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Civic 
Tops 

* * 
Action Fund 

S100,000 Mark 
Washington (USMC)- The Marine Corps Reserve Civic Action Fund for 

Vietnam, receiving assistance from grateful mothers, goTernors, and untold 
thousands more, has topped the $100,000 mark in contributions already, and 
has established an additional $100.000 ~oat bv March 1. · 

Reports from M a r I n e 
Reserve units around the 
country Indicate a variety 
of sources for fund contri­
butions. 

The Marine Air Reserve 
Tr.aining Detachment in Seat­
tle, Wash., has reported the 
owner of 15 restaurants in 
that area contributed his 
Chrismas Ev!! receipts to the 
Civic Action Fund. 
[arly In the drive, two eov­
ernors, George Romney 
c-f Michigan and WIiiiam 
Scranton of Pennsylvania, 
proclaimed Dec e m be r 
l 965 "Marine Corps Civic 
Action Month" and urged 
citizens to contribute to 
and support the fund. 
Kentucky's governor, 
Edward Breathitt, likewise 
marked the opening of 
the program by urging 
support In hfs state, and 
similar reports from many 
other states are now being 
recetved. 

Students and faculty at the 
University of Wisco~sin 
added to the fund with con­
tributions to CARE in the 
name of Dickey Chapelle, 
woman war correspondent 
and photographer, who was 
killed Nbyember 4, 1965, 

while with a Marine patrol 
near Da Nang. 

Marine Reserve units In 
Dallas have afforded citiz­
ens In their area the op­
portunity to demonstrate 
their support for U.S. ac­
tion In Vietnam In a local 
Civic Action Fund drive 
they call DALLAS-DEMON­
STRA TION-65. They boost­
ed the success of the pro­
gram by obtaining exten­
sive press, radio and tele­
vision coverage and 
through use of a special 
envelope provided by 
CARE officials. 

Letters and contributions, 
many of them from mothers 
of Marines in Vietnam, many 
from youngsters eager to 
share in the Vietnam war, 
have flooded the CARE office 
in Washington, expressing 
thanks for the opportunity to 
help the Marines in Vietnam. 

A letter received at CARE 
sums up the spirit behind 
the contributions. It read: 
"Dear Sir: I can't do much, 
but that's (the contribution 
enclosed) for a Merry Christ­
mas for a Vietnamese mother 
from a U.S. mother .. .'' 

(Editor's Note: The following letter from General W.C. We,tmoreland, 
COMUS.'d'ACV, to Lt. Gen. Cao Van Vien, Chief of Joint General Staff, 
expresses Jhe hope• for' a happy and prosperous N,11, Year for the 
people of Vietnam of all American and Free World 111ilitar11 force•.) 

Lieutenant General Cao ,Van Vien 
Chief of Joint General Staff 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 

Dear General Vien: 
On the occasion of the Lunar New Year and on behalf 

of the members of the Free World Military Forces. I ex­
tend to you and all the people of Vietnam my sincere 
best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year. 

The Year ·of the Snake witnessed vast changes in this 
noble struggle here in Vietnam. The gallant Vietnamese 
Armed Forces, joined by Free World Military Forces, 
inflicted serious defeats on the enemy and demonstrated 
spirited determination to rid this nation of the Viet Cong 
scourge. These victories presage greater successes through­
out the Year of the Horse. 

In keeping with the spirit and traditions ·of TET, it is 
my fervent hope that the Lunar New Year will find 
members of the "Family of Vietnam!" returning to the 
hearth of their ancestors in ever increasing numbers. 

May you and all of the people of VietnaJ.l} enjoy a year 
fiiicd with good health, good luck, prosperity and peace. 

, Resp~ctfully, • . . 

I 
W.C. WESTMORELANii> 
General, United States Army 
Commanding ----

Soldie·r Gets 
Urgent Advice 
Saigon (USA-10) - A 

soldier in the Army's 1st 
Logistical Command doubts 
that he received good advice 
from an American fifth grader. 
A letter addressed by the 
youth to "Any Soldier in 
Vietnam" said he hoped the 
recipient would "hurry and 
win the war .md kill all the 
Germans:• 

USO Handles Phone 
C a II s To St a t es, 
Operations Extended 

Saigon - A serviceman in· 
Saigon now can pick up a 
telephone handset and within 
minutes be in contact with 
an operator in San Francisco. 

From there, he com­
pletes his call to any plate 
in the U.S, · 

These calls to the U.S. 
-previously made at the 
Saigon post office and 
booked through Manila -
now are available at the 
Saigon USO. 

At the present time, the 
calls can be placed between 
7:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., but, 
according to Joe Walters, the 
club director, plans are being 
made to extend the time to 
11 p.m. 

T h e U S O provides the 
facilities , for the calls-the 
waiting room for those calling 
home and the booths for the 
phones-but the Saigon PTT 
conducts the operation as it 
did when the calls were made 
at the post office, Walters 
said. 

More than I 00 service­
men pass through the 
Saigon USO dally to use 
the stateside call service, 
according to Watters. 

The service-available to 
all those who are authorized 
to use the USO - takes 
two to three days from the 
time the caller applies for the 
call, but emergency calls are 

(Cont'd on P-11, Col. 5) 

LOG SPAN REPLACED - Army Capt. C.R. Anderson, 

center, supervises the construction of a wooden bridge which 
replaces a log span used to cross one of the canals. This is 
part of a project to lay nearly a quarter of a mile of concrete 
roadway through the Bae Lieu hamlet of Xom Moi-A in 
the Delta. (See story on Page 4) 

High Rate Accepted For 
Consecutive Overseas Tour 
Within PACAF For Airmen 

Airmen with AFSCs which can be utilized within 
Pacific Air Forces, and who apply for a consecutive 
oversea tour (COT) within the command, are being 
accepted at a high average, figures released by the 
command Directorate of Personnel reveal. 

The figures referred to 
those airmen forecasting in 
October 196 5 for April 1966 
rotations. Within Thailand 
345 airmen forecasted who 
could be utilized in PACAF. 
Of 'this number, 34 applied 
for COT in PACAF, and all 
were granted the COT. 

Of the 490 forecasting 
In Vietnam who could be 
utilized within PACAF, 46 
applied for COT and 4 J 
were retained through 
th@ COT route. · 

The remaining five were 
n o t g I v e n consecutive 
tours due to a lack of 
vacancies w Ith I n their 
AFSC In areas requested. 

Airmrn with AFSCs which 

can be utilized within the 
command are being urged to 
apply for a consecutive over­
sea tour, personnel officials 
have stated. These airmen 
should be receiving special 
counseling at the time of 
forecasting. 

Personnel, interested in 
remammg in the command 
via the COT route, or 
volunteering for a tour in 

Southeast Asia, are urged to 
visit their base personnel 
office for further information. 
(PACAF NS) 

Free Messages Now Travel 
To States Courtesy Of MARS 

Saigon- From Vietnam to the States. messages by 
radio are now available free to American service­
men stationed throughout the ·Republic. 

Last month, the U.S. Army 
S tr a te g i c Communication 
Command and the Army's 
2nd Signal 'Group set up 
seven Military Affiliate Radio 
Service (MARS) stations, the • first of their kind to be es-
tablished in Vietnam. 

Army-operated MARS sta­
tions are located at Qui Nhon, 
An Khe, Cam Ranh Bay, 
Nha Trang, Soc Trang, Long 
Binh aud Di An. In addition, 
there is one Air Force-operat-
ed unit at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base for persont;1el sta-

tioned in the Saigon-Cholon 
metropolitan area. 

