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Dear Philly Folks; 

Time to report on the month of February's activities and there has been a lot going onQ 
I cantt believe I haven't 1·r.ritten for a month but as I have just checked back amongnt the 
files I see I haven 'to He haven 1t even told you -vrhat T8t 70 v;as like for heavens sake! 

~t."' 
Tet Eolidavs: 'l'his 1·ras a £,Tueling one but fu..'1o 'lie closc.J dmm QRC and CDCC on the 5th and 
didntt return to vmrk until tho 10th I think it Has, te the fact that most of us 1->.ad 
been thru Te'ts before, vle deluded our·selves into tlliTLi{ing about the nice five "days of relax­
ing and,. letter v.rriting11 ahead of us. Ha! Let rne tell you about it,. o ••• 

T~t eve all of the team cept myself r_ad gone to bed before mif,-mehL For no par-ticuhr 
reason 1I stayed up, hoping to srJe a fmv of the color,~d flares S(.mci up at on the 
dm-ming of the nevr lunar year and hear some of the firecrackers. Right at midnight (by my 
watch), all t-Ias quiet an:i I was a bit dis2ppointed but a fe~·~ Tr,inutes later, a red flEJG 

t m1 · ~ 1 ' • t> J T · ' t t t• · I 1' , · t' 1 'l t 11-A [4¢-t o.<;;- ll wen up. L lDill.lng "laG -· m::t.c;r1 .o see: some lnng, c :uno0a ne ::;,c.c er ·ofiJ~J.xton Llu o 

roof o Things :finally got going; red 1 silver flares to dot the so I zat 
dorm to ·watch the displayo l!. rnove I rct;Tetted fiVE! minutes Flare:; follOl'ied flare 
end they had quite a sho'.i' going vrhen some eager beavers dGcided t::at they had to h·,vc a bit 
more noise to add to the fn1 fire crackers t;oing off and the I't.:Lcld.hist gongs that lfere 
ryt:hnically beaten to i·rclcome the ne\·T year in. Sor:;e bro:w out over neo.r the hosp­
ital., They ·were using tracc~rs, i-lhich aro beautifu.l to lorA at and the of the bullets 
indicated that they v;ere shooting str: up into the air for 11vo.i11 (fu..Yl) and not in battleo 
But thc-:n soldiers in e"t.r':):_~~,r of to cpc~:l up; some of then across 
the street and some in the restaurant \·iithin minutes I uas laying 
flat on the roof nc;rvously eyeing dl those fl:;r:i.ng bullets e.ncl i·Jishing I gone to bed early, 
too! Grino.. I 1-ms afraid to st,:nd up m:d head for the b.cld.er, so I stayed 1-fhere I '>TaS. 

Being hit by a spent bullc1is no more desireable than being hit directly~ but it definitely 
looks good as a pr0fersnce. It must have b.:c~n 20 minutes bcdorc things ca1ned dmm 
so I could to the l.:~dder nr..d ma~~e iny \iay do1."H1 to bedo !'ormcr 
at the 11 quiet 11 New Years Eve had turm;cl to something to dismay. HovJeVer, as I r,;;flccted 
further 1 that was that many loss bullets left to kill people v!ith lotcr on in real battle., 

There was a Tet truce this year but it never o:!'f the ground here in Qwi'ng 
Several days after Tbt, 1·1e heard a BBC broadcast quoting an J1.n:;7rican offj_cial as that 
the NFL :b..ad violated their orm truce innumerable tiBes over 'I'et. ~ie got a good 

"7 ...,... A"' 
that one. American jets rmre bombing in Qu.ang Hgai province all the 'I'd days. Vg:ry:_ 
lightly (as far as vTe k:ne;.r )but I don 1 t thi:r.k: there was a six hour stretch at anytime 1.;hen vie 
didn 1 t hear some bombs droppingp or an ARVN artillc~ry pice>:; going off. I don 1 t mean to indi­
cate thut v.ro had a Tet offensive or even a small b-sttle. vie had nothing of the sort but 
there \·ms no 24 hour period of absolute silence., To th)? best of our lmowledge, there r:ere 
no NFL attacks within this area during 'l'et days o So T~t 111'f0 1·rent by 1-ri thout a roaj or clash 
between the oprosing forces in Vi~t-Xam.o .• the first time in three years tr,_at this has been 
so., One might int;;::rpr;:;t this as a hopeful or a change tn NFL/NVA stratogyo Pm not 
sure I lmow hovt to look at it except tb~tt I feel rather pessirnistic about this being an end 
to hostilities r:.~ther than just a temporary pausec 

