
MEMORANDUM A MERICA~ FRIE JS'DS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 

Robert ~.:c£z, Dick & Cy11thia Johnson, John & Laurar:1a Pixton, Olive Rayne, r-Iargaret Roberts, 
M:1rtha Fort, Daviu & yary Stickney, Sallie Squires, Kecs fr Katie 1\'illink 

To: Chris & Terry Chacos( P~\ul & Ginny L<-!ppala, Jack & Jill !Ucharc0ate: J\Wil 7, 1969 
·. "· .D·'\ Dot \\'cllcr 

From: R.oger Fredrickson ... )~3-\ \.- cc: Latly Barten 
L--\".../ "\ 1 Charles !~cad 

Subject: Dot licllcr' s nc\·!slctter 23 [<arch, 1969 Russ Tuttle 
Tom Elkinton 
Carroll Collinr.s 

Attached is Dot \·:eller's 23 ~.:arch nc'.-!Sletter i·.'Jncn tells of n situation not much 
im:;rovcci but one ivhicll in every letter we loo1' for ho;,)c. 

'foday Nas Lady Eorton' s last dily in Philack::li)hia. As her gift we collected funds 
which \:ere co~1tributcd to the !dgeri~t/Biafra Program in her na;ne. She looks full 
o£ ent!msiasm and loft not before regaling us \·lith stories o£ an evcni1'1r; doing 
the Irish Jig with Bisho;) 1'.11clan, Bishop of Oi·:crri (Biafra) anu the Sisters of 
the Holy Rosary Convent in Pennsylvania. \'{e' 11 miss her greatly hcrc but think 
she will Jo a ~;reat service for Quaker Service ill the ficlci. She arrives Vietnam 
in about two Heeks. 



Dear Philly :FoL'I<:: 

Its too bad a typei·::ri ter .can't .co:::mnnica to in tecl<..nicolor and three dimension as vlell as 
q. :. . - -.1 ~- - ... ~ 

sou.."1d. I could really·'.pr.,;>eluc<;:··a·fot:i:f~star shm< for you here. But we'll have to make do 11ith 
11black ·and '1·7hi te" and l;h.::·._t'<:N?~; .V!EI:E:l.1 descriptions I can produce at the moment. And the "moment" 
isn't a particularly relc::.xinc one. " "· 

I'm sitting very 11 loosely11 here in r;;.y room tr:ring to prebild it he.s been just another pee.oo­
ful, relr.~=.::ing Stu'!.day and thqt '·Ie J:1~ve just come back from a day pro~·rling a clean,qu:tcd; beach 
and ara planning on hnvir.g a barbeoue in the back ya::.-d and maybe to go to a movie after;·rard ••.• 
Jmd after the novie (NO viAR FIUlS! J \ve cight evon go to one of those bi~ ice cream places with 
all the flavors and indulge our s;·reet tooths ....... But my fantasy is not 11 me.king it" •••••• 

Rcr~lity is clobbering tl.S over the head Hith the grim facts of the Qt).nng Nc:ai scene and refuses 
me refuge in day drearr.s., Ottr breathing spell is over; the TJ\).1 tiheadcd "front lines11 are about a 
mile froiJ here and moving in. That is if you l'ecognizo in this case "front lines" to mean \':hero 
the heaviest fighting is taking place. The rest of the 11 enemy" quite likely are as close as the 
yotmg boy moving do;m the street no:·r crying, 11 Kreme day! 11 The incong,'"l"'llities of this uar are 
literally incredible and I wonder hO'I·l ;-re are ever going to Il!i?.ke people vioualize and believe some 
of the thinto \TO see and hear .. 

