
M EM 0 RA-.N DUM AMERICAK FRIEKDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15th Street, Philadclphia,Pa.l9102 

Robert Metz, Kees and Katie 1'iillin~, Dick and Cynthia Johnson, Olive Rayne, 
~-1argaret Roberts, ~1arthn Fort, David and ~fary Stickney, Chris and Terry Chacos, 

To: Paul and Ginny Lappala, Jack and Jill Richa:cds~ John fr Lauram2Date: April 11, 1969 
Pixton, Sallie and Daniel Beane 

From: Jenny Guberiran J"~ 

Subject: Dot· Weller's Ne1·:sletter of 31 Harch, 1969 (SV-P~43) 

The attached newsletter from Dot Weller dated 31 March will 
brin" vou nearlv un to dc>.te on the activities of the team. <' . ~ ~ 

cc: Charles ~ead 
Corinne Johnson 
Russell Tuttle 
Tom EH~inton 
Carroll Collings 
Dot lVeiler 

It is ccrt~ctinly pood ne;vs to hcar of Ba Xu;:m Lan' s returnin::; to her duties at 
the child day care center and being able to spend 11:m~e tir:e with her family. 

H . TJ' • 1 1 1 , . . . . . 1 • ' 1 1 1 t ere, 1n , m. aoe prna, t:1ere 1s an exc1t1n;:r c.nnouncey'Cnt ,,z,ucn was ca.J eo o 
the Gua](er Service t:e;u:,,,: \'iEE FREDR1CKS001 ARRIVED Tel APRIL RCFUSTAFF. See 
if you can firzure that one out! 

Also, please note that Sallie Squires naF:e on the newsletter has changed into 
Sallie and Daniel Beane! Congratulations from the refugee staff to you, Sallie. 



NOT FOR QUOTATION OR 

Dear Rajah~ (and Philly Folks),~-----· 

PHILADELPHIA 
31 l.Jarch 1969 
Quang Ngai 

, T ~- . "-•·· . 
H~lp! 1 Wet re being held prisoner in a Viet--cong -•rq-ookie factory"!!!! Grin •• Well •••• Its 

not really e:mctly like that ••• But its an intereating'sthought, don't you think? Grin •••• 

l:lilitar;v Bt.:l.,e.fJp.,g: To bring you up to date ••.• Night of 23rd: There was hea·vy fighting in area., 
Most of team chased into Bunker for awhile by shells of different types and sizes buzzing around. 
Some bullets into outside walls •• No one and nothing hurt here. Strongly suspect we e~en had a 
soldier firing from inside our yard. Don't ask me ~ type of soldier; vle didn 1 t go out to · 
ask! Could have been either. Gri~ ••• Early on in the mo1~1ing finally sneaked back to bed and 
got son::e' sleep. Hospital and h6'11pttal undamaged ••• severc.l shells hit the Buddhist orphanage 
near the radio station and about+ mile from Quaker house •• One child dead, 15-24 (depends on 
which source you credit) ivounded, some of those seriously. Heavy casualties co;ning in to hos­
pital on the 24th. 

Day of the 25th a rough one •••• \1rote in journal: 11 'l'he firepouer the US-ARYN machine has been 
throvdng at the NFL/INA is a'1esome. But the "enemy11keeps getting up onto their feet again and 
coming on in closer each night. I stand in open admiration of these dedicated rebels -v;ho fight 
back against the most sophisticated and pmqerful ar-my in the iwrid Hi th their pl tifnlly fm·T 

weapons. Its much lil;:e the .story of David and Goliath in its extremes. 
All day long, the planes and big guns pour death and destruction dmm on their heads •• Some 

of them die; but most dig in and survive to come out again after dark to take up the fight once 
more. If the ARVN and US troops challenge them on the ground, they seem to stand and fight 
hard but rre don't see a lot of that here.Rather than risk 11allied 11 lives, the saturation method 
of 1overkill 1 is employed, dependigg almost entirely on air attacko Any i~~ocent, uninvolved 
person happening to be in the area is fair game. 

