
MEMORANDUM AMERICAK FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 !';orth 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa.l9102 

Robert Hetz, Kees \,jillink, Katie I'Iaendel, Chris and Terry· Chacos., Sally Squires, 
Dave and Hary Stickney, Hartha Fort, Hargaret Roberts, Olive Rayne, John and Laurama Pixton 
To: Dick and Cynthia Johnson Date: December 9, 1968 
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fj .. 1 
From: Roger Fredrickson/jg 

\,/ 
Subject: Dot 1 s Ne~rsletter of 1 ~D~cember, 1968 

Enclosed is another Dot \cJeller Great! It is a Christmas Bonus and in return 
for her efforts let 1 s 1vish that a giant sequoia could land in Quang Ngai on 
her doorstep! 

The neiv-s in P'niladelphia is that Roger vrill be leaving for Biafra on 11 December 
for a brief visit. He think he'll accomplish his purpose. He is bringing in 
a tea1n of doctors B11d nurses j oirrLly aponsored by tl1e i~oiennor1i te Central Co:rJ.Ili ttee. 
Needless to say, this is exciting neo;v-s. 

Warm regards and holiday greetings! 

~: ~ ~I' iT Ut h/iK-~~ fb«i 
~AM.~ be ~ rfiM 1o ~ ~ UJ'i};?, ~ ~clc.rM.dj' 
tff 7J..R. ~ d ~ t 7'Jv;. ,Jt IJn n 
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::>nuc excellent cxcus,ts .... !'>•Ho\J if I could just r<;r,1cm'oer 1·1hat they ware 1 I'd 
be in a better posi tidn··to b6g' fore;ivoness. (grin) Letters from all of 
you have been comins in faster than I CDn acknovtledr;e them by personal re­
sponses but I am sure you all knmv how much I apyn·eciate them. 

The lo.st t1vo months have been busy ones as one would expect. Ti11le flys 
over here for all of us. You walk out the gate on Honday morning and get 
s-vrept up in the vortex of life in Quang Ngn_i. By the time it "spits you out" 
acain you find yourself sitting sleepily on the bed wonderi1:1.g how the heck 
it got to be Sunday mornin& so soon. Its one of .the good features of life 
over here though. It gives us no time· to brood, worry or pace •.•. all ulcer 
spa.ming activities and fro-vmed upon by the .AI<I.A ••• • Vie keep so busy trying to 
solve the solvable problems that we have little time to fret about the un­
solvable ones. I wonder sometimes if 1.ve aren't so deeply immersed in the 
"problem called Vietnam'' that \ve are losing our objectivity about it.. Often 
I catch myself reacting to certain situations here with typical Quang Hgai 
provincialism. ~\nd that is not always good! (grin) 

In high school we were al\vays taught that a good paper ends with a concise 
but coherent summary. However, nmv that I am a 11 grown-up" I take great de-

, light in kicking over the traces of some of the literary restrictions drilled 
into ~us and developing my own (illiterate & ~grammatical) style. 3o,first, 
I am going to generally swrunaxize -vrhat has gone~wi th the Quaker team since 
the 21st of September and then will go back and give you some chronolGgical 
vignettes that I think youmight be intereDted in. 

The last week and a half of September (after I had sent out the last news­
letter) -vras pretty hectic, militarily speaking. The 28th of Sept. the large 
r•1ilphap warehouse, which is about three feet .:from the Quaker Rehab. Center, 
was shelled and burned to the ground. Thousands and thousands of dollars 
worth of medical supplies ..and equipment ·went up in smoke and the dis a bled & 
sick of Quang Ngai province are still going without·necessary items due to 
that tragedy. You will all be glad to know and probably as incredulous as 
as vTe were to learn that the QRC wasn't even so much as singed. Hov-Tever, 
the next night we learned that the Quakers weren't entirely immune to the 
fates of fortune in this war. Both ~large Nelson's office and my shop vrere 
liberally sprayed with bullets. Did no real damage (other than a v~unded 
wheelchair) but sobered us considerably as we daily contemplated the ruins 
of the building right next to us. We have never had any proof that the Viet 
Cong ~Arere even on the hospital grounds the night that the QRC was fired into 
but we do knm·r that 1-U:l.Vl{ !;roops \vere Si'rarming all over the place after the 
~revious night's attack on NILPHAP. After that, all was quiet around here 
~,comparitively speaking) until the night of October 14th when the heralded 
Russian rocket attack on Quang Ngai took place. You will be amused to learn 
that we had no inkl,tng that we had been hit by a rocket attack (much less 
RUSSIA.i.~ rockets!) until \·re heard about it over BBC on Joe Clarks' m orti·rave 
radio. (Grin) The only thing that made, it seem unique to us was that sever­
al of the rockets came in after v1e had gone to work. Other than Tet of this 
year, this has not happened 8ince the Quakers have been in Quang Ngai. Since 
then things have been blissfully quiet here. We had a very mild attack two 
weeks ago but you could tell the boys weren't putting their heart into it ••• 
On either side! The military presence is still very much with us as is the 
atmosphere of a war but we have had a delightful and interesting pr evie'\~, of 
what Vietnam might be like should peace ever return to this tl.and. 

