
MARK THAT SPOT-1st Lt Michael G. 
Keuhn .~f the 919th Engineer Co calls in to 

BLAC 

". 

headquarters description of a mine he has 
just uncovered. (Photo By Larson) 
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Actions 
.,. ,..,__. 

344 Enemy 
QUAN LOI - Hard-fighting Blackhorse troopers 

killed 344 enemy soldiers in scattered action this month. 
The heaviest fighting came in the first 12 days of 

the month, when a total of 323 enemy died. 
On Sept 6 an all-day battle between elements of the 

1st Sqdn and part of the 209th NV A Regt about 2 ½ miles 
west of Loe Ninh left 54 enemy dead and six captured. 

The fighting, until then the heaviest seen in more 
than two weeks, came as B Trp was moving through the 
jungle about 9:00 am, on its way to sweep an area where 
C Trp had killed 12 NV A the previous afternoon. 

The action began when the crew .of one pf the lead 
ACAVs spotted an estimated company-sized unit and 
opened up with all guns. :· . 

"All at once there was RPG and :AK 47 fire hitting 
us all over," a weary ACA V driver •said in describing the 
action. 
• D Co and C Trp, sweeping the jungle nearby, were 
contacted and moved .to aid B Trp. . 

By mid-morning, C Trp was also in contact. 
Maj. John C. Bahnsen, then commander of 1st Sqdn, 

was overhead, directing oper-
ations from his command heli- IIGI · II 
copter. • eason 

"They were trying to set up an • • · 
ambush for us, but we walked in Ch 
on their little party and let them anges 

- taste some more-·-of our lead," 
he commented. . • . -

Later in the day, F Trp killed • Sha' ·ws 
13 NVA while defending its • • 
NDP. • 

The next day was also des- By John Cody • 
tined to bring heavy action to FSB JON - Only one month 
the Iron horses of Blackhorse. after being assigned to B Trp, 

• • Octob~r. 1969 I Trp, , newly-arrived from 1st Sqdn a former NV A first 
-------------------------------------'-'--'-- Blackhorse base camp, was lieutenant· rtamed Ha Van Phong 1 . 2 . d G N c· o· moving about five miles south has been put in for a Bronze t t west of An Loe about 3:00 p.m. Star with "V" for-valor. . S , n. e ew s when it encountered sinall arms, Known as "Jackie Gleason" 

RPG and machine gun fire . for his constant smlle and ap-
M-60 and .50 caliber bullets preciative consumption of ·.U.S. 

Two squadrons _of ,th_e ,,R~gi'. .. 

On Sept 5 Lt Col Grail L. 
Brookshire suoceeded .Lt :- .Col 
James H. Aarestad . ias ··· com-. 
mander .of -,the 2nd :.Squa'droii, 
llnd, :two, day!l' later; Lt Col J~hn 
M. Norton took command of .the 
1st Squadron •from Maj John C. 
Bahnsen, Jr. 
· In .th'e first ceremony,. held at 

!'.'ire Suj,poi,f " Base Aspen II, 
Regimental Commander Col 
James H. Leach presented . Lt 

, Col Aarestad ,with a Silver Star 
with two Oak Leaf clusters, a 
Legion of Merit with one Oak 
Leaf cluster and an Air Medal 

o • ares a comma n e 
the 2nd Squadron for his last 
five'morittts of -his -Vietnam tour. 
From ,Sept ·1968 -to /April 'of this 
year he served as ·Deputy G-3 , I 
Field Force. 

"I am very, very proud to 
have served with what has to be 
the finest fighting ·unit in ,the Pa­
cific theater, and • almost cer­
tainly the entire Army," -he· said. 

He won ·the Silver Star when, 
on June 7, ·he ordered his com­
mand helicopter ·, flown ·at ex­
tremely low levels·over a battle 
between part of ,the 2nd ·squad­
ron and an estimated· battalio·n 

MPs -Sha.re· Role 
By Mike Mang 

AN LOC-c-The 11th Cav 
has • begun • an ambitious 
program aimed at producing 
effective law enforcement 
through cooperation be­
tween U.S. and Vietnamese 
authorities. 

The chief aspect of the 
program is combined patrols 
of An Loe consisting of 
MPs from the 11th Cav and 
the 1st Air Cav Division, 
and members of the Quan 
Sat ( civilian police) and 
ARYN MPs. 

Developed· by Capt Robert I. 
Anderson, 11th Cav provost mar­
shal, the program is intended to 
improve liaison and efficiency of 
the law enforcement agencies of 
An Loe. 

"Soon alter the 11th Cav MP 
platoon was organized in late 
July, it became apparent that a 
better way was needed to pro­
vide uniform law enforcement 

and smoother cooperation be­
tween civilian and military au­
thorities in An Loe," said Ander­
son. 

He cited differences between 
American units' regulations as 
one cause of problems before 
the program was started. "With 
the 1st and 11th Cavs operating 
together in An Loe there will be 
no question as to what is to be 
enforced," he added. 

The joint patrols are also ex­
pected to eliminate problems be­
tween military police and civil­
ians . "Military law forbids 
searches of civilian personnel or 
property by MPs. With the Quan 
Sat there, we will not lose time 
waiting for the proper author­
ities to arrive after an incident 
occurs," said Anderson. 

Anderson first worked with 
such combined patrols while 
serving with the 18th MP Bde in 
Saigon, before being assigned to 
the Blackhorse Regiment in 
July . 

"This is the first time this 
(Continued on Page 2) 

lashed out from the !i,CAVf and Army chow, the .I~ll.; tiir~on 
r,,c·.Sh_ert!l1ms'rJ!la~Jl}_'};;l/l!nski':·'l>i>~.:s;:Un,.._, .,!Jkout .has •···beC()me').,'a< cllArter 

··iiq~~'fil'ltl'~l ~ '-'"n'!<!!!ib"ifr. '\i"f'thti tr1tofr.'",.,...__ • 
ground for the enemy. His journey to the 11th ACR 

forces .. ., .. ,,,, _,, -~~,--,.; ... ,,, Clouds of ,earth, and t~ee .J/el- began in Janua·ry 19ll9 in Hal}oi 
At · -one . ·p91iit,\1n,;i ~.'o ·' ched skywa"ra ·:,•as r· mam ·'l:lln when he started south' w1tli the 

which cost ,the eii~m . d.'. '\.i:o u n d s , from . the Sheridans 308th NV A Infiltration . Dlvls!On. 
he alerted ·ground; forc.es:J .o ;an -·'. screamed onto the ambushers ' Ha was a company commander 
outflanking attempt · by , pa'd .:.9f positions. . at the time. •., . ' • ., 
the NV A force . : The Air Cav Troop's light ob- After a harrowing elght-ml>itth 

The • Legion ··of Merit •was servation helicopters (LOHs) march, his unit a·rrived soµth of 
awarded . .for outstanding and Cobra gunships raced to the· the DMZ and he turned himself 
achievement 'and professional area and raked the enemy with in to a Chieu Hoi center. I, 
competence during his Vietnam rocket and mini-gun fire. Blue "Some of the Gls were a little 
tour. . ,, Max gunships and artillery fire suspicious at first, but I was 

The Air Medal for valor was from the 1st Cavalry Division treated well for the most. part," 
presented for heroism in flight chewed up the jungle even said Ha. • 
on Apdl 29, when he "disregarded more. He was flown to a political orl-
enemy fire and !llade low:level M-48 "Patton" tanks from M entation center near Saigon for 

(Continued on· P_?ge 3) ,. (Continued on Page 6) (Continued on Page 7) 

POWER PLAY-M-48 tanks from M Co 
rumble forward on line in search of the 

enemy. They were sweeping an ~~; a~ut 
six miles south of Quan Loi. • . • ·- h 

• (Photo By Mang) 



BLACKHORSE 

cJmmander's Column 
,,(.: .. · ·' 

·.,,:A:fmor in RVN: 
. .... ' !'-

New Techniques 
On August 18, the Blackhorse Regiment >· .• :.:;( ' : • , 

~e:irs;~~{l;:: v:~:it:h~~~o~;! !~~~ ~~-~ .. _·_::-~~; ·; . ;, ·•· • 
By the time . the project was completed · 

the next day, the Regiment-had written a · 
new page In the unit'.s colorful history. 

