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Robert Hetz, Dick Cy-nthia Johnsen, John and Laurama Pixton, Olive Ray-ne, 
Margaret Roberts, Hartha Fort, David and Hary Stickney, Sallie Squires, 
To: Ke':'ls and Katie ~fillink~-Chris and Terry Chacos, Paul and Ginny Date: 
Lappala, Jack and Jill Ri a ds cc: 
From: Roger Fredrickson 

Subject: :Host recent nev.rsletter from Dot \tJeller, 12 Harch 1969 

Harch 21, 1969 
Lady Borton Dot 1\l"eller 

- ' 
Corinne Johnson 
Charles Read 
Russ Tuttle 
Torn Elkinto~1 
Carroll Collings 

The attached letter from ~ot reports another chapter in the life of Quaker Service-
Vietnam, including some detailed e:xposi tion of Ba. Xuan Lan 1 s recent accident when she was 
struck by a Honda. Dot 1 s report of the incident is the most up to date we have of the 
incident though at this point the ne-vrs is at least one week out of date, I feel confident 
that had Ba x-o.an Lan not continued to make satisfactory recovery we ~vould have received 
word of this immediately. I 1rill of course share ~vi th you any future l·Jord of Ba Xuan Lan 1 s 
situation. 

Several of you have either called or written asking about team 1 s situation in Quang Ngai 
•·rake of the current heightened rnili tary action. Heretofore I >vill attempt to you up 

to date as reports from the field permit, relying heavily on the excellent reports of Dot, 
Roger Marshall and others on the team. 

During my time in Quang Ngai during January, everyone on the team was the opHl:Lon from 
conversations 1vi th their Vietnam friends that major military action vras in the offing though 
the situation during my visit vras one of relative calm -t;ha.t even permitted a Sunday picnic 
at Budcl.ha Hountain--an idyllic spot for the moment in a country at 1var. 

"'' 

After my visit'uith the team in Quang Ngai, I traveled on to Jordan, Algeria, and Hest Africa 
vJhere I visited the neHly established Quaker Service refugee relief projects in Nigeria and 
in Biafra. Vietnam; the Nigeria/Biafra situation is another \vhere the civilian popu~ation 
is paying a terrific ce in favor of rnilitary objectives. 

It is good to be back in Philadelphia. and I look forL·Jard to renm.red contact id th you and I 
trust that you uill either call or wTi te as your concern for the staff in Vietnam leads you 
to 1-Jant an up to date report of their si tua ti on. 



160 North 15th Streel 

Philadelphia, Pa., 19102 

United States 

Dear Philly Folic: 

American rrlends Servh:o C.:;mmittee 
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' 

12, Phon 91nh Phung 

H?p Tho (Box) 67 

Quong-Ngoi, Vi~t-Nom 

12 Horch 1969 

Time again for another cor-J.::.::tmig_ue ••• No, past time. But the pace is hectic and I make 
no excuses. Round and rmmd. she goes and ••• \:e're back 'co Sah<rday night again. Or aJ1er,d, 
depending on ho•: you look at it., So:nehm,r th•3 days have a SEL1zne~:s that makes it a bH 
hard to distingu_i.sh one frorJ the other., But in a way, it is goocl to have life set off 
in neat_, easily identifiable; little set,rnents; like Hecl::o and months. Just taking it "one 
step at a time11 or 11 one week at a tin:J3u and not uorry-i....ng about the next one or the p:-wt 
one, makoZJ it ensier. li /l 

I shou~dn' t have Trmi ted a 'I'Teek to write as I haven t t been takiD..g time to \'Tri tc in the r3 /j' 
journal either since the last tirneo Hm'r I'm not sure I can catch you up on all that has rr'Jf!,. 
gone on around he1'eo 'rle don't tell time 'by the clock anymore arou..'1d here, \re nmnber the 

1 
C.'}/ 

crises and relate things to them ••• Gr:i.n 11Pl'e-Crisis f,f117 end post-crisis tt145 •••• I'll ~./) 
never be able to live in tho US again ••• I'd be bored to death. (Althoue;h I~ like to -· 
try a little of that ttboredom11 for about 24 hom's!) 