I -vrish I could report that the decreased militC~.ry activity has resulted 
in a marked drop in civilian wqunded but such docs not seem to have been the 
case. Vlhile the numbers of all out #.::¢# assualts on ,Quang HGai hnv o f:1llen 
off to alr;10st nothing, the s1uall scale skin:aisl,1es & the true t,uorilla uarfLtre 
has gone on. The bombing halt, the lu:nerican cle ctions, the on <:..lge.in-off 
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<.n.n· liuitt~:1 , ,rciup of Vi!~taalilrJtiD :fr:L;ncl:...; IJhO Hill Lpr:ak about ;;udt delicate 
tl1in ;:.; u:i. "~h uB, fnl t uttar despair uJ 1011 they lward of the boL1bh1t; !tal t ~.·.nd 
Here' olat(~ll by IJ!i:xous olGction. Thcuc o.ro the frienclu -v.rho <:l.rc J>ro-Cuicon or 
at lca.st, uuy that they arc. I, for one, oJo. ru.rely .sure of HI.t.Ythinc I u.w told 
over here and wn ooiaetimeo oven dubious of what I soc. I Hill clo~;c:t•ibe in 
dett-..il a li ttlo later on tho reaction of one of our very elosu friends to the 
boElbinc halt. Our patients? Tl1e t;reat majority of them know nothint; but 
the va~"Uest details of the politics involved in tlwir personal t::r.ngmdies. Hy 
Q108S is that their feelings COUld be best expressed aG a pure and simple 
desire for peace •••• .A peace at any, price and nndcr an;z flue that \'T.ill brint; 
them that pGace. Naybe I misjudt;e them but I often feel that most of the 
pc;ople that \-.re deal \lith from day to day don't have a nationalistic bono in 
tiwir body. · 

/;1F6r all of this "froth on the brew" over here, vTG ba ve been able to con­
tinuo to uork as " a cood brow should". In spite of tho tonue months of 

· .i.u:__;ust and 3eptombcr '"e never missed a day of v10rk at the Ilohab. Center 
al thouch ion n fP.\1 days ,not all of our employees uero able to GOt in to work 
due to ~it;;htine in thmmr home areas. ·The . CDGC \ms closed tHo days ..• not be­
cause of man made catastrophes but due· to floods. This period of \Wrking 
closely tot:;ether with the Vietnamese people during,such trying times has 
made us secure in tho knO\·flodee that -..-re can do tho job \vc set out to do here 
des pi tc the fluctuatinG level of hostilities. During the fir;:.;t vrodc of Octo­
ber the US .il..ID nurues wmre evacuated to Da Uang just as a precautionary 
measure. The military intellic;ence had picked up the information that Quang 
Ncai was in"'dire peril'. In actual t·act that attack never came and~t i·.rafm't 
until after the nurses had returned that we had the Russian rocket attack, 
-i'fi."t,:;.. (grin) But if nothing else in Quang Ngai works well, the grapevine 
system is unexcelled. The hospital population knew the same intelligence 
the military did and they watched to see if v;:e were going to leave too. It 
ivas"business as unual" for tho Quakers and tho patients responed to it by 
taking considerable trouble to get in to us for-their treatlllents or prosthe­
tic fittings. vle are also considernbly heartened by the fact that our friends 
and eraployees haven't shied away from our company during even the heaviest 
fighting nor has their attitude changed perceptibly since the bombing halt 
( v:hich did seem to result in some increased antiamerican feelings here in 
Quang Hgai). Hovtever, good old America redeemed itself in the eyes of thte 
pro-Saigon "man on the street" by electing Richard Nixon as its next presi­
dent. An interesting sidelight to that tragedy (or tri~ph, depending on how 
you look at it.) is that it is fairly well known over here that Nixon is 
(or -...l8.s) a Quaker. The thing we haven't fi[;,rured out- yet, is Hhether that is 
going to help us or hurt us. (GRIN) · 

On some evenings and ueekends our team is having "chalk talks" and practice 
sessions on emergency triace and first aid work by our favorite Bac-Si (doctor), 
~Iaree Nelson. ile are divided into four tvro man teams and are in the process 
of hammering out a plan of action to be coordinated \vith the hospital's 
emergency plnns. In the event that an attack of sufficient naeni tude to 
shut do-vm our rehab. center occurs, we will ir,mediately illOVe into action as 
an extra emergency medical team on the hospital c;rounds until such tir.1e as 
-vte can resume rehab operations. \'lhile viC have spent a great deal of tim_e in 
d~ecussion of emergency planning, evacuation from Quang Ngai or~rom Vietnam 
has never been discussed. We have proven that we can function under most 
circumstances, we are delighted

1
that we seem to be accepted as an appropriate 

helping hand (by bot~ sides •• )., and we will stay as long as we are needed &/or 
~ ·, ! 

