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ightning Thrust Into War lone C, 
onvoy Pushes On Towards Phillips 

4 , 

By SP4 Herb Berdett 
CU CHI-The 3d Battalion, 22d Infantry Regulars conducted a clean sweep of the area along Route 22, .securing an 

important crossing site on the Soui Tri Bi River. 
The quick, efficient work of the Regulars enabled <ombat and support arms of the 2.Sth Division to make a safe and 

sec:ure crossing and continue on their way toward establishing FSB Phillips, the new base of operqtions for actions 
against suspec:ted NVA concentrations in Triple Canopied War Zone C. 

Route 22 was at one time a major highway running along the western edge of South Vietnam into the heart of 
Cambodia. It is bordered on both sides by thick woods and jungle making it hazardous going for convoys. 

' IJIIIEIEl'~'I'!!''~ ~ ~ " The climate, kwk of care, 
f and the r-.i:vagea 0£ war have 
• taken their toll. Bullet­

AN ARTILlERY PIECE from A Battery. 71h 

Arty Boasts Mobility 

HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL-This CH-47 olrlifts o II Boltery, 
2d Banolfon, 13th A,hllery 105mm Howil,e, into po,ition al 
Fite Support Base Patton, «>eu,ed by the 2d Brlgad.,•s 4th 
BatfaHon, 9th lnfonh)' Mar1thus. 

!PHOTO BY PFC H. J. TSCHIRN£Rl 

CU C:l!I - Th• •l>ill\y ol ar- scale t>V'lration, In fact. the 
!lllcey to keep up wlth the in· whulu hre iupport bas• ls hteral­
l!tntry aoylim~. un ,wh,rr, '" a ly virked up ~nd airlifted back 
vitn1 factor in the $Uccess t,f lo th1+ has~ cnmp. 
grmmd oJ)<!r~llon, throulil,out In th~ ,-ourse or th<? oiwrat!on. 
the ll•puhllc of Vleln•nl. J; roand trl~ were made by 

R"""'1tly. B Battery. 7th Bat· thr Chinooks and Sky Cranes, 
taUon. lltb Artdfory b<-l(ax, • \\"ho!c lomis weighed Uf>!>l-.)xl­
denrance 01wraUm1 or Flrfl' SHJ\.- mnte.J>· S)* and 14,000 poundst 
iM'.lrt B~,;:e H tne~ and rlem- rC.:)f)('l'tlveJy. 
on.siratrd a~•"' _the obtlit)· to The resup1>l.ir pad al Tar Ntnh 
4u1ckly react to mfnnlry plans. base camp was a ru,h of c~m­

The dcaronu, operation was ,twit act!Vlty. The b11! cbOJlp<'t$ 
accompllshod by n,eans !!f Jir would come in and drop of£ 
mobillzatlon E,rlter, B Ratk,Y loads whtch \\ere 11uJPkty load. 
had b<'«n sent to a r,ctd v•huion ed o.;tu ll'U<k• that had to move 
near the Camoodrnn bordtr. 'fh" out immediately in order to 
re-awn Cot this loealion wai.c thnt mal(e 
u VC >UJ>piy roul~ wa, ,u~l)«ct '!'lie 
r1d m the rtreu. mid~ 

Their ml'-~1on ~;,, ro finJ ar~ and the thunderous pmse i1:1iu::_.ied 
tillery ,uppor< for the ht 1ia1- by (he m1i;hty aircrnl~~. 
talion, 27th Jnfantn Wolllw1md&. Oe,p,te these constant h••· 
'fhe h; da;r1:1c ~it F$R lhot-s. were ard'i. the- operation ntm<- otf 
'll"nl hr,n~. lnlilrl!ni,; bunker< ,moolhlJ, \-.iftl>• and tn a pni· 
and 1;0.•eori1ht 1h~h pc-.i.hon. Um•• ft-s.,ifmal m:mner. The air trans• 
lng thl, fl'!llod. J:) B;iUer;- htoo. po,·fation wns suppl!e<l b, th~ 
mot~ thart one thous.and r,rt.-p td Battal1011y 21d A\·iation~ Vur1~ 
r1)mkl,; for in.funu·y maneuver':i.. Tan. ~n<l the 211d Hclu.,'1.)tJte:,; 
Upon com_p!eUou nt their ml-;- Mutc-ski.nncr·s Compart)\- Avia~ 
\-) ion1 lhl:' dearanc- Q-f)t·rahn11 ion Battalion. Cu Chi. Working 
began. \\ith the hchtopletS were the 

A1rltftt11?. h"om Un~ ridrJ Q the 2::-th A\'iati.on Battalion, l'ath .. 
l'MH"' n1.mp. 1• d('-flMtd;, a lnrt~t~ {fouUnut"d on Bae.le Page) 

ridden road signs along the 
route tell all t,raveleni that 
the name War Zone C ha 
re~ meaning. 

A.! thr men of C CompAny 
Jumr•d n!I their Huey i:npters, 
tbelr oommnnd•r, Caplain ])cm. 
aid {. flarumoto of l\f,\kawao 
Maui, llawaii, realuud the 
gr~v\ty of !\is inl"1lhllL 

"·The •Jwu, ,nt,lr,i.an depended 
on securing: Uu~ .r;vcr,--rtu:J1:.ing 
site, and ~" were bouad and 
determined to lit!e -that our rnu:­
sion Wl\$ Ut'CO!t>!'li\ltc4... ~aid 
H.1ramo10. 

Teams from the 461h; Scout 
Dogs were directed to ta.ke tbf' 
lead in checklng the areas, Tb,-y 
moved cnuUou,ly along the 
road. senchng sweep teams to 
,Uber side un!ll they reached 
the river. Thlo onro serviceable 
bridge lay de.stroye<l at their 
lee It w11., still µosslblc to 
cross !he foundations on root; 
so the $Weep team procccdedt 
acti)S$, ~eitlng up secutit::r on 
the otb~r Ai.de. 

