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Rob.;:;-rt ~:ctz, Dick c1 Cvnthia Joimson, John & Laura.:r:a Pixton, Olive Rayne, 
V">rG"r·"'t no1~<"·1't'" [<!arth.? ' o~rve 1\ i·iar; Stickney, Sallie Squires' T ~ -i.... -:."-• """ ::\. .... _........ ---' ~ ,.,.. ..... '1 , ;< 

o:Cm·is and Teny C!yrccs, Kecs'1~ l~c;ttie llink, Paul & Ginny Date: l\farch 27, 1969 
La:;pala, & Jl,.ll Richartis •1 From:• : ~-
n I' ' · l • .('1 fJ. (\ \1 ~\ 1<..0geT ·reoncr-son ~;q:)', ~\\· \ 

Subject: C.:.7 \\ }j/' ,. 
Dot lleT' s lettJ~f'~ 36, \ 

cc: 

18, 1969 

Lady Borton 
Charles Read 
Russ Tuttle 
Tom Elkintoa 
Corinne Johnson 
flnt r::c ller 
Carroll C:rl 1.1i n w~ 

The most recent ne;·:sletter fTom Dot \\:eller dated :'!arch 18, 1969 arrived on ~·larch 24th 
and I wn fonmrding it on to you. The ne.·:·s Co L<m' s improvin~: situation 
greatly encom.·aging to Her daughter, Co Thu Le C<ll'le into 160 North Fifteenth 
Street this afternooa escorted by Brinton. She certainly a most charming 
young lady and was as curious about our \:estern attire as I·!O t-:ere about her Vietm:n:ese 
manner of dress. One concession to the West: she \·lore bows on her braids! 

Jon Ya~er ~ a meFber the Algeria team also is in ladelphia for Biafnm orientation, 
as he is going to transfer to the Quakor-\!ennoni te Service project in Abiriba, Biafra 
later in ~iay. 
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SV-P #36 
· .Dear Philly Folk: 

..A ..-1· 

·rtJf.l ''!~~ ... :''4 ~ ~.:? ' 
~/ 

( "' ,,:,:~ 1) IL 

18 }larch 1969 
11 :30 pm 

Been sitting here staring blankly at trd.s typewriter for at least 1 :hn:i,nutes now. liot like 
me, really. There~ be som~thing to say, Grin.... Sure I sat dmm here for some purposeo 

~)- -- \>' .- .. 

}iore than an;y"thing else, I l'Ja_'llt to get a letter off to you to reassu:r.e_y..ou .rather ·-chan trans-
fer any outstanding ifl..formationo •••• 

. .. 
R.QQ.r_.:[nd :i~ d~: rrot only Jud. has secu.::.lbed to the perils of life but so has Olll' nutty pet, 
Charlotte. She breathed her last on a c~2ir in the office and left 3 pitiful lil orphans 
and }, 645 fleas; all of 1ihich are nm1 residing in Carroll's hairy chestl (Or so he says) 
Dontt kno'I'J l'rhat happened to her. Could have been distemper, poison or any nUlllber of other 
fatal thing'So For one horrible moment I thought maybe ~had been responsible for doing 
her in as v1e had dus~~ed her and her 3 flea ridden kittens 'l'iith sorr:e kind of pm·Kler a bit 
before but she apparently 1-.e.d been sick before thE.t. Survived all that 1mr just to die of 
some disease. Tsk ••• Vell, shes better off at that .. Since Jill left, life just hasn't been 
the same for Charlotte. Rick, }large and I spent a good part of tvw days trying to get the 
fleas off the kittens so \fe could give them m·ray. Now that they are clean and flealess .••• 
They still dontt look like much •• Grit} •• But two are gone (one with Ba liuoi and one to VNCS.) 
and the last one is \1ai ting to go home with X.lan I...ano Once it gets its "tail out the gc:, te11

, 

there v:ill be NO HOii.E pets around here if I have anything to say about it~: (Grump) 

Medical Dl1lletin on Xu~n Ll~: The news is good •• She is much, much better •• Going to and from 
the bathroom on her o·,m and coming over to the main house to take her meals with uso Shes 
a little uealc generally and some diaziness remains but only vrhen she gets up from a reclin­
ing posi t6nn. Harge has told her she can retlll"'ll to her mm home tomorrow H she has no 
headaches or dizziness. (llith that sort of ultimatum in :mind, I'm sure Chi Lan \'IOn't thirJc 
of having any such symptoms tomorrovr., Grino •• ) She uani:s to try staying in her~ dur­
ing the day and going to Ohg J4its home at night. It '1-iill be m.;hile yet before !,'large i'lill 
let her go back to >'fOrk, hoo-rever, ••• 

Q/l, •. .!' .. '.; 
t . ' 

"'' -l,li,lJ.ta!',.Y_ si.tu~: Cm:rently very quiet in this immediate area. Quang Ngai is getting a 
much needed respite from the fighting. The last big move the NFL/INA made 'tras in the area 
of La Ha, about 4 miles from here. That was early last ~1eek sometime., Other than that there 
are the usual rattles and bangs of distant battles and of nervous soldiers shooting at do5~ 
and shadows. 

