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1 @arch 1970
Quéng Hegad
Dear Philly Polks:
Time to report on the month of February's activities and there has been & lot going one
I cantt believe I haven't written for a month but as I hgve just checked back amongst the
files I see I haven't, We haven't even told you what T&%t 70 was like for heavens sake!

Vd
mot Holidavs: This was a grueling one but fun. Ve closed down QRC and CDCC on the Sth and
didn't return to work until the 10th I think it was. Despiite the fact that most of us had
een thru T8ts before, we deluded ourselves into thinking about the nice five "days of relaxe
ing qna letter writing" ashead of us. Hal Let me tell you aboubt ite.co..e
78t eve all of the team cept myself khad gone to bed before midenight. TFor no particular
reason,l stayed up, hoping to sce a few of the colorsd flares ihey send up at midnight on the

davning of the new lunar vear and hear some of the firecrackers. Right at midnight (by Yy

watch), all vas quiet and I was a bit disappointed btut a few minutes later, g rud ;lﬁre
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went up. Thinking that I wicght geot to sco something, I climc=4 He
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the ladder L APLEEY
rcofs Things finally got going; red, green, silver flares began to dot the sky; so I
down to watch the display. A move I regretied five minutes later. Ilare followed flare
+nd they had gquite a show zoing vhen some eager beavers docided that %hey had to h=ve a bi
more noise to add to the few fire crackers going off and the Buddhist gongs that were being
rythonically beaten to welcome the new year in. Some shooting broke out over near the hosp-
ital, They were using ftracors, which are besutifuvl to lock at and the paths of the bullets
indicated that they wers shooting surhﬂ:pu up i?vo the air Tor "vui" {fun) and not in battles
Y
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it next door to us. Vithin minutes I was laying

Ded

L
flat on the roof nervously eyeing 11 those flying bullets and wishing I had go e to bed early,

too! Grine.. 1 was afrgid to stend uw
Being hit by a spent bulleiis no more desi,
loogs geod as & preference, It must hav
s0 I could get to the ludder and make my hcy shakily down %o bed. Iy former disapp
at the "quiet" F ; Years Eve had turned to something aicin to dismey. However, as I
further, that was that mony loss bullets left to kill people with 1~tar on 1n rOPl b
There vas 8 ;et t”Uce this year but it never ﬂot off the ground } )
Several days after Tet, vwe heard a BBC broadcest quoting an American o flClal as Sayi““ that

g0 I stayed where I
irsctly, but it def
things calimed down

htil
the NFL had violated their own truce innumerable times over 7%, Ve got & gooa leugh out of
that one. American jets were bombing in Qufnr 1~n1 province during all the 8% days. Yery
lightly (as far as we knew)but I don't think there was a six hour stretch at anytime when we
dign't hear some bombs dropping, or sn ARVN artillery piece going off, I don't mean to indi-
cate thzt we hed a Tét offensive or even a small battle. Ve bad nothing of the sort but
there was no 24 hour period of absolute silence. To tbc best of our ¥nowledge, thers were
no WFL attacks within this area during Tet days. So T8 A 1990 went by without a major clash
between the opposing forces in Vigt-¥em....the first time in three years that this has been
$0. One might interpret this as a hopeful sign or a change in NFL/NVA strategy. I'm not
sure I know how to look at it except thut I feel rather pessimigiic about this being an end
to hostilities rather than just a temporary pause,

The Quakers mast have been conglacred the best of luck in this new vear of 1970 as I
think we received more "first day" T8t invitations (as a team) than we have ever reccived
before. People were openly vying for our "lucky” presence and it tock tremendous diplomacy
to handle the problem of deciding vhon§ we would favor with our prescnces Jt sort of bailed
dewn to a first come, first serve basis and engurance on our perte Grin... fven at best, I
feel sure we left some hurt feelings in the T8% weke, We started out at 7am on the &th,.Or
some of us did. Eric, Keith and Lady made the first offlolal visit while the rest of us got



) .
ourselves out of bod and awake, Twas a noble effort on Keith's part as he had spent the night
before on guard duty at the QRC and was feeling fair lousy from a head cold. If the three of
them tho't they were going to get off: (because of the early hour) with a hot coffce & donut
breakfast, they were soon to be disillusioned. Grin... BRB3 Ldc {(the CDCC cook) had a full *
meal walting for them complete with the wicked rice wine., Thig on an empty stomach sent our
three envoys reeling home about 9.. By 9:15am we were on our way to Ank Ry's where we had
perhaps uhe best meal of the day. From there on out it was from one place to ancthesr with
only about - hr. break dgring the afternndh to come home and race ea ch other to the latrines.
The last port of call on that first day of T8% was at kuan Lans where she fed us to the brim
‘and we got home about 10:30 pm.