Acilon Pholos, Story 
See Pages 4&S 

First Lieutenant Robert Wad• 
kins of Columbua, Ga., a ment.• 
ber or A Compauy, 65th Engl• 
neer!~ stoprw..d to examine lb~ 
c:ro~·nng ·1te. -~1 new 1n wit,b C 
Comnany to exam.inc the nYCt' 
baoks !or tbe best 1)(1 .. ,ibtc 
~,h~," said Wadkins. ~'Wt• ha,·e 
an AVLB (Armor<«< v~wclc 
Launching Bridg~) c,:,m.lng up 
t.hal will perm1l all the ;:onvoy 
vehicles to erns-~ Snfrly /' A s:ite 
parallel to, aod 10 the left of, 
the old bridge was •elected. At 
that p01nt the river wru, ,)nly 
3~ f~•t wide and lhe .i\ n.B. 
which can span llO f<-ct. could 
ensil} operate 

Soon lhf! t:<>n,-oy w,ih ,\PCs 
!rom the 4th Uat111lion tMecha• 
nned), ~3d 111/u.ntry; artillery 
nieces from A Battery~ and 
1aol<s and trnc~s of A. Compa. 
n:;. I\Sth Engineers:• approach.cd 
!he riv~r. By tht. thne C C,,m. 
pany Rc~ulars had dfwU,ely 
,<nled of! the area lnim any 
possible enemy ltlHltration 

:slow >t ,,.a,; the AVL8'• lurn 
to t•l In \Hltk. The huge taJ>k• 
like nuichine lunib(,red la the 

(funtium,d on Back Pngt>) 
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Accident Alley I 2d Brigade 
Clerk Gets 

HAD CLUB FOOT HERE 
BEEN AS CONSCIOUS 
OF WEAPONS SAFETY 
AS HE OUGHT, HE 
WOULD HAVE NEVER 
TRIED TO OPEN A POP 
BOTTLE WITH A PISTOL 
BUTT. A PISTOL IS NOT 
A BOTTLE OPENER. IF 
YOU CAN'T TELL ANY 
OTHER WAY, A BOT­
TLE OPENER WON'T 
SHOOT YOU IN THE 
FOOT. 

Commission 
In a cercmooy in the ofht..~ of 

2d Brigade Commander. Colonel 
Eu~ene ~ - Lrn,·h. John D. Al­
len received bis commission lo 
~econd lieutenant. 

Allen, formerly specialist , 
and a clerk-typist in the Bri• 
gade's u vie al·tion omce. re­
ceived the dirt't' l rommissJon in 
the quartermaster eorps.. 

Before coming to the Fire Sri• 
yade. Allen ,.as a clerk In the 
adJulant general officer's rec• 
ords branch. 

More Support To Troops Allen obtained his Master's 
degree in business adnlin.istra­
tion from the Univenitf of 
Rochester. R:>cheste.r. N.Y. The Vietnam Regional E:x• 

change na, started a massi\~e 
pf'Qgram to move merchandise 
from stores in the support attas 
where combat troops are.. As a 
result. men in the l!eld ,oon will 
have access to mo·re Exchange 
goods tban ever be.fore. 

tn essence. the new µoticf 
means that $Ucb popular ite.ms 
as cameras, watches, small ra .. 
diOl and tape recorders now will 
be distributed to Exchange facili• 
ties according to troop strength. 
fo 1he past. such merchandise 
wa1 distributed on tfl6 basil! of 
previous sale.$ - stores that sold 
the most obtained proportionate­
ly more merchandise. 

"This was the ease of the rich 
becoming richer.'' Colonel John 
R. }kDonald. VRE commander, 
said, ··ou.r basic purpose. is to 
get the material to tile troops." 

Since his arrival in Vietnam 
in late August, McDonald has 
roet with General Creighton W. 
.\brams. commanding aeneraJ of 
t;,S. Forces in Vletnam, 'and 
numetous other top-level coru• 
manders. in the theatre. In every 

instance:, Mc.Donald said, the 
commanders expressed ''the de­
ire of maximum support to the 

troops ln the- foxhole.'· 

Allen's firs!' a&Signment a, an 
olficer Is will! the America! DI• 
Vi.'tion in Long Binh. 

Take A Hint G.IJ 
Pt:liNT WO. 8 

Numb., a, Avoid Hparatin9 yourself from the people by 
a dl1play of wealth o, privile,,. 

Tropic Lightning Tots 
JLT and ~!rs, Dale E. Tucker, 2d· Bn. 14th Inf., a son, born 10 

November. 
SGT and Mn. Perry E. Acox, td Bn, Ulh Inf., a daughter , born 

10 Novtm~r. 
SP, and l>lrs. Joseph Luke , Co. D, 2d Bn, Hth Arm., a daughter. 

born 10 November. 
SP4 and Mn. John E. Robertsott, HHT, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav., a son. 

born 11 No•ember. · 
SPt and Mrs. John H. Deckrow, Rq & Co. n,th !.lalnt Bn .• a 

daughter. born 13 November. 
SP~ and 'llrs. Ken W. Reynolds, J{q & Co. A, 715th 'llainr Bn .. a 

on, born 11 November . 

December 2, 1968 

Decorated 
Bronte Star Medal (Heroism) 