Things began to heat up again on the 18th ••• That vras a Tuesday I think ••• Time gets D.";Tay fro:n 
me. I had just finished a letter to you folks saying that Qaaug Ngai \':as getting a -vrell de­
se::.-ved rest fron alr.10st a t1onth 1 s seigo, uhen the sounds of a fierce battle drifted in from the 
Binh Son area., I hesitated in sealing the envelope, thin!dng L1aybe I should let you knmr that 
the fighting imsn't quite "all over" but decided e.e;ainst it. Tho 1t the fracus r.1ight turn out to 
be ninor and not uorth getting you all upset about. That ,.;-as just the beginning of a lCmg noicy 
night and a night of tragedy for nany. Apparently the lTFL/lNA uere movins in again at that time 
and readying themselves for another full scale att.s.ck and I thin.l( tonight, the time has come •••• 

· lro one got n:mch sleep the night of the 18th. Everything l-Ti thin 20 nilez or so ·~ras going off 
as fa;;~t as the firing pins cou.ld ,.;ork. Altho tile fighting vro.s out near the Tra Khuc ri vor, the 
artillery pieces right here near the house were s:pli tting our car d:r.'1.1IDS as thoy con-tributec1 
theii;po·1rer to the battle. There were/fttmdr0dt {j people killed and llOtmcled that nir,ht; perhaps 
more. \'le still don 1 t have a final accmmtir.g of the casualties. One of the big errors of 1m:ll' 
was made; Pufflost its bea.rir..g-s, I guess. Thats the zindest thing I can think of to say in ex­
cuse~ It poUred. its letr...al pmrer into a group of ARVN soldiers and civilians. It 'Ka::: early 
morzting before the casual ties were beginning to reach the hospital. 1'lhcn ,.10 got to iJOrk the next 
morning, a:;,ergency \ras a mad house. The Vietnamese doctors <<ere tied up in e;nergency surt;ory 
so Harge took lil'o Bich ar.d Ry and uaded into the ness. Sho later estir:uted no less tl~an 40 
casual ties c~e in beti,reem 8 am and 11 am. The soldiers in the arrivals rrere given the briefest 
possible care and then carried across the road to the military hospital. 

I decided the best thing for ~;1e to do vms \:hat Joe \laS doing ••.• Kc:eping om• Oim departments 
going. I ,.;as eternally grateful that !-largo had said that she didn 1 t need me in the cmcrconcy 
room. Not at all sm·e I em ready to function <?.gein in such a hellish si tu.ation so soon after 
the last tbe. Ho;;ever, at the rate that the battle is progrezsing out behind the hospital 
right no·(r, te my be over in ewel'gency again tonighto All through the day of the 19th, casual­
ties flm..;ed into the hospital. Even \lith all thct going on, v;e had 30 patieats col.:le in for thcil· 
phys:tcal therapy. 'l'hBP..k heavens I had just hired A...•1h Triem (has turned out to be a real gem:) •• 
He l:orked like a trojan! 

Startinft about noon (Ued. the 19th) a st:,rfues of jots, equipped rTi th rapid fire machine vms, 
ra.ked the are<t north r:est of the Quaker house for hours. This is about 3 miles '\'rest of '"here tho 
figl1ting l:as the night before ar .. d perr.11.ps that nuch closer to us. So it seeoed the na:tn fOl'Ce 
v«.s on the I:?.ove then. That niGht Puff was over the sane area circling eroun:l and around for 
ho'J.l' after r:u..rCerous hour. It arrived about 7 in the evenirrg and at 2 a:n. it v:as still up there • 
. As I uatched., I i'ronderec1 \>!hat it JX.ust be like u."lder the g1.1.11S lilce that.... The plane r:as not 
only dropping flares but using an enormous search light as Hell. The invertE:d cone of l:i.ght 
spe.n."ling tho gnp from plane to earth \·:as a viierJ. sig:.~t, indeed. After liatching for a lone; tine, 
one co:.tld imazj.ne that the plane 1-ras a toy being controlled by the tether of lie:ht fro!'! the 
grou:1d. The plitrJ.C and the flare parachutes i·rere dra1dng return fire from the gvot~nd. end i'rhile 
the tracers seemed to hit a fe;.r of the flares lrhen they got dmm loi·rer, none of the bullets 
came any;;here ncar the pkne. It 1·1as wisely keeping its distance and firing its 50CO round::: a 
minute from a long r;ays up., 
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The 20th (ThUl'Sciay) I va•oto in rny journal: 11"\Jill it ever ceese?! Sometimes I rTOnder if we'll 

