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The attached letter fromDot Weller reports another chapter in the 1life of Quaker Service-
Vietnam, including some detailed exposition of Ba Xuan Lan's recent accident when she was
struck by a Honda. Dot's report of the incident is the most up to date we have of the
incident though at this point the news is at least one week out of date. I feel confident
that had Ba Xuan Lan not continued to make satisfactory recovery we would have received
word of this immediately. I will of course share with you any futurs word of Ba Xuan Lan's
situation.

Several of you have either called or written asking about the team's situation in Quang Ngai
in wake of the current heightened military action. Heretofore I will attempt to keep you up
to date as reports from the field permit, relying heavily on the excellent reports of Dot,
Roger Marshall and obhers on the team.

During my time in Quang Ngal during Januawy, everyone on the team was of the opinion from
convergations with their Vietnam friends that mejor military action was in the offing though
the situation during ny vislt was one of ralablve calm that even permitted a Sunday picnic

at Buddha hount91n~~aﬁ idyllic spot for the moment in a country at war.

After my v1swt with the team in Quang Ngai, I traveled on to Jordan, Algeria, and West Africa
where I visited the newly established Quaker Service refugee relief projects in Nigeria and

in Biafra. Like Vietnam, the Nigeria/Biafra situation is another where the civilian population
is paying a terrific price in favor of military objectives.

It is good to.be back in Fhiladelphia and I look forward to renewed contact with you and T
trust that you will either cell or wrilte as your concern for the staff in Vietnam leads you
to want an up to date report of their situation.
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Dear Philly Folk: : N o

Time again for another commwnigue...No, past time. Put {the ] pace is hectic and I make
no excuses, Round and round she goes and...we're back to Saturday night again., Or sheznd,
depending on how you look at it. Somchow the desye have a samsness that makes it a bit
hard to distinguish cne from the other. But in a woy, it is gzood %o have life set off
in neat, easily identifiablc. little segments; lilte vecks and months. Just taking it "ons
step at a tizme" or "one week at & time" and not dor"vzng gbout the next one or the past
one, makes if{ essier

I shouldn't have wailted a week to write as T haven'ty been teking time to write in the
Journal either since the lﬁs% tine. How I'm not suve I can catch you up on all that has ,
gone on around here. Ve don't tell time by the clock anymore arcund here, we number the , éf,
crises and relate things to then...Grin "Pre-Crigis #1417 end post-crisis #145....1'11 \“,/)
never be able to live in the US sgain...l'd be bored to death. (alw.oagh I would like to
try & little of that “boredom" for ebout 24 hours!)

Thut explosicon on Tussdovs Dont't ask me yhich Tuesdny...Yesterday s wesk I quSoc..WC bave
since found out the details vhich ars interesting if not dovm right hair raising.. Scems
a young student (NFL cadre) had planted a plastic bomb in the Jjeep of a coupke of ARVE
soldiers right outside Dr. Connelly's kouse. Both the soldiers vere sericusly injured.
But the story gets even mors interesting. Uhe student was picked up and interrogoted;

this leading to identification and pick up of other members of this Viet Cong ring. ihe
lad who was caught first lived right ecross the street from Dr. Connelly and near ths
Canadisn house, The plan had been to plant the bomb in Dr. Connelly's vehicles bul some-
thing happened to frustrate this plan s0 for some unknown reazon, the student decided 1o
blow up a couple of soldiers instead. Further investigation and arrests disclosed thet
algo on the list for destruction wag the house and vehicles of the new Germon reliefl teapmy
Dr. Comnelly's house and the other nurses hous e, VYhether, in faet, they have picked up
the entire ring and aborted sll the sabotage is not known.

,Crigis #10002 cceurred vhen Rogers Vietnsmese language teacher, a young 17 year old girl,
wes arrested by the lozal sccurily police on suspicion of being involved in NFL activities,
Reger, Mesrge and Lou nade several trips to the interrogation center to assure themselves
of her decent treatment (guilty or not guilty) but it is hard to exert any kind of influ-~
ence in this direction. It is when you ere caught in the middle of Just such situvations
thet it cowss home hard to you how difficult it is to tresd "ihst neutralist path” with
good friends on both sidss.

