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Thank you very much for thoae kind remarka. It waa a very 

flattering introduction. It ta a pleaaure to be here thia mornin1 to 

participate With you in thb aradwa.tion e.xerciae. 

Aa I look over thia audience, I'm reminded of a atory that I 

heard at a Kiwania luncheon laat week. Aa you know, Solomon had 

m.any wivea. One day Wile Num.ber 874 aa.id, "Do you really love me?", 

and Solomon replied, "Honey, you are one in a thouaand". 

When I waa inYited to addr••• thia graduatin.1 claaa, I waa delighted 

to accept out of reaped and admiration for all ol you who have aucceaa-

fully completed your fli1ht training. When I aat down to think about 

what I was coing to aay, I rationali&ed that my remarka abould be abort, 

fairly light, with no more than two or three inspirational pointa, and 

certainly an adequate mixture of humor. 

Having been cloaely aaaociated with and a atrong aupporter of 

Army Aviation for a number of year a, I found that there were more 

thing a that I waated to ea y than could be included bl the allocated time. 

In a aenae I felt like a moaquito at a audiat camp. Banknew what he 

had to do, but he didn't bow where to atart. l:a the abort time tb.t I 

have, I decided to cover three thbl.a• that •talld uppermo•t in my mind 

aa I think about the overall Army Aviation program, paat, preaent and 

future. The ae three poiata are aafety, the aviation image, and the 



A• fer •afety, I doa't tntead to bore you with a lot of atatiatica. 

I juat want to aay that •aeh aDd every one of ua haa an obligation to 

preyeat accident• and to renee the prevaUin.1 aircraft accident rate. 

Ally iaereaae bl the rate would not only be coatly ln term• of men. and 

material, but alao r\Ul8 the riak of ••ttin1 the entire Army A 'riation. 

prograin back aeveral ,..ara. Realat that impul•• to fly the moat 

thrUUn.1 way ... • the way that startle• pa•••n1era and obaervera. I 

kaow that the ftrat time I went into a confined area in a helicopter, the 

pilot acared the da ylighta out of me, and when he made a maximwn 

take-of! from the aame ar••· I didn't regain my normal coloring for 

aeveral minute•. Now that 1 have been doing thia for several year• 

and recently in the courae o! my own training, I find that peraonally 

flying into and out of confined areaa ia more f\Ul than playing golf. 

I also know, however, that the.re should be a valid reaaon to perform 

tht. operation, •~h aa trahdag or tactical mbaion, and that there ia 

a proper aafe way to accomplbh the taak. 

Last week I was talking to Red Dog Hamilton about accidenta 

we have had in the 11th Air Asaault Divbion and the Aviation safety 

program in general, and he made a point that lmpr•••ed me. He 

eaid that the one thing he wO\lld really like to ••• all young aviator a 

do ia to learn all of t!M aircraft systems. A thorough understanding 

of the ayatems would do a great deal toward reducing accident rates. 

And, of coarse, the pilot who m.akea this effort is alao the one who 

will make the effort to follow prescribed procedure• and seldom, if 

ever, will lMcome t.nvolved in a •tv.pid accident. 



The aecond poin.t I would like to make b to in.Yite your attention 

to an article in the May ian.e of Army Aviation. Tb.e title of thb article 

b "JmproviD.1 the Jma1•" by Phip Seniff, Chief of Army Aviation. Aa 

you probably know, Colonel Seneff apent ;a little over two yeua with 

the 11th Air Aaaault Dhiai01l 'before filling hb current poat. Thia 

arlicle is one that every aviator ahould read and re-read, and then re­

read every three (3) moatha. There ia one point be make• about t•&c:hing 

VIP'• aomethina about Army aviation once you have them aboard your 

aue-aft. Let me aaav.re you that Colonel Seneff prad.k:ea .octly what 

he preachea. The fuat time I ever flew witll him waa in a U-8 from 

Fort Benning to Fort BelYeir back in 1963. We were no aooaer in the 

air thaa he made me put aa a headaet and 1ave me an aeronautical map, 

aad I bad to do all the aavigatlon, or at leaat follow every atep of the 

way. He took ar•at dell1ht in anawerin1 all my q,uatio:.u. Then I made 

the atupid miatake of ••kinl what the acceptable rate of deacent waa in a 

U-8. He immediately ahowed me, a.ad I «ltdll't really recover my atomach 

Wlti1 we arrived at Davidaoa Army Airfield. I aaav.re J'O'l• however, that 

m.y interest in Army aviation, which waa already bi.ah, lncreaaecl tenfold. 

When Colonel Sen.ell aay• to be a soldier first and a flyer aecond, 

that ia exactly what be mean•. Whatever grou.nd-~er you are sup­

porting. be a\ll'e yw theroughly understand hi• problems and then bend 

every effort to show him how he can uae Army aviation to 1•eater advan­

ta1e. 



Thb ia the way to improYe the im.age. TM t&•k will not be 

ea.•y. You will find much oppo•ition. The bi11• •t o'b•tacle will be 

lack of \IJlder•ta.nding. la looldn1 back at hi•tory, it took the United 

State• Army 22 year• from the inception of the lOSmm howitser til 

the fir at piece wa• in the ha.ad• of the troop•, and it alao took the 

Army until the beginning of World War U to modernize their artWery 

fire direction •y•tem, ao we must be patient and alway• keep in mind 

that aYiation i• a m.eane to an end and not an end in it•elf. 

My third and la.at point ia the arowth potential of Army aviation. 

You •hould feel justifiably proud to be part of a program that ha• re­

doubled in the pa at ten year1, and one that I believe baa every proapect 

of increa•ing ita growth even m.ore in the next ten year•. From where 

I sit aa Aaaiatant Di'rision Comrn.ander of the 11th Air Aaaault DiYi•ion, 

I believe we have ju.t •cratched the aurface in utilising the full potential 

of the airmobile concept, and I expect to ••• apectacular improvement. 

in the year• ahead. 

I could ramble on on thia •ubject, but I'm reminded of the •tory 

about the little boy who a•ked hi• dad a que•tion~. Hi• dad wa• busy 

reading the newspaper and not fully concentrating on the question that 

waa aaked, but mum.bled, "Son, why don't you a•k your m.other?" The 

little boy thought for a minute, and then •aid, "Dad, I don't want to lmow 

that much about it 11
• 

To conclude my remarks, I want to read an • eaay written by a 

fifth grader in California. Thb was written. a little over two years ago. 

(Read Eaaay) 



Good luck in you fv.tur• aaaignmenta and may you have many 

aafe flight. and happy landlnga. 




