MENMORANDUM  AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 1102
Robert Metz, Dick § Cynthia Johnson, John § Laurama Pixton, Olive Ravne, Margaret Roberts,

Martha Fort, David &Iyary Stickney, Sallie Squires, Kees § Katie Willink
To: Chris § Terry Chacosi Paul § Ginny Lappzla, Jack § Jill Richard@ate: April 7, 1969
. AN Dot Weller
From: Roger Fredrickson o t"<Q\- - cc:  Lady Borton
£i¥i>\\' Charles Rcad
Subject: Dot tieller's newsletter 23 darch, 1969 Russ Tuttle

Tom Elkinton
: : Carroll Collings
Afttached is Dot VWeller's 23 March newsletter viich tells of a situation not much
improved but one which in every letter we look for hope.

Today was Lady Borton’s last day in Philadelphia. As her gift we collected funds
wihich werce contributed to the Nigerie/piafra Program in her name. She looks full
of entnusiasm and left not before reguling us with stories of an evening doing
the Irish Jig with Bishon ¥Whelan, Bishop of Cwerri (Biafra) and the Sisters of
the Holy Rosary Convent in Pennsylvania, We'll miss her greatly herc but think
she will do a great service for Quaker Service in the ficld, She arrives Vietnam
in about two weeks. '
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' . : T T s, < v 23 Yarch 1969
Dear Philly Folk: LR 5:30 pa

Its too bad a typewciter can't communicate in technicolor and three dimension as well as
sound, I could really preduce-a four star show for you here., Bub we'll have to meke do with
“black ‘and white" end whaliever verbal descriptions I can produce at the wmoment, And the "moment”
isn'{ e particularly relaxifiz one. -~ ~—

I'e sitting very "lecosely" here in my room trying to pretznid it has been just another peacc-
ful, relaxing Sundsy and that ve have just ccome back from & day prowling e clean,quict beach
and are planning on having a barbegue in the back yard and maybe to go to a movie eftervard....
And efter the movie (MO VAR FILES}; we might even go to one of those bij ice cream places with
all the flavors and indulge our sweet tooths,......But my fantasy is not "meking it".ees..

Reality is clobbering us over the head with the grim facts of the Quang Ngal scene and refuses
me refuge in day dreams. Cur breathing spell is over; the multiheaded "front lines" are about a
mile from here and movipg in. That is if you recognize in this case “front lines" %0 mean where
the heaviest fighting is teking place. The rest of the Yenemy" gquite likely are as close as the
young boy moving dosm the strest now crying, "Kreme dayd" The incongruities of this war are
literelly ineredible and I wonder how we are ever going to make people visualize and believe sonme
of the things we see and heav, 4

Things began to heat up again on the 18th...That was a Tuesday I think,.,Time gels away from
rme, I had just finished a letter to you folks saying that Quang Ngai was getting e vell de-
served rest from alnost a month's seige, when the sounds of a fierce battle drifted in from the
Binh Son arca. I hesitated in sealing the envelope, thinking waybe I should let you know that
the fighting vasn't quite "all over" but decided againat its Tho't the fracus might turn out to
be minor and not worth getting you all upset about, That was just the beginning of a léng noisy
night and a night of tragedy for many. Apparenily the WFL/EVA were moving in again at that time
end readying themselves for another full scale attack and I think tonight, the time has comese..

‘Yo one got much sleep the night of the 18th., Everything within 20 niles or so was going off
- as fast as the firing pins couvld work, Altho the fighting was oul near the Tra ¥Xhue river, the
artillery pieces right here near the house vere splitt
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U ting our ear drums as they coalribuled
their power to the battle. There were/fundred? {7 people killed and wounded that night; perhaps
nore, Ve still don't have a final eccounting of the casualties, One of the big errors of web
vas nade; Pufflost its bearirgs, I guess. Thats the Tindest thing I can think of to say in ex-
cuse; It poured its lethel power into a group of ARVH soldiers and civilians, It wes early
morning before the casualties were beginning to reach the hospital., Yhen we got to work the next
nmorning, emergency was a mad house, The Vietnamcse doctors were tied up in emergency surgery

so Harge took lir, Bich ard Ry and waded into the ness. Sho later estirated no less than 40
casualties ceme in between 8 am and 11 am. The soldiers in the arrivals were given the brieflest
poszible care and then cerried across the road to the military hospital,