Bataneen Refurees: Flotsam on & reging sea of war is vhat they are and cne gets the impresse
ion t%ﬁy were "born to die", larry Colbert (American advisor to LeDam) had dinper with us
ons night last week end was telling us that the returning of the refugess to thelr hoams
aress had begun. (”b@se are the refugses in Tien An canp th,u Lou has written sc elogusnie
1y abuLt) I forgot how meny he said they had telken back ‘ﬁ fj that first ¢ uj vut I think
it was in excess of 1000, They took them by truck like cattle dovm to Phu Tho Junk kasin
and from there @ﬁnt by boat with armed naval escort eround to Batagsn vhere the first
beach head was establiched. With them went so meny sheets of galvaenized tin roofing fo
nev buildings to be built....Ad Tair trade for toitsl less of homes, animals and cropsl!
Loarry was saying that it was res 211y dangercous cut th ne place iz heavily booby
trepped and eppavently o L LI LT CUL0YS the US parines and 4
popular forces,that ave hvlping to return the refugees have lost a rwmber of men. Va ¢
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asked him, "If this is true, what about the safety of the refu gbes you ere returning...They
don't know where the booby traps or mines are either," He acted rathsr as if he hadn?t
thougnt of that and admitted that therc nmight be & lot of vivilien casuslties in the newxt
few weeks in that area. Ve also vere vnkind cnousgh to ask him; if the Batang qn‘Pan; nsula
had been swept clear of VO, who was laying ell tho mines and setting up the booby traps, FHe
Just laughed at that, He knows what a farce the vhole cperation was alibough I think he is
far froo where he would adnit that it vas o stupid and ill=conceived plan that furosd cut to
be a rass tragedy for meny. HMore of those refugees will go back each &
h

ch day until they arve all
back in...Their henes gone (Lursy said that a great many of them hed beon living underground
at the time they were. taken out and hzd no above ground structures ) they will be grouped in

n £o back to farn their owm

e
about 12 new villages fairly nesr their formor land so that they ca
fieldz, Units of Vietnomese Popular Forces will be left with them; presumably to help then
re-build their lives and to proteet then from re-infiltrating VC. Vhat they don't kuow or
choose to ignore is that the VC they are going to be “"protecting® the psople from ave the
brothers, fathers, husbards, etc.....S5p the closing of Oporation Pold Hariner is at hand but
this is far from the closing chapter of the Batangan Peninsuls dfory. “There will be many
more deaths out there yet.

The most recent blow to the Thien An refuﬂﬂﬂ?f came on last Sunday. The camp was sh led
- by the NFL and some 20 refugses were killed plus a few of the soldiers guarding them. So the
insanities compound mors insanities and the war goes on and the des “xls nount ever hi/,
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Cosualtiess Tet 1959: Dr. Cung has told us some of the appalling figures of the past few weeks,
Quarg Hgail hss hed many many more dead and wourded during thie Tet offensive than it did in
63, Lhcrb have been over 150 Vleunancxo soldiers killed to date in the first 16 days of this
new offensive and over 300 wounded., The first dsy of attacks brought 89 civilian wounded into
the provincial hospital and the second day there were over 50. CF these, we don't know how
maeny died subsequently. They have continued {to come in every dey since then but in varying
and steadily decreasing numbers. Dr. Cung remembered that in 68 there were only 60 soldiers
killed here. I lknmow the papers are trying to play down the t and importance of thess
new ettacks but if Quang Ngai is eny example, they arc rcn]ly *i torting the picture for those
of you back home. In 68 the Ssigon goveriment said that they were tot ale unprepared :ﬁ for
the offensive...many of the troops being off on Tet leaves...bul this year they were prepared
to the teeth and knew positively that "something® was coming...And they tock even more cas-
valties: at least in Quang Hgail.
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And erisis follous erisis in Qualer life- There hzs been & continual procession
of such events this weeks and as I sit hfre tryl to rmember them I find that some of ©
earlier happenings have been blotted out by suceed¢nb ones, But the most devastating vas T8
serious injuries to Xuan lLan.

