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SueeortingAir Aaa ult Of!rations 
By 

1. General 

Lt Col John H. Ivana, Arty 
11th Air Aalt Div Arty 

Wt Benning, Georgia 

The initial employment of artillery in the air 

aaaault operation varies but slightly from employment in nor­

mal land warfare. 

a. Tube artillery normally does not engag in the 

prel:lminary preparat10D for the objective assault. Aerial 

fire support or missile• ar used instead. Usually, tube ar­

tillery doea DOt enter action until after the infantry attack 

is initiated. This procedure allow• aurpriae to be maintained 

to the last minute ad precludes the enaay from determining 
ih1.:le":l1tnt.c 

friendly iB••i•AOAa. 

b. A.a in coa:ventiOllal land warfare, the amount, type, 

and organization of the artillery force muat be suited to th 

needa of the opex tlon. However• the types of aerial prime 

movera available and the characteristics of the objective area 

may prevent th landing of the quantity m caliber of artillery 

required by the atrength of the enemy and the characteristics 



of the area. Ia this situation. a compromise decision mast be 

mad•. 
c. Ild.tial poeitiona are usually very small in area 

and within friendly basea of operation. 

d. The liaitationa imposed by a abortage of apeclftc 

•~ial prf.ae mover• aacl other transportation maana create dif-

ficult:lee in: 

(1) Occupation of positions. 

(2) Supply and resupply, particularly of amuni-

tion. 

(3) Eatabliebment and f.ntenmce of coammica-

tiona. 

(4) l>iaplacing to new positions. 

•· The ground forces in an air assault operation are 

orgaalaed in the following sequence: 

( 1) Orgm.d.zation for movement. 

(2) Organization for the initial aeaault. 

f. Centralized control of artillery is maintained 

from the time it is loaded, through aerial mov•ent, until it 

i• laaded and ia reorganized in the objective area ready to 
' . 

fire. Thia control ia essentt to provide inatatan.eous 

reaction to changes in missions once the artillery is helicopter­

borne. Div rsion to other position reaa or other objective 
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and plas of auppn'ted aaita. 

3. Eetimatu 

a. The air aaaault force commander prepuing Id.a 

eatilsate of the situation• requirea hia artillery conaander to 

make an estimate of the artillery requir_..t.. '?be artillery 

c01111aoclft's e1timate of requireunta ••t be changed contimlally 

ao that recoaaendationa and pl-.. can be kept abreaat of the 

•ituatton. 

b. ·ormally, the initial operatlonal directiv indi­

cat • the means to be placed at the dispoaal of the air aaaault 

f • eoaaader. Prom the maber and t e st&• of the major 

unit• allocated and the terrain, miasion and eemy situation, 

the air u•mlt force ccmnaader eatimatea the utillery require­

ment• to support the force. -rhis estimate 1a mac!e initially 

to cletend.ne the amount ad type required of: 

( 1) Camion artillery. 

(2) ltl.aaile artillery. 

(3) Aerial rocket artillery. 

(4) Ptaed-w:l.ng aerial fire support. 

(S) JIDse.Jnition. 

(6) Special lpaent. 

(7) Aerial prime ~ere/transporters. 
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-mlelAll•. 
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la addittoa to tbe tnfomatioa aonaall7 .-... ired conceraiag 

weather aad terrain 1D the objective area, apeclal ilafonaa­

tloR ia wded pertatatng to artilier,. poaitlma areu •d 

laapr ar••· GracU..ata •• widtha of aittoaa, prevail· 

111& w1Dd comlitiona, preaence of conceal" barrt.era, tat.are 

of P"oaad nrfaee, mcl atwa of obat8Clff in ad around 

tlMt poaitioa will affeot the tne• and m.aber of aircraft 

m4 epeoial ...i,...t r-..U" by artillcy ill pttilag into 

tM JO•ltiou. 

(4) l!e •!f!bilitiea. .._, capabilitl•• 

baaed on emay atr-atla, caapoaltlon, diapoaittoa, atata• of 

pply. reiaforcwnta, morale, and tratahag at aleo be 

couidered •d evaluated in order to detenlae artlllc7 re-

(5) '91oJ!'!t of other fire !Ufeo!t -••· 

btiaat•• of artlllny req.d.remente should include ccmaldera-

tloa. of the aerial cavalry a adron .. .,_. b .. the IK3, 

1116, ad S811 a,..t J the aerial attack md amveillmce -

talioa apou .acb u &VA, napala ad bambe; att.cbed or 

relllforclag medi•1 beny, or very heavy artillery wbi la 

withf.a sanortin& r_.; air d•f- artlll.eryi U'Val gunfire; 

and oloa• air aapport. n. r ... f.red -•m•·a1itloa supply rate 
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for ualatanc• 1n future planning. Ia detftldntng the ar• 

till.C'J' re9air-t, euh of the factor• dbcll .. e41 la"•" 

t:b.roagb "•" above are c-.tdered in tm:a. 

