MEMORANDUM  AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 18102 |
Kees Willink, Chris and Terry Chacos, Robart Metz,Katie Maendel
Dick and Cynthia Johnson, John and Laurama Pixton, Olive Rayns

To: Margarst Robsrts, Martha Fort, Mary Stickney, Sallie Squires Date: 12/27/68 o

cc: Dot Weller
From: Jenny Guberman ﬁ ’ ,

Subject: Dot Weller's Dacember 15 Newsletter

Enclosed is Dot Weller's Newslatter of December 15, 1958, Tt arrived on Chri
and she wanted you to rsceive it before Ohristmas. TPlease accapt it as a bsl
gift and with high hopes for the nsw year.

mas nve

ted Christmas

[ I}
-

Roger is en route to Hong Xong and Vietnam so things are relatively calm in the Ovarseas
Refuzae departmant, although h=s does ksep in constant touch.

Warm regards and Happy New Year!
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poverful quads & hip flexo

herself & valks alone (with erutches) but the remaining problem was the usuel one of complete

pge

“brat reaponding in the only way she knows how to a foreign and frightening situation.

4 N:”
ought 8 of thes tic display «77p 1o nive  cpone
a pileture of it. gam who made tLg yts, b
» were thare, Tuas enoug an 0.7, Jump “or jo-
stic, The whesl level and righy in f
sat on the floor & :1 & his wife sioond
on the wheel, There vas ply of clay on the bas
: 'ﬂﬂgl sith her right fool, kic T.whesl forvard rether N
backierd & &t the same time was slamming new clay into snske shapes fo: the nexty pot. ﬁaﬁ? vhat
vors she must have developad. And vhat rhythm & coordination of move-
qu never lost a beat nor even looked at what she wes doing, She vas logking to see if

i a

© <a
vwers going 1o psy her some money for put*lnv on the demonstration...that is what she v
nel Ve didn't do anythi

he

> as
doi » 1 ng so crass as all that but we did buy some of their products. f?w
:aﬁc»ﬁd end talled to them for a long time and then reluetantly headed back towards Quéng Keaie

stls  On the Oth of Decembor uhc CDCC accepted ii's first handicepped child! This is

oruard for the city of Qaghv bvb“ and I feel as pleased by this bit of progr €8s &s
I do about sny thing we've done here so far, Herctofore, as far as we know, children with major
handicaps were not often accepted into the schools. Doubt that it has ever been given much thought.
A hﬂAdlaap ped youngster here is not & thing that parents are particularly proud of and they are
vauslly kept 2t home and they do what they can in the way of household chores, Seeing as how
this first fortunate child was HNguyéh Thi Kim Thanh, I was especially pleased! iaLb, who is
nsé approxingtiely six, had polic when she vwas & babd and had never walked when she first came

the Guqk:r Rehab, Center in August of 67. She wes also one of the flrsts &t the rehab, center
@nd carries the ignonimous label of"number 4". Grin.. 7You've all seen her picture on the wmany
handouts on the § 1inv N%?iuproiectgy She is the glum looking llitle Miss doing push ups with
her knees bent ﬁ”&%vlC&lly backward. She has coms a long long ways since those first days vhen
she cried coplcusly knt never spoke a word., Even after I returned here ihis past fugust and
she started fo come in again after the Tet break in her treatwment, seldom 2id she speak or snmile,
T vag firmly convinced that the girl was retarded until I made a viesit te her home & discovercd
that in her own enviromment she was as normal as epple pie (rice & fishhezds here). Since then
ve have finished her braces and she is completely independent. She can completely teke care of

deperidoncy on older brother and parents....Talks with the parents assured us that they too were
concerned vith this problem and were willing to help us help Thanh to "sever the ties" & begin

& nev phase of life, We tentatively came up with the idea of entering Thanh in the CLCC but
fearced to pin much hope on it. Feli that if Xuan lLan didn't reject the idea of having a handi-
cappcd ¢hild, the child surely would reject the school. Buf much to our relief & delight, such
vos not the case, It was more a case of "love at first sight" for bcun Xuan Lan and Thanh!

The CDCC has & great deal to offer Thanh in the way of basic educaticn & socializetion but I

think she offers more to ihe school and the comwmunity in education for the future of this cdﬂ*t ry.
t3 a follew up . to this ediry....A 2nd child will start at the CDCC tomorrow morning
boon "gradusted” from the QRC. This 111 one hed her leg asmputated at the hip joint al
boen 1ﬁ3ur'i by an artillery shell. Sho, perhaps, oxhibits a different problem than
nature of her childhoed backgropnd. Where Thanh has never had a "normal" past that
‘ber 1r*rh falso 6 yra, ola) has always been active, well & happy until the day just fou~
nonths ezo when en errent shell shattered her world. She has conpensated for her major hand
Ly bocouirs an abesolute tyrent....Tw blunter terng; a "spoiled brat". Grin...But an irrisii

ve felt ubg CPCC had much to offer her in helping to readjust to life ss she knew it end we feel
that haviag to compele with 75 other irrisistible youngsters (vho will give her no quarier eft
ung

er
& Tow fays of sympathetic sparring) will bring her back to normal very quickly. Being sc young, -
she bad not yet started school & now with her handicap, she wouldn't be ordienrily accepted most
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seven, these children ave going to have to leave the CDCC bui the hope is that

«111 have learned Lo bandle their special probless in a norwal envirenzent and

andent & secuve enough to convince public school officials that they, too, should
for edus aulcn. ﬂhr in sle*w; n, these handicapped children need educs
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inh enrolled at the CDCC, Trinh has bzen fitted with

0% tty gait, she is ence azain able to walk on her owne

pol to be fitted with ons long leg bracs) is being con the