The Bo Due airlift shows once again · 
how the Regiment's troopers have won 
fame and achieved battle success repeated­
ly through new techniques and Innovations. 
on the "by the book" ways of doing things. 

Troopers of .the Blackhorse have capital- • 
jzed on the Vietn11mese jungle terrain and 
tactics of the eneniy by break.trig entirely 

away from the traditional armor concept: . No longer does an 
armored squadron attempt to keep itsell autonomous and massed in • 
one lax'ge r~on formation. 

·: C~rrent -~perations of the Blackhorse present.a splendid display 
of the Regiment's ability to operate effectively on multiple fronts, 
strJ1tegically dividing Hs forces and using each element to Its 
maximum _ability in fighting against an elusive enemy. 

October 1969 

Reenlist~ -­
With ,.Tour 
Guarantee 

T~oopers • who · iiav~ s~rved at 
lel!st ' 011e tour in . Vietnam C\lll 

'· no:w!i:eenli,st for ·a .second tour -
an~;;)i\l~ ) l11;ir.~assign1De6r, tu a 
specl~iJ u~it \ OV!_r. . here _guasan-
teed.' •. ·-:····•· ' 

The change; ' spelled out in D­
A D)essage 92Q670, applies to all 
soldiers· up to E-6 who reenlist 
for duty here pnder the overs~as 
area enlistment option. • 

:U.,.~lil now. ~en reepiisting for 
du\y;: here c'!llld not be guarllJI• 
teed , assignment to a specific 
~)l!t or. 9rijanlzation. 

Soldiers· taking advantage of 
this • option . ca1r· reenlist ' for as 
1ittie as three years, while thQse 
re-upp_ing'. for - a iong t~ur aiea 
suctf -as ·Europe must take at 
least four years. 

At.the same time A Trp's ACAV's were winging their way to 
Bo D~. tankers of M Co and members of G Trp were working 
at widely-separated locations in support of 1st Cav Div troops. 

'·. Meanwhile, K Trp was performing another one of our many 
diverse missions; training the 5th ARVN Armored Cav Regt at 

"Guess he's just back from As~o. II." 

There is still no guarantee 
that a man will spend his full 
tour with the unit for which he 
reenlisted. 

Blackhorse. Chppl~in's· Corner 
, With ,1st Squadron headquarters at Loe Ninh, 2nd Squadron 

at Di Ah and 3d Squadron at An Loe, the Regiment ls deployed in 
such a mariner that it can bring effective armored power against 
enemy action anywhere in the II Field Force area of operations. 

With helicopters to facilitate rapid troop movement and instant 
radio contact to coordinate operations, Blackhorse troopers are in 

'OUeSt ·Depends' on 
a posltl«?D to instaptly· destroy any eriemy force . By Chaplain 'f. • 

Blackhorse Troopers:..,t, salute .you for -your constant innovation . WIiiiam P'. ,Troha g&"it •• v ~' 
. and ability to accomplish the seemingly, impossible. Your pro- ,' ,•,. •· •• •• • • '·-' .,~1~~--~..,--•ftt/ • •: 1' ·- · 
fesslbnl)lism has produced the fine combat record, for which Black- ' ,,;,Several,ye•·_rs·i-ago ,J:'~w a,,PfO· 
horse Is known anll envied. Allons! gl'am on television ._wnlch , Jtad . 

'f J, 

Col James H. Leach, 
40th Commander, 
the Blackhorse Regiment 

an Interesting th_e1t1,e: 'fhe ques­
tion, "Who are: you.?'\''ij,as put 
to many individuals to see what 
their answer would be: :: 

WO ca·reer Programs 
Befo·re you 

read any furth­
er. answer that 
questl~rt your-

career devel­
opment course for non-aviator 
warrant officers has been ap­
_proved by Gen William C. West­
moreland, Army chief of stall. 

The education program, to be 
organized much like the two-lev­
el aviator warrant officer pro­
gram establis,hed at ·Ft -Rucker 
in July, is outlined in DA pam­
phlet 600-11 . 

.Establisliment of the two war­
rant officer programs marks the 
first time in Army history that 
the)' have had 'a•· separate··mili­
tary, edtuiation plan. · .. ' ... ",. 

For '•a nllmber of yeii~,5;, offi. 
cers have had such a-program.· 

The goal Is ·•tn have a career 
development plan· for ·-.warrant 
officers In almost all MOSs. 
Some exceptions may be the five 
ones assigned to . the Adjutant 
General branch. 'They are: 711A, 
712A, 031A, 741B and 741C. 
. The initial courses will_ be lim­
ited to 25 or 30 different MOSs . 

Entry Level' courses will run 
from 15 to 18 weeks in length 

you can·t 

PIISS IT' r I ~, 
SECURITY '1. 
·\.,.,.,,,,, • .,1,.,1 

~ answers. 
The responses 

and attendance will be required given ,. on that 
as soon after appointment to WO program were 
as possible. no par ,cu ar y earth-shaking. 

Warrant Officers will be con- "1 am a husband,. father, man, 
sidered for Career Course at- doctor, etc" were typical re­
tendance five years after their plies made, to the que·stJon, 
appointment. Courses in this lev- , 
el will range from five weeks for ' The · 1nferestlng part' of •· the 
graphic technicians to . 51 weeks topic Is the order . In Which the 
for missile maintenance tech- ariswers are given. The :first. re• 
niclans. sponse is generally what ·a inan 

Initially, Career Course at- thinks of himself and the stand­
tendance will be limited to about ards he set for himself · to 'live · 
23 . different MOSs. up to. _:_.i. , ... ,;);:;· 

,,; . The . Advanced Course, the In -both· theJ Old ;_ and New 
caps tone course for warrant of- Testaments -.. of.\ our,,Bible, the 
ficers, will be limited to those observation "' made ·that as a 
with at least 13 years of WO sel'• :.. ... himseU_,'.S,? ~t;' is. 
vice. Courses '. are expected to • .. Q•~•!'•• serial , D!l!)l~eff,. :social 
range from seven to 14 weeks. secur,tt nu~ber~,.anii . the,, like 

-h !~,--: 
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lnformntlon NCO .. _SGT .~aymond,A,,:Wa,ldrep 
Editor , . . . : . . . ,.8~4 Larry ' t:;alvert 
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THE BLACKHORSE is an authorized monthly . publlcailon under 
the supervision of the 17th Public Information Detachment of the 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. THE BLACKHORSE Is printed 
by Pacific Stars and Stripes, Tokyo, Japan: Opinions expressed 
in thls publication are not necessarily those of the Depllrtment of 
the Army. Contributions are welcome and may be sent to: Informa­
tion Office, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, APO San Francisco 
!lti257. 

are convenient . methods of 
idenliflca·tion • aitd ·~ertalnly have 
a useful place, '. 

But that'"is not' ~~ough for any 
of us to base our life upon . For 
myself,:.H , answer the question 
by sayif'lg/-_ul am a man, a hus• 
band;_ a father, a soldier, an 
American, a golfer, a Christian 
and a host of othel' things." 

I hear soldiers calling othel' 
soldiers thlngs they . are not; 

taken seriously bi· anyone. 
Now, who do you think you 

are? The answer is pretty im­
portant because it really deter­
mines the way you live. 

Those around you can wale 
your actions and come. up wit 
a pretty . good answer. The, 
description may be: a , bum, 
good man, a friend or anythin 
else that accurately descrlbr 
your actions. 

Whatever you thinlf!jrou . a-r, 
you are. 

MPs Star, ,Patrols 
(Continued · From Page 1) 

n a s all · ocat ii," t! sa d. 
Minor problems are expect, 

as the Americans and Vletnan 
ese get used lo working togetl 
er. but the MPs are confident• , 
the success of the program. 

Christmas Season 
Early · for Maile'rs· 

BIEN HOA - "Ohristm3s 
comes but once a year.'' the 
saying goes, but for Army postal 
clerks that is probably once a 
year too often. 

During the Yuletide season 
mall · triples In volume, long 
lines queue up in front of the 
mailing windows and extra 
people have to be added to post­
al staffs to ·handle the maelst­
rom of mail. 

