
"-~. .-

NEW~LETTER OF 'I'IlE 2l'lD B:.TTILION, 1ST ].IF.l'TRY, 196TH Il;'F.}lTRY BRIG.JlE "LEGIQ}]}LJRES" 

. rl~BER 13 """""ER P!UMU" ......... , ., DEC. 25, 1968 

I 
rvlAN " j} / 

~~~ /W~, 

-..•. _---.. _---
~ ... --.... ----

/ I \ .-.--
.. -..... - .' 

l.s our n~.tion pcusos to rononbor two holid::-.ya of tu~ [;ree.t 

f~.iths, tho ooco:ms of HD.11uldt..".h c.nd Christr.:o.s, I ImO\1 thnt your 

thouGhts ::xe with your fa.nilios c.nc-:' lovod on08 bo.ok hono c.nd of 

tho helido.ys of tho peat C .. 11d of tho holid:-.ya of tho futuro • 

.lllthough this holie1::y will not bo l:U~ tho so in Y',ur 

thoughts, you can bo proue1 of tho oontribution you ero ncldl1g to 

tho soourity of your oountry o.nd to tho furthoring of tho iCo:-.lo 

of both Hal'.ulcb1l al1d Christnc:.s _ e bottor UlldorstanC::hlG of tho 

brot:l0rhc·:c1 of r.r.n. 

To tho non of t:10 :alel Bc.tt..".lion, 1st Infc-'ltry, I 'lc.nt to Wish ouoh ot,- you c. vory 

';::ppy HClluldce.h Cl1c1 8. Merry Christr.~s. 

.. .. 
SIl;'CL;·.IR L. NEUTER 
LTC InfCll1try 
Con'lCndmg .. 

}.I'm.mel the world, DO:1, \10r2011 :;.nc1 ohil(1'Ol1 =0 hl tho h01id..".y spirit. For 0. ti::oo - c 

Driaf t:t:10 _ tllO differenoes of r~.oo, of orood enel of idcclcf;Y ero put ::sido o.nd tilo fool­

ing of [:00(1 'WiD. c.bcUt."'lc1c. For thio ohort ti·:o, non br;y thoir hoOOo 2.>"1c1 ronO\T their c.llo~':­

iGlOO to tho orao.tor GJd. 
IIJeylt is tho thono of tho holic1::Y ilO,~n-:,n ::11ce it is:-. jcy of ponoo with Goe'. allcl c 

"ol'owod undorat::l1Cl:i;'G of t:10 br::t,'l"rhooe~ of r:o.:1. In D. world tern with atrifo cnd hute, 

~''':.os tho no S~'1.go ~f C. lOV:Ulg, onr:L."1[; GJcl, ~ld noll pc-usa to ho::-.r o.g:~m tb.o c:-.ll to f~.it: 

~J1cl trust. 
:~ Y"w'.G boy m hio roon a.t night with nll tho licihto turnod off, hours strmc;o noisor 

in tllO d2.I'l:. ;~o he booonoo !lore ('.Uc1 rvro cfro.ic1, ho o~lls out. Then ho hoc.ro ;lio f:-.thoI'I c 

'c ico opoc.l: to hk tl1r::UGll tho cl:'.r1o.101l5 c..."1C1 ho lmows ho is ~-...ro ~.ne~ tlr.t 11) lK,r;l will bofT 

Thir h"liC..-.y oo:-.oon ::'.l1 ~rs tho ory of rnlk:Uld, woo f:indo hinsolf nfrc.icl of t:_ 

. ·':~l·own. Tho v::;ioo 'Of 0:(1 oonoo uith oo:,r"rt - nI an horo; do not be c.rt:o.icc.« Tbo joy i. 

.;." 0 :10 crt 0 io t:':J j'7 of l:t,owmg thc.t tl oy c.ro n'Jt loft nlono :!u tho c1::rlq tc g1'O;JO, t· 

cc'" :blo bl:!nclly, b\.,t r,~tllor to 11::10\1 thc.t God H:I.:·lS01f is noo.r. 

Tb:) blos'.)';lG sf this ly.lic'.-.y oo-.ocn io tlio ronliz:-.ticm th::-.t GJe'. is m His wrlC.C:::.'. 