M1:ssages travel from the 
local stations to the main 
MARS faciiity at the PenU­
gon. From there, the messages 
are sent to the station nearest 
the address of the message, 
where they are typed and 
mailed through · regular mail 
channels. 

Personnel interested m 
sending messages through 
the MARS network to sta­
teside addressE"s are urged to 
contact the MARS, affiliate 
nearest their duty station. 

0 2 
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Respect Vietnamese New Year *l"=""""'"''"'"-"°"'"""I * - Stability . Operations~· 
For many of you, this is ~our first tour of dnt) m * !!Honor Roll~*. By 1970, we may he laced with more ta, reach-

a foreign land and your first encount~r with the ~~ ~~ mg changes m Army force struct~re. T~ese _struggles 
traditions, customs and mores of a foreign people. LEGION Of MERIT between government and organized msurgents for 
You may have already witnessed s_ome re~i$i?m * 2nd Award * control of land and people threatening independence 
ceremomes an<l taken part in some_hohday feshvt~tes. Col Howarcl B. s1. c1air; wil~ place increasing demands on the U.S. Army as a 

Yesterday was the most important holiday maJor resource of the United States in coping with 
f •· · l h N v · 1'ET I st Award or the \ i_etn~mese peop_ e, •. C t W .I ear . or .' * Lt Col Charle~ L. Martin '* such situations. 
The occaston lS of such mag1tude that strict trad1- Lt Col John A. Sadler 

lions and customs are followed, for it is believed · 
that the manner in which one conducts himself * B~ONZE STAR MEDAL 
during the beginning of the new year will reflect his s 

11 
• f Posthumaru) 

• . p4 [arvrn ,\I. He ll 
actions throughout the enhre year. 

As before in our o,vn histnrv, when soldiers from 
w/V * afar, Generals Von Steuben, Kosciusko, Count 

Pulaski, Lafayette, and others served the United 
States in our revolutionary war for · independence; 

With the coming of the new year, celebrated fo, * BRONZE STAR MEDAL w / V 
three days thatstartedjan. 21, theTETholiday provi~es r.apt Franks. Ailarns 
a time for the v·,etnamese to throw off all worries, Capt Gerard C. Ho,·al 

lit Lt E<lward C. Hro<ly 
rancors and hates of the past year. Every_one is jovial * 1st Lt Everitt C, Harriss 

1st Lt John W. Th" rnpson 
durin1 this time, for to be otherwise would be wishing MSgt Antonio (;nuer, ez 

ill upon oneself. . 
We Americans are guests of the Vietnamese people * 

and have the obligation to conduct ourselve.!> 
BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

( PodJr,znunu) 
!!Sgt Arthur E. Hickman properly during this important holiday season, for Sgt Ralph E. Farmer 

respect for the beliefs of others is fundamental t, * 
the American way of life. (The Editor) 

Men, Might, And Morale 
Napoleon Bonaparte possPssed a profound know­

ledge o{the morale of an indiv ,aual engaged in battle. 
He is reputed to have said on one occasion, '• Every • 
soldier carries in his knapsack a marshal's baton." 
_ a remarkable tribute to the fighting man. 

A review of history leaves no doubt that the 
confidence and respect expressed in those famous 
words brought to France victory after victory~ 

Napoleon's· combinations of military strategy and 
understanding of the motivations of men made 
him an an irresistible force on the European con­
tinent for a quarter of a century-truly a manifes­
tation of the genius of the man. 

He knew that morale, invisible and intangible, is 
a powerful force. Morale can help overcome the most 
formidable obstacles and turn defeat into victory. 

Morale cannot be left to chance. Individual and 
unit morale must be nurtured, for good'· morale zs 
a key to military success. ( ANFJ , 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
3rd Award * 1,t Col Waltrr R. Adkins Jr. 

Lt Col L loyd R. Cain 
Lt Col Dmitri .I. Taclish 
Lt Col .Jam es ''· Tynan 

* 
Capt Samuel W. Smith 
Capt Patrick M. Trinkle 
Capt James L. Drinkwater 

2nd Award * C.t Col Francis J Ford 
Lt Col Daniel L .• Johnson 
Lt Col John .L'. Mohl 
Maj Robert Gillinm * Capt Charles B. T ofl oy 
Capt Joseph E. Conn 
MSgt Waiter H. H nt c<' 
MSgt Andrew G. Yo yt ko 
SFC Doug 'as H . Campbell * SFC Julius E. Sasse,· 

1st Award 
Col Ralph L. Milkr * Lt Col Edward I-1. O'Donnell 
Maj John E. Piece 
Maj James R. Austin 
Maj Cla ) ton W . IIn mphreys 
Maj Har,y H. W Ht · * Capt Anthony r Haning 
Capt Joseph Lucas 
Capt Charles S. ~!ill s .Ir. 
Capt Robert M. Scbmi,l 

* 
Capt Roger D. Venden 
Capt Cole B. Whaley 
Capt Ludwig A. Bnemek 
, apt Bernard C. H eer Jr. 
:apt Leroy D· Hammond 

* 
Capt Ric,liard D. Pecco 
Capt John P. llooth JI[ 

•~:::;~;:~;-;;-~~;;-;~ .;~~;;;~~:;;;;:;;~:-;;-~;-~-~-;-;;-~ -~-:-;-;~-;-;-~-;;- ~apt F, ederick J G. Caris to 
,,i ..i. ...... - ""' ..... ..... ..... ..... - ..... - Capt GeraJd G. Oshurn 

I o4(Ji<R<E:eciJielnam I 
0008 
0010 
0505 
0605 
0635 
0705 
0830 
0905 
1205 
1315 
1320 
1405 
1505 
1605 

RADIO 
(News on the hour and at 0630 and 07.10 daily) 

MONDAY-THROUGH-FRIDAY 
Be Still and Know 
Night Trai.n 
Country Corner 
Dawn buster 
Devotions 
Devotions 
Ira Cook 
Destination Noon 
Johnny Magnus 
Focus 
Siesta Time 
Monitor 
Country Cornrr 
Swinging Si .dies 

Be .Still and Know 
Spofligbt on Jazz 

1830 
1905 
2000 

2005 

Bandstand USA 
Jim Ameche 
To 2200 Monday Only 

Pro Football or Basketball 
Tues.-Footlights and 

Sound Tracks 
Wed .-Jazzbook, Vol, JI 
Thur.-George Shearing 
Fri.-Folk Music of the World 

2105 Australian News 
2110 · Night Beat 
2200 News Thirty 
2230 Night Beat 
2330 Tonigltt Show 

SATURDAY 
1320 
1405 

Capt David Roch,· * r apt Robert T. Smith .Jr. 
,M ,j DAni<•I S. Spurling 
SMaj Jimmie W. Armentrout 
~Maj ~eaborn W . Hyars 
MSgt Doyle N, Sadl e r * SFC Cecil 0. Bowe n 
SFC Andrew C . . Ja ck son 
,FC Lom1ie L. Spivey .Tr. 
'WC William E. Woods 

* 
WC William B. Wood) 
~FC Neal E. Ilio(•gardaer 
'WC .John B. Cas:i rn nt 
'WC Ernest R. Da\'i s 
SFC Paul Mille• 

* 
SFC Donald Wilson 
Sp7 Billy M. Nienum 
,sgt Hirmn T. Harmon 
SSgt Clamle Ha• p 
SSgt J erry J. Moreau * SSgt James B. Seaquist 
SSgt Emory G. Sne ll 
SSgt Rilly J. Blackemore Sr, 
SSgt Daniel R. Lowrey 
Sgt Waine S. Churchill 
,p5 Clarence .r. Myhre * Sp4 Philip P. o·o:nnell 
Sp4 Arthur L. Reichstadt 
Sp4 Douglas F . Lnrson 

* now U.S. Army leadership can serve the developing 
nations which request U.S. assistance by helping to * pro~~de for them ~hat security_ w ithout which stable 
pohhcal, economic, and social institutions cannot 
prosper and preservation of independence is impos-* sible. 

