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FATHERHOOD of GOD, |
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L8 cur notion pouses %o roitenber two holidoys of  two croct
foiths, tho sccecns of Hopuldeoh ond Christwas, I lnow that your
thoughts cro with your faniligs end loved oncs back hono cnd of

y 7_/ tho holidays of the pagt ond of tho holidnys of tho futurce
T~ Although this holidey will not  bo 14%e thoso i your
\; thoughts, you ean bo proud of tho contribution you cxo noking to
N \ tho sccurity of your country and to tho furthoring of tho iderlds
- of both Henuldeoh ond Christnas —- o botter wdorstanding of the

brotiorhstd of none
To tho rion of the 2nd Bottolien, 1st Infontry, I wont to wish ooch of ~you & VOIY
inppy Hanukkoh ond o Morry Christins.
SICLAIR L. MELNER
LTC Infontry
Corriending
» » »

tround the werld, mon, Womon ad childron cro in tho holidey spirite For o tivg = o
peisf tine —— the difforencos of roeo, of crood and of 1declecgy oro put ceide and tho fool-
ing of good will cheundce For this short tive, T2 brw thoir heods ond rTonow thoir alloi-
icneo to tho croator God.

nJoyt is the theno of tho holidey scoeen ond it i o Jo¥ of ponco with God ond o
ronowod mdorstonding of tho br-thorhocd of na, In 2 werld tem with strifo ond heto,
smros tho nosmge of o loviag, coring God, ond rion pouse 0 ho~r agodn tho codl o foit
;".'!Fld tmst-

. young boy in his roon at night with 211 the 1izhts turued off, hoors stronge nodscr
in the derke 48 he beeonod ICTe cnd Tore ofraid, ho cclls out. Thon ho hoors his £ her! -
wico spock to hin through the ¢orkices ond he kmows ho is sofo cnd thrtro horn will bofol
[ B

Thir helid~y sonoon cnséors tho oxy ~f rrnking, who finds hingolf ofraid  of o
cw¥yowme  The voleo of Ged conos with confart —= "I an horoj do not bo aftnid.® Tho joy &
Co=tg honrts i tho JoU oL Wwowing thot tley oro not loft olone dn  tho dorlkg to grope, U
_ueble blindly, but rothor to lmow thot God Hinsclf is noar. :

T, blos~ing of this holid~y sonsen is tho ronlizaticn thot God 35 dn His world onl
-4 His peoplé. The potco which prov-ils is'tic Imovladge of the Fatherhood of God o0
v o Brothorlond of rone  Too progor of this toneon is thot oA nonnight roceive the love of
dod ond give the lovo of 2,

RON.LD R. SIEBERT
CPT Ba Chopladn
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LEGIUNNAITRES UIAIM o'

1Z ROSS —— MLesiomnoires? of the 2nd Bottolion, lst Division during the past
forty doys sow action which yislded 50 eneny KIA's, five NVA/VC coptured, 139 detained
cnd the ccpture of 63 morter rounds, three rockets cnd two crew-served weaponss

Operation Golden Fleece, concluded 17 November, took mors than two nillion
pounds of rice from storving eneny forces ond was termed the most anbitious and sue—
cessful rice denisl progrom ia ths history of T Corps. ‘

ALPHA COMPANY :

Alpha corpany accounted for 16 KIA's, 120 detainees ond thres rockets captured,

The compcny Spent the flrst weesks of November on road security in joint opera~
tions with the Moc Bai group, a PF platoon securing the new Phu Tho village relocae
;:ion.rtRiflo squads daily accorpanied the PF's to insure corrunicotions ond crtillory

PPOT e '

Medic Spi Tonald Williams was recommendod for the Silver Star for his offorts
in caring for the wounded undor firo when the compony!s night lodger was hit on 18
Novenber by heavy sncll arms fire and grenades.

On 30 Novonmber, the Moc Bal PF's ond Sgte James Carter!s squod woro patrolling
~long the old natfonal railrond whon they woro engaged by some 20 VC. The US/PF
foreo killod nino and oaptured threes Kit Carson scout Kong Bal was fatally woundod
in the cction ond wes rocormendod by Garter for tho Silver Stors Men of Alpha core
pany lator contributed toward tho purchosc of his grave monunant.

