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28 March, 1970
Dear Philly Folk:

Bet you don't know what toMOrTOW iSecscessedunday? Yes, bute..... Baster Sunday? Yeah,
but you don'ftie.c..  Land te the Tiller Day? Mo, 7n goof..That was day before yesterdayoe.
A birthday? Yezh, bule....Something special? BIGET.ve..0

A Yeddening Dav (siq}: Poor ole Easter Sunday has been completely upstaged by Bob snd Mar
wedding. At least in the minds of those of us out here, it has. Ve are envisionszing (?)
in minutest detgil the last minute agonies, Trustrationsg and comic opera...and enjoving it
very moch. Grine... Hope the team cable arrived in time snd in rsadable form. Vedding
gift follows..Wouldndt you lmow that we'd come up with something so unigque (shall we say
weird?) that ve couldn't possidbly have it to the newlyweds in time., Well, we've only had

st September! In all seriousness, we all regret not being able to =it in on this

t. Put at least we had the dam hol out here. We'll be thinikdng of you, Bob and
Marge, and wishing you all the best luck in the werld for a very happy and satisfying future

jow ]
tozcther.
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Speaking of weddinss: seves..oallo, guess I'd better not. later... Grin.

iedical bulletin: In glancing over the last Philly Folk letter, I see there were a lot of
people ailing or in the rrocess of recovering. All at the moment ere well,..Dev is fueling

like hszr old self tho some pounds lighter; for which shes not complaining...There nas been
no solid evidence that inh Ry's wife (Chi Dei) tumor was malignant tho it has been equally
impossible to prove it otherwise. Nothing to do but wailt and see what happens, The last
time I saw her, she was 'bone~thin! and locked very *tired. Xy, himself, is much better.
Would you believe tThat he presented himself back st work two wecks to the day after major
gbdominal surgery in Chu Lai? They did a vazotomy and a pyloreciony (did 1 spell those
right, Bac-Si Hai?) on him. Since the 16th of this month he has been worlking just in the
mornings and teaching, translating materials or studying oplye In the afternoons he was
supposed to go home and work at resting. Vaoet he actually did, I don't imow. Grin...2t any
rate he is feeling a lot betier since the surgery and is gradually learning what he can eat
and how much at any given time. Honday, he leaves for Saigon where he will be working at
NRI for the months of Lprdl snd Hey with Judy Denielsone 1 just hope the experience is
worthwhile for him. IHe is sort of the advance man for us and the inpressions he comss back
with will help us decide if we want to do the same thing with our girls when they finish
their years course here. 1I'm reglly zoing te feel his absence.

Fha Tro Ousrer: The Quaker dorm is essentiaily finished! Therce LAWD cheers for Lou snd
crev pleasel Its a beaut. The shutters are made of reddish brown wood and will be left a
natural color, iuch nicer locking than the horrible blues and groens around the other
bubldings., Its really quite & place. Two 20 bed wings, each with two toilets and two
showers. Theﬁ mursing office is bigger than we exvected with plenty of room to house the
new socigl workers desk as well as the nurscs. Big windows {lovely view out the back of
sunsets), wide veranda with sturdy roiling so the patients can walk or use wheelchairs in
safety. Two bunkers at each end of the wings....Pstlents have metal cote, sleeping nats,
mosquito nets and blankets...Soon won't need the latter... Lou is even pulting in & fish
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pond in front. Honest! Fow, if we can just convince the patients that it isn't , wrinal,
we are in business. Grin... At the moment, lir., Bich is in charge of the hostel-dorm in
addition to his other thousand and one jobs. Butfthat will soon change aSooeo.