CPT Horry Ikner, C Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
CPT Gordon lam, A Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
CPT Keith Wilks, HHC, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
!LT John Farloy, D Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
llT Joseph Rio, C Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
1lT James Carper, HHC, 3d lln, 22d Inf 
HT JamH Volentine, A lltry, 3d Bn, 13th Arty 
llT Oa•id Williams, II Co, ht Bn, Sth Inf 
lLT Poul Clln•, C Co, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
1l T Ot>nni, Crawford, A Btry, hf Bn , 8th Arty 
ILT Thomas Arthur, Ad• Tm 99, 25th Inf Div 
HT Robut Dehlinger, 8 Co, ht Bn, 5th Inf 
SSG Ri,hard Morgan, A Blry, 1st Bn, 8th A,ty 
SSG Otto Brown, A Co, 25th Avn Sn 
SSG Darnld Browley, 0 Co, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SSG Gaston GrHn, 2Slh MP Co 
SSG Richard Glover, C Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
SSG G•rald Daniel, 25th MP Ca. 
SGT Henry lapidus, D Co, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SGT WHIie Caston, 25th MP Co 
SGT SIiiy Terry, A Co, ht Bn, 27th Inf 
SGT Sammy Johnson, A Btry, 3d Bn , 13th Arty 
SGT Rober! lyn,h, C 81,y, 7th Bn, 11th Arty 
SGT William Sm ith, A Btrq, ht Bn, 8th Arty 
SGT Ol•n Weaver. HHC, 2d Bn, 22d Inf 
SGT Olen Weaver, HHC, '2d 8n, 22d lnf 
SGT Ronald Theel, B Co, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SGT etroy Miller, C Co, ht Bn, 5th Inf 
SGT William Vance, 0 Co, 65th fogr Bn 
SGT George Sharke, A Co, ht Bn, Sth Inf 
SGT Phillip Lambert, A Co, 1st Bn, Slh Inf 
SGT James Wallad•, D Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
SGT Jc,mes Waldron, 8 Co, hl Sn, 5th Inf 
SPS Robert Bundy, HHC, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SPS En,•st De,oilo, A Co, 25th Avn Bn 
SP4 G&orge Walk.,, C Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Groftort Lc,yer, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Joseph Ballvska , A Co, hi Sn, .Sth Inf 
SP4 Marc Ma9H, C Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SP4 Gary Robinson, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Earl Henson, D Co, 65th Eng, Bn 
SP4 Danny Alvis, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Trellis Grubbs, A Co, 1st Bn,. 27tlr Inf 
,.,-c lt1chord"OW'•.n. I! Co. ~d Sn, 2.7'1\-, \nf 
PFC •adney Crone, D Co, 2d 8n, 14th Inf 
PFC Jose OeEl•na, 8 Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
PFC John Mann, B Co, 2d Bn, 271h Inf 
PFC Fdward Porkor, C Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
PFC Donald Oldaker, A Co, 1st Bn , 27th Inf 
PFC Robert Hiner, B Co, 4th 8n, 23d Inf 
PFC Raymond Bark•r, 0 Co, 1st Bn, Sth Inf 
PFC Gary Sheets, C Co, Isl Bn, 51h Inf 
PFC David Pelletier, C Co, 1st Bn, Sth Inf · 
PFC JoH Romo, D Co, ls! Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Thoma• O'Neil, A Co, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC JantH Fant, A Co, ht Bn, 5th Inf 
PFC Jose f•i•ron, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cov 
PFC Joseph Nennin9, A Btry, 3d Bn, 13th Arty 
PFC Jaime &ornoulli, B Co, 4,.', Bn, 23d Inf 
PFC Jame, Johnson, B Co, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
PFC Gary Robinson, 8 Co, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
PFC William Mor•land, A Co. 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
PFC John Gardn•r, A Co, 2d Bn, 22d Inf 
PFC Dow Tilimon, 8 Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf 
PPC John Tr•ase, C Co, ht Bn, 5th Int 
Pvl Keith Sherman, D Co, 1st Bn, 5th Inf 

Tropic lightning 
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Combat Honor Roll 
Added to this week's Combat 

Honor Roll is Speciali.<t Four 
John A. colt of Company B. 
2d Baua!ion, 12th Infantry. 

Scort disti~ished him.<e!f by 
heroic ac·tions on Octobt:r 7, t~R 
while serving as a radio tele­
phone opera,or. 

During a combat OPttatlon 
near 1he enem;-inlested \'!Uage 
(If Tain Dinh. his company came 
under d.evastating h.ot-.tJte fire 
from well-concealed bunkers 
within the \i,Uage.. 

Sl-oU: expm-ed hims:etf l'o the 
withering hostile fire as he 
m3nned hLi;: radio and relayed in­
formation throughout the l,aufo·. SP4 John A. Scott 

toTn 3rea. 
When hi& platoon s.e•·geant was 

mortally wounded. Scott con­
tinually exJ)O<ed him elf 10 the 
fire to try to rtach his fallen 
comrade. 
· The !ire was too much. so he 
returned lo hill radio "hich lie 
aero. the enemy's kilt 2.one. and 
directed ~uppressive fire on the 
insurgents. 

His personal bravcrf. aggre"i• 
siveue~s. and de\·ouon to duty 
are- ht keeping with the highe.')t 
tradhjons of the miUtary serv­
ice and reneet )(reat credit upon 
himself, his unit, !he 2Stfl Jo. 
!antr:r Oivisiun and the Vnited 
States Army. 
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Servicemans Medicare Program 
Offers Important Fringe B~nefits 

TRY AGAIN-Specialist 4 P,enlet PhiUlps, a mortarman with 
Company A, 2d 8attalion, 27th lnfantty Wolfhounds, from 
Gcutorla , N.C •• tries his luck at stream jumping. The action 
tuok place northwest of Sai9on. The 2d Brigade trooper's 
luck seems to ha·va run out that day •. 

lPHOTO BY SP4 Bill CLEVENGER) 

Stay On The Team 
Everyone In the armed force! knows how important teamwork 

is in military applications. Whether on a reconnaissance patrol or 
,Imply in the smooth now ol wort through an office, i, is readily 
apparent how le.am-work makes for efilclenc:y. Each person doe$ his 

~ ilitary mcdicare ts one ol 
the major fringe benefits !or 
mlllions of Amerkan service 
familie.•. But few realiie the vast 
scope of benefits available or 
fully under.;land the recently 
revised procedures for pa.nki• 
paling in the program. 

To aid the se.nlceman. the 
Family Sel\'ice Caller in Wash­
ngton. D.C. has prepared a new 
•diUon of its special report on 
medicare for Armed Forre, 
active duty dependents. 

The report explains ln detail 
all new regulations which now 
atrect the CMlian Health and 
Medical Program for the Uni­
formed Senices,(CHAMPUS) . 

For e.x.amplet it notes the 
government·s position on "U.n• 
reasonabJe.. doctor-•s tees a·nd 
outlines the Slf'l'S you must 
take to insure that your physi­
cian 1 ' "participating" in the 
CHAMPUS program. 

If you n•Gle<:t to take the 
noces ary step • you may oo 
liable for a larger part of the 
physician's bill than you ex­
pected. 

Christmas Gilts 
job; ms efforts mesh neatly with those of others on the team. and Each n1aa lo the %5th lnlantry 
the oyer,aU mission of the team is accomplished. Division and attached units wW 

Drug abuse can d~troy that effective teamwork. U one. member be rttehrlng Red Cross Chri$l• 
is under I/IC iofiuencc of drugs, the efllciency of the <J!~leam ls _ n>(!$ gil l puc-et (ditty l>•11•>· 
almost ce-.rtain to be. impaired. 