Ch Lord, I don't even remember the day now,...Think it was last Thu 1~”“y morning...%We had
all gone to work,...Marge was making rounds in the hospital..Ry ard I were trying to rork our
way thru the mob of patients, vhen Lou ceme running in with blood on hlS hands and shirt,
Said he had Xuon Lan outsilde in the volkswagon badly hurt...Ard indeed, he did, aliliough the
injury was not as seriocus as he thougiht. She had Jjust come from the home of a friend near
the 0ld AFSC house #1 and was struck by a yonzster on & Honda. Ong That happzsned to be passe-
ing and éaw it and cazme racing up to our house for help. Lou and Carroll took off and went
dovn and picked her up. She was conclous when she wss brought in to the QRC but in & lot of

rein end face and hsuds were covered with bleod., Ve carried her into the P.T. depariment

and sent Hr., Ry running for Marge. Turns cut she hzd a fair sized scalp lpﬂv ation, brudiced
head and hip., FYor avhile Marge thought the hip and fulv* could have been fractured but the
x-rays vere negative. However the skull film was & very poor one and it is pous ble that she
could have had & poasterior linear frasture, The nost serious result was a bad concussion

end she is exhibiting all the usual sy UbOAD.-.HGEﬂuChQSF dingziness, doubJe V¢310n, NAUSSA, ,
Marge sewed up her scalp and we cleaned her up and brought her back to the house on a streteher
Eric was in Dallang at the time so we put her in his rocm. Poor guy has come back since and

is homeless but in traﬁ "Rick-like fashion", he hasn® t compleined.  Bless him, Rather than

3
ut her in tha» cruddy hespital on the floor, we are keeping her here with us ﬂnd will contis
F I 3 y

ue to care for h‘w until 0%

che can go heme, Its bazen sbout a week now b
been able tos;tand or sit up...Marge won't let her! But the real probvlen i
dizziness and nansea, I imagine it will be sometime yet before shes can get
and I have been taking turns taking care of her and its no problem at all really

- -
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T her but we ccould wiszh it were under happier circumstances.
3 2 cave of the kids and of courze, Minh Quang is old e@ou~h to be res
hem during the day, She is going to be okay but it will be some time befove s
bock to work., Ve were really lucky (a;&:w;) to gu't Jusn Len back cut of this one with n
injury than she has! In the neantine Co Tra is carrying on ebly at 1hb CLCC. This migh
e really good opportunity for her to learn the ropss at the CDCC wore intimately altho th
& traumatic wvay to get cxpsrience, Grin

Steff ettrition: Sometine last week uaﬂ, (the storemsn in Jos's shop) didn't show up for
W

work and even his brother dida't know where ho was. This is the sane guy vho vas missing
¥ith his brother during some of the hcaﬂlest fighting., Alittle latfer in the morning tho

the measage came throush that S#a had boen drafted by ARVE {roopz. Grvgn,¢,Carru11 and Lou
drove down to the militsry coppound and sprung him with not &ufh trouble but it was Jjust one
pore thing to worry about. The story turned out to be that Sda had been texi=-ing people around
on his motorecycle (for money and lllogal) and vnfortunately picked up a soldier who decided
he would turn Scn in for his trouble. Son had his Guaker ID popers with him but the militery
officials wouldn't believe hin Lgxxl Cerroll and Lou showed up inguiring ebout him. Sounow
his militery status is shqu along with Quyeu. Ve have had no snswoer yet to the officia
request for exemption for our boys other than e note from Ssigon saying the request had been
tranaferrcd to the “appro;$inm pinistry". Poor Joe and Roger nover know from one dey to the
next hew pany wvorkers thay vill bave in the shope UWow, St bas broken his 1ittle too while
daching to the bunker in the middle of the nighsil! IT { ‘ﬁ veven't for real, &ll this
pendemoniwa would nake a gooed comic operva...pBut I dont't

it
¢ o feel like lovghing...

