




















ctivity in the Republic of Vietnam underwent
dramatic changes as America’s Vietnamization
program entered- its third year. Where in past years
American combat activity had made headlines, such was

not the case in 1971. The year, however, was far from.

uneventful. Redeployment of American troops, combined
with events on the social and political scene, made 1971 a
significant event in the history of the Indochina War.
% * %k

Redeployment was a key word during America’s sixth
year of active involvement in the Republic of Vietnam.
Numbers and percentages were debated and discussed by
Congressmen, newsmen and Gls alike throughout the year.
But as speculation continued and the year came to an end,
morte than 150,000 American Gls had left the Republic and
the total number of American forces still there was well
below the 200,000 mark.

‘The figure was impressive but more significant was what

the figure indicated. America had ended its offensive role in-

Vietnam and had become an advisory and supporting force.

Indicative of the transition was the formation of the
Second Regional Assistance Group (SRAG) and the Third
Regional Assistance Command (TRAC). Formerly known
as' 1 Field Force, Vietnam and II Field Force, Vietnam,
respectively, they had had control over nearly every combat
unit in Vietnam. By Apsil, TRAC had operational control
over one combat brigade only; the rest of its mission was
strictly advisory. One month later, SRAG became an asset
of MACV and assumed a wholly advisory mission.

Throughout the year, American combat umits that had

played major roles in previous years stood down and
- redeployed.

The 25th Infantry Division, beginmng its standdown late
in 1970, was gone by April along with two squadrons of the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. Prior to their departure,
two brigades of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) had
-redeployed. The I1st. Brigade, S5th Infantry Division
(Mechanized) completed the turnover of its positions to the
ARVN and, by August, had returned to Fort Carson,

Colorado. During the same month, the 173rd Airborne
Brigade left. Later in the year, during November, the 23rd -

Infantry - Division (Americal) redeployed two brigades and
was - deactivated; the 196th Infantry Brigade became a

separate unit. And finally, in November also, the 101st "

Airborne Division (Airmobile);, the last fully operational
combat unit in Vietnam, began phasing out of combat and
planned to redeploy one brigade before Christmas.

Under President Nixon’s most recent redeployment

phase, another 45,000 troops were scheduled to leave:

Vietnam: 25,000 in December and another 20,000 in
January 1972. This was neatly twice as many per month as
in the beginning of the year.

Units that remained were supporting and advising
Republic of Vietnam forces and the civilian population.
President Nixon was scheduled to announce further
redeployments and progress in Vletnamlzatlon prior to
Februaryl 1972. .
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It’s cheap and easy to buy from the Delta to the DMZ. it
is often available on the bunker line. GIs have been known
to cut holes in the wire to walk out and buy it. It is 95%
heroin, powdery and white. It looks something like laundry
detergent, but you can tell it from soap by the taste. It is
very bitter and the white particles burn like acid on the
tongue. '

. As drugs the world over captured a large portion of the
headlines in 1971, the problem was particulary acute in
Vietnam. With combat activity drastically reduced and
soldiers in rear areas confined to their base camps, the

" temptation to overcome boredom with drugs became

serious. It was generally recognized that the drug situation
was one of the five most pressing problems in Southeast
Asia.

The government’s top narcotics official, John Ingersoll,

" Director of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs

made a two week tour of Vietnam in April to help military
authorities tackle the soaring drug problem among Gls in
Vietnam, following a Congressional subcommitte report
that as many as 30,000 servicemen may be using heroin in
the war zone, *‘clearly epidemic proportions”.
Congressional investigators, upon returning from a tour of
Southeast Asia in May said, “heroin is as available on the

. streets of Saigon as a pack of cigarettes or a Coke in

Washington.”

Early in the year, positive steps towards curbing the drug
abuse problem included the Exemption program whereby a
soldier drug abuser could turn himself in to the.proper .
authorities (his CO, chaplain, first sergeant, etc.) and
receive treatment and counseling with ng fear of judicial
prosecutlon

- By March, several new facilities had opened country- -wide
as extensions of the Exemption program to provide a place
for the drug abuser to withdraw from drugs under medical
supervision and a location for ex-drug users to discuss
problems associated with drugs. Drug rehabilitation centers
for people with heavy habits, coffee houses for rap sessions
and personal guidance offices were opened wherever
feasible throughout Vietnam.