The Quakers must have been considered the best of luck in this nev< year of 1910 as I 
think \'le received more 11first day" Tet invitations (as a team) than we have ever rsccived 
beforeo People ivere openly vying for our 11 lucky" presence and it tock tre:nendous dirlorrcacy 
to handle the problem of dociding Hhon~ He vmuld favor with our pre:-;cncefi It sort of bdliled 
dmm to a first come, first serve basis and en;;.trrance mi' our pe:rto Grin... Even at best, I 
feel sure· vle left some hurt feelings in the T~t vJake., \'[e started out at on the 6th •• Or 
san'e of us did~ E.'ric, Keith and Lady made the first official visit 1·:hile the rest of us eot 



2 
ourselves out of bed and a1mke. Tuns a noble effort on Keith 1 s part as he had spent the night 
before on guard .duty at the ~li.C o.nd was fc:eling fair lousy from a head col(l,. If the three of 
them tho t t they -v;erc; going to off· (because of the early hour) 1-:i th a hot coffee & donut 
brea'<d'ast, they vrere soon to be disillusionod. Grino.. B~ Loc (the CDCC cook) h.ad. a full · 
meal i\ai ting for them complete 1'/ith the i·ricked rice 1·rine. This on an empty stomach sent our 
three envoys reeling home about 9 •• By 9:15an \y(,; Here on OtU' way to An/J f{y 1 s i-Ihere vie had 
perhaps the best neal of the day. From there on out it was from one pl<:,ce to anoth;;;r with 
only about -~ hr. break d);iring the afternncb to come home and race ec.:ch other to the latrines. 
The last port of call on that first day of 'l'@t was at Xu~n Lar.:S l'l'here she fed us to the brim 
and rrc got home a bout 1 0: 30 pm. 
. By the time I dragged my 11 bulging belly11 into bed., I };:nei'I I 1·ras in trouble. Grino •• ., 
I lay very still, thir~dng •.• 11If I don't move, mn.ybo, it won't COI."lC up ••.• 11 .A..n hour latero .• 
11 Gm-1d 9 might as \•rell go downstairs no1-1 and it ovrcr >d.th •••• but I can 1mi t a bit.~ n 

And an interminable hour later, ••. "Creeeipes, I can 1 t this r:JOsoui to net u...Ylfastened and I 
gotta c;ooooooo •••.•• 11 Urpo., I IIVJ.de it but just! Hocc:t of the rest of the IL'Le;ht l<o.s spent 
hovering over one container or another as I grimly reminded th t it had all been vorth 
it and. it really 'be(;:n fu...n.. B'ut the fact was t1Lct T~t 1990 vmd just too much for my 40 

/ < 

year old stonm;ch¢. ,Grin. Think I might ar:cange to go on vacation next T~to 
;./ 

Por mz'ny, perhaps for most, Tst ·r:as a very rwppy timeo For 
time in 3 years, the people of Qu.?ng ,,Jere ilhle to enjoy their traditional TBt 

festivities in peace. But for· poor Quy (rmember he had an uncle killsd last year nt T@t by 
a bomb and. he was shot in the by a sniper thj.s past year.) it 1-ras a sad time. It sserns 
that an aunt of tis 11as sl1ot and killed aYl f.merican soldie1· just a ds.y or hm bsfore TtL 
The au...n.t had. re-enh::red a free fire zone looking for rice stores (not too sure what it liaS 
she 1ms looking for) and v;as shot. 1'ihen Quy lias telling me this stol"'J on Tet eve, vlithout a 
bit of anger or rcncor in his voiceo •• only th:;,t of sorrovr.,.~ I was close td tears., He v:o-v.ld 
have been genuinely puzzled Y,.ad he lm.o;m that. Somehm<, O;J..y (end many others of our Vietl'.la­
mese friends here) fail to make the connection beh-1ecn us and the American military presenceo 
Its something I can never forgeto 