. '. f ... 
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uelCt)IM~. In nhort, ,\l"SC couldn't pay UD to he rwy~·rllerrJ eluo! 

I.;nouc;h of :n:u.u,lari:!.inLS, ti1Un •••• I' 11 juut loaf throu~h my journal 
out a 1\m i tt;mn for your intorc~;t. 

,~-~ ... , ~ v ,:... 1 .~c.. ; v ._:,g;;~,..J cL li.J~;~;; i , · .. .. 20 Gopt. 
"-/:..:Ltor lunch to(by tho 12 yr. old bJ. .. othor of :Hggr1iF"';.'11:f.:.- ..:l~:h"', i'h: •11h 

( 6 ;.rr. old ;;irl ••. pat:Lont part:l.::tlly p~~.rn.ly~~cc1 lv•.;_,i\'J lTai:,t dw: to .:HJ:;:,i"uln 
, 'L)l:i.o. :i'ictttrc(l in r.l::my of .\.i:'3G 1 c Qu::.nt; ll,~ai li tornturo. l:ito·.r.n to .{;~() :for 
~;·. ll ov.:\' :l 'v' · .:cr no\v. In fact, ::~w l·ktU on\J of our :Cir: · 't · !.Jviont ;; • Hn.:.JJ ::i." 

·~, :i: tJ!•l:Lt'V .• ) (:~·~le to r)Ur llcU:.':: 'htl l_, :t jl() cdFL '•,1! \!:.·."-~~·.·~. I) ;,'L; lto;·:c :;(')I 
,..,()\11.~ ... ~. ~·.r. ··1'·'·'11 11··L" 1)''J'Pl'l·'···· ;~- "jlJ1·in··· Htuc lw.o b:•:n :ti'·t·.r· :>1·- iio l:•>il':i tr, '-?- -~~ \-.I,.<;,.V ..... 1} ...... ....., .t.' ... llt..J I u .. ~-~··W".)• 

ldu ho;.l(;' ~ v:i..;:i:c i'or :1. lon.:...; t:i.l!lc 1wv. :JincD I cJjdn't ll:,.v,: L~l'Y :i':•:. ,:[ . .JH:r·r; 
'h' ljVt'fl .. ,,: ··T''ll ••<'l tldr> lllOl'll'ilL' ·blvt Jw \iuUlr"l GOlt!J (Ut .iU a·tf;r l1;.;1r,::j1• .1/ 
~; ~~t- (~::~ .Z '~11" f ·J l:t ~~u w Phuc l:~nd u :.J,.i.;l tJ v tt h n li vud 1 ._ :ar tJH; h(; :.; ~) :Lt J.. :~i;,; "u·. ':.:t' 
t i l'i tl' ·1 ou li ·to 'b c Glu ·: c r to a 1,tilu .·.~ n l1 ~ . .J.f! J:'u 1·tun 1.t t:lJ l t lf;t:J ~~ .. l.l.'lJ t;o ol. 
S:.:vGr.:•l til.•'.:: a '..rhi1e iiu lW:r'c \:rt.lkint:~ n.lonc · Ph·.:cr1 Loi Ch~tu ro:·.d, pcnil]_u . :lid 
Goi.lc thine to ld:-,1 in Vi.:~tn~u;w;~ o. The uay he hurried lKtut thcr.1 \·ii tllou .. li u uord .· 
in reply (Phuc is ccnurally axc(:~H:>ively polite to people) D~ hootily cnca;_,ed . 
ue in convon;n.tion makes me think thnt the couuaonto 110re nut cor.lplir:wnt::.:cy on; 
It is not a p:trticiiLlctrly safe or comfortn.ble thint; for a V:i.(!tnarau:;c to be in ' 
tho coup:U1y of u.n J\Jncrican tllc~,o flayu. Phuc led ItW thruuch a Hlazo of cro-vrdcdt 
& filthy :.:;tracts & dirt rut 1)aths. llo threaded our '1ray tll~·ou~h t:roups of 
-;,:~:n.y- dogs & kids, doc-horse & people "piles", baskets of dry inc l.lUt:>hroom~ & 
rice. Finally we carne to a section with a .jumble of tiny open front ~;becks 
jo.nuned up acainst each other looking for all the 'vo:cld like n. bunch of jo.cke 
strmm. Phuc steered me around an open pool of sewage & thru a mob of Gaping\ 
little urchins. It was obvious that I had been expected by ·the whole neigh- I 
borhood. ! 

