
A voice from Quang _._, Vietnam calls out on this 
22nd day of September, 1968, to be heard by so 
n1any good friends left so far· behind in ·another l2nd. ~. 

A voice cries out of m~my things; so strange, so 
brutal, so incomprehensible to those living in a world 
of a happier brand ... 

A voice rei sed in fervent: hope that loved ones will 
1 is ten Hell and to 'lnderstand ... 

Such are my feel as I start off on Netvsletter #2. There is so much I vJant to 
share '"ith you but so 1 ittle time to put it dov.'ll on paper in the detail that I 'i\'ould 
like. I came back to Vietnam determined that I Hould 'I·Jrite the ne'tvsle.tters from here 
rather than asking my rr.other to excerpt from my letters home but I may yet have to fall 
b.o,ck on her literary support to Nord to you as often as I -v.rould like. Ho·wever, in 
as much as I can these Hill be first hand report.s of the life surrounding and invo'l vl.rig 
the Quakers. in Vietnam. 

Some of my readers will have to bear ~A7 it:h a little repetition. But on the other 
har-;d, there may well be in this neHslettar that didn't come through in other 
lett·2.rs written to you. 1.1:, hoHever, this S(:ocond dose of reporting becomes too tedious 
for you, permission is granted for cancellation of your subscription. (grin) In a 
more serious vein I would ask that of ;:ihat appears in these. ne~vsletters be printed 
else.Hhe.re uithout the. consent of tion.al Services Division of the American 
Friends Service Committee in Philadelphia. 

'.!:here's 1 ittle. need, I'm sure, to say hm·l Honderful it is to be. back in Quang Ngai 
'>:~:ere the need is so ovenvhe.lming and obvious. In some respect:s I found things very 
fc:,liliar to me but at the same time Has shocked by the change in the "city" and the faces 
of its people. The first few days ~,Jere happy ones and sad. Joyfully gree.t.ing old friends, 

ts, er::ploye.e.s \·lb.o had "made it" through the bad days early in 1968 and learning of 
~~c.o:::e ~'ho didn't. Find amputees, ~vho had just begun their prosthetic fittings before. 
the; '68 TET holidays to be left staring Hisi::fully and in bitter disappointment at the 

locked doors of the Quaker Rehabilitation Center, straggling back in as the ~11ord got 
aro1.md that the Quakers \vere. back in business. 

The changes of Hhich I speak Here not all as obvious 
Cel·tina tvire strung the roads ar,d around build 0 

verted to mine fields ... So:ue. v7ere ~;ru.ch more nebulous ·:[·:-::.~: 

fo:c one VIho h2d been here before. ,The people sec: 

as tf:_e ~iles and miles of 
·· ce. paddies no\·J 

still carried " 
have a grim 
y tasks. Li::: 

c.o n-

ex~ec~a~cy about them. 
to go o~ as usual if 
DO nOH do 

c:s they go to and 1: 
···vive but it goes CL 

.ce. small "banh mi day'· 

~se and ele.ctr __ ~~ 

.. ::.g their pungerrt 
:i.o&·;es o::: ·c:;;::eaa up and .. -:;i Chau road nor the tc::::.n call out "Pho" to anc-"ot.:ccce 
t.he. 2.rriv;=~.c. of ti>.e. hot noocl ~.=.:0:1. I had been here a .;.;reek before I noticed this ac-.c 
the. sile:.,-:c~ in the roads afte.:c ·::he 8 p.m. curfew. The child ·en noH are ke.pt inside ·~he 

huts :Zo ~ most in <::~'.e. and He. miss the. sound of their boisterous ay. 
t use.ci on until ate at night. The city seems to crouch silently after darkness 

i:c.lls; dar to stir until the first rooster crow notifies us that another night 
n.c.s 'J£..SScG Hithout an attacK and 1:11e. can up and go to ,.;ork in comparative safety . 

.. ::e. Lospital grounds themselves have taken on the appearance of a battlefield. 
Z trenches have. been dug and· raultiple numbers of bunkers appear in what are 
sc.p;:;ose.Ci to be. strategic points. There. are occasional one-man foxholes dotted around 
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the grounds collecting trash, r and hu:-nan c:{creta as do t::.c trenches c~nd b'.1nl~e.rs. 

