
MEMORAN DU i\.!j AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE co~.fMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15thStreet,Philadelphia,Pa.l9102 

Kees Willink, Chris and Terry Chacos, Robe:;:>t Hetz, Katie f.1aendel 
Dick and Cynthia Johnson, John and Lauram3 Pixton, Olive Rayml 

To: :tv1argar0t Roberts, Nartha Fort, Jvlary Stickney, Sa1lie Squires Date: 12/27/68 

From: Jenny Gu'l:lerman tJ'1- cc: Dot loJeller 

Subject: Dot 1;Jeller 1 s December 15 Ne'iJSle t ter 

Enclossd is Dot \•!cller 1 s !'[m·:s1etter of December 15_, 1968. It arrived on Christmas Eve 
and she Hanted you to r3ceive it before Ghristm3s. Please accept it as a. belated Christmas 
gift and Hith high hopes for the ne~-J year. 

Roger is en route to Hong Ko::1g and Vietnam so things are relatively calm in the Overseas 
Refugoe departm:mt, although h3 does keep in co::1stant to'.:tch. 

If arm regards and Happy Ne:·r Year! 

. \ 
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Dear 'Philly Filllily: 

Its been just sh )rt of a r.1onth 3i.nce 1 last wrote ,lnd I s ~-- aft · h':l.v­
ing just consult 1 y Sn il'J l.lar.dar that I Iii we 'ulli.J . ) lo1 I lt ve 
missed both Rot; r 1 rl DCLvc . Hovr•;vor, I c:msole l•1Y ~lf uy r • ,tb ·:Ln€; th'lt 
I can soon \'dsh t'.. '41 1 1 r 1 Ghri .t11'l.n l.J d g:i.ve thou t ·tt ...,-<;; • 1m f. co 
to f~ce . Hav m' -t '-f.U t iju t 'll t o ~.I' n t. ·t th .~.t o.t 1e LU t s t .r.t a )Out 3 
wks . e~rlier t ·1) t' H th 1.. )J'l} u tld rdin .rL . .~ do ir .'· ~;t, .... t .G . 

Before too lf"'J.0 u will all b a g. tting a nwuborG<l ~.nd · ~·u.l neusletter 
but I feel that the Ph~lly fJ..~ce people und tl' e " sn(~r£: _ 1 tvrolv8 11 tleservo 
some~hint; bett r t, 1n th .t . Aft, r ..~.l., much of 'r..-.t i,> in the general news 
letter, you havu Ll: rd b ·!' ro. , ,., 
Breath of frec.h ai;:: A br -~th of fresh air blew _.nt) ~U.tnL, li .a~ nbout the 
4th of Dec. by the n .18 of Roger .~arshall . He vmstcd no -::~me: find in{:> his 

,.. niche l'Ti th the 'lU~t.:: r t ru:1 and has ·1lready bt::en tot ... lly lJ::. orbe l. Joe has 
A left for his England v<: e::1ti n ·tnd Roger starts tomorrm'l on h.ts wn. Hope 

the boys .~re oxtra o a to him for a f ~w days at l.:as~ . (Grin.) The .l\.meri-
•:J'cans on the t UL'l .l.rf ._ lt tin&; fe1v c;ood chuckles out l).f t ~hing Jack , Jill 
, and Joe struggle 11i th Roger ' s 'lccent . . 