eve::; pi.:tt bw g·ood nights of sleep tor;ether again. A."ld if all this tension and lack of sleep is 
1fearing on us, it t akes no g-reat mind to imagine \rhat it is doing to the patients over at the 
hospito.l. For the past f~:m nights ru:nning, the Viet Cong have been all over the hospital 
gro1..mds and t:-:is end of to1m as \lell. They seem to be moving in and out freely in sr::all patrols 
rlith no najor challenge by tho 1~allies11 • Tonight they moved in early! 

About 9 pm Carroll and J.iarge t·iere out front listening to a soldier pln~rlng a guitar and sing­
ing the ban.'1od peace songs of Trih.h Cong Son. Tho soldier had co:ne across tlw road from the RD 
cadre compound 1-ri th a couple of buddies to talk to Carroll and pretty soon they •·u.~rc :::;i tting on 
a sandpile out in front of the houoe and the boy. v:as sinGing his heart out, That took a lot of 
com·nge. Just Hsten.ing to those sonE,"S these days in Viet-liarn can land one in jail. 

Shortly thereafter mortors ste.rted coning in and the soldiers crabbzd their a-u..-n..s and heeded 
bock for the co::~polmd in a hurry;. lJGnce conga foreotten. Ho:ce soldicrD .poured out of tho li tUe 
rostaure.nt next door and headed. pell mell back to their assicned posts. Carroll and !farge didn't 
'l'laste an~,rtime getting back in that eate either. 'l'here 'l:ms a fm·ious battle lasting for r.mybe an 
hour, right across the ro:::d and b::ick into the hospital grounds and beyond. Flares, bnllc;ts, 
grenades; all going off so closel:t that you couldn 1 t ·tell 'l:rhose l!as uhose. 

Those poor -terrified patients! I don't knoN how they stand it. Last night the fighting mov­
ed right into the hoopi tal co:npotmd and one of the paraplegic patients \l"ho has also lost an arm, 
manac;ed to pull herself off the bed and ernul under it, her feer uas so ereat. Hou they ever 
find the strength to recover is beyond me. At the moment, all is silent in that direction but 
there is a lot of fighting going on north of to1m. Bo::::1bs are droppine and tho house feels like 
it is lifting from its foundation each tina one land.s. 11 (end of journal quote) 

.And on 21 li.;lrch, it Has little bettc:r •••• Jottrnr:l re~1inds me ••• 11Still lots of casualties co::1ing 
in ••• Still fightir>..g ••• l.!lst nig:1t the air field \·:as mortercd for the 2nd night in a rmr. Both 
the US oili tc.ry ccr.:pourtd and the central market place took rockets this morning. Several civil­
ians killed at the LW.r1~et. PatienJcs report having a hellish night of terror. Anh Trie;n \·ms so 
tired after a nigllt of hovering protectively over his iiife (C'.ni Duoc, a uultiple anputee) in 
the Ortho l;ard, he could he:-crdly keep novine. •• • If I h::,dn't beeu so tired nyself, I'd have told 
him to tclce the day off. As it l':as, he, Ar-'1 Ry and I just t:uddled thrcugh the day". (end J. ouote). 

Jllld last night' it continued •.••• Tl;O shells landed close to the house here bringing ua to o~ 
groggy feet a:n.d out the door. But other than tho3e h;o shells, the battling kept its distance 
from the Qual::t.;r house. There has:b.' t been a day t1·ds 1mclc (sine<: the fighting resumed on 'l'llesday) 
that t~ere :hasn't been so::e bo:1bing going on ••• Either jets or B52s. It seeiUs the sky is con­
stantly criss crossed 1·rith planes of one kind or another. 