Readiness to assist the developing nations in this * type war are one of the _major challenges of our 
professional future, and on this "battleground of the 
future ... " we intend to maintain our position in the * best tradition ·of the Army. up front to ''the head of 
he column and to the right of the line," as always. 

whenever the national interests and the security of 
* che United States are threatened, no matter the degree 

of that threat. · 

* 
* 
* 
* 

Brig. Gen. Robe.rt C. Taber 
Deputy Dir. Strategic Plans and Policies 

Department of the A..rmy 

All Services Now 
Make VRB Payments I 

Washington (AFNB)- The Variable Reenlistment 
Bonus (VRB) program went into· operation for all 

Q- 1ervices Jan. 1, after final Department of Defense 
review. 

First term reenlistees m * qualified skills may receive 
from one to four times the 
regular bonus. * VRB payments do· not 
count against the 82,000 
a person may earn in * regular reenlistment bon­
uses throughout a career. 

Each service requires a * person to be E-3 or higher to 
qualify, although Army and 
Marine Corps specify certain * tine specialties must be pay 

grade E-4 or higher to qualify. 
Almost all specialties now 

under proficiency pay will 
receive the bonus. Many other 
specialties will also qualify 
for VRB. 

Payments will normally be 
spread o~t in equal yearly 
installments with the first 
payment on reenlistment and 
the others on each reenlist­
ment anniversary date. 

~,_,cwwws......._~.........,.,-,...., ............... ~ 
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* 0008 
0010 
0105 
0505 
0530 
0605 
0905 
1205 
1315 

Nigltt Train . 
Big Band . 
American Popular .\fusrc , 
Dawnbuster 

1605 
1805 
1830 
1905 

Swing Serenade 
C&W Waxwork> 
Swinging Sixties 
Shindig 
Bandstand USA 
Sammy Davis Jr. 
Grand Ole Opry · 
Australian News 
Night Beat 

* JOINT SERVICE * 
COMMENDATION MEDAL 

THE OBSERVEH, an authorized publication with a 
weeklv circulation or 60,000 copies, is published by the 

1command Information Division, Office of Information, 
Hq USMACV for U.S. Armed Forces in Vietnam and 

I is printed in Saigon by Vietnamese personnel. 
The opinions expressed in this publication are not neces-

0008 
0010 
0105 
0505 
0530 
0605 
0635 
0705 
0735 
0805 
0820 

Destination Noon 
Swing Serenade 
Focus 

2005 
2105 

. 2110 

SUNDAY 
Be Still and Knoru 
Spotligltt on Jazz 
Night Train 
Sounds of The 60's 
Catholic Hour 
Navy Hour 
Moods in Melody 
Army Hour 
Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir 
Navy Swings 
Myron J. Bennett 

0830 
0905 
1205 
1230 
1315 
1600 
1835 
1905 
2005 
2105 
2115 

Protestant Hour 
Destination Noon 
Silver Platter . 
Folk Music of the World 
Panorarna 
College Foot/,all 

· Meet the Press 
Small World 
Till Midnight 
Australian News/Sports 
Till !,lidnight 

TELEVISION 

* 
Lt Col Edmund G. Renter 
Capt Warne D. Mead 

ARMY COMMENDATION 
MEDAL w/"V" 

*
. Maj John e. Thompson 

Capt James W. Sa...-ey 
Capt Dorrance D. Major 
1st Lt John F . R eid 
M~gt Andrew G. \'oytko 
\l!Sgt James E. Putman * SSgt Rufus W. Mendenhall 
SSgt Raymond G. Henderson 
SSgt Joseplt W. Hudson 
SSb'1 Roy E. Shelnut 

* 
S,Sgl Eddie L. Williams 
SS11t William F' .Tacksoa 

d F R d . d T l ' . v· SSgt J]if D. Rundall Weekly Arme orces a 10 an e ev1s1on, 1etnam, ssgt Samuel E. Lamb 

program schedules will begin in the January 29 issue of ~f J!.0u~alt ~itc~~~~n 
The Observer. * PFC Ronald J. Stucke.v 

~arily those of the Department of Defense or of any of the 

* 
1 Service departments. This paper uses the facilities of 
Armed Forces Press Service and news services of the 
~ervice departments to augment local news. Mailing 
Address: THE OBSERVER, HQ MACV, APO 96243, U.S. 

* 
* 
* 
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Father, Son Team Blast 
Viet Cong From China Sea 

Saigon (USN-10) - The radio came alive. It was a 
■potter ashore. He needed the aid of off-shore Naval 
eunfire. 

Aboard the destroyer 
USS lngrat,am, the com• 
pany of Ferris and Ferris 

Music At · Midnite 
Aired By USO Aid 

Saigon - Early morning 
listeners to Armed Forces 
Radio Station Vietnam can 
choose music ranging from . 
the classics to the popular 
selections, and hear a true-to­
life American female voice 
announcing the program. 

For one hour every day- . 
just after midnight-Patricia 
{Patty) Krause conducts a 
show for the audience that 
works the night shift, or for 
those whose who want to 
relax after a busy evening. 

Patty-as she is known to 
those who are becoming reg­
ular listeners-does the show 
in her off-duty time. She is 
kept busy during the day as 
an associate director at the 
Saigon USO. 

Radio work is "old hat" to 
Patty. She worked with the 
Far East Network in Japan, 
masterminding "B e d s i d e 
Bandwagon" for the patients 
at the U.S. Air Force hospit­
al in Hokkaido. Most of the 
programs on the half-hour 
show originated at the station,· 
but some were actually done 
from · the bedsides of the hos­
pital patients, Patty said. 

lumped to the gun as the 
famUlar s o u n d o f t h • 
"general quarters" alarff' 
beat through the ship. 

For Ingraham, it was an­
other job designed to blast out 

~ the Viet Co~g. For Ferris 
and Ferris, it was much the 
same as they slipped into 
their positions on gun mount 
52. Lin Ferris, a first class 
commissaryman, gave Bob 
· Ferris, fireman apprentice, a 
pat on the back as the order 
came from the ship's gunnery 
control to ''commence fir­
ing!' 

Lin is the projectile loader 
en this five inch gun, Bob 
is the powder loader and 

·Lin's son. Together they are 
a formidable father-and-son 
team that makes Ingraham a 
top notch fighting machinE' 
and unit for peace. 

When the order came to 
secure, Lin headed for the 
mess deck and a well deser­
ved meal with his son. Also, 
a word of congratulation from 
Bob on his father's recent 
reenlistment for another six 
years in the U.S. Navy. 

SERGEANT HOLDS ORPHAN- "Is it alive?" sums 
to be the question of this Vietnamese tot as she looks at a 
toy duck held by Air Force SSgt. Joseph I. Liebson. Gifts 
of toys to orphanages near Bien Hoa is part of a project 
sponsored by Air Force Protestant Men of the Chapel at 
Bien Hoa. (U. S Air Force Photo) 

THE OBSERVER 

FERRIS TO FERRIS TO VC - Lin Ferris, commissaryman first class (left} and his son 
Bob Ferris, fireman apprentice, work hand-in-hand in Mount 52 aboard the destroyer USS 
Ingraham in a recent Naval gunfire support mission, (U.S. Navy Photograph} • 

At 
With 

Air Force Men 
Local People 

Hoa Aid Bien 
Gifts, Work 

Bien Hoa (U' A"-10) - Vietnamese soldiers stand guard outside Thoi Sun 
haml,.t and school profrcting the makers of good will. . 