Home for Phuc & family was a crov1ded uingle room. Haybe 12K20 feet or so. i 
In one corner wo.s a pitifully omall pile of ~w.ndbags that could :wrvc to I 
protect thorn only from one direction & t,;ave no overh(~ad f.>hcltor fran frl:l.t,;:.iEmtl 
or dirt~et hits. A sraall grubby 'woden table & 4 tottering bumboo chair'3 
cr<~.cod the front of the room and in the .'l;trk cloow of the back \;a<> a double 
bed sized sleeping platform covereu nc:atly 1vi th a clc<U1 but ra[;god bedsprr'ad. 
Jamned into tho remaining space vias lvhat passed for a dresser with a mirror, 
cracked & stained vlith aec. A couple of benches & some splintered cupboards 
completed the decor. As soon as I entered, the mother met me & bo\ved me into 
a chair :'l.t the table. The mvarrns of children followed & soon the open front 
of the home vras completely ringed 1d th the curious. Hy strugcles with the 
lan01ace cent them in.to paroxysms of lau.:;htur ••• J:vly brace~·cituse for all kinds 
of speculation (some of which I understood & was enough to cend roe into · . 
paroxysms of my own •• Grin) The father appeared from sor110vrhere in his shorts 
& hastily donned his uniform. ~'ather is an ARVN soldier & .has been for sowe 
J.2 years or so. It is a custom here in Vietnam for men to wear trousers & 
shirt -.usuclly only when' going to & from work or when visiting, etc. As soon 
as they get home or to vrork, off come the pants and shirt. No one thinks a 
thing ahout it & it ~ make a lot of sense. But for me~the American visitc 
the "dog was being put on". 

To my absolute horror, lil' fuzzy thines beGan dashing around my feet & a 
hasty & furtive investigation under the table proved them to be the cutest 
lil' chicks you'd ever vlant to s ee. One of them finally mat1ac_;ed to get tan­
c;led up in my brace & shoestrings much to the arausement of the assembled. 
Once dressed, the papa sat dmvn with me & plyed me with numerous cups of luke 
wann vietnamese tea, ·bananas & topped it off l'dth a torrid cup of black 
coffee. \'low! That stuff was vricked! Black as tar & just about as tasty. 
Al1Yvray, I ate & drank with relish & m~at;ed to carry on a half wa.y decent· 
converGation 'vi th papa. lol:other just flitted about in tho shadows gettin.t; the 
refresh.aants from some unknown mysterious s(i)urce until juot bGfore I 'vas 
obviously going to leave. Then she stood still. for a fo\f minutes of talk. 
All the time I was visiting, 'Phuc stood behind me & fanned J.ike mad so that 
the sweat fJ.ew & my hair stood on end. The parents ask~d such questions as .. 

I, .'. / . 



. 4 . 
hm.;r lon~; I ini;cnclod to 13tay in V:Lotnarn? 'dn:J I rnarr:Lnd & (Hrl I h:.vo any ch:i.ld­
rcn? .\lHl if not, lilly not? JJid I like Vietnrw1 au(l the: urm:tl l:ln.or; of ilvtuj_T"J. 
~'lith thut out of tile Hay tlto fathor did w: the :rupr1HY1fJ h(mor of 1Jr::r;innir,/__; to 
t: 1 1~·: to tac abon·~ tiJO vJar •••• A topie ummlly avoi1lcd like tlw p:i .. ';.cu<j by "fi•~t-
11a: t,::::;c ·.:Len t:lllcinc; to Americans. Ho told mo ho hu,d · 1H.:on a ::.;oldi1.:1 ... fo:c 12 
y,:a:t.'s [:_lH1 hnd 4 rnoru to c;o and even then couldn't plan on 1Jc:inc fruc o~ r,lili-
tary ocrvice. liio en tiro adult life, hi;; beut prouuctivo years a pent 1.n · 
peril :.;..; poverty. IIo 1vas qui to bitter about thin & it was sad to see his 
attitude of hopelessness & know full well how rit:;ht his predictions probably 
l·Tcre •••••• " 

And a short short :::tory ••.• occurine just a :few days after the I'iiLl')LLU> 
vrareh.ouso eruno twnblint; down. 

1 Oct. 1968 
"As Hu.rcc & I walked into the hospital t;ro'\.i.nds this morning l/0 sm1 u. :;10 

foot lon.:; line of VC prisoners a0~e11bled in frout of tho tompor-;.ry J:aLPliAP 
11\;:lrt>hou::.c" \mi ting to be a.~.H:>ir;ried to work at cleaninG up the r; till siJokinG 
site. Liuch irony in this cru.zy dnJ1lll H:lr! The DJ!'L troopB doutroy it & t)J•>ir 
c,)ptm."ul c!O;~r;l.cJ.uG arc forced to help :t:chuild it • Jol.I'.J \fUU.ld r::1lJ tlL;_:;; ~l0CtiC 
juutL~c, I :Lm:l~::in.o, but to 1110 it io j.uut ono mol~o ozaJ<tplc of tit f) uttr;1,· :i'utj_ ·-­
ity of ,.;;•r. 

