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TBIRD US ARMY REGULATION NO 95-3 (Cont) 

SECTIC!f I 

GENERAL 

2l June 1965 

l. PURPOSE: To establish and maintain an aggressive Army Aviation 
Accident Prevention Program for tactical operations without reducing the 
effectiveness of Army aviation support. 

2. SCOPE: This regulation applies to all Army aviation tactical 
operations and is an expansion of Third US Army Regulation 95-l. and Third 
US Army Regulation 95-4. Division cOO!IM.7lders or CnrmnancUng General, US 
Army Aviation Center, may waive individual provisions of this regul.ation 
when required tor successful tactical or training operations. 

3• GENERAL: 

a. Army aviation is designed to support Army forces in canbat 
operations or field exercises. Safe and efficient support must be rendered 
from field type facilities under varying coalitions. Pre-exercise plans 
must be made to counteract anticipated problems. Prior coordination must 
be made with personnel and units supporting or being supported by aviation 
units to insure safe and efficient operations. Prevention ot aircraft 
accidents and associated. l.oss of lite and equipment contribute signi:ti· 
cantly to the accomplishment of' the Army aviation mission. 

b. Safety of aircraft operations and protection of' personneJ. and 
equipment are paramount and can best be assured by emphasizing accident 
prevention. Units must implement an aggressive maneuver accident prevention 
program to minimize aviation losses of manpower and equipment. All aviation 
personnel. will be thoroughl.y briefed an unit accident prevention programs, 
aviation safety procedures, probabl.e accident producing conditions, and 
hazards before the exercise and an a continuing basis during the exercise. 
P:tlots will be cautioned against attempting to overextend personal or 
equi:pnent capabilities. Operational missions will be aborted when, in the 
pilot's judgment, any unsafe conditions exist or may be encamtered. 

4. SUPERVISION: CQ11D1!8Jld ers will insure that all operations include 
a reliabl.e accident prevention plan and that this program is aggressively 
executed. The desire f'or early accomplishment of the mission must not 
override the operating lim:l.tations of aircraf't or capabilities of aviators. 
Commanders and supervisors are responsible for preventing accidents 
involving their personnel regardless of the location or the activity. 
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THIRD US Am« RmULATICfi NO 95•3 (Cont} 21 June 1965 

SECTION II 

5. WEATHER: Before field exercises, all aviation personnel w.Ul 
receiv~ a weather briefing covering the expected weather ccmditions to be 
encoontered. This briefing should be g:l.ven by qua.J..1.fied weather personnel, 
if available. If not, local assistance will be provided trail this head.­
qµarters, .A:l'TERllaf: .AJAm-V, on request. Supervisory personnel must 
insure that: 

a. Aviators receive a thorough weather briefing before each 
mission. 

b. Necessary precautions are taken rega1'ding expected weather 
conditions. Missions, rega1'dless of importance, do not justify flights 
in weather below prescribed m1n1nn1ms. Precauti~ D11St inchJdea 

(1) Employment of' wing spoilers, tie-downs, and chocks dur­
ing high wind'conditions. 

(2) Appropriate use of carburetor heat, preflight clearing 
of collected ice, frost, and snow from aircraft, sheltering of aircraft, 
avoid&ince of in1"11ght icing conditions, and other preventive measures used 
to reduce icing hazai'ds. 

(3) . Avoidance of areas conducive to the formation of ground 
fog. 

c. Density altitude is canputed in accordance with TM l-26o or 
appropriate flight handbook prior to all helicopter operations. When more 
than one landing site is to be used during an operation, the density 
altitude must be cauputed for each site. 

6. PREFLIGlfr BRIEFillGS: Aviators D11St receive a thorough preflight 
briefing an all aspects of each mission to include, but not 11mited to, 
safety, operations, and weather. Aircraft ccpnma.nc3era and aviators D11St be 
afforded sufficient time to brief crews. Crew coordination is very 
critical in sling load operations and the need for crew briefing cannot be 
overemphasized. 

7. AIR-TO-AIR ENGAGEMENTS: Army aircraft will not engage in simulated 
air-to-air canbat actions. 
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TBI:RI> us ARMY REXHJLATirn NO 95-3 (Cont) 2l. June 1965 

8. HAZARDS TO FLIGHT: Supervisors must develop and disseminate 
current information on all. flight hazards and obstacles, especial.l.y wires. 
Operational debriefings will include report o:f' hazards noted during the 
mission and an up-to-date operational map depicting all. hazards must be 
readily accessibl.e to all. aviators. Coordination will be effected. with 
signal units to insure that the install.ation and location of wires is reported.. 
Approaches and departures in the vicinity of command posts must be care-
f'ul.ly pl.anned and executed after careful reconnaissance by pilots to 
determine l.ocal hazards. 