!.fl~al-9:£l2JS:2JS:LL.9lLl;;l2;.~£1,Y,: Do11' t ask me lrhtch Tuesday H. Yesterday a week I guess •• .'I'Ie have 
since found out the details which are inten:mting if no-;';; doHn rig.'lt hair raising ... Scs:ns 
a yoUl1g student (HFL cadre) had planted a plastic bomb in the jeep of a couplte of ARV!i 
soldiers right outside Dr. Com1elly 1 s vouse, Both the solcaers Kero seriously injured. 
But the story gets even more interesting. tiLTs studelYb v:as picked up and intm:rog.:1ted; 
this leading to identification and pick up of other members of this Viet Cong ringo 'l'he 
lad Hho was caught first lived right across the street from Dr. Co:ru1elly and near th:a 
Canadian houseo The plan had been to plant the bo:nb in Dr. Connelly's vehicles but SO:Jle­

thing happened to frustrate this plan so for sor:;e vnln1ovm reason~ the student decided to 
blo1·r up a couple of soldiors instead. Further investigation and arrests disclosed thet 
also on the list for destruction nas the house und vehicles of the nevr Ge:rmo.n relief team~' 
Dr. Connelly's house and the other nurses hous e. ltlhether, in fact, they have picked up 
the entire ring and aborted aU the sabotege is not l::nmmo 

Crisis t/1 0002 occuTred_ >Jhen Rogers Vietnruaese language teacher, a young 17 year old girl, 
wP.s arrested by the local soct.:rity police on suspicion of b8ing involved in NFL act5.viticsQ 
Rcgert I.Jart,"E: and Lou m:.de several trips to the interrogation center to assure the;:nsclves 
of her decent treatment (guilty or not guHty) but it is hard to exert any kind of influ­
ence in this directiono It is llhen you are caught in the :middle of just such sitv.atic:a.s 
that it comes ho::;:e hard to you hmr difficult it is to tread "that neutralist path" r:ith 
go~1 friends on both sideso 

.lli'J:ll.U£::s:aJ::iJ.:l~~<::;;I: Flotsc.m o:n a raging sea of \'Tar is \'lhat they are and one gets the jzrpress~, 
ion they vrere "born to die" o Larry Colbert (American advisor to LeDs.m) had dinner 1rith ue 
one ntght last vreek and wa3 telling us tb_a:t th,r retun1ing of the refugees to their hc"ne 
al'&:>.s had begun. (These are the refugc:oz in 'Iien ATl. camp that Lou has irt'i tten so eloquent·~ 
ly about) I fol'got hNl I!la.ny he said they had taken back /!.;!:/} that first day but I thin~;: 
it was in excess of 1 OJO., They took them by tn1ck ljJi:e cattle dc:-m to Phu T:'lo junk I:;;.sin 
and from there 'l'le11t by boa.t Kith ar:.nE'd naval escoc':'t arotmd to Batagan Hhere the first 
beach head was est a bHshG.d., \·Ji th them went so many sheets of galvanized tin roofi115 for 
nmr buildh1gs to be built •••• A fair trade for total loss of hones, animals and crops!! 
krry \<Jas saying that it v~as out is heavily booby 
trapped and apparently 'JJJ.' . .' the US n:c:'l.rines c:md 
popular forces, that a1·e helping to return the refugees ,pave lost a r:n;unber of men. \'Ie 
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asked bim, nu this is true, whe.t about the safety of the refugees you are retm"D.ing ••. 'l'hey 
don 1 t krlO\"l ,,rhere the booby traps or min~s are either. 11 Ee acted ra thsr as if he hadnft 
thought of that and adJni ttcd that there night be a lot of fZ:tvHien ca~;ual ties in the next 
fe\·1 Hcdcs in that area. '\'Je also vere tmld .. nd enough to a~Jk him; if the Eatang-dn P~ninsula 
had been Siicpt clear of VC, l!ho uas laying all tho mines and setting up the bool1y trap3. Ea 
just lau[;ll'2Ct at tlu'lto He kc.ou:J \rh,st B farce the 'I'Ihole op2rat:ton uas although I tbi11 .. k h8 is 
far fro:1 'Hhere he 'I'Iould adr1it that it uas n stup:\.cl and ill~conccli,red plan that turr:::d cut to 
bi; a Ir:.:;;18S h'tlgedy for m;,ny. Hc,:::o of tt·ssc refugees ~d.l.l go back each clay until thoy nro nll 
back in ••• Their hor;\es gone (lDr:.cy snid tlnt a £,Tent mD.JJ,Y of' thGm he.d be~m living tmde:rgrou.nd 
at the t1mc they "wre tc.kc:n out and hr~d no above r;rov.r.d structm'es.) they will be grotrpd in 
about 12 nm~ villages fairly ncB-r the:Lr fm:mor land so that they can go back to faru thoir ovm 
fields. Units of Viet:n.r-:.:1ese l'O})Ular }'orces llill be left .-lith thc:n; presumably to help thm:1 
re-build the1r lives ar:d to p'rc/cect tho:1 fro:-a rc=infiltratir.:g VC. \91w.t they don't knol-r or 
choose to ignore is that the VC thoy are going to bo "protecting" the people from arc the 
brothers, fathers, husb&ncls, etc •...• sp the closing of Oporati~G Polcl EnrL"1er is at hand. but 
this is far from the closing chapter of the Batangan Peninsula Mor-.f. ''l'here >'Jill be ID211Y 
more deatl~s oi.1t there yet~ · 