Guard dut7l ?. Shpd ~s. o 1 rr:i.li t~ ch.lj:y_: There 1:as .... nothing in my con tr 'ct that mentL:ned this 
sort of thing! 'J·ust to complic:,te at •;{t •• ·"·· fc-;"H the Q?,.C 'n:w broken j.nto 
for the se/.cond time in 3 months or so. r:c:ch tir.:e it at ni:".ht, each time en a v:osl-::-
end .:md. each t:ilne it -v;as into Lou 1 s tool rcomo This t:ir:,e it proved consiciera bly r:10re costly 
as more expensive tools and mx;:,plies i·mre taken., 1'he first time it happened 1 ''e 
to the hosnit::l drcd.nistrc-"tion about being lax in guarding the prcp,;rtyo Rmvevcr, I 
feel fairly sure thot the hosri t l guards &/or the ;;RVH soldiers an: the V'~ry oncs involved.. 
\'Je tho 1 t that 1-lOUld stop the pilfering but it dian 1 t • Vle CdUe to tho reluctant decision 
that 1-1e would have to hire a of our 01m but as no one 1vou.ld H:.nt to spent the nig)1ts of 
T~t there, we did it our selves., ';Je took turns, going in pairs and it vmsn't bad at all tho 
kinda spooky. SincE> then, our I): ti.ents lu;;ve moved into the hostel to sleep and Lou feels 
that their presence vrill be enough to prevent future thefts so 1·Ie have shelved the idea of r...ir­
ing a guard .. 

Hostel in use: Hot quite fi..'lished but due to circmnstances beyond our control, i'JC nm-: have 
about half of our pntients sleeping in it" A sudden increase in the incidence of Plat,ve rrade 
it necessary for us to move out of our half of the Pbgue ward. ;l. fact that did not displease 
our pdients., They just did n.ot like that plFce! Grino.... that time, Lou 1 s men hr:d the 
roof on the hostel ond the toilets in. So evsn tho the floors i.;ersn 1 t yet pom?ed, 1ve decided 
Hhy not •••• So about t.w vi:::cks ago all the m<:cle putients movedinto tl:e ne1,; Quaker hosbl and 
were as estatic as :i_f 1-re had just given thGm accomod:.tions at the Statler Hilton. G1·in ••.. 
It has worked out very 1'<'ell and hasn 1 t hindered pror;ress of the builciing nt alL, ItS really . , 
nice to fiP.ally huve that hostel. I :vronder how we ever got along without it. Nr. Bich keeps 
hopping from the hostel to Tarn Tru <md b;.1ck to all the patients ccounted foro Pm S1J.re 

he i\ill be vury glad when it is all finished and ue can collect all ou:r people in one place" 

Some vacationH Some of you closer to .Philly may have already heard that during Bev & Chuck's 
vacation to Ceylon, Bev ended up in the hospital" They hadn't been there more than a few 
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days \rhen she developed abdominal paino Subsequent surgery disci!libsed an ovarian cyst., Notl<.ing 
sermous but a lousy ·way to spcmd a vacation! \·rnile they vrere at it, they reflloved the appen­
dix tho it ~vas apparently hale & hearty., l·!e have h.ad a letter from Bev saying..,.,that she was 
f::cling better but vre've no idea yet when they -vrill be coming b.·ck to Q.ulng NgaL vie are all 

they go on and take more vacation to make up for the lost timeo 

0,')··e sick .list g;r:~yrs lonr.;.: Cb Van (ou.r pert and lovable F.To stuclent)has been out for a vreek 
1d"ch sorae sort of undiagnsised fever. Dro Bender examined her the day before heleft and tho't 
it mic:;ht be malaria but the smear turned out negative~ But vrhatever it i-ras, we 11ent to see 
hsr yesterday at her home and she 1-ras feeling fine again.. ¥iill be back on the job tomorrow 
morning ••• 