On a patrol on 3 Docombor, a squad under Spj Dole Broach killed f£ive VCond took
one Chu Hol fron a cavo complox. Iocunmants showod tho decd to bo & VC villggo chief
ond two harllot chilofs cnd o VO cadro.

Sceond plotoon, lod by SFC Giarloes Broadhead, on 9 Docoribor was OAcd into tho
v2lloy botwoen Dragon base and tho rivor, killing onc VC cnd taking 116 dotainocoS,

BRAVO COMPANY ‘

Brevo killod four NVA/VG, took five dotainces and capturcd 63 rortar rounds.

Two ran wors rocormionded for tho Bronze Stor with V dovico. 9p4 Morvin Owons
cnd Orgelio Randon, on @ Secrch and destroy nilssion on 6 Doconbor, with thoir olcmant
pinnod down by onony firo, chargod tho position k1lling two VGC.

Tho day boforo, a patrol discovored on onony rortar position with 63 stoclpilod
roundse Thoy clso dostroyed ton bunkers northoost of L2 Ross. '

Szt. Robort MeCoy! s squad bagged cnothor VG on 19 Novonber during o SWoop through
sugor cono ficlds north of Ross. Earlior, a squad led by Sgt. Garlend Noodhan killod
one VG in on crbush in Hoppy Velloy. :

A tripped floro outside the Ross porinctor on the night of 11 Deccrbor gonerate
0d a Mand ninute? which lestod a full half-hour, vhen the flarc ignited in front of
bunlker 25, two VG with wocpong woro Scon within 50 notors of tho wircs Brave opanod
ups Ono VC went down in tho fusiladc, but o patrol at down rovoclod nothing.

CH;RLIE COMPANY

1o ection since 7 Foverbor, Cherlic company produccd five oncny KIA's, throo
prisonors and ono woopon copturcds Six non worc rocorredlcd. for Bronzc S'b?.rs.

OPCONod to the 1st Bu,, lst Cavolry fron7to 17 Novarbor, Chorlie "ogiomairest
perticipated in o nochanizod swecp of Cigor Idlond to tho Scuth Chinz Soa. ‘

On 13 Novaiber, under hoovy cory firo, Sgte. George Torrosi was woundod in on
cttorpt to toke tn anery position,  Sp4 Donnld Lloxandoer grabbod his woundod bli.ddy
~n¢ begen dregging hin back aeroas tho opon rice poddy when ho too was woundcCs
flexondor had to bo given on ordor and pulled locso fron his burden Wforo ho hineolf
could bo corricd fron the field, according to third platoon saprgonnt 8%t. Rogor
Littornle Both were reesiviendod for the Bronze Star with V dovicos

1o nonod for Bronze Stors with V woro Sgt. Ernost Eastorday, Sp/, Clydo "Doc"
Sovy o~ nd PFC 0lin Nond, . ;

" On = potrol north of Ross tho doy boforo Thonksgiving, onc VO was killod ond
throc copturodse  Quostioning revonlod tho action had aborted a plonned VG probo of
Fipc Support B oso Drogons '

On 26 Novormbor, CGhnrlic compony was Ciod atop LZ Rydor to socurc

ondt robuild
tho old firc suppert bose fer ponding oporg‘bions. -




e L a WAL Ll L

Dolt:, eorpony cecounted for four onory kills and six coptured, ineluding an NV
doctop cnd squac loador, ond tuo crew=sorvod und four individucl wocpe.ics

On 18 Nsveuber, crring cn oporttion in the Glo Cat 3 aron, LT Dovid "Lolty
Porrerts third platoon Xillod twe VO rand eoptured thres and disecverod a VO district
codro depot ond wecpong ineluding ene light and one hoavy machinegun and an AKA7.