Good fortune & t::-a1.::~c~ : Once a::; lin 1m h:J.Ve s 'm h JW oft n r> l fortw1e & 
tragedy travnl hnnd in h·md over her • ·rh ' third of our )".' )Sth tic trai11eo;5 
has1 fallen victim to the frLt,;s o f u:lr. Quy, our f tvori t . .ud the boy that 
lives '.ii th us, il<tS '"' :t on tho 7th of .i)oc a ... he rode aiG i~ vl.t on a road 
behind ti.1e hosJ it~ 1. Ro5 er t-7~.~..; p ... ~Olflint; arouncl t:1 > . Ji t 1 :uildi ::.gs that 
Satur:iay aftern JJ.., .;· tting ori ~nt ~d to his m.lrroumlir ~ \Yd.' n he di~ covered 
Qu.y lying on 3. t ol in .n of the s 1all operating roor:1s . .3.n0 or ca::te fly­
ing over to tho :~ h b c "r.~.t ·r 1.-thero Joe and I wcr · eh ~..~-. -~ )L. ::Llld ttackirig 
up supplies that had just COiile in , to tell U G and I >;vent b·H J..; • i th hi.cr to 
s e e Quy. He : ... d twer! •. J1ot J.n the thibh md \laS in lot i .lain t the 
moment but his 'und h8.d been ban 'aged a t leaot . .1. y 1. .wdical t echni-
cian brought in n x-r':J.y they h::;.d tgJcen . It w1sn ' t too "') but ho\>red that 
the bullet uas sti:..l in his ltJ ~ nnd h~id.n ' t touched the bone . Did a ctuick 
muscle test to rcat~sure rJyH -lf that he hadn 't surf .red ,'tny 11,tor lo"'s altho 
he did turn out to l • .ve ~ ~ .w !~1inir.1al sennory lor;s . .oei:ng a .. atu::..~(' uy after­
noon , thi~ · g.::, UGrG t thGir usu:1l eonfused and unst· ffcd :.::vt::l . :;o or;.e 
seemed to knoiT .vThich Vietno.L'lcse doctor \lUS >:Jmroosed t, , : va call n.) r where 
he could be f 1unc' ·1ft r ,.,e did find out. Consequentl:; , Roger scooted· back 
to the h :.)l.We ~ .. cl t,ot .rar:;c . Jhe carne right over· ll1d • ithin ·tn hour & a 
half or uo, Quy liaS in the ouero.ting room. llith 11n.rGe assi.~tinG .Jr . Jl.lng (the 
best Victna.r.l\~ o d..:., . , ere) . 'rhey removed the bullet \vi th little probleJJl 
and four rta~/S lat r \'/0 brou1 ;ht lu~,r hOI:w i'li th US to r C )V '!' . !~arge· is going 
to let him c;t.-.rt b ck to Hork t c)llor:ou )art til!lc as he in uo•.; hoboline; 
around wi th:Jut his crutches x.t t:::ctting verJr r ,s tlc:~B '.., n.d the huunc . 
Quy has no idea of who shf)t hi M or 1rherc the shot l fror.1 . llc says he 
hec.rd three sl "ts :~.nd uas on..Ly hit by one . ~large thinko t11e bullet was 
nearly spent w~.m _t ~:it ·~uy as thGre wasn 't much t:..;,...,'.J.C dl.r:r8.gc . ·,ie can 
th2.nk# God ... or ~ u.ll :· v orn , I (-~eGs . Just go in& J'lt t~1 ~r01~t door can be 
a 11 ttle lilce playirl(; R nsian Raul< tte for thc<>e 1)eo ).J..C• )V r h ·rc ! To my 
good fortune , v1hilo h· .vine; ~uy ·.round the houne no rauch 1 li..: ov :Jred that 
he is an ex,•Jl2....>nt t achcr! ~o .,luy is nm-1 J:t,>' u .w li<'?tn:t.i't .>e ... ~ne,u ;e t u ch-
~r. .He t ch ,J • n Tu ~:w , 7hurud·ly .md 3·ltm~w." r~ t1ts · 'l. l t , ach 
O"nG Ry ( oy n.<'Tr .._'> . : . Aide train('O ) BnDlinh oiJ. donrn.y, .i lHH . i.:ty ·::.nd 1£riday 
evenincs . .Jy ru ' ; t:.:; ro 1llH'l us full :~u th~: ' .'S . .LL.Il.V :J 1~ prt cious 'little 
t ime for t'1 ' u : ~u· .ker 1 ·b .~.ucll ry • • ( Griu) 

Draft;. Vit. tnacJ :.::; tyle : .\.noth r of the .t'O.;th tic: tr 11 • ),/'~ " oi t the clust" 
the ;_;:l.J..la d~y tt. ··.t ~ny vn~a >h t , out in <1Ui te 1 t.l. f ·· · y . 'rh~~> \me 
wao ·~uyen Ll: 'i"V· l ~ u r J_ v\,; o .lW _;_l;i lG ~ .LI., ~ ... d.ts ..• it . 
.11. ra.ri ty c .,:rmn ·, · _. • :w t o::r. JUr bo., s n -r::,. I lJ · J.'Cl.. h) in; th .. 1> nlvou 
as anywh•'l' ~ .. · • .. ..1.·~ to :7 .: fr01:1 40 on UiJ· ( ::."::..l ) ·~'l:. I~ ~ b .... en raaking 
every le<"~l t::f ... ~·t to t .;, . .t.:J_ tri;lent l'rm1 th ;.'. "l ~ ... • .h !orccs co he 



2 
can compj_et. Lis 1 ·o t . .,:._c t ... · Lin o ·our~, l-li th Joe ~ ~t. 1 r. Th ... is ..l.0{.;'-1. ..... 