,C .. t:l Ilir. pooplo. Tho poc.ou 1lh:i.ch prove.ils il1't:.l0 lmouloC![;c.; of the :Fo.tllGrooc.'cl vf ~(' ~~'.:' 

\ .. 0 Brot!1orhc~c1 of r.:r-.n. T20 pr.".yor of ~'1is oO:'.El:'n is t.,1,.o.t ~ll neruUgbt rooeive tllO bvo 'Of 

Joc~ ,:'.,...~G. Give t.s.~G lova of' 1":".-"'-"'1. 

" 

RON,'LD R. S~RT 
CPT B:l Cho.pl.o.m 

.. ,',.,,' < ("'" 1 ~ : ~:' ... <i{(/ _:f-: :':" ":' ::: ~r<. ;. ':'~~ ':. '" ':' <.~) 

. . , 



L LAllvl hI 
j 

....... / 
LZ RO~S - "1e3iom12.irel>" of t11e 2nd Ec.tto~ion, 1st Division dur:lng the past 

~orty dcy~ s.:m action which yielded 50 enerJY KIA! s, five NVA/VO C<lp~ 139 detained 
c.nd the cc.p~re of 63 mrtur rounds, three rockets end two crew-served weapons. 

Operat:lon Golden Fleece, concluded 17 Novenber, to ok no re than two million 
pounds of rice frem sto.rv:ing eneny forces end WC'.s termed the r.lO st o.nbitious ani suc­
cessful rice den:l".l pro~~J'1 :1<1 tha history of I Corps. 

,UJ'HA COMP ~Y 
Alph::>. company accounted for 16 KIA! s, 120 deta:lnees and three rockets captured. 

. The compcny .spen~ the first weeks of November on road security :in jo:lnt opere.-
t:lons with the Moc En:L group, 0. PF platoon secur:lng the new Phu Tho village reloca­
tion. .Rifle squads dc.ily accor:rpmied the PF! s to :il1 rure cornr.runicc.tion s mJd crtillery 
support. 

Medic Sp4 Ibnald Wil1:l~s wus recol1lmOQded for the !lilver Sto.r for hi s efforts 
:in co.ring for the woundod under firo when the conpmy! s night lodger WaS hit on 1$ . 
Hover.lber by heo.vy snu1l a:ms fire and greno.des. 

On 30 November, the M9C &.i PFI s and Sgt. James Carter! s squcd were po. trolling 
2.10ng the old nctional rc.i1roo.d whon they wero engaged by sone 20 VO. Tho U SjPF 
forco killed nino md onpturod throe. Kit Oo.rson scout Kong Eni was fa.to.lly woundod 
in tho c.ction md WCoS rocoLlnendod by Carter for tho Silver Sto.r. Men of Alpha. COD­
pany lat~r contributed towurd the purehc.se of his grc.Ve nonunent. 

On 0. pa.trol on 3 Docombor, 0. squo.d under Sp4 Dolo Broach killed fivo va and took 
one Chu Hoi frem Co cave complox. IbC\lIl(lIlts showed tho dead to bo 0. VO vil.l.4go chiof 
c'.."ld tuo hnnlot chiofs w.1d Co va cadro. 

Second pl::ctoon, lod by SFC Oho.r1os Eroo.dhea.d, on 9 Ibcorlbor wa.s OAod in to tho 
vc-J.loy betweon Drc.gon ba.se cnd tho rivor, killing one VO end t..'1.king 116 deta:l<1eos. 

Bru.VO COMP ANY 
Ere.vo killed four NV:I/VC, took five dek:lneos and co.ptured 6,3 norto.r rounds. 
Two non woro r:Jcor.JJ:l011dod for tho Bronze Star 'lith V devico. Sp4 Mc.rvin Owon s 

end Orgelio Rondon, on Gt secrch and destroy mission on 6 Docenbor, with their e1enont 
p:lnned down by onony fire, charged the po sition killing two VC. 