The most recant blm; to the 'l'hien An refugccsd c&::le on last Su:ndayo The camp was shelled 
by the NFI, and sono 20 refngee3 vcre kilJ.ecl nlus a fe-,; of the soldi.ers guarding the;nc So the . ' ins ani tics ccrnpmmd m.orf, im::ani ties and tho Fl\1' gees on and the dcar;ths mount over higher • 

..9£:c'lliC:~U...:i9.§..L1.§i....L9..:io'l: Dr. Cung hc;s told PS some of the appsllinz figures of the pm::t fe~r \Weks. 
Qu9.ng Ncai hss had marzy many rJore dead and wom:dcd during this Tct offensive th&n it did in 
68. There have been over 150 Vietnames<:: solc~iers killed to date in the first 16 days of this 
ne;·r offensive ancl over 30J 'I'IOund.c;d. Tho first d£:,y of uttacl:s brought §~. civilian \W<.mdBJ. into 
the provincial ho3pi tal ani the~ second dny there ue1'e over 50. Of those, we don't k:nm·; ho-;-; 
many died subsequ.ently. They have continued to cc:::e in every day since then but in var-yinG 
and stcfldily decreasing ntrnbcrs. Dr. Cung re~"lC:1bercd that in 68 there Here only 60 soldiers 
killed here. I knoH the papers are trying to play clo;~n the il:Ul).:::-ct and inportance of these 
new attacks but if Qus.ng Neai ic any exmaple, they are really distorting the p:Ldu:rc for those 
of y0'...1 back home. In 68 the Saigon goverrcr'"ent s~:dd that they 1rore totaHy unprepared ~') for 
the offensive ••. I2:.'lDY of the troops being off on Tet le:wc;s ••• but this year they ,.;ere prepared 
to the teeth and. knEm positively thrtt 11 somethil!e;11 HEW coJling ••. A.n.d they took oven oore cas­
ualties; at least in Quang Ngai. 

fl..ll.g._~C:.!:tgi£? .... J:9)J£:,~is;ig i ... l'L'l"t2,.\~l;;.g_~_]jLt:;:::.Q~vlrtq;_ lL"2.:h: Thoro h:c.s been a continual p:rocesslon 
of such events this ueek.:> and as I sit here trying to rme'llber thau I find that so:ne of the 
earlier happenings have been blotted out by succeding ones. Ilut the most devustatiDZ uas "f]:i'J. 
serious injuries to Xuan L'lno 