And:: today •••• They moved i.'rlto the daytiue fighting phase agdn •••• About 11 run machine eu:ns 
cut loose right outside the house. vle all ran in diffel'c:nt directions from 'l'ihatever ,-;o \-:ere 
doing to find Otlt fro:n whence and \;hat 11e should be afr.:.id ••• Found peopJ.e out on Phan Boi c:n.au 
streo.ki·,lg for cover. Soldiers c::1erging frow rcstam'ants and banbe:r shops on the :run, soldiers 
holding smoki{).g gur.s and gestur1ng for people to get out of the 1-my. One ARVN soldier pac.Jing 
our gate on the fly, pm1Scd long enough to tell the gaping Quakers ••. '!Benuooup VC 01 sau" •••• 
l~eaning there were lots of VC rig}1t behind our hot<se in the banana planb.tion. Gulp! Ue i-rhirled 
around enmasse to fe.ce the enemy· and sa'l:r ••••• nothing. If they >-:e:-ce, ind.eeJ., back thoro, they 
never cu:ne through the yard. Gave us a fe~·; an .. xious hours, Ho;1ever. Sho1·tly thereafter, the • 
fighting broke out behind the hospital again ••• About a mile frow here. From the roof of Pixton 
Ball ue could see across the fields and .. mtch the smoxe risinz and the borr.bs felling ••.. And 
betr;een the battle end here we could alno seo socningly unconcerndl Vietnamese cycling clmm the 
paths betireen tho rice p.c:ddies m;d plo:ritlg a field or t';.;o. Can't let this 'l'rar inte1•fore Hi th 
life, ya kno;l! The equani:tlity i'iith vihich the Viet:nB.IJ.ase l)eople accept their trials never cea3e8 
to a:zaze ne. Hy respect for them g.co-.is by leaps ancl bou.."lds • 

. A .. '1d nou •.. About 8.;::n ••• thinr;s a little cp.J.iete.l' for a chanse. Planes still overhe<:\d but the 
troops must be catching their breath a bit. As usual lie have heard all kinds of dire ruuors 
about v;hat is going to happen tonight. T;Jc r..ave been told that the 1~. ... 1.\"H and US are going to 
pull e.ll their tanks back into the mili tar-..r CO:llpounds tonic;l1t and t:rx to hold ther:1 E'..f:.<Jinst J~he 
ex:pected all out attack! T'.nats just g-.ceat! T'DD.t le3.vea the people, the rm;ns in this b3.ttle~ 
unprotected and on their own. not ouch change frcn the vmy things have been for a long t ::i.!:e, 
ho~·:ever! 

0-..u- relationships l·ri th our Vietnc.mese end military friends no1-1 are e:.d;rernely delicate •• (And 
r don't nea..."'l that the Viet:r.anese feel it is dei:gerous to S.S30ciate or Hork idth .AnoricE.r.s •• There 
is no sig;1 ofthat even noir. vie have repee.tedly asked Xuan Ian her feelings on this 1:atte:::- and 
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she .. :L1sis ts there is no danger invol vcd in being here or '\vorking 'id th us.) For example; Don 
Pierce (the ru.•my capt. frc:n EILP!L\P >'Tho has become such a good friend) lias here this norninr; lvhcn 
the shooting started ••• Tie had changed clothes and had not brought a \·;eapon in deference$!' to ou.r 
uishe;:;. \·1J1en the shooting started at 11 1 he re;nerabered he had an enlisted 1:1.an 1·rorl:J.ng over at 
the hospital so he took off on the .ABSC lambretta. He uas dressed in civvies and didn't Hant 
to n:ark hfuslef as being a soldier by using the jeep he had come in. l'le were really worr·ied about 
that darned jeep inour yard. Don didn't come b.:wk for quite m;hltle so vie 'l·rorried about him in­
otead ••. Joe irent after hb on foot •••. Arr:cr. GI EP c£!.J:lle to €,"ate in £mother jeep and cave us a mess­
age from Don ••• He lfas at the USAID nurses house. Stopped ¥rorr.ring about Don and started v;orry­
ing about his jeep again •••• Eric finally takes c·ar and goes to nurses house ••• Co!!lr.mnicate3 uorry 
to Don •• Don comes back '1i th him, feeling ver.f Iauch the jepordy he vras putting us in by h:i.s 
mili to.ry presence ••. i'lo feel terrible about having to let Don kno~' that during ~.:he good times, he 
is ju:;;t like nnother member of our tem1 nnd 1·:e love having hin around but ••.•• Hlwn the going gets 
tough, he is a threat to our sdety so ue ask him;; to leave... He accepts this corJpletely and that 
makes it· that much harder ••. He can only go so far "do•m the road" >·lith the Quakers and then he 
must turn back ... Exactly the same relationship viC have 11ith our Viotnanese friends •• \·~o can 
11 Suffer" their lives llith the,nl on1y so far and then our circv.nstances just arcn 1 t the same, no 
matter· ho~f much we 1wuld. mmt them to be ••• So the Que.kers must turn back and 1:ratch their friends 
go on alone. Those sort of things are lu~rder to take thnn the battles ••• 