Tran Piev, the fellow I hired to help we with hovscﬁeepjvg work in the depariment finszlly
showed up a week after H‘ a2z to have started vork with the story that ho had been sick at
home, ¥When I asled him vhy he hadn't sent ne a note, he replied that he was at houe 27 miles
avay. Vhen I renminded }:g that he had toldme bhe lived in Quang Fzod city, he changed hip
story to e now tact. Said he felt he was too weak to work...This is the typical way for a
Vietnanese to turn down a job he doesn't want, so I an told. They never covld just come out
snd tell you that the selavy wasn't encugh or they didn't like the type of work involved,
Sighes. 50 I on still looking for scmeons to relicve KHr. By 80 he can get on with more siuvdys
ing end practicing of exercise routinos,

' OFf all of us I guess Joo and Roger took thﬂ bront of this weeks crige
s8till boan' i been replaced, Sdn vss either missing or locked up mest of
the inteorpreter, vas guay on vacation. ..Lurgo hes glven up Me. Bich for
pore falv, so he cen help out in the prosthetic chop as receptionistescel
Bich,hi ﬂ”c1$, threw the QA0 crow dnto utter penic by considering 1534r
Gernan tepa that pald pere thon we could hove ever offered bivme. UL 3
guess van a tervific batile with neceoseliy and consolenceo, Hr. Blch Po

the Quolerde..Whowl I cortainly appreciate ths seerifics he io meling!

It has bosn heart vaming, houesver, to ooo the Vietn e stofT toliz thoe personns y

; £ srmensl -cmv;cwamzmz es (b.ﬁm at tho CDCC, QRC end the housc)
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lems aud overlend of work 80 JoR

&

‘slong with the foreign steff, VYo pay VO over here but we have
ways dowm the read touard uwnity dn CffOAJn to solve won problens, Tnese d

the Vietnonese etaff or patients that this Mis their cenitor® end not cuve, I sine b
ite The patients are. refle:tivy this change ia additude wmore and nove bw accepting resp
sibility towards kecping the place in erder and not stesling or destroying.

Vacotions: Lou and Avh Quy bave tsken off together for an in-~couniry vacation aud Rogor vss
PN R4 &
schoduled to head for Facao tomorrow bul since Claric X hesn't shown up here with hig posse
port, it locks lilke pooxr Reg isatt going upvwﬂa°e yet,

They aren't over working these dayz but most nights bzing an
size sounevhere in the city. The ﬁiliuary connounds h"vL b”ca
ing too dangoerous in ouy ares th BTc

;W has bc;n a bwfh itom Yo get ghold ofll Yonder if the armies
pofflers on thelr wesponSe..

been set up on ths
ite Ii@ eitheor 1)
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8till Ybearing fruit'...The eroy surge hospitel et Chu Lai is sending en down in multiples and
then ve are beginuing to get the ones fresh from the first days of the new offensive, Joz and

Roger hove some 80 legs in process right nov and I think they szid that 40 of thos )
during the first 12 deys of this current month. They ave swampsd! Hy side of (R is no
4

WM fovh g b
better.. . Duily average is ?eerﬁ” up close to 25 people & doy and we have reschsd {
of heving to turn & few awey. Awsiting list ds probdbly the next step unless this sudd
onsleught abates...Fot sure what to atlzibube it Yo other than the radio spot Wt I hav 3
feeling that "doors have been cpened” and this incressing flow of patients will contirue &z
long &8 they arée abvle to get in to us,

Fuff eaide At least for this tine. b“dlﬂ$tr€i that thd fighting has atated in intensit y
a1bn0‘~n not stopped...Don't worry, mhe? PBeing busy is the best rﬁclclro we've got and theres
{ﬁﬂ4ywplcnoy of that.

Sy love to each and every one of you...
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