I~'tT. Ry •• Sobo .... He just has not. been feeling good for a long time despite being-on a 
dozen medications (exhaggeration~) or so for his ulcer~ Finally he did not shov1 up for 1-10rk 
on the 20th, a patlY.:tic note in via his wife,Chi -tiai.. She said: he was home erving 
and after reading his note, I could believe it. Poor g~q ~vas just fed up <·rith feE,lingv l01..i.sy 
or at best 1 half good and at the moment vras feeling t(->rrible., He conceded that the diet and 
nelications 1·reren't r;oing to v1ork and he asked m;c; to "help hrun decide about o I, too, 
felt he had sufferud long enough tho I wasn't about to make any such decision as if I could., 
But He 'tlfuipped him up to Chli lx;i the next day aftf;r Dro Bender had examined him and opined 
that the best 1Wuld be surge:ryo Pirst vre heard he vms to be op<.::rated on on last Tuesday, 
then we had a call from Chu L~;i saying he vould go to surgc:r.f on the 27th ••. But '>!<-) v1ent up to 
see him yestGrday to find his· op hc'ld b,;en put off once agdn due to lack of ChU' L7i 
j~,Hs been lots of battle casual ties. r.ov1, as fa:::- as 1·re knotr; Anh Ry v;ill go to surgery 
tor:orroH. l''or his S!:lke I sol '.'Je are SOl"ely him end I have accept,;d the fact 
that ·fre v:ill be i·:ithout his services for quite mvhile as he is scheduled. to co to Saigon on 
April 1st to spend tvm months in clint.: cal pr ctico. 'dith Judy Danielsen. l'ie 1 ll 1)e lucky to 
have him in shape to go theno 1\nd if you tbin1:: I'm tr.:ruo ... Don 1 t go m;ay yet., •• 

Ch~ -Bc;i? Ey 1 s i·Tife 9 l:.ad surc;ery on last ,,,edncscle.y i'or a neck hu::wro Dr., Eom:Ln operated 
; nd fcund. a fatty tUinor on one o:f the scalene had ssr:t a slice to tho 
lab for but we haven't heard vir,at the res\.tlts l-tere. 'l'he Vietnamese nurse insisted 
it -v~as benigh but sincE; the test '~<Tas not back yet 9 I put no taith in that pronuuncemento l·!e 
e.re keeping our fi:t:!.gors cross,e;d on that one. 

Then the res Tran •.•• Ou.r chertlbic storeman that 1ms hit by a truck at the end of Decem­
nor~ He ca..'lle back into us dny before yesterclay, hip spica and all in a lo.mbrotto..oOy vey! 

had routine films taken of ulna, femur :r:.d clavicleo The cl:wicle is healed and the 
ulna in good alignment and laying dovm callous but the femur did not look so hoto The two 

had over ridden by vllJat looked like an inch and there ims precious little callouso., 
So we called Hark Borocas (Dr. at Chu Lqi) and asked if ;1e could bring 'l'r&in up for an ortho­
pedic op1.n1.ono He said sure, so Pete, Bill Md I drove up vii th him in the volkr:nragen yesterdayo 
A D:::o Sullivan examined him und said he felt the alig:-illlent of the fenu.r was goodo HI was a 
bit non-plussed but listened carefully as he expLined that vdth femurs, you ,,:ere lucky to 

thnt good an alignment and vrith that over riding he would heal nice and strongo I stood 
silently thinking of all the 11horrible11 results I hod. r,;orked v1ith in the States -;'!ith straight 
pinned femurs t~nd 'IWndered ho':l I could have be":n so misinformed all these years. Grin• •. ~Jell, 
needless to say,I was not too impressed or happy Nith tr..is pro nouncement but he said he 1Wf..!ld 
rucast the arm and leg and stnd him bock to us in a couple of ~ayso I figured that could not 
bJ.t•t and soon Chuck vlill be back ahd can take charge of poor Trttn, Chuck may decid.e to send 
h:Lll to Danang for Dr. Jackson to operate on if he fc:eJ.s it necessary, 