I decided the best thing for me to do was vwhat Joe was doing....Keeping our own depariments
going, I was eternally grateful thet MNarge had sald that she didn't neszd me in the cmergency
room. Hot at all sure I am ready to function azgain in such & hellish situation so scon affer
the last time, However, atl the rate that the baitle is progressing out behind the hospital
right now, ¥e may be over in emergency egain tonight, All through the day of the 19th, casual-
ties flowed into the hospital. Even with &ll thzt going on, we had 30 patients come in for their
physical therapy. Thank heavens I had just hired Anh Triem (has fturnsd oui %o be a real gemt e
He worked like a trojan! ‘

tarting ebout noon (Wed. the 19%h) a serfies of jets, equipped with rapid fire machine guns,
raked the area north wsst of the Quaker house for hours, This is about 3 miles west of vhere the
fighting was the night before eand perkaps that much closer to us. So it sezmed the main force
vas on the move then. That nizht Puff was over the same area circling eround and around for
hour after murderous hour. It arrived about 7 in the evening end at 2 an it was still up there.
Ls T vetched, I wondered what it must be like under the guns like that.... The plane wes not
only dropping flares but using an enormous scarch light as well, The inverted cone of liznt
spenning the gap from plane to earth was a wierd sight, indeed, After watching for a long tiue,
one could imagine that the plane was a toy being conirolled by the tether of light from the
ground, The plane and the flare parachutes were drawing return fire from the goound and while
the tracers secmed to hit a few of the flares vhen they got down lower, none of the bullets
came anywhere near the plzne. It was wisely keeping its distance and firing its 5000 rounds a
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vinute from a long ways upe.
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- The 20th (Thursday) I wrote in my journzl: MYWill it ever cesse?)! Sometimes I wonder if we'll
ever put two good nights of sleep together again. And if all this tension and lack of sleep is
wearing on us, it t akes no great mind to imagine vhat it is doing to the patients over at the
hospital, For the past few nights running, tie Viet Cong have been zll over the hospital
grounds and this end of town as well. They seem to be moving in end out freely in smell patrols
7fith no major challenge by the Xsllies", Tonight they moved in early! ’

Abvout 9 pm Carroll and large were out front listening to a soldier plaging a guitar and sing-
ing the banned peace songs of Trihh Cong Son. Tho soldier had come across the road from the RD
cadre compound with a couple of buddics to talk to Carroll and pretty soon they were sitting on
& sandpile out in front of the house and the boy was singing his heart out. That tock a lot of
cowrage. Just listening to those songs these days in Viet-Nam can lard one in jail,

Shortly thereafter morters started coming in and the soldiers grabbed their guns and heeded
back for the compound in a hurry; peace songs forgotten., More soldiers .poured out of the 1ittle
restaurent next door and headed pell mell back to their assigned posts. Carroll and Marge didn't
waste anytine getting back in that gate either. There wos a furious batile lasting for naybe an
hour, right across the road and back into the hospital grounds and beyond. Flares, bullets,
grenades; all going off so closely that you couldn't tell whose wes vhose,

Those poor-terrified patients! I don't know how thsy stand it, Iast night the fighting mov-
ed right into the hoopital compound and one of the paraplegic patients who has also lost an arm,
managed to pull herself off the bed and cravl under it, her fezr was so great, How they ever
find the strength to recover is beyond mes At the moment, all is silent in thet direcction but
there is a lot of fighting going on north of town., Rombs are dropping and the house feels like
it is 1ifting from its foundation each tims one lands." (end of journal quote)

And on 21 March, it was 1little bettdr....Journecl reninds me,.."Still lots of casualties coning
ine..Sti11 fighting,...last nigat the air field was nortered for the 2nd nizht in a row, EBoth
the US militery compound and the ceniral market place tock rockets this morning. Scveral civile
ians killed at the maritet, DPatlents report having a hellish nizht of terror. Anh Triea was so
tired after a night of hovering protectively over his wife (Cni Duoe, a multiple ampuiee) in
the Ortho ward, he could hardly keep movinge... If I hadn't been =0 tired nyself, I'd have told
him to teke the day off, As it was, he, Anh Ry and I Jjust nuddled thrcugh the day”. (ena J, quote).