I can't anyone foolish -co into one in the d<:.rk. ( ) l·1uch to ot:r 
dism::-,y, tuo of those fox holes appeared one :::o near the front of the. rehabilitation 
center. Strange as it may seem those. h·;o holes seem to be fil up faster th;;m soce 
of the others. I knoH every 1:ime I p2ss them on my to \·iork I seem to sturable a bit 
and dirt inadvertently l\lust clean t~tat out some day. (grin) l'lost of tLe 
Hard build s are around some of t:::e \vindoHs t a slit for f 
from and the porches and end rooms half filled with sandbags. Armed s roam the t.os.-· 
pi tal the day. .b~~t n Gu~ss it depends on 
\vhere their allegiance. 1 

As arL e. ·- ~~ v:-:2. L the. ironies of this cnb2lie'(..:£:.ble ·h1D.r, take last n ts 
attack. Se.vecal \Vee.:~s Oac}.~ a r:ine. n1an patro~ of Vi2.t Cong in.vaCed tl~Lc hospital grounds 
do rro damage but c_::::.mid.:::.ting some of the ients in a:l 2 fort to get some ir~forma­

tion. T:C:ere apparently Hasn't a shot fired and the hospital adrr,inistratiori an0ounced 
that, as a ::esult, had increased their hospital secur ly cor:tple.tely 
surrot:n~~ng it with barbed wire and increas the guard. a 30 man V.C. 
pat:ro l. s·;.·arr,,ed all over the hospital grounds. Only one rose t:p to defend -cne. ace 
appa:-er.tly and the V.C. shot him on the spot. Then they proceeded to t&ke some rr.edica­
tior,s f::-om the burn ·oard and planted a plastic bomb :·.nder one of the ho spi·tal 's 2mbu-
lances a:1C. bleH it into a thousand ces. One of tl1ose pieces pierced the roof of 
the po on the rehabilitation center but did ao other Th.is is not particularly 
an isolate.d incident. The ease tvith which th<~ NFL troops carry off their maneuvers 
arouu.ci here makes one really \·JOnder hm·J oany Soutll Viet;1mrcese govermrcent sympathi-
zers there are in this large province. 

Since. I arrived 
attacks on the city. 

back i:1 on 
1.1ith those 

t 13th 
are. 

vJe · h.avc 
., 
l 

~:.2-::1 four or five wajor 
~ probing ~ttacka to 

constc.ntly remind us ._._ . .=.,;... h.asn' t gone 2.5.·Jay w 

1 u~--k 
The. loc::•.l uilitary intell 

h.s.s tcld us tha·t there. "'- 2-~-~-~~i.:r.e l\Vl'..._ :regin~e:::tt: within tiozc.n or so niles 
he::-e b:.:-cd that they have: _)_-_;: g::- ic evidence of 
·r:cue. or t? i,lho kno~\1 S? -~ don r.t doubt it a bit 

Russian-rcade tanks in tl:e. area 2,S ~:2-:L 1. 
nor do I dou"':Jf th,:..t if tl"Lc l'~FL 2.:-~C: tt"~ 

:'-JVA ';::::-c;~; -.s \·ranted ·-::o ·.:.;::.:::e. they could do it 2nd hold c:he city fo:::- g·:::>od 
pe:::-ioc ime. At .;.2ast until the U.S. poured h1.1ndreds m.ore troops in here to "re-
l oe;:: ·:~·-e Its f to say that Quang Ngai is unJer a ::::t2.te aild for 
2.\·.'hile. .. -,e. seige consisted of more "chan i.Jar. Here I'd li1:s to i:1::..e:.r"c·a 
frow or:2:. of my letters horr..e. .... \vritten on ·August 26th .. 

cuot2. 