Someone has theorized that the 1Th"L's strategy in these prolonged attacks on the cities is not 
to take over the cities but to dravT the US-.P ...... 'tVN soldiers in out of the "pacif:ied" villages and 
hamlets. If this is a correct estif!l.ate of their intentions, they f\..ave scored a smashing success 
here in Quang Ngai Province. The roads of tmm are conpletely clogt;ed with soldiers dashing to 
and fro in trucks, jeeps, tar..Es, APCs, bicycles and on foot. Today 3 or 4 lambrettas delivered 
maype 50 fresh FJ) cadre to beef up the compou.n<l across the street. large concentrations of 
troops and popular forces are camped in the fields and wooded areas on the outskirts of Quang 
Ngai; something vle haven't seen here before. I 'liOuld think these extra troops can only be 
coming in out of the countryside so now the NFL are free to 11 liberate'1 the pacified villages 
at lfill. Drafting young men and boys, spreading their o·Nll particul::.r 'brand of propaganda and 
intimidation Hhile the mig..'IJty 11 defenders of the people" are pi:nned do•m in the cily. Grin.,.·· 

For the most ·part of this past -v;eek, the da~rs h<:we been noisier and more frightening. The ' \...' 
NVA/NFL rnain forces seems to be in closer t:b..an that mile nm;r; right behind the hospital. That 
is one of their favorite approuches as there are open fields and heavily 1'rooded areas where 
they can move without being observed. 

The strain of the past month or so is obvious. I find myself getting sharp lvith nfractious 11 

patients, my hands and knees shaky at times, my head aches, my patience d'liindling. Ev-ery bomb 
that drops is a stab of guilt and agony over what suffering E,ll, people are bringing to the 
Vietnamese people with every 11 good intention" in the ~;orld. Every bloody stump I bathe and 
dress, every tear shed under my hand; a painful reminder of my involvement in the destruction 
of Viet-Ham. ( 

The bombs are coming in so close no':l that rw can physically feel the concussions. Big as 
Pixton Hall is, it quivers rTith each explosioq:l'. Every time a plane dives low over the hospi­
tal, I freeze as I think: of h0\>1' little margin for error they are leavingo A fe'\.'T degrees differ­
ential in angle of dive and the patients would never knm·t what hit them. 11 (end journal quote) 

The day of the 26th brought nore of the sene plus tear gas attacks. The 'I'Tind brought much 
of it into the QRC and surrounding area. Casu.e.lties still coming in. Journal said: nEveryday 
noi't I see cyclo after cyclo cacrying an uprig.1.t red wooden coffin apiece tot,rard the hospital. 
Instead of the large fu.11ereal rituals that we have seen here before, no11 many of the dead take 
their last ride in the back of a dirty military truck or a larnbretta with a fm·I of the 
riding along. The vrards are stuffed to the brill. Our porch at QRC is a haven at night for 
those who can find nno room at the inn".n (end journal quote) · 

From/there on out, th~gs have really quieted dorm. By all appesrances the main forces of 
the rNA lr.?L have been dnven off and the battle, for the mor::.ent, is over.... · 
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We've had four consecutive uninterrupted nights of sleep e.nd, yesterday, I don't think I heard 
uore than a dozen shots fired although 7-10 mortars came into Quang Ngai last night. The 
shells hit the military compound and other spots but none near us •••• No planes, no artillery. 
Everyone is kind of re-cuuping and I even perceive faint signs of returning senses of htmor and 
our "stabilizers" are defi:r.itely out. To sort of su...Y~L"18raze the latest assaults, Pll quote a 
fe;~ of. the comments I made on the 28th •••• 

"Pick a runor, any rumor, and you' 11 knm-r as much as we do., 11e have been told that there 
are still 1500 INA troops just t mile array a:nd we have been told that all !NA troops, still 
surviving, have \dthd:ra't-m to the Due Pho area south of Qr...w.ng lTe;ai. All we know for sure is 
that it 1.s quiet for the moment and for that little bit vre are eternally grateful. There \'las 
sone action today but com pari ti vely spealdng it was "nothing''. '1\:o rockets hit the US mili­
tary compound at 6 this norning and hro shells of some kind fell just in back of the prison., 
Outgoing artillery rocked the QRC most of this morning but it Has ~nore annoying than fright­
ening. 