Ve gotta nurse: Just foday, Erie end Lr. Bich chope a male nurse from a large group (117)
applicants. The name is Vo Dinh Phi and he will be starting with us on Honday next, He
apparently has part of one hand missing, comes from lr. Ry's refugee camp (Tu Lo) cnd las ime-
pressed Mr. Bich, Haven't yet met him. Nore details on him in next letter. The process of
selecting the nurse was involved and not without its traumas. Grin....Tnose of vou vho hove
been involved in hiring over here will wunderstand. The announcement that the Quakers were
looking for a nurse, went out and the applicants began to flocd in. MNr. Bich wrote up a
written exam (mostly essay questions) which was given to the arplicants a few days ago. As
you would expect, many of the applicants were “friends" of our employees or "friends cof
friends" and the usual pressures were brought to bearl Even bvefore the test was given, I,
Bich tcld of one bribve already offered him {for extra consieration Tor the job, ot mbre than
an hour after the exams were completed, a complaeint had been registered with Roger that v,
Rich had given the test answers to one of the mele applicants. (inswers to e essay cuestions )
That story was all over lhe QRC in 10 seconds flat =2nd such a hulabalool It
and compiicated and disgusting, it was hard not to siiher lauzh at it or let yourself get
angry and tell them all te go Jump in the river,  But thatsjust the uaj things are done
over here, Drfssuras For favoritism, lying, distortion of trutn Ng. e &1l part of

the dog eat dog struggle for jobs and salery. clgho...femtw§§~3:;> the man that vwas sslect-

~ .

ed was not the one that was accused of having the test answers anead of tiuwe.
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Also gotta social vorkers..sort of: Since I last wrote, we have hired g social worker. A
woman somevnere in ner 40s. lLarried to a teacher who is rnow in the army and has some iide
but how many escapes me rizht now. You really don‘* want o Imovw, o vou? Grine..der nam
is Ba Ty I em sorry to say, Ir. Zich is not "““L“S@u In his words, she ig “weal,
Weanﬂrg, progume, tnat shs i1s not forceful = gh or iz not shoving initive. 1 see very
little of her and none of ithat is when she is ﬂt work 50 T hove no naata Fa dudean Sueae 00
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i Buidll il LEL LML period 80 she misht not he moteincg Mf the ond of Lau Deitel. renler
are still out for a better cne,

Ir. Long's Botanical Gardens: Tdon't know how his patients are doing but you should
his Tlowers grow! In old Jos ton Compound, we now have the lovliest marigolds ]
and unknowns that you'd ever want to see, Very nice to lock at from the (RC.

The parapleric ward: Sighs....This next topic not guaranteed to make Hargs or Sister Jo-
hanna hapyy. Things are rapidly Lalling apart zpperently. Sister J. hedn't been out of
Quang Hgai 10 hours before Ba MHinh (head nurse) had issued the edict that "now that a1l the
- paras have whezelchairs, they can go home. By the tine we had pulled Bill and Yryl down off
the ceiling over that one, Bz Minh had gone one furthsr end decided....That if trey cenit
go home tney can go over to the Quaker hostel-dorme. Growle.... I'm not gquite sure how
Bill and Eryl handled it but neither threat was carried out. The patients are still on the
paraplegic ward. DBut the next thing that was done, was that on a friday, «ll the cethete
were pulled out of the patients. And with a weekend coming up, no c¢ne around to check for
bladder retention, etce... Bill got ahold of this one like a bone with a dog,...Went end
asked head nurse (Ho longer Huong, Marge...She was transferred to Pediatric...We think in
disgraoe'for something..) why no catheters? Nurse replies, “"No catheters in hospitel™, 211
oes to Pharmacy and asks, "Got catheters?". Reply is "Phai, got lots"... Eill returns to
nara ward ard tells, "Pharmacy got lots".  Hurse says no...And shows Bill her order blank
which was nmarked with "no goi"....Bill goes back to pharmacy and asks, "Sure you got?"
Angver was still affirmaéva and this time Bill zot a written and signsd statement to the
fact which he gave to the head nurse. Che 2till insists they have had no luck getiing them.
Sonewners we got the story that the catheters were being pilfsred frouthe pharmacy and sold
on the market downtown. Dlon't even kmow whore thet rumor come frowl Bill and .ryl folt
this mizht be just wnother picce of harassment to get rid of the paras. 1 don't lmowi Lhe
paras are not being bathed and are seldom getting decubitii dressed. Care definitely going
govmn hill, Sadeese
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Last of the mohicans: Cni Auen went first, then much later Chi Tu. Then Jjust a week after
Chi Tu, went Chi ITuocc. And she didn't go gracefully! Grin...O0f course, she had boen here