•'Kids pop out of nowhere when we use our heavy equipment on the roads," 
comments SSgt. John E. Runion, one of 40 Air Force meri involved in the 
vi1111ge road improvem"nt program and construction work at the hamlet'• 
school. During each work period, an armed squad of Vietnamese soldiers 
sta11ds guard to protect the workers. 

Other officers and airmen -------~---------------­
stationed at the tactical fighter Ho Nai project, said that the thanks 00 12 Air Force men 
base at Bien Hoa volunteer gifts from the U.S. for the teaching th~ conversational 
to work on large scale good orphanage "have been p0t1ring English at Bien Hoa High 

in at a gratifying rate." School. 
will projects in tbeir off- Three hundred Vietnamese Th A. F 
~~ e tt~~• 

Maj. Wayne M. Spray, students are learning to say Bien Hoa are on target with. 
base humanitarian officer, "tbank you" .in English their bomb of good will. 

coordinates the charitable 
activities of such groups as 
the Protestant and Catholic 
Men of the Chapel, officer's 
and enlisted men's clubs and 
several tactical and mainte­
nance squadrons involved in 
local good will projects. 

Good will may come In 
the form of a bar of soap# 
a pencil, or a small toy 
from organizations and 
Individuals In the U.S. to 
the I 40 cl- lldren ot Tan 
Ma I orphanage, three 
miles from the base. 

"The look on the kids~· 
faces as we handed each of 
them a toy made it all worth­
while," said Sgt. Glen H. 
Edwards who led "The Good 
Shepherd Project," which 
brought the much needed 
goods to the children. 

About 75 U.S. Army and 
Air Force men provided con­
struction assistance, new fac­
ilities, clothing, dental and 
medical care for the 60 child­
ren at Ho Nai orphanage. 
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Dennis M. 
Dwyer, base Catholic chap­
lain. who spearheaded the 

Screaming· Eagles Have Close 
Calls With Viet Cong Bullets 

Bien Hoa (USA-10)- A rifle bullet penetrated the 
helmet ~p5 Henry L. Coplen was w •aring, and all 
he received was a headache. Another rifle slug. 
struck a hand grenade slung on the rifle belt worn 
by Sgt. Albino Lopez and split the grenade. 

The two men, both with after a helicopter assault when 
the same company of the 1st a bullet, fired at close range~ 
Brigade, l O I st Airborne Divi- struck one of the hand gre-­
sion, were on a search and nades he had slung on his belt. 
destroy mission when the The lmoact kn?cked hi'" 
incidents happened. down, and he felt his side 

Colpen was manning a to see where he hod bee '1 

.50 caliber mac ,In e gun hit, Lopez recalled, "Th · re 
as pa·rt of the unit's perl• was no blood, but I noticed 
m ,, ter defense. The bull.et that the bull t had struck 
p•.netrated the hefm<>t he the qren~de'; deton-:itlng 
was wearing, but fell to d wlc 3 and then split the 
t e ground Instead of grenade," 
continuing on Its way. "I was lucky on two counts," 

The Korean War veteran Lopez said. "The bullet could 
had always complained about have hit me and the grenade 
wearing the helmet, but now could have exploded to finisk 
"I never want to take it the job. I'm sure glad it didn't 
off,"•he remarked. • because I have a four-month-

Lopez was leading a fire old gir:1 back home I haven't 
team from the landing zone seen." 

• 
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CASUALTY - A wounded Vanguard from the 18th Infantry is readied for evacuation by 
aid men. The unit was part of the /st Infantry Division's elements which participated in 
"Operation Smash" in jungles north of Bien Hoa. 

Civic Action 
Quarter-Mile 

Proiect 
Concrete 

Develops 
Roadway 

Bae Lieu {USA-10)- A joint civil action project dubbed "Self Help .. got off to 
a spirited start the day after Christmas among Americans and Vietnamese deep 
in the heart of the Mekong Delta. 

Object of the project was ----------------------­
to surface a ,perpetually mud­
filled road running through 
the , Bae Lieu hamlet of Xom 
Moi-A and to stimulate the 
local populace into improving 
their living conditions through 
community development. 

The idea for the project 
was born when the main. 
road was closed for secur-

mandant of the MACY 
detachment .at Bae Llel.i, 
rock and sand was secur­
ed from local government 
sources, c e m e n t f r o m 
USOM channels, and a 
volunteer labor force from 
MACY personnel, Bae lieu 
high school students and 
Xom Mol-A hamlet resi­
dents. 

time and the . project still 
has a long way to go. But, 
when it is completed, the 
hamlet people will have near­
ly a quarter-mile of concrete 
road-a road they can be 
mighty proud of because they 
built it themselves. 

Jan . 22. 1966 

VC "Chow Call✓ Interrupted 
By 'Red One' Raiding Party 

Bien Hoa (USA-10)- Elements of the 2nd Rrigade11 

1st Infantry Oivision, have inflicted heavy ltlsses on 
the Viet Cong in recent operations in the jungles 
north of here. 

The Vanguards of the I st 
Battalion, 18th Infantry, inter­
rupted "chow call" at one of 
the 16 VC camps they des­
troyed du r in g "Operation 
Smash." Hot food was on 
the tables at a VC quarter­
master depot, and there were 
pens containing pigs and 
chickens in the camp. 

At another camp, training 
devices-barbed wire obstacle 
courses, punji traps and trip 
wires attached to bamboo 
fences - were discovered. 

The Vanguards destroy­
ed a total of 500 pounds 
of flour, 1,200 pounds of 
rice and some small arms 
ammunition during t h e 
operation. 

In another raid near Di An, 
elements of the 2nd Battalion, 
16th Infantry, Rangers also 
found hot food on the tables 
at a large VC base camp. 

The camp apparently had 
been 'used as an ammunition 
depot. More than 70 claymore 
mines - in various stages of 
contruction - were found, as 
well as some anti-personnel . 
mines and more than I 0,000 
rounds of U.S. rifle ammu­
nition. 

In a dispensary at the 
same camp, documents on 
VC medical cases, anti• 
malaria pills and a quan­
tity of penicillln were 
discovered. 

The Rangers also picked 

up 500 pounds of rice and 
some VC uniforms before they 
destroyed the camp. 

Water Witch Finds 
Hidden Stream For 
Battery Showers 

Phu Loi (USA-10)­
Water, water everywhere, but 
not a drop can be found to 
take a shower. 

This was the problem cf 
Headquarters Battery, 23rd 
Artillery Group, 1st Infantry 
Division, until PFC Jack D. 
Pitman displayed the powers 
of a water witch. 

Pitman broke off a for­
ked branch from a bush 
and walked are:und hold­
ing the "divining rod" In 
front of him In the man­
n e r o f w a t e r witches 
since time !mmemorlal. 

After scouting the area 
under the disbelieving eyes . 
of other men, Pitman's witch­
ing stick "nosed down", af­
firming the presence of a 
water vein. 

Soon the skeptical onlookers 
pitched in with the confident 
private, driving a galvanized 
iron pipe into the ground. 

Thirty-five feet of dig­
ging produced enough 
water for all the men to 
take a shower. 

Fortunately for Private 
Pitman, the days of witch 
burning are past history. 

ity reasors, and the ham­
let Inhabitants were forced 
to use a secondary, mud­
splattered road that runs 
alongside a drainage ca­
nci1. 

The project opened . with 
an overwhelming response. 
On the first morning, more 
than I 00 students turrted 
out, along with dozens of 
hamlet residents, while a 
score of American soldiers 
extended help to their neigh­
bor's. 