military force hE"' s ·T • .... t ,,1m.1l r to ur n~tion;.l ..... uard . ·}l ,; .tin to 
live in their own hor. ":::; · 11 Hark '"'~ t their r L'Ular jobs bu:t re n c·.tll in .. l.se 
of local threat by "outsi 'e agr sors" . He has rdp ~tedly J.." c 'l t J l 1d so 
has Keith and J aclt tnr( u h .... n·.u· 1 1 , .. w~ls) to b .t au...,i~'lH r to t~.~. 1' u J and 
has pointod out h )~f .u1•h 1 -·l \1 .... 11 ba to hi::s ~. l .o J L,~tinl this 
t raining . How trw ! V/l,11e hi· .L "' .. l'f) 1u proc , . . 1 , :1. vt b ~en 
safe from th.,. dr:1It d.... v L ... t bt r .uoc ... · cy in Vi tn 1 · J 1 _ f r:!nt 
than it i s b w1c ho )( r 1 ~uy ·n uas sn·1tch ' oi f '1-.... Lc ~+ tl e 11orn-
ing of the 4th 1d r c i f r " raft 1 , it g ". He •n s . t l ,, ·J...., 1d then 
released but · f ... < I \ . • ou 11: l 'd n· thint., " ' ~ i tion 
of his ca • A d ., · t·. Jt. ;.." ·~·aine e ims :..ck 1 1. .) \l>.Llu .LJ:lnh; tl. . 
boy tha t waa b tdly . Ull ' tb ut t1 o • ~~ ~ o ) wd d(·"t .iJ tl • D une 
reason. Th y lt t h 1 , J ft •r . f 11 l1. ·r • Jack h s wri t n ·1al letter 
tO the 8.Uthori tieD T Il ~t,,!ng l~t a1, pl'Otesting Quy n I 1 ''t St , Ji( , n-
Stant thren. t < f r t t !.l tL. t1·ain ~, . uc lf: i1. 1 _ ft-cxem t 
st· tus for th rn e· ~ ~ t .... r rv ... c iri t~le lonal 11.~ tl.: >..J~ ... t.:.. m f th 
harassment of th . u as t ,. con • _ ~.: ' ir )Jil l-IOrk . ~/e ' r idles 
most of the time v.r ! l c_·ing , t:">n ,. re .- inc to lot e , ·· " ur ./· " the 
draft . That would r l.ll; cri) lc th . :.·a thetic p:.·o, :;,· .w a. i.:. tie a al 
Jack is r.a'lking but .lo .. t 't knoil h w r1mch the C'..Ut.h riti l'' impressed. 

'Gi/o-SU'Weller: " G~cfo-S-:1'', that th re oeans teacher or s< lt; uch n1irJ·Jl . I con­
ducted my first ~ lass ~ . e 'lltir ly in Vietn· tes) two vrc Ks ggo. 'i'h t not 
easy , flY frien:ls! ( Gri•.) I ".·ms up tl.l .1' t 2 rem t 1 ~ !t ... ., ) sw 1tiL.c; 
over a v ry d tuil d . plan t~· w ~:-.tim . Dur: L tLJ. ..1.. h .. l l1~ Jo ~ ' s 
interprete r in the roo 1 out ::lidn ' t use hb except f r · u"'-= 'ci n to n·1ke .:ure 
I had gotten through . I •..;o.s d n nnn cl to arry t 1r u :1 n 1y •m 3Ven tho in 
several inst l.llCeo th:..s ~~ -· t ..::tu: ll:r r !< ing broKenly ... r .. 1~ .tC. son plan . The 
class was on stunp b n ii~ •••• !leas one for md techni ,ue. •.. .. d : vas u 
giving it to Joe ' s 22 .rosth .tic trainPes . I was ~~ally ui- pl· d t the 
way things turned out . I t::.'l.V . thJ Sl;1.me sort oJ... prG nt ~iJ " cr. b ... 's ~ ~n 
John P. was s till her in AU{;U ~t but ,t tht.t tJ.ne I t, l ··td t • inter- .. 
prete r three-fourth of tl o ti ?h f llows this tii'le .t l tt oy struggles~J 
with some of the n wer ords ,md ph.!." ~ 3es but they o}:r'llliousl~l t)Dl"' a .tccl the 
effort I 1ms puttirte forth and l)aid close attention to ;,r t I ar ... ~Jing . (~hey 
had to undq,r~ - t .nd my Vi tm 1e e! Grin . ) 1brl:y in the orni , .1. nt d.!l 
ho~r with Cfnt:; Ry, t ching hin t.1 s.t.o, .11t rial . VI: m "Cn · ..... s: st rted I 
had him wri 't'P the rf asono.J fo r , twup 1 i. ing on t.H ul H' ~ r" -r.pl in 
them to the boys . ne :... ll - r 1 ~ l l ui ".::; wull for hi· li .... ·: t ..... un t t '1Ching . 
Hard as it is , this t 0.: L bunine s is th , st ioport t n ·t ~ our c:::farts 
over here and the naJ.~t + .t \li Ll ultima"' ·l. le -....ve the r .o t .. · s ..LJlb c ........ )Ct.., . 