Accordlng to the World Health Organization. a.mong the more ~: !":es.°!, :~•"•flluitit'. 
promineot elle<:15 of marijuana are carelessness, distortion of •en• •rs ~ Oasbliglts and plafft:,g 
,atlon. and perception, 1mpalrm.ent of jud&:menl and memory and ~ardo. 
confusion. A proled olll<tt wm he ap-

Imagine the consequences to a combat patrol wh~re each mem• Pointed from tacll battalion 
ber i.! dependent on the other. if one or them ts a " Pot." smoker. separate c:ompany or detach: 
subject to any one or a eombjnation o{ these effects. ment under the • code naiue. 

The new report coven aU 
phase. of military medicare in­
duding dep,,ndent treatment by 
civilian physicians in and out of 
civilian hospitals. and by milita­
ry medics m service fnciliUes . 

The report also explalns bow 
much you pay to the doctor or 
hospital and what portion of the 
bill the govemm.ent pa~·s. as 
well as how to get reimbursed if 
you 've paid too much. 

Home nursing ls now author• 

iit,d and the report outlines 
what is covered. 

Also included is a warning 
against getting treaiment ln a 
hospital practicing racial dL<­
criminaUon. 

A copy of this report is a,'Bil• 
able free by sending a stamped, 
self-addressed business-site en­
velope to the family Sen.ice 
Center; 475 School Str~t, SW. 
Washington, D.C. 10024. Aslc for 
Report Number 100. 

The effects of marijuana or any of the other hallucinogens can •Project 60'. Names must be PAUSING FOR A MOM£NT~A platoon leader and RTO fr<>m 
be equa.Uy dlsasrrou.s in non-combat siwations. On a ihip or an furnis hed to Ftnt Uentenant 
aircraft the lives or many men may depend on how e!flciently 'the Ne,,ter llelephooe 5044) on or the 2d 8ottclion, 12th infantry ta ke a breather during a . 
op,i:ator of • sophisticated piece of navigational equipment does before 10 December. swup north of Cu Chi. {PHOTO 8Y SP4 CHARLES HAUGHEY! 
his job. What happens If that operator decides to .. take a trip" --- ----- ---- - - -'------ ---------- - - -----

whUe he's on duty! p t• f W •t p Off W lfh d · We've ortly raised !be question of what can happen through use a ten 01 ays O oun s 
of the so-called non-addictive drug,.....the ones some people might 
tell you are " harmless!" Add lo rhls the serious and addic1We As the figure approached, Pri- poiat blank shoot out ensued. dier later explained. " l couldn't 
physical c£fecls of narcotics, sedatives. tranqwliiers and stimu.- vale First Clan Kenneth ~lat• The re,ult, one dead enemy and tell for sure whether or not he 
lanls, and the picture becomes cvea more appalling. !Son could not tell ii he was a captured AK-47. ~as friendly, I didn't shoot at 

The cold, hard faets about drugs and their e!leets are available, . }fattson, a 20,year•old ammo ltNt because he seemed to be 
from many sources_ We recommend that each service man and !riend.h 0 : not. The night am- bearer from Bravo Company. 2d making his way to U3 as if he 
woman become well-informed on the subje<:I. bush lo his left -had Just been Battalion, 27th Infantry Woll• knew we were there. By the 

Armed with this knowledge, we doubt that any real " team play- sprung and on!!'- of their men hounds had been on the left lime he had rL'COvered from 
er" will want to experiment with drugs. ~or do we feel he wtll could have become separated. 11J1nk of the ambush patrol when meeting me !ace lo !ac.,. it was 
long tot.rate on his team a member who h1IS become what might As the lone figure got closer he spotted the VC on the berm. already loo late, and be wa., on 
be termtd a "deadly drop-ouL" (AFPS) the two came lace to face. A The Collicrsville, Teno., xol- hi5 way down. " 

FI NISHED FOR THE NIGHT-The men of Charlie Company, hi Battalion, 27th Infantry Wolfhounds, return from a night ambush. 
IPHOTO BY Sl'-4 HECTOR NADAll 



SOLDIER .11,ND SCOUT DOG-Specialist 4 Del Troujilto, o/ Las Vegos, 
N.M., ond his scout dog, Smokay, both with the 46th Seoul Dog 
Platoon, prepo,e to lead a sweep team from C Company, 3d BatfaJ. 
ion, 22d Infa ntry on a searc.h•ond-secure mission near the Cambodian 
Border. !PHOTO BY SP4 HERB BURDETT! 

BRIDGE GOING UP-A bulldozer from A Compa ny, 65th Engineers levels the ground on the fa, 
before mechanized units and convoy vehides from Tay Ninh Cfty rolled ac:ross the bridge. 

!PHOTO BY St 

TRACKS RUMBLE NOltlH-An armored convoy, of combined 25th Divi,ion and 
Regional forces mave into War Zone C. The operation is duigned to opon the 
on,a for rH ottlemenl by civil ian•. !PHOTO BY SP4 DON BROWNI 

1st Bde Spearheads Deep , 
Into Jungles· Of War Zone 

By 2U Mark D. Gooding 
CU CHl - .Major General 

Ellis W. Wllltamson. ..-omrrumd­
~il).g g~nernl of rhc 25th Infantry 
' Olvi iou, :i.nd Colonel )lguyen 
Qua• Thang. prol'ince chief of 
Tay Ninh Province combioed 
clements of tbe lsl Brigade and 
R.egi.onal Fnrces to <.-onduct op­
erations around Thien Ngon, in 
northt-rn Ta.r Ninh Province. 

Tilieu Ngon Hes thrN!: and a 
hall miles south and ~lx ttnd a 
half .rmles east or the Cam­
bodian bo.rder O!t s trate:gi:.c 
Route 22. One or the major ob­
jectives or this operation. i;i;; to 
clear th it'l area of Viet Cong and 
);orth Vietua.rnese Army uni.cs 
lo allow re-s~ttlt'ment of Wat 
Zone C by South Vietnamese 
civilians. 

Two C'ompames of the .ith 
Batlalion < Meeharuzed), 13d In­
fantry, under u.eulenant Colo­
nel CliffonJ Neilson, of .Mobile, 
.\ta., and two eornp-anies of the 
3rd Battalion. :nnd lnlantry, 
c.."Ommanded by Lieutenant: 
Colonel Alex 11 . Hunt. o{ Weal­
de.r. Tex.. be~an the sweep of 
Route 21 Crom Tay .Ninh For­
ward Opc·rations. Base to 1'hic-n 
Ngon, 30 miles to the north. 
The armored t·olumn wa.~ 
greeted at Thien ;\ig:on by the 
lG.ht RegionaJ F<lr~e company 
and Colonel Thong. 

