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Dear Philly Folk:

The storm istsﬂ3~
lull in activity in
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then a Few Teable toota
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Crying on the inside,
putting Margie on the
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gately dispersed an it we Pﬁ1Juu’* w“it to oot away from ench
Just that together we o1t as if we had to meke u big joke of
way were offended by the other's gﬁleuy. So now wo have retvired to
of sorrow and depression in our own individual wavs, Or so it scemed
Tommorrow we will be feoeling %utter
time to come just as ;
it is net going to he
immersed in the i

He have iu frow the airport from
to the house we inmed-
oy, venlly., It was
ng agay but yet in a
our v&rving degrees
1o me anyway. 4
i sorely for & long
fronm the ranks. But
' ] and so

MCe Very

about 1% but we are going
~:¢h succeeding member that
QM us 23 1t will be on Marge
at con't have time to
}cre and she says sh

long. But Harg ) : edicine now
and settling down o belns a house wife., 1 don't believe il don't know,
Marge and Bob (Perisho) o be narried soretime in April,

Wargie is one of the lenving and for those of wug who came with her, it was really
a wrench to ses her o even tho therc huve been times whgn I could have checrfully "throttled"
her, Grin.... 30 it is for sach ;or<on that has to moke the break. This sort of "traums" is
something I hodn't counted on *Hen coming out nere. ‘ ’

We are not the only ones in nvanw w:ql tODlLAt with sorrow in our hearts. All week long
people have been coming by the house or the hospital for QQQlemw terminel viesits with their
Bac 3i. Besides an impressive CLTtAJLC e of appreciation signed by the Provinece Chief, Col.

w Krden and the | i al, last night she was glven o lovely dvery carved
L N
fan by Dros. Cung and hh&l.

But last night we he
get to bhed til nesr 2 am
seen this team reslly
always have good
the cuff endecvors, 1
But then we gWuleﬂou s
at the militarv compound had given us some Irozen chicken (01 fat amsricen ol cl\n parts

so Lady cook@d that up in the afternoon and she and Rick haked unbelievable “r 280 \regular and
cimemon). Sryl turned out some applesavce cup cakes, Roger cocked and mashed potatos (is'Teet
were claan), gomebody went o market {or dlce and greenery that passed ior salad. We had a big
jug of red wine left over that Pat Fenn had brught us befere she left, Ve sent the Bas home

and all turned to fix up the houze. Jome of us sat down znd made up tressure hunt clues

in nonsense rhyme and bid them around the compound; others wrapped tna gift we had bought for
Bob and Marge (a sel of leczl rice bowls with tea cups and chop“” %3} and hid it in the safe

as the treasure hunt prize. 3y 8 puowe {inally got resdy to sit down ond eat...and drink...

Wag it evar’ fgoodi  The bread was out of this world, the chicken was fabulous, the salad was

an ignored disaster....The wine did very well, thank you, to get us in the mood., Roger had even.
brbugnt his suiter down »nr between he, Rick and George Moose (CCRDS worker. issist to Ir. LE
Pam), we hed plenty of nd music, Keith had weitten a2 long and hilarious poer in Viete
namese to Harge and he aloud with his usual melodrsmatics azecompanied by ¢at calls from
the rest of ve ©84.4..  LoOu had even written a poem ror Marge iluVietnamese but
it was in a nmo A beautiful, Sometime during the “chlﬁg {lost trock of when)
Drs. Cﬁhg and ¥hai came to the house to pressut Margery with her ivory fan, Thej stayed and
partyed with us for on houvr or so then Jelt, The treasure hunt aidn’t lerway til late din
the evening tul it was a ;rest success as was the whole evening, Bven I e got
to eat chicken and zad of rice and he was allowed fo stoy in right longs
Hows that for S

Yy Wowl VWhat a going-away party that tvrned out to be!l I didN'%
rs cutlasted nme. This is only tre 5ECO nd or third time T have
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=t n uqy this has been, 411 of us, incluvding 1i8n Phi are flaked oute
But Bob and Marsy's e zent ponty went of £ witheout a flaw and will long be remembered by all,