l@..nde.:I;:Et:I:_: Roger finally got avray on his vacation Satttrday after much delay and confusion. 
Seems his passport uas in Saigon 1-rith Clark and Roger i·ras in Qtl~ng ncai •••• Roger had planned 
to go out to Hong Kong thru Da Nang but couldn't do that \dthout the passport ••• All kinds of 
confusion led to his changing his mind about vacation plans despite the fact that his pass­
port arrived at the last possible memento He headed to~.rard Saigon, planning on going on to 
Singapore and then he intended to set out vTith pack on back tramping the hills and dales of 
}ialaysia. The family of a good friend of his lives there a.."ld he nill try to find them. 

Renovation of Prosthetic Shop: Things are changing so fast over there that each ti."'le I walk 
in, I think I am los~~s pom·ing a tremendous amount of hou:r·s and effort into tlo.at job 
and enjoying every minute of it., He has torn do'r.n the 'l'rall betHeen the old office area e.nd 
what ·Has the machin•;;area and opened up the largest portion of the room. The old viire store 
room has been changedinto the pmmr machine room and I think he is installing some kind of 
bloHer system to drmr out all the dust, etcu,.The wall at the oppositp end of the shop 
(where the old physical therapy fl\·rhirlpools" used to be) has been knocked do:"in and novr opens 
into an enlarged store room \Ihere Sdn holds cov.rt each dey and issues tools and supplies to 
the boys., Then there is the brand new store room rieht behind that 'i'l"i th access only fro:n the 
first store room. (Thats the one that came a sandbag a·Hay from being blo-c-m to smitherins a 
week or hro back 11rhen a shell landed on the roof~) lieu and additional vrork benches are being 
built, nevT parallel bars, neu vdring for the heavy machines .... etco •• Joe is getting so carried 
away ~lith knocking dmm "·alls, every time he co:nes near my dept., \dth a sledge in his hand, 
I age ten years! Heaven help the NFL (or Jl~\~i) if they so much as dislodge one stcne of Joe's 
shop after he finishes! Grin •••• Hes not a rr.a.n to be tirfled with, e' isn't. 

Tr;, _t;ry.2 a!},d t;;:;y: again: I have once again hired a fellow to help rr:e vlith the chores about the 



2 
PoTo dept .. and rlith aey luck at all, he will start with us tomorrolT morning. This is really 
quite a fell0\'1' and I have high hopes he is going to be a real 11member11 of the team. His 
storj is an interesting oneo•••••• 

His wife, Ch~ -BU<jc (Pr~ 'lnJ. ~u9c), is a pat1ent of mine and I think I have mentioned her 
before briefly in some of my letterso They are from Bwll. Sdn area, have t·wo young sons (11& 
6 approx~) and he had no vrork prior to his \'rife 1 s injury other than sea fishing for a fe\i 
spare dongs here and there .. She is about Zl, he in his early 30s soce-.,.hereo One morning 
while she was 'mlking to the local market Hi th a nu."llber of other 'twmen, a governrnent mine i·Tas 
triggered killing 13 ar:d v10unding 22. From the number of casual ties it SOlL'lds more like they 
stumbled into a series of mines or booby traps., Ch~ ·Th:b;lc i·Tas flo;m to Chu L?i l·l'i th both 
legs gone (one above the knee and one below) and ~· thumb gone from the right hando She rk~d 
a piece of metal penetrating the pericardiUfl, the right htunel~s and right femur had compou_~d 
fractures. And as if all that weren't enou~1, she had developed a large abcess in the left 
thigh by the time ue received her as a patient at Q.RC.. She uas pregnant \<7hen iJ-)jured but 
miraculously, the baby sur-dved and is due to be born somewhere in the next month and a half 
or soo · The ra.wining fingz::cs on the right hand uere frozen in a claw· position a:nd useless 
when we started \dth her but nOli they are shmdng fair progress. Joe r..as started to construct 
an artificaal thumb for her while I t17 to restore enou@~ n1otion in the fingers to oppose the 
thumb 1-:hen it is finished., T'nis should give :r.~r a relatively functional l'~d on the rj.ght. 
She ho.d severely limited r.:mge of metion in all the joints of the right extremity but by now, 
other than the fingers, the joints are near norrr:al and the strength is returning to the mus­
cles. Despite her progress vith u..s, she faces a long term of rehabilitation plus having a 
ver:~ difficult pregnancy to co!np1icate things., The hu.meru.s is healed and no longer a problem~ 
The femur has healed but at a 35 degree angle 1-rhich makes it impossible for Joe to construct 
a decent leg for it. The left leg is refusi:ng to heal on the distal end due to bad sca::::-dng 
primarily. She is going to have to return to Chu Lai so~netime after the baby is born for 
further surgery on both legs and possibly the midcll~ tvro fingers of her hand.. A rough guess 
would nake it six months at the least before she is ready to go homeo She is a pitiful study 
in both stocicism and d~pression. A good loolr.ing t,"irl, a loving mother and wife ••• oand she 
knov;s full \Jell that although she may llalk again and be able to truw care of her .immediate 
needs, she is never going to be the helpmate or ;-:ife she vms before to her husband. She 
knOi·is that she 1;rill need help in many rmys in caring for her children., In this Vietnamese 
society, she feels she is going to be a burden to her family •••• And, she is right. But she 
has one advantage that she fortunately doesn't overlook and that is an utterly practical and. 
devoted hu.skmd, Le Tri&n. The two soP.s are still living in Bihh Son ''~'ith Cht rude's r1other., 
Woe and Triem 1 s house burned dmm subsequent to her injuries so now· they have nothing to call 
their O\m but a swall boat. 'ifuen vre first tall::ed 'to Tri&n, he had planned on taking his ldfe 
back to Binh Scln to live on the boat •••• Its hard to imagine her living under such conditior:s! 