~,_e~_};"lnks .. t.:h?£: O..:tt of our team of nine, rre are only 5 here at the ti:GH;. Hot exactly a cood 
condition if '\10 e..re to be cut off for a time. Keith, of course, is still Hithypuu all; Roger 
is off in l<!-.'1.laysia, Lou & Quy 1:anderinG arotmd in the central highlands sor1e~·rherc lmd Carroll 
in Saigon. Clark cm:1c up fro:n Saigon yesterday for a fcm days rest (h.:d) from his adlninistrative 
duties do·1m. there. P.e is supposed to be back on Tuesday but I llouldn 1 t t<'.kC any bets on his 
getUng out of here. Lou and Quy Here cuppos&d to arrive back in Quang lrgai yesterday but 
haven't shmm up as yet. Can't help but \10lT.f a bit about them but it could be that they can't 
get a flight back in here or they may be pinned dmm sOlile~·rhere the::cselves. ~re knoH aJF..ost 
nothing of conditions in other part::; of Vietnam, at the monent. \·lith the; Quaker peregrinating 
habits tho, this. io a co!lstant pro blen. \·le 1 ro al1·1ays lrorrying a bout one or the other •••. 

]?,sy-ops i:arfE~: Been a lot of this psycholo.:;ical ;.;arefare going on from both sides this t-:eek ••• 
Jl.[{VN broadcasting from loudcpca.1cers motmted on trucks and lou flying airplanes; telling the 
people to resist the propaganda of the NFL, to tu..rn the~1 in and they Hill be rcmarded, to kill 
the VC, to stay in after curfc"t-l hours, ad nausou:n •..• There is no escaping the 11 big brother" 
broadcasts ••• But the llFL are holding their mm and :t!1erein lies an interestinG story •••• 

For several nights in a rov the .NFL/NVA troops h~e been m:arr,ting all over the area just 
south of her~. l.IQ one contests their control of that area after dark. They have been parading 
up artd dmm the roads ar::~ongst the homes Hi th bull horns telling the people not to cooperate 
l'iith the Saigon government (they call it the "puppet gov't) nor the Americ2.n goverm1ent. They 
threaten theo ld:·:;J.J all sorts of dire retaliation if they don 1 t join the ranks of the IIFL. They 
exhort the young men to come fonrard and join the fight for liberation and if they don't; they 
go into their ho:.1es and get them. !·Taturally, l:'any of the you..'1g men and boys leave their hcmcs 
at Ilit;:'lt and sleep in an area ;·;here they coTI..siclcr ·it safer. This is just about a mile fror1 the 
Quaker house but it goes on in other parts of Quang Ngai, too. It just points out hmr freely 
the VC can move around here at night vrith no fear of contest. The people are neither liberated 
nor pacified, but terrifj.ed ••••• 