To add to the other runors, we have been told tP~t 3 or 4 ta~~ went run1bling out behind the 
hospital yesterdcy to mop up the area that l<.ad been bombed and strafed for 3 days running. 
What they found terere 40 (very much alive) NVA troops i'Jaiting in ambush. Tv10 tanlr..s rrerB com­
pletely destroyed, others dar~nged. They say they killed or captured all the lfiA troops there 
but no one is talking e.bout the US troop casu=:lties in that dec·acle. These liere apparently 
suidde troops and had been instructed to stay behind to -cover the retreat of the main forces. 
I can only say they must be geniuses at "digging in" to have survived the preceding 3-4 days! 

vfe have no accurate figures on casual ties (military or civilain) for the last \veek of 
heav-y fighting here in to1m. Everything is pretty chaotic and I doubt that very many people have 
a clear picture of what has been going on. One Scigon paper claims 138 NVA vrere killed in the 
past '\reek but does not spea.k of US or A.l\VH dead. 

Sorae thinss see;n quite clear. The NVA/ll}'L forces uant to take Quang lrg'ai ver:J badly and I 
don't think they are throueh trying. A month ago, tHo months ago, I thi~~ an all out effort 
would have done it for them. Now, I'n not so sure. They threv:- such a scare into the US/ARV:N 
military establishment here in the past week and a half that the US troops essentially took 
over the fighting. Apparently having no confidence (Don't blame them) in their .ARVIJ com1ter­
parts, they elbotred them asidet beefed up their ovm troops and went out to meet the NVA (£~ 
they had thrmm everything in the books at ther..t fro:n the air for 3 days!). As usual they didn 1 t 
get too ~nany of them, but they do seem to have driven then back for a '\'rays and given Quang 
llgai so:ne breathing room. nan, its impossible to decide >.;ho to root for in this war ••• The 
J?eople we are pul.sing for the most are losing grounQ. evert day ••• Thats the innocent civilian;.". 
\end jourvBl ~uote) 

So thats '\'!here we stand today ••• The fighting over ••• Quang Hgai licking its \.rounds and I 
presume the lN.A/lJ.FL doing the sooe else:rhere. Hhether the next "rou.nd11 is to be in Paris or 
Viet-nam, God only, knm.;s. In the meantir::te, the survivors are pickir..g up the threads of their 
lives and going on ••••• 

.f4;.J.~ker Perso1mel: .k,o.u .and 0"& got back from their vacation on the 25th •• Hale and hearty. I guess 
they had some ;.Jild adventures. Quy, being his ust13l quiet self, hasn't said very much, but "'e 
gather he really enjoyed his first exposure to the rest of Viet-Narn. The first thing O.id 
upon getting back was to go out to see his fawiJ.y only to find them gone \d thout a tract;•. The 
area of his homo was cra:uling with Viet Cong and hea:lily dar::aged by the bombing. He spent a 
very vrorried afternoon looking for them before finally finding them at the railroad station 
west of tmm. 'ile ·§.9. have some stories ivith happy endings around here once in av:hile. 

Xuan Lan went back to work on the morning of the 26th looking a bit thi:r~er but her 
old seldl. She had been off uork for 19 days and I guess it seer:1ed like 19 years to her. To 
date she has had no recurring trouble (that she has told us about! Grin) other than w~·'"~"~· 
dizziness at times when standing up from a reclining position or vice llersa. This is to be 
expected. She is staying at hone nm·T 111ith the younguns ar>..d feeling much better about being able 
to take care of then herself. 