o

long.r than either of the other two and had the additicnal %5nulcap ¢f hnaving her husbend

s Ll
(Triem) vork for us, In the process she has beeone very spoiled end domincering with Triem.
She agso had become very adept at working us, cone azainst the Othbf, o get her own way. In

the past month or so we had gotton together and denicd her this priv1¢e6¢. She was told she
could not tale home sheets, matiress, hed pon ond a lot of other little items thet we huve
(and nced) in the center and that sent her into a good pout. At one point in her last week,
she sent us word (dcv1ovslv and via the {raﬁev1ne) that if we didn't give in o her on 2
lot of these points of nejotiation, she was going AO”P to Binh Son and toke Triem with her,
¥Well, of late we hwven't baen too satisfied vith Triem's work snd would not have wept salt
tears if he had ouit. So {(also via the devious grapev1ne) we sent she and Triem our bless—
ings and a fond £ that was what they wanted. We've learned to pliy the.gsme the
Vietnamese way! A5 we were fairly sure, she was bluifing and we heard no more about his
quitting, They found a compasritively nice house riziit behind the CORLS warchouse...Cement
floors, tile roof snd in a nealt cluster of homes. I haven't seen it vet so can't give wyou
too good a description. Will iatero Want o visit her tomorrov. '

Visited Chi Zusn a week or s0 ago and she 1s well, Pulting on a good bit of welght but
still able to get into her legs. She gays she is walking every day «nd she gays she is still
carrying on a small selling business from her houss. I'll have 1o see 1%t belsls 1 b Lisve
it very strongly. Vhen Chi Xuan tells ne gocod morning, I wonder if she is telling the truth.
Grin...lettin cynical arcn't I7

Iy three lovely stus: Are doing fiﬁ;, thank ycu. Tuyet about as prignant as one can get.
ir

It locks terrifying snd irreversible!l They are managing to digest some pretiy complicsted

naterial these days. Dlcocd circul &tlan, e resplratory syetem......You know, when I was in
college I was appalled uwhen the teuachers told us we ;hwd;& put in fowr hours of study at

Put T have just sat down endé fige
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ture Ior the girLsdld L' not sure wiat Ule @usSsiyge .45 ulelroli UUG wial Vel b iby o wwun o
think I like ité

Pry Deu has gone..: Finelly: Out of the blue an_.ar wanounced as before; papa showed up an
said he was ready to take her vack to the home, "Sure you g ”“d“ we tho't cymically to
ourselves end fully sxpectad to sse Duu on the porch the neyt 1 But lo and behold, ho
teok her. Sobees. It seems that tkcre has beon made noney ava llaDlO for her to study in
Guang Ugai so she may come bvack at a later dote for that purpose. Don't see why she cant

study in her home area. Ve miss her cheerful little face around the GHC.

Sed news: Doug Beane arnd his Vietnamese wife, Chi Hai, have lost their babfy. The little
£ entary {?}o Fortunately we hear that Chi kail

cirl was 14 wmonths and Gied in Saigon of dig
is presmant again. Hope all goes well for h

78

Anh An: He dod take the Job with Asian Christisn Service, half time :nd i inderstand is
not liking it at all. Hs is serving as an interprotor for en iustrailian girl and in's
command of English is not all that goocd. Poor guy. St1ll going to school but must make
some sort of decision re the Army cowme this June.

GRL leavine?: Thats & new rumor to us, Margy... Haven't heard a thing about it... Hope
not; thcy Just got hercoo..

Country garden in Tnedand: Jack & Jilll Vhat are you trying to do to usi? Oh the sound
of those birds and bells in your backvard. {ighes......Thet was -a vonderiul tape. You can
be sure I will gzo home via the Hichards aveiry. Vhats dugust »ch/ in Dngland? VWe'll do
our best to get all thoss nessages delivered dut you gre risht..It will be diificult. You'd
never know Bieh's dsughtore..Tall and so lovely...Grown up now and looxs like a real Co tho
she doesn't like us to call her anything but Hm...Bich should be having his 8th youngun
any day nov. ‘
And Tor this 28th day of March 1970....8muf said. Love to all,




