
SV-P #144 
Dear PP~lly Folks: 

18 Ju.l'le, 1 970 
Quang 1J e,-ai 

Once again, F~ to all ••• Lots of little items to bring you up to date on but at the mo­
ment I can 1 t think of anyt:r.ing earth sl1aking tl1a t b..as happened si..."'lce the last PF letter. 

£tw'1ker mobili tz: Has improved with the addition of one small "duck egg white" Honda truck to 
the stable. For those of J-•cu who may have been worrying about the crew that was to drive the 
new vehicle from Saigon to Quang Ngai; you can stop nmvo Lou, Lady and Pete did the hono:rs 
and made the trip with no rr~jor problems in three days. They left Saigon on a StL"'lday morning 
and plm·md through the heaV"J rains towards DaLat, afriving there just before dark. They were 
only slig1ty humiliated by r.aving to have a truck pull them out of the deep mud a couple of 
times. Guess those Honda trucks just aren't good "muddersu. 'l'hey stayed over night at the 
VUCS house in DaLat and the next LlOrr~ng pushed c;m to lilla T:ra:nc; i·T!1e1·e they spent that night 
also with vr:cs ••• (That nice seaside resort, Remember, Harge?) Tuesday,they ce.me rie.."lt on thru, 
coming in the Quang Hgai gate just in time for d.iY..ner arv1.Uld 6ish.; The little vehicle is great. o 

Tiny b-u.t strong and for the mihc.ent, sl1.arp looking. bver since it arrived, the poor old citroen 
and volk.s1·:agen have been cm-rering in a remote corner of the yard, feeling completely upstagedo 
Grino •• The citroen is he.nging on, but just barely. The v~; is deader than a doornail still, 
but its transplant has arrived and we hope Lou can once again breathe life into it. 

Personnel C'.nan,c;es: 'l1ri.s team is much like an amoeba ••• Constantly cM>__nging its shape e.nd coffi:­
position. At the end of this month we are facing sone·real trarunas. Eric is leaving us for 
good on the 28 of this month ••• We have been expecting tlus rr~t even so it is a hard fact to 
adjust to. Keith is also l0aving for home on the 28th of this month. This ~·re. did .D21 eXFCt 
to take pL'3.ce so suddenly and I just r.nven 1 t been able to make ruyself believe it yet. But 
11hile we ure eoing to miss :.~oth their personalities nnd 'Hilling hands greatly, they both are 
very ready to go. And for tr~t reason alone, I idll be glad to see them get on that plane on 
the 28th. They are going separate ways but should arrive back in Pluladelphia not too fer 
apart. aic is going to stop off in Korea and I thl...l1k Japa.."l and then head home via San Y:rrm­
cisco.K Eith heads for Hong Kong (I~hu thuong!) and rrill be there a bit before also headine for 
SF and Phil8U.elphia. So you all 1>rill be seeing them soon. Good ne'o'lS for you; sadness for us. 

Clark vrill be leaving sor:;e time in ~d-august or septembero l.Not sure of the date yet. \'ie 
have just heard that a Hike and Diane Jones from Hillsbourough in California ;-!ill be out to 
take over the Saigon job. In July we will be T:ielcomi!'.g Dave Baily ••. I think a::1 Oberlin grad 
and friend of Pete and. Eric and Qaybe Lady. He comes into a generalist position. 1;'\ 
New Blood: I've been dyi.-ng to tell you tlus ner:s for a long time but decided that it ·vo\lld be r() 
more descreet to hold off th'1til certain other people hadrJ~ui•d first. Grin •• But no"r I have per-, : ':.' 
mission to tell all. It all comes fro::n not listening to the pe:u:~s, of ~-Tisd.c:w coning from our " \V.~/ 
Phi11 v t'O'B!!l-rrr~t.:>R. vJe were w.q:rn.'?0 :not to let Dr., He!!kle and his ~m: wife work too d0o.:ely tc--- \ / 