Troops from the Tropic 
L1,gnt.lling Di:is.ion ~ud the 
Hilst R-eg1ouat Fon:·e Company 
under Colonel Thong and Colo• 
neJ Robe.rt I.... Fatr. command­
Ing officer ur L,e lst Brigad~. 
cxtt-utt'd t.'Ombined ope-raf1C>ns 
.,.., thin the .shadow of the Cam• 
bodian bord~r. 

Elements of lhe 1st Bri~ade 
swc•pt .'>U'ategic Route 22 to 
Thi.en ~gon, cmnbin1ng forces 
w1th the l61st Re~ional Force 
Company :it t.h~ t·1vihan irregu­
lar d~fense group c;1mp. When 
the two forcc-s I.inked up, they 
b~tan rt•connars ·aix-e-m-(orce 
or,era t.ions in d1e area. 

The operation around Thicn 
Xgnn w11s a first in man;· re• 
specu: It was the first time a 
R~;:io!U!l Fo.rce C<>lone.l and • 
U.S. Coronel together dirteted 

combined lore..• of ba!llllion 
srze. Lt was tho lirst time that 
an armored colu.mn moved. in 
force, into uotthwe-..slcrn. Tuy 

'inh Province. lt was tht: (ir~t 
tirne vital Route 22 was u..-;;ed 
to resupplv a large element in 
rhe field. 

Commt;.11lS ht..,.s.rd a!~r the 
flnt day of a"uon by some of 
Ute Amorleans reflected the 
admiration and confidence they 
have in their Vietnamese 
counter-p.al't,. 

Fighting as they did, one 
t·ould not draw a distlncti.on 
and say. '"That·s a U.S. ~olrl.ier 
over there and an RF ovn 
there." They fought as one. 

The op,,nlng and use of Rout• 
2'.l by Amt>ncans and Vietnam­
e:,e fo rct>: denies the use of this: 

route to the 
cantJy redut 
btllty of lrJ 
s ap-plies into 

Ammunlti,. 
are no prob. 
!n\'olved ic: 
supply rotrtt 
are. open ani 

is secured b 
ni . 11-Js op, 
plied enli.n!I) 
portatlnn, 

The reopb 
C lO cMUa• 
well as mUil 

With th1 
Force, :<nd 
taking a mor 
war effort, I 
a more aia:; 
11t,, rnonlhs t 

... 
WATCH YOUR .STEP-Members of C Company, 
o roc~y !roil on the banks of the Soui Tri 81 Rive 
secute mission a long Jtoute 22. 
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HE RB BUROETTI 
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rra.ting men and 
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ts operation. Re­
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!our RF compa­
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BRIDGE rN PLACE-like a g iant cla w r•aching out for its prey, an armored vehicle launching bridge stretches to reo<h the for bank of the 
Soui Tri Bi River. !PHOTO BY SP4 HERB BUROETTl 

SECURING BRIDGE SITE-Men of C Comp any, 
3d Battalion, 22d Infantry, move c crou the 
foundalions of o demolished bridg• on the Suoi 

A.PC ON THE MOVE-An armored pusonnel carrier from the 4th Battalion, 23d Infantry rolls 
ocrou th• la unching b ridge. !PHOTO BY SP4 HERB 8UR0£TTI 

ld Battalion, 22d Infan try move o tong 
The le-gulou were on a seard1 e nd 

!PHOTO BY SP4 HERB BURDETT) 
WAR ZONE C-Regulors from C Company, 3cl 8attolio·n , 22d Infantry prepare lo mon out on an important sea rch and 
tecuro mission. This 1st Brigade unit was operat ing In the heart of War Zone C. !PHOTO BY SP4 HERB BURDEm 
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HORNET BUZZES MOUNTAIN-Corrying Wolfhounds, a Hor• 
net helicopter of !he 116th Auault Helicopter Company 
panK near Nul BA Den, the Black Virg in Mountoin . The 3d 
Brigade ,oldiert were enroute to a sweep which turned up 
four Viol Cong and 28 detainees. 

IPHOTO SY SP4 HECTOR NADALI 

ARTY Changes Enemy's Route, 
VC Walk Into Wolfhound Trap 
CU CHI-A 2d Brigade com• 

pany commander with the aid of 
artillery "·atked five VC Into an 
ambush. killing lour enemy and 
capturing five ~nemy weapons. 

Captain Harty L. Ikner, CO ol 
Company C, ,d Battalion, 27L'1 
Infantry Wolfhounds, along with 
his forward ob-serve.r set up an 
observation post situated so that 
all tbre• of his el.ements cou!d 
be observe4, a.s well as the sur~ 

rounding area. 

It was around 11 p.m. that live 
enemy were seen leaving a 
small .ilfage heading into the 
open fields out of the range of 
hi,s waiting elem<",nlS. By direct~ 
ing artillery fire he successfully 
changed the enemy's course 
three times until they walked 
directly into his wa!tlng ambush. 

S e co n d Ueutenant Jam.es 
O'Brien. the platoon leader who 

sprung the ambush, ~aid, ··we 
had be.en notified that the ern,my 
was headed in our dlrection, but 
be<:-ause of the terrain we were 
unable to sec them until they 
were right on us. 

A search of the area the fol• 
lowing morning revealed !our 
enemy dead. two AK.SOs and 
one AK-41. The bodies were 
dressed In N\1 A uniforms. and 
assorted ~'VA web gear was 
captured. 

Grenade Magic YieldS: Cache Find Buy United States 
Savings Bonds 

DAU Tl'ENG - ••Almost llke 
magic, a trap door opened at 
my feet." 

As in an episode from the l ,001 
Arabian Nights, the opening of 
the entrance to a cave yielded 
the glimmer ol treasure !or 
Bobcats of the 1st Battalion 
t'!lfech), !th Infantry. 

The trap door opened in front 
of Flrst Lieutenant Ronald J . 
Clary of Gruver, Tes.., just alter 
one or hill infantrymen had toss­
ed a grenade down an alr vent 
lo an enemy bunker, 45 miles 
northwest o.r SaJgo.n. 

The plato0n leader for Bravo 
Company of the Jd Bridage bat• 
talion was sweeping an area as 
part a! a security operation tor 
the 168th Land Cleating Com• 
pany {Prov), which is knocking 
down scrub forest long notorious 
as an enemy stronghold. 

