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PRESENTATION TO RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

Anzio Room, Main Officers Open Mesa 

lS December 1964 

SUBJECT: AIR ASSAULT ll 

1 am delighted to be here tonight toparticipate in your program. 

I know General Heintge• wa• originally echeduled to be here, and 

he planned to dilcuaa "Our Progrea•ive Army. 11 He very much regrets 

that he wa• unable to attend, but perhap• you will invite him on another 

occaaion. 

For thia, and other reaaona, the •ubject I have •elected for this 

evening is AIR ASSAULT U. General Kinnard •poke to thia group aome 

time ago and told you about the 11th Air Aa•ault Divbion and the 10th Air 

Transport Brigade. 1 thought you would be intereated in being brought up 

to date on what we have done •ince General Kinnard'• presentation, par· 

ticularly about our recent exerciae in the Carolinas. 1 would like to make 

this a very informal diacuaaion. Conaequently, if you have questions at 

any thn.e, please feel free to interrupt. If you prefer, you may hold your 

questions until the concluaion of the period. 

My general approach will be to tell you about the area in which we 

operated during AIR ASSAULT Il, the forces involved, higblighta of the 

exerdae as it was planned, and a few of the detaib on how it waa executed. 

I alao have a short movie which I think you will find intereating, and 1 hope 

that by watching it, along with my explanation, you will get a little better 

feel tor the air aaeault concept. 



VU·GllAPH 1 

AIR ASSAULT ll took place over a 4 1/2 million acre portion of 

real eatate in North and South Carolina. As shown in thi8 chart, the area 

wa• approximately 150 mile• long and 50 mile• wide. It included both 

Fort Jackson and Fort Bragg. Two important terrain feature• which I 

will refer to frequently this evening are the Pee Dee River and Wateree 

Pond. I would like to make it clear at the very outset that we did not have 

free and unre•tricted uae of this area. There were many off•liznit areaa, 

which frequently made our operations most difficult. (HOLD UP l/ZSO, 000 MAP) 

VU-GRAPH ZA 

Shown on this chart are some of the forces that we had available to 

us on AIR ASSAULT II. Fir at we had the Neutral Forces, which included 

the Exercise Director Headquarters. Thia was headed up by General Rich, 

and included all the controllers, umpires, data collector•, cornrnunicators, 

and other support type personnel. Also there was a support force which 

included the 5th Logistical Command, appropriate US Air F'orce support 

and post support from Fort Bragg for the aggressors and from Fort Jackson 

and Fort Gordon for the Blue Forces. 

VU-GRAPH 2B 

On this next slide are shown the two player forces, the Blue and the 

Red. Blue is the 11th Air Assault Division, which included 6 infantry bat­

talions, the other elements of the division were represented on a 100% basis. 
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For one pha•e, we borrowed 2 infantry battalion• from the 82d Airborne 

Diviaion. We alao had the 10th Air Tranaport Brigade, the 72d Air Traf· 

fie Control Company, and the 14th Depot Battalion from Atlanta. On the 

Red aide, we had the 82d, comm.anded by General York. Du.ring moat of 

the exe re1ee, they participated with 6 infantry battalioD8 and one tank 

battalion, which wae repreeented by Army pereonnel carriers, a Hawk 

battery, which wa• attached throughout the exerche, and an artillery AW 

battalion, which was equipped with duaters. 

VU-GRAPH 3 

With thia chart, I would like to give you an. idea of the location• of 

varioua unit. that participated in the exercise. The area outlined in black 

ia the area 1 juat deacribed to you. Thia black line ia the international 

bo\\Ddary; it followa the Pee Dee R.iver. In general, the 82.d operated on 

the ea.at aide of the Pee Dee, and the 1 lth Air Aasault Divbion operated 

from its base southwest of the Wateree. (Describe area behind Wateree) 

The Exercise Director Headquarter• was located at Fort Jackaon. The 5th 

Log Command and the 10th Air Transport Brigade operated out of Fort Gor• 

dont and the 14th Aircraft Maintenance and Support operated out of Atlanta. 

The Air Force support came from Shaw. Myrtle Beach, and Pope Air Force 

Baeea. 

VY·GR/\.PH SA 

The next two cha.rte ehow the schedule of events for AIR ASSAULT ll. 

I would like to point out that thie wae just the formal portion of the exerciae. 

We actually went up to the Carolina• in the fir•t part of September and spent 
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a month training and getting ready for the teat. (DESCRIBE SCHEDULE FROM 

CHAllTS.) 

VU-GRAPHS B 

VU-GRAPH 6 

Using thia chart, 1 would like to aet the stage for AIR ASSAULT II. 

You ahould know at the outaet that thi• exerciae waa designed to repreaent 

a lhn.ited war aituation in a eemi-aophisticated area. Counter-inaurgency 

wae not atre ased and nuclear warfare wa• played on a very lhnited baai•. 

Thia chart •how• the general po•itiona of key unit• when the war atartod. 

Once again, the Pee Dee River waa the international boundary. It ia shown 

in red on this particular chart. The 11th Diviaion waa on the Wateree Pond. 

