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1. As an as·sist to all unit. canma.nders the attached list of tactical 
tips has been developed for use in operations against the VC. 

2. While the points brought out may not solve all problems in the 
field, if more attention is paid to what can be done by the unit commander 
on the grolll'ld, our successes will be stimulated in eve1y direction. 
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TACTICAL TIPS 

1. Intellie:ence. Must be timely, reliable, and detailed. Stress: 
importance of who, what, when, where, how many to troops for reporting. 
Speed is essential in acting on intelligence. 

2_ Operations Planning. Plan for an adequate force ·f'or the task 
to be accomplished. Both maneuver and fire support elements of sufficient 
strength a.re required for a:ny operation. .Provide an adequate reserve. 
Missions of subordinate units must contribute to the overall force miasion. 
The initial force employed mus.t be large ~nough to accomplish all phases 
of tha operations. 

3• · Coordination. All interested ond participating agencies must 
be knowledgeable of an operation and the extent of their mission. P..r:ob­
lem ureas must be resolved prior to the start of an operation. 

4~ CommWlications • .An effective system of communications, to 
include rad:l.o, wire, audio, and visual is vital to the success of an 
operation. Communication with all elements of a force is required. 
Without communications there is no contol. Multiple means of communica­
tion is dcsirnble. 

5. ,Fire Support. All available combat support means must be given 
maximum utilization. Special attention must be directed to fire support 
planning. The VC will take advantage of any discernable inadequacy in 
fire support efforts. 

6. .Artillery Supoort Planning. Plan artillery support for all 
operations. Observers on tho ground with units must be supplemented by 
airborne observers. All elements to be supported must have the fire plan, 
call signs and frequencies, and current authentication system. Artillery 
must not be relied on as a substitute for organic weapons nnd maneuver 
forces. Plan support for all deployed units, especially when an enemy 
ambush attempt is anticipated. Fire support coordination must begin at 
the lowest level. Use "Flack Suppression" fire against VC ground fire 
directed at friendly aircraft. 

7. Combat Reconnaissance Operations. Deception must be employed 
when conducting aerial reconnaissance. · Overfly other nreas as well as 
tho objective area. Air reconnaissance is not a substitute for ground 
reconnaissance. Com"Qat reconnaissance using small, highly trained units 
aro effective against squad or smaller sized units in suspect areas. 
and arc capable of collecting accurate and up to date information. 
Generally it is comprised of 20 to 24 men armed with lightweight auto­
matic weapons. It is not capable of conducting sustained operations 
and should complete its task on the ground in 15 minutes or les;s. 



s. Lan.ding Zones. Select primary and alternate LZs. ·Repeat9d 
reconnais sance of .primary landing zones may give- the VG a premature 
advantage and allow time to plan, prepa.ro; and oxccute an ambush- at 

. tho critical time and place. i 'l.B many loadors as possible should be 
on -the initial flights to minimize flights required. 

9. Te:r.r~i.no . Utilj,ze the terrain. Take advantage of cover a.nd 
concealment ~ · or .rlepl0ying t:•.·oops. Stay ·off trails, roads., and stream 
beds. When defendiHL;: ::;()lect positions affording fields of fire and 

. observation , or , .. Lfon -;,111 canalize the enemy in approaching the friendly 
position. 

10. M'c1.rie1 ::.yer. ~ . l~intain moc ili ty and flexibility of maneuver. 
The situation may d:Lctate .changes. lh?.wa.rranted deviation from the 
plan will r esuJ.t in--a la:ck of· suff icient force a.t the point of· .de­
cision. Control of force s must be maintained at all times. 

11. .4.:t;_tf1fJ"&Q Uae fire and: naneuvcr; .advance under cover .of·. support­
:i,ng fires. ~Che sst1ault must b~ violently executed. Momentum of the 
att ack must bP. rne.i.'l~js.lne d • 

.' .12. __ ~E1~c...'.,2L:Sa.t1.:-olling. Conduct saturation patrolling in 
areas uriclc:::.· _cu:nt:co l o.f the VC to loca'&e him. 1'.rea saturation. tactics 
deny the vc f:ce 8 acc:e ss to all areas within the ' area of. operation. 
Conduct frequent P.:rJ:'l p'J:?sistent ni(S'ht operatic;ms. Patrollin8 simul­
taneous ly on many a·;:-"' s in a large arE)a .. results in a greater numbe.r of 
meeting e:-.1;;.2,:s· t ~; ,u:nts -with the VC. Perform concurrent Psy Wax/Ci vie 
.Action mis sions. 

13. _Se~:r;:g_Q._?,!)d.-_ ]estr9,Y. 'Mifjs iQM• Searc~ and destroy missions 
requi~e employ.:..'1?0.t of flexible oontrol measures such as zones of action 
and pha,se . l in:rn ~ The obje c·i:i ve hlus t be to gain and maintain contact 
wi th an1 destroy the enemy. Units should orient on the enemy, not on 
terrain objectivas . 

14. ~:J..3J~_f1~£]1ts . In addition to normal methods of employment . an 
eagl e .7. o~ca car~ l::e u.sed t o rein.force a ir strikes by landing . immediately 
following CCillpleti on Of an E:irstriice to engage surviving element,s . Of 
all enemy forc e . . . ~ 

15. :f::!!i12.l'-f._fi:£§;~ · . Conduct ambush operations a t night as well as 
during daylight . · C6nU.uct· a detai11:oJ. rehe arsal prior to occupying the 
position. Bach : :1d.~, -" ~-d·,.ml ro J.s ~- ·i:,ho:cour i.1ly understand his task. Move 
to the ambu~; :i. r:::i te by conr~eaie .t' . routes , or move after dark. Spring 
the ambush qlti.ckly and Yiolently:; pursue escaping VC with fire. 