And although the days may be 
trying for the mail clerks, they 
are • more than willing to give 
troopers every assistance. 

But they also ask their cus­
tomers' assistance i11 getting the 
mail off on time. 

As in any good governmental 
enterprise, Army postal units of­
fer a number of ways to ship 
packages and lettel's home. And 
a little extra is added for the 
Vietnam soldier namely, 
cheaper prices. , 

The four options available arc 
shipping by surface, space avai l­
able mail (SAM) , parcel air IHI 
(PAL) and air mail . 

Surlace mail is shipped bi• 
boats and of courne ,takes much 
longer than the other options. 
Surface mail should be sent by 
Oct 15. 

SAM Is sent on a space-avail-

able basis by air to the state 
then by surface to its final dest 
nation . It should be postmark, 
by Nov 20 and is lim1ted to pa 
eels under five lbs in weight, 

PAL mail is limited to pac 
ages not more than ,, 30 lbs 
weight.--and should . be sent l 
Dec 1. Like SAM packages, th, 
are shipped by air to ,the U .f 
then carried by surface ma 
They do not, however, fly _to ti 
sta tes on a space-availab 
basis . 

The <:barges are the same : 
for SAM, plus $1. 

Air mailed parcels travel I 
air all the way to their destin 

_lion, and should be mailed I 
Dec 8. 

SAM and PAL were design, 
for servicemen overseas to gi, 
service nearly as gqod as th 
provided by airmailing pac 
ages al the civilian rate, yet at 
much lower cost. It's a sma 
soldier that takes advantage 
them. 

And so, as the snow begins 
swirl (in Minnesota) it Is aga 
time to reach down into the , 
cesses of your ACAV or ta, 
and pull out that little klmo, 
for Alice and the toy earl f, 
Bert, wipe the red dust off, a, 
get them in ,the mall. 



Ocfobpr 1969 
I Old Hulk 
Proves 

.':,Useful 
Qdl'&:twit~ 11 was just a 

burned:out' hulk of an armored 
v e h.fc I.I! ·, ··ino.uldering in the 
middl~·.:_ pt a , rubber plantation. 
But to a small." unit of 11-th Cav 
troopers";U was a dream_ come 
true. ·•' .. _. · 

Members · of the Regimental 
Hq·· Scout · section encountered 
the .hulk· • as ·· they drove their 
three ACAV s along the road of a 
Rubber plantation three miles 
northwht of An Loe. • 

"As we came up -the road 
about 2 pm we noticed the 
burned out ACAV about 20 feet 
off the, toad to. our right. It gave 
us · a· _.weird: _feeling," said SSgt 
Jerry'Cusick,-Scout section lead­
er . . • • ~ • ,!:'-;' 

Burne·d oufACAVs have a nat­
u r a 11,y ·depressing effect on 
people w}lo rl<!e them every day, 
md it cou,Id;Ji,e ·that some cav­
alrymeq are e.ven a little super-
stitious. .. 

Sure, e·nough: • as the lead ve­
sicle roared • • through a long 
mudhole .just past the destroyed 
',CAV, a clanking thud brought 
it to a fast · stop. "Oh my God, · 
it 's· a thrown· track," said at 
leas.I one crewman. 

As Cusick posted men to se­
cure the vehicle, the Track Com­
nander Sgt Roy Johnson, and 
the Driver, Sp4 Jim Meyers got 
,ut and cli11gliosed the problem 
as a br-oken ilJlal drive yoke. 

"The · tJ!iqg's like a universal 
ioint OJI a, car. You can't go 
Nitho'ut' it/ -ancl, we didn't have a 
replacement,'! said Johnson. 
·As . thei« began· debating t·he 

possib_ility·.·of(: lieing pulled back 
:o camp ,throµgh the deep mud, 
;oll),eop11,"':ha.1J"i11ibright idea. 

• JCo.~Uo.11_,;,J ,; on Page 7) 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
, l>Sgt Donaid M. Biggin, L Trp. ,, 

: SILVER STAR •• • · · . . 
., ' Col Ja,mes H. Le~ch, 11th ACR commander. , ,.·· 

. Lt Cols .James , H. Aarestad, former, 2nd S_qdn • commander; 
Lawrence ·s: Wfight, ' former 1ith ACR-~iecutive :· omcer: • . 

. Mais James W. Bqulin, ,Air Cav Trp commander; .William C. 
Privette, 1st Sqdn, Dori F. Snow, 2nd Sqdn. 

Capts Penni~ E. Firestone, M 'frp;· Michae( B. H11,,t~raves, 
F Trp; Claude K. Hudson, G Trp, Henry F. Simon'. .Hq °Trp; .Arther 

.· L. West_ III, c ·_ Trp; John C. F . Tilson, /\. Trp. • 
1st Lt Charles Gill, A Trp. . , 
WO Paul D. Madsen, Air Cav Trp;-l;·:· ... • ~. " .,·' 
PSgt Donald M. Biggio' Jr, L Trp, ••: ' ,f: ., . 
Johnny A.,Moope, A Trp; Ronald L .. Murphy/ ~1.9th Eng Co. 

, • Sp4s Micha~LC;' G~o_ye, F Tri?; D~nal~ . -~ ,-Honaker, i,. :; Trp; 
. T..h?Jnas . E. _Na~,L~~. :N~ ;pav: , Trp; .Drui_!~l; l,toclti,.- ~19UJ,,. ~og : Co. 

\:l :foA;~;t~;~~ <{~\ \~sy ~:T;; \\'i'f ~·O:~G :•t :f ? -~arwin 

.,.,',:'. ·''DISTJNGUISHED FL!ING .CRQSS ,, 
,·'. Capts Le~ • J . . Cl111rch, Air Cav Trp; Theodore A_'. t· Duck, Air 
Cav 'J,'rp; Alan· A. Moore Ill;' .398th .Trans , Det. ' ,: .. \\ .. '., • •. 

COMMAND CHANGE-Lt c~fc\:aif:i :f&~kshh.-~. 2nd • ·1st Lt Carl B. Marshllll, Air Cav· Trp .. ' • ,',: •. ' • 
Sqdn conunander;·~i:s his wiWii~~Jo11t-·(rOin Col .fames . WO Larry M. Parsons; Air Cav Trp.' ' . ·-., 
H. Leach . (lelt) .. ~ental coinm~d_er.,:"·.·. :. •• . • • ,--,·,1 ·; >. , .. , , , .,·,-,,,,, · ,·'' 

•• •• ::;:; ;.-; }~-yr<-~ L,. • ;~~:.;~~<P:~:.,;:~, ~;;~f ; ,~_·_,_L,:'. · . :irc!,f f l~f ;It1r=:J:!!~~:·\1*;t \ 1 
oc,J ' , 1.• ' • . • ' ··, : · • b~~~~~~ 

1st Lts John R. Barbeau, F Trp; Frank S. Graham, 2nd Sqdn. 
~-,· , .• ,(C iit<' · ... . ,,,_ 111• p · 1) ~MSg_L,.~avid1Wolff, Jst S_qdn. . .. , ,. , ~··' .. . 
• , • •• ·, 0 ,i1u .... . rcO age l 'ssgts:'s;Taliies·.·.tteglria;' 8" Trp; Slxto Cruz-Carrion, ~tto:•,,-,!c~'' 

pi\sses to.rnark ,enemy· positions. _ ... ,, •·. •• Sgts ' Ja'tijes_, t_ . 'Burns, Jr, 1st Sqdn; William ; G,, ·Duntari, 
In th'e .second change of com- , ·•·.M Co Kelth •Morgan M -Co-··' · • .,., v., ,:· .:. 

