











' 2 000 years.

~In 938 AD,, after centur;es of Chnnese domma-- '

_'-tron the. Vietnamese drove the invaders from the
- Red River Delta at the Battle. of Bach Dang.
Attempts te retake the area were repelled. In 946,
though' by no' means out of danger, an independent

. Vietnam became a reality, With the exceptron of

a 20-year interlude of reoccupation in the early

15th Century, - Vietnam remamed independent for
- the next 900" years,
The Ly Dynasty,.established in 1009 was - the -

first great Vietnamese. re1gn and, after -an interval
-of confusion, ‘ushered in a period of cultural de-
velopment, territorial expansion and prosperity. The
Ly rulers. gave the government the form -it retained
until the French conquest in the 19th Century.
The role of the emperor was dominant, He was

- the- father. of  the nation-family-—the absolute tem- -

'. - poral monarch in whom all power of state resided.

* And he was the rellgrous head of ‘the fealm acting -
. as-intermediary: between it -and heaven. A civil -
3 bureaucracy, called"the mandarinate; performed the T

functions: of administering ‘the ‘country. "

IR | m1d-13th Century, Kubiai Khan' tr1ed to ine
“vade Dai-Viet, ds.Vietnam was then called. - Three .~
Aimes: his armres were. repelledwthe last tlme ln,_.'

omiriated - commerce’ in Vietnam, but  they were

';oth - Bar pea -natlons were estabhshmg' in As1a-.__'

_ ‘it ;best to understand-;.--_. '
m’s past. . The: Vietnamese people have -
been strugg]mg for rndependence for near]yi'

i peared: Prospero -

_'unable to impose thelr will on the Vretn mese as . . ho

and a desrre to protect mrssmnanes who were, at

'tlmes being. ‘persecuted.. -

- In ‘1858 the French caprured the crty of Da

'. Nang and in -July 1861 they took Saigon. The .
- Vietnamese court at Hue ceded Saigon and the

adjacent area to the French and agreed to pay an
indemnity. In 1867 the western part of the south-
ern delta was annexed, and the area known as
Cochin China’ (the extreme southern portion of
Vietnam) was under French.control, .

For the next 30 years the French expanded their "
control over all of Indochina, or what today is

-North and South -Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia,

- The basic political structure of French Indo-
chma was completed by 1900. Each of Vietnam’s'
three regions were treated separately although basic’
pohcy decrsrons were made ‘in Paris. :

The emperor and the ‘mandarinate remamed in
both central and north Vietnam; Cochin China was

* administered dlrect]y by the French, The old
_'_‘structure of government remained; however, all -
. _-ma]or decrsrons ‘were made by French authorities.

‘French rule demorahzed ‘the "emperors ~and -

: 'mandarlnate, tending to turn them mto self-seekers
- and yes:men. . L

- French- colomahSm also had profound economlc'

_'eﬂects on the-region; . Absentee ownership grew as =
“large scale: agricultural .and. rubber- plantations ap- -
V"'tnarnese l’l‘lOVed inte the;-;.'_'__..

etrea developed
I osely orgamzed and had o





























































Leadership Council. Air Force Commander Brigadier
General Nguyen Cao Ky became premier, bringing
long-needed calm to the government,

The year 1966 was marked by military, political and
diplomatic changes in South Vietnam. For the first
time, Free World Military Assistance Forces
(FWMAF) of America, Australia, Korea and South
Yietnam were actively entering Viet Cong strongholds,
breaking the enemy’s stranglehold on the people.
Charlie was losing his rice, ammunition and weapons
caches, The FWMAF were beginning the first
phase of the counteroffensive,

During January the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the
ist Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment launched a
seven-day sweep into an area near the Cambodian
border in search of two VC battalions. The penetra-
tion resulted in more than 400 enemy deaths.

The 25th Infantry Division teamed up with the
173rd and the Australians to uncover an enemy head-
quarters complex with extensive tunnel systems. In
the operation, large quantities of weapons and am-
munition were captured,

Korean troops began an operation in Binh Dinh
Province that resulted in 250 enemy Kkiiled.