.. When the trap door opened, w• followed a mo.rt tunnel into a 
room 10 feet l<>n&, 15 feet wide 
and six feet high," ,aid Clary. 

The underground vault yielded 
more than $11,000 rounds of ene. 
my A K-17 a&>ault rifle ammunl• 
tlo.n, 3;500 rounds or 12.7mm ma• 
chinogun ammo, 190 Chlcom ri• 
ne grenades, and Uu-ee large 

Medics' Airlift MEDCAP 
Tr,eats Over 150 Patients 

TAY NINH - Medics of the 
Battalion, nd Inlantry recently 
airtilted into an area ten milt$ 
north of Tay Nioh CUy to con• 
duct a medical d"'lc action pro• 
grain ( ll!EDCAP) for the t,un• 
dreds of peopl.e living in Xa Tao 
Hung vil!Jlge. 

While Compani• A o! the 3d 
Battalion ecured the area, Cai,­
taln Alden Sweatman or Colum• 
bia, S.C. the battalion surgeon 
and his assistant operations ofli• 
cer, First Lieutenant Richard 
Booth of Anat'Dnda, Mont., co.m• 
bined with the battalion'• team 
of medics to treat over a hw,­
dred and fifty patients. 

"The village wu very quaint, 
wilh neatly thatched roofs, but 
you could tcll that the people 
were somewhat on the: needy 
side," said Sweatman. "The in• 
habitants or the village are 
members of a group of Viet• 
namese people that resemble. 
Cambodians in appearance, are 
of Chinese origin, and at one 
tlme lived quite near Tay Ninh 
City," continued Sweatman. 

•~ere were a.nimals running 
ail over the place. Just like back 
on an l n d I a n a farm," said 
Booth. ·•Many of the women 
were squatting down cooking 
fish over hot rocks. The fish 
were skewered on the ends of 
sharply pointed sticks. Jt wu a 
very primitive scene. n 

••Jn addition to medical sup­
plies and s oap, over ,00 pound_. 
ol rice were also distributed to 
the Villagus." said Sweatman. 
"The village chief had them all 
line up in an orderly fashion 
while he gave ea.ch one a fair 
po.rtion of rice. There was- no 
mass conloslon and hysterical 
~rabblna for supplies." 

During the months of Septem• 
ber and October. the 3d Batlal• 
ion has administered medical 
atd to over 1200 patients in the 
course of their many dvir nctio.n 
projecls in the Tay l\1nh area. 

Wolfhound 
Eliminates 
VC Snipers 

DAU TIENG - Ono Viet Cong 
sniper was killed and two wound• 
ed after they fired at a hellcop. 
tor leaving a 3d Brigade fire 
suppo.rt base. 

The snipers, lurking near the 
edge of the hamlet of Thanh 
An, 3S miles northwest o! Sai• 
gon, were spotted by members 
of the reconnawance platoon- ol 
the tst Battalion, 27th Infantry 
Wolfhounds. 

The recoo platoon moved to­
ward lhe hamlet and received 
sniper fire when they were about 
50 meters away. But, .u First 
Lieutenant Kelth Da>ls or Chica• 
go, Ill., platoon leader, led the 
assault, the Wolfhounds quickly 
overran the £niper position. 

Alter finding the body or the 
dead ,n!per and detaining tho 
two wounded, the reeonnai:rsance · 
soldiers began searching a bunk­
er complex. They quickly found 
s~veral :'Jorth Vietnamese Arm.y 
uniforms and small items. 

lnterrogatlon o! ,,magers led 
lhtm to a woman who was said 
to be the wife of an enemy pla, 
loon leader. She rePortedlY was 
supplying the VC with food. 

SpeclaU•t 4 James Krudop of 
Fort Wayne, Ind .. volunteered to 
s:earc-h 3 nelwork of subter·ra­
ne3n tunnels and chambers. Not 
much wa$ found, but Krudop 
was able to follow tbe complex 
out to • woodline outside the 
village. 

pressur••IYPI' anU•tank mines. 
CommentiJli on the lmpo1lng 

find. Captain Greeory Hayward 
said, uMa1·be the magic word.1t 
have changed, but the results 
haven't," 

BLONDE 80MI--Thi, bc,mb is made o ut of spetia.l kind ot C-4--the kind that ' devostattt' 
Grsl u•, nice a.n.d soft, eosily movlded 10 shape, and if mishandled •. . well, it's up to yov 
if you prefer lo toke that chance. 
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MEDCAP And Civic Action 
A Welcome Break From War 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CPT LES RASCHKO 

All THIS FOR MO seem• to be th• ques tion of this young 
Coo Doi Orphonoge girl alter receiving one of 75 health kits 
paued out by the 1st Brigad• d vit act ions team in Tay Ninh 
c~. ! 

TAY Nl\'H - In a ·ar lhat 
has many different aspects as 
the one in Vietnam. lhert are 
many non-,,.,mbat battles I<> be 
!ought. One of the blg~esl bat­
tles i for the faith. re peel and 
C'Oflfidence of che Vietr,arr..ese 
people. 

Two program lnstituied by 
the F.S. Army to help acrom• 
plish this task are MEDCAP 
(medical civic action program) 
and civic action program<. 

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur H. 
eabrook, 1st Brigade civil al• 

fairs oflil'er, from Charleston, 
S.C.. heads these program, in 
the brigade's area oI operation. 

"Our mal• emphasis has 
been the ,chools '!'lihin Ta1 
Nlnh province. Th<! future or 
Vietnam ti~ in i.ts schools and 
this Is where we can be most 
effective." 

One cJvi.c action program 
coosisted ol building a na pole 
and 5land for the Long Hoa 
Elementary School in Tay Ninh 
City. Materials donated under 
the self-help proiram cen isted 
of 2,M>O brick>, %ti ba¥S or ce.m­
ent, a U-!oot pole and 3 cubic 
meters of grav~I and Mmd. 

There was a!se a nttd £or 
school supplies. School kits; 
writing tablets, rulers. i pens. 
J)t'nell• and ink, • ·ere proytded 
for 110 Long Hua school chil­
dren. 