_mand ceremony, held at Fire • ' • Sp5& Norman _B.~: Co~iie~. 3rd Sqdn; Nelson W. C._:· riani"ie; 
Suppci~t Base Jon, Maj Gen Elvy D Trp • • '. • • • ·, ' ''.-•· :· 

• B. Roberts, commanding gener- > Sp4s Jimmy O:·· Adams,:-11 Trp; George Bouchereau, El; Ti-;;; 
a) of .. the 1st Cavaky Division, .: Gary G.' Coates, K Ttp; Doyle Dickson, C Trp; Herbert W. Fabian, 
pirmed a ·silver Star and Legion • -:' A Trp; Ronnie P : Glawson, · L. Trp; Pedro L. Hernandez, G Trp; 
of 'Merit with Oak Leaf cluster, /'.\ Bruce B. Huber, L Trp; Daniel L. Mullins, Air Cav Trp; Tommy 
the 1st Squadron's outgoing .~,,::·. S. Palmer, M Try; Orlando J. Peach Jr, M Co; Thom:as,W. Slilgle-
commandei-. • ... • '· • • ;·:,:;_ tori; A Trp, Chris R. Turnbull, M Trp; Ricky L. Wood, 1st Sqdn.· _ .. 
• Also •attebding "tlie · ceremony ,,·,:;.,s . Pie Wayne Eckman, ll Trp; Stephen H. Jacobs, A Trp; ATthur 

. was Brig Gerl George W. Casey, ·f:f::N, L,a _P,!:on~gne, 3rd Sqdn How Btry; Charles C. Napper;; A Trp; 
. ·assistahf .filvis.ion ·comm·ander of 'V, Ronnie Smith, B Tri>. . · • ., . c'· ,,-. ,, , • 

:;i;=~~[t;t;:~(e1!r s::a"J: • ]{ • ~k!ii~ -~-O~MENDATION ME~~-~'.;: 
ron•s.- colors from Bahnsen and , • ·,', - • :·. :·- ·: ,.,.,, -·Fo'R VALOR : ·:: _,,. ''.' 

. ,. ,passed th'em ·on· to ·the new com- • ••·: .,. .. • • • ·- · , • • 

- ,m;i;.1.~;~~1-~fiv~d~1ra· Vietnam . 1st Lis d~~ai~ f:\:~le, M,Trp; Richard T. W~od, Al/c~J ;ip_ 
rid h WO ~ric:B, Jlairsfon;,Alr Cav Trp. ·: .•. , ·:- .. ;, • 

\_:(;; ~ ,t~~~~:q•c:t:c. ~ :_: ___ ·;;_'.:1_:_·> • !~~:!e;:d ~!~i~::hofc1;/t~! . ~:r:ss!~~~:1~. ~~::~~1lr;;;rF~:;idL~Ki::it1~:;,r.rp • • 
- • Cavalry ·Troop. · He took com-. FSB JON - IA Col 'Johl)•'M, . . Sp4 Robert E . Barnett, M Trp; Randy L. Bodo, B TrP, Ronald 

FSB ASPEN II_ Lt Col .Grail mand .of the 15t Squadron 00 ·Norton of Centre, Ala, new com,>,· Carey, Hq Trp; ·: Daniel .Cox; B Trp; Gilbert L: Holder, A Trp; 
mander 'oi :.the ', 1st. Sqdn,.\has ;'.:. Charles P, ' Irby, A Trp; Donald L. Lawson, A Trp; WOiiam F. 

L. Brooks-hire of Springfiel<!, Va, .April u:: been an . "armor'.· man" for" his;'._ Rigdon, A Trp; Terry G. Smith, L Trp. · • 
'' \ •· new commander of 2nd Sqdn; is . '. 'W.hen I took :over the squad- entire·l9 years··of service.--'.,{'.> ·:,, • ;.· Pfc Jimmy G. Brown, B Trp; Jesse A. Carpenter, B Trp; 

onhls.secondtourwiththeRegi- ron _.we were fighting a battle. ·He was comml~sioned··,:as : a •'··. Larry M. -Deimls, M· T'rp; Robert M. Gardner, B. Trp; I>ale R. 
• ment In Vietnam. • • •' t-hat net-ted u· s 20 NVA dead be- d • b 194· d Wil , , • • • 2n Lt . in Decein er 9 , .an ·: !ihafer, B Trp; . Curtis .c. ~omas, A Trp; Charles E,., • liam~. 

•. ' •• ,. ,: On - his previous tour, from fore sunset,'' Bahnsen later re- graduated Crom Aubuin Umver:,: ,M Trp, • ·. . ··. - ···. 
•·, .• , September, 19611 • to' ·June, 19&7, • marked, "and 11 illmost seems sity in Alabama with a B.S;•de, . . · • 

, \ •. •. -, ~e, was Hie Rt!glmentaJ· S-2; Be- like "Qharlie',' .is trying to give gree in 1950. At that time he; ·en:;. • AIR MEDAL FOR VALOR . 
_·,., :.·, , fore . taking o_ver the 2nd ·· Sqdil ;_ me a ··good ·'llend-off. Yesterday terLetdCa

0
c
1
tivNeodr_1u00

ty.
8160 

:·h.
0
•1·r5<:_._: .. 11j';,_i_·.,•:'_ 

')(~'.,; , this tour,- .Brobkshlre served· ,as' · :we were in another firefight and a 
, ,.,,, Regimental S-3 since June, • . this one cost him 15 dead. Ma&ters degree -in Buslness'·Ad; -'. . 1st Lt Randall T. Gaty, 3d Sqdn. 
· ·.,~·· '; '. ~e' ·w~; c;ommissioned I~ the • • "That's all right, . though , I'll minls,tratioii from Syracuse JJnk ••i.-. : WO Wayne J. Cichelio, Air Cav Trp. 
··~;'.-. Army 'after ·· graduating from ·guarantee the enemy that any verslty in New York, where·he· 
' ' ' North Georgia University ·'•in , -time . he wa-nts a fight, the best graduated in 1966, and has•··at- • 
-:: .. -~ .-,1v53 . . In . .1960 -he : attended ··the · unit in the U.S. Army is more tended ,the Armor Officer's Ad-
_\•':-':>Atmy ·school· of Armor at -+_Ft than willing to oblige." vanced Course at Ft Knox, Ky . 
.. ,·_ '.·Knox, ·'Ky. He also attended · a Bahnsen's Silver Star came He has also served .two ·over- .. •·. 
• . German language course at the for gallantry in action on Sept 6 seas tours in.,: Japan, one ·, In '•''.; 

·\ U,nivefsity of Kentucky in)962. when, after directing his men Kore11 :and tWb in Germany. This :· 
• ,,•·Befote coming to . Vietnam,. ~t from a low-flytng helicopter is his .first tilrie ,ln Vietnam. ··, ... 

• .. Col Brookshire served as execu- over a firefight, -he ordered •his Before coming to the 11th ·cav, · 
' ". ."live· officer · of the 3rd Bn, 33rd , command ship landed and took Lt Col Norton commanded · the 

Armor, 3rd Armored Division in over for the ground commander, 2nd Bn, 13th Armored Regt"at"Ft • 
Germany. who had been ·hit. Hood, Tex. 
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V'liJbiJ:J)s· Slingshot ))Jt~- < 

,tifhis Top Packs i ;Wallbp 
w'~P<?DS or"'every desi!ln and their heme in Caldwell, Idaho, ~uick 'kjll with the BB.•g~;. It's 

descnption ,can be found !-'1 Viet- began shooting the slingshot . all in developing a sense of tim­
nam T from tbe latest m elec- during the depression years at ing.''. He let go of the 1e·a1her 
tronlc•;·gadgetry to the ancient the age of six. pocket and sent a rock crashing 
crossbow, from big-bore battle- "I grew up in Brownwood, Into .a beer ,!!an:"· thrown 20 feet 
ship g\lnS, 19 ... small-bore hand- Texas, and there was precious .abovi,',his' head>-:.:. : __ ,.: ',:·.,. 
guns. . , • • . little food on the table and· pleri- ·' '· ''Ii$ reniemberi;li~rt"almost " 