9. NAP-OF-THE-EARTH FLYING: A thorough prior reconnaissance must be 
made of routes for nap-of-the-earth flying to determine hazards. Mission 
altitude will be high enough to prevent striking wires, trees, or other 
objects. Extreme caution must be exercised when prior reconnaissance is 
not possible. Aviators must be continuall.y ad.vised and cautioned to be 
aware o:f' the numerous unmarked obstacles and hazards throughout the area. 
Aircraft will not be flown at low levels over poultry or livestock. 

10. tlrILIZATION OF NEW, INEXPERIENCED, OR ATTACHED AVIATORS: Many 
exercise participants will be new, inexperienced, or attached aviators 
and must be closely supervised to insure the assignment of missions within 
individual. capabilities. 

ll. PROPER REST AND DIET FOR AVIATION PERSONNEL: Aviators must be 
provided with a diet capable o:f' supporting their flying activities and 
sufficient time for necessary rest. Failure to satisfy these require-
ments' increases the possibility of accidents as mental. processes and physical. 
reaction times are seriously impaired by lack of proper nutrition or rest. 
Field ration C p~ovides a sufficientl.y nutritious diet for continued. heal.th­
:f'ul functioning of the body and participation in flying activities. AR 95-17 
will be followed as pertains to crew rest. 

l.2. IMPACT OF PSYCHOLOOICAL FACTORS: Temporary duty in the field away 
from home station tends to intensify the impact and effects of danestic 
and other personal problems as well as other psycholog:l.cal. factors. Such 
problems and the resulting distraction may adversely affect an aviator's 
performance. Commanders must obtain the assistance ot the unit flight 
surgeon in identifying and handling of personnel. so affected. 

13. FUEL RESERVE: Current Army Regulations require a minimum f'uel 
reserve for al.l flights and consideration for this required reserve should 
be given in all flight pl.anning. Normal fuel consumption should be computed 
for each aircraft, properly recorded, and brought to the attention of 
aviators util.izing respective aircraft. Aircraft accidents resulting fran 
f'uel exhaustion are a definite reflection on the ability, judgment, and 
professional qualification of supervisory personnel. and aviators concerned. 
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THIRD US ARMY Rl!XlULATION NO 95•3 (Cont) 21 June 1965 

14. u.rILIZATION OF HELICOPl'ER CRASH RESCUE AND FIRE FIGm'DG UNITS: 
Emergency type aircraft w1ll be located in areas ot known high density air 
activity and will move in the proximity at large air operations to reduce 
reaction time to the m1n1nn1D1. 

SECTION III 

15. RECONNAISS.ABCE: A ground reconnaissance should be conducted 
before landing an aircraft in strange fields. This can be accomplished by 
using ground advance party or pathfinders before 8.lTival at the aircraft. 
When time does not permit ground reconnaissance in airfield site selection, 
an aerial high and low reconnaissance must be made and, after landing, a 
thorough ground reconnaissance conducted to determine the condition of the 
area. 

a. Approaches to airstrips should be elea:r Of obstacles at both 
ends and should be a m:J n:J m1m ot i·, 000 feet in length tor 0-1 and U-10 
type aircraft and 11 500 feet for U-6 and CV-2 type aircraf't. Aircraft run• 
ways and taxiways will be kept as smooth as possible. Appropriate aircraft 
operators handbooks will be consulted to determine actual length of air­
field.. Consideration must include gross weight, density altitude, prevail­
ing wind, azKl. field surface conditions. 

b. Heliports will have cleared approaches and exits with sufficient 
area cleared to permit hovering maneuvers azKl. to provide parld.Dg areas. 
Routes tor hovering at helicopters tran helipads to parking and/or refueling 
points will be marked and kept cl.ear at all obstacles or other aircraft. 
Ground guides will be empl.oyed to guide taxiing helicopters. Helicopters 
will not take ott, hover, or approach over other aircraft. 

16. MARKIIG OF .AIRFIELDS/HELIPORTS: Airfields and helipads must be 
properly marked, to include a wind direction indicator. 

a. Use at painted steel or alnm1mun plank:Jng is desirable tor 
marking airstrip 11m1ts and to indicate wind direction on fixed wing air­
fields; however, cloth panels may be used it securely anchored. 

b. Painted stl'!l115 at pierced steel or alnm1mim pJ•nk:Jng are suit­
able for ma.rld.llg helicopter landing areas. At no time will cloth pan•ls 
be used tor marking helicopter lln>ding areas nor will helicopters operate 
in v1cin1 ty at cloth panels. 
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TBJ:RD US ARMY RE&ULATION NO 95-3 (Cont) 21 June 1965 

17. Nmlfl' OPERATIQ.NS: Proper selection and marking at airfields for 
night operations is particularl.y critical. and the following guidelines will 
be adhered to: 

a. The field must be of sufficient size to permit safe l.anding, 
ground maneuver, and parking. 

b. · Slopes should be avoided whenever possible. 

c. The landing area should be grass covered or treated to prevent 
dust. 

d. Proper lighting, to incl.ud.e emergency lighting, DlllSt be pro­
vided to avoid dangers inherent to night operations. 

e. Parking areas must be located away from landing areas with 
ground guidance and control. established. 