4. The Artillm Ple 

a. ogamaatlcm for c:om.ba.t. The prbl.ciplea of or­

gaaiaation. for c.ombat that apply to ground operations are 

applicable 1n air aaaault: operatiou.. Wbeo combat el•enta 

of the :v1a1on are to lad in Widely c11a,_.aed areas, it 

aay he nece1aary to attach a division utlllary to the 

q aalt eleaente. Other div:laional artill-.ry unite aboul-d 

given a miaaton. of general support or relnforc1Dg. Cen­

tralised control of division artillery la accomplished aa 

900ll u practicable aftu laading to provide flexibility of 

fire 1apport. Corps artillery battaliona ahodld be either 

attaebad bl division inltially or assigned the mission of 

reiaforcing dtvi•ion. artillery. Aerial prime movere to be uaad 

by tbe ud.llery foc .,. .. t abould be attached to dut ar• 

tilldJ for loading and for the period neceaaary to land the 

art.U f!lrY and ita .-.1tloa. Armed eaoort aviatioll may be 

aaa'l.a;aed primary and aeconcfU1 miaaiona. tbrn theae uaita are 

attachecl or laced under the operatlonal. control of divia:lon 

artillcy, their it b.ltegrl.ty will be malntdned duriug 
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b. {lgeis5tioa far 1110VeNDt. 

(1) Divieion artillery aho\114 DOna11y be 

ement u a • parat• movment t. rect 

ppor~ art:lllery Will normally move with the supported unit. 

!be following personnel are uaually prepared aa indicated: 

(•) Corpe artillery and divlaion art111.,­

cc;a anders, with their fire pport elwat. (J'SB) per80Dlle1. 

nm:mal.11 move concurratlywith t 1r reapective eot: or 

Divialoa Operation Centers. 

(b) Mr1a1 o servers m liaiaoa p_.eiea 

move With their appropriat su ported units. 

move 1a auch a 11-ann- aa to maintain tlwt tactical unity of the 

rgmlsattona. 

( 2) It baa been ound that tbe transport heli­

copter, Ql.47 (CllIHOOX), is, in st instance•. the beat &hip 

for tr-.portiag artillery. It ts not 111.ae to lad the trau-

t: airplane, CV2 (CAllIBOV). in an unprepared position area; 

however, thia la another acce able means. A leas desirable 

••• of transport is the 8118ller ut:ility helicopter; section 

in egri.ty is lost. operational range h reducecl and tbe mus 

of alrcraft re41Uire la tactically uueconoad.cal exce~ for 
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a.a.rat ..,,ort ad att...., -•i. Dtl May artill.ry WU8t 

1oeaecl 80 tb8 a t-..a:y change ta 1Jaea of oontaot 

will • ~ to __ , -11 ... fir•. 

(5) Altemat• poaitiou that are n 17 ace­

.U.l.a fraa laitial poaitima aboa14 be obo- to provide 

4itlwa1 OapUilltJ ta walag f1res reati.17 

1d otbawlae be .at of rage. 

• TEPS iafomatie. Artillery tatelllpnce •-

·tolta .,_, availabl c• m4 agecy to lout• target• 

, ............ tU 1..-ing ....... Mria1 fbotoP' ~--at fn­

.. at :latenala St be Mcie -4 atudled at all 

; ... .-11 .. of blrgete -4 priority for at Mk are llade by the 

.8'llllllDI~ ooordtaatioa • ·.1;1M ... RQl9Glll•• an kept 

......... id' by atudy of tba 1-Mt aerial ·11111t1tosrapba met poat 

•trlk.e .-1.nu report• f air atrike .ct other pre aatiou 

.-~ • tbe ol»jeett • At ..--., 01pn:e.i.ty, correett.& 

ce funUbed to tboee be .... artu1 prni.oul7 i•aaed th• 

f targeta • 

.... sre• ad _, to det~ the t of tNZvey 

. ..-ierol aiati11a « ar tbe Jectiw area. Bach ecbel 

of detalJ.H WZWIJ 1aa baaed oaaplete aap 

ad tograpbie reowm•t.aamce. 8arYey aottou are paracbated 
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or 1..-. u •arly u poadbl• ill the area of laflw• ta 