"··:·!:1en I say DRY folks, I'm not just· talking: Tn""· only 1:'>'2.'.: 

and acout t\vo feet at the bottom of our very cruddy ;,7cll. ~·Ti;.cH; 

the same. The only thing it ain't ct the mou:ent is 
has failed. Since 20th t~e e.~ 

t on scattered Hells Hith precious little Hater in 
~~at ion is critical for most and de for many. 

l count on sufficient supply of canned bacr 

2. round t.::: re. is n12. 

pulation has b~en 
~':..f!::er jus:. 

of 1.·72-- n:Eore 
SO{t 

tt can 

ack of fluids. It takes little inatioil ;::_:, v::.s:.:c:,.ciz~ the. :,--_ h:?.re 
as :.cc _s corc.pounded by incl-eased casual ties, cut off s, vicious heat :~.-.C. 

n ~Y attacks or at leas".: the threat of attacks. Th2. ho s compl H:::.tl:o·c:.t 
Ha:te;:: a.nd r-,as been r s._x o seven days no;,v. 'He have a \•Jell c.t t~-,c rehab. certtc:::- 'lvith 
Hhat Lou estimates to be t:ce. 2 feet of Y • .Jater that fortunately maint.:::.ins it;::;elf .sc: that 
leve. Emv long the. Hc.·::c c..:&.bles ':Jill hold is a matter for specul tion. Tl:e e.' 
anc': ~icularly the pa .·.:s, are the effects of dehydration. ·\·le. 'lvonder, even 
Hitn tl:e.ir years of e.xpe_._c,L:ce, hovJ long they could hold out lvithou'· \·?atcr. An increase 
in disease is bound to ,-;,;:::_::c, ·c,le diminish supply of potable 'l;v&ter. The nurses Zron 
the hospital have bee;: cc to us in despair (U.S. AID nurses, that is), to 
share our meagre suppiy ... \·7e'll share it as far as it 'lvill go but it's not to 
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2 ven ;:r,ake a dent in their needs. Can, you ine. a 4L~O-be.d hospital xvith v1ell over 
pcr:ie.nts 1.vith no Hater? No toilet facilities as usual and the incinerator our boys 

550 
re­
all for them useless ag<~in. They have n::sor·ced to d ing a huge. pit and burn 

their trash. uble is, that they don't burn it often enough. 

For a fe'\v days after the r,.;ater stopped in the· s, \ve. kept our well top 
explosions or foul play by 10 ..... :gee.l this probaOly \·JaS ·a disruption in 

rrlle t i:ne 
and 
rela:cive.s 

and a shon: te I \vrote in 22: (Not having 
do here. at 

'..:.li·:: it '"e&ves r:mch to be desired. 
_out to c>.e. 
to the 1,;e ll 

ll wit~ a bucket on 
so all the 7::0\/ 

a long rope 
ie.nts and 
kettle, boil-

the h'S:~e.=- ~or f i\t\~ r.::._,_, __ :c s : ~ ::oo .L eno to use 
for a pa,;c 

for 2. 

t<Iater 
idly 

ale .. 

as 

s ·:·''"'' efficient but that is '>·Jhat v1e have tc :-~:.: Hith for the 
i,,,_,,·;:s are to go Hithout hot soaks 0 sven having 
there simply isn't eno to gc It i.s pc:.~e HELL ing 

It is so easy ·c.o 
your back turned. No body teas 

fo 
more than 

must go for G. The patients are 
I had just left 

s l~,ave to be con­
Hell 

the bare minimum of 

center door I noticed a 1 ittle bl u:::- s 

hot and filthy ar.d rap­
water on to boil. As 

be}:Li.:,d rs.e. It took rr-.e 
t~~,e,_~, usual to get to -the s.tove 2-nd quite &\·Jhile; to ::e:.r into the kettle. .. 

P.s I \·Jas "c:1-us <?Ccupie.d I casuc.l leo out the v.;rit:.do'tv .. ajout twenty feet 
ly small car-t of 

stolen Hater over l1er her J.-,e:- spare hand. 
For one mo:nent sl-:.e cool .sgain and comparatively clea:c. ':l:1e last bit in 

can sr.e ~:1.ced as I thought of contaminatior, in t:.:-~at ivell. 
:~ecess ivatic ;:-.:.e re2l ingenuity. This 1 ittle gal, six or .So, had 
t2k2n off h2r clothes a:1d stood on them as she took her bath. i>·.fterwards she Hruc,g 
t'iem out and re-dressed. ~-~o, not clean by anyone's standards, but at least cool and 
sosew;-,at fr·esi1er. I nate to think of 1:·Jhat an extended drought vJill mean to these people. 
Once :I am reminded aneu of hm:v much for granted He take the simple turning on of 
a faucet, tl:,e instant supply of "safe" water, the flush of a toilet, plenty of soap 
... all oac:;: in the sophisticated Hor:ld. There's no ·such assurance: here.) 