By the time I dragged my "bulging belly™ into bed, I knew I was in trouble. Grinee..
I lay very still, thimdng..."If I don't move, maybe, 1L won't come up...." An hour later...
"Cawd, might as well go downstairs now and get it over with....but mavbe I can wait a bit.."
And an interminable hour later,..."Creceipes, I can't get this mosouito net unfasiensd and I
gotta £000000es .. " Urpee 1 made it but just! Host of the rest of the night was spent
hovering over one container or another as I grimly reminded wmyself th:at it had =11 been worth
it and it really had becn fun. But the fact was that 8% 1030 wagd just too wuch for my 40
year old stommch. . Grin. Think I mizht arrange to go on vacation next 8%,

. AL .

Put gsadness ig nover vory far susyr Por many, perhanﬂ for most, Tt was a very happy time. For
the first time in % vears, the people of (Quing Hedi were able to enjoy their traditional T8%
Testivities in peace. But for poor Quy (rmember he had an uncle killed last year a by

a bomb and he was shot in the thigh by a sniper this past year.) it was a sad tixé. &
that an aunt of his was snot and killed by an imerican soldier just a day or two before réta
The aunt had re-entered & free fire gone looking Tor rice storys (not too sure what 1t wa
she was looking for) end was shot. When Quy vas telling me this st cry on Tet eve, xlthvjt a
bit of anger or rencor in hils voice,..only thet of sorrovwe.. I wee c“ose to tears. Ee would
have been genuinely puzzled had he Imovn that, Somehow, Quy (end s weny others of our Vietng-
mese friends here) fail to make the comnsction betwesn us and the Americen military presence.
Its someihing I can never forget,

Guard dutyi? SLad,s o! military dutyv: There was oﬁqlng in my contrnact that menticned this
sort of thing! Just to complicsite things at &C% <& Tew days before, the QA0 was breken inte
for the seﬁbond time in 3 months or so, Ezch 'ime it vened at nisnt, each time ¢n & woe
end cnd each time it was into Lou's tool room, e it provsed considerably more c

as more expensive tools and supplies were tszken. 7The first time it happened, we complained
to the hospitel <dministrstion about being lax in guarding the Quaker proporty. QOEQV“ I
feel fairly sure that the hospitsl guards ¢ &/or the LRVN soldisrs aroc the ve Xy ones vﬁvolv~Q.
Ve tho't that would stop the pilfering but it didn't. Ve come to the rsluctant descision
that we would have to hirc s guard of our own but as no one would wont fto spent the nights of
8% therc, we did it our selves. We took turns, going in pairs and it wasn't bad at al tho
kinda spooky. Since fthen, our prtients have moved intc the hostel to sleep and Lou feels

that their presenze will be enough to prevent future thefts so we have shelved the idea of hire
ing a guard.

Hostel in use: Not quite finished but due to circumstances beyond our control, we now have
about half of our pntients slesping in it. A sudden increase in the incidence of FPlague made
it necessary for us to move out of our half of the Plague ward. 4 fact that did net displease
our p:tients. They just did not like that plece! Grine... By that time, Lou's men had the
roof on the hostel and the tfoilets in. So even tho the floors wersn't yet poured, we decided
why not....So about two weecks ago all the male patients movedinto the new Quaker hostel and
were as estatic as if we hed just given them accomaditions at the Statler Hiltone Grine...
It has worked out very well and hJ%n t hindered progress of the building at all. ItSreally
nice to finally have that hostel. I wonder how we ever got along without it. MHr. Bich kes pS
hopping from the hostel to Tam Tru and buck to keep all the patients sccountsd for, I'n sure
he will be very glad when it is all finishked and we can collect all our people in one place,

Some vacationd! Some of you closer to Thilly may have already heard that during Bev & Chuck's
vacation to Ceylon, Bev ended up in the hospital. They hadn't been there more than a few
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ays when she developed abdominal pain. Subsequent surgery disckbsed an ovarian cyst, Nothing
crhous but a Jousy way to spond a vacation! VWhile they were at it, they removed the appen~
iz tho it was apparently hale & hasrty., We have had a letter from Bev sajlng that she was
f:oling better but we've no idea yet when they will be coming buck to Qnang voalo Ve are all
hoping they go on and take more vacation to make up for the lost time,

'*3 sﬁ; 0 QJ

e sick list erouws long: ¢ van (our pert and lovable P,T, student)has bean ocut for a week
with some sort of undiagnsised fever. Dr. Bender examined her the day before heleft and tho't
it might be malaria but the smear turned out negative. But whatever it was, we went to see
her yesterday at her home end she was feeling fine again. Will be back on the job tomorrow
MOTHLINE s 0 s .