_'ti2g£,&..?.;:1f!:;~'1}.£2 .. Pi£s..~~l:::1£§.:?..;. are not ah.;ays safer. One of the saddc3t of many sad stoJ:ico of 
recent days is t:·.at of a you.ng t:an i·:ho c:boso to go dovm to the central n:arket place to sleep 
in order to avoid NFL conscriptiono I iEae;:i..."'1e that he fit:.;u:red that the VC don't gcm:rally 
penetra-te that far durin.:; their probing a ttack.s •• lie was rig:1.t; they didn't com& in thnt far but 
they did drop a couple of rockets i.'l'lto the area early in the evening and killed tuo ••• One of 
thc::::l lias the yocmg ra-3-n. \'/ere the story to end there, it iWUld be tragic enough, but it doesn't. 
The boy's i 9 year old finance killed herself last night by dr:i11king poison •••• '!'heir choices are 
fe1: • ....... 
t;:;~l:?:.lli.. Co:ning along ·,·;ell noH although she still has her bad clays. Karge is goi!lg to let 
her go to the CDCC ldth her Tuesday afternoon .•• If she holds up •wll, she ce,n go home on \Ied­
nesd.ay. 1!arge may have her l·rorking ·only part tine for awhile. It depends on ho;.! i·:ell Chi La.n 
gets along. She is really quite a person •••• Earlier this evening, Rick, Earge and I Here in 
her rcctl: clo·r:ning arou..'1d 1:ith an adorable p;.mpet Rick had ~ade for the CDCC kids ••• He 1rere 
there more to try to distract her from v:hat lias going on outt36e than 1-1e •rGre to visit as she 
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cnn do vrithout a J.ot of visitors ••• But baine shut up in a room alone \';hen a battle is goiT!g 0.:::1 

outside is no one's idea of fu.11, ••• ~ie talcc groat pains to assure her that w·e \·Till not go to the 
bunker 'tdthout her should anything co1:1e close. 

11:15 pr::l 
Nuch activity going on outside rif~1t nm~. none of it seems to 'indicnte a quiet night ahead, 

It is pitch dark out there, as all lie;hts in Quang lrgai seem to have been turned off. OJ.rs are 
,;orkil1[( for a changel They'll probably coso ar.d us to turn them off in a minute. 0\rerhead, 
and I ne::.n A~S!:'!l:i£'.tel.x. overhead, a trio of helicopters are circling our area. Tuo e.re keepin~ 
their rmming ligi1ts on and the third is tra:i.ling thew. in the dark. lle are g...tessir.g mayba the. t<;;o 
'\'lith lights are acting ~:.s decoys and. trying to ,got the 11 eneray" to fire on thaw so the one run-
ning dal'~c·.can spot their location fire back ••• Fine! :But I rdsh they'd go else1·rhere and play 
their ganes! They obviously feel the :NFL is rit.::ht in here vith us. O...tt in the read is a long 
convoy of oaybe 20-25 big trucks ••• \ie can't see to the end of the line in either direction. 
They cr01)t in not long ego and :have been do:i.n.g r::uch shuffling around and noi·i ro.·e all )?arl:erJ. on 
the op:posi te side of the road id th all li[;htsout. Eacbl) tr-uck is filled vii th soldiel'S armed to 
the tee·th., .Helmets, flak jac::ets, gre112.dcs, canteens, rifles ••• You !'.arne it, they t"Ot it ••• 
Like soldier:J everJroihere, they can't etand just sitting il:.n the trucks and -eaitir..;:; (tor -vrhat?) 
and by t·wos and threes they are hopping out and goS.ng into the 1i ttle cafes lining P'i1E.n Boi Chau 
here. :From our u:pst~drs porch ue have u clear vieH into one of ther:1 and v;e see naybe six of 
the ARVH soldiers and a big A'Uer:i.c:m GI in there pouring over maps encased~plastic and eating 
or just drinking coffee. They :::ee::'.l to be building up for something big. Not sure if they are 
getting reedy to move out to a special area or uhether they plan on staying right here for the 
night und d0fend:i.ng tho area. Lord, I hope its not thr;) latter. Th.:il' protectiQn 1·m can do 
llithout!! At the nol:lcll·t they are all cluupsd together ond make a beautiful tare;et for a mortel'. 
Puff can be heard in the dist<:mce lTOrking over lit:;hl.a R:::tnh district. If each of those trucks is 
filled '\'lith soldiers, they r:mst hace at least 400 troops out there. Gulp •••• Thin!c they are 
getting serious about the :NFL broadcast of last night •.• The HFL prorac;<mda cadre '\·:ere ar.i'iouncing 
tlu·oughotrt Qua..'1g Uga.i that they \'rere going to take over Qu.ang !Igai -;d thin the next day or t~>ro. 
They've se.id that before!! As I said to llarw this morning ••• ~I am getting md'ully tired of 
this \'{ar film ••• \>fish someone 1-:ould change the channel to a nice musical comedy Ol' sorr.cthin.:;." 