orcltt o iaaure ••"-- lUty for ... ,tag fir••· 

•· £C! eJ!ttiol\ 
(1) 1.H&.9. The coatrol coordination of 

artllltrrY mdta f the '11.. aasault forM dur11'g the 110'tle1Wlt 

--~•• 1t iapttratlve that a cwaentcatl pla tlq tM 

rtMllUU-..mta of •U.,licity reliability and flcd.blllty be 

laced eff.ct. 1'he artillery coaamicatica lan provides 

for eo1 .. rw~tlcm betwen the force art111ft1 ~-, all 

bOrdtnate 1...ate, and the ~tical logiati • group con­

trolltag the movw•1:, 'llbetber they iulv• reached the objec­

tiw or • still 1.n aably loacttng ar • It amat 

prod.de · atian betwen the artillery CCP"ander ad 

8Ubordlaate e1-eats: to direct support artillery; and to 

forward baervera ad liaiaoa off icera with t 

t or ia the bjectf.: area. 

mat be tf.11aed aatabliah cazmnas.cation on the 

iapleat and at fled.\'tle et poealble. A tailed radio 

pl• to lade all lea of artl 11_,. md.ta is usual y 

included aa t to the artillery appandh to the fir n 

port 1• annex. r ~ planning pbaae, et.1 11deation 

t that will ~ by other pporting units to 
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.t . ' ... - --~ .. -- .. - - .. ...-..... 

.... 1'J Cl.U.US all ...-.~....,.. .... 

u .. .as..-Ja.e. 



IPJ.Cl.-r.r: puammel ae lacludecl to insure ~ recoD 

preparation d occup.Kion of altioaa. 

_ .. __ plm.b\a, arr • 9hould be .- wldl the aerlel 

•alrf' adJ.ul or tkat f.ter for artillery 

at laager .-.... 

• mct u !:!! obJectlve1 ..,..., 

~ to the bjectiv area coaai•t• of cletemf.ntna tbe at 

t1:ae artillery el• uta. '.1'he bfft fl' 

,..,.....,..IU after conal at f f ors 

'j above. th1a w.1.11 ialon of 

ail· 

d tf.ae. 

di'ri.eiaa. operation order at provide aircraft: ... 

'~WU .ac:JMCIUJ.tta ~- aerial ~ 8e 

ai le, artllla1"7 la aploy to support the air aa lt. 

mt • inf •try ar-

tUlery la p 0 

••lt. Arti11er)' 

o e infantry• pl accurate destruct 

tructl.Oia, fir• wi 

a f low aibility. 
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••*' cari.era iD the battalion base. While they are loadiq, 

tbe cU.vlaioo'• urial cnah:y 84Uadrod with lta orgetc fire 

ree_...f.••.-ce el-....ta acreena the attali.oa's area of 

inflv•ce. A dlr~ •fPC*t atillery ·bBtery is prepostt:l.onecl 

eu ~ objective i1l order to r.-ty tlaw1elv•• far prepara­

tl.on or on call &ea. Coatlmaou.a f.atellipmce report• to 

the 'battalioa CO ~ aurv.Ulaac• -.4 recoaaai••ance eleeata 

indicate readlua• of the o ~ectlve for aNult. 

c. All tbe fairaatton pne.eda along flight cor-

d.d01-• it ntea ~ nap of the eartbJ for a:ample• in 

of •" fonaatt.-. '1'bf.e formation aubjecta the lfldad car­

rlfte for t aborteat popible time to gr fire from my 

pout a1oas the corri.dar. 

d. t:t • def .. • of the foaation ta prc:M.cled b7 

aerial attack and surveillance battalioa. llellcopters 

of the uamlt licopter battalion provide additional protec­

tloa f« tbe .... d card.ea 

tlw., darbag tbe actual leiding• dur1.q tba diaaabarba-.t of 
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to contact the aircraft ~r directly. In either caae~ 

• pilot tacts e who guictea Ida to the ~t 

by radio. 

k. The rclinat with the Forward Af.r 

tro11.r (rAC) in hi• u•a) deteninea t:bat clo•e air support 

ia reqair and sends the fire miaaion to the artillery liai• 

80D officer at the lnf atry battalion e ta 

~=~~~~~:~·~:ttalion c:amunder givea approval 
atrike. tr •-

eat over Id.a raclio tr 

Air Fore ency near 


