DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

2 December 1969

Dear Earl:

This is the follow-up on my 12 November letter, and contains my
appraisal of your chances for promotion, based on a detailed examination
of your files.

-

Earl, in my opinion, you have all the required tickets to be con-
sidered seriously for promotion to brigadier general by any board. How-
ever, to be perfectly candid, you must recognize that the competition
is very keen. There are probably three to four hundred colonels with
comparable records, and in the final stretch there are only two factors
that really make the difference.

The first, and foremost, is combat experience, particularly as a
colonel, The second is to have a well-known individual go all out on
an efficiency report and state in effeet that the rated officer can
walk on water. Obviously, if an officer achieves the first of these
the second generally comes quite naturally,

A unique talent such as expertise in the field of cryptology or
considerable experience in the comptroller field sometimes helps. At
the same time, when it gets down to the last few names on the list it may
well be a matter of just plain luck.

The point that I make to career oriented young officers striving
for professional advancement is to go to the sound of the guns, and keep
going until they make the grade, Bob Shoemaker is a fine case in point,

As I indicated in my last letter, Earl, the decision is a very personal
one. The vast majority of officers will not make general officer, I
believe that if an officer does not feel that he can make a significant
contribution as a colonel, and find happiness in the process, then he should
retire before he becomes bitter. . '

I would persondlly like to see you go for broke because I believe

you have what it takes to make an outstanding general officer. However,
Y



I can certainly understand the factors which might lead you to choose the
opposite course., Whatever you decide, Earl, Barbara joins me in wishing
you and yours our very best wishes for the future.

Most sincerely,

RICHARD T, KNOWLES

Major General, GS

Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff
for Military Operations

