Tho day boforo, a po.trol discovored an onony nortur position ~Tith 6,3 stoclqlUod 
rounds. 1hoy o.lro dostroyed ton bunkers northo::cst of LZ Ro SSe 

S>,ctt. Robert McCoy! s squ:::d b:::gged o.nother VO on 19 Novonber dur:ing 0. SWoep through 
sug,~r 0:;;'10 fio1do north of Ro ss. Ear1ior, :\ squad lod by Sgt. Gv.r1cnd Noodho.o killed 
ono VC in ~"l c.nbu Ilh :il1 Hnppy Vo.lloy • 

.A. trippod flnro outside tho Ro ss por:!nctor on the night of 11 Docenbor goner~:t.. 
ed 0. trn.'1.d ninute n which lo.stoCl 0. 1\111 h~f-hour. \J11on the flnro i@1itod :il1 front of 
bunker 25, two VO with woc.ponD woro seon within 50 notors of the wire. Bro.vo oponod 
up. Ono VO wont dO\n1 in tho fusilnCle, but n p::>.trol nt do.wn revo~od nothing. 

CH$LIE OOMP lNY 
b notion s:l<1ce 7 l'ovonbor, Chcrlio conpC\l1Y producod five oneny KI.A.! s, throe 

pri sonar 0 me:: ono woc.pon cnptured. Six non woro reconneli01.oe~ for Bronze stc.r s. 
OPOONeel to the 1st In., 1st Ocev2.lry frer.l7 to 17 NOve,lbor, Ch:'.rlio "1ogiom12.iros" 

p~rtio:ipo.tod in 0. nochcn1zod swoep of Cigo.r Islmd to tho South Ch:!."lo. Soo.. 
On 13 Novenber, unclor hoc.vy Q;1ony firo, Sgt. Goorgo Torreni w:'.s wO\111doe1 :1<1 an 

c.ttonpt to tc.ko tell. onony po sition. Sp4 Ibl1~d /J.oxandor gra.bbod his woundoCl OO.ddy 
,'Ole' beg:'l1 dro.gg:U1!l hX'l oc.ck ncross tho open rico pc.e1dy when ho too wno wounded. 
:J.exc1".(:or ho.d to bo givon ::'."1 ordor c-T1d pulled 10000 fren his burdon lDforo ho hbsolf 
coule~ be oc.rriod fran tho field, o.CCOrd:l<lg to third plntoon so.rgomt SSgt. Rag or 
Littorel. Both wer;> recc".'llendod fer the .Bronze Star with V e!ovico. 

l.l1D n~led for Bronzo stc.rs with V wore Sgt. Enlost Eo.stordo.y, Sp4 Clydo "Ibc n 
Sevy 2. l1d PFO Olin Nonl. 

On " pc.trol north of Ross tho Clc.y bofore '!h..\I1ksgiving, ono VO wns killoC'. c."ld 
throe cc.pturoe". ~wstioning revealod the Clction hc.e1 o.berted 0. plcnnod VO probe of 
Firo ,~port B c.oo Dr2·zon. . 

On 2<; NovoDbor, Ch:'.rlio conpcny Wo.s OAGd o.top LZ Rydor to securo c-'ld robuild 
tho 01e1 firo SL1ppcrt bc.so for pcnd:U1g opor!;-tionc. 
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Dolt:: cOT.1pC'.ny c.coo1.mted for four C:lony kills C'.nd n:\.x c::1pturoc1, :!J.1clud:inj an FV' 
doct~~r ;:.l1(~ squc:.c1 lo['.(~or, 2.l1(~ tuo crew-servod tIne four il1divic1uc.l 'W'02.pC .. :C, 

On 18 }bvo:lbor, c.c:r:bg e.n opor~tio:l :in tho Gk Cd 3 c:.ro,~, LT D::.vicl "Lofty ,I 

1'2.1'::01,1 s thirC. plc:.tc:m ldlloc1 t'1C VC Clld c:-.pturoc'. throo .:-.ncl c1.isccvoroc1 a VC C!ist1'ict 
cc""',c.ro c.cpot C'.!1c1 'WQ,:: .. p0118 ±1cluc.:inG ~110 light one. ono hao.vy mcht."'legon nnc1 ['1.,."1 J.~7. 

In conc1.'.rront c.cti<,n, Sp4 Hal tor C11.01 S c.l.:bush:ing ;·lC.ch:i.nogun toc:.!' ldlioc'. 3 VC 
whon thoy cro soo(1 c.l1 opon rice p:-.d':~y. Ibm1l1onts on tho boc1ios 1.dic:-.toc1 t110Y woro 
:U.1port::nt nonbors of t.c'J.o locd VC :U'.fr,:\structure. 