Oh Lord, I don't even re;aember the day no;-1 ••. Thinlr~ it i'JO.S lc'ost Thm·;;;day morning •• ,\'ie had 
all e;::ne to ~wrk ••• Narge vo.s ms1-:ing rou.nds in the hm.>p:i.tal. .Ry e.nd I Here trying to vio:d: our 
lm.y thru the mob of patientc, •;hen Lou ca.me ru:r.<l1i.ne in ;d:th blood on hie hands and shi:ct. 
Said he he.cl Xucm L!:m outside in the vollc::11.T.c;c;ml b&dly hu:rt ••• A~d indeed, he did, altl:ough the 
injury 1-:as not as serious as he thought. She ho.d just come frorll the ho:ne of a friend nsar 
the old AFSC houoe fh and 'tms stru.ck by a yongster on a Ronda. Ong T1w.t happened to be pass~ 
ing and s::-;w it and cc.mo racing up to otL:c house for help. Lou ar;.d Carroll took off and :;ent 
do-;·m and picked her up. She ;:ns concio'..lS uhen she Has broucht in to the QRC but in a lot of 
pain and face and hE1c.cls u0re covered Hi th blood. lle carried her into the P .T. departDe1:t 
and sent Hr. Ry running for Earge. 'l'un1s out she h2.d a fair sized scalp lacerat:.i.on, b:~:u.i::>cct 
head and hip. }'or mrhile Earge thought the hip and s~mH~ could. have been fr<D.ctm'ei but the 
x-rays uere noga ti ve. Eo-;;; ever the skull film Kas a very poor one and it is possible thcit she 
could b~ve had a posterior linear freatu:re. The most serioun resuJ. t Fas a b.::-.d concnssio:l 
and sho is exhj:bHing all the ustml s;y:rnptomn ••• Reaclnchos, diz,zinsss, double vision, naussa •• 
Nerge sevred up her scalp and ••e clean-;;;d her up and brought hsr bsck to the honsa on a stretcher. 
Eric vms in Dal!ang at the tir,1e so ue put her in his roo:n. Poor f:UY has come back since m:d. 
is hor:1oless but in true 11 Ric~~~l:i.k•J fashion", he hasn't co::1plaincd. •• Ble:J;S h:lJn,. Rath,;;r tban 
put hor in that cruddy hcc;r,i b.l em the floor, He are l:eeiJing her he::.'G vith us and Hill COl1tin~ 
u·e to co.re fol1 hor hero until she can go ho:ae. Its been about a Peele no"ir but she sti1J l:s.sn' t 
been able to s bnd or sit tm ••• He.l'ge ;;on' t let her! But tho real -pro"blco::il :i.s the persistent 
dizziE<::ss and nausea. I iD;gine it ;-;ill be sm:letiBc yet before she cc:.n get out of kd. E:rrco 
an1 I have been taking turns tcl:ing c;;1re of her and its no pl'Oble;:;, at sll really. Its a rsa.l 
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-plc2.sure to see so nuch of her but \'le could uiE:h it rmrc v.nder h~ppier A 
frie:J.d is taldn[;' care of the kida and of covJ.'2e, Ilinh Qtt:mg is old enough to be responsible 
for them during the day. She is going to be okay but it 'iiill ba so:ile time before she, can go 
b:::ck to \'Wrk. vle \I ere rca1l.y lucky (again!) to gr~t Xu'.:ln Lnn back out of ibis one tdth no more 
L1jury thm1 she hzw! L"l tho meJ.nt:trCJe Co Tra is C31'rying on ably at tho CDCC. This might bo 
a really g0od opporttmi ty for her to leD.rn the rop:as at the CDCC r.wre intimately altho this is 
a tram11atic <my to get E'XJlGl'ience. Gl'L'1 