And lsst night it continued.....Two shells landed close to the house here bringing us to our
grogey feet and out the door. But other than those two shells, the battling kept its distarce
from the Qualier house. There hash't besn a day tids week (since the fighting resumed on Tuesd&y)
that there hasn't been some bolibing going on...Either jets or B52s. It seems the sky is con~
stantly criss c¢rossed with plancs of one kind or encther,

And’ today,...They moved into the daytime fighting phase agein,...About 11 am machine guns
cut loovse right outside the house, Ve all ren in different directions from whatever ve wvere
doing to find out from whence and what we should be afreid...Found people out on Phan Boi Chau
strecking for cover, Soldiers enmerging from resiawrants end bebber shops on the run, soldiers
holding smokijg guns and gesturing for people to get out of the way. OCne ARVY soldier passing
our gate on the fly, paused lonz enough to tell the gaping Quakers...YBeszufoup VC U sau....
Feaning there were lots of VO right behind our house in the banana plantation, Gulp! Ve vhirled
sround enmasse to face the enemy and saw,....nothing,IT they were, indeed, back there, they
never came through the yard. Gave us a few anxious hours, However., Shortly thereafter, the

ighting broke out behind the hospital again,..About a mile from here, From the roof of Pixion
Fall we could see across the fields and watch the smole rising and the bormbs falling...ind
betveen the battle and here we could also seo scomingly unconcerned Vietnamsse cyeling down the
raths between the rice paddies and plewiug a field or two. Can't let this war interfere with
life, ya lmow! The eguaninity with which the Vieinamese people accept their trisls never ceazes
to amaze me. 1y respsct for them grows by lesps and bounds.

And nove..About 8pm...things a little quieter for a changs, Planes still overhead but the
troops pust be catching their breath e bit. As usual we have heard all kinds of dire rucors
gbout what is going to happen tonight., We have been told that the ARVI and US are going to
puall ell their tanks back into the military compounds tonipght and try to hold then against the
expected 21l out attack! Thats just great! That leaves the people, the pawvns in this baitle, :
unprotected and on their owm. Not much change from the way things have been for a long t ine,
however]

Our relationships with our Vietnomese end military friends now are extremely delicaie..(and
I don't meezn that the Vietnsmese feel it is dengerous to associate or work with Amoricans..There
is no sign ofthat even now. Ve have repeetedly asked Xuan Lan her feelings on this maitter and
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she insists there is no danger involved in being here or working with us.) For example; Don
Pierce {the army capt. from NILPHAP vho has become such & good friend) was here this morning when
the shooting started,..He had changed clothes and had not brought a weapon in deferenced to our
wishes, VWhen the shooting started at 11, he remembered he had an enlisted man working over at

the hospital so he took off on the AISC lambretta. He was dressed in civvies and didn't want

to mark himslef as being a soldier by using the jeep he had come in, Ve were really worried about
that darned jeep inour yard. Don didn't come back for quite avhile so we worried sbout him in-
gtead...Joc went after hinm on foot...Azer, GI NP ceme to gate in another jeep 2nd gave us a meps—
age from Don.,.He was at the USAID nurses house, Stopped worrying about Don and started WOrry=
ing aboul his jeep again....EBric finally {ekes car and goes to nurses house.,.Communicates vorry
to Don..Don comes back with him, feeling very much the jeperdy he was putiing us in by his
pilitary presence...We feel terrible about having to let Don know that during the good times, he

is Just like enother member of our team ernd we love having him around but.....'When the going gets
tough, he is a threat to our szfety so we ask him§ to leave... Ho accepts this completely and that
pmakes it-that much harder... He can only go so far "down the road" with the Quakers and then he
nust turn back...Bractly the szme relationship we have with our Vietnamese friends..Ye can
“suffer" their lives with them only so far and then our circumstances just aren't the seme, no
matier how much we would want them to be...So thé Quakers must turn buck and watch their friends
go on elone, These sort of things are harder to take than the battles...

Quaker Ranks thin: Out of our team of nine, we are only 5 here at the time, Not excctly a good
condition if we aere to be cut off for a time, Kedth, of course, is otill withypuu all; Roger

is off in Malaysia, Lou & Quy wandering around in the central highlands somewhere and Carroll
in Saigon. Clark came up from Saigon yesterday for a few days rest (ha!) from his sdministrative
duties dowm there, He is supposcd to be back on Tuesday but I wouldn't take any bets on his
getting out of here., Lou and Quy were supposed to arrive back in Quang Fzai yesterday but
haven't shown up as yet. Can't help but vorry a bit about them but it could be that they can't
get a flight back in here or they may be pinned down souevhere thexselves. ¥We know almost
nothing of conditions in other parts of Vietnam, at the moment., With the Quaker pereéegrinating
habits tho, this.is a constant problem, Velre alvays worrying about one or the other....

Psv-opns varfare: Been a lot of this psychological warefare going on from both sides this week...
ARVN broadeasting from loudspeakers mownted on trucks and low flying airplenes; telling the
people to resist the propaganda of the NFL, to tuvrn them in and they will be revarded, to kill
the V€, to stay in after curfew hours, ad nauscum,...There is no escaping the "big brother"
broadcasts,...But the NFL are holding their own and therein lies an interesting story....