Tri~m has been at her side here ever since she 1>ras transferred aovm from Chi 4i and he 
has constantly l"mrked at helping out in the hospital in once place or another. .As he puts it, 
he uants to pay in some 1ray for the care she is getting, He feels very greatful for any 
attentions to her and feels obligated to contribute so:r.ething in returno One day not J.ong aeo, 
he sold a bag of btugar he had received from the uelfa:re office and the next thing I k1:ew he 
t>ras trying to give me the money for Xa Hoi Quaker., ••• Saying he >ranted us to use it to help 
others as 1ve had helped Chi rude~ Triem is one of the fm.; people I've see:m. at the hospital 
be decent to Vi~t Cong prisoners or to the montegnp.rds. He rEs a truly compassionate spirit 
that encompasses more than his im.r.1ediate sphere of activity or involvement.. Several tiL<es he 
has come over to the departnent on a Saturday afternoon and helped me in cleaning up. \il;_ile 
he is waiting around the department for C:b.i -Dtidc to finish her exercises, he sits quietly 
making nylon£ fish nets or encouraging the· rest of the patients r~~'~i..'einforces llhat I have 
been telling them to do. He id.ll see things to be done that he has seen me do before and ><Jill 
get up and do them •••• 

I originally ><Janted an e.mputee for the job and still do but I've given it a lot of thoug.'1t. 
I think eny job with Q.'lC involves more tl1£ill just finding an a.rr:.putece To hire a man or tro:oan 
solely because they l~ve lost an alTh or leg is doing them an injustice. If I could have 
found an amputee with the other attributes that S:riEtn seems to have, of cours<:., I vould have 
selected the amputeeo Seemingly, Tri6'm has many of the things v;e are looking for •.• Under~ 
standing th:ru first hand e:;;:perienqe vTith the handicapped, co;npassion, patience, ambition, 
and selflessness. I'm S\).!'8 he has SOL1e faults (grin) so::JeHhere and I nay come across them 



soon enough but right no\'i he looks like the 
auhile. iLTJ.d if any f!Jr:d ly ever deserved an 
move his fa.,-_nily dmm here from Bi:nh Son and 
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bsst thing vre've seen on the 
OPJ10rtuni ty., ••• its this one o 

• • Q ? •T ""'• 
rema~n m uang .i.'1g;a~. 

horizon for quite 
His plans are to 

~.:pj:iQaisj;J_ Still no ope to relieve Hro Bich and Eric who are dou1Jling and tripling in 
brass to cover this posi ton as well as Keith's duties. P..ave some possibilities, ho'"TGver. 
Both lovely ca~s,much to Joe's delight. I'm not so sure v;h3t tb.t lTOu.ld f:) dn~ to the rate 
of production in the prosthetic shop, hm,lever,o •• Again, vre 1 d like an for this job 
but we are finding that amputec5>dth the sldlls necessary for the job 
that old farniliar stor.:r of1 do you hire the wan or tr-y to fill the job descriptiono ••• 

.Q;QQQ: c6 Tra filling in ably for Xv~n hm in her absence altho I'm sure they feel the loss 
of Chi Ian's presence very muctr., Quite a number of kidlcts there no-:·r ••. Thin.'l.c the last nose 
count· vras 85. 

Pat e.nd Earl gar:tin: Old timer VNCSers leaving Vi~tnB.m on Honday nexto i'le \'rill hs.ve them 
ov~;;f!o"'{. a get ~ther on Friday to bid the;:, bon voyage, •• vle ar~ ~ going to miss those 
two people here in QuJng Ncai. They don't seem to lr.:novl if they are going to be replaced or 
not. · 

§H.c1£f}) Corinne or Hoger •.• Have the slides of 1;;he burned out HILPHAP vmrehouse been sent to 
my Hother yet? \'lould hate to see those get lost. 

~ ni_g_ht -~~li }Tuff said •• not really any nm;s, vra~ there? But vranted you to knoN i·re are 
still here and in good shapeo •• Our one casualty (Xuan Lan) mending rapidly and business going 

' on as usual •• Nhu! th1.idngo.,... Take care ••• See you in a week or so ••• 

Love, 