Cone:1.1cjl':i11[5 Co roc:!"! i:.1 force :-.t tho b~so of fire support b"-l0 Dr:lgen enl 23 Uovor .... 
bor, C11 c.loDcnt JdJ.lo(1 ono VC Clle1 c::pturoc1 :'.l1:Jthor. 1.Jhilo Dolt:1. well 01'OON to tho 
4th fu., 31st Inf'11try fran 28 Novo:-:ber to 12 Docenbor fer th" Nui Chen munt.'1:in o~ 
orc.tion, LT Do.vic! F:-.r!w1' end FSgt Jtllks Willic.·.lR cc.ptured 0... llV:. squ:lcl lec".der. Sgt. 
Bruco Nolron' s sqc'.C.clc~isccvoro('! ::111 [,bc.ncLo!1.lJd .obGorv~"ticm poot with 0. 50 ce.liber 
r ... :.chinogw1. 

On t:,0 Sc"\I:O 0porC'.tion, whilo COl1C'!UCt:ing rocol'll"1c.e.isscnco :in force :il1 tho Vic:U1ity 
0f 01(1 firo support beoo S:>cnor, LT ;:.ubroy Sholton's pb,toon cc.pturcc1 c. nili'kry e.gc 
Victn[IIOQsc '::o.1e who questbnil1g revoc.lod to be o.n lTV~ c1c:c-t0r with SQVC:1 years cc1:ucc.­
tiDn :in Hmoi. 

'* .. '* 

R.S. V. P. GI , I 
The invitnt:1on was "come as you are" and the men of Bravo company acc ep t e d\, 

rut trey were unable to thank their mstess. She was relMining incognito. \ 
The "invitat:1on" actually came a little late. During a patrol on 12 December, t 

F 'i'roop discovered a document notifying district VC cadre of a meeting to be held ''-.. 
the following night "at Mrs. Trinh's houlSe." The message considerately listed date, 
time and location of the lady's residence, some ten kilometers northwesttit' U. Ross. 
The 5eoond nf the First decided to add U8 own surprise to the proceedings. 

At dusk the following evening and one-half hour before the appointed hour to 
avoid the complications of total darkness, Bravo "Legionnaires," ready for a party, 
cordoned the hill below ~lrs. Trinh's and swept up to the dooryard. 

Alas, they were too early. The other guests had not yet arrived, and only five 
Vietnamese ladies met them. 

Ilith the aid of daylight the next llX>rning, searchers found in a nearby' cave 
such "party favore" as new black PJ' s, deeds to land, pictures of Ho Chi ~linh and a 
red and blue nag with yellow star. 

None of .the five women Would admit to being the most hospitable ~jrs. Trinh. 

'* 
In November, VOluntary Infomant' s 

Program (VIP) purchases from Vietnamese 
civilians outside U. hoss included 347 
H79 Hb rounds, 120 M26 frag g ren a des 

~
a.rid 19 Claymore mines; Could YOU have 
been a supplier? ' 

Good grief, Charlie Brown; 

* '* 
,,111 1.,,, T ..... ,~ 

"Legionnaires" of the Second of the 
First extend congradulations, A hearty 
thanks and a snappy salute to the 2/1 
mess for the deliciou s Thanksgiving 
dinner they served. ' 

Can you do it again for Christmas, 
felias? 

\ 
SeJl1ler Primus is an authorized Plbl~ '. 

cation of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Inf~,n­
try, 196th Infnntry Brigade Infoma.., 
tion Office for all units of the ba to\­
talion, Opinions expressed are not nec·, 
essarily those /'Of the Department of th" 
ArIl\V. Contributions are encouraged and 
may be sent to the Battl'lion InforIIl<,tion 
Office, hrtC, 2/1, 196th lnfmtry 0rlgroc 
AFO SF 96256. The Informfltion Office 

" reserves the right to edit all materiC:l.j' 
LTC S.L. helner ...... Battalion COllllll!nder, 
~II<J T .j),. Rowe .................... li.dvisorl'" 
PJo'!:; J.M. Bruce Reporter, editor, ", 
secretary, typist and memeogrllph monkey 
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I\J t \,vI G.O. 