Anq nmv, they seem to be moving out •••• Heading dmm toi-:ard tho US militar-y cc.wpouncl •. I am 
going'to head for bed a11d try to got ~ome sleep •••• 

24 Harch 1969 
10:30 pm 

J ... 7l.d for another night •• anothcr dny ••• the fighting, continuns ••• L?.st night quietQ:...d do~·rn aftcr 
the troops left. but at 2 am r:e liere driven into the bur.J.:or by incm:~ing morters and stray bullets· 
,.;hizzing about the house. Took a fe1r bulJ.cts in the o1.r0side vralls. No da:uagc done. l!o mortcrs 
landed clo::>c enough to even spi.'&.Y U3 'lrith dirt so all is ~,rello The small arms fire '\ms close •• 
Eargy si:e.::.rs there 'Has someone firing a gun fro:n our yard. G:r.'in •.• I':m no·t so stu'e about all that 
but it un;:; close enougl1 to cui t uo. Early Dornine things started to cal.'1 do;m ••• 

But all of today ••• lmtil a bout 8 pm ••• there 1:::-.s heavy fighting abont -} nile behind the hospi­
tal. ?he noise was indescribably loud.. The jets \rcre scarping the roof tops to clrop tb;;ir 
boobs on the pin point tareets. The patients under.3tandably ne:cvous ond very tired frc.n ni&;ht 
aft or nicht of the snme thine~ The explosions lifted the roof of Q:RC f,nd sl8.!.".::1C'l it do·.il.1 ar;?.in 
tim.e ~.fter tirJ.e. (Ib still on solid ho-;.;eve:;:- •• Grin) 'i'he dust and dirt pm.J.recl in on top of the 
patiEmts and lLYL'l '.lriom did y.:;o:::.:;n service tryi11c; to ll::ccp the plo.ce clEJctn. ]}1£~1l~:.:''j!_,!0:''1lt __ S'l!:£3.. 
\101Jal at QH.C l.mr.1 CDCC. The mortcr tubes d5.rectly in b;:~ck of old ortho liard nero firing nel'ioJi­
cally-:-::T~·~p~8""r;t-l·~lG-bulJ.et carle topplinc; in ti1e open gfrll uork in the Pr de:pnrtncnt an~l d:rop:p<2:d 
to the floor at the feet of a patient. lim1 (10:30) quiet again •.• Expsct it idll start up a:;ain 
at 1 or 2 a:~. Cov,ple of days zt:;o the neu ortho uo..rd took a shell right into its latrine area 
and the ba::k side uas riddled with Irllchine gtm fire •• Broke all the idnc'lmrs that lwre still in 
and a m.EJber of the patient::; c:nd their relatives uere cut by flying glusn •• Tonigl1t just bsfore 
I left vrork I 1wnt over to the old ortho uard to soe a patient. i'i.ncn I look2d out their iJi:~.:lcmJ 
to~·mrds the fields in the back I could sec dirt being kicked up by bullets and the frc:1 
bo::.bs b8ir.J droppcc1. I:. phosphorus (I .Ylirli tb.ts lihat it 1~as) shell li::lS hilrning fiercel;r just 
50 feet khind the liar-J. ••• Not sure if that 1-ras fired in by the · VC or 'l?hether sone JJ.l.Vlr soldier 
b.ad goofed up and set fire to one of their Oim •• I didn't hear any explosion just bcfo:co then 
that rdeht have been that close. It 'l-ias all I could do tonis;ht to turn a-.ray and leave the patients 
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behind in that 't.'ard. Eothers holding children close, husba...'lcls hovering over wil'cs, patients 
lying on li ttcrs on the floor looking up at ne id th a vague look of reproach as I ·t-:alkcd out the 
door end heade-d for my co::1fortable. safe houe. n1\e can only go so far doun the road ui th O'.U' 