In t.'le , tj_r1_..;t of all J~hio lun:wy, olH' :-.:unct Lnntlc "-:a·.:1:" :t'', -'vuro:..; a 1n· LLtlt 
l)l .~to.·' ·1( ~,.. l~t"; rct1ll'JWrl. y.::;t,_•rd~l,y :f:n11:1 on•.) ,,f :,i:_: lmr;inu;.::J -~:tip:, tn ~~, :;_0 •-n 
:<J11l this tit.tn he hr>.rl ~.;:Lth him :J, _:_;,.,i:c of lt:uil::tcl'G. Last tii,H:i it Hau a 1J1 :,;'ci<..: 
i-:atr;r fill·~<l h.J..j of tropiGnl fL;hJ All for tho ld.(h ~;.t the: GD')G. D.;.' toni[.)1t 
hL: h:J.s u011V .:1·tcd a 2x3 foot p;,ckinc c:c:1t0 into <:.Ul '\durablfJ 2 utory ll., .. Lil~>tcr 
hou:. . ..::~ .•. 00Llplt)tu 11i th gla:.;s front uo tlw kitb l.an follou tho ·l::.l.ily n.eti vit:Lcs . 
of ~;!1~- occup:tnts. ?he ouci:;: \·n.'tll is '~c~rt:::nnil1~ for ventilation (:~ inside Ul"'U feed..' 
ing trouc;hs, a 1vater tube & even a ramp to the upstairs complete vii th mntch 
stick steps •••• Lucky kids, lucky li8ll1sters, lucky _us ...... " 

And for an illustration of how Vietnamese customs & traditions have suffer­
ed from the\yu;•.rs of struggle & reetriction .... 

E:V-05\\J e- 6 Oct. 1968 
"Yestcrdrw and today -vmre tho Vietnamese Autumn Tet days. They always 

illall at the time of a full moon. Its a lunar celebration and h:::t~:.J come to be 
more of a children's festival than an honoring of ancestoral spirits. The 
goir.gs on lcind of n"'fmind me of Halloween in the States. Keith (Brinton) 
vms sayine; that lr:tst year Quang Hgai had Beveral days of tremendous celebra­
tlbons. Big dragon leading a snake dance all over town, throvri.ng of smoke 
bomba (for fun) ~~h, hundreds of kids all over the streets vith 
paper lanterns ~numerous parties~at churches, pagodas, boy & girl ~cout 
groups & the like. But Quang Ngai is very different no1-; •••• just a year later • 

. T!1e CDGC had a party for their youngsters on ~"'rW.day seeing as hovl they aron 't 
open· on saturday or sunday. Tonight we noticed a big crovtd at the Buddhist 
:9a0ada just dmvn the road. They ·w-ere obviously in the midst of a gala party 
& vle remarked as \·Te v1ent by that it -v-ms just the sort of gathering that the 
VC like to break up with a satchel char,_;e or a hand grenade. Fortunately, 
there ,.,ere. no such incidents today that v1e lmow of. l•'urther down Phan Boi 
Chau road a soccer game was in progress vli th a very small crow·d in attendance. 
Then \'Te sm·T a dozen or so kidlets running around downtm·m with lighted lanterns 
squealing and darting in and out of the dark shaqo'ivS. I guess we should be · 
grateful that the people here have at least had a peaceful few days for their 
celebrations but it seems obvious that the war has put quite a damper on the 
fWlo II 

I' 

And some times··we ean-: l:augl!: 
, 7 Oct. 1968 

( 
"Just after I went back to 'work this afternoon, one of the ARVl~ idiots 

Jil:.,-t 4fter HILPH.AP warehouse was destroyed ,an entire company of ARVl-. soi- · 
diers was moved on to· the hospital grounds complete with mortars andperson• 

f· . 
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al ucapons to "protL"1ct un". \'lo ncvnr ful t m0ro ln;Jc;curc in our li veo!) 
fil'l~d off 0. hurst Or tuo of n.utomr1tic fire ri{)lt OUtCidO thr_' dO(JI' to ray 
de})·n·t~ownt. I ucnt rii~ht Dtl~;d,cht up at l~ tuo foot •.•. & ca:no dovm a 
cu!~(1in :md clutch].nc; my::...;olf all over tryinc to find. the bullut holr:;:; th:.tt 
I Has nnro I h:-td b(~un perforated With! If tho soldiers were i·m.tcldnc, I'm 
sur~J tlH'J' il~1d a good latt(ih. GRO:lL! ! Ono of tho:;o clays! I find it distinc­
·tly ·l/-//);t· difficult to 11 lovo 11 the .AllYN :>oldrucr! 