The border waa patrolled by para-military force• and a Corpe Recon Squad­

ron. The 4th and Sth Mech Divisions were 3 - 4 daya away from the area, 

and the Corp• Headquarter& was at Fort Jackson. On the other aide of the 

border, there were two Aggressor Divisions and numerou• support units. 

VU-GRAPH 7 

The war began on D-1. Red Land forces crossed the border at 

1800 hours on D-1 and are shown aa two penetrations on this chart. 

Shortly after this took place, Corps ordered the 11th to attack and deatroy 

the Aggresaor forces and to restore the international boundary. Our basic 

plan was to attack at 0900 hours on D-Day with two air assault brigades. 

The Zd Brigade in the north was to go in with 2 infantry battalions with 

helicopters, and the lat Bde on the south wa• to parachute in with 3 bat­

talions, one from the 11th Division and two that we borrowed from the 
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82d for thia particular operation. Thb wa• to be followed up by air lan.dina 

another infantry battalion about an hour after H•Hour in the area ef the lat 

Brigade. 

The 3d Brigade with Z infantry battalion• waa to be 1-ld in Brigade 

Reaerve behind the Wateree. For convenience, the ht Brigade •taged it• 

airborne operatiou out el Pope Air Force Baae. 

VU-GRAPHS 

By D+l, the aituation looked eomething like thia. Covered by the 

Air Cavalry Squadron, the remaining elements of the Diviaion moved in by 

Caribou aircraft to undertake offenaive operationa against aggrea aor element• 

on the weat aide of the Pee Dee. During D•Day and D+l, the Diviaion con• 

ducted nwneroua local air aaaault operation•. Initially, the overall opera• 

tion• were quite aucceaaful; however, a• the enemy aucceeded in re•iniorcing 

his poaltion• at night, we were forced to adopt a mobile defenae posture. 

Corpa changed the Diviaion miaaion and directed ua to conduct delaying 

operation• and to hold the enemy on the eaat of the Lynchea .River for 72 

houre. The 4th and 5th Mech Divisions were to prepare deiendve position• 

a• faet as they could be brought up to thia river line. 

VU•GRAPH 9 

By D+9, the situation looked aomething like thia. 

VU•GRAPH 10 

At D+3, in order to cause the enemy further delay, we mounted a 

Z battalion task force operation to strike deep in the enemy'• rear to attack 
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hie main eupply route on the ea•t of the Pee Dee River. Thie force went in 

late in the afternoon, accompliehed it& mieeion, and wa• withdrawn after 

dark to a. poeition behind the Wateree. CAllude to forward refueling area 

and Cobra Force. ) 

VU·GR.APH 11 

L~te in the afternoon of D+4, the situation looked like thu. The 4th 

and 5th Mech Divieiona com.pleted their preparation of their defenaea along 

the Lynchee River. After dark, our forcee were withdrawn behind the 

Wateree. We then went into Corpe Reeerve and prepared for the next phaee 

of the maneuver&. 

1 would like to •tre• a that 1 have di•cusaed only the first active 

pha•• of AIR ASSAULT ll, which ran 5 daye. For a cha.nae of pace, I would 

now like to ehow a movie of •elected air aaaault operations, and then rather 

than diacusa each of the subaequent phasee in detail, 1 will go back and tell 

you a little bit more of the firat day of operation of AIR ASSAULT U. 

(SHOW 8·.MINUTE MOVIE AND DESCRIBE AS APPROPRIATE.) 

Now 1 would like to go back and cover in more detail the firat day of 

AIR ASSAULT ll and to fccu• attention on the activitie• of the Zd Brigade, 

the brigade on the north. In order to te•t the um.pire control, conununica­

tion, and evaluation ayatema, we really went thro\lgh the first part of the 

firat phaae of AIR ASSAULT ll twice. The operation I am about to de•cribe 

i• our fir•t action against the 8Zd Airborne Dividon. 

On the Zd of October, the Zd Brigade conducted the large at air aaaault 
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operation under the wor•t weather condition• that exieted during the entire 

time the 11th Division waa in the Carolinas. During the night of l - 2. 

October, the fringe• of Hurricane ls bell began moving through the area, 

and on the morning of Z October, the viaibility and the ceiling were 0-0. 

By 0900, the weather lifted to a minimwn of 50 feet and a maximum of 100 

feet. The vi•ibility waa I/8th to l/Z mile. However, 0-0 condition• con­

tinued to prevail in many areas. The general aggreaaor situation waa a• 

indicated on my next chart. (VU·GRAPH lZ) 

VU-GRAPH 13 (Zd Bde Mbaion) 

The 2d Brigade was to attack with two battalion•, one battalion on 

each aide of the Pee Dee River. They were to deatroy Red Land forcea 

and to aeize areas from which air aaaault OJ>4trationa could be conducted. 

In addition, they were to destroy bridges loc;:ated at Sitee 3 and 4 and to 

screen the Pee Dee River in zone. 