Hc<-;evcr, the tvater shortage is just one of Quang Ngai' s currant threats. I'm sure 
that ti.l.e i12.\·Jspe.pers he.ve been filled Hith stories of the reneHed offensive over her-e. 

.P-... t least i::op2. they are. He are guessing that Quang.Ngai isn't the only part of the 
cc ":-~c.t no ne;t·lS has filtered in other than 3ohn's repo of 
simulta~ao~s attacks After I arrived back here I was struck by the contrast 
betl.;ee.~ .. ~~-~2. irLcre.ased ,r;1il presence and foitifications and tL-Le extreri:e ·quietness_-. 
The E &. :;: ·~he.rassment ar:d int:erC:i_ction) fire that \vas with us eve~y night last year is 
a ·::,.a and tL1ere. i.<Jas l ittle.or nothing to disturb oc_::.- n ts sieep. This 

.~~e but :ct period of quiet vJas illusory. Ngai received 
a e;c:.rly on. 23rd day of Aug71St. r.lcl".f.:. :.; CJY way I can' des 

have. no 

-; . - ~ 

ar~G ;_.J:_.:.a. 

troops e:.nG 
eta 

tl:at there 

I's sure those of 

. is 
s. Any iGg the pla:-,s, 

around are speculation. \-!:2. 
on other than h'ord of mo reports, observatic:-1 

ycu v1ho have lived through a vmr situation lcnoH hoH fast 
tr.e s . 1.s. real. Quang us its collective ARliN 

c_ll ied troops, is o;-c the defensive. It seems obvious that ,.;e are not only 
su:crounr::.e.d but ·::no roughly infiltrated by the "enemy". (Grin) He suspect 
are large numbers o£ North Vietnamese troops in the area as well as the 



us Viet Cong. 

2 3rd , l : 30 -. 
t:lo:re i:-t the. ne .. xt six 
bub of 21il activ 

obvious s~1at the Viet 
Al the concuss 
house I ~~ew the f 
I tried re it 
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just so I don't anything, let me refer to the. journal 

oL.t in 

has be hit and hit hard. The prospects for 
ce.r~ain. I reac last night later than usual. The hub-
the. stcee.,L. ~,;c:r~·"l ~t. cot:duci·ve to and neither was the. 

store., I ,.;ould i' :':v"' a :Eevl Hinks while I could. 
y ~uiet b1.:.t by midn it was 

in 
;;.des and c::1e 1 ike were shaking the 

rt(: ·~ t~-;_e airs -.~:c ~ _. soG:le t\.·Jo ~~o tCtree miles at.:;ay. So 
s ''-ep. But it ~vas impossi·o::.e. r:he ruckus kept getting 

oO.: us ever ~co sleep. 1: 30 a. m foun.d both Lou and I -:>.c.::: nervously out-
s l.Cie to decide t·J~:.etlle:- it tvas bad eno t:c rcove ·co the main t .. ouse where one inner 
room :c.s etely sand as our "bunker". Cc Csm Van (Vietnatc-,c;:.se. CDCC ) v1as 
really :'r- tened and \·7as il"<.Iddled e.ndet' her sheet in the room next to mine. She and I 
are qu::~--ce.red upstairs in ?ixton Hall anc~ Lou bunks downstairs. Lou ar:d I concluded, 
r::,uch to our later, that most o the firing T.·Jas outgoing ... from friendly ARVN ae1d 
U.S. gur1s. J:.7oisy, but not necessarily us. \.1e decided to go back to bed and try 
to some sleep, feel that the VC t harass I stopped in Co Cam Van's 
rooF, to reassure her and then 'i.vent back to bed. The noise was steadily increasing. The 
concussions of the sions >:vere shak the wto le build About 2: 30 a.m. the 

