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FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM TRANSCRIPT OF A BRIEFING FOR 

THE PRESS 23 JAN 65 ON THE FY 66 DEFENSE BUDGET. 

PRESS WAS NOT PE~ITTED TO USE THIS MATERIAL UNTIL 1200 25 JAN 

65" AiTRIBJTION WAS TO DEF" EN SE OFFICIALS o I.JO r; ,P/ ~1J ..,f D D 

BCCERPT Ct.LOWS: r)/ll hfr. 

"QQUESTION: THE MESSAGE MENTIONS THAT THERE I'a NO LONGER 

PNY NEED F'OR J THE i5~000 MEN IN THE EXPERIMENTAL AIR 

tSSAULT DIVISION BUT WHAT IS TO BECOME OF THE CONCEPT 

TH~Y HAVE DEVELOPED" 
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"I OTICE THAT ARMY·hf 

THAT MEAN THAT THE;RE 

IN A! RC RAFT IN OTHER 

TO GO UP~ DOES 

INPUT OF THESE TECHNIQU ES 

"SPOKESMAN: I ~M :iLAD f iY MENTIONED =~ THE 
MENTiot-. 1N lHE MESSAGE Of THE ELIMINATION OF THE 15~000 

MAN AIR ASSAULT DIVISION 5 BECAUSE I HAVE NOTIC'ED Cu !'1EN TS 

IN THE PR'ESS THA THE M LIT 1 JE , ONNEL STRENGTH WAS 

FALLING A fl 'll;'€REFORE OUR TOTAL MILITARY STRENGTH IS 

tliJITEL Y ABSURD, ABSOLU fELY INCORRECT ~ 

"'THE M'.H .. ITARY STRENGrH HAS F'ALLEN FOR TWO REASONS, 

m~ HAS JUST BEEN MENTIONED BECAUSE WE ELIMINATED AS WE. 

PL~!\JNED TO DO ~!HEN ESTABLISHED IT A TEST UNIT OF 15~000 MEN 

IN THE AR Y. THAT UNIT WAS SET UP TWO OR THRF.£ YEARS 

AGO. AT THE TIM~ WE SET rr UP WE STATED WE WOULD ELIMINATE 

IT iJPO COMPLEfIO~ OF rHE TEST, APPROXIMATELY. ~965 .. 

'THOSE TESTS HAVE BEEN CO'JPLEIED~ 

00THE UNIT HAS FULFILLED ITS PtJRPOSE AND IT IS BEING 

ll.!NINATED., THAT IS THE CAUSE FOR THE 15,000 MAN : 

REDUCTION~ SECONDL'f;i THE MILITARY STRENGTH IS DECLINING 

EEC AUSE OF THE BASE CLOSING A CTI ON:~ o I REP ORT ED PR EV I OU SLY = ,\ 

PRIORITY UNCLASSIFIRD ;-;17~\1 ca c) ev 
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SOME 600 PLUS BASE CLOSING ACTIONS ELIMINATING 

ABOUT 150,000 JOBS., Or THE Y50,00eJ JOBS~ TENS OF THOUSAN DS 

ARE MILITARY JOBS~ THE MILITARY PERSONNEL STRENGTH HAS 

DECLINED 1-\CCORDINGLY AND THERE ARE THE BONAF'IDE SAVINGS 

WE HAVE ASSOC! ATED WITH THE BASE CLOSINGS .. THERE IS 

A nafltJ REASON FOR THE MILITARY STRENGTH REDUCTION. THAT 

IS THE PHASING OUT OF THE B=47°S IN THE AIR FORCE ACCORDIN.G 

TO THE PL1t· ·r rIATED MANY YEARS AGO AND WHICH' WE H~VE 

BEEN CARRY i.N u OUT IN ACCOR D1~NCE 11/I TH THE INITIAL CONCEPTS 

CF THE PREVIOUS AfllJINiSTRATION ~ BUT NOW SPECIFICALLY TO 

INSWER YOUR POINT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CONCEPTS DEVELOPED ~ 

B'f THIS 15,000 MAN TEST UNIT IN THE ARMY? THOSE CONCEPTS 

ARE BEING CONSIDERED BY THE ARMY STAFF TODAY AND BY THE 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND I BELIEVE THAT MAN { OF' THEM 

WILL BE INCORPORATED IN EXISTING ARMY DIVISONS. 
~~~_:::_~----=~~~~~~~ 

°"THERE WAS MUCH IM AGIN AT IVE~ ORI GIN AL 'WORK DONE 

BOTH IN OPERATIONAL TERMS AND LOGISTICAL TERMS IN THAT 

AIR ASSAULT UNIT 0 I THINK THE MONEY WE HAVE SPENT WILL ( 

BE REPAID MANY TIMES OVER IN INCREASING THE EFFECTIVENESS 

CF THE REJ'JAINYNG ARMY DIVISI,0,NS, THE 16~ .. CEND OF 
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AN ATTEMPT IS BEING MADE TO CLARIFY REFERENCE TO SENTENCE~ 

"THE UNIT HAS FULFILLED ITS PURPOSE AND IS BEING 

ELIMINATEDa~ ADDRESSEES WILL BE NOTIFIED ASAP~ 
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