Work at the QRC was 2d ot noon and the CIXC was closed 21l day as today was a Vieinamese
holiday. The death day of Lé Lol. Preparations hed gone all morning here 2t the house, Such
organized chsos, As one vatched, one could have seen all the Quakers scurvving in 50 different
directions at once and wenld hive sworn that nothing conerete could h.ve come out of it. But
1o and behold, by 1 om 1t really loolksd as if we were going to have a gala arcund here., We had
borrowed 2 Yig white cargo parachute from the Ind ARVH Division and we mu t this up over the
open yard to shade i1 Colorful crepe stringers ran from the top of the chute to evervwhere
in the yard., 6 Tiln sigmed s "Hanh Pruc" symbol and Eric andg Fﬂfe cut o stencil of it
and spray painted 1t on Herge's door and then on all the flower ond f?t~ boxes around the yard.
Bric had whitewashed those he before.  last night Xuln Lan, Ti0n, Tuy Banb, Ban Van and
Lady had ceock d $ood1 , nours of the night, HNost of them soecial Vietnamese typs
things of Xuén Lan’ onc&‘t' g. e borrowdd tobles and chairs from MBI arﬁ ORC and had
those spread ail qﬂcur% the yorde On each table were paper flovers and cranes thot Fete
~and othei's has a ls

It had been decided that Roge ie¢ eldest male) would be Zob's vepresentative in asking
for Karge's hond in marriaze. After lunch, we all pitched in and vorksd like mad or lest min-
ute details, Tob nnd Harge and their ”atteadan?s" had nunercus verbsl rehearzals, Pric vade
nuzerous last sdnuie trins cowntown for more ice and drinks, etc. about 2:30, every-
one dispersed to get cressed in their best. Gosh, we all just sking al each other
in wonder., 4All the
suits on, &1l the gi
and ear rings. Wou!l
dress with »,yl and
a pink corcnet of ¥
Bob, Keith, Pate, Ho
proper moment to

o
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7S had c¢n white shirts and fies and Job qd Parl Rels on aven huQ full
Yietnanese and Americans end nglx°% were lovely in thelr ao @als
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Guazer fzam never looked so splendificentl lars s to
lp ond advice, She looked lov clx in a sgoft ija ad dwl and wwth
: 68 and & pin to mutch, Xufin Lan had lesned tf"“ o her,

e 'nd Low were sent off in the Volkswagen to l thu
rive at the scene bearing gifts, @ollow;dg the

S poss~
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ible of the repre the groom—to-be coming to the homsof axmng

gifts for father of %ride and gealing the agreement with & :

While Harge siayved 1 : upstalers (nervous as if she were really
Fric got the gueste sestc oklpt vary impresszive in bezrd and white
went to the QRC and 3

getting narried then)
ite Rt outfit), Bill
Then 20 minutes late Rog
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o Chi wubc, Chi T end Chi Zuén along with their Samilies,
1 and nis retinue drove up in the Volkswagen. They pried and then
strode in impressively in z line carryving allthe traditional itsms, A bottle of whiskey,
‘an entire roasted pl sad~eagled repulsively on a bronge plotter, o

sutiful ancient bronze
incerse burning urn matching candle aticke (Umich of the cusiovary equipsent wes borrowed
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from Xuan Lan and i

i
. and a couple of pa okaﬁe@ wrnpnod up in the very tradisional red cellow
phane, 411 of the fellows so Landsome in their freshly cut hair wnd trimmed beards (all now
have beards ¢ nt =i snd, Lou.), white snlris, ties and sharvly cressed ULUuQ ors and pol-
ished shoss. Xufin I 1 B participated in the ceremony as sort of officials, ,To make sure
things were done way they would be in 2 regular Victnsmese +on ugl. Wiskey was poured
in tiny bronzs tos iy Roger very formally end gmavely asked zarl 5f he would allow ¢!




5
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nim, They stli{ly bowed

young Uriongs, Bob Pevisho. ocorl Junt as grovely allow. a@s
‘mo pie und other gl wifts’ that had been brought to
cher o drank upe  Grine.... fand It was gic.tl Once that
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formality waes ovey, Lady and Hryl both looking ducious in ftheir bt Margs out and
delivered her to Bob., Then we stood and had & GQuaker silence.. lovely and dme
pressive blend of Uuaker and Vietnamese cuctome.  OSome of the rost 1urxz£g in the
backeround to explain the guings on to the almost 70 guests, Mo wm were Vietnsmese but
we 8lso had the U3 AID nurses and the VHCS people there, ALl of our employees and trainees
vere there and many old Priends.
After the silence, ith got up, looking for all the world lilke a young baptist minister in
chis new beard and sull and @vvlainmd sbout the Queker certificate (Keith had drawn up a very
nice one) and invited ove T to Qjcn making this ceremony 'lessml., Marge and Fob were
the first to sign, then & : j~ls in the cercmony and then the sussts., Prom then on the
eating, drinking ’nd ?18;t1ng commenceds  Such eats.,That revolting lecking > digapoeared
into the kitchen and came out as delicious Fanx of fatty roost ple and It secemed very
greasy but it was served w*tb sl bs of frezh french bread anc was it Then all those
greet dessert tvpe thinss cooked the night before. Thi yone hed & wonderw
ful time with the excentio z patient friends, I“v tluL them mignt have been a
regrettable error. i : :