Airmen 
When 

Told To 
Selecting 

Use Good 
Stateside 

Judgement 
Assignments 

Feeling this was a good 
opportunity to awaken the 
energies and talents of the 
people, a quorum of cooper­
ation was organized among 
Military Assistance Com­
mand, Vietnam, United 
States Operations Mission 
personnel and local civic 
leaders. 

Sparked by U.S. Army 
Capt. Edwin B. Zipp, com-

At the end of the first 
day, rocks were laid over 
the muddy sections of the 
road, cement was poured 
over long stretches of rock 
bed, and a 10-foot wooden 
bridge was built to re­
place a single-log span. 

Those working on the pro­
ject are using only off-duty 

Illinois Pays Bonus To 
V-ietnam Service Veterans 
The Illinois State Legislature has enacted a bonus 

for servicerpen and veterans who served in Vietnam. 
The following is an extract 

of the Illinois Bonus Law: 
"Section 2: Every person 

who has served on active 
duty with the Armed Forces 
of the United States on or 
after Jan. 1, 1961, and prior 
to such time as Congress 
declares such persons ineligib­
le for the Vietnam Service 
Medal, is entitled to receive 
compensation of $ I 00 for 

such service if (a) he had been 
a resident of the State of 
Illinois for at least I 2 months 
immediately preceding the 
time he entered the service; 
(b) heis still in active service, 
is honorably separated or 
discharged from such service, 
has been furloughed to a 
reserve or has been retired, 

(Cont'd on P-11, Col. 2) 

Airmen currently in Southeast Asia are being asked to be realistic in select­
ing bases of choice when they are scheduled to rotate to the CONUS. In this 
way, they can avoid disappointment, say Directorate of Personnel officials 
at PACAF Headquarters. 

T h e following message 
from Hq. USAF was received 
recently by the PACAF Di­
rectorate of Personnel and 
sent to the units in the field 
for compliance: 

"Reference is made to the 
designation of bases of choice 
by airmen oversea returnees 
outlined in paragraph I O 13 
and 7013D, AFM 39-1 I. 

"The sizable buildup of 
Air Force personnel In 
Southeast Asia and the 
programmed continuing 
Increases w,111 generate 
an equally large rotation 
back to the CONUS as 
tours are completed, 

"It obviously will not be 
•possible to maintain the high 
selection satisfaction rate of 
a base or state of choice that 
has been experienced by 
airmen returnees in past 
months. 

"Equitable command dis­
tribution, fully effective utili­
zation of skills, manning pri­
orities, position vacancies, 
UMD authorizations, and 
command mission are some 
of the factors that determine 
military requirements. As in 
the past, first priority in 
assigning personnel must be 
given to meeting these re­
quirements. 

"SEA airmen returnees 
will still be given first 
consideration for • available 
CONUS assignments, but 
they cannot reasonably expect 
the locations they desire 
unless their choic_es are made 
realistically in the light of 
their training, experience 
and qualifications as applied 
to Air Force requirements. 

''For the lndlvldual's 
benefit and to lessen the 
Ukelihood of disappoint-

ment, the following gui­
dance should be added to 
counseling of the airmen 
on rotation to C O N U S 
from all oversea areas: 

"Airmen possessing skills 
directly supporting a specific 
weapon system should logi­
cally expect assignment · t.o 
the CONUS bases, states and 
areas under the jurisdiction 
of the major air command. 
which utilizes that particular 
weapon system. As examples~ 
airmen with skills utilized 
primarily by l\,,L<\C should 
expect CONUS assignment 
to MAC · bases; those with 

· skills supporting ADC weapon 
systems would expect assign­
ment to ADC bases, etc. 
This logic applies especially 
to airmen personnel deploy­
ing with -TAC units, who 
should expect almost certain 
return to TAC bases when 
they rotate to CONUS." 
(PACAF NS) . . 
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Washington 
Memos 

NORTH AMERICAN AIR 
Defense Command, Colorado 
Springs, Col. will be re­
organized April 1, including 

1 its component cot)lmands. 
The move includes realign­
ment of the U.S. Army Air 
Defense Command and RCAF 
Air Defense Command. 

NORAD'S REALIGNMENT 
Is In consonance with the 
changing emphosls of the 
mafor threat to North 
~merlca · from manned 
bombers to ballistic missi­
les and overall improve­
ments being made to the 
air defense weapons con­
trol system. The reorgani­
zation will coincide with 
acqusitlon of an Improved 
back-up Interceptor con­
trol (BUIC) system coupled 
with the SAGE system. 

AIR FORCE OUTST AND­
ING Unit .Award was pre­
sented to 1st Air Commando 
Wing, Hurlburt Field, Fla., 
for pioneering in Special Air 
Warfare tactics and techni­
ques. In two years since its 
founding, 1st Air Commando 
Wing has deployed training 
teams to three foreign coun­
tries to train indigenous per­
sonnel in special air warfare 
techniques. The wing con­
ducted training for U.S. per­
sonnel and provided a ,rapid 
reaction Air Commando Force 
which was twice deployed 
overseas under emergency 
conditions. 

COUNSELLING FOR OBLI­
GATED Volunteer (OBV) 
lunlor officers is being 
tested by Army to encour­
oge OBVs to change cate-
gories and evaluate what 
Army offers careerwlse. 
Counselling is by a six-of­
ficer Office of Personnel 
Operations team. Back­
grounds qualify members 
to represent all Army 
career branches during 
visits to selected Installa­
tions. 

NAVY HAS CONDUCT­
ED operational tests on an 
unusual rescue net for use 
in UH-2 Seasprite helicop­
ters. The net, with a ladle­
shaped handle for stability, 
can be towed to downed air­
men. It has capacity for two 
persons in event a crewman is 
lowered into the water. New 
net has been incorporated 
into UH-2 production pro­
gram and will be retrofitted 
into all delivered Seasprite 
aircraft. 

U.S. ARMED FORCES per­
sonnel traveling to Thai­
land bv commercial car­
riers must have correct 
credentials, including a 
valid passport, prior to 
their arrival. Only military 
personnel traveling en­
tirely ,by military aircraft 
are exempt from passport 
requirements In that coun­
try. 
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ENEMY RIFLE - Secretary of the Army Stanley R. Resor inspects a Chinese Communist 
7.62 automatic weapon while visiting the I 7 3rd Airborne Brigade near Bao Trai, RVN. The 
weapon was captured by the paratroopers the day before the Secretary's visit, in a fierce 
engagement with the VC, which left I I I enemy dead. From left to right are: Brig. Gen. Ellis 
W. Williamson, commanding general, 17 3rd, Secretary of the Army Resor and Maj. Gen. J.O. 
Seaman, commanding general, /st Infantry Division. (U.S. Army Photo by Sp5 Charles Sparrow) 

Chopper Crew Risk Lives Saving 
lniured U.S. Marine Pilot Buddy 

Chu Lai (USMC-10) - The injured Marine was lying on a steep rock-slide 
slope overlooking an 800-foot drop. 

Piloting a Marine Observation Squadron (VM0)-6 Huey, Maj. Herbert J. 
Harkey leveled his helicopter 40 feet above the victim, keeping the Huey's 
rotor tips less than three feet from the slope of the slide. 

cately shifted the control 
stick to compensate for 
the lopsided balance. 

more than a wrist flick from 
crashing the helicopter into 
the side of the mountain. 

p ... s 

Army Gives 
Shock · Cases 
Intensive Care 
Washington (ANF)- An 

intensive treatment unit, one 
of a few of its kind in the 
world and the only one in 
U.S. military ·or government · 
service, has been installed at 
the Army's Walter Reed 
General Hospital here to care 
for shock cases that do not 
respond to standard treat­
ment. 