For several nights in a row the ﬂFL/NVA troops heve been swarming 2ll over the area just
south of heréd, Jlo one contests their control of that area after dark, They have been parading
up and dowm the roads amongst the homes with bull horns telling the people not to cooperate
with the Saigon govermment {(they call it the "puppet gov't) nor the American government. They
threaten them witd all sorts of dire retaliation if they don't join the ranks of the IFL. They
exhort the young men to come forward and join the fight for liberation and if they don't; they
go into their homes and get them. Naturally, rmany of the young men and boys leave their hemes
at pight end sleep in an area where they consider-it szfer, This is Jjust about a mile from the
Quaker house but it goes on in other parts of Quang Ngzai, too., It just points out how freely
the VC can move around here at night with no fear of contest., The people are neither liberated
nor pacified, but terrified,....

Those safer slecving vlages: are not always safer. One of the saddest of many sad stories of
recent days is trat of o young man who chose¢ to go dovn to the central market place to slecp

in order to avoid NFL conscription. X imagine that he figured that the VO don't gensrelly
penetrate that far during their probing e ttacks,.He was right; they didn't come in that fer but
they did drep a couple of rockets into the arsa early in the evening and killed tywo...Cne of
then was the young men., Vere the story to end there, it would be tragic enough, but it doesn't,
The boy!'s 19 year old finance killed herseclf last night by drinking poison....Their choices are
feesnnnes ) . .
Xuan Ion: Coming along well now although she still has her bad deys. Farge is going to let
her zo to the CDCC with her Tuesday afternoon...If she holds up well, she can go home on Ved=
nesday, Harge way have her working only part time for awhile. It depends on how well Chi Lan
gets alonz. She is really quite & person....Barlier this evering, Rick, Farge snd I were in
her recm, clovning around with an adorable puppet Rick had made for the CUCC kids...Ve were
there nmore to try to distract her from what wes going on cutiide then we were to visit as she
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can do without a lot of visitors.,..But baing shut up in a room alone when a battle is going on
outside is no one's idea of fun....We take great pains 1o sssure her that we will not go to ithe
bunker without her should anything come close,

- 11:15

Juech activity going on outside right now. HNHone of it seems to indicate a guiet night shead,
It is pitch dark out tbere, as all lights in Quang Ngal seem to have been turned off. Curs ere
wvorking' for & changel They'll probably come and eask us to turn then off in a minute. Overhezd,
and I weoan jrmedintely overhead, a trio of helicoplters are circling our area. Two are keeping
{their rtanxnu liznts on and the third is trailing them in the derk. Ve are guessing maybs the: tuo
with lights are acting as decoys and trying to zot the “enemy" to fire on then so the one run-
ning darik’ can spot their location and fire back,..Fine!l But I wish they'd go elscwherc and play
their games! They obvicusly feel the FFL is right in here with us., Oul in the rced is & long
convoy of maybe 20-25 big trucks...le can't see to the end o’ the line in either direction.

They crept in not long sago and have been doing much shuffling around and now are all parked on
the opposite side of the road with all lightsout. Dachd truck is filled with soldiers armed to
the tecth...Helmets, flak jaciiets, grenades, canteens, rifles...You name it, they got it...

Like soldierc everywhere, they can't etand just sitting én the trucks end waiting Zfor vhat?) -
and by twos and threes they are hopping out and going into the llttle cafes lining TPhen Eoi Chau
herc., From our upstairs porch we have a clesr view into one of then and ve see meybe six of
the ARVH soldiers and a big American GI in there pouring over maps encased! p astic end eating
or just drinking coffee. They seen to be building up for something big. Not sure if they are
getting ready to move out to a specilal area or whether they plan on staying right here for the
nighat and de fend;nb ths area. Lord, I hope its not the latter. Their protection we can do
rithoutl! At the moment they azre all clumped together and make a beautiful target for a norter,
Tuff can be heard in the distance working over lighia Horn district. If each of those trucks is
filled with soldiers, they must have at least 400 froops out there. Gulp....Think they are
getting serious about the IIL broadeast of last night...The IFL proraganda cadre were arhouncing
throughout Quang Npsi that they vere going to take over Queng Ngal within the next day or two.
They've said that beforel! As I said to Hargy this mornin”..,ui am geiting awlfully tired of
this war film...Vish someone would chenge the chamnel {o a nice rusical comedy or somcthing.”