forteble ~nd we counld guess at the ressons why. ”hey
were imoblle in their widn't move arovmd na<17d, they & have rafuy ad

ddis like everyone w Chi T {who handled it the bent y 1t wss
their first exposure res their injuries, (Qur 14tenti t since
they are very close [ have besn loss then delicate L it
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s | .
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him rubbing his chesks franti€ally on +he 58 chott nothing nve had dogs who
© did that bteflore. We got him up on hi : to get hi sy with us but ks “Uu}d
simply lock st us rex nfully and flog Things 1 to worsey he sturted

by noon, bhoth

voniting Tuesday morning and
TTOON WhEN We

were closed end he was +uvﬂ*1nb from one cocl

apot 1o another. That sfte ie Cf me from work, we fojind him hoddled under a
chair., We were horrilied *o see t;at nig eve was ounpletely onaque ana tiind, Thursday
Rizk toock Phi“up to Chu Mai ' JVQF him hls shot 1L (Phis not Hicks)

'

We were very relisved to
should clear up in ¢ dey oz
beginning to wender if it
hunctious sclf and hes co
about it. Stupid dawgl K
him...Sniff,.
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rts, Arn sn, Chi An and
ith ago by & whole ?C“Ks vnolt from Hong, oShe had a vacation

to apend it in QKQng b"a¢ working with us .  ind work she did}
ever., A pit thin..3he weg in the hospiial in Saigon esrlier this
'“t of stouseh ailment out seems alright now. 3She was attracted to
1 ¢ ﬂﬂrlv} like a noth to a ﬂsldl and we noticed ole Hick wasn't complaine
ing any. Grin...? think her fether has re-married but Hong still feels responsible for her younge-
er brothers and sisters, I1f she didn't I thirk we could talk her into coud
us, bor&'* we wishil

, Cn} An is thrivine in farvisge and now has o one year old boy. VWhat a b
fellow he is, too. She and her husband are over fairly often to visit us

Sociasl word troika: Sure ycn would like some word on Jill's foruwer
Chi Hong., We were birssed & wor

?rom her Job in Sails :
She is as wordwr ul a
vear with some undefin
our bearded guru

o to work with

steong 1il
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Anli An, poor lad, is ned o very hapyy LHP rizht nowe  Fote hoon't troatsd hin pertichlo vy
well. He tock his exams twige and failed them twice; a fact that has depressed him alarmingly.
You remember how frigshtened .in alwayve was Bbkht the dralt and hew deeply concurred he was over
doing something for his people. This failure to pass the exams seemed to put him in jepordy and
made the possibility of nis ever being able to contribute professionsglly to his country, remote.
He has not married his girl and perhaps the fact that he feels he is such a failure is why. For
the past 6 to 8 months, arh has been st the Quaker house most of the sime, during the evenings
and over nights. He would come here to Q+u“y in a gquiet spot and then would stay to sleep as

he was afraid he wouid be Jdrafted by the NFL if he stayed in his cvn heme. S0 in this past year
An has become a real brother to use Just about two weeks ago, hies uL,LdQQ to leave Quang Ngoi.,
feeling he could go no further hére. His chances of going to study in the Jtates or in nzland

are dead and to aveid the druft, he must get back into some schocl. o ‘n is now in Saigon,
staying temporarily si the Jueker house snd intended to try to get into the Buddhist school for

e~

qpcial vork, Bub I understand from Judy Danielson that that was not likely to pan out and thet
An was feeling bluer by the wminute§. Possibly he might be able to get into somecther secondary
school and give those exams another go. But he still has to find some kind of a job to support
himself, And in Saig oa, that won't be easy., His &English is better than 1t s but still far
from good enoughto get him an interpreter job. We are quite worried = Louz M oand his 1eve1 of
depression but there doesn't seem to be much we can do to help him of

A1l of the troika speak often of unrm s Jack in terms nos alplc....»