Md though most soldier~ rely ty_of,~mafl '?ouths to feed," he ,,every;:~d-, had ~;slingshot :...: ·it 
upon their .standard Army-issue, said. l didn t have a rifle, so I was ju~t part of •gi:9.wln)l up Ev.: · . ., 
many carry. a little somet~ing started practicing with a sling• • er:,-: .. boy ·cilrried" y,ith hiiri a ' 
extra IP -help them out of a tight shot, and before long I was ·slingshot . a· pocketful of rocks 
spot or through sheer habit. shooting rabbits and doves for about ,.10• .. feet of string •·and ~ 
.. 1st ~gt .. Alfred J . Brennan,_ the table. Since then ~hat began frog,'<' c'he laugh~d, ·"and I still 

top kick. of K TrO?P, 11th. Ar- as a very real n~~ess1ty has be- dop't know what the frog was 
mor~d Cavalr.y Regiment, 1s a come my hobby. for: But the slingshoL went out 
so)d1er who packs a !1ttle so~e- The 2~-year Arm,Y : vetera_n is -wit)l the . frog _ ·kids just don't 
thmg ex.tra. He carries a shng- n_ever without a · slingshot Jam- pack .'em' around anymore" 
;hot. , :·. · med into- his• back pocket and ,. ,.,··:."<;c, ,.,:· • ·.a >· 

"The slingshot will certainly willingly deqionstrates • its use ·•1t,s:.cllr11,111g , the. B~ennani t_he 
,ever re1>!i\Ce the rifle for the in- against moving targets. s n an- a very. ,etli11l _. 
·antr:v,ll)an,' the· .11111, heavy-set "You don't really . sight . with · wea . OSI peoP,l~ ,.d_on,,t ._re• :. 
rex:in chuck.led, "but it has ca- the • slingshot," he explained; alize " ' powerfiµ tJ is,.. . :he 
,abtl\Ves few. people are aware drawing the rubberized surgical .said •• , ~)Vil bro?~l do_wn ._larger •• 
ii.'' ·,,, :·c • •• · tubing back. "You just point to anl~ ~t)la.!' 1 II\ ~illing_ to ad• 

Brennan;. whose family makes your -target . like practicing mlt anii; qmte _ honest!~, 11 there_. 
--...,,.--,----_;_ ___ __:~---=:....•:......::::.::......::.:.:::.::..:.::::.'.". 1s a ne.ed.for a silent kill against . 

the ~neµiy over }!ere, . t!ie ·sling-
. ~~o.t;_ "!?,1:'!~ t .:a;_Pe,rfe_~.t .• weap-

. , Thi>: . i.si' Sg{ '.~ak;s ., his • own.' 
slingshots . and. has,; carried ' his 
present,;/"favorite" ···since 1965 . • 
The wocid-and-tubing • instrument 
produce~ :_.,_l;,9ut a·' 40-pound pull 
at 36 inches of draw. • · • • 
. AJong :·with his interest in the • 

sljngsh9t', Br'ennan has also shot 
~ --~rmr rifle _an~ pistol_ match- : . 

''All .weapons . are . related, 
s9me are • just mpre. • efficient 

By Larry Calvert than o\h~rs," he said. "Basical-
• "'hink' ho t taki h ood • ly, they··were all built with the 
• •J. mg a u ng ome a g camera to use in same Joii'' li1 inlnd. But when ev-

1:ie worl\i . for the next few years? A look at the -trusty erythlng _else ,faj.\s, the slingshot 
ms box . you've carried for the last ten months over here wHI still puJl through. There is 
,ould convince you, if it looks like mine, that it's "time to· never a.'shortage of ammunition 
) CBIJ\ll_~ ~hopping. • r~~d ~."!!~ftjcms . are easily 
. ,The ·:89<?~er you begin the search the ~or~ :bargains "The ·;largest malfunction in 
ou II run ,,U.,_\,on, . slingshots as a whole came in 

iW.Ailll, all ." ~pular cameras are sold for substantially the 1940s. :With. :the development 
,ss ,l.ir,~e, than m the U.S., better selections will be found of syn!he.llc r\lbber, heade~. • . 

.. , , Japan;- Hong Kong and your Pacific MaiI..Order Service ·,.-~,, :,:·'"···~.i,. ':"··: ' ;( ::~'t'f.ffe,,·t1>l'.1,i,t;-:••": ' • 
catalog than in the P.X, • • 

• , . .. 'tc ,c 5 • ls erio~gii"io buy a g;od came;a 
body with a 50mm "ilotmal" Jens. FSB FRIEDA - The beautiful -thumps and clanks drifted on 

I'm only going··: to'.· consider. 35mm single Jens refl~x (SLR) quiet of a warm • Vtetnamese ·the ligltt midnight breeze as one 
equipment here. feel It's tlie best .system an amateur can buy night was broken by. the electrk of the 1st Sqdn How Btry's lml• 
in the medium price field . • • ...... • · .. "'· . : sound of a ·speaker barking. •.· king guns prepared to fire . 

With SLR equipment, the image seen in the viewfinder is the "Movement sighted· about one Its crew ha<I been standing by, 
same as the one ''.seen" by the film, . zero zero zero., meters from your ready to fire short range mis-

. , perimeter on a·zimuth four seven sions, and SSgt Luther Ellis, the 
,; ,: On_· (?e . other _. hang, rangefinder cameras use a .. separate zero··zero »·; :·. . ,.,,.:.,. . gun's section chief, -had only 
· Wlp_dol'!' ;}~, o~taln th, :vlew(lnder _Image and do not always pre- .• ,For -a s'econd 'iorigit;\_ifi~ ,"n[ght needed the target's ·range and 
sel)J., the, san:ie,}'lew,ihe_.fllm 1s getting. This means that the pie- retained a flngerhold -oii .Iran- azimuth to put ·a loaded tube on 
ture , -you think you r.i:. .laklng may not be the same as the one • quility , ·Then muf_ll"",.'' i1c_ra_plngs,· the enemy 
·you11 see ,vhen'. your film is processed. , • , --,---,---c:'-,,~"',,.,,+-~-=----~•c..:._·_· --------

, _:'-.· A_ddltionai coit.veille.nces, such as through:the•lens rrieterl~g-afe LTC I A ·• >•::•,:~;- H ' . ·: h· f 11th 
o~lr .. av,!111,able on SL_R/ ameras. . .• ,: , . . . ' ' • slfflS ' 19 . or· 

,. Jt~µiovabl~: lenses are featured on nearlY. . every good camera .. . .: . ..:,}:,, ,, ;;, : , ., 
,bE,\ng"·l!l,arketed today. • They are held _ In place by either a screw · . • QUAN LOI - Lt Col Donald C. 
mOl!htl~g system o~ a bayonet mount. • ' . Mulvanity ·aorrl'ved ·here Sept 26 
, :::f<1r/ general ease :of. handling -I -.prefer the latter: A 'button· ,, to assume .·hls ·ne'w dutles,as the · 

to · release the lens lock Is found; on· .the ' camera face. Wheri ·,,_,.Regiment's .de· ·.;_ artillery. • 
pushed,, lt· al\ows the. µser to twist the •lens, •.in a single motiori, • 1ety .. :,·,,,.\Ni. _,'.'!l;f,>·,. 
from its mounting .In the camera body. • "My job is•tll howitzer 

. ·Other lenses can be attached just as · easily. batteries allAJi.~· -help:'l ;can in • 
,.,The alternate· system, somewhat more time-consuming, requires • putting their shells •right. on tar­

screwing ii flnely-threiided lens from its mounting and screwing in • get," .. he ·explained, ,,:·• .. :~ .. • 
the replacement •. ;',- . . . . . . :, He will also,,'be·· cn,lanizing a 

·lf you're in a hurry, or yotit hands ·are very cold; you'll s<ion '·•· fire suppor,t element-at ltegi-
be yearning for a· bayonet-mountjng lens. . . • .' mental Hq ,Jor•/• the •: cdntrol -and 

Specialty .'attachments and" lenses are ayailable • over here -': coo.rdinatlon . :of ,;artillery , fire, 
for all _SLI~ cameras . .. Th~y range fro_m 7mm '.'fisheye" to 1,000 mm · • and establtsh\ng:.artllteg._,llaison 
hlgh_•Jllagmfication teleplioto lenses, and • attachments for • slide . sec.tions at each squli<lron,,:: . 
copy1ng·_;and microscope ·photography. All can be purchased at a Col. -· Mu!vanlt)'.1\ ftoni;' Ham­
great saving while yoµ_'r~ stationed In the East . . • . • • • • . . , pion, Va, ·1s on,: extende<l, TDY 
. iA . through-the,lehs ·11ght metering • system ·- 1s al~o· iri\portant fro_m II Field For~·,~ll~i-i!fhe Is 

to .have. Most".are operated· by adjustil)g shutter speed and lens _. deputy_ G.-3 for plans ,.He will .,e- • 
aperature settings to. correctly position a needle visible · In the turn to II Field ·Force in-Decem• 
viewfinder. •. • • bet. . ·:. •. 