" --- ~·i'' gether •. You knorr how furJ.D.Y we all tho't tr4t vras •• Grin ••• Well, turns out maybe we didil't. 
quite understand what Fr..illy was tr.:ring to tell us. 1-/hen we finally learned that Bev's fre­
quent periods of nausea e.r~ voniting weren't adhesions or amebiasis or heat reaction •••• Pete•s 
immediate reaction "ras, "'ilell, at least I vrcn't be the baby of the tee.rn anymore!" Gri.TJ. •••••• 
Yes, you've probably euessed it long ago. \IE are going to r.ave a BABY!~! The problem of a 
name r-18.s gone into Quaker Co:ill!li ttee but Chuck's pride keeps get tin::- in the •·my and I guess vre 
nave to concede that at least one of 11it's11 IlaLleS has to be Henkle. Ee .. just doesn't have tf'M'3.t 
communal s:pirit yet •• (Got lots of spirit tho)... T:'l.e estiDated date of arrival is C'.ctc-ber 
(how do 1. knm·r what day??!) and Bevy ;.rill co to Chu Lai and be delivered by an OE-Gl'N man up 
there. Follcwing that, TilE viill set about raising OUR baby ••• Can't you just see us having team 
meeting· and tr"'Jing to arrive at a "sense of the meeting11 about potty t:r-aining or sowe such. Grin ••• 
I'II really excited about the l·[hole t.hingG Don't lmm-r hm-1 Eric and Keith can stand to miss this 
big event. 

_!:nd in t~_ts cor~cr "t-;e heve: I:Z..&.llrs.IJ~uis Po I'J..tbic1:!'1, no1-1 rocclvmg cc.llers at 263 Fl'illn 3:Ji 
Che.u. Still iwven 1 t had t~1e big fornal like csremony up on ?u.C.Uha mountain but tl-;at e:Hai ts 
the arrival of Eryl's hom and sister on the 9th of July ••. Not sure of the exact date of the 
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Dam Ct!Oi but shortly thereafter. l:ea:r:l;l'.ile, back at the COh;pouncl, Lou and. Eryl have gone 
ahd tied tl1e la1ot via a ·civil ceremonJft l::.ere inQuanc- iilly day now, we beGin se::;·i: 
a little bit r.:::)re of th€m. Grin.... li.ll is Hell and as far as ue l.:nm'l' the:·e are no more 
"secret alliances" in the rlell .... Thats not ~'1Ctl;l the truth but I'm not at lib-
erty to say •••••• (so~ry Friends ••• ) 

Hike, ~liz & Ludrn.nn: S1.u-ely you all know by no>'l that the three j ourn8.lists (Hike Eorrovr, 
Eliz • .Pond end i1ichard :ud.ma11) have been released and a:.·e safe and ·'-'E'll. That rm.s ~t 
neviS ••• Eric sent off a cable soonest w·elcoming l·like back to this side ••. I til just too bad 
that the poor CBS fellows were lucky enough to be captured alive. Tb.is makes it look 
more hopeful for the rest of the newsmen still missing. Hake you homesick for the 11action", 
V~rge?? Grin •••• 

Social vrork students: The two young girls from Carita.s left us today. W'e are really goi!'l.g 
to miss their energetic r~ cheerful personalities around hereo 1ney seemingly did a fine 
job. If they b"''1d nothir>~ else on the b!.'.ll (and they did), their er:thus:iasn \Wuld h2ve 
carried them a long 'Hay. Eric formally presented them with certificates of appreciation 
today ajr, noon which ir.Jrlediately reduced one of thetll to tears. They return to Saigct}, to 
study ~until Cbtober at vrhich time they 'loTill be finished. One of them is toying Kith 
the idea of coruir.g b-ack up to Quang Ng-d.i to work with us. lie srUlll seee 

.Qb!aker :Ien.a.f.erie:, \ve still r.aven •t maiJ.[;'Ued to get the pony that Earge wanted or the ducks 
that Reg iiants or the bunnies that I'd like but on all other fronts we seem to be doing fine .. 
First it was old l,lt~ Phi (Definitely not yo1.1r kind of' dog, Jack!), Vietr.amese mutt ••• 
Tense, hyperactive (at times) and blind as a bat :i:n a hail storm ••••• Loving but at the same 
time1independent ••• Loves to go for rides in the citroen and will race you back. Getting 
a reputation about town as the fastest near-sighted hound on his four feet. Then there 
came Bac-Si; lur;:;!::erL"lg moose t:Y'"Pe anjn1Pl, all mouth and feet, lovi ... ng Eortirmer Sne::lre. type 
puppy •• At 3 is Beveral inches taller than Eein P.ni and na1y pot1.:1;is heavier •• ih.i. 1 s 
only defense norr is that he can outrun Bac-Si ~rithout even 'wrking up a s-v;eat. 'viell, 'briO 