?hat::; most ns bad us '~hat happoncd to r.Iar(_§y a few W(lOks baek. 3ho wuD 
rid in.::; her bike home from the houpi tal '\vhen :·;he heard a loud exploriion ri(j1t 
no:1r hor n111l r clt uouwthing hit her foot. :Jho [;kidded to a stop, ~ that 
she had ci tlwr buon uhot or hud trit.mored a. small mino. Turned out her buck 
tirl; had blLnvn out! Sho shoolc for a woelc and ue didn't help uny by teaoing ~ 
. ~: c ::-:1::-..c..~:; ut-.t) :i' ~-b:T;"" 

'fo ~ay 1:1o are jtunpy in tho understo. tcmcnt o·f tho year. (grin) 11 

About that bombint;; halt ••••••• 
1 l;ov. 1968 

"At dinner tonieht all of us ivero Cf;tatic in our ool'ebr·ltion of· this 
latest step tmmrd eventual peace. It was with corwiderable shook that ,.,e 
listened to our good friend & sometimes lancuace teacher, An.h ------, cr.wte 
cmotioncllly later us ivc vis:L ted ovor tea. \·lo don't, of course, knoH hovr 
rnuch of Qu:U1L; Ht.:;ai or Viet-Ham .An.h ------ 's opinion roproaents. He is ed­
ucated &: noor but not one of tho peam:mt claso by any raeans. Ho uas shaiccn 
&. ncar tears. He is a c;ood cnouc;h friend to be brutally frank 1.'1ith us & 
-vrhile ve think he is genuinely fond of us, he harbors no love for americans 
in general. He said that "everybody" (meaning Vietncunese in Quane Ut.;;ai) 
thinks that tho americans have already been in contact with the lJ]'L & are 
perhaps secretly plannin{j how they will divide up So, Viet~m.m •.. He felt .the . 
U:J would v.rant to keep hold of certain purts of. the ·coUf'l_try .su.ch. ao -Curil· Ilanh 
Bay for instance. His most heart breaking comment \ias that he felt they (the 
So. vietnwncse still pro-8aigon) were loainc the la::;t vo:..:tigo of contii7Chl 
over their destiny. Being ono of tho araor1cans at the tar.)le, that l~~r~J!j 
co,,l·lO"lt, cor: inc fro;n ;:,;uch o. good friend, hurt •. Hy imnodi:tto r'cJoponuu 1ra:J 
to f;:~.y, "Oh no, Anh -----.-! .Araorica Hill newer do ~l. tj:til!G lilcc that to ;:,.·our 
'"'"0·'1•· r·11 l····L., .()llly l',,J .. ·.,, J •. ·,., -'-r, , .. ,J • ..o..ll"' ·'='·'L··r'lt~ll' ,.-1-0·1 )'•··~ ···1 ·'' · .J. 1{-; ., ... ,.., •. !J.' l:' ... ~ .. ~ .• .l.J •?w .J.., • ~.. LJ.I_; ~·.\~<,lJ -~~~ li...J t;_,LU 1., ,\,# J.... L, .,1., L, ))lJ L..;.-.._.\:_ •...)• .. t,,. ~~'-' J..J,.l,,l,l.(.)., 

t.: n (;o j1:t.,.t ~lt:J.t •... Gcttlo theil' oun dc;;tinJ'•" .JJut thooo \iOrdG uc11t tm­
Jpobm <•.S -.~ n:.-'-cu:Lnc doubt r1uickJ..y :J~olloH<Jcl the firct thou()lt. ';hw I co ;.;;ure 

' of ti.~at? ;Jol·:cy nc I i'TUO to ;vh,lit it, :c \/~t::m't liUl'O th:::: .. t thou:::;~·; the :i'J:'L 
htdn' ·~ :.,lrca·~.y- •mt)J . ._:;, ·d in sccrot t<.:.JJcn. Hor could I fool collfi<.1nnt tl1a"G 
~ .. '•l(:l'ic:· '.~ou.ldn '"li iTant .. to maint:1in ruili tary b·.~.ses hero. Conversation vms 
hard aftur that. An.h ------ said nothing more about it but the strain 'i'TaS 
there dividing us for the_first time." 

And what p8ace could be like' in Quang Ugai •••• 

3 November G8 
11Quang Nc;ai, under the cloak of clarl::necs, is beautiful tonie:;ht. The. moon 

is brit.,;ht and just short of beine f'ull. t.:rii Other than a street light up 
the road a. v1ays, that is the only light shining in this area of the city. ¥/e 
are entering our second iveek ivi thout electricity & are not finding it to­
tally unpleasant. It has its advantages. The weather can only be described 
as a balmy tropical evening with benevolent cloud ·masses silhouetted & sil­
vered by the moon as they cross paths in the star f'illed slcy. 

It is about 9:30 and I am sitting on a small stool on the upstairs porch 
outside my room.. The porch overloolcs a small (25x60 ft) dirt coiapound be­
tvieen Pixton Hall ancl the main Al!~sc house. The compound really looks vary 
nice this ynar. Eric and :i:•largo have surrounded it vli th flowers and buohes 
of various ty11es and morning glories c~irab between the posts of tho car port. 
The CJ.irt is clo.an and is raked 'several. times a day so that it genera.l.l.y 
.looks :ft'1##l4rl rieat. -~~- · ·· ... 