In concurront fetisn, Sp4 Walter Clino!s cubushing nechinegun toon killed 3 VO
when they crossed on open rice pad’y. Docwnants on the bodiss indicnted thoy wore
Liportont nembors of tho loenl V6 Infrastructure,

Conduching o roc:n in foree ot the baso of fire support baso Drogon au 23 Noveir
bor, on clenont killad ono VG ~ad enplurcd onother,  Whilo Delta wes OPCON to the
4th Ba,, 3lst Infatry fron 28 Neverbor te 12 Deocorber for thoe Nui Chon mountain op-
oration, LT Dovid Porkor ond PSgt Julins Willians coptured cn NV, squed lecder. Sgte
Bruco Nolmonls squad disecvored on cbandonnd ebsorvation pest with a 50 coliber
rochinogun,.

On tho sone opor~tlon, whilo condueting roeconnanissonco in foree in tho vicinity
of 0ld fire support bose So-ner, LT fubray Sholton!s platoon ceptured o nilitery oge
Vietnarigse raleo who questioning reveclod to be an FVL drector with soven years aducom
tion in Heod,

# ¥ # \
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The invitation was "come as you are" and the men of Bravo company acc epte d\‘
but they were unable to thank their hostess, She was rempalning incognito. |

The "invitation" actuglly came a little late, During a patrol on 12 December,
F Troop discovered a document notifying district VC cadre of a meeting to be held <~
the following night "at Mrs, Trinh's house," The message considerately listed date,
time and location of the lady's residence, some ten kilometers northwestef L& Ross,
The Second of the First decided to add ide own surprise to the proceedings,

At dusk the following evening and one-half hour before the appointed hour to
avoid the complications of total darkmess, Bravo "Legionnaires," ready for a party,
eordoned the hill below Mrs, Trinh's and swept up to the dooryard.

Ales, they were too early. The other guests had not yet arrived, and only five
Vietnamese ladies met them,

With the aid of daylight the next moming, searchers found in a nearby cave
such "party favore" as new black PJ's, deeds to land, pictures of Ho Ghi Minh and 2
red and blue flag with yellow star,

None of the five women would admit to being the most hospitatle Mrs, Trinh,

-

* . #* 3
In November, Voluntary Informant's' GIVInG Tinnad
"Legionnajires" of the Second of the

Program (VIF) purchases from Vietnamese
civilians outside L& foss included 347 First extend congradulations, a hearty
thanks and a snappy salute to the 2/1

M79 Hb rounds, 120 M26 frag grena des
i M T
t %nd 19 Glaym:?reom:mes. Gould YOU have ) o5 for the delicious Thanksgiving
eepal supplier: G . lB ' dinner they served, .
\Jc’d grief, “harlie Srown. _ Can you do it again for Christmas,
fellas? }

\
'

Semper Primus 1s an authorized publi
cation of the 2nd Battalion, lst Infan~
try, 196th Infantry Brigade Informa-
tion Office for all units of the bat¥
talion, Opinions expressed are not necy
gssarily those af the Department of the
Army. Oontributions are encouraged andj™.
may be sent to the Battelion Informetion
Office, hrC, 2/1, 196th Infmtry Prigade
APO 'SF 96256, The Information Officel}
{ reserves the right to_edit all materizl.j
141G S.Li. Melner.....,Battalion Gommander:
M'a'J T'E' ROWB...-....-....-.....-BdVi,SOI‘.
- |PFC J.M. Bruce Reporter, editor,
secretary, typlst and memeogriph monkey
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crl GETY NeW LG
In casreroniss on 20 Noverber, LIC Scvoral special Christios .-

vineledr L. Melner cccepted cormrnd of the ploancd for ricn of tho Sceond of the .1~

--Q Battzlion, lst Infantry £rom outgoing both in the ficld and on LZ Rossg.

orznder LTC Robert MBuck™ Nel sone Catholic and Protostont clinploins will
A nineteen-year vetoran of the Ary, DO noking spooinl offorts to visit ovory firc
%1, Melner wes brigade execcutive officer support brso and company in the ficld during
‘or throo ronths before asmmning coimand of tho wook bofore Christinse An alway s-wolcono
/i, 196th Infrntry Brigode. fo is sorving troct, throo-doy stand downs at tho Chorger

.a first tour in Viet Non, Hilton in Cu Lai, will bogin ghortly boforo
Gol, Mclner!s latest aesiganent baforo Christmas ind oxtond into tho Now YooT.
oning to Viet Nem was as a studont at the On Ross, Protostont worchipcrs will ob-

“hional Wor Collogo at Fort MNeladr, Mod Sorvoe nidnight cervico® Christmas Eve in tho
.gton, D.Ca Ho also took advontogo of his  hew battalion chopole Cotholles will colc=
‘surn in the nationts ceplital to oarn his Tbrato Christncs Doy Moss Christnos morning.