In the past VC tax collectors had bled off large
percentages of the rice harvest. The 101st Airborne’s
Ist Brigade and Korean Marings were sent into Phu
Yen Province to secure the rice harvest and prevent
VC taxation of the 30,000-ton crop.

Prior to Tet's 84-hour truce, the Viet Cong were
busy attacking targets ranging from the airfield at Da
Nang to a Special Forces camp and a Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) outpost, and even exploding a
Claymore mine outside the main gate of Tan Son Nhut
Air Base, They detonated two charges at a U.S,
Bachelor Enlisted Quarters in Dalat. The Vo Khia
New Life Hamlet was attacked, and USAID repre-
sentative Douglas Ramsey was kidnapped in another
action.

The truce was marred by more than 100 violations
by the Viet Cong.

Later in January the Ist Cavalry Division (Air-
mobile) joined with Vietnamese and Korean units for
a 42-day operation near Bong Son that resulted -in
nearly 2,400 enemy dead.

Military action in the next two months took a heavy
toll of the enemy’s ranks and base camps. The Ist
Infantry Division’s Operation Rolling Stone resulted
in 150 VC kilied. The 101st’s Operation Harrison in
Phu Yen Province; the 3rd Brigade, 25th Divisien’s
Operation Garfield in Darlac Province, and the com-
bined force in the Song Be River Operation all un-
covered enemy camps, weapons and ammunition,

At Bien Hoa, 11 Field Force, Yietnam was activated
to control U.S. forces in the IIT Corps Tactical Zone.

A program designed to bring the Viet Cong back to
the government, called the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms)
Program, met with spectacular success in March
when a record-setting 2,336 former enemy soldiers
rallied durlng the month.

With the increase of troops in the Saigon area,

Headquarters Area Command (HAC) was activated
to provide support functions for all services in the
capital city. The Ist Signal Brigade was also activated
in early April,

The expansion of forces continued with the arrival
of the USS Corpus Christy Bay at Cam Ranh Bay,to
provide a floating maintenance facility for Army
helicopters, and the Royal Australian Task Force.

As mid-year approached, the threatened YC mon-
soon offensive was blunted by several operations.
One found the Ist Infantry Division pushing deep
into War Zone C near Tay Ninh, where no friendly
troops had been for five years. Large quantities of
supplies were captured. In Pleiku Province along the
Cambodian border, ARVN and 25th Division troops
killed 546 of the enemy,

In 11l Corps Tactical Zone, a sweep through Binh
Long Province by the Ist Infantry Division and 5th

-ARVN Division cost the Viet Cong 835 men in a

little over a month. In Kontum Province the 101st
and ARVN units accounted for 531 more enemy
deaths. This action was near a city to become famous
18 months later—Dak To.

Terror attacks included a mine explosion at the
Brinks Hotel in Saigon and attacks on Regional and -
Popular Forces outposts and small CIDG units,

U.S. planes faced an increasing number of Russian-
made surface-to-air missiles over North VYietnam, In
Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh announced a partial mobiliza-
tion of the country.

Units continued to arrive to support the counter-
offensive. In August elements of the 4th Infantry
Division landed at Qui Nhon, and the 196th Infantry
Brigade and the first of a 2,000-man Phillippine Civic
Action Group arrived.

In September the 11th Armored Cavalry Reglment,
a Spanish medical team and the German Hospital
ship Helgoland arrived, plus the 3rd Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division,

Two U.S. operations, Attleboro and Irving, kept
the enemy off balance. The 1st Cavalry accounted
for 230 Viet Cong killed in Binh Dinh Province, while
the 196th Infantry Brigade and elements of the Ist,

" 4th and 25th infantry divisions and 173rd Airborne
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Brigade mauled the 9th VC Division, killing more
than 1,100 in Operation Attleboro. The force also-
captured 2,243,000 pounds of enemy rice.

October action saw a combined force of 1st Cav-
alry, Koreans and Vietnamese kill 681 Viet Cong in
Operation Irving. To avoid the superior firepower
of the Allies, the enemy tried to break contact as
quickly as possible. The enemy confined his raids to
the northern provinces near his supply lines.