Drifting up from Eric • s room is 'the · beautifuJ..· Greek dance music he got .. ' . 
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l. ~1 Iion ,,. J.\on · an<l from uorncwhoro couwr; tho :-:>cent of burn inc; inccnr:.;e. About 

1 L"l t..J 
k 1l:f an hou1• ~L;o as I \'iaG oi ttint; hero feelinG very rolu.xod (); contrmt; rJou.k-
in.::; up the bc)[tuty of the night anrJ tlw Jitlwic •••• r.Iarco uilt_mtl~ movud out in­
to t:tc co:.1llOUnd from her dovmot:tiru roou uwl utartuu danc1nt; J.n P'.:rfcct 

.J..·U I. ~ 1 ·{ j~;' 1 ~·:'{ rhvthrn ui th tlw muuic. Brie ivas luch::H1rliuically 8H(.Wpinc tho 
1-t·•~J·,··tt t;''' ..J • 

porch in time \lith tho lilUsic nncl before lon,; he ab:Jndonod h1s brooL1 rtncl vras 
out d:.cncinc Hi th i~nrce in the bri::;ht moonlight. 3hirtlcss and 1arcfoot, "Hick" 
looks every bit the Greek urmcer dmm the ro. . . 

:r~or m.;hile Jack '"as ntandin{!; in the shadows dowm;;ta1ru cnlialy nurvey1nc; 
the scene au is his usual J.Ktttern juot before he t;;ooB to wash up for the niGht• 
But even usually predictable Jack couldn't rcniut the lure of the moonli~ t. 
c.nd tho rapj.d beat of tho t.tusic. Hoxt thing I kncVT his tall, tilin forrn harl 

· d.c ·' chcd i t::;olf frolll tho shadows and. was gracefully s-vmying lr.L th the nmnic. 
It w~1.G beautiful and spontaneous·. No ·one down thoro felt ::wlf' conuious iC 
for once all of us vmre relaxed and at perfect. peace. l<,or m::ny and Various 
reasons \ve all fcl t a little noGtalGiC for last year 1'ihon Sallie, Chris, 
Katie, Terry, Kces and all the others wero here with us. Seems liko every 
member of thip, ,~\l~SC team vTho has now gone has loft a part of themselves here. 
Tho t1ieht is td:"1ide 'from the soundG of war. Just occasionally v1c hen.r the 
thud of bombs way off in the distance but here in Quanc.t Ngai tonight, peace. 
reicns supreme." 

1'·-'T The God drunned Slopeheads keep getting in the way! 
' 17 Nov. 1968 

"At one point this morninrr I lmndered out in baclc of the hoGpi t::1l to \latch 
a modi vac chor>per c0111ing in.# They had two cn.sual tieu on board. A Vietnamese 
mother and hor 7 or 8 yr. old daughter. As tho chopper hovered a fm" inches 
off the eround, a filthy and noakint; wet marine r:J tumbled tiredly out of the 
machine and started to pull the woman's stretcher out. ::Jevcral Vietnamese 
men standin.;:: near by moved out throuch the drizzle to help him. He carn.c in 
"';Ti th the first strc;tcher and then cruao out and t.itood by 1110 as rthe VintnnLlcse 
fcllO\'lS unloaded the little girl. I made a remark to the marino indica tine 
rny doprension and corrov1 for the beating the ci viiians vmrc taking in this 
1-mr and his response left me speechless with rage at first and lator uith - ' 
pity for him. He gave me a withering glance, spat contomptiously into tho 
mud at his feet and said, "The God damned Slopeheads keep getting· in the \·my!" 
Then he 1~an out through the rain and pulled himself into tho dep:.l rtinc holi-

. copter. Sitting hero tonight, I'm wondering hov1 much of that angry bitterness 
was a protective shell for an exhausted, miserable and emotionally torn 
young medic. He couldn't have been much over 20 and his is a grim business. 
Somcho-vr I feel much less inclined toni.:_.ht to wiGh he i·mro sti:iplH:Jd 9f hLJ 
Cu1otionalpci'rmsus. · God knovm., tho l;J.d needs all. tho dD:fcnses he Gnn ..;:l.,.,..?.:.., iEP...E.cr. 
ric 1 G a~> ~.tUch 8. Victiln Of th:i.S 1Jur;;aucratic iW:Jalli ty :)VOl" her·~) 0.>>. ':'l.l..}One ol;;:J 
'-~ ~1irj ;~c::.rs c:.s r .. (.cl· r~r: those of tho casualties he gathers up • 

.iJut in hi._, youthful bi tternous, he Sl10}(() tho t;:."lJ.th. Ind;.<;d thc:y 1lo b; . 
.:.;c:tJdnc_:; in the ivay of tho r.:omb::J.tAilto •••• ao ti1oy eat amL Blr.H.:.:p ~Ln- thei:t. .. Jw-tacci'- . 
.. :.- tlJ.t:~r j',)L to .Glt:l,rkot uith thr;ir home :·:;rovn produc.:q_· ~nriugin.g- :h:n b ... ~J_;::c·~G· hmlG .. . 
:frorn. tllcd.l' :.:.llo(:tldo:..: 1J01os, cw tlwy 1·:ork· in thoi:r l"'ice :fierlls, c~•-· th·_:•r tudv · 

~ .. . v ~ 

th8j.1· J.ott;ur~; a11d nuub,;rs in tlw clcsur001ilS 1 nc tlw~r try to r(;lax in Jclw tiny 
cafes r:d't,,r t;ork •••• Yes, I have to ncrce vrith him. They do keep e;cttinc in 
the ~~ny of thiG vTar. 