In eerenonies on 20 Nover:ber, LTC 

iinelc.ir L. Melner c.eeepted ccT1nmd of the 

'cl Becttd1on, 1st bfi\!ltry £ron outgo:lng 

0!.L:':'!1cler LTC Robert "Buel:" 11 131 ron. 

A n:il1eteen-YBecr veterrul of the l!:rDY, 

'01. Melner YeS brig.2cle executive officer 

'0r three Donths before o.ssun:ing CO'.lI1Dnd of 

/1, 196th InfClltry Brigade. He is sorv:lng 

:,8 first tour :in Vict nan. 

Col. HoL'ler l s lo.to,st oe.sigllDcnt beforo 

on:inS to Viet NeD wo.s o.s 0. stud~nt o.t the 

'.·;;1on::o.1 Wc,r Collego at Fort HcNdr, Wash­

:r;ton, D.C. Ho 0.190 tool~ o.dvclltnc;o of his 

'Gum :41 the no.t1on' s ccpito.l to onrn his 

t •• C.e~rco :in Intornc-.tionc.l Affc.irs o.t Goorgo 

'~r~1ington University. . 

Prior to his Wo.r Collego studios, Col. 

Jl:lor span t throo yocrs with US N .~'10 forco's 

,Gorr·lOl1Y. Ho servod fi.t'tOOll TlOnths with 

'3 em.ry G-3 ecn Chiof of Mc.nouvers :In HoiclciJr. 

!rg. He tholl bocCJ'lo bo.ttdion corn"llldor of 

10 1st Battc~ion, 30th Hochc.nizod Info.ntry 

·:LZc.do :In SchO:i;.lf\).rSt. Ho wos thoro 21 

nths. 
Born c.,d raised :in . Rono, N or...d:::., tho 

'.llonol c~ld his wifo, Rom, still tJo.:into.in 

,oir hono thoro. ThOY hD.vo thro~ chlldron, 

,thy, 16, 0. frosht1.."ll oducc.ticn T.u:jor ct tho 

.c.ivorsity of Nov.2ck., MjJ~o, 16, 0. ju.,ior :In 

19b school, o.nd J oo.n,6. 

Colonol Holnor is:n onthusiestic golf~r 

.. i1cl h811d\nll plo,yor. ' 

lokllcono to tho Seoonclof tho Fir"lt, Sir. 

* * 
WISH ro SAl D 

Several spoc:i<:!l Christ:~. G v:_ 

plc.zU1ec'. for non of tIl.:l Soe01'<". of tho " •. 

both :In tho fiold o.nd on LZ Ro SSe 

Go.tholic o.nel Pl'::>tostcnt cl:Ccpl:::.fus will 

bo T.'~""king spoci.'1.l offorts die> visit overy fire 

support b·'. SO UI."1cl conpCl-'lY jn tho fidel clur:il1[; 

tho \1001~ boforo Christt;c,s. fl., clw:::.y~welcollO 

troc.t, throo-dc.y stClld downfl o.t tho Ch'c!rgor 

Hll ton :41 Chu Lc.i, ,dl1 bo[;:i.l1 shortly boforo 

Chriatnas ~Jlc1 extond futo tho Nou Yoc.r. 

On Ross, Protost.:mt ~Iors.":lpors ~Illl ob­

Oorvo nidnight oorvicolll Christv.c.s Evo :In tho 

now bo.tto.l.ion c;lo.pol. Co,tholicfl will colo­

br~to OhriotI:1...~p Dc .. y H':100 Chriatu .. 1.s r..ornjl1G. 

Tho apociru. roletionohip bot,lOon Qlo 

Son refugoo villc.go (')'l:1 tho r:c::! of tho 196ti: 

will bo highlightod whon c. 15-r.1O.!l "Lcgion­

nairo ll choir visit a tho V1ct.n,';-:ooo churc:, 

out flido Ro flO for ChriatrJc 0 sorvico o. TIlo 

choir, bc.tt.llion contlc.ndor LTC S:il1cl:::.ir 

Molnor, !>-5 officor LT Edwc.rd S1.1i ts o.nu 

battc.lion Chnplo.:ln (Cpt.) Ronc~d Sieb~rt 

w:Ul bo foted afto:r:warc1 to c. Clhrictr.1t'. r, toa 

by N:ll.1istor N guyon Vo.n Ty. Tho c;lurcl1 io c. 