And ‘now, they seem to be moving out....Heading dovmn toward the US military ccmpound..I am
going to head for bed and try to get some sleepe...

. — 24 Harch 19569
- 1030 pm
And for another night,.another day...the fighting continuus...last night quieted dowm after
the troops left but at 2 am ve were driven into the bunizer by incoming morters and stray bullets
vhizzing about the houze., Took a few bullets in the outside walls, o demage done, No moriers
landed close cnough to even spray usz with dirt so 211 is well. The smwall arms fire was close,.
Yargy sucars there was someone firing a fun from our yard. Grin...I'n rnot so sure ebeut all that
but it vaz close enough to zult we, Barly morning things started to caln down...
But all of today...until sbout 8 pm...there was heavy ngﬂt”n” about + mile behind the hospi-
tal., The noise wes indescribably loud. The jets were scarping the roof tops to drop their
bombs on the pin point targets. The patients undersiandebly nervous ond very tired from night
after night of the scme thing, The explosions 1ifted the roof of QRC and slammed it down again
tlme after time. (Its s%till on solid however..Grin) The dust and dirt poured in on top of the
phu¢pnt5 and Arh Triem did yeomzn service trying to Xesp the place clean, Fugld S "”“f on a%
umial at 034 and DCC, The morier tubes dirvectly in Lwcx of 0ld ortho ward wexre
cally...A spent 116 bullet cane bOD ling in the oven girll work in the PP departue
to the floor at the feet of 2 patient., Kow (10'30) quiet again...Bxpsct it wlll st
at 1 or 2 an. Couple of deys zgo the ney ortho ward took a shell right into its la
and the back side wag riddled with machine gun fire..Broke all the windows thet wer
and a number of the paticents and their relatives wers cut by flyinzg glass.. Tonight just before
I left workt I went over to the old ortho ward to sce & patient. Vaen I looked out their windeus
towerds the Tields in the back I could sec dirt being kicked up by bullels and the smolke fron
o=bs being dropped. A phosphorus (I Ihirk tnats vhat it was) shell was burning fiercely just
50 feet bchind the ward...Not sure if that was fired in by the VO or vhether some ARVH soldier
rad goo*cﬂ up end set fire to one of their Oﬁn..I didn't hesr any explosion just beforz then
that might have been that close, It was all I could do tonight to turn eway and leave the patients
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behind in thet ward., MHothers holding children close, husbands hovering over wifes, pztients
lying on litters on the floor looking up at me with a vague look of reproach &s I walked out the
door and headed for my comfortable safe home. "“We can only go so far down the road with our
Vietnanese friendSeesceses” '

Quakor teem well: ot going to tell you not to worry...Go right ahead...We are Boing a bit of it
urselves.,Grin....But pleasc hear this... We are contining to function in both the CDCC and the
QRC at full capacity and then Some. ... The fighting, while disruptive, has in no way hampered our

ability to run our programs in Quang ligai, If, tomorrow morning, we should be working for the
NFL instead of the Saigon regieme so be it...VWe will still be working. ULone of us are giving
‘any thought to leaving for there is no reason to do so. Ve have some concern that my full re-
porting way panic scomeone iam the wrong place and trigger-a wave of concern and a call for pulling
the tecam out of here, VWhen that time comes (if it does’ and I doubt 1%...) ve will be in the
best position to know. IE there vwas a need for us to be here before,there is even more a need
now. The hospital is still filled to overflowing and more patients are being created dvery hour,
(n the other hand I want to continue to tell you the fruth about Quang Isails agonies in these
latest attacks as I deeply believe in the importance of getting the full story to the people
back home, There are times I think they have even forgotten there is a war going on in Viet~lam,.
We are in good shape...lack of sleep and, of coursb, dispair over the uncessing plight of
the people here are the only things bothering vs et the moment,

Buddhist Crrhona ge hit: Apperently the NFL were aining at the radido station or the interrovaticn
center last night but hit the Buddhist orphansge instead., Killed two youngsters and wounded 15
several of these quite seriously.... So even in the orphanages....In the markets...in the hoa~
pital...in their homes....and churches and in the fields...Death secks them out..Theres just no
place to hidess... ‘ '

And sa Friends...Goodnight: Fext time I'11 try to think of something fumny to tell you..Got lots
of luu4 able moments here, too. Will write as often as I can anahw111 cable any important news,
Please tell 211 those folks back home vho are telling us how brave, noble, dedicated, long
suffering and true blue we are...to ease up...Grin,..Welre none of those things...As a matter
of faet, the only thing we are at the moment is slneeueeepy.........
Night alle...

Love,

Deit-