• ·•. When buying any t:amera with a built-In· light meter be certain . Htf brings an extensive ·back­
the ·batteries are new, and check the meter · carelully !or pro-. ground, both civilian and lnili­
·per operation. tary, •lo ·his job with the Regi­
• · Healthy sounding cameras . are hard to ·pick out, but if,•you ment, He graduated from· the 
listen for a smooth-sounding shutter and rasp-free operation of Univers:ty of Oklahoma with a 
the e·ntlre mechanism ,you won't go far wrong. • Masters degree .In La,µn ':Altieri-

.. Remember, the manufacturer won't· fix your camera under can Studies, and . has att,mded 
warranty unless you register Its purchase. Be sure your warranty the Command ·and Staff .College 
certificates are included with the new camera before you leave the at F-t Leavenworth. 

· store or PX; ·. . . . •. •• • . , His ·1ast assignment · was as 
. tndividµal 11uestioris will be answered {iy .the photography staff commander .. of .an artillery offl­

ot this newspaper, so address your problems to this column, c/o· cer candidate school'liatlalion at 
17th PID, 11th ACR, APO 96257. F' t Sill, Okla. 

Lt Col Mulvanity 
Mulvanity said the 11th Gav's 

howitzer batteri-es are already 
known for ,their ability to lay 
down fire power laster than oth­
er comparable units. He noted, 
"They do this despite working 
conditions which ate probably 
the worst rn the world .for a gun 
crew. 

"The mud is ·a constant haz­
ard (or the . men loading the 
tubes. The projectiles ·have to be 
kept clean and the powder dry. 
This is a massive task in the 
face of constant monsoon rains." 

This par.ticular mission o·. 
nated at a nearby radar to· 
which ·had traced;f.moven 
near the perllnetet;,·F'rom ,tl 
the word -had been" flashed to 
battery's fire · direction · ce 
(FDC) !or coinp~~Ji~n:\ ., 

Th battery's >Executive c 
cer, 1st _Lt Rj~ard ;.MHler, 
SSgt Larry Sherrill, .thief of 
t~ry firing, were nexq~, be , 
f1ed. ._·.••· .... :. •., • ... 

With their a'pproval; th·e J 
gave the flring ·CO!!!mand. 

Enemitf~~e! 
Big Lo·ss~it 

(Continued -From ·· Page 
Co rumbled into the fray, en. 
ing the attackers from the o 
site direction. • • • • 

Action coniinued\- tintil 
p.m. when the enemy ·fled m 
cover of the _approaching d 
ness. . ·., ~: .• ·_ 

Trp I and M Co were crerl 
with 55 NV A killed fn the acl 

The same day, the • Air 
Trp's gunships attacked tw, 
caliber anti-aircraft ·positi 
killing 15 enemy soldiers 
their rockets and mini-guns. 

Another day , of .. heavy 
tact was Sept 11, when 31 I 
were killed by 11th Cav unit, 

Troopers of . .B -'l'ri>" imd I: 
teamed up to . wipe .oul :12 ol 
enemy that day, while pro· 
an area of suspected enemy 
centration- about two miles , 
of Loe Ninh . 

An additional nine NVA v 
killed by C ·Trp. whi)e opera 
about lour miles east of 
Minh. 
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<-~we-C·an:::" fix ~ff:\/:f~< 
Is 11tlt .. (av W6rd. 

By John Cody 
"Plowing through sand (junes 

at Ft Knox, runnl!)g highways .In 
Germany or tearing through • 
scrub at Ft Hood is a lot easier 
than • ramming through Jungle, . 
weeds anq swamps In Vietnam,'/ 
said 1st Lt William Gillette, 2nd 
Sqdn motor officer, "and the ·fig-
ures prove it." • • 

The 11th Cav's jungle busting 
operations burned out . 140 ACA V 
engines during May, June and 
July. • • • • . 

MORE.D MOVE-Part of the 3d Sqdn, 
vjng· ~m BJackhorse base camp north 
As_pen ,II, ,roars through a Vietnamese 

village along Highway • i~: . ' 
..• , '' . .. ·.• ~ 

,,. 'is;'.: Jr\19~ By .. ca1v~rt> 

"When an M-48 drags another 
· lank out of the mud or spends 12 
hours a day busting through 
jungle and bamboo, something's 
got to give. Because of the 
stress placed on equipment over 
here; we had to replace 18 trans­

. missions during Juna and July 
in the 2nd Sqdn. The torsion 
bars snap and have to be re­
placed," said Gillette. • 

(CS\4 warded /or Va'/or . ....... ;_. .... , 

The Regimental Logistics Offi­
cer, Maj : Joe G. Driskill, has 
the final responsibility for keep­
ing Blackhorse tracks running . 

CoaU.uf\11 From Page 1) 
,oliog ill South Vietnamese 
emment• and military struc-
·. -. If~· .• _ ··-~ 
a ·earned the Bronze Star 
,inallon·.-_on ;lept 6 while 
(ting . with the B Trp com­
td track. ·While the ACAVs 
e firing 011. llne; several NV A 
iers ha<! crept up from be­
I Cllrr,Ym,I RPGs. 
1ootlng. t_o the\ rear, Ha gun­

""!"' r• tJiem·; <lawn· with . his ,M-14-. 
He 'wall wounded by,, grenade 

• fragments, but refused evac• 
uallon urltll after the 'contact,:,···. 

Ha· willlngly spoke about : his 
!raining and experience with the 
enemy. He noted that NV A basic 
training is as much . political as 
it Is physiclll. The_ firs\ n:ionth . 

P9litical indoctrination, aii"d ex­
ten~lve political training . conijn­
ues throughout the course. !'1..-

!Although he was never In a 
,firefight. during his march to 
S9uth Vietnam, Ha • said their 

· route brought ,them close to B-52 
! bbmb strikes. He reported . that 

the piychologlcal . effect of the 
. bombi. W(IB , lis bad as -the phys!­
, cal damage inrl!cted. 

. • :'" "Even those not outwardly 
hlll'll!ed , by the bombs . would 

.: wander around In • • sh<>ck.' ,- for 
hours, totally .unable to :respond · 
to commands " ·he'.Sald. • . ,· 

He adde'd ,thahhe NVN'troops 
kept constant:• watch for U.S. 
spotter plane·s"ln attempts to es- • 
cape areas slated for the strikes. 

The NVA supply line in Viet­
nam Is efficient and well-stocked 

dose to the-· Cambodian border, · 
but peters out as . It stretches 
into South Vietnam, according to 
Ha. 

He said the ordnan~ they re­
ceived was well' made, and 
added that NV,\ soldiers pre­
ferred to use their own· AK-47s 
rather than captured M-16s. The 
American ·rifles were generally 
turned over to VC guerrillas who 
could use them to disguise them­
's'elves as South Vietnamese sol· 
diers. 