" Once more with fee lin.:; : The abov uentioned Ong Hy st~~.: ted rr. ~~ th me on the 
2nd. Think I told ~-:.;u his 1;aclc ground in <· previous lett ;..~. • ·.v Linc8 l8arned 
that he has been a village chief in his time . You oi~ 1l t thiru-.. bci!ll .1. P ... ' aide 
would repre :.ent '1u1tt; ...... ..! duwn for h1n but if it is h do t ' t >hou it . As 
I embarked on t r-J.ining t. 41J1 irle tr.linee I drew a d .p "":h td tLought , 
"here \-le go ... e;;nin" . .1. '1 ~ Cnr.;, Ry ·nll DC t'1e o~1 to 1u 1.kc .1. t · 1 -t uay t1.ru 
the years cour.t" . In .. s .GlU'h' t~ 1 ... tllo'.l3 I 'll:J. ;p ntlin .. t ~ t n w)ur 
day in f OI":!l.al in~ tru.Cti :)n ~ th ! .r • ay ~ n J ~;G :1...11 . ~ V ~ .ill I~ • ti .._ ~V ry 
Ss. turrlay; someti!Je& or .l , . t::.mes v1ri tt :m . By tr1 · t : f +: 10 .. c' ., t1oe, 
(IF he makes i t th t f r !) l • ~1:!. h· vo covf:recl rwst ..:.' tl 1 tJ of .1: -
terial that a PT Ai'le tr::= inee ou1. r( ceive in the ut t s. .! ~-~- , u :!ll.J.Ilges 
in emphasis for r~ . ons of practi~llity , of course . Il lly, >uld c:m-
tinue to work for us 1d a dst in L'w IJJ. 1ining of i'utu:::· J ;.J. .~.:. l trlin s . 
Thats the wny. its supros·::d to i/Ork but vllJ.at huppcns in l "'' , t r , . here 
is oft time s a v .!.'Y diff<n"' nt " sHill[; of tue axe" . Grin .. .!..' L~t> _ !l - +- ,.i th 
beco:nes a cruci •l p ,rt of our p cov. ll!l •• ··Yeah .· Sigh.··· ill 

. . \ 
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~1" ·l€) do~~n tl!'J olo sa1.:b..-YS: Those of you re~ding 1:1y let"t r:.- so ,ft sh ld 
be .:_,dttl.nr to know .1( 1 

.... • irly well. . (Grin . . J"po .. LOgl.e to )He '.o 
r sa.dy sptak t 1.c 3 ~o" 1 do • • ) .-\s y~ u l~1ow oy Jl, · .., '-.· ,, ~~ .'()ng 9anL 
river • .. So tr is, t ... J, t.'. :l.iv r VS' . • Grin .• \/e did1 ' t ~ ,11 l d it 
although ::;u )h a,.'1 •vt nt i t t , l ul·,t<~ . Du • lr ~.~, Lot', 11.. .... , ~u~ , 
Haree and I pilt l into ' I v 1 Il Ill i . v d nm vO II 1. ) \lJ. tJOllL ·ft:_ . 
The village is a tin .Hl J.,' !lU\1(. d r und hl tr 1 e to b- bridfr< 

A ~~t."' o 
\ crossing the 3cmg Vl' , o' t ~e nil( o r .... : 'T:l ; ·c . J Jcurit' ..L., 1 "" o • ·ts 

s eems to h:1ve Iimb rod up bit from t1.11e to tine or ·~t· 1 • + t '...._l ourB lves 
it has nd h1.ve ver.turc<l t 1 little furtl rand r~ oft ... I wn.s li .., 
kid on the un.y to ;i r.::ur 1riHe; th vrhol trip. It • ...., ""' .... v t .... .r1e I had 
been down the ·e but • ti.ers J· Nd b n ther t 1, . t ~ • ; " L bsolut . ly 
beautiful country ide . ,i • 1 tr hv . 3.t o v r ~ + r t J.. . · tuc-:r 
in the :knee deep ( n xh ~.I. . ui m) .mtl ! ,)r f,l rt T .lil ; t J !10 1( 0 iCe .... th 
and Quy roll d up tl ~r 1t . , to ~ O..L. • th 1.r ... les u out 1.n no 
t ime while Lou s ~t !:'Y h .w'l. t 11..: hl~ ~1 . ( , ... t' ) _ 