The drug rehabilitation centers had their problems,
ranging from counselors who were users and were arrested
for possession to credibility gaps with both the

establishment and drug using population. But mostly they

were staffed with well qualified people who had eductional
background in psychology, sociology and teaching; ’rhe
results of the program continued to be heartening.

However, by June, it was clear that more drastic
measures would have to be instituted if the ever increasing
problems of drug abuse were to be stemmed. A
Congressional study reported in late May the Gls hooked
on heroin in Vietnam should be forcibly hospitalized for at

- least three years.

On June 9, the Senate voted to compel the armed
services to start an immediate program to identify and treat

‘'servicemen hooked on drugs and prohibit arbitrary

dischaige of addicts without offering them full treatment.
On June 17, President Nixon made a major policy speech
on drug abuse in a special message to Congress. He asked






















































CPT Ronald E. Ray
25th Inf Div, 19 June 1966

SGT Charles B. Morris
173rd Abn Bde, 28 June 1966

SGT Donald R. Long*
lst Inf Div, 30 June 1966

PFC Billy L. Lauffer*
Ist Cav Div (AM), 21 September 1966

SP4 John F. Baker Jr. ‘
25th Inf Div, 5 November 1966

CPT Robert F. Foley
25th Inf Div, 5 November 1966

CPT Euripides Rubio Jr.*
Ist Inf Div, 8 November 1966

1LT Joseph X. Grant*
25th Inf Diy, 13 November 1966

SGT Ted Belcher®
25th Inf Div, 19 November 1966

PFC Louis Albanese* _
Ist Cay Div (AM), 1 December 1966

SSG Delbert O. Jennings
Ist Cav Div (AM), 27 December 1966

1LT John E. Warren Jr.*
25th Inf Div, 14 January 1967

SP4 Donald W. Evans Jr.*
25th Inf Div, 27 January 1967

1LT George K. Sisler*
Sth Special Forces (Abn), 5-7 February 1967

PFC Louis E. W’illett"l
dth Inf Dlv, 15 February 1967

PFC James H. Monroe* |
1st Cav Div (AM), 16 February 1967

SSG Elmelindo R. Smith*
4th Inf Div, 16 February 1967

1SG Maximo Yabes*
25th Inf Div, 26 February 1967

PSC Matthew Leonard*
Ist Inf Div, 28 February 1967

2LT Stephen E. Karopczyc*
25th Inf Div, 12 March 1967
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ILT Ruppert L. Sargent*
25th InfDiv 15 March 1967

SP4 Charles C. Hagemelster
Ist Cav Div (AM), 20 March 1967

SFC Charles E. Hosking*

Sth Special Forces (Abn), 2] March 1967

MSG David H. McNerney
4th Inf Div, 22 March 1967

SP4 Don L. Michael*
173rd Abn Bde, 8 April 1967

PFC Louis E. Willett*
4th Inf Div, 15 April 1967

SP4 George A. Ingalls*
Ist Cav Div (AM), 16 April 1967

SGT Kenneth E. Stumpf
4th Inf Div, 25 April 1967

PFC Leonard B. Keller
9th Inf Div, 2 May 1967

PFC Raymond R. Wright
9th Inf Div, 2 May 1967

PSG Bruce A. Grandstaff*
4th Inf Diy, 18 May 1967

SP4 Dale E. W ynen*
101st Abn Div ;’TM), 18 May 1967

PFC Leslie Bellrichard®
4th Inf Div, 20 May 1967

SSG Frankie Z. Molnar* .
4th Inf Diy, 26 May 1967

SP4 Carmel B. Harvey Jr.*
1st Cav Div (AM), 2] June 1967

SP5 Edgar L. McWethy Jr.*
Ist Cav Div (AM), 21 June 1967

SSG Webster Anderson

101st Abn Div (AM), 15 October 1967

2LT Harold B. Durham Jr.*
Ist Inf Diy, 17 October 1967

CPT Riley L. Pitts*
25th Inf Div, 31 October 1967

SP4 Robert P. Stryker®

It Inf Div, 7 November 1967
