Other people veu might lixe to hear about: Bac 8 c vién vién)

has been fransferred to umot‘(v rost in Soigon in jus t lhe pg t week s NoW ﬁgcws. Long is the

big chieftein ot the hospitel, Dr., thal continues the Hedicin Chels  Very quiet
. on s ‘ A T L . o8
but seemingly efiective. fufin Lan is hole and hearty nd hor usual =fficisnt self, She had

g brief and mild encounter with preasles earlier this yesr but did pot heve cholera as some
rugers had it. Hot sure if the measles to the kids or vice versa but they had quite a
crun of it for & week or £Qe g serious and think kids enjoyed extra vacation. Grin...
Bernie Xlausner was in Bu m{ xe’g:az, ag recently as three days aro. Loks idind but to me a sadder
and more soher Bernie. Just a coupae of months apo, Dernle was hare ot the house and told us
thet he doeg not have too mur‘h longer to go in Vietnam with URICKE, le has accepted another 2
year assignment somewilere in Africa and I think it is not with URICSF but I am not sure of that
latter facte To the best of ny knowledﬁe, no cne has seen anything of Pam in Hong £ong.
British Quakers in Saigo q? I don't kxnow even if there are any more there. The MeCauleys left
Saigon about a month age lor nowe. I understand Celia %arcluj is coming back to Vietnamg by
hepself shortly (if she &sn't here alre.dy) to spend en undedbriined amount of time finishing &
up some project she had started whlle she was here. DMeeting$in Saigon are now routinely held
at the Quaker House ., Dr, Vi of NRI 1is no longer with MRI. This spring he returned to private
practice and has been replaced by Dr. %77, What do you know...I've forgotien his name. Accord=
igg to several good sources end by Ob“@”Vath", things at BRI ere not particulsarly healtlhy. The
P.T. 4ide classes sre about to shut down snd no observable progress§ ln being mate howards open—
ing the long awalted professicnal sgvaoi cof physical therapy. It continuss to run under the
Dept. of defense (Ministry, ezzcuse me) rather than hinistry of Health snd Zocial Welfsre where
it should be and this cavees some problems. As fer as the physical plont goes down there, they

*J

boed

are growing osily and things "lock” more impressive all the time. DJr. In-Y and cabinet chdnges?
I plead ignorance on most of thids. Clark Herr has all the up to date info. Dr. Lu~Y is out and
in private praciice I understand., I can hirdly imegine him without his sidearm and retimue of
armed thugs. Grin... 'n& Thieu and An are still hanging on to their desks for uh@ moments
Avhs-Bang, Quven and ° ¢ zone to do their military training and ar

e now salely back with us
working for "the cursticn, Others sre at the mowment off training...inn Xha for one. These boys
are s0 glad to get back here that they worl like 1little angels Tor a n;‘iod after returning. Grin.
Anh Ldi has been found to tave a very bad heart condition that has made him mne to draft,

The prosthetic “*CT@,‘ I can never remember tnetd mameo..) and nisg AV&OCOnd’idhal brother had&
been fired and Trunz (the cherubic Japitor for Joe and Hog orj tas boen appointed storeman, It

was a very successiul vromotion. He is working out excciient;y.

it

Military situation: Ve ! zvvw had wany runcles from home expressing worry about us in the heat
of the raging battles in ﬁuunf Nghi. I don't know what battles the papers back home are talking

4 xd
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about, We haven't hiad a Tight worth even tulking cboul here in GQudng Ngam gince some time early
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“in August. FPossibly further north in the Province is the scene of combat that they are 1oli-
ing sbout. The census st the hospital is down and we are heginning to notice it a bit at QrC,
But those of youy who have been heve koow how quickly thinss 1ike that ean change,

Questions and snswers: vome of you have written with questions about this that and I will
meke an attempt to answer them all in the Fhilly Folks edition. Theres Juoi ﬁ ry little possi-
bility of writing personal answers to 2ll tho I willicontinue to try. I might encourage you
to stay in touch. You kmow there is just really a hand ful of you "ex~Quang Ngaiers" that write
and let us know what is going on with you. (Th&u is a scelding in case you didn't recognize it
Some have gotton married and got off to new places, some are about to have a baby (or perBaps
- have already) and we zre longing to hear the news. Did you think we forgot zhout you the min-
ute you got on the plane, Nuts! I can't pass on informetion that I don't have,

Follewing the letter I wrote you Just before lesving California in July of this year, I wrote
ancther one in August. You should have that one by now. IFret not,,You haven't been taken off
"~ the mailing list nor huive I disappesred into the bushes with the WNFL.

Fair Warning: To Jack and Jill, Joe and Maureen, and to Kees and Katie.....lNows the t%?e ke
either go off on your vescaticn or stock up on your larder and make up the spare bed,.Bac-31
Marge is headed vour way. 4And how we envy her the opportunity to vieit with you all. 3igh....

Alright, lets heve & little pity on the poor blokes in the FPhilly office znd get off the
alphabet box. Haven't talked too much in this lettér about the progrem events. But everything
is going quite wekl at this point and hope to cover more of that in the next letier. If yvou
aren't getting the information you desire....All you have to do is say so..via lefter. Grin...

Take care, Friends...,
Love,