This is trr;u .3pl1rti... ~.~ .. ' ..1- r t 1 r .. , .L "'u 1 4~ ,~ • the 
fields W""re u tu ·. J ~..... _ t ..., .... , •L .1. 1 t .L'OWu 

in dry erO'\.illd JU~!h 1 
' t • ..._ t ..: l Vi L rt .'1. \ t ii .. 1 

high now . The .1~- m.Uin , th ,_, 1 t u , Jll. ...· t '..1- ( wr.1e 
of the pen.sants I l' l. :u t .tl~ t~ t'1 ... )t " ~.~ J"' 1 e ·v ss 
dirt off • .. Uot url \. 1, t . 1 0 v l.S .) wd r - plantir :; .L ... I' i .. Hd ::_o 
Noti ced that the • . · · ....... .raced _ to if:.. .,... . 1t ... • ....... u. .....' t o the 
wat e r can drr~in frc. J. th u '~ r. o. t o .e to ti.. lo1n~:~ o · u •!' t o:-:--.. the otn• r 
way tho unless they nt th ir "ro e rlip~~er s., stAm " i! K.l.c ~. :'e nt Ftd- ing 
around in the field. u:.~ lir :md lik to : . .'orru n ~v. J 1.e . :Lt .. obv .i.ous uhy 
s o msny of the peo 1 I .~..'"' h .v... Jri;"LS! 3t-"t' '"t lot o1· 'I + l5uf.L lo t o:r'k i11 
the fields . Its q W\1 1 J... t'. '. "U. t:.o t t 1 oe 1 nst roun . 1 u mt v: the 
mud of the pad lie . ~1 " niL cl .,.:._r u) to their bel ies J ill •1 tround 
pulline; a wooden plow b h~wl them 'nth the trr 'r ridiL t bl~ d ortion to 
hold i t do'.vn in the r.J.Ud. I ' ve n, •r knrnm uLn.t mud · ras un· il :. {' u.1e to Vi~t­
liam! Pa rt of the high· y (ffl ) from ·...:.u:~l.t; I;gni ..... outl. to ./ t V~ is "r iniraally" 
paved but rJ.OSt of the 10 uil s r in de p , thick, olU2-li ~ ud . The Viet-
namese solve the probleos by oinc barefo ted or just · r .,.. J!:' u .. u ...... tic 
sandlco s they lo, ilo 1g. .~ ooUJnon and ..... ;.1using ..... , :lt y u "' , Jft n- her on 
weekends is the Vi tn<.u·• e i m in th rivers lab _,riously · ... , )ff t!1eir 
bikes and motor cooter.... . Jjy th t .e tl. "! ~o 20 fe t :frc .• t _ .J.. v r the ve-
hicles will be •:ts dirty c .bey cv~r 111~.r._ but th JY h 1v 'l. ".... " • , mt cl-..an 
convey~nces here w they do i;1 Hong Kong . ,_ A 

Two of tho three brid 1s betueen hert ~md Sone Ve vi ___ '1 .v be n blown 
out by the Viet Cong & ue crossed on " jerry built " affairs o.:::- in on~ case , a 
mud dike that had be"'n t1rown 1cross . Here there was quit __ ttle hill to 
negotiate & the road h ruts 2ft . deep •• • . The cud slip 'ry gluelike . The 
la.mbretta buses sto:) >ed t the tu ) of the hill and all th ir sscnrerB got 
out & ran do-v;n the hill. · Then the all helped push the lai r ttas up the other 
Side & honped back in . . . . raud U to tl.eir .KllCGS but it -"~.:.dn ' t fa"-'e vae:r.l ....... bit . 

sShg vt- villa e its· lf re ts ato.1 a v ry str'-l.tegic sput ,t · rt:·mce to 
a major bridee and :.t i 1 ... ' t a ... rticul?.rly h althy spot to li . . T1lt main 
street shmied signs of .! vinu o en s!wllE d uore than once . 3ome u:... t .. e huts 
&: shops had been sprayed vll. t h bull t~ & shrapnel. The ur., ~..:1~' inni11i of the 
big bridge across the S~bz 7~ '1ad be on ....,irdled ; i th : rb d ir~ v, .mspected 
mines had been 1~ id to '~ p t'l VI.!, from g tting ne· r nO\.' h vO len., t l8 bridge . 
We walked half 1-1 ty c ~ > ~ t ,'Ol.lll pictures md nc Oll p 1. ty tt ti Jn aJ... 
to us . Heck , '-n conll ve blown the tlung off the map . (.rir) •• .) 