.§.:t\~f.:f_flj;j~,rti;i&1J. So:netine last Sfln, (the store::-:c:n in Joe 1 s shop) didn't sho;-r up for 
HO:ck and even his bl'Othcr didn 1 t k.tlOlf ho 11as. ':I'his is th£;: sa':lD gny 1r1"10 ,;as 
!'.itl:. h:i.s brother during some of the hemrj_e3t f::i.chting. Alittle lat1.:n· in tho morninE; tho 
th•8 message ca1ne throuc;h that S0'l1 had been drafted by ARV2J troops. Groan ••• Carroll anrl Lou 
drove dom:1 to the nilibry cc:::pound and spru:ng h:Lm with not c-:..tch trouble but it lms just one 
rrore thing to vrorry about. Tlw ~1tory turned ont to bo that: sdn hncl been taxi-ing people aro1.md 
on hi~ motorcycle (for money and illogal) unfortuDB.tdy pickod. up a soldier uho decided 
he uould turn Son in for hto trouble., Son had hi:;·; Quaker ID p:lpors Hith him but the m:tli t:;~ry 
officials lWultln' t bzlicve hb1 u·~rtil Carx•oll and Lou shmrod up about hin. So:,nou 
hls mil:t tary sbh'£ is oh:tl::y along uith Qt'yE:u~. 1·!e have hsd no e,ns::·::lr yet to the officit,l 
request for for our l)oy<:: other than a note fro>:1 Saigon saying tho request had been 
transferred to tho 11 appror,•rDi to c:>inistryn. Poor Joe and m:ver knO'Ii from one to the 
next how Ds.ny vorJcr:;rs th0y u.Hl have :ln the shop. Nou, hroke:n his little toe i•:hHe 
danhing to the bunker in tho r1icldle of the night!!: If for real, E\11 this 
pand.clnonht;~l v:ould m:;,ko a good comic opera ••• But I don 1 t 

Tran D:i.eu., the fellmr I bh·.-:;d to help LCC uith work in the depart::1ent fim~lly 
showod up a ftcr he u;;,.s to h"'ve sto.rted 1::ork ui th the sto:r·y that lw l'~d baen sick at 
howo. lihen I him t~hy ho hadn 1t sent ns a noto, ho l'eplied that ho vra.s at hc:.Je 27 r::ilos 
mmy. \"!11Gn I l'on:i.ndcd h:in that he hucl tolono 1'!2 li vcd in city, he cha:np;ed hiD 
utory to e. nmr tnct~ Said he felt h0 1ms too v'e.:>,~~ to l!O:r:·k ••• 'I'h:i.s :Ls the typical -v;ay for a 
Viet.r.ar:Jcse to turn dmm a job he doesn't -.;ant, so I t=m tolcl.o 'l'hoy never could ju:::;t cor;:e out 
and tell you that tho 1-za~m' t enough or they didn't like the t;,y'}Je of 1:-ork involved. 
SiGh ••.• So I nm still lool::ing for so;:neone to reli<:;Yo Hr. Ry so he c;o.n get on Klth more studyG 
in::; and pract:i.cing of exercise routines. 

Of all of us I guess Joo ancl Roger tool:: the brunt of this ueeks cr:i.t:cs •• Gr:Ln. Hr. H~i 
still hcsn' t been rcplncd, Son \i£is either missil;g or 1od~ca. up most of the and Tru110, 
the interpreter, l·Tas uaLly 0~1. vaca.tion.. h:•n given \1.p Er~ B:tch fo:c r.1ost part, tc1= 
porar:ny. so ho cen. hell) out in tho prosthotic an r<::C·8pticnri::rt:··,sccial worker. T.hon 
Bich,h:U:t:;clf, thl~~:M th0 Q:lC crm; irrto utter by ;~.::::dp~'i a jcr; th 
Gerc!'!n tm..>CJ thc>.t paid. gore tl:nn 1:e offered. •• U:l, ChsZ!: .Af~cer I 
g-.wss 'IJas a terrific cattle 1Jith Bien decided tc::c:t<:,y riith 
tho Q;,v.:ll:crD ••• \·Jbcii! I corta:i.n1y 