Vietn.ru::ese friends •••••••• n 

.Q;gf;}5..0r t9£..I.L>1,91l: :Not going to tell you not to worry ••• Go righ~ ahead ••• ,·Ie are ~going n bit of it 
o1.u·selves .• Grin ..•• But .nl.~¥~ ~ this ••• \·le are contining to function in both tho CDCC nnd the 
Qr1C at full capacity end then sone •••• The fighting, '·rhile disruptive, has in no 'my hampered our 
ability to run our prograns in Ql1.ang Hgai. If, tooorro~r morning, \W should be trorking for the 
NI!'L instead of the Saigon ref;ieme so be it ••• ',·ie rTill still be \·rorking. lione of us are giving 
£illY. thoug.'1t to leuving for there is !1.£. reaaon to do soo l:le have so:ne concern that my full re­
porting may panic soneone in the ,.n·ong place ru1d triegcr a l·rave of concern and a call fol' pulling 
the team out of here. \Then that time COr.lCS (if it doos' and I doubt it ••• ) l'lO \'r:i.ll be in the 
best :position to k:no~-T. If there lJaS a need for us to be here before, there is even more a need 
no-;·1. The hocpital is still filled to ovel'floidns and nore patients are being created every hour. 
C'r.J the other hand I ,.,..ant to continue to toll you the tru.th about Quang 1Tt;ai' s agonies in these 
latest cttacks as I deeply believe in the .iJr:portancc of gettinJ the full story to the people 
back hone. There are times I thiiL1c they have even forgotten there is a '·:ar going on in Viet-1\am. o 

We are in iJ;ood sr.ape •. ,W.ck of sleep and, of coUTse, dispair over the unceasing plight of 
the people here are the only thingo bothering U$ at the moment, 

Buddhis~:g•.nq. ge h:li_: Appnrently the 1'FL were aimins at the rad.clo station or the interrogation 
center last night but hit the Buddhist o:.·phar.sge instead. Killed tuo yotu1£sters and l'iOunded 15; 
several of those quite seriously •••• So even in the orphanage3 •••• In the markots ••• in the hos­
pital. •• in their homes •••• and churches and in the fields ••• Death seeks them out •• Thercs just no 
place to hide ••••• 

And so Fr:t.endc •.. Gooclnir:ht: Ne.."{t time I'll try to think of something funny to toll you •• Got lots 
"of-l~\i;i1abl-;-;o;-;::;nt-s~ b."';;;~7 too. \'!ill irrite as often as I can and~1fill cable any importan·t neim. 
Pleas&· tell e,ll those folks back home uho are tellinG us hoH brave, noble, dedicated, lens 
suffe~ing and true blue vre are ••• to eano up ••• Grin •• ,\'Jc:.:lre none of those tr.ings ••• As a matter 
of fact, the only thing we are at the moment is sleeeeeeepy ••••••••• 

,,; Nig.'lt all •••• 
Love, 

n '­l()e:J;1 

~· 

• 