We all noticed t 1at t · )OO Jle ( ·md P' rticularly th · \' ild n) \t not so ' 
hostile & insulting as tl ey ,., re in 4u:fug li(~~. Not ow~e re . ' lled 'l.t with 
the usua l YOU , YGU , YvU or Humb r !Jl or .. rs , Number 10 • ••• l.Tr l.. '.:(hey vlere 
CUriOUS and amused & follO•ofed U:J ill p a ckG ab HO W 1lked .d l the LlUddy paths 
of the village but they .wver both red us . ',/ wero lookin0 .1.. >r lay pots f or 
plants in our co:upound . ~'ound bi~ clay )l'lCtJ that "'uy lme;.; of .me:·· they 
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, C1Ui: c,n so:·ts of , er.c. 8 of thc'l & sacr a fnntastic display , .. .:· r. >.ive ·r~on-

u5 · J. that I cot:ldn 't a picture of it. 'I'he maD. & ;-;ife tel:lrl >·.'ho made the 1 'tsp 1 
O:tl t. c)"C;'.J:n;::tr.s.tiou for us ~:hile T·:~ \·~ere there" Tl·:·ns to make an O~'TI$ jurnp ~or J~ .. ~~ .. e 

r::G~::; & O.t:i.v:~ ·,;ould. he.ve b::8i1 ests.tic. ?he ;Ihee:l \.'S.S do;m at floo::.· level and in frc:.t of a 
~·;orlc bench~ The 1nan sat on the floor 

lTOY'k b,ench r-~ith he:r" r f'oot on the \·;fLeel.tJ There vrEi8 a large supJ!ljr of clay on tf:e b<~:ncb_ at 
hor loft el She spun the 11heel Hi th her right foot, th:'. >:heel fon1ard nrther t"b:::tn 
bac': 'f':td & nt the se::ne time ;·;as nev; for the \;hat 
po1•erful qt•uls & bip flexors she must havE developed. And 1:hat rhythm & coordination of move­
rco:nt! She nev-er lost a beat nor even looked at Khat she ~c;es doin.:;. She ;ms looking to ::;:,se if 
'lc70 Ke:rc.:;: goh1g to pn;y her some money put on the der:wnstra.tion ••• that is v1aat she 1:as 
do:in.::;! t'c didn 1 t do aJ;.ything so crass as all that but we did buy some of their prodt1ct,s. 
v:<:ttched E.nd talked to thecn for a long time and then reluctantly headed back towards Quang 

On tho 9th of December the CDCC accepted it 1 s first handicapped chHd! 'l'hic; is 
? ~~ 

for',;c>.rd for the city of Quang Ngaj_ and I feel as pleased by this bit of progres~ &8 

Etny thing \le' ve dcne here so fe.r., Heretofore~ as far as i'le knox, children u1 th ma.jor 
handic0.po uore not often accepted into the schools. Doubt that it has ever be~m given much thought. 
A hgndicappod youngster hero is not a thing that parents are particulnrly proud of and they are 
\'DU.o.lly kept tit home and do ci'm in the v;ay of household chorBs" Seeing as h01·1 
thic first fortunate child Has Kim 'I'h~nh, I Has pleased! i;ho is 
no;1 appro:dY1ately six; had polio rThen she 11as a baby and had never walked ;<nen she first came 
to the Q.uaker Reh::b, Center in August of 67. She \!8S also one of firsts at the rehab. center 
and carries the ignonimous label of11 number 411