dogs is fun •• '-de really enjoy tte!ll ••• :Eut the stravi that bro:re the car;:cl' s back ~·ras a co·x.pld 
mights ago •• Co Van (A.'~1h im' s friend) brought the tiniest grey kitten you ever savt to 
Roger. Both dogs went -vrild wd drove the kit behind the fridee for 24 hours.'.But afbr 
that the ldtty took over and in three days has both the dogs trained perfectly. Eac-Si pays 
it no attention whatever but Eein Phi is fascinated and I think rapidly falling in love 
with it (RrJl swears he has a very unhealthy attacru-nent to the lil ball of fur and w·ants 
nothing more tr.,tm to eat it. Grin •• ). But the two of them play together constantly <md I 
haven't seen any hind legs missing from the :Y.:i.t yet. This tiL1e I'll try not to poison the 
cat, Jill. Grin ••• 

Poor Pich lo2es amin: Robbe!"'J in Viet-nam is no news story, particularly of a honda. I 
would lilake a Hild gu.ess that dozvns of hcndas are stolen every day :i.n G;:u.ang Ngai. But none 
odr those coups can be as easy as it must h':lve been for the clever fellow that filched B:ich 1s 
honda out of' our yard in broad daylight. You just '\oTouldn't believe it. It ·~ma late morn­
ing •• Eaybe 11 or so. 1~. Bich was in the dining room discussing work problems with Eric 
and I "ii"BS also sitting in there \-rorking on lesson plans. Several other teams members <rere 
around •• It wasn't like the place \>las deserted. Anh Huor'-5 (the auto necr~nic) was cut in 
the yard working on one of ·the ailing veriicles., J;. strange young boy came to the doe-r and · 
came in. He asked Eric abcrut getting a job with Quaker Service. Brie taD::::ed to him a bit 
and I guess told him to go over to the cent,,r and fill out a a:pplication. The boy \<rent 
out and not 10 minutes later he r~d disappeared }dth Bich's Honda. Later we mar~ged to 
the story together. .Bich had the key to the honda in his pocket. Be is always meticulously 
careful. The boy had left his name and address (false) ldth Eric and then went out into 
the yard. He 'V1al.."l<ed to the gate and stood there a bit leanL"lg against a gate post, •• I saw 
him there and so did Lady as she drove in. ~~en he apparently went over to Ruong and told 
him that his brother had brought :his honda into the ya:::'d ( i<Jas Eich 1 s honda but Huons didn't 
know that) and cone off '!:ri th the keys. He Huong if he knew how to cross the 
wires to start it '1-iithcut the key. Good old helpful HucnG said he ciii and ''Ot it st.o~rted 

I • . . B~c·n cane out a nlinute right away. Then the boy took off a.nd we ve ne':er seen lllD s::;.n~e. _ ... 
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later and no honda. Groan •••• The poor ,.mechanic 1-ras htuniliated but it could have ha~:pr;ned 
to anyone, I guess. ~:ric and Bich took off jlJ!:tecliately in the car and drove almost as far 
as C'nu Lai, trying to find the follow but there ¥las little chance o!' that. Later Eich and 
Lou went over to report it to :the police and found that this particular fellow ·Has Fell 
known for his clever thefts and had been arrested before. =ven so, they shcw"Bd little in­
terest in doing a.l1ything 8bout it ar:d I doubt t:b.at Er. Bich stands a chance of getting it 
back. 

Quy. the soldi,e£: Just a few more days left for Quy and he is really svteating. He is leav­
ing here on the 29th end I guess will go to DaUang for training. Lou will start proceedings 
soon to request his return to us after the basic training but after the experience of 
Duong and An, its hard to be optimistic. One of the other prosthetic trainees is going 
with him but can't think of r~s name right at the moment. 