lurched to an ear-splitt blast and alarm cloc:c fle·H off the footlocker by 
my ted. A heavy bomb from a U.S. ane had hit c s,::; , ;,;rhich gave us our first 
clce that the VC ( r NVA troops) t<Jere close O£' __ c;:"'"'".!.~/ :_;-. t:he town. He to 
realize thc:.t the VC mortars were "wal in closer ar:d close~ a;-,d the U.S. bombs \..'ere 
pursu About l 0 minutes later a trer.:lendoe.s series of sions went off seem-

in our ear. The shells \<Jere nm·J dropping r inca top of us. \Eth that 
realization 1 rolled to tl:.e floor and under the bed in one quick r::otion. As I cid so 

scre.en door to my roon ble.H in and slarn::ned against the wall. '::'::at series of blasts 
Here t:he of a rip-ro ar:ing '1attle. As soon as our voices coe.ld be heard, lou 
acd I ye led to each other -w find out if the o-cher •vas ok- and 'lvhen I called to Co Cam 
V&.n: got a and terrified ''Da, ok". I didn't know how to say "stay " ir>. 
Vietnai?.;ese so just prayed ti:1at she woul(J. For 15 or 20 solid minutes mortar after rr:or-
tar- cac-;::e. in ... spray ti.1e build '17ith metal fragments. Unbelievably, the houses took 
r.o direct hits all night: All of the A"::Z'VI~ c:.,:tillery emplacements Here firing as fast 
s.s could re-load. ARVN mortar tubes Herc-o set up all over the street out i[]_·front 
anci dozens of rounds J)er minute. Those tubes must have.beeet red hot . 
.L <:: \·Jas ~' cacophony of war and deaLt. The night seemed to fairly shriek with 
ha-ce L-~ -~error. \•lhen \:e. could hear, other sounds forced their way through to our con-

:..:s .. :=c s ... baties cry , cogs bark or yelping from terror, roosters crowing their 
pr:O c~e _ men yell own harsh and shallO\\f breathing in the dust under the bed. 
Bulle'c: ;-,.=.:ll s and \..'ere whizz everY'>Jhere. As Martha Fort mentioned in her 

o= imilar att2..ck, I Y.Jondered ·if anyone k1:1etv what he. ~vas·· shooting at~ They see:w.ed 
to t:e. i:-, c.tsolute paccic c.nd <;;;ere fir in all directions a:-cd 2.1: anything that r.:oved. It 
uas br ": as day oLtsice. from the flare.s they kept fir oE:~ .r:r:.d later were drop?ed 
from. a s~~12ll ane.. 

Finc.l the.::-e '~"' :-ie.f lull in which Lou yelled that he Has going to mc.~-:2."' 

run for i.t c.r:d get r.:.·~::. house unlocked so we coe.ld get into the bunker. "Yoc ~:;.:o 

corr:e \>Jhen :,pu can, Dot," r,e caJled. Another spate of firing forced rr.o back into -.:he 
de.st (mcst remembe.r to cle.an my room more often!) for 10 minutes or so. I prayec fer-
vently Lou had made it across the yard. After a particularly vicious blast, I 
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called to Co Cam Van, "O.K., Cmu Van, O.K.?" 
tho I was call ·her to rnake. a da~;~L for 
\V'atch.ing 
n:an-kill 
orange. 1 

\-Jith horror c.s Cam Van streak<~d past 
hail of bullets and 
of the. flares~ I 

ne·ver make it. 0 P. ... fev..r min.u·te.s· later ti~:.(~ r::<)S 

• * • Lou 1.~ras call i~g that he a.;::G Cau1 \fn.n 1;ve.1~e. 

loDely t~:v~nty n1inutes -b'e.i:o:--e. ... :.. cn.ti..t?. :.:ed 
Th;:.-ee. s I rolled th~:: ~Jed 

blasts dro·ve rne back Ul1C.2:-· _ p:...~utection .. 
c·7ar.t to, orrce out on 
open doo:c\vay. I \Vaite.G 

,_I'h.e poor 
the house. The 

in her terror and confusion 
next thing I knew ... I \·Jas 

door h·c.ad for tile stairs, thro a 
in the brilliant 

::.;~ad in my arms and groaned, "Oh Cod, she'll 
11de.d:u1 sound in the •.;rorld broke through 

and safe. It ,was a mighty 
for me to nake my run for it. 

leg brace and three times 
,_ L:.::Jve as fast as I would 

o:-t and crat·Jleo near the 
t~1o se tr 

soldiers needed was to ~~e do\vn t~"lC "CC.l.;.: T~:e ·::.o ~c came-... P ... ND I RA.N~!! 