Operation Paul Revere whittled another 1,000 from
the enemy’s ranks and cost him 300 weapons. Viet -
Cong losses were running high and the enemy brought
in the North Vietnamese 5th Division to bolster their
forces.

November was marked by increased VC raiding,
The 4th Infantry Division, operating west of Plei
Djereng, withstood a mortar barrage of more than
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The Squeeze

.1967
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he year 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten
the screw on the enemy. His manpower was
slowly whittled down by many operations. His
weapons and food caches were seized, blunting many
planned raids and offensive actions. Increased air
strikes made his supply routes difficult to use, curtail-
ing his operations further. His cause was weakened
by thousands of Viet Cong, political cadre and North
Vietnamese who rallied to the government.

During the later months of 1967, the enemy made
spectacular tries at propaganda victories at Loc Ninh
and Dak To. These battles alone accounted for
nearly 3,000 enemy dead.

His losses for the year included 87,534 killed in
action and more than 31,000 weapons captured, He
lost almost 14,000 tons of rice and 162 tons of salt.
His ammunition supply was reduced by almost 2.5
million rounds. His ranks were depleted by 27,178
who rallied to the Chieu Hoi Program, 17,671 of whom
were fighting men. He was found to be recruiting
boys from 12 to 16 years old.

He was feeling the pinch, yet he continued to fight.
Civilians in the Republic of Vietnam were his victims
almost as often as the military. Communist terrorists
slaughtered more than 4,000 South Vietnamese and
wounded more than 8,000 in their attacks. K1dnap-
ing accounted for another 5,454 persons, all in an
attempt to control the people.

Meanwhile, more civilians moved into government
protected resettlement areas than ever before. The
enemy’s source of labor, recruits, food and shelter was
slipping away.

During the sprmg, hamlet and village elections were
conducted and in the fall the upper and lower houses
were filled and the president and vice president were
chosen. Despite threats of death and destruction, the
people turned out in large numbers to vote,

On the political and diplomatic side of the war, a
constitution was submitted to the Coristituent As-
sembly for debate. Elsewhere, Thailand announced
it would allow bases within its borders to be used for
support of Vietnam operations, and Premier Ky

visited Australia-and New Zealand.

By February the American military strength had
risen by 20,000 men. The increased manpower
permitted the U.S. forces to enter the field for long
periods of time,

The four-day truce for the Lunar New Year, Tet,
provided a stand-down period in which many opera-
tions were terminated, The truce itself was marred by
272 violations.

_Operation Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province and
Operation Thayer Il were terminated with a combined
kill of slightly more than 2,000 enemy soldiers,

By mid-month elements of the 9th Infantry Division
started Operation Enterprise in Long An Province and
other 9th Division units began operations in the









2,200-man regiment to the Republic of Vietnam.
This force was the first ground combat unit contri-
buted by the Thais who had already provided airlift
of supplies on several occasions.

Meanwhile, Secretary of Defense Robert Mec-
Namara conducted high-level conferences at USARV’s
Tan Son Nhut headquarters. The day after the se-
cretary left the country, President Johnson announced
the United States would increase its troop commit-
ment to Vietnam,

During the month, USARY moved to its new head-
quarters in the Long Binh complex and MACV moved
to its new buildings opposite Tan Son Nhut civilian air
terminal, Other units moved out of the capital area
during the following months, including 1st Logistical
Command, 1st Aviation Brigade and the 1st Signal
Brigade headquarters.

Enemy action during August was heavy, An
enemy company struck the Edap Enang Montagnard
resettlement village in the Central Highlands. The
tank farm at Nha Be City, 10 miles southeast of Sai-’
gon, was hit by Communist fire causing extensive
damage. And the Ban Me Thout airfield in Darlac
Province was struck by mortars twice during the
month.

In I CTZ, the Marine bases at Gio Linh and Con
Thien began to receive heavy artillery and mortar
attacks. These attacks reached a peak during
September. Marine and Army artillery, plus Air
Force bombers lifted the siege from the DMZ bases,

On Sept. 3, the presidential elections were held.
About 83 per cent of the voters turned out. Nguyen
Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky were elected president
and vice president respectively. The voters also chose
an upper house for the new government.