. dosroo in Intornctloncl Affoirs at Goorgo Tho gpocial rolotionship betweon  Que
= d1ington University, Son rofugos village axd the Ton of the 196tk

Prior to his War Colloge studics, Cols will bo highlightod when o lo-nan MLegione
slner spont throe yoars with US NLT0 forcos naire® choir vislts the Viotnicoe ehurca
. Gorneny. He served fiftoon nonths with outsddo Ross for Christros sorvicos, Tho
5 army G-3 ae Chiof of Monouvers in Hoidde choir, battolion cormendor LTC Sinelcoir
o, He thon boecno battalion cormandor of Molner, S5 officor LT Edward Suits and
1o 18t Battolion, 30th Mochenizod Infentry battelion Chaplain (Cpt.)  Roncld Sicbort
‘ignde in Seheinfurst, Ho was thoro 21 Will bo fotcd aftorward to a Christros too
sntha. ' by Minister Nguyen Von Ty, Tho church 1o o
Born ond roised in - Romo, Newodz, tho protestant congrogation associnted with tho
oloncl cnd his wifo, Roma, still maintadn Christion cnd Mioslonary Allicnco.
oip honc thorc, They havo throo children, Christnna aftornoon, the Viotnoieso
~thy, 16, a froghnon oducation nojor at the will roturn tho visit bringing 2 chodr of
“ivorsity of Novads, Miko, 16, = junior dn 50 to 75 childron to corcl GIts cutside tho

igh school, cnd Joon, 6. boso chcpels nSnte @oust is oxpoctod to

Coloncl Melnor lsm enthusiostic golfer ™2 ko cn cpprocromcc  for tho youngsters!

nd hondball playors " benofite

Welcorio to tho Sccondof tho First, Sir. '
- * * * *
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[ W ISH I 0 SAI D THA T Soloctions by TERRI . RO
Battalion S2

mELsT IT T.XES TO BE NUMBER QuE"
minming ic not o conotine thing; itls o c11~tho=ting thing. You don't win once In @
hilo, yeu donft do thingo right oncc In o waile, you do thon right 211 the ting. Winning 1o
“mobite Unfortunctoly, o is loming.
"Evory tinc o footbcdl player good ovt to ply his trude hets got teo play fron tho ground
3 = fren thoe alon of his foot right up W his hoode Soro guys play with tholr hoxdfs
-t'g 0K, Youlve got to bo @art to be No, 1 in ony tusinccs, But morc irportant, youlve
<L o ploy with your hemrt, If youlro lucly anough to f£ind o guy with o lot of hoxd  cud
sorty he's never going £~ eario off tho ficld socond.
314! 5 - roclity of lifo thal non &ro corpotitive ond tho o ot competitive gomos drav
s oot corpeotitivo riane Thoy lmow tho rmles end tho objectivos when they got in the griic.
. objoetive is to win — foirly, osquoroly, bY the rwles = ut o win,.
nye 40 truth, Itve acver Immm o nen worth his salt who in the long Tun, Goop dow dn
15 hoort, ¢idn't cpprociato the gring, tho dinsciplinc. Thore is sothing dn good man thot
.21ly yoarms “for, ncol gy direipline cnd the hapth rorlity of o chollongos
Wl Conlt soy thesc things boccuso I bolicvo In tho tpruto! ncture of mon or thot non
~rt be brutalized to bo corbatlvo. 1 beliove in God, and I beliove in huron doccncye But
firnly belicve that oay Vs fingst hour — his grectost fulfillrent to oll that ho hclds
cnp e ig thot mouent whan ho has worked his heort out in o good ctuso ~nd lics oxhoustol
s the ficld of bottle — vigtorious.®
' VIiCE LOMBARDI

- | ‘ ‘"‘\‘h'l\"‘ £
“CHRIS TMAS S