There's nothing r.ve 
far as :::lla covered 
to the. ::12. in house .. 

f ~ '- .~ _;; 
l.~~~-~~ can't: do if ,,ra're scared enc (grin) Hade it as 

and s there for a bit and the.:-; ,:.ade the final sprint 

In the bunker >.ve (Lou, Cam Van and I \.:are the only ones here) slumped doi·m against 
the s and stared at each other Iilith glaze.d expressions. The battle raged until 
5:30 or 6:00. Relico r gunships (Puff the c Dragon, they call them~) that fire 
4000 rounds a minute had come in and v.:ere bel forth red mol ten death. Lou and I 

ups s for a look at these military monsters and it w2.s a revolting s that 
never fo Small planes were dropp flare after flare,. big planes spev1ing 

their bombs from gap ·black bellies ... thousands of tracer bullets stitched the black 
velvet sky in beautiful It \:Jas beaut:i-fcl, terrifying, sickening ... It \vas a 

tlilare! In my mind I screaming, "There c::_~a peop e out there you fools: Stop 

ter ;:md cla\·m bra ;-:g, Lou and I went outside 
to the ::rant Cl:au road in. disbelief .. t~Je. sa\V no 
to s of, no of ris like t.Jraiths out 
of the~r b~nkers their day's 1:-1ork as if no unusual had hap-

by c 

of 

now I 

Cl cc 

tho maybe t.;re had dre2.med it all. But \.Je hadn't 
of darnage done, there are ·plenty of bodies. None 

our front at that rwrr.ent. Lou estimated 
st1ells had corr,e it1 within 150 

·c ~1e \,;-o 1..md ed and de ad to strc2n1 
of o~r house. As \·12. stood by 

by in vehicles of all kinds 
;:o~_ c'ie hospita":.. J:'he city, shaking off the numbing shock of the night, Has begin-

-~ "ic:k her 1-~cunds ·arrd ·start moving arouad. Only no'v Here \·Je beginning to hear 
t :.as of and grief from ti;.e stunned e. This of the bereaved ana 
s;.:f~ .::::.r.g Has in Hith the traffic of people calmly and dispassionately go to 
,.:o .:_ .. Bullets \-Jere still or,1inously around. Ba Nuoi CoThanh (our t\,-o 
ho·c.se.::"?:epe.rs -- one very marched resol~tely through our gate only a fe1.; rdn-
utes te.r their usud time, looking grim e.nd nervous but determined carry or-: bus 
ness as usual. Lou anc l looked at each other, "'''d decided \oe could co :~c 

less t:.can these patient and long-suffering folk. !:7e. dc---::::_c.e.d that I \vould to go tl-:c: hos-
tai. to see if I cou:i.d help Hith the casualties and he u::::l sec: if he could d:~ive 

Co Cara Van thro to the CuCC to open .it up for the c::c:L.cc.. He. found the CDCC \.Jas 
ok ... LO danage bu'c:, L:~de.rstandably, no children shoHed U~). 

I took a dee? ...,_, .:~;. as I >valked through the onto Phan Boi Chau road. Fol-
the. example o'i: ·c._.c. :::.:cave and stoic tmvn people (didn't carry it off as \ve:i.l as 

tho ... Hith me :.c3 ALL sham ... grin) and ignor t:he random bulle. ts and ex-
plosions I vJe11t · directl.J the hospital. Patients were pour in. It Has before 
8:00 a.ra. and no doctors ':·;::ore on duty ... as usual;; There \.Jas only one medical layman 
the.re, looking as if he \vas about to do something, and a handful of Vietnamese nurses 
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~~ho looked as if they 1:eren 't about to l .. ll the people I saw ~·Jere badly hurt. 
Thre.e bodies came in Hhile I \·:as stand tncre. I vJent to r:he emergency area and looked 
for s, disinfectant and the like. The Has nothing there but dead, 1.munded ar .. d 
t:.ne relatives. I had no to l·:ork c·Jith and couldn't do a for them. 
'I' he. re \\.1.:3. s n ' t a of water to offer them, even. 
ages and medications in ece de 