The unit is made up of a 
small but highly complex 
group of devices clustered ' 
around a special bed which 
permits a wide range of 
treatment without moving 
the patient. 

Quick diagnostic informa­
tion comes from a small lab­
oratory section and a large­
screen fluoroscope. 

In addition, the bed pro­
vides a constant indication 
of the patient's weight, down 
to the nearest gram, an im­
portant factor in gauging the 
exact amount .of blood re­
quired. 

Hospital officials indicate 
that the unit win-' be devoted 
to refractory shock cases, 
especially trauma produced 
by enemy action, in which 
the emphasis is on sustain­
ing the patient througb. the 
crisis period. 

Cpl. Frank Dalton, crew 
chief, lowered a sling to the 
infantry Marines protecting 
their wounded buddy. The 
helpless pilot h a d b e e n 
wounded in the hip and had 
both legs tied together as a 
first aid measure. In his ex­
tended position, Dalton could 
not winch him into the side 
hatch without guiding the 

As the victim came abreast 
of the hatchway, Dalton eas­
ed the rifle from the pilot's 
back to prevent the ,hopper's 
blades from hitting the wea-

Chapel Dedicated; Vanguard 
People Of RVN 

lift. 
Sliding out the doorway 

of the 'copter, the cor­
poral balanced himself on 
a two-Inch landing skid, · 
and guided the I.ft toward 
the hatchway. In the cock­
pit, Major Harkey dell-

pon. 
After the crew had suc­

cessfully guided tl¢e suspend­
ed body into the 'copter, he 
pulled himseff back in and 
off the skid. 

The major, throughout the 
weight-shifting, counter-ba­
lancing pick up, was never 

Carry-All 'Bus Service' 
Doing Booming Business 

Qui Nhon (USA-10)- The seats aren't padded and 
some of the neighborhoods it frequPnts are classed 
as rough ones, but the Arm) 's 1st Logistical Command 
in Qui Nhon has a mighty popular "bus service" 
that's doing quite a lot of business. 

The 579th Transport- -----------
ation Company "bus and 
truck line" has hauled 
everytliing from equip­
ment-laden soldiers ready 
for combat to I 0,000 
pounds of barbed w ire 
per truck from Qui Nhon 
Into the mountains of 
central Vietnam. 

Commanded by Capt. 
Ronald Bodziony, the 597th 
has been providing hauling 
service for the u:s. Army 
Support Command, Qui 
Nhon, and the units that Qui 
Nhon backs ·up logistically. 
Such Army combat units as 
those in the I st Cavalry 
Division were customers of 
the 597th in their first long, 
dangerous ,trek up V:C-infested 

Route 19, and they continue 
depending on the 60 big 
stake-and - platform tractor­
trailers for their daily re­
supply _ of logistics from Qui 
Nhon. 

Men and equipment 
hove been hauled all over 
the highlands sector for 
almost five months by the 
"buses" that like to rough 
It. 

The trucks make their way 
almost daily up Route l 9 to 
An Khe an.cl beyond to 
Pleiku frequently. And when 
the situation warrants it, the 
597th pushes in active battle 
areas to get the supplies 
through to combat forces. 

Give Plaque 
Bien Hoa (USA-10) - "Blood, sweat, tears and 

agony went into the construction of this chapel for 
friencis who died in combat. These efforts make this 
as important as the great cathedrals ·of Furope." 

These were the opening 
remarks of Chaplain (Col.) 
Daniel 0. Wilson . at the 
dedication of a memorial 
chapel for the 1st Battalion, 
18th Infantry. 
The Vanguard C:hap~I was 

built by men of the 2nd 

25th Inf. Div. Walks 
Only 75 Yards During 
'Hike' From Hawaii 

Pleiku (USA-10)-Troops 
of the 3rd Brigade, 25th In­
fantry Division, had to walk 
only some 7 5 yards to get to 
their new home in Vietnam. 

U.S. Air Force C-141 Star­
lifters air-shuttled the "Tropic 
Lightning" fighting men from 
Hickam Field, Hawaii, to 
Pleiku. They disembarked and 
walked the 7 5 yards to the 
waiting stake and platform 
trucks from the 27th Trans­
portation Battalion 4th, Trans. 
portation Command. The 
next stop was the Pleiku 
staging area. 

• Battalion, I 8th lofant_ry, 
as a memorial to those 
who have fallen Jn battle 
In Vietnam. 

Men from the rifle compan­
ies s e cur e d mahogany 
for c o n s t r u c ti o n of\ the 
building. After the louvered 
sides and rafters were in 
place, men from the unit's 
headquarters company pro­
vided the sheet metal for the 
roof. 

Sp5 David P. Botzen• 
herdt, who supervised the 
bulldlng's construction, 
personoll'f gttended to the 
finishing tr.uches of the 
chapel's Interior. 

The chapel will accommo­
date 96 people. 

Following the ceremony 
inside the chapel, a plaque 
at the building's entrance 
was unveiled. 

The plaque, a gift of the 
Vietnamese people, reads: 
"In memory of our comrades 
of the I st Battaliont 18th 
Infantry, who gave their lives 
selflessly and gloriously in the 
service of their country and 
on behalf of the free people 
of the Republic of Vietnam." 
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,TET Scenes 
Similar Scenes Welcome 

Horse This We Year Of The 
Saigon- TET is the Viet­

namese Lunar Festival-the 
biggest and most significant · 
holiday of the year. 

Instead of centuries, the 
Vietnamese calendar is di­
vided into 60-year periods. 

Each year of a period is 
designated by one of the five 
elements: wood, fire, air, metal 
and earth, and one of I 2 
animals: rat, buffalo, tiger, 
cat, dragon, serpent, horse, 
goat, monkey, chicken, dog 
,and pig. 

The year of 1965 was the 
Year of the Snake. This is 
the Year of the Earth and 
Horse, referred to as the 
Year of the Horse. 

As T E T · begins, man 
throws aside worries, rancors 
and hates of the past year. 
He pays all debts, wears new 
!,iothing and has only cheer­
ful thoughts. 

ents, feasts and boisterous 
public celebrations. All is ac­
companied by the sounds of 
gongs and cymbals for the 
unicorn dance. 

The unicorn brings luck, 
especially to those who hang 
money from their windows 
for the unicorn to eat. 

The first household visitor 
of the new year is thought 
to influence the well-being of 
the family during the entire 
year. Some _families go out of 
their way to invite a propitious 
first guest and discourage all 
others from entering before 
he does. 

Around each house a circle 
in lime will be drawn on 
the ground to ward off the 
plague. 

A bow and arrow will also 
be drawn in lime in front 
of the door as added· pro­
tection against evil spirits. 

bloom during TE 
NA ONG and 

male and female 
who hate peopl, 
during hours 0 

They are afraid c 
light hence 1 
gongs and cyml 
the nights of TE': 

Feasting OCCUJ 
cipal place in 
New Year 
Characteristic 1 
are BANH TET, 
and DUA ID 
melons. 

The square ri 
filled with pork, 
sausage and jan 
wrapped in gr, 
leaves and boil 
hours. 

SKYROCKETS- A main attractiort of th, Lll1lar New Year celebration 
There is public worsJtlp 

and venerations at the £am­
.Uy shrine. There are pres-

The CAY NEU is a 10 me­
ter bamboo pole, decorated 
with significant objects, set 
in front of the house on 
the eve of TET. It stands 
for seven days to ward off 
evil spirits. 