I guess thats all the sick ones •.• Bv<::l·ybody on tlK) team is find ••. At least the last time 
I St''.i'i themo Grin., •• n vlo eli d. have one of the proBth,ctic tr; inees that 1'iaS tho It to have the 

but if th::t vm.s so, he is better by noiv" Can 1 t keep track of ell that goes on around 
ncr~:<> 

}i,:;:::-\t~ Trade f.g.r:t·.er:-Je~J._Qf!: Judy has ·,,ri'j::t.:::n that Dr 4 'I'hnch (of llHI) has nixed the trade of 
liro ii.y for ,Judy's hr. £uto Th"1ch say~~ it is illegal' (which I don 1 t believe for a moment) 

:mel states that if Buc 1·1ere to be killed uv here, he ('I"i1?ch) could be tl1rmm in prison •.•• 
Io;::,1;ash! 1\:rr:r .. -my, it is of no m::::tter •. ~Dr. 'l'rach has said no :.,nd that is that. Hovrever, he 
:" "'1• .,_.,.., ,,,1· 0u,ly rrPTeed to take l-ly so I Il2.V,; f O'llmied up 1·ri th a formal l::;tter .,._ h . .t.'~ 1"" .... ~; v ._.. (.,_ (__) 
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requesting that Anp: Ry study the 1st of ;:pril to the end of J!Iay. Now 'lve vrait to see what 
kind cf unswer 1ve get. If 11e approval (c;nd I think \W vdll), Judy ~<Till be iil_ of 
AnJ1 Ry's training. She has t<;> stay in country two 1-1eeks longer than · t>.ad· planned 
to accomodate us. PIT. would stay at the house and v!e vmuld continue his salary from 
this endo The lrRI would have no financial responsibility for him at ~11., 

.Quakes I1;ayx.: The collsctive team has broken dmm and bought themselves a yacht ••.• \'iell, it 
floats l! I think~ I 1ve never boen brave cnow;h to try it • Grin ••• The last h:o ~u..ndnys 
tho team had a ball rollicking about '.ITa Krufc River in craft, coapletely dwnfound-

the nativese \'i'e 1re going to have to run up a flag soon thol. The VoC. may recover 
senses in a vleek or so and decide it is sct'lething to shoot Grino •.. Its- sorta 

a canoe but broader in the mid-sectiono H<:de of bamboo, tar and metal sheeting" In the hot 
~·reather it will probably dissolve into a blaki-c ookJ blobo I 1m not at ,:;;ll sure that rdfin ph{ 
likes this ne1·1 mode of travel but he hasn't much choice as he has b~:tm conscrinted to man the 
tiller ( ~·rha ts that? •• ) 'firas a fair bargain •.• Betvre~m the lot of us, it didn 1 t ~ven cost a vrhole 
months squandero Grino o •• Nm-r vie are thin.ki:rtg of getting up a flotilla of rou..nd basket boats. 
Next comes a request for a helicopter so 1ve C<'m go ''(ti chdi·to L3 island., 

v 
\'!as sadly decided that it Houldn't be wise to hire 1mh An as our social \"lOrker as he 

vrould be drafted out from under us. Sigho o .Nm1 he is bLck in Saigon and as_ far 
as I knm·r back at schooL He had bGen of::::'ered a half time job -vrith the Asic-m social service 
but I don't knovr tf he took it or no to In the meantime, E.r. Eich and Brie have been interviei·l-

a number of older applicants th. t came in as a rcsul t of the radio ari_,'_1.\:lli1ccments., Last 
time I spoke to Eric 1 he suemed hopeful about some of Per1U:.'tps ¥le shall soon r..ave a 
real full t:i.Jne social I sure hope so! 