see 

I tlc.ci exhc:.uste.d my ovm supply of band­
t: tne day before. Literally sick 

to my stomach, I cam hor.:e after che ·:.:> .. c::-::e h::d beer. any damage to the Rehab. 
CentC'l."'.. There 'hadn r t be.\?.rt &:"ld a nULTtber of our :;ere :::ill around, vlor:dering if 

to open .. no ~L n I certai~1ly :~ive the patients assur-
ance that \·J2. \·Jeren' t go : out c:r: Quang ·:l~ .. -~ time Lou and I came 
back to open up the ce;:;:cer "''- 8: 30 or so, all the American nurs2..s 2.::1d doctors \·Jere on the. 

the continc:al i.:'lo'' of casual ties and even some. of the Vietnamese nurses Here 
to rr.ove. y four of our t\·;e.nty prosthetic trainees sr.O\•J2G up for T..JOrk, so v1e. 

deci..ded '.:o close up at ::oon but I i1ad treated rwst of my patients by tnen anyv1ay. 

Oae of the ha-unt rr,errories that I 
on "-oorch of P ixton Hall Hriting in my 

He is ly in the 100 

Hill carry >:.Ji th me all my life: .. As 
urnal I can see the feet and legs 

sun of the afternoon, tied hand and 

I sit here. 
of a Viet 
foot to a 

ba::tboo poie. Just the. \.Jay he Has carried in and right in front of our 
~e. stares in passionless silence, hands open as ~f for help he knows will 

not corr,e: His body is 'tO S\.Jel and S\·JarrG ui':::r. flies. Just fifty feet up the 
road is a dead woman ... also presumably a Viet Cong. Si1e has b2..er, ,::.retty ... long black 
hai..r, neatly braided .... seetniagly &sleep the ii2.. of the roai. have been ;:.ut there. 
as p logical warf a:c·e. A \·Jarn to all \•!l·,o co;:-, late cas ti1e ir lot Hi th the NFL 
forces. A repulsive., sicker, "'_:-;g aad hco.acl:·yre.<:t,: c'g monument to .-,,;;.:t \JEr: can do to decent 
Lle:l.. That me.n, any r .. ~2.::, e:c-;. __ .<~~ Go th.is loE:th.sotr,2. sort of thing ·:o s.ch ot'tter is diffi'cult 
to corr*-pre.henci, butt ~J ... .. c:.:-~.d all s5 .. de.s are: ty_ ~·Jar is 2 s~c:~<:ne.ss and all p,arti-

suffe.r the sz.l:_:;: Uar attacks the human soul i:tdisc;:-ininately and every-
, ' or.e 10 ses.; 

Sc =~ch for t~e. journal entries ... I describe the attack of August 23rd in 
detail d.: to give you all a graphic of uhat it is like at such times. Since 
ther" -;,;e had four, maybe five, attacks that could oe. considered major ones but none 
quite ~~ ~~te.rmined as the first one.. 

,..,>" tear:1 tu~re in Quang is 'notv up to full s There are· e of 
us c:r..d ~:-,at .. is the total number planned on until the military situation changes r2.dically 
for t:;..e. ·ue..::ter. I '11 give you the break-down of our team so that you \·Jill knoH Hho the 
people are that I talk about in the newsletters. Jack Richards is the team leader and his 
Hife., Jill, is social \·JOr'!.<:er--director of household affairs assistant--and light-
of Lou Kubicka is one of our tHo generalists who does all our construction,· 

and plun:b Hark and supervises our Vietnamese contractor and his cre.H. Eric 
~ is the. other ge.nerdist and vrorlcs a deal Hith the Child Day Care. Center, 
\Ji-,::1 Jill and Xuan Lan, the. Vietnanese directress. "Rick" has surpri us all 

