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1. As an assist to all unit commanders the attached list of tactical
tips has been developed for use in operations against the VC.

2. While the points brought out may not solve all problems in the
field, if more attention is paid to what can be done by the unit commander
on the ground, our successes will be stimulated in every direction,
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TACTICAL TIPS

le Intelligences Must be timely, reliable, and detailed. OStress
importance of who, what, when, where, how many to troops for reporting.
Speed is essential in acting on intelligence,

2. Operations Planning. Plan for an adequate force for the task
to be accomplished. Both maneuver and fire support elements of sufficient
strength are required for any operation., Frovide an adequate reserve,
Missions of subordinate units must contribute to the overall force mission.
The initial force employed must be large enough to accomplish all phases
of the operations.

3¢  Coordinstione. All interested and participating agencies must
be knowledgeable of an operation and the extent of their mission. Frob-
lem areas must be resolved prior to the start of an operation.

4, Communications. An effective system of communications, to
inelude radio, wire, audio, and visual is vital to the success of an
operation. Communication with all elements of a force is reguired.
Without communications there is no contol. Multiple means of communica=
tion is desirable,

5 Fire Support. All available combat support means must be given
maximum utilization. Special attention must be directed to fire support
planning. The W will take advantage of any discernable inadequacy in
- fire support efforts.

6. Artillery Support Planninge Plan artillery support for all
operations. Observers on the ground with units must be supplemented by
airborne observers. A4ll clements to be supported must have the fire plan,
call signs and frequencies, and current authentication system. Artillery
must not be relied on as & substitute for organic weapons and mencuver
forces, Plan support for all deployed units, especially when an enemy
ambush attempt is anticipated. Fire support coordination must begin at
the lowest level., Use "Flack Suppression" fire against W ground fire
directed at friendly aircraft.

T. Combat Reconnaissance Operations. Deception must be employed
when conducting aerial reconnaissance, Overfly other areas as well as
the objective area., Air reconnaissance is not a substitute for ground
reconnaissance. Combat reconnaissance using smagll, highly trained umits
are effective against squad or smaller sized units in suspect arcas.
and arc capeble of collecting accurate and up to date informatione
Generally it is comprised of 20 to 24 men armed with lightweight auto-
matic weapons. It is not capable of conducting sustained operations
and should complete its task on the ground in 15 minutes or less.









should be rsponsible for all coordination. &ir cover (AIRCAP) réduceS‘"

the likelihood of ambush.

24, Medical Evecuation. Casualty evacuation rust be expediteds -
Insure that the evacuation systen for civilians, ARVN, and Free World
persomnel is understood by all medical pcrsonnel.

25. Command esnd Control. Brigades and Regimental operations will
be conducted under the personal control of the commander. 4n Airborne
Command Post will be made availsble for use in all Regimental and Brigade
sized operations and may also be made available to battalion cotmenders

vhen their companies are operating separately over extended distances.

26. Counter Sniper Actiong. Commandcrs moving units through thick
jungle areas will employ reconnaissance by fire plus artillery and air

"gtrikes to disrupt enemy forces occupying defen81ve or ambush positions
~and to dislodge snipers from trees.

27. Air Cav. Commanders will call for Alr Cap over all operations
other than routine clearing and small unit actions in the vicinity of
base camps. +This applics equally to armed helicopters which will be

.rotated over units in action. - <&



