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ed "legs"). 

as to the direction ofechelon actually used, thus it is impossible to determine exactly the 
geographic limits and herbicide exposure of the spray tracks for other than the lead 
aircraft. 

2. The spray track described by the UTM coordinates is falsely ed always to be a 
continuously sprayed straight line or a serious of straight lines ( 

a. Missions spraying lines-of-communication or mo ·n valleys normally 
followed the level-altitude contours of the mountainside or valley floor, rather than 
straight lines. B use of the limited single-engine capabili of the UC-123 aircraft, for 
flight safety consi tions missions had to be planned for enerally "down hill" tracks 
that avoided extend • sing terrain. Neither the HERBS ape nor the DAARs 
differentiate between w 'ch missions were straight-line d which were not. Only 
significant tum points we shown with UTM coordinat s. 

b. On some mission the UTM coordinates d cribe a several-sided "target box" 
within which the mission ran omly sprayed certain fi atures. The "remarks section" of 
the DAARs that identifies som of these missions as not included on the HERBS Tape, 
leaving the user to mistakenly ume that the sid of the box represent the spray track. 
Whether identified or not, it is im 

in 
o 

y applied. 

ossible to dete ine where within the "box" the 
herbicide was actually applied. 

c. On crop destruction missio • cular the mission aircraft individually 
turned the spray on and off as they pass er observed crop targets. In most cases it is 
impossible to determine from the data in HERBS Tape or the DAARs where along 
the described track the herbicide was ac 

10 d. Although the spray track len widely, the HERBS Tape fails to 
~"" 0 indicate whether any of the mission • raft "s yed out" before the indicated "spray 

17 r\1r"-1 off' point. The original DAARs di occasional note in remarks that the track ended 
\' before the aircraft ran out ofherbic·ae, however t notation was not consistent and the 

information was never transcri to the HERBS T 

e. Instances of excess· ely short spray tracks v sus the amount ofherbicide 
dispensed make it obvious t the formation made two o more passes along the track. 
In rare cases the DAARs arks indicate that multiple pas s were made or not made, 
but most reports fail to c arly specify this activity. The HE S Tape never indicates 
whether multiple passe were performed, thus preventing accur te plotting of the area 
actually sprayed. 

{\ 3. When mission aircraft did not all have the same type herbicide on ard, HERBS 
~ 0 Tape transcribers treated the dissimilar aircraft as if they represented aircraft flying two 

,, ~ th 1 separate missions over the identical tracks. For example, a 6-plane formation should 
indicate the area sprayed to have a width of six individual tracks. But when 3 aircraft had 
orange herbicide and 3 had white herbicide, the HERBS Tape shows two 3-plane 
missions flying over the same tracks, with no aircraft spraying individual tracks number 
4, 5, or 6. Neither the HERBS Tape nor the DAARs provide infonnation as to which 
aircraft actually occupied which position in the formation, making it impossible to 
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