The quality of newly-recruited 
NV A soldiers seems to be drop­
ping, Ha noted. He said they are 
younger and have received poo­
rer training than recruits of two 
or three years ago. 
,_The war _is al_so str_~~g ,µ,e __ 

H~ also .made plain bis happi­
ness· at beipg able to ride on a 

. Sheridan· .rather. than having -to 
face the' "deiully ··muzzle' o/ its 
stub.by l!ll!!n_'guri in action. • 

Coordinating th~ operation is 
Capt John P. Graber, Regimen­
tal maintenance officer. • • • > 

Each squadron has a malnte• 
nance section split.between base 
camp and the field . 

la lk The work of , o~derlng _major 0 Hu assembUes - engines., • trans• 
. • missions and final drives _; and 

dealing with more complex re-
• 'u ·'. , f ' ,Pairs such as wiring and re­. se U .. ., building Is handled by the 140th 

__ ., ~; .-. • ·n·_vi· .,.,. ?. -·::- -'~} __ .,- _1 ~aintenance Company, which 

. (Contl~ued 0 ~ Pag~:}l,:·/ • • ~~fh !a~~n~~ta:i: of 15,: '.°en 
. "We went over and looltl!\f-i1t • . Graber ~aid, "()ne of the· big 

the ·hulk, and discovered that •It ·problems LS the length of the 
still had a yoke on It. ~o we got supply line. The replacement 
out our tools and started taking parts have to be shipped· over 
it apart," said Meyers. • . r ,'the 65-miles . road from Long 

The Track . Commanders'- ·and Binh to Quan Loi and used here 
·:v. , • ,pr shipPG<l, .. fm,:J,ber - .t: int 

ie tnam, he said . a in icated Foor, ·pitched in ,to help but the " The coordiJ.l-ation is hard and 
_ t.!ia\,.<;!h_inese ha'!'e been ,,used to ,iJol!;.sllll :to()k, tb~'n0111'11.i-' ·•': ,,,. the , .delay_ ~.au~ed by shippi~g 
fill many ~bbs. hi ~anol, lea\'ing • "Tit ·.'"' ·c·;t,~h .·d•" ..!c'.:E¥,'lfit:11•1':i;,,,.,_dls /anees. -:means lhe men m 
Vietnamese ·rtee. to fight: ·· • • e " 8 8 "'''"' -<>• tlrig mamtenance have to work fast 
.. Surprise, meticulous planning there al JeaSt Six '?,0nths, ·aod it and hard to keep deadline time 

and careful reconnaissance play was 8 little ru5ty, commented to a minimum. 
a much larger role , in North Cochrane. "My men have a rough job," 
Vietnamese tactics than they do . When the part. was . finally he conllnqed. "Even with our 
in American plans, he said, the freed they ,put _It ln :tbeir ·,urok:~n ,, lift capabilit,y there , always 
latter ,relying more heavily on ACAV, prayed a lot, and starfed comes a point when they have to 
superior firepower . the englrre . . It worked. • ·-:-,· • ·'.'_. . manhandle · the steel, such as 

Specially trained scouts will The Scouts went on · 1~ .c;,om- when· replacing the 90-lb torsion 
., Infiltrate , 11n Allied camp - , . plete !heir mission and return to' • bars or the road wheels." 

sometimes burning through-bal"' the base ,camp at Quan Loi, glv- He also pointed out mainte­
bed wire. with acid _ and draw Ing silent-thanks to the ghosi of nance supply difficulties. His 
up detailed plans of the base be- the destroyed ACAV: • clerks stock 1,376 line Items in 
fore launching an attack, he 
said . .. , . 

Trong concluded by saying· 
that .lie Is proud of his assign­
ment with the Blackhorse Regi­
ment. 

Units Cited For .Actioh 
UNIT 

lstSqdn 

PRESIDENTIAL 
UNIT 

CITATION 

. ~-~.·-
:.r vALOROUS 

• UNIT 

' CITATION 

11 Moy 68-3 Jun 613-1 Jon 68-5 F'eb 68 
21 Nov 66& ' 

2 Dec 66• 

3~ Jon 68-S Feb 68 

MERITORIOUS VIETNAMESE° 
• UNIT • . , CROSS OF 

coMME,.OATION G"' ' • ~ "'TRY 
• , W/P'ALM 

, ,' 7 St~ Of>- · 
10 AU1168 

. 7~A~~ 

7 Sep 66-
10 Aug 68 "' 

2ndSqcln 

3n1Sqcln 19 Jt.in & 71 Jul 67 13 Sep"66-
31 May -s7• 

7-Sep66-
10 Aug 6S 

31 Jon- 5 Feb 68 

Air cav Tri, 31 Jon-s Feb 61 

919'\I eng Co 12 May 61-3 Jun ~ 31 Jon-s Feb 61 

.wffl'I Rod Re, Del 31 Jan- 5 Feb 68 

·' 17th Med Oe1 31 Jon-5 Feb &8 

U Avg 66-
11 May67 

1 Aug 67-
23A~69 

0 7Sep66- '' 
10 Auv61 

7 Sept 66-
10 Aug61 

7Sept 66-
10 Aug 68 

7s.,,166-
1D Aug 68 

quantltlcii:,' between ~ne l!Dd .. 50 
·for each ·Item: 

CWO Leslie Y. Kaneshiro runs 
the 140th Contact Team for 2nd 
Sqdn. The 140th is the . only 
maintenance company from the 
185th Maintenance Bn directly 
supporting a combat line unit. 
• '"l'.here:s;, nothing ·,.,,ally diffi­
cult ab<).!lic• our job. When we 
have the<parts-we can fix every­
thing except the material bound 
for the . salvage yard. But we 
have to do the . work regardless 
of the conditions; rain or shine, 
dry or wet;" he -' said. • : 

Pfc 11:a· S. Lewis, a mechanic 
for the 140th,:saysche has' ii. good 
job except for the hours·,. _ • 
• ·•sometimes --.e· have -to work 
all nighl'J.o get a track. ready to 
move out. by morning. • Wjien a 
job comes, In we· have to keep 
working until the track moves. 
If not, we end up· with a • yard 
full of junk like this," h.e said, 
pointing to an. ll-48 , with a bent 
frame and fpur· road wheels 
missing on one side as a result 
oi iil~Ling an enemy mine. 

The 1401/i also works on com­
mu.nicaH:ons equipment, '.Power 
supplies,\: a'rtillclt. and small 
arms. The unit's sinaU arms re­
pairman' rs· sp4 Karl Leopold. He 
repairs about 200 M-16s, M-60s 
and .50 .. ~her machine guns a 

. month. 
. He said, ball-seriously, "My 

problem . is paperwork. It's not 
bad - it's hopeless. It's g~tting 
so bad that I cap 't even get the 
P!!P~I l\>!' !!!~ 11!!~!'W9r!J" , , 

The biggest part of hi~. )ob Is 
replacing burnt oul barrels ·and 
jammed gas assemblies. ' ,-

"The combat damage Is on-e 
thing," he noted, "bilt'a lot of the 
stuff that comes through here Is 
just first echelon trouble that's 
been neglected· and .h~;,i:ot,ten 
.ou( ol, . <!r~?~ 
supply NCO, said that the most 
common replacements required 
on the squadron's . ,aqilor,· are 
tracks, road wheels, batteries 
and generators. • " ~ :~ 

"A track will be torn up after 
500 or 1,000 miles by conditions 
in Vietnam while the same track 
will go 4,000 to 5,000· Dllles' , In 
Germany or stateside ·use,". he 
said. • • .. 

The Regiment is men and ar­
mor. The men can keep them­
selves up, but they;ve. got a big 
job tending to their steel com-
panions. • 

•For 1st PkJ1 
of C Trp 

• ond 8 Trp only •Hq i;-rp only 
NIG}lT POSITION-An M-48 tank from 
D Co moves_ into its . 8'ght defensive posi-

tion while escorting B Trp on. a :reoon 
mission west of FSB Jon. ./,;'· .'.'.:,· 

Ptrsonntl In other units an)Oned or ottoched to tt'le 11th ACR during periods of 
'hgfmtntol owords moy ol,o wecrr same. 

(Phot.o By Calwn) 

\ 

\ 



JUNGLE MONSTER-Troopers of I Trp 
work out with their new Sheridan while 

training ARVNil • for armored jungle war­
fare . near Blackhorse base .. camp. • 

• • (Photo By Giannini) 

Rower (l,i/d to Tanker 
FSB ASPEN II - The sensi­

tive, artistic hands of Sp5 Walter 
Davis, which .once lovingly ca­
ressed flowers as he arranged 
them Into bouquets, are now 
skillfully guiding one of M Co's 
M-48 tanks through Vietnam's 
mud and jungle. 

shop noticed that Davis had tal- The flowerpot is• first given a 
ent, and in !he summer of 1964 lh\J\ lal'e,r of. grit on the bottom, 
sent · him to a 12:week school of inside. :Then a· block· of moss-like 
Horal design and arrangement. 111.aterlal, called oasis, is soaked 

About 18 months later, Uncle -in w;,ter, wrapped in tinfoil and 
Sam had plans of his own fqr t)ie inserte.(in the pot. · . • • 
young artist. • • "Wires are run" up . the flower 

From flower child to tank 
d1·iver - how did it happen? 