Fr, Bye. Soboesss He just has not. been feeling good for a long timé degspite being-on a
dozen medications (exhacgerationé) or so for his ulcer. Finally he did not show up for work
on the 20th, sending a pathoetic note in via his wife,Chi dai. OShe said he was home crying

and after reading his note, I could believe it. Poor guy was just fed up with feeling lousy
or at best, half good and at the moment was fesling terrivle. He conceded that the diet and

redications weren't going to work and he asked me to "help ham decide about sursery". I, too,
felt he had sufferad long enovgh tho I wasn't about to make any such decision as if I could,
Dut we ”hlpb :d him up to Chit Lai the next day after Dr, Bender had examined him and opined

+ha* the best thing would bc surgery. First we heard he was to be operated on on last Tuesday,
hen we had a cull from Chi Lal saying he would go to surgory on the 27th...But we Hept up to
zg him yesterday to ;1rd his op had been put off once agzin due to lack of time, ¢hd Led
nas been gati ng lots of battle casuvelties. How, as far as we know, Anh By will go to curfery
tororrov. For 01“ ﬂake T hove sol Ve are sorely missing him end I have accepted the fact
bac we will be without his services for quite awhile as he is scheduled to go to Saigon on
oril 1st  to spend two months in clinfical pr ctice.with Judy Daniclscn. VWe'll Dbe lucky to
ave him in st ape to go then. And if you think I'm thru...lon't go away yet...
Chi ®gi, Hy's wife, had surgery on last wednesday for a neck tumer. Dr. Homin operated
:nd they found a fatty tuzmor on one of the scalene ruscles. They had sent a slice to the
lab for testing but we haven't heard yot what the resulis werc. The Vieinamese nurse imsisted
it was benigh but since the test was not back yet, I put no faith in thet pronouncement, Ve
are keeping cur Iingers crossad on that one,

Then thercs TrAn....Our cherubic storeman that was hit by 2 truck at the end of Decom
ber, He came back into us day before yesterday, hip spica and all in a lambretta..Oy veyé
Byl had routine films taken of ulna, femur snd clavicle., The clavicle is healed and the
wlnz in good alignment and laying down callous but the femur did not look so hot. The two
irh gments had over ridden by what looked like an inch and there was preeicus little callous.,

we called Mark Borocas (;r. at Chu La l) and asked if we could bring Trén up for asn ortho-
vedic opinicon., He said sure,so Pete, Bill and I drove up with him in the volkswagen yesterday,
A Dr, Sullivan examined him znd sald he felt the alignment of the femur was good...l was a
bit nou~plussed but listensd carefully as he explained that with femurs, you were lucky to
gzt that good an alignment and with that over riding he would heal nice and strong. I stood
silently thinking of all the'horrible"resulis I hzd worked with in the States with straight
pinned femurs end wondered how I could have becn so misiﬂformgd all these years. Grin...¥ell,
needless to say,Il was not too impressed or happy with this pro nouncement but he said he wolild
rucast the arm and leg and sénd him back fo us in a couple of dayso I figured that could not
nu:t and soon Chuck w711 be back and can take charge of poor Trén. Chuck may declde to send
im to Danang for Dr., Jackson to oeerutn on if he feels it necessary.

I guess thats all the sick ones...Everybody on thoe team is find...At least the lagt time
I g2w them, Grin.... We aid have ong of the prosthetic troinees that was tho't fo have the
rlague but if thet was so, he is betier by now. Can't keep track of 21l that goes on around
hera,

s

leEfe Trade Acveement off: Judy has written that Dr, Thach (o; NRI) hes nixed the trade of
ire Ry for Judy's ur. Suﬁa Tnacw seys it is illegal (whlch I don't belicve for a moment)
anG states that if DUE were to be ¥illed up here, he (T“acn) could be thrown in prisone...
dogwash!  Anyway, it is of no m Lmttrr'. Dr gfnch has szid no snd that 10 that. However, he

nad proviously agreed to take Ry havi 10" 110wed up with a formal lotfer
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requesting that Ang Ry study from the 1st of Zpril to the end of May. Now we wait to sce what
kind of answer we get. If we get approval (snd I think we will), Judy will be in. charge of
Anh Ry's training. She has offersd to stay in country two weeks longer than shexhad*planned
to accomedate us. lir. Ry would stay at the Quaker house and we would continue his salary from
this end. The NRI would have no financial responsibility for him at all, '