-.:Fi..t:, ,, _. creative c:md ambitious additions to the. CDCC program. He. also· is our rep-
rese:-, ,:.:ive. ar,d makes frequent trips to Saigon e.nd Da to rr.eet suppl ie.s, arrange. for 
air u- 2t:s and visa rene.\vals, intervimv pro ive. employee , etc. Joe Clark, our 
p:::ost~'-" > st, has just returned to us much to our del and ::-e ief. Trying to carry on 
a pros :"~e-:ic pro graD Hi-.:hout a prosthetist is quite a feat: Brinton· functio·,,s as 
a ge:-,e.::.-al ist interpreter-c..;:>·:inistrative. assistant and ti:,:2: "court jester". (grin) 

2;:2.::.. son is o;:-, the. b as our doctor. Just keeping the tear:, I::e.al thy takes a good 
'oit of 1:-,er time but s~:e ~ serves the rehab. center patients, the prisoZl (for NFL 
political prisoners) c;,c-:<2 :.:L·,e Child Day Care Center.: And if 1:1e knm.;r , she is go to 
soo;:, have her f o:her cor::ununity medical problems: And then there's me. ... rr:ost 
of my time. I called \vo rk .... and uhen I can't avoid it, I can be. 
found in the physical of the rehab. center getting the amputees ready for 



,I.;J •• 

s and g gait tr::J.in. 

Since our team size rei"i.ab. center is also 
l irGi ted.~ ~·!e. 2.re. no tv cc~::_~;_-y ical therapy colliponent. 

one of the hardest tasks ~·Ji th a re~·J 

tise. 
in. 

ical tb.c.I" ~:py 
handi 

t.·Je just don't have tirr.e. to 
bacly they need rr:edi­

r:.ll be badly and unnec­
oi: 'c;.::.;n Hi.ll die from medical 

~;_~e. carry t:.b.e tr-aining aspect of our \·:·ork 1.n c:s iX~Lch as He can .. ' 
\:] l. 1: [" .. the 

situation~ J·oe still has his tt:·re.r~ s-c~·~etic tr.:;;,i·::e.-.:; and this course 
..:~:.C.e.d and there )retty much as usual, al 

either can't get into \·Jorl:: 
conscr forces 

I_~!.ome. from \.:orlc OecaGse of the danger of 
:i.ng out around ,;heir i:omes. T~t;o \·Jeeks 

f:;.rst P Aid2. tr<::i.·,se. The.re is no question of being able 
sort of fo:-rr,c:.l t·-aining at this time but Anh Thien uill be given on 'the 

in as much as I can pass manage. If there is 
didactic h'o;:k (c.r,C;. ·· think there uill be some. opportunity) He Hill \.;;ork that 

onto ·Li.i-c:.l :=o:;.:- a yea:­
·ill be. a co:-::::.;e.t:e.:~- ? .·:. aide. 

and he isnrt dra:ELed, k.illed or d~sappears, I 
Any fo classroom of P.T. aides, 

and the enlarge-

?he:-e is so very mo:.~e. I <·Jant to say to you but I can't mal~e this any lo 
it ;.;ill cost: a fortune for l:1:orr, to send ou·t noH. the ans'i·le.r is to write. rr.ore of-
ten but I can't see. that (grin) I think of each of you often and wish I had 
the tir~.:.e to 't·J::-ite personal 
tho arid I will try to 
of a one-sided arrangement, isn't it? 

just doesn't exist. 
each letter HL~h a 

( ) 

I really Hant ·to hear fror.:c you, 
least a sho:ct note. That's kind 

All of us here in m-e. Hell, thriv and glad we are the ones lucky 
er-,o12gh to be back tmrking here. If the old say , "Home. the heart is" is true, 
He are ic"C.e.·2.d all "horr,·2.". ?lease doing everything possible to end this unforgivable 
Far and i::eip us consta:-ttly rerc:ind the people back in the states that the e of Viet-
nam ar2. s:ill dying ... And they right on dying v7hile. so-called peace. talks droue on 
into :,,,:;: :.._. in Paris Hith no results. Hhile our leaders "save face" the people o 

losing their lives. 

-E-cy best Hishes and love. to you all, 

Dot Heller 

9/22/68 