Em ~f\Ql Still sad to report that her father and her uncle have faded into the 
us in doubt as to what in heavens name we ~.re going to do with £.=u •• 

The coming of the social 'i-:o:rker vlill help as none cf us have the tiue to sit dovm and the 
straight of this story and then follmv up on it. not all is lost., This second delay 
haG gHen Quy time to take -f)au 1s apart and try for a better job on the 1:-.nees., 

Cr.i f.iai: Harg'JooChi Ivlai lost hsr to a landmine on 6j5/69 ••. She 1·cas disch. from Q.-itC on 
20/12769. Pete t:md Bill tooJ.c her home and they reported a re: lly sad scene.~ >·;hen they arrived • ., 
I 1ve asked Bill to write you about it but in essence <vhen arrived the husband of Chi 
Nai r:as there but almost tob::.lly ie,nored her. It did not look like she 11as going to hav~ a 
heppy future. 

Dro B:md~: Is gone and that was a short but happy associationo \fnat a gem he "l'msJ He was a 
pl:ysiatrist and literally flooded us 1..-ith patients. Almost exclusively as a result of his 
being here, >.;re are so busy that Bill and Er-y-1 are almost to the point of :b..aving to thi:n};:: about 
a vraitine; list.. I think he has set an irapressive example tr:at can't but have rubbed 
off on the vTatching Vietname;.w nurses and doctors. nmv their r,:ferrals vdll increase., 
Altho Dr q Bender knevr no Vietnamese, he W-l.S >vell liked and he -v;as very gentle and good vl'i th 
the p3 tients.; \'/onder the ;J.'iA has e.ny more at home like him??? 

Jack & Jill: Got your note for f-Ir. Ry Dnd delivered it to him in the hospital. ~ ch2ered 
him upo Has been great to h:.:ve the sever 1 not,Js from you recently. 'l'he job sounds good, 
Jack und so does the snow. Sigh ••.• 

pick & Cynthia: You making 
team descending on you one day. 
if not, know we recuiv?d it and 
steam, don't stop ••. tlrite again 

Black E~rth sound so attractive 
Hope to a chance to ans"Ner 

enjoyed it v:;ry much. Novr that 
soon., 

that you may have the entire 
your good letter soon. But 
ycu 1ve got up the head o' 

"PlyiP{'; :Nu.'1 ~oduc,m (!-:til?-~ vifl~.el_§: · ••• f!Iarge •• Qnly you could believe it. Sister Johanna 
set out for Saigon about 3 >·J(;eks ego >'lith fire in her eyes, saying she wasn't coming back un­
til she had wheelchairs. for her beloved paraso ''Nhere ya going ta get em, Gister? 11

, we askedo 
She had no idea but th t didn 1 t daUnt ~her., rilell, she got em •••• At \·lorld Vision! I told her 
she had so~d her soulJ to the devil for themo But her· typical re:::;ponse was,. 11 I 1m sure the 
Good Lord above v;ould forGiVe me for anything I had to do to get chairs for our patientso n 
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Yes, Sister, I'm su:co he vmuld, knowine it vras you~ Grin ••.• 'i"lhat a hullnbaloo •••. They had a 
ceremony yesterday to end all ccre;monies )'.'hile most of the Quakers viere crintsing behind doors 
for fear someone would think they had something to do ui tli it." I 1 fe2l fairly sure half the 
navy, amy cmd airfare:: vras out to 1:olcome 'the Saigon Hinister of. Ee::lth .cmd a herd of his 
exccs plus the usual complement of foreign and Vietn&'neso mi;~sionaries from Worlcl Visiono Eric 
1-rent to the ceremony and came back full of the great mi;:mionnry zeal tr;.&t had gone i:qto the 
talk:s to the poor innocrJnt putients • (I mean ::~ric told us nbout it but vras not c;mght up 
it., Grin •• ) All the pdient vmre handed tracts to read, presmnably as they tootle about in 
their nm·I shiny 1v<:rcst and " I would ir:.agine that the P'~tionts couldn 1 t care lec:so 
?:hey can use the tracts to start fires with but do have pretty no1<r chairs to sit and and 
thats all they care about. FLybe Sistr:r Jor.i.r::tnna is ~forld Vision is happy, the pati\tints 
are happy and certz,inly Sister Joht::nna is h9.ppy •.• And vrho is the ·Horse off for it???? 

Enough for tonight." o. Take care all of you an<i 1·rri te Nhen you get a cfl;,nce. 

Love, 

.. 