It ha.3 becm bcnrt s-ts ff tcJ:a th·2J p:cob-
ard. overlc12d of tm:r}~ e.s at the CDCC, QRC and the hcuso) 

e. long \Tit:h the foroig:n st<::ff. r:•ay no~ O\lor here ·but ue have goTt.l a 
vnys do;m t.h£J l'Of\d to:::1rd \l.Y::i.t:l in cffC.ll'ts to solvo CCD'il011 probh:c:s.. 'l'hcse days ul:ea I ten 
tho Vietm:;Jesc s'l.:~.c1ff or p:::d;icnts tha-~ this 11 is the~.r cG:ntcr" axd not OUl'B; I siw::o:r·cly r'c::ln 
it. The patientr:~ are reflc..:::Jc:Lng this chr.nr:;c in c.dditude VJ.ore aml l1~);:e by accep1;i1:;_; 
sibility tm;ard~~ l:;:ocpiEg the place in O:i:dor nml not or dcs:troy:L:ng. 

VDcc-.tion'>: Lou nn1 An,'l Q:xy bave t:::kcn off together for an in-country vacation and. Hn:J 

~";f;d~l~rl to he.:;d for F<J.cao to2orro-.; but since Cla.rk K hc>Sl:l' t sho;m up here 1d th his p.ss-
port, it looks l:U:e poo:;.' Hog t goin;; .::myuhr:re yeto 

ThE·y aren't over uorl'::j.ng these) dnys but most nights 
si:':(7 in tlle city. 'l1he m:Ui tary 

hit rathclr frequently. 
rt' hn"' b"''n"' ""'.c•J.'·] ; .... ~,.,, :V..;;:?' J.t,.r_-, ....,.t.;:, u J.L,~- \.~ ..,. .. f.,--v,..u 

Uothlng too dangcrou.a in our area this r;c~k but 
to get a1w1d of! ! if tho a~cmi~;;z h::-,ve ever 

r:rnfflcxs 0!! '\Ie,~,p01lS t e • 

uc;~"nl }1~c·t,..,"l ,.,,,--_,_ .POY''"' ~rt t}·>o .. -" 1 11 
.U.-".J. v...... ' . 'J,.;y -;;;.&,, t-';1J~l. t} .&.. ·"" v c:~- .. F\.~.-.,;'-t • • 

E::: stnck<~1 to the cGilincs ••• The lrc•st five 
bocn sst v.p porcl1 of ~-qc tl1e r ... tlos 
it. Its either or in the r::,iddlo 

nn 
b9en 
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still 11 bearing fruittl._ .'11ho arl:JY sv.:rg~ ho~pital at Ghu Lai is 
then He are beginning to get th0 on~s fresh fl'O::l the first days 

em do-;;-n i.n mul 
of the nerl offem-d.veo 8lld 

in Roger some 80 J.egs in :process ri,sht: nou and I thiDl~ they that 40 
Hy 

Of tl10S8 C£~Et8 

during tlie first 12 deys of this current montho are 
better ••• Daily average j_s c:ceeping up close to 25 people a 
of having to turn a feH a'.rayo A1:ai ti.ng list io prol:S.bly 
onsleucnt abato<s ••• Not sure l:hat to att:ribute it to other 
feeling that 11 doors h~wc been and this increasinc; 
long as they are able to get in to 1.18., 

of Qac is no 
da.~r aru:l \·te r~each.ed the pcirrt 

next step tmless this sucldcn 
then the radio spot but I hav0 
flm: of patients uill cor:.t:i..r,u.zJ cs 

J:'.H!Lf..S':J:cl: At least for this tiwe. Be /WtTu:ced that th8 f:tghting has in int:snsity here 
although not stop}JGd ••• Don 1 t -vrorry, nhe? Baing busy :i.s the best nedicino ><Je've got and thcres 
..t. .• /::{/·!,.. plnn+y of tl i-.-..:;-.. ··r·t·<· v v Ja "• 

11y love to each and every one of you ••• 