New operations during the month included Task
Force Oregon’s Operation Wheeler in I CTZ, ac-
couting for nearly 2,000 enemy killed; the Mobile
Riverine Force’s Operation Coronado V in the Delta,
costing the enemy 330 dead; Operation Bolling,
conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade and ele-
ments of the 1st Cavalry Division, and the 1st Infantry
Division’s Operation Shenandoah in Binh Duong
Province, which took 956 enemy lives and 100 weapons.

At Chu Lai, Task Force Oregon was redesignated
the Americal Division, becoming the only named divi-
sion on active duty in the U.S. Army.

Russia made a late September announcement that a
new military assistance agreement had been signed by
the U.S.S.R. and North Vietnam whereby the Russians
would furnish “airplanes, anti-aircraft and rocket
equipment, artillery and:small arms ammumtlon and
other military equipment...”

Early in October the Vletnamese National Assembly:
validated election results. This was followed by the
installation of the. 60: newly elected members of the
* upper house of the government.. Later in the month
the lower house elections were:held:with 73 per cent of
the electorate turning, out.to-complete. the last round:
of elections.. Om the: lastt day of the: month, the
inauguration ceremoniésiwera-canducted in downtown.
Saigon.

In I CTZ Army forces were increased as the 3rd
Brigade of the 1st Cavalry Division joined the Americal
Division. The brigade immediately began. Cperation
Wallowa, which was later combined Wlth Americal’s
Operation Wheeler.

October also saw the introduction of a helicopter
especially designed for ground support—the Huey
Cobra. This gunship, with advanced weapons sys-
tems, slim silhouette, high speed and maneuverability
began combat operations in 1st Aviation Brigade
units.

The 4th Infantry Division started Operation Mac-
Arthur in Pleiku Province during the month.: Also
the 3rd Battalion (Airborne), 503rd Infantry .arrived
at Qui Nhon to further increase U.S. strength in the
Republic,

Communist activity included a North Vietnamese
Army regiment’s attack on an ARVN regiment at
Song Be with the North Vietnamese coming out on
the short end of the battle. ARVN losses were only
10 killed to the Communists’ 130.

At Loc Ninh, near the Cambodian: border, two
battalions of the 273rd VC Regiment attacked the
perimeter where CIDG and ARVN troops were
lodged. The Viet Cong broke through the perimeter
and entered the village. The Ist Battalion, 18th
Infantry was one of the first of the Ist Infantry Division
units rushed to help push the enemy force from the
area,

Fighting broke out again when the Viet Cong
attacked across the landing strip at the district head-
quarters. This attempt was broken up, but not before
the VC had tried to scale the walls of the outpost.
Enemy forces made sporadic attempts to get back into
Loc Ninh, but they withdrew from the area, losing
more than 1,000 men in the over-all action.

In the Central Highlands the runiblings of the big-
gest battle of the war™were resounding in the hills
around Dak To. For several weeks intelligence
reports showed increased enemy activity in the vicinity
of Dak To, astride the natural infiltration route along
Route 312 north of Pleikn and close to the Laotian-
border. The town was normally garrisoned by
ARVN troops and elements of a U.S. Special Forces-
trained Civilian Lrregular Defense Group.

When it became apparent the enemy was preparing
battlefield positions for an assault on the town, the
4th Infantry Division’s 1st Brigade was deployed into
the area. Two companies from the 3rd :Bdttalion,
12th Infantry made initial contact. with a. strong
North Vietnamese Army force. The battle ‘grew in
ferocity. The NVA regulars pinned the Arhericans
down. The 3rd Battalion commander called in air
support against positions atop the steép hill.
Artillery and mortar fire combined with the bombs to
stem the enemy fire.. Morning reconnaissance patrols
found the enemy so well entrenched he was barely
hurt by the tremendous pounding, It was apparent
the enemy was not going to give up easily or melt away
into the Jungle

Additional"Américan and South Vietnamese troops
were called to reinforce those locked in combat. The