"During the month of Octo­
ber we also put a lot of em• 

• 
SCHOOL FLAGPOLE-Civic action personnel deliver o new flogpola to the long Hoo Ele-
merd ary School in Tay Ninh during a recent seff .. h•lp p roied, They are Ueft to right) Private 
fi rst Closs Thoma• £. Potterson of levergne, Tenn .. Coptoln CharHe H. Smith, from Atlo•lo , 
Go., and l'rivote First Closs Michael Sanders from Konsas City, Kon. 

phasis on healib standards . hlrts during MEDCAP. Over 
throughout the pro,ince. We 160 T-shirt, with the slogan, 
conducted 65 MEDCAPs. treat, "Your future lies with GVN, I 
ing 7 .072 patients." recalled support GVN.'• we:re given out 
5,;abrook.. to children within Tay 1'1nh 

·-TM children are the one• Province. 
who give Ill the most satis£ac- A Joint 1st Brifl)lde, Pbilip­
t!on on MEDCAP•.'' stated pine civic action group ( PHIL­
Captain Chnrllc W. Smith, from CAG) project during O<'tober 
Atlanta, Ga .• assistant civil af. involved the repairing of the 
fairs omcer !or the 1st Brigade. Long Hoa dispensar1. Thls ••If 
" \Ve passed out 75 health kits help project needed l5 gallons 
to children in the Cao Dai Or, of paint and 15 concrete down 
phanage, spouts, wblch were provided by 

' "To see their erpro ion of ibe tst Brigade, PHILCAG do­
gratiJude when th.-y receive nated a labor team that re­
hese healib klt• is worth a mil- paired lhe dispensary'• walls 

lion dollars," Smith said. and roof. 
Civil action personnel saw "Next month we plan to put 

the chlldren·s smiles. widen a even more emphasis on self. 
little further whe.n they distrlb- help programs and J.IED. 

uied rubber balls, Idles and T• CAPs •. " ~'ilmmenled Seabrook. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL T- SHIRT-A young Vietnam• .. boy dis• 
plays o happy sm ile ond o new T-shirt, which wos d istributed 
by the S-5 (civic ottionl section. The sh irt hos the slog<>n 
" Your future lies w ith th& GVN. I support the GVN," ,tenciled 
ocron the f,ont • 

THIS YOUNGSTER-and o few cohort, sort through the con• 
tents of 75 health kits d istributed to the o,phanoge by the 
civic action team. The kits contained tooth brushes and 
poste, soap and dish, wcsh doth, comb and wash basin. 
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Manchus Capture Five Tons Of Rice In Five Days 

RICE-While o 'Hornet' slick wa its, Della Company, 4th Batta lion, 9th Infantry Manchus hustle 
to load some of the SO one 00 hundred pound bags of rice captur•d during a bush riroster ope ra ­
tion 1ix miles north of Trang Bang. !PHOTO BY PFC H. J. TSCHIRNERI 

DAU TIENG - During a co• 
ordinott'd five-day bushmaster 
operation in early November ele· 
ments of C and D Companie• 
of the 1th Battalion. 9th Infantry 
discovered three separate rice 
<:.aches containing n total of 97 
one hundred pound bags of rice . 

WWI~ the 3rd platoon of D,lta 
Company was reconning•hY•Cire 
F ir-st Lii'ut~nant Rober t li . 
Ho,,hn. Jr. of Aiken. S.C .. 
noticed that a tra~er bud ignited 
a ~mall £ire in a nearby hedg_,e. 
row. Investigation netted a 500(). 
pou od find camo flage<I in 
dense bro.sh ntar the mushroom 
ot the Saigon River. six mlle~ 
north of T!"Jng Lap, 

Tile samt: day, as el,mrents of 
Charlie Cotnpany swept a near­
by area, S!)tclaU t t Carl Olin 
of Phoenix, Arizona found thir­
te.,n 100-pound bags that h• de­
scribed as be-ing "'stacked like 
a bunker.'' 

A clm;:er st-arch, ordered by 
Company Commander Captain 
Carl J . W I n ter of Hemlock. 
:O.Uchigan revealed an additional 
34 bai;S hidden in a hedgerow 
about 30 meters away. 

The total 9700 pounds of en•• 
my rice was e·\"acuated to 2d 
Brigade Head<1uarten where 
First Brlgad" Civic Action per­
sonnel will distribute to local 
tiY1lians. 

VIP: Pay As You Go 
For Cache Information 

TAY NINH - New methods 
are being used to i,ush an old 
information program, The pro,. 

ram, Valuable Information 
Program, (VIP), was first in­
ttlated several years ago. VlP 
will l;h't Ute Vietnamese peo. 
pie a chance to pock.et a few 
exrra dollars for reporting and 
turning in enemy weapons. 

At first, }ittte infonnation 
was gala.'<! as a result of VlP. 

causi.n~ the program to drift 
into the background. Within the 
last monlh. new emphasis bas 
h~n pl:iced on VIP. The im• 
P')rtaoc•t of this program is 
finally coming to the 1urface. 
Jt gives. t.he Vietnamese people 
int.'t•ntives tD report their find• 
ings and belps save American 
lives. 

What The Bombing Halt Means To You 
A pay scale has been pre• 

pared ranging from a £ew cents 
for sma.U arms ammo to a 
ma.Dmu.m of S100~00 for :irtil~ 
ler:r pie<:es. The Us.l provides 
the minimum amount to be 
pa:d. It is realired that local 
sltuatl.ons may make higher 
payment desirable. With the cessation of the 

bombing or the North, one o! 
the major conditions for peace 
would seem to have been met, 
but war ,till must be waged dal• 
ly against an evasive and deter­
mined memy. How the average 
American soldier fits into th.ls 
pR.1.u:re is explained in a recent 
USAIW fact sbeel.. 

first, revie,a.< some of the 
e-venu of the past few months 
to sec what bas been done by 
the United \ates in an attempt 
to resolve the Vietnam conflict 
in a fast but honorable- way. 

To understand the United 
States• pos.ition with regard to 
the conflict in South Vietnam, 
examine the goal stated at the 
conclusion of the October UM 
Manila conference. This confer­
ence was auended by President 
Johnson, thee Government ol 
Vietnam and represenralives of 
all the ~·rw World military as• 
sistanee forces llgbting in South 
Vietnam. At !he time. it wa• 
agreed that: 

I. Allied force, shall be with­
drawn. after close consultation 
with the Government of Viet• 
nam and the other troop L-ontrt• 
buting nntion.,, as I.he mmtarr 
c:tud subversive forces or North 
Vietnam are wi thdrawn to the 
. orth. 