Accordins to 
cakes represent · 
the arrival of ! 
green foliage is a 
peace and prospe 
the Earth, the ca: 
cardinal points ~ 
with savory and r • u th, traditional firework! display. 

BU'£!DHIST MONKS- Durint TET Buddhist! conduct 
,peaal .,.,.,,. Nl'Vicu amidst swirling incense and ar, 

an, .. nti 6y tongs and th, TET drum. 

WORSHIPPERS- Two womm place their barning joss 
sticks amidst corurtlus others ouuide a pagoda during TET. 

* 

SICJR .PAINTER- An artist in a sidewalk shop paint, 
TET greetings in gold on strips of red paper. The red 
and gold signs are hung on doors to bring good lad,. 

TRA and UAT LUY are 
the good geni who protect 
homes. Their sign is the 
apricot tree or its branches. 

THUY TIEN is the nar­
cissus flower (also known as 
the water fairy). It is good 
luck to have a narcissus 

Watermelon­
quarter slice-is 
each meal to brir 
good luck during 
year. It can sub! 
drinks, except lie 
, From the yot 

oldest, TET is 1 
forgetting the h. 
the old year and 
a better new ye. 

TET DRUM- The T ET drum sow 
as long . OJ then are ~r 
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elcome 
( 

eek 
TET. 
•nd NA BA are 
ale evil genii 
,ple and roam 

of darkness. 
id of noise and 

the lights, 
rmbala durini 
rET. 

:pies a prin­
in the Lunar 

celebrations. ' 
TET dishes 
, rice cakes, 

HAU, water-
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Year Of The Snake 

rice cakes are 
k, beef, beans, 
jam. They are 
green banana 

TOYS- A young boy selects a TET ti,/t. 
DRAGON- Hundreds of people will support the symbolic dragon as it winds 

its way through the streets. 

·• • for 12 

~ legend, the 
at the Earth at 
:1 Spring. The 
Is a symbol of 

erity and, like 
cake has four 

and is filled 
~ rich elements. 
a - preferably a 
i~ served after 
,ring health and 

~ng the coming 
bstitute for all 
liquor. 

1

youngest to the 
!~ the time for 

hard times of 
ind hoping for 
year. 

INCENSE- Candles and joss sticks burn inside pagoda as people co,ru to worship 
during the traditional and religious holiday. 

ouncu continuously during the celebration., 
,orshippers inside th , pagoda. 

TET MASK- The Jovial fat man, traditional friend 
of the children, follow, close behind the dancing unicorn. 

FLAMING URN- Incense is burned in and around tht 
great ceremonial urns outside the pagodas to call peopl, 

to worship during TET. 

UN IC ORN - The traditional T ET unicorn danct. 
Happiness and good fortune will come to those •At ) 
hang money from their windows for the unicorn to ea. 
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Monsoon Seasons Make 
Daily Rains Safe Bet 

Nha Trang (USAF-10)- "Say, I'll bet it's gonna 
rain today!" came the remark that drew icy stares. 
from the group of wet Air Force men waiting for the 
bus at the Nha Trang airfield. 

NOT BITING -Avid fisherm1.n, Air Force TSgt . Dom Fedora, dug out a fishing pole hoping 
to get a "bite" in the foot-deep lake caused by monsoon rains at the Nha Trang airfield. The 
area where the sergeant is "fishing" was dubbed "Officers' Pool" and "Runway River" by the 
airmen forced to cross it. (U.S. Air Force Photo) 

Marine ~ailmen Sort, Deliver 
12,000 Pounds Of· Mail Daily 

Chu Lai (USMC-10) - I wish I would get a little more of this mail!" This 
Manne mailman means a little more of the 12,000 pounds t 1f letters and 
packages he sorts and distributes daily with the help of five other mailmen in 
the 3rd Marine Division. 

Sgt. Dot1ald F. L'Italien, 
who is NCO in charge of 
Postal Unit I 1, Branch 14030, 
observes that, "The amount 
of mail we handle for the 
Marines in Chu Lai sector is 
unbelievable." 

Stamps accounting for $ 5, 1 88 
were also sold during the 
same month. 

portation, from helicopter to 
amphibious tractor." 

One consolation to their 
job is that they know their 
work keeps other Marines' 
morale high. 

The odds were good that 
it would rain-very hard all 
day long. The monsoons had 
arrived over a month ago, 
giving only occasional glimp-
ses of the sun. · 

A huge pool of water 
accumulated on taxiway 
eight was dubbed the 
110fflcers' Pool," alter­
nately called "Runway 
River." 

One clear-thinking forward 
air controller was seen pre­
flighting his aircraft while 
wearing a swimsuit and a 
flack vest. 

Clothes are never dry, 
but a group of Industrious 
maintenance men were 
determined to do every-
thing possible to keep 
from mildewing. T h e y 
were seen poling their 
way out to an aircraft on 
a raft built from flare 
packing cases. · 

Trying to walk around the 
puddles usually lasts for a 
week or two, then it's easier 
to just wade right through. 

The discomfort, incon­
vienience and difficulty caus­
ed by the rains never makes 

the job impossible. It is a 
tough job, walking a guard 
post, changing an engine or 

Working 16 hours a day, 
seven days a week, the 
Marine mailmen sort and 
distribute an average of 
1,000 pounds of Incoming 
letters and 9,000 pounds 
of packages every day. 
An additional 200 pounds 
of letters and 1,500 
pounds of outgoing pack­
ages are also t and led by 
these six hustling Marines. 

To break the monotony of 
a continuous job, the men 
rotate positions every five 
days. This way, every man 
knows all five jobs, which 
includes money order clerk, 
finance, dispatch, rework and 
registry. 

500 Pounds Gear, 20 Owners 
Packed Into Marine-'Wagon' 

In one month 6,494 money 
orders were sold to Marines 
for a total of $335,369.57. 

The sixth man, Sgt. Carol 
R. Hawbaker, is in charge of 
Mobile Unit-6, which travels 
to outlying Marine and Navy 
units to handle sales of money 
orders. Hawbaker, says, ' ' I 
travel in all weather con­
ditions by all means of trans-

Leatherneck Delivers Candy 
When Visiting Outlying Units 

Da Nang (USMC-10)- •·The money ordf'rs must go 
through," is the nll>l Lo of Sgt. Robert E. De Vec1 ux, 
who st'lls postal money -orders to 3rd Division 
Marines in thf' Dn N,rng area. 

His job has taken him to 
the most remote areas of 
the Marine enclave at Da 
Nang, 111f a Marine wants 
a money order, it is my 
fob to see that he gets it," 
Deveaux said. 

Each circuit of the outly­
ing Marine 11nits takes 1 0 
davs. 

The Vietnamese children in 
the villages along DeVeaux's 
route have come to know the 
mechanized circuit rider. Most 
of the Marines know him also. 

D e V ea u x distributes 
free magazines to th a 
Marines who buy the mon­
ey orders, and they know 

him by name. He passes 
out candy to the village 
children, and t , ey know 
him as ''honcho." 

The magazines and candy 
are donated by Marines from 
units near the 3rd Marine 
D:v :sion post office. 

"When I started making 
these trips I noticed that the 
Marines seldom ha d a n y 
readinf; material," DeVeaux 
said. " When I asked if they 
would like some magazines, 
I got a loud 'yes' for an ans­
wer, so I have been bringing 
them since that time." 

Da Nang (USMC-10)- Ever try to cram 20 people 
and 500 pouutls of luwiage into a station wagon? In 
effect, Marine 1st Lt. William Askins and his crew 
did, They were asked to move refugees from the 
emhattled outpost of Qne Son, 35 milPs southwest 
of Da Nang, and they were flying a UH340 which 
ha~ an interior abonl the slze of large station wagon. 