16. ~)ght. Opc.r_atfons ~ Conduct frequent operations during' darkness~ 
Stay behind patrols and ambushes operating at night hinder VC movement • . 
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Plan artillery fires on known and siispected VO as-sembly areas and 
routes of movement. Plan aerial ini'rared photography and airborne xe.d~ 
survoillance oYer suspect areas. 

17. P:::§_y~;.y:io:::i of Ambushee. l'i. unit moving tactioally from one 
point to another •..:2111 not move both rapidly and m&intain proper security 
at the same t i rm . Thq c omma.'1d8r mnst decide which he wants. Of the 
choices it :f.11·~1.:~u '.J ·~ rr1l y the exception when the situation demands 
rapidit;r 0f 1uu..-·:>·;'· ~ ~:ii at '.: . .:. ~t: i c0 of security s All around security on 
the move,. S00·r:.._ ·:,_· ·J::..8roents iTt:ii::-':: l'e posted to the front, on both flanks, 
and t 0 the rear . B::i·~ur i +,y elements must check every area within small 
arms range of the msi:.'1 force. A communications system must be provided. 
Ase:ume. .t hat :.o a.r.ea outside a perimeter or compound is secure. (See Par 6) 

18. ~]l'~e::..:z:.!::i'::l '..lifil~ R3 action to e.mbushes must be swift and violent 
in na tm·£; P-11!/~·:i~rilJ.6 au.t0Il'i.3. tic we a.pons e.nc. grenades, and rapid as.saul t 
of the ambush position. Each unit must have a counter ambush plan under­
stood by all. Personn0l must be constantly alert and ready to fight. 
Wea pons m1m t L ·_ :-1 t~1c soldiers 1 hands. Sigh ts must be set. Impedimenta 
must r..ot he Ri.l:Jp-j '1.i:.d f~o:r weapons. Plan and use artillery support. 

19, Ar.tt,.:;.,_.1c_:...:;i: .)'o~j,iio:1s. VC operational plans take into account 
·range · Ll".c~ J.c, ~'." ... .. . · ~·,.:; :J..::: well e..3 batte ry response time. Frequent changes 
of po r:i ·';: on w:i .. ~L .'1.d.:i to tC.e effectivenees of artillery and the disruption 
of vc pJ ar..f; " · : ~ r~.? .. ;:1 . .)u-l:is 11 a.di surprise to artillery target area. coverage. 

~(l< I't~);.frH.:_, Plan fo~ ell ~!_2y.nQ... defense• Do not disclose automa­
tic WE:-E.po:i-~s po t:J~ ~ions by firing during sporadic sniper fire. Use ambush 
patrols and enrl:.r ·.r :;:cnt~ig devices to cover avenues of approach into the 
perimeter.~ Bl~ e~-030i.al ly alert crnring periods of limited visibility. 

2J.c !~-.J<,r~ ~d~~I1.~ .:-~-s l ~ :)l'i tt.c most deferJ.sible terrain available. 
Est2.bJ if f- 2. ": ::.<';:r: ·p , .. : im'3 t ~r whi:Jh n:eans an a],l uround defense. Dispose 
autou:.<>tj c vrt. e .. rc•!.t~ f'. '1rl grenad.3 l aunchers to cover avenues of app:r:oach to 
the per:i_:;:,E" "...f:r. 3-:t ou-i; t:r.ip flare s and anti-personnel mines. Schedule 
period1 c il:'..wn·:.1·n :~;:_ ,m o~ th8 ar,;as outside the perimeter. 

~;,.\, !~J;2L'<L1~d_.L6cations. Colored smoke should not be used 
to estatli8l1 L: ·r>und locatio.'.1:3 f o.r pilot identification unless contact 
with the er,em~: has be e:'1 mado . Us::i colored panels when the si tu.ation 
perm ts. In +;r :'cc\: jung:c) t he air~re..ft can fly a criss-cross pa. ttern 
over the ~l'~-~~:cc , i;ccA. J..1~ ·~ G giv-3.:: e. rad~ o sigr_al when directly overhead. 

2~e C'f2!1.:3:!Y~~c :fo :~.).1t-3 iB 1CC% .sc-.. fh Cor.voy p::::-o tection depends upon 
comnon ser .. s8 r.1C8.H'JJ'8S :~or s ·.~cu:d ty . \}c•nv-oy operati on-3 nust be thoroughly 
coordir. a+,ca to inciude intelligence, cooounications, air and artillery 
Support, route SC':U"'5_ ty f0rces, and. a lert reaction forces. One agency 
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should be rsponsible for all CO'!rdina.tion. ia.ir cover (amcJ..P) reduces 
the likelihood of a.Dbush. 

24. Medical Eya.cuation. Casualty ova.cu.a ti on oust be expedited. 
Insure that the evacuation syeten for civilinns, ARVN, and Free World 
personnel is understood by all medical personnel. 

25. Comna.nd e.nd 9_<.?rt:trol. :Brigades and Regimental operations will 
be conducted under the personal oontrol of the collll!lander. An. Airborne 
Comciand Post will be made availa~le for use in all Reg~ntal and BrigAde 
sized operation.a and may also be made ~vailable to battalion·oo:llima.nders 
when their companies are operating separately over extended distances. 

2,. Counter Sniper ,Actions• Command•;rs moving uni ta through thick 
jungle areas will employ reconnaissance by fire plus artillery and air 

·strikes to disrupt eneJDT forces occupying defensive or ambush positions 
and to dislodge snipers from trees. 

27. .A:i.r Cap. CoJ111:1anders will call for Air cap over all operations 
other than routine clearing and small unit actions-in the vicinity of 
base camps. This applies equally to armed helicopters which will be 
rotated over 'lmi ts in action. . 4 
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