,2:Je:ker 1·Iorals __ C}J.El?1&,: The strain of the battles has been greater on the team menbers tr~n I 
~ assumed. 11ient to investigate a lot of thUt":lping and banging the other and found a 4x4 
hole had been knocked out in the vTall sepe.rating r':arges bedroom frorl.t Eries! I had. hnrdly had 
time to assimilate that fact (uith no little puritanical shock!) 1rhen I he:..1rd !nore noise. 
This tine I found Lou directi..11g his ,;orkers in knockin.g a hole thro>_-:g:h tl'.e :.;e.ll separating his 
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rooo from Eric's. Lou is not one to be left out of anything ••• Grin •.• Carried mmy on a wave of 
llnthusiasm for knocking holes in 1valls, I next caught hlra approaching ray room 1-iith a bevy of 
anned laborers •••• and an evil look in his eye. I stood ray ground and, to date anyr.my, the Hall 
between my room and Roger's is inte.ct. HurLil!D. ••• Suppose I f:.oul.:;l be persuaded to change my mind. 
Hust stay flexible •• Grin •• The purpose of all this "venting11 is to provide escape hatches in 
case of heavy attack in this area. Hargy's room, especially, is in en exposed position and 
there have beEn tin.es 1vhen she 1ras understandably reluctant to emeJ:ge fror:1 her door and ma.t:e a 
dash for the bunker. Hith the indoor route open all the \·lay from her room to Lou's, they uill 
be able to go at least half way ander cover of sone sort •• I am not completely convinced of the 
worth of. this project but if it does anything at all to reassure Eargy, I am all for it! I 
wouldn't·have her room for all the tea in China. F~ve urged her to move into Jack and Jill's 
old room vrhich seems to be one of the safest here but she prefers her mm "pad"., A_-,.rj'l·ray, at the 
moment 'tie have a lot offu."l discussing the connecting passage bet;,ieen the dmmstairs roo:ns • 

.W.,e~ther:, reno..:r:t: Today cool but 1veather has been getting hot •• But not nearly as hot as its going 
to get! No electricity during the day for fans but those of us l·ihO t,rork At QRC have it much 
easier. vle do consistantly htwe po·Ner there. And for the last four nights out of five ue have 
had pm;er here at the house. Thats quite a change~ from the /Jt'/.1/f every other night routine. 

Relief for ae;.i_ng .Qsaker P..!,'L:_: Knm~ Russ is doing his best so not "s>·;eatingtt the i·Jait. Don't 
imagine the recent heating up of the war has helped their recru.itment efforts anyo Already, 
though, I think it is too late for me to get to the P.T. co~vention in San Francisco as I don't 
'l'mnt the neTd gal to skip the hro months language training in Saigon and I 11ant to be here at 
least a month 1dth her before taking off for hor1e leave. And 1.mr1 .. ;:r no circu'l,ste.nces will I 
leave Viet-~rarn until there is a replo.cement out here for me. 1~;-an'Yb';:;:';;y:-:-.. 
.Q.ase,:toad at .Q,gQ: HE.A.V'f! This. past months figures tdll be coming your 11ay in a day or tvo and 
they have teken a fantastic jump. We have had better th<:m 60 ne'J patients in this month plus 
a lot left over from the preceding month. In the physical therapy dept., Nr. Ry and I are 
processing almost exactly hrice as many patients per day. This is partly due to incre:ased 
skill and efficiency on Hr. Ry's part and partially due to the wonderful ne .. I fello11 I have 
working vii th me novr ••.. Anh Triem •• \ilia t a load of trivia he takes off our shoulders! We are hump-

. ing from one end of the day to the other and still >m are ahrays behind. i'le never have the 
time vre need to give the kind of care 'l'ie should and would like to be giving. ~large is in a 
constant state of frustration at seeing the large numbers of patients in the hospital th3t 
urgently need physicel therapy services and I l:1!n equally disturbed by not being able to keep up 
with the need. Opportunity and potential are long. past for a lot of these peop~~ before \W. can 
even get around to them. But thats not a ne'v story .... Fact of life over here. 

!Jld so much for~: Nore to be said but not tonight, ••• Sleep well, my friends and tie sf>..all do 
the same. See if I can 1t get another letter off in a week or so •••• 

Love, 

j):;_Jl-