protost:::'l1t congrogation c.soocietoc1 with tho 

Chriotic.n c .. ,Q l1iooiona.ry Allimco. 

Christn.,\11 aftornoon, tho Vietn~;loao 

wlll rotur-l tho vioit br:il1g:ing a oCl0ir of 

50 to 75 c:l:Udron to cnrol GI' c outcic1.o tile 

bellO cllapol. nS:1l1tc. Cl::uo" io oxpocted to 

nc. ko an c.pproc=c~ for tho youngstorsl 

benofit. 

* 
THAT 

* 
Se18ctiono by .TERRY E. RONE 

MJR luf 
Bo.tWion !>-2 

''1-1R:.T IT T.:.JiES '10 BE N1JNBER ONE" 

"1,1:i;.1ning 113 not c'. ronet:u:lO th:lng; it'c 0."1 :::J.l-tho-t:itlO tll:i;.lg. You don1t W:i;.l O1'eo :in a 

~ .. dlo, yOl~ c10n t t do thtJ.go right onco :in 0. wh:iJ..c, you do thon rigllt dl t..~o tine. W:U1:.1il1G 10 

. l1C!bit. Uafortunc.toly, 00 is loo:i:lg, 

"Evory t:L-_o c. footbcJ...l plc.yor goo C Ol!t to ply hio tr:'c1o he I S got to plc.y fran tho groU:lel 

} - fIY"'l"l tho colo P of hie foct ric.;11t up to hie hc~. Sarlo gtlyO play witt.'1 thoir ho.:'.dc. 

'.-t'n OK. You'vo got to bo ~ to be No.1 :in G.ny businocs. Bl.lt nero inporta.nt, "rmlvo 

'. c to plc.y with your he::-.rt. If you'ro lucl:y oDour;h to fll1c. c. guy \lith e lot of ho~.(1 c'.nu 

.J2..r't; .. 110' r, :10vor go :L'"1S; t: C'J:1l.Q ott tho riolc1 oociinc1. . 

nIt' n ~. ro:J.ity of lifo t.'1Clt noll cro cODpotitivo O,;ld tho no at conpotit ive [;::-::00 drc\1 

'.1:) r.n st conpotitivo non. TIl0Y lmow tho l'lUOC1 c..nd tho objoctiveo whon thoy got :In tho G':1:o. 

':0 objoetivo io to W:lll - f,~irly, Gq\1.C.roly, by tho rulOD _ but to w:in. 

n :el(' b truth, I'va novol' lmo~/l1 Co DOll \forth hio ml t who :in tho long rt .. " deop c'.e>\r.l :in 

i.e; hx.rt, c'.U1"l' t c.pprocic.to tho r;;ri."1c1, tho clincipl:ine. Thoro io n:moth:lng :in gooe: I'on th"t 

J ~lly yoarno "for, nc.oc'.c, l~ir.cipl:1ne ~.11c1 tho haroo' ro~~ity of c. cho.ll<mgo. 

"1 LO!1't sc.y t.'13Co t!ybgo bOCC.llSO I bcliov.:l :In tho 'bruto' l1~'turo of n."ll or tih".t nOl, 

'ct be brnklizoc'. to bo canrot1vo. I bolievo :In Goel., ene: I boliovo :In l'rur:nn elocency. But 

;'i1'1':ly believo th,".t ,,--,y l.l~'_' 0 f:4!ost hour - his groc.tost f'ulf:\lhlOl'lt to C1~1 tl1.?t ho hclc':'o 

'".r - io tloc.t llCllont \lh::11. ho hc.s worked hill hoc.rt but :in Co good C:1.USO ~.ml lios oxl1.::ustoe 

, t:lO field of bc.ttlo _ victorious. n 
VIl:1ClE LOMBJRDI 

l'1fR11Y 
[UJ11f5 Titli A S 