~he e1:10rgency uard uas kept filled much of thio mornint:; 1.vi th the fefuse 
of last ni(~ht 's battles. nothing much different from similar duys in sirlli­
lar 1-welcs in similar months past. They all bleed the same, cry the· same. 
lio difference really.. Just as .much· dirt e:llld human excreta crus tint; their 
bodies, ju1:1t as IflarlY flies mntrming over the -vmunds, just as much r.uodical 
mis-mnnae;ement. lfothing here' to make the public back home sit up and take 
notice. After all'~ you've. seen one ·die; you've seen them all. - This· phase 
of the war is "old hat" to the. daily pre-viewers o~ -the news. back-home, I'm . ' ':. ,-

: ' .· ~ 
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sure. NoH that tlw bo;n1Jin~~ halt hac t:tken pl··ce in tho north vTO vfill aoon 
~~l:'": poacu ror.:tGrod in Vietnam and of courf';O, .n fm: people al·:r: •. y::; c;nt hurt 
durinG tltc taop~•in{'; up OJ101\ltions of a war. Trn(Sj_o really, but Ull:LVoid<,.ble. 
I c~m im:1l;inn thG complaconcy apa1mud lw tho bowbing halt anrl ti10 election 
of n nm·r )•r.·:::i.ckllt :1nd a lWH p:u·ty.... : 

I:out of onl' tc~am 1·Jt.~nt ov.~r to the f:Pl• Jr,_;u11cy J'lJ!JJil : ·.t :.;ow) time thl:J J;jorn­
illC• .\;; \·ic~ t1·y to croom our~;ulv<w to D.c·t ao a fir:;t ~ .. id t~;aJ,l durinc :1 major 
d:i.:Jastr~r, I:arc;n h:w been cncoura{~:Llj{~ thr) lay mr:rab1;r::.; of thu tr:u.rn to co iHto 
t:1c Cl>Wl\ .. t'ncy · ar.'a 1vlwn they h:tvo~11opportuni ty to aecu[;tom t!wm:;rJlvcs to ·uh~;~.t 
the::" \vould f:lce in ::.mch a ci tu:J.tion. 3o whats nevi? I think every one of uo 
could tell th<1 bored and complacent opti1ni:..;ts back homo vlhat c new. '.(he 
li ttlc :_;irl uho has ~Jn enorm01,1s capint; ho18:· where:) a bullet toro throuch her 
body o.wl out her rnctum is .nevr! It .ncvur happonod to her bofor:1. ~ho little 
boy ui th tiw tiny hola. in hif:J throat h:1s rwvr~r drmnwcl in hili o·,m blood be­
for(! ancl 1wver will ucain ••• He's one o:f thee c .vrho v1ill nr)Vnr l::nmv anythinG }; 
about "ponce in Vietnam". He was conceived arid born into a world of l·rar and 
this :.10rn:Lng he died in a world of \-rar. The v10roan with a jam~ed pieee of 
shrA.pnel· in her foot and a w·ounded child· in her arms hasn't quite received 
the optimi0tic message about the incipient outbreak of peace yet. The over­
taxed and underskilled medicn.l tcchnieians on the vietname::;e houpital st::t:ff 
haven't noticod any change. The tired and bitter marine medic doesn't nnti­
cip'lte any early rnturn to his home. Thats the llay thinc;s are hero in Viet­
l{CJP. toni;_;h t. The war eoes on •••• and the God da.umed slopehe ads keep got tine; 
in tho vmy ••.•••• 11 

And on this first day of December, 1968 my muin concern is t;ivinr; all of 
you a clear und truthful picture of i·Thut it is like to \vork with the qu:.J.ker 
tenm in Quane Ngai. I hope I have represented all phases and moods in their 
proper dimensions • Lif~ here is many faceted •••• Its' beautiful and llf:ly; 
its' trac;ic and comic; its' deprcn:;;sinc; and -itS at the same time, stimulating. 

Th:mkst;i ving has come and gone quietly and as Chris -;Iimas approaches rny 
thoughts turn more to1·1ards those of you at home. Here the rlay ldll pass 
\vith little notice and that is how it should be. But the pull of childhood 
memories of fcsti ve holidays \d th all their religious and cor~uuercial tradi­
tions are strone ru1d I find myself. wishing fervently that you all can contin­
ue to enjoy them as you have in years past. I-Iy thoughts will be very much 
with all of you and my prayers will be for your happiness and good health 
in the· coming year. God bless.you; every one •••••• · · · 

.... -··· _ .. . _. . Love , · 
. ,;:,·.··--~-. _, ; 

~'·.·,_·-_:._~ .... ~_:,·.: 
-.... 
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