Da.vis began his unusual OCCU· 
• patton·oy working as a delivery 
boy ,for a florist shop in Colum­
bus; Ohio. 

A lot of D~vis' • technique is st.ems .to ensure they hold the 
l~ked away m .. a recess of l.ljs. c;le~rel!._ shape, and the wired 
mmd ,!abelled P,rofe~~lQf1al s~- stems a~ stuck, with appro­
crets, but he did give. a lew .:'j,i:_illt~ "greenery, into the water­
general hmts for elfecllve de- soaked oasis," he finished. 
sign. : • When Davis gets out of the 
• "Tb.~. center_ portion of an ar- service In November he _plans to 
rangement should be about eight ·· attend a beautician 'school then 
inches, ?.n at least noticbly hig~: go to_, _w_ork and .gain o_n-the-job 

• "The longer I was around the 
place, _the more interested I be-

.· ~--""•Ge·n,i~iii, ' liowers ' can e 
"Besides, I just dig flowers ," mixed in a bouquet providing the 

he said. colors don't · look bad together. 
"After a while I couldn't con- There are two exceptions lo this 

tain my artistic side, and began rule - Roses and Carnations. 
messing around with flowers They're never mixed. • . 
and greenery that were being "When a person looks al a 
discarded. I found that the work . well-made arrangement there 
was even . groovier than I'd ex- should be no ·visible · tlnfciil or 
peeled. other material used to hold the 

"I could almost 'paint' my •display together. It should be all 
feelings in blossoms." hidden .by greenery or skillful 

The people working in the arrangement. ... 

"When -I feel we have enciugh 
experience - probably in two or 
three years - we'll . open up_ a. 
beauty parlor of our ·own,''. he 
said. ·, 

With only 50 days . left in , the 
Army, and a short-timer's . glint 
in his eyes, the , flower • child­
turned tank drl ve·r froni.,cM Co 
will Hkely do just>, th~\- · 

c1·0G Se1~es Troop, 
tiopes ,,tc;(~Vi.sit u.s~ . 

, ·~~ FSB JON 1- Wb~i s_~tM.elvin c?uld ten it had been alm.e1 ',· 
L.-· Lalrarichi • re!utns ., bbme to right at my back. . . 

·san· 'Ratael ' Calif ,-· ff~ni Viel "I wouldn't be around ' he,:e 
. , ' . ' .'. now if Butch hadn't been looking 
Nam, hes hoping a _16-year-old out for me. "Although they don't -' 

: soldier named Thach .:"Butch" speak the· same language, t • 
Sanh will- 1>e· able to go with .him Butch's ear-to-ear grin shows-
for a visit.· that friendship needs no tongue. 

f bl Id "I make sure he. gets on my 
La ran chi proba Y • wou n 't track whenever we go out on pa-

be going home at all ii It wasn' t .. trol • with the CiDGs," said Laf: 
for Butch. The young Cam- ranchi. 
bodian saved his life 011 Sept 5 Butch .is already a seasoned 
while they were checking bodies soldier llfter one year with a Ci· 
after a firefight. . vilian Irregular Defense Group, 

organized by a Special Forces 
"As I bent over one," explain- team at nearby Loe Ninh. 

ed the ACAV commander from "My wife, Shelly, and I owe 
B Trp, 1st Sqdn, "I heard an that kid a lot and about the best· 
M-16 blast a stream of slugs thing I can think of is give him a 

rest in a place where there isn't 
over my head. I hit the dirt, any war going on,'' Lafranchi 
then rolled over, said. 

"Butch was standing a couple Thi, biggest obstacle he faces 
~ 

,. 1 
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Troopers: Train 
18th in CoRlbaf 
Training designed to ac­

quaint the 5th ARVN 
Armored Cav Regt . with 
armored jungle wa,rfare re­
sulted in the first success­
ful jungle ambush by a · 
troop-sized element of the 
regiment recently. •• 

The fight began after the 
ARVNs received ins\ruction 
in jungle warfare .ftom _the 
11th Cav's 3d ~qdn. "." 

Although the Vietllll.mese 
had been in firefights be­
fore, they had merely re­
sponded to the enemy's at­
tacks upon populated areas, 

The battle in enemy-occupied 
jungle was the ARVN's first con­
tact in rugged terrain. 

The action took place near the 
11th Cav's base camp, south of 
Xuan Loe. . . 

The ARYN cavalrymen, on · 
night ambush patrol, caught the 
enemy by surprise after occupy­
ing a well-concealed but momen­
tarily empty enemy base camp. 

Af.ler opening up on th~ .>quad­
sized enemy force at point blank 
range, the ARVNs withdrew to a 
more secure defensive position. 
A sweep tile next morning re­
vealed a number of blood trails. 
The ambushers suffered no cas­
ualties in -the encounter. 

"It was a perfect end to our 
traini·ng program," said is-I Lt 
F'rank Trafton, K Trp platoon 
leader and one of the 11th Ca v 
instructors during the -training. 

"Tactically, !,he ambush could 
not have been better. The VC 
tossed rocks into our· position .to 
see if there would be any re­
sponse, and the ARYN troops 
fus-1 fcept qufef and fet •them gel 
right on top ol us before opening 

burst of AK47 lire in ·tefoi:n. We 
had to pull back then because ol 
our location. They knew where 
we were and the .terrain was 
such that -a large enemy force 
could have liad us at -a real dis­
advantage." 

The training . program began 
in August, when the 3d Sqdn re­
turned to Blacl<horse from Quan 

• ··Lor.to irefit for Hie Sherid~'.ve- : 
hie.le, and ended in mid-Septem- ' 
])er when the last ol the A;RVN 
triiops finished training wlllJ K 
Trp.· • , . 
• "AJthougp .the 5th had : had 
M-4ls, ·a11d AFCs fitted l!e:l\l'IY 
·1he ·same as our ACAVs with two 
.30 caliber guns ln addition. ,to 

• tlic .50 caliber machine • gun, 
:they ha'! be_el) dep)oyed fqr,n~r­
ly-a year pro,vjding ready.~J!cur­
lty · and periD}eter -deJ~nse-, 'llhd 
had never busted jungle," ·!!aid 
Capt Robert Hatris,'K ·Tr~ com-
mander. · • , .. i ,. 
• '.'The first day we begail ;w,ith 

a firepower demonstration; US· 
rng 01Jr own vehicles. Thfn we 
progressed to assaults into ,.,..ock 
enemy ·· _areas, ciemolitioQ . ~nd 
mine detector training '!rtd a 
course in proper loading o( the 
machines." 1 • 

The final phase of -the :week­
long tral.nir!g program consisted 
of.· _ a track . cr.ew, profij,i~11cy 

. course .,... • a trail riearl.f two 
miles long designed to te,st ' the 
reactions of the .-armor t q·ew-
men. , 1 

. "We _made It. as realistic as 
possible,'' said Li Trafton, "us­
ing live fire to sjmulate e11emy 
activity. By all appearances the 
crews react,ed as a unit arid with 
a __ great deal of ambition. It .was 
a good showing:" 1 • 

The fact that much ilf the 
·training IOQk place in enemy­
contested areas -added ·to the 
realism of the instruc;tion·. Dur'. 
ing the week -the ARYN troopers 
spent two nights in the 11th Cav 
base camp· and the rest in am­
bush positions in the jungles . of 
Long Giao. • 

"The purpose of the traitiing 
was to demonsllrale, and -then · in­
struct, the. ARVN's on the use • 
armor in jungle warfare," Si. 

to learn jungle tactics is to pr, 
tice them. · 

"They spent a lot of time' 
reconnaissance moves, assu 
ing blocking positions and pl, 
old jungle busting. • It was 
' first' !or the 5th Cav, and 
v e r y successful first. T-~ 
I earned their ," lessons· v< 
well! " 

ol leet away, his rifle still aimed is finding enough money lo fly 
at an NVA soldier sprawled on Butch home. "I'm going to ·try 
the ground. From the position of every way I can think of lo raise 
the RPG he'd been carrying we the money," Lafranchi vowed. 

• ATTACK FROM THE REAR-A small 
Viet.namese lad learns of modem medical 

techniques during a recent 211d Squadr< 
MEDCAP to his tiny village. 

(Photo By Larsor 