• Grin •• You've a11 seen her picture on the many 
<} .,._ 

handouts on the Quang I·iga-i ect. She is the glUBlooking little Hiss doing push ;.lith 
her br;:mt drastically bcteb:nrd. She hns come a long long v:ays since those first days 1zhen 
sho cric:d copiously but never~ spqke a Hord. Even ufter I returnGd here thj s past and 
she started to como in after th-a 'ret breBk in trentment, seldom .Jid she 
I \InS firmly convinced that the girl was .retarded 1.mtil I made a visit to her home & discovered 
that in hiO:r o<m emrirom'lent she ·Has as normal as apple pie (rice & fishhesds here). Since then 
11e have finished her braces and she is completely independent. She can completely take c.nre of 
herself & alone (,d th crutches) but the rEr<.aining problem \;as the usue_l one of coarplcte 
dep::mdoncy on older brothGr and parents .••• Talks lTith the p2.rents assured u.B that tbey,too 14wore 
concerned '<Ii th thi.s proble!Jl and v1ere Hilling to help us help Tt~ccnh to "sever the ties" & · 
n neu phe.se of \·le tentative.ly came up ui th the idea of ent 'l'h,s,nh in the ClJCC but 

to pin much hope on it. Felt that if Xuan J,..::J.n didn't reject the jdea of having a hancii-· 
capp::d child, the child surely uould ect the school. But much to ou:· relief & deUght, such 
vns not the case. It \WS more a case of ulove at first s:Lght" for bctn Xuan l.an and 'l'hanh! 
'J'he CDCC hc.s a great deal to offer 'I'hanh in the 'day of basic educe.ticn & socialiud:i.on but I 
think she offel',:s more to the school a.'1d the community in educationfcr the future of this country. 
JJ..S a follo:r up to th:i.s ••.• A 2nd child will start at the CDCC tomorro'a mor·ning 1:efter 
been "ffl'[J.dl''::ted" the Q.RC. 'l'his one her leg amputated the hip joir/, after h:wing 
bc.;;n injured. by an artillery shelL , perhap.st e.xhibits a different proble;n by 
n.s.turo of her childhccd :::,~ \'There Thanh has never had a unor;Lal'1 past thctt sbe can 
rc.'s:Jber, 'l'rinh (.us~) 6 yrs. al·ways been active, Hell & happy Hntil the day four 
r,onths IJ.f;O ;;b:::n nn ern:.nt shell shattered her HCrld. She has for her or h::u:dica')l 
by an absolute tyrant ..•• In blunter ter::,s; a "spoiled brat". Gi:·in ••• But an iTris-l:iol0 
brat rcspG:"!_d.ing in the only Hay she knm·rs ho~r to a foreign and frightening situation. 
YiJ f<:::lt tho CDCC h9-d much to offer her in helping to readjust to life a:, she km,;; it c;;Jd ~:e fe,~l 

that h:winc; to Hi th ether irrisistible ym.mgsters ( ¥iho ·r:ill her no 
u fc~< of sparring) will bring her back to non;:,a1 very quic:kly. 
she h::s.d not st;:,rted school & nm1. 11i th her handicap, she vrould11' t be Oi'd i 
li':ely. At r:t;o seven, e children are going to have to leave the CDCC 
by th:\t t:tuc they ·dJ.l hnve learned to handle their npecial R normal env.i.rC'lP;cnt fend 
t~ idll b::: :IJ:d & SE'CUre enough to convince public school officials they, too, }~lwu1d 
b9 [;i.vsn e. Hero in th0se children need educ;::."~:Lon , 

unscc:.:.·red a 
£.f'cm.· 'I'r:i.nh n.:::> di mxl brought her other b·o cJ:j.ldre., to 

to live just so Tr:i.nh co:;1d 1:~ mlrolled at the CDCC. Tri:rc1'1 nns been fi.tteci r:i th a 
& ehe does not h1:oe a pretty gaitr sh2 is oEce able to valk on her 01.11. A thi_r:i 
H ttlo gi:d (post polio soon to be fitted ;d th orrs long brace) is considered. for t:he 
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C! !;C no~r. Yo may yet see the CDCC turning into a school for the handicappcl which is not ez-
• tly t;hat l13 had in mind. Grin... This rtdoublc exposure" of the non-handicapped to the hand,iO 
C!li..:-d cs.n be lost if 'We don't watch out. 