SECTIC!l IV 

AIRFIELD OPERATIONS, MAmrEN.AlfCE, AND REFUELilll 

J.8. GROUND AND AIR CON'mOL: Local. regulations for ground and air 
control. will be established for all regularly used airfields and helipads. 

a. Ground control will be established on all operational airfields 
and heliports. Control operations will announce density al. ti tude and 
instruct pilots to check and set directional. gyroscopes when prov:Lding take­
off' and l.anding instructions. 

b. Crash rescue vehicles will be on al.ert status at all times 
when serving operational airfiel.ds. 

J.9. GROOND HANDLING OF AIRCRAF.'C: Ground control. and guidance of' 
aircraft must be accomplished etticientl.y and saf'el.y. Taxiing fixed and/or 
rotary wing aircraft on unimproved airfields will be directed by walking 
guides. Aviation personnel involved in ground handling must be well trained 
in all aspects of' this function and must be adept at ground guidance hand 
signal.s and procedures. Nonaviation personnel. who are regularl.y l.ocated in 
the vicinity of helipads and f'acil.ities not manned by aviation personnel 
should be traintd to act as ground guides. Crew personnel should be dis­
mounted when necessary to function as ground guides where other personnel. 
are not available. Ground handling in close gµarters, such as movement 
into camouflaged parking or maintenance areas, will be accomplished only when 
sufficient personnel. are availabl.e to adequately observe for necessary air­
craft structure clearance in maneuvering. 
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20. SAFETY HAZARDS: Dust and mud are hazards to sate aircratt operation. 
Maximum ettort should be taken to minimize these hazards at airfields and 
helipads. 

21.. AIRCRAFr MAINrENANCE: Maintenance probl.ems due to f'ield and 
climatic conditions must be anticipated. Maintenance personnel. w:Ul conform 
to the appropriate technical. manual.a as they rel.ate to the climatic con-
d1 t1ons involved. Due to adverse maintenance conditions, aviators 
must conduct extremel.y thorough preflight inspections to insure airworthiness 
ot aircratt. Particul.ar attention DIWJt be gl.ven to removal ot accumulated 
snow, ice, f'rost, and the removal. ot spoilers, chocks, and tie-downs. 
Inspection of' aircratt members a.tfected by f'iel.d operations· such as tires, 
l.and1ng gear, etc., should be accanpl.ished more trequentl.y than required by 
the appropriate technical mam1el s. 

22. AIRCRAFr REFUELING: To promote retuel.ing safety and to el 1m1nate 
engine failures as a resul.t of ccm:tam1n•ted · i"uel., the toll.owing refueJ.in8 
procedures will be adhered to: 

a. Refueling will be accanplished in strict accordance with 
FM l-l.00 and TM l.0-1107. 

b. Fire extinguishers w:Ul be rea011 y avail.abl.e to personnel. 
engaged in refueling aircratt. 

c. Procedures outl.ined-in Section V, TM l.0-1107, w1l.l. appl.y when 
a disi>ensing tanker trucker is not used. 

d. Aircratt should be retue1ed to operating capacity atter the 
end ot each f'l.igbt operation to prevent condensation in i"uel. tanks. 

e. Pre:f'l.igbt sampling and checks tor i"uel. eontam1nation will be 
accanplished as described in Section IV, TM 1.0-1107. 

f. Fuel. sampling will be in accordance w:lth Third US Army 
Regulation 700-5. 

23. FmE PREVE?f.rIClf: 

a. POL storage should be l.ocated in remote areas, cl.ear ot air­
craf't approach and departure routes. 

b. Crash rescue should be readily availabl.e. 

c. Extra caution will be empl.oyed to prevent costl.y fires when 
tent stoves are used to warm maintenance and personnel tents. 

d. SmoJr1ng will not be permitted within 50 feet ot aircraft or 
tuel. supplies. 
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THIRD US ARMY RIDULATION NO 95-3 (Cont) 2l. June.l.965 

e. Aviation personnel. utilizing aircraft must use caution to 
see that all. eqµipnent is stowed properl.y to prevent interference With 
control.a. (AJA!Jr-V) 

FOR THE CCM4ANDER: 

OFFICIAL: 

ca. .. _,,/.*- ..-e.? 
PAUL S. LIHDBl!3l 
Col.onel., AGC 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

DISTRIBUrION: 
HQ Third us Army: s 
US Army Corps: C 
Maj Tactical. Units: S 
Class I Instl. & Actv: S 

CHARLES W. DAVIS 
Col.onel., GS 
Acting Chief of Staff 

HQ Third USA Spt Units & Misc Actv: S 
Class II Instl. & Actv: S 
ARNG Adv Gp: B 
State .AG: S 

8 