Quaker Favy: The collective team has broken down and bought themselves a vacht,...Well, it
floatsi! I think} I've never been brave enough to try it vet. Grin...The last two Sundays
the team has had a ball rollicking about the Tra Ihwle River in this craft, conpletely dumfound=-
ing the natives, We're going to have to run up a Quaker flag soon thols The ﬁoC, may regover
thelr senses in a week or so and decide it is something to shoot at. Crine...Its sorta like
a cence but broader in the mid-section, MHade of hamboo, tar and metal sheeting, In the hot
weather it will probably dissolve into a blaik ooky blob. I'm not at =11 sure that }2in th
likes this new mode of travel but he hasn't much cheice as he has been conscriptsd to men the
tiller (whats that?..) Twas a fair bargain...Between the lot of us, it didn't ;ven cost a vwhole
nmonths squander. Grin.... Now we are thinking of getting up e flotilla of round basket boats.
Fext comes a request for a helicopter so we can go di chdi”to L& Son islands

o
Anh An: Vas sadly decided that it wouldn't be wise to hire Anh An as our social worker as he
surely would be drafted right out from under us. Sigho..Now he is buck in Saigon and as. far
as I know back at scheol, He had been offered a half time job with the Asian social service
tut T don't kmow if he took it or not, In the meantime, Mr. Bich and Bric have been interview-
ing a number of older applicants thot came in as a result of the radio anncuncements., Last
time I spoke fo Lric, he scemed hopeful about some of them. Perhaps we shall soon have a
real full time social worker. I sure hope sol

Em Pau: Still here., I am sad to report that her father and her uncle have faded into the diss
tence onece again leaving us in doubt as to what in heavens name we ere going to do with 2ou,.
The coming of the social worker will help as none of us have the time to sit down and get the
straisht of this story and then follow up on it, However, not all is lost. This sscond delay
has given Quy time to teke Pau's legs apart and try for a better job on the knees,

Lhi Mai: Margy..Chi Mai lost her legs to a landmine on 6/5/69...She was disch, from QRC on
20;{57%90 Pete and Bill took her home and they reported a reclly sad scene? vhen they arrived..,
I've asked Bill to write you about it but in essence wien they arrived the husband of Chi

Mai was there but almost totally ignored her, It did not look like she was going to have a
happy future.

Dr, Bopder: Is gone and that was a short but happy association. VWhat a gem he was! He was g
physiatrist and literelly flooded us with patients. Almost exclusively as a result of his
being here, we are so busy thet Bill and mryl are almost to the point of having to think about
a waiting list. I think he has set an impressive example that can't help but have rubbed

off on the watching Victnamese nurscs and doctors, Maybe now their referrals will increase.
£1tho Dr. Bender kmew no Vietnamese, he was well liksd and he was very gentle and good with
the petients, Wonder if the .[FA has eny wore at home like him?7?

Jack & Jill: Got your note for Mr. Ry and delivered it to him in the hospital. That cheered
him up. Has been great to hzve the sever-1 notes from you recently, The job sounds good,
Jaclk znd so does the snow., Sighe...

Tick & Cynthia: You keep making Black Barth sound so attractive that you may have the entire
team descending on you one day. Hope to get a chanmc to answer your good letter soon. But
if not, know we received it and enjoyed it vory much. Now that ycu've got up the head o!
steam, don't stop...Write ggain soon.

Flving Nun produces flving wheels: s Grine...Marge..Only you could believe it. Sister Johammna
set ovt for Szigon about 3 weeks ago with fire in her eyes, saying she wasn't coming back un-
til she had wheclchairs for her hsloved paras. "Where ya going ta get em, Sister?", we asked,
She had no idea but th t didn't deunt her, Well, she got em....it World Vision! I told her
she had sold her soulf to the devil for them., But her typical response was, "I'm sure the
Good Lord above would forgive me for anything I had to do to get chairs for cur patients.®
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Yes, Sister, I'm sure he would, knowing it was youl Grin....Vhat a hullabaloo....They had a
ceremony yestorday to end all ceremonies while most of the Qualters vere cringing behind doors
for fear someone would thinlc they had somet“*ng to do withh 1t. I' feel fairly sure half the
navy, army end sirforce was out to welcome the Saigon Mindister of Hedlth nnd a herd of his
execs plus the usual complement of foreign and Vietramesc missionaries from World Vision. Eric
went to the cercmony and came back full of the great mlss1onqry zeal that had gone into th
talkks to the poor innocent putients o (I mean Zric told us cbout it but was not c: gt up in
it. Grin..) All the patient were handed tracts to read, presumably as they tootle about in
their new shiny Evercest and Jennings. I would imagine that the potients couldn't care lecse
They can use the tracts to stsrt fires with but baev do have pretty new chairs to sit and and
- thats all they care about. IHoybe Sister Johamma is right. World Vision is happy, the patiénts
are happy and certeinly Sister Johanna is happyﬁ..und who is the worse off for it?7%?

Enough for tonight....Take care all of you and write when you get a chunce.

Love,

%
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