r . t"'£2-.~'i to~m,: Tho Germans havo arri\!ad in tho fom of four men and a wocan and they aro 
c tensibly h~re to set up a vocational school. Vo are anxious to meet them & find out more of 
th~ details. A. vell run vocational school for the handicappci here l'rould be a god-send & would 
certainly solve a lot of tho problcl!l.S we have been wrestling with rather unsuccessf~lly _in most 
C!ls.::.s. I.'vo se~n them from a distance oeve~ai times_ end having he~rd -a German tea;::\ uas in town, _ 
lmc;f uho they wore ins tD.nclly. Wuff ••• Aro thoy bicr1 And blond 1 And _decidedly Gorman! Grin ••• 
'rho ¥0~~ would make two of ce and !hlt is B-I•G Big ••• Tho local Vietnamese have bocomo fairly 
accustc~cd to tho big .Americans but they are really going to be boggle-eyed \'I hen they sea theoo 
your.s- poople. · 

~~~css One of the 5 US AID nurses in Qu~ N~ has left & we are told that she is not 
- goi:nJ to be replaced. In fact, tre understand that all of the nurses are phasing out end~ of 

th~::l vill be replaced • . That means by July of next year, we ·probably \fon't have any American 
l ·- . - (or fo:rdcn) nurses hera in the hospital. GROANNUNNNN... Can hardly bear to think of itl - These 
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' . girls r.avo been !!Q. much·help & I doubt that the indiginous hospital-·nursing staff vill be eqtml 
to the~ by next July. We all wonder what this-means inter~ of a general American phase out ••• 
Soldicro o.r.d v.ll? ~ wa are very nuoh for but US AID does have somo good medical & feedina 
:prc,:ra..-.s. horo tho.t it oeems should be tho last to bo rc:::~ovod; not tho first! 

·~._12-ft!':£~ ·to fen-ce:, lknths_ 0~ discusaio~ and concern have. finally ·culminated. in" the e:'::cie.:.. 
- 'ion to fence off the QRC. - Vc have all been reluctant to take this step in setting ourselvo3 - _­

a:p:n-t frc:1 tho rest of the-hospital co:npound-but after weeks of increasing proble-1!!8 with 
. -. Squatters; loiterers, ·harassers'and outright tht6vcs, tho decision vas made. Lou's ere~ started 

erecting cyclone fencing yesterday just across the open end of the U. (No barbed wire in the 
(2'.!ekor ·comple:d .Grin) I'm e.!n sure that we will have a fe1r problel:lS with the fence but it clili't 
-be as_b~1 es it was without it. It is a relatively l~d fence and won't deter anyone deternincd 
· to. enter trhilo we are absent but it will cut down on the wandering hoards· of curious patients 
.nr.d IG1ativc3. 

· _l!..n_Ln l_oy,::cl;ly ":\]'•-.!-! The pas~ month or so had us to the point where we were about to adopt 
thi~ t~1o as our the~e song; P.oghts ~~re quiet and beautiful and gunfire an occasion to re~ark 
about ·fer a change • . Thoueht perhaps something concrete was really .going on in Paris and t~t 
tho bOJ.l had pick.ed up their "carbles" nnd gone hor:te. But ••• sigh ••• it wne never meant to be • . 
~c ·p:!.st l:-cek or so~ hafi d~:noustrated . that the conflict is indeed heating up and __ onco acain lte. 
are_ going to bci on S,aturday nights rather apprehensively. Rumors are flying that thero llill be 
vholcsale attack on the major cities of Vietnam on the 19th of this Eonth. We shall tJco •• Tho 
:r~st- fct~ ru::Jors of i.cpending doo::1 have been so much hot air. Holrever, we have .it on eooa auth9 
cxity '.that t:Pere ere .still large comple!nents of tivA and VC -troops in as close as ~inh S(.''n, That 
C!' :;; Thfc Si and equally l:.unatic SQcial vorker got mixed up in that "kettle of ulcer bait" a 

·._t:":~r a.:;o er:.i ve all aged 20 years in one day. But thats another and a long _ story and since I 
tm.:m't th.ere perhaps I should let them tell about it. (grin) 

f.,.._~(af.m1~!) And so:::1etimes that can be too _ nuch. I B!l going to get off the pages for awhile 
lr~ilc this epistle is still xerox-able for the missing 12 members of our team •.. Speaking of 
tcs~ t~~ber3; I realized with shame that I have yet to welcome the new members_of the Philly 
b:rar..ch of tho Vietl"-9.:1 p:rogran. To Chris Barr, Jennifer .Guberman, and to you, Christine ... A . 
very si!-:.cera velco~e and thenks to you for all you do for us out here. I am looking fon:-ard 
to cc~ting you on oy next trip ho=e. A very special \JHOOPEE to Lady B for the good n~~svo·have 

. _ eottcn about her joining us! ·· 
Chris~as is coming up fast and while it is a little hard to whip up anykind of enthusiasm out 

n:re, I certainly hope the holidays are satisfying and restful for all of the AFSC-Philly 
fanily end for our 12 te~atea nov. scattered all over the US. We miss you terribly and that is 
U.l r:::ince:re a statcl:lent a.s I he.ve ever made! Take good care of yourselves ••• We'll write as often 
e!l \J\3 c~n to keep you up to date on what is going on ••• 

.. , 

All ~y love, J 
. fd:;~ 


