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A NOTE ABOUT THE AUTHORSHlP 

At the tine this CHECO Report was written, C.pta1n James R. Barrow 

wu assigned to the Faculey of the Unfted Sute.s A11" Force Atadl!llly as 

an Associate Professor of Law. After call!J)1et1ng unoergrIduIte training 

1n Pol1tical Scfence at the University of Hawa1f, he rece1vec1 hfs Air 

Fore, cOn111hston 1n 1964 as a Dhtingutshed 1'11l 1tary Graduate of AFROTC 

program. He received hfs legal education and a Jurfs Doctor Degree wfth 

Honors fl'OIII the Tulane Universtty of Louisiana in 1966. Since then he 

has served as An1sunt Staff Jud~ Advocate and Stiff Judge Advocate of 

a SEA base. llfs current assfgnaent to the Departlllllnt of Law 1t the Acadelll,Y 

c1111e fn 1969. Captain Barrow fs a Judge Advocate, a cert1ffed trfal and 

defense counsel, ind his been dufgnaUd 1 ~flttlry Judge by the Judge 

Advocate General of the Afl" Force. 

Under tne TDY augmentee pn,gru to Project CHECO, officers occastonally 

ffnish the research and a draft, but are unable to complete the l"epDrt due 

to tfl1e 11mitat1ons, In this h1sunce, Major iler!J11111n k. Barnette, Jr., 

currently II peraanent aer.ber of the CHECO stiff, assiaeo the tasit of putting 

the study fn final forwi and of en,urlng 1ts coordination. Hajor Barnette 

1, a senior navigator and a recent Dfst1nguished Graduate of the Air C0111114nd 

arid St.ff College (ACSC), and holds 1 ~ster r,f Science degree fn CounseHng 

and Guidance fron T~y State Unfversfty. Prtor to attendfng ACSC, "•Jor 

Barnette spent several yeal"s u a navigator in the H11ftary Airlift COlllll&nd 

(MAC) and Hrved fn variouli capacft1es fn the personnel career field, 1nclud­

fng a tour on the DCS/Personnel staff at Hq HAC. 
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,SECRETI 

I-
• • CIW'lU III 

PHYSICAL DEFENSES ANO LIMITATIOJIS 

lntroduct1on

I An effective base physical defense envtronaent has as tts goal four 

objec.tivu: the detection, detention. and destruction of the enemy~ and,I 
of grettest i111porunce, the preservation of vital resources while acc0111.: 

I plfshing the preceding objecttYl!s, 

I This chapter briefly considers four aspects of physical defenses as 

they existed tn Thaf land fr0111 1968 to 1972. first, tt eXA111nes •cttve 

I defense systeas designed to aid personnel in the detection, conutlllient, 

and response to an enemy intrusion. Then, the chapter details passivet 
f 

defense measures designed to protect personnel and vital resources during 

an attack. Jt explores the 1fa1tat1ons f111posed by natural concl1t1ons 

n well as po'1t1ca1 and ec111101111c constr.1fnts an the use of defensive 

I devices. Finally, 1t briefly discusses some of tt,e sptefffc dtfffcult1es 

and achievements. Ho effort ts made to duplicate concepts disc~ssed inI 
PACAF11 207-25. 

I Two CHECO reports on base de'l'enH concepts and aeasw-es 1n the 
ill/Republic of VfetnaM provide add1t1ona1 1nfonut1on,I 

I 
I 

Active amt hfi-~ Oe-hltlse- f'eu-,..es 

The first •rtng of defense• within the bounds of USAF respons1bt11ty 

"4S the base perf1111ter, usually ccaposed of fence lines and other integrated ,. 
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-S!CRETI 

1· 
1- and drafnage dftches, known as •ktongs,N provfded conc:ealinent and thus were 

natural pofnts of entry for enemy sappers. Nost bases rel fed on extra 

1111111fn1tton to counter the threat tn those areas. The extent to whfch· ,. vegetation has been cleared is grophically illustrated in the cue of NKP·. 

The photograph of that base on the following page shows the extent of vege­

I tation inside the base perfNters 1n the early days of construction when 

I the airfield was carved out of virgtn Jungle, An interesting COlll)ar1son 

between HKP 1966 and NKP 1972 can be lllllde by reference to the pfcture of 

I that base that appears earlier in this report. (See Figure 6.) 

I Other constraints ljl!re imposed by various econ01111c and J10l1tical con­

sfderatfons. There was I relative scarcity of resources and money wlifch 

I forced defense planners to establish priorftfes fn the areas of the base 

they wer-e able to defend in depth, Ttius POL and f'HS areas had to compete

I wfth 1frcr1ft 1 whfch past experfence hid sluMI wre aore 1ucratfve targets. 

I Local USAF J>ase c01111111nders' llll)hu1s on defense often vined. For 

exmple, prfor to the June 1972 attack, the base ca1111111nder af Ubon RTAFBI 
I 

directed that a triple concertina barrier be renoved fro111 an area between 

aircraft revetments and tile base pert•ter, just 100 1111ters beyond, The 

I 

directive ordering the N!IIOVll of the fence was Plrt of a current •b1se 

I belluttffcatton• effort. This very area becaee the penetration point for the 
138/ 

sapper attack.- Occasionally, ~igher cannancl also dfverted defense 

resources to areas with hfgher threat estimates. Barbed.,.tape, considered 

1 - the 1110st effective anti-penetrotfon barrier available for·use along 

661 · 
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