2. lnfUtr.ltion cease!!; aml 
3. The level of violence JUb-­

fide=s. 
In Stptembt'r U167. -Pr~idenl 

Johns.o r\ outlined a propo~al 
which h• hoped would lead to 
negotiations a'nd peace. ThJs pro-

Arty ... 
(CoaUnued From !'age l) 

finders Detachment. 
The clearance of FSB Hines 

and ihe air mobilization of 8 
Ba!ltrY, 7th Battalion, ltih Ar• 
tillc.ry. was a complete SUC<."t':Sl, 

The entire operation. took bul 
rou.r hours and is not only an 
am.a.ting accomplishment but a 
credit to the linited Stal<'• Army 
snd an personnel involved. 

posal, referred to as the ·san 
Antonio Formula' made clear 
that the Unitro Stat<>S would 
stop bombing Nonh Vlctllam 
when such action would lead to 
productive peace talks and not 
bi, used by the North Vietnam­
ese for military advamage. Th.is 
offer was rejected by Hanoi on 
3 Octooor IM7. 

The communist. o!£ensivcs tlur• 
iug 1968. commencing 1>ith the 
T~t offensive in late Januar3,' 
1968. proved lo be a major turn~ 
!ng point in the conflicL The 
enemy hopes tor an uprising of 
lhe South Vietnamese people in 
his supporL Ii did not. occur. 
Not only was the enemy sound-­
! · defeated !n lhls political ob­
Jecth,e, but his military forces 

lightning ... 
{Continued F rom Page I) 

edge of the river. 'fhe oo.root 
bridge, which had till then been 
colb,i,sed on the deck of the 
tank, was raised . kyward and 
thrust across the river . commg 
to rest gently on the other side. 
The lank \hen charged aero&,. 
nnd- gravel trucks were brought 
up lo prepare solid approaches 
to lhe bridge on both sides of 
the river. 

'Then the vehicles begun 
pouring acros.5. Tiu~n~- were 
ranks and APCs-, truck t and 
jf:eps~ utille.ry pieces and wa­
ter traHers. ammo trucki,;. and 
mess ltall sehicles; in all , 70 
tracked •.nd wheeled machlnes 
sped acros on their way to the 
new FSB. 

Lit-utenant Colon!'l Ahnrnn<le:r 
Hunt.. the Regulars command­
ing officer, landed in bis 'C and 
C' ship lo view the ope-ration 
rrom a hill o,,erlooklng tht 
rive-r. 

u111e bri<l~e W)S set down at 
1230 hours and the t.•nll re t·on­
voy wa& moved ncros.s by 13!:I0 
hours," si.ud Wadkins. 

When Ute last Vt'hiele came 
8l'TOliS, the- A VLB movNi down 
and picked up its bridge and 
jolned the convoy. 

wero badly battered. Allied 
forces se-ized the initiative and 
kept it. , .. 

On ~larch lLst. 1968, Presi• 
d.e:nt John.,on made yet another 
effort to bring the conflict to 
the n,goUating table. fie said at 
that time: •·Tonight J renew the 
oiler I ma.de last August - to 

Ho Chi Minh 

slop the bombardm.,nt of '.l!orth 
Vietnam. Tonight I have ordered 
our ain:•raft and our navaf ves­
SPIS tQ mak~ no attacks on 
)forth Vietnam except in the 
area north of the Demillturized 
Zone. Even this very li1mted 
bombim~ of the North could 
come to an early E>nd - if <mr 
restraint f.5: matched by rt­
straint in Hanoi.'' 

Bombing of ~ orth Vlf•tnam 
above the 19th parallel was 
halted. This dr-escalat10n wa!l 
made as :1 1est o( the good failh 
or the North Viet name.e. und 
re ulted in their wiliiu ness to 
me-et with the United States in 
Paris ror negoualion.~ which ·we 
hoped would lead to peace. 

The talks got undenvay on 
May 10 while fighting in South 
\'iHnam continued. }"or qune a 
few months the discussions were 

~"s::£~~~~- !"~:~t-~a::~g~~ 
however. they cntere(t a new, 
mor-e h('1,e£u1 phase. 

In an annou.ncemt:nt of rhe 
bo1.nb1ug halt on October 31.st 
the Presiden1. s:r;1ted: ' 1 We have 
reached the .stage ·\\ ht.>re produ('• 

live talk can begin. We hav" 
made it dear to the other side 
that .!Ut:h talks cannot. rontinue 
if they t.ake military advantage 
of them." 

It must be undent.ood that the 
bombing halt d- no1 mean a 
halt In fighting in South Viet­
na.m. The current uegotiations 
will take more time, and hard 
righUng will eontinue. Although 
the enemy has suflered .!Cvere 
reverses m.tlitarJI}\ he still has 
the capability to continue his ag­
g=sion in the South. Mlli!ary 
pressure has forced the enemy 
to agree to what we hope can 
be mean i n g ful discussions 
in P ads. This milita.rs pressure 
must continue unabated in South 
Vietnam to ensure that thes.e 
dls=ions do lead lo peace. 

Every p<mible step ls being 
taken 10 b~ sure: the enemy tl<Ws 
not take advantage o! the bomb­
ing halt. Commanders ha,.., been 
authorized and directed to take 
any and all actions neceisa.ry 
to defend any unit anywhere in 
South Vietna.mA The choice is 
now the enemy's: fur ther de­
e caJailon or further destruc­
tion. 

The new push on VfP bu JU? 
Teady brought results. While 
sweeping }ltgllway ?6 toward 
French Fort, Alpha Company, 
4th Battalion (Mechanittd), 
23rd Infantry, commanded by 
Captain David Beach of Chica• 
go, came upon a mall ho>• 
standing i.n the road pointing 
to the ground. The boy told 
Captain Be.ach. u ing hand ges­
hues, that a VC mine was in 
the road. 

Cllpl•ln Beach immediately 
radioed the battalion com­
mander, Lieutenant Colonel 
Cli!Jord C. • eilson, of ~ obile, 
Ala., who was surveying tbe 
scene from t.he air. Upon re­
,-eMng the report Neil on 
land.!<! to cheek out the report. 
The small boy was right. The 
1.n.ine was removed, eliminating 
that souree of destruction. 

··This is a fme example of 
the VIP program at work," 
, aid Neilson as he handed lhe 
boy 1.000 t>i•st~rs. 

" I;;oough emphasi~ can neveT 
be placed upon a program de­
~ignt•d to save Am erican 
Jive :· he said. 
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