VU-GRAPH 14 (2d Bde Task Organization) 

VU-GRAPH 15 (Zd Bde Plan) 

The l/Sllth Infantry supported by 75 UH·l helicopters wae to 

seize Objective 22 on the east side of the Pee Dee and to destroy the 

bridge at Site 3 at the appropriate time. One company was to seize Ob· 

jective 20. The Z/38th Infantry was to seize Objective 21 and to destroy 

the enemy on the west side of the Pee Dee in the vicinity of bridge sites 

4 and 4A. Troop D of the 17th Cavalry was under operational control of 

the Zd Brigade and waa given the mission of screening the Pee Dee and 
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to deatroy the bridge at Site z. The 1/ lStb waa attached to the 2d Brigau 

aad had OJMt battery in direct aupport of each infantry battalion, and one 

artWery battery centrally l<Kated to provide re-in.forcing fire•, a• required. 

The artillery wa• to be in po•ition prior to the ae•ault in order to fire a 

preparation. 

The plan wae to have two aaaault h.licopter battaliou lUt the 2d 

Brigade into the objective area •ub•equent to arrival. One battalion wa• 

to be releaMd to the l•t Brigade and the other wa• to provide one company 

each to the 51 lth Infantry and the 38th Infantry for them to conduct local 

air aaaault oporationa from their objective areas, ae required. (IF TIME 

PERMITS, deecribe taak oraanisation innovation.) 

Two re·inforcing companie• of CH .. 47 aircraft wa• to provide the 

lift required for the artillery battalion to move into their position• on the 

weat aide of the Pee Dee River. Mohawk• were to provide colwnn cover 

for the movement from the Wateree Pond to the Pee Dee River. On the 

morning of D·Day, the weather waa eo bad that we w.re faced with two 

problem•; one, wae to get the aircraft to the pickup zone• to marry up 

with the infantry and the artillery. and the other waa to move the unit• to 

the Objective Area, a combined distance of 170 km or 106 miles. 

(SHOW VU•GRAPHS ON WEATHER, IF AVAILABLE.) 

After two attempts, we were finally able to get the Huey• into the 

pickup zone by flying in one platoon at a tbne of four aircraft each with 

two•minute intervals between platoons. While the aircraft were enroute 

to the pickup zone, weather ships were sent out to the objective area and 



reported back that the weather was practically 0-0 all the way. They actu• 

ally had to fly right at tree-top level over half the distance. They stated, 

however, that the miaaion could be accom.pliahed by uaing special margi­

nal weather techniques which had been developed prior to the exerciae. 

About that time, heavy rain• completely covered the pickup zone area and 

etayed over that area until about 1220. Then, the cloud• at one end of the 

field lifted alightly. After consultation with Colonel Lynch, Zd Brigade 

Cominander, and Colonel Seneff, Aviation Group Commander, 1 ordered 

the miaaion executed. 1 then Joined the column in my command helicopter. 

VU-GRAPH 16 

The flight route is ahown on this next chart. The aircraft lifted 

of! at 1235 and arrived in the objective area at 1334. There were approxi­

mately 100 helicopters involved in the operation, and only alight deviation• 

from the aaeigned flight route a wore made. By adjusting air a peed and 

maintaining pin point air-to-ground navigation, the entire fleet landed 

within 15 aeconds of the planned ETA. 

VU-GAAPH 17. 

A• shown on this chart. one taak force made a diveraiona.ry landing 

north of Objective Z l in order to attract enemy attention away from the pri· 

mary landing zone. One battalion of helicopters waa then releaaed to pro• 

ceed directly to the lst Brigade area some 18 miles away. Both aeaault 

battalions continued to conduct air aeeault operations throughout the remainder 

of the day. 
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RESULTS OF THE OPERATIOf! 

VU•GRAPH 18 

All misaiona were succesafully accompliahed and in addition to the 

peraonnel and equipment that were deatroyed by firepower, 24 members of 

the 82d, to include the Executive Officer of their let Brigade. three 3/4 ton 

trucks and three l / 4 ton trucka were captured. The bridge• over the Pee 

Dee River were destroyed and the desired blocking poaitione were eatab• 

liahed to prevent the enemy from uaing the main avenues of advance. The 

Aggresaor'• attack into Blue Land was slowed down, the Brigade Base of 

Operations, to include a CV-2 strip was eatabliahed and two company•aize 

taak forces were eatabliahed and operated in the area to conduct air assault 

operation• againat enem.y forces in the Zd Brigade zo~e. 

Actually, the Commander of th• Aggreaaor Brigade didn't believe 

that we had moved thi8 force into the objective area by helicopters. 

ln sununary, 1 would like to say that during the time we were in the 

Carolinas, we flew a total of 47. 300 hour• - thi• has cauaed som.e wives to 

proteet. 

VU ·GRAPH .. CAR TOON 

Baeed on Army-wide standarde, we had a very enviable eafety record. 

We had a most cordial relationahip with the civilians of North and South Caro­

lina. 

§TORY 

And, finally, we think we made a aignificant contribution to the Army'• 

effort to determine the validity of the Air A• aault Concept. 
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