G-ood bu:::-irlt::ss to t1ir,e ,t1J.e. l!f-J;.d:i~rce:pTj.ed. : 
have just added tHo more e.nputees to our 
our battillg average better or norse? \'le 

to me I h!IV<S; hea'd that said SO:ilt:iidle::.·e ••• i!e 
staff and are about to fire one ••• Does t:b..at :cake 
hired Hr. Da, a single above knee amputee, as 

night 1':~tcl"L'!lan of the hostel but l1e- hr~r~ t:::::~ .. n-::d c~,_;:t to 1::c lr:ss t:'1re1 s·-e. 
so it looks Hke he will be leaving soon. He caused sometrdng of a moral diler·.na in our 
ranks as just bGfore it vras decided that he uould have to go, he :tnvi ted Eric, Keith and 
some of the others to a feast at his house. \•!ell, lawi-dng that we ¥rere e;oing to sack :r.im, 
should one go to the feast or not! Grin .... such a decision. It Has finally decided t:b..c-:.t the 
invited 'Y10uld go and· the firing postponed a v1eek. · 

One of the nevlly hi:r·ed r,ras an amputee ·Hho l'>.ad already trained as a prosthetic te:clLl"lician 
in Saigon and hs.d "florkod at the re1mb. ·center in Daliang for a'I'Ihile.. It tun:s out tl::Dt he 
had been let go fron c,ue to 1.mpoyular (and ur.l!c:alth:,r??) rolitical convicticr.s or srue 
such thing. ';i e hired hin., • :~ahu:ally! ! Grin. • • • l'hcm ::motl:eJ.' ',-;ho he.C'c 
received his artificial h,g •ms signed on as a ne¥; student of prosthetics. He is just start­
inc and H.oger hopes to Le.ve l:irr1 to n lev•.::l of pro:f.i.cicmcy '\~i~Dre ho c::cn funcEo:1 :-::. t~1 the 
help of the more expe:_'i<ncsd. by the tiso Roeer baves i::1 \lith I,ieu, that 
nakes 3 technicians that are amputees. '.:e are sneakine u.p to that quota ••• 

Chuck, t,r.n SurgeO)l: \:o;;, tJ:'1...is fellm·r :really puts out. Beir.r· constantly frustrated at being 
v;hble to scherJ.ule an operating theatre for :·:is elective sur~;·.xry, he rc-v,:m·,ped his little 

office a bit <md is nm-1 cloing most of his surgery there lr:i.th ::.r. Bich 1 s help. .A.r:.yth.i.:.1g that 
can be done under local or spinal anesthetic goes. Skin f~::;n:---ts, rc;"',;iciorls, e:zci:sicrLS, 
tenson rele::1ses ••• Its exciting. Dill and i:r-.tl meet U!J Hi th a problt:;m vith one of tl:.eir 
patients that is holding up progress ••• They snap their fingers twice &~d presto ••• ~nuck 
takes care of it. Grin •• \'!ell, its not quite that easy but alnosto Bev is cheif r:u:-se lei th 
the blood pressure cuff, etc and Bich is assisting in so::;;; cases. Ee is even doir;.g <:::Lin 
grafts now and C'nuck lets him sew up a lot of the cases., Bich, of course, is en,jO"tir~~ all 
this trer::endously and E:r. Ry is just a mite jealous. Grin ••• ·1ihen C'nuck is going to operate 
in his office, he a.11d Bev ma.'!.ce up the pack of instrunents and drapes and 1-1hat not and. send 
it to the main building to be sterilized. :E'he office has been screened well a.""...d a tibht 
door between the P.T. dept and the office. Triem has special inst!"''..lctions to scru'tl the 
ntheatre" down 1·rith antiseptic each day ••• Sc.'ITI.etimes he even~ it+ Grin ••• TJ:1ir.-€S !'.ave 
~rorked ott very ~.;ell and at alraost no outlay of money for extra eq'lripment. Chuck h.as 
proven a past master at worming his way into the warehouse and fir.ding anything he neeis. 

Enough for this \-reek, .?riends •••• Sure 1-rould be nice to hear fron some of :vc,u. Al1.e:1 ••• 
Old fait:t.t:fuls are excepted. from that nasty remark. Grin ••• Take good care of yourselves ••• 

Love, 


