





Mrs., William H, Honan

caves and tunnels, in denying specific geographical locations to enemy
traffic and in causing the North Vietnamese or Viet Cong forces to use
specific routes of travel. I cannot overemphasize that the overall
objective of the use of riot control agents is to save lives, We
have found that innocent civilians being used as hostages have been
spared when a riot control agent, rather than an overt attack by me
and weapons, has been employed. Our experience also shows that known
enemy personnel locations and fortifications have been captured at
less loss of U.S, and enemy lives when riot control agents have been
used in conjunction with our tactical maneuvers. There is an increas-
ing effort to use the most effective tactics and weapons in every
combat situation in Vietnam to hold United States and Vietnamese
casualties to the absolute minimum,

I recognize that your mind may not be completely at ease about the
specific incident you heard about. If you can obtain more definite
information as to dates, places, and units, it would be possible to
make a more complete inquiry, I have taken the liberty of forwarding
your letter to Major Gemeral Elvy B, Roberts who commands the lst Air
Cavalry Division now deployed along the Cambodian border, He will
inform me 1f there is any credence to the report you'heard, If there
is, I will so inform you,.

I trust that this letter will serve to alleviate any fears and mis-
conceptions you may have concerning our use of chemical agents in
COmbat'and reassure you that 'our forces are not engaged in wanton
killing.

Most sincerely,

RICHARD T, KNOWLES
Major General, GS

i Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff
for Military Operations
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