"I don't think I've ever 
seen such an assortment In 
my life," exclaimed Askins. 
"There were 20 peo­
ple but they were carry­
ing t heir lives on their 
backs. Sleeping mats, 
teapots, pans, rice, live 
chickens and fish we r e 
part of the refugees' be­
longings. 

"At first we loaded 12, 
along with their gear. Then I 
lifted off and tried a practice 
hover to see if the chopper 
could star d more weight. It 
could," continued the lieuten­
ant. 

Three times Askins hover­
ed experimentally and every 
time be set down his crew 
chief, Cpl. Richard C. Har­
relson helped a few more 
people aboard. 

Finally, all the refugees 
and their possessions.were 
loaded and, heavy as a 
kite with a lead tail, the 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 
chopper carried them to 
safety. 

"There was one casualty," 
Harrelson reported. "One of 

the chickens got untied and 
began fluttering around. He 
was so beserk he flew right 
out the door." 

Sharpshooter 
Gets His Man 
With One Shot 

Da Nang (USMC-10) -
The rifle marksmanship of 
SSgt. Irving B. Tchakirides 
of Company B, I st Battalion, 
First Marine Regiment, 3rd 
Marine Division, would put 
even Davy Crockett to shame. 

Spotting a Viet Cong guer­
rilla running across the rice 
paddies some 900 yards away, 
Tchakirides, whose normal 
weapon is a .45 Caliber pistol, 
grabbed a rifle, gave the 
elevation knob a vigorous 
twist and dropped the running 
Viet Cong with one shot. · 

The M-14 rifle used by 
Tchakirides is normally cons­
idered accurate to only about 
460 yards. · 

loading cargo Vfhen you are­
wet, cold and miserable, but 
everyone knows that it has. 
to be done-weather or not. 

Little Theater 
Comes To Vietnam 

Saigon-The Little Theater­
has come to Vietnam and it 
is loaded with local talent. 

Some months ago an Army 
nurse started the theater group 
which is now on the road. 
~ith "South Pacific." 

The nurse, I st Lt. Mered­
ith Seapy of the 3rd Field 
Hospital, enlisted the aid of 
the Saigon USO in forming 
the nucleus of · the talent­
laden group. As a result, 
troops from one end of 
South Vietnam to the other 
will be seeing the group which 
made its debut Jan. 17. 

Most of the cast have had 
acting experience - several 
have acted professionally­
and they are from nearly all 
the services in Vietnam. 

Along with Lieutenant 
Seapy, who has the role of 
Nellie Forbush in the show,. 
are Army Capt. Samuel 
Meals, a doctor at the 93rd 
Station Hospital; Lt. Bonnie 
Graen, a Navy nurse, and. 
1st Lt. Jack Gittings of the 
U.S. Air Force. Army Sgt. 
Gene Thaden is the show's 
director. , 

Oregon's Vietnam Veterans 
Get State Educational Aid 

Saigon-Vietnam Veterans,. 
as well as certain recipients 
of the Armed Forces Expedi­
tionary Medal, from the state· 
of Oregon have been authoriz­
ed educational benefits, ac­
cording to Oregon Depart­
ment of Veterans' Affairs. 

Entitlement to the be­
nefits are available to, 
veterans of Vietnam and 
veterans who served In 
Lebanon, Berlin, Quemoy,. 
Matsu, Tai wan Straits, 
Cuba , Congo or Laos dur­
in~ certain periods. 

The educational benefits 
range from fifty dollars a 
month for full-time students 
enrolled in undergraduate 
study to thirty-five dollars for 
40 hours of study per month. 

Recipients of the benefits. 
must have lived iri Oregon foi­
at least one year prior to en­
trance into the armed forces 
and must have proof of re­
ceipt of the Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal 
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Defense- v ·oliinteers Trained Near Bae Lieu 
Bae Lieu - The town lies 

;astride a sluggish, muddy 
·river in the flat, unrelieved 
landscape that is the south­
•eastern Delta. 

Before the VC cut the 
"highway to Saigon, it was 
·one of the richest cities in 
the Mekong area, but since 
transportation of . its rice to 
the Saigon market has become 
difficult, an apathy settled 
over the town, its build­
ings began to deteriorate and 
the whole place took on a 
shabby, dingy appearance. 

This is Bae Lieu, nearly 
150 miles south of, Saigon, 

headquarters for Vietnam's 
newest p r o v i n c e of the 
same name. Included in the 
province boundaries are some 
of the richest rice lands in 
the Delta, mile after mile of 
coastal mangrove swamps, 
and fertile fruit and vege­
table areas. 

"The , potential Is cer­
tainly here," said sec­
tor advisor Maj. Francis 
W. Craig. "All It needs Is 
development, and, as I see 
It, thqt's the basic fob we 
have here." 

When the sector was first 
formed last F ebru.1ry, Re­
gional and Popular Force 

volunteers were sent . to an­
other province for training. 
Today, thanks to the efforts 
of the sector team, there is a 
training center just a mile 
•from Bae Lieu where the 
home defense volunteers are 
trained. 

The trainees have dug and 
stocked their own fish pond, 
and vegetables are growing in 
a large garden inside the 
compound, the seeds furnish­
ed by United States Oper­
ations Mission (USOM). 

"We're getting a lot of 
help in our civic action pro­
gram from USOM iP the 

GRAVEL SIDEWALK - What was once a walkway of tires is now an easily negctiated 
path of gravel, rear, and a single log across a small canal becomes a wide bridge as U.S. 
advisors on off-duty time nail the final planks on the structure under the watchful. eye of several 
Bae Lieu small fry supervisors. This community project will provide the residents of the city 
~ith an easy access to markets, the hospital and center of town. 

,URBAN RENEW AL - The town of Bae Lieu fl1QS oiu of the richest in the Delta before 
.the war, but in 20 years of fighting the town has become somewhat run down. The U.S. 
sector advisory team has urged businessmen to improve the looks of the city, and these work. 
men are dressing up a block of buildings with MW construction designed to imprwe_ the store 
.fronts and upstairs apartments. 

way of materials and technic­
al assistance a n d f r o m 
Joint U.S. Public Assistance 
Office (JUSPAO) in the field 
of information. Both areas are 
vital to the success of build­
ing confidence of the people 
in the Saigon government," 
Major Craig added. 

Gia Rai, halfway between 
Bae Lieu and Ca Mau, was 
·the first sub-sector establish­
ed. The a d v is o r y team 
there has enlisted the aid of 
the people in the rebuilding 
cf t.hdr dispensary, the drill­
ing of a well to furnish the 
village with non-contaminat­
ed water, a public health pro­
gram and the improvement 
of the district market. 

A month ago, a second 
sub-sector was established at 
Vinh Chau, north of Bae 
Lieu, and the most recent 
addition is the sub-sector of 
Vinh Loi, a , suburb of the 
province capital. 

"Right now, the VC are 
mostly fust harassing us by 
blowing or digging up the 
roads," the mafor ex­
plained. "They haven't 
bothered the villagers too 
much, and most of the rice 
crop seems to be getting 
Into the legal market." 

When the Viet Cong began 
their stepped-up war in 1958, 
Bae Lieu was isolated from 
its principal market in Saigon, 
and the economic situation of 
the area deteriorated rapidly. 
But with the establishment 
of the headquarters of the 
21st ARVN Division in the 
city and the arrival of the 
sector team, the town has 
been making a gradual re­
covery. 

At the prodding of the U.S. 

advisory team, merchants in 
the downtown part of the city 
are beginning a kind of urban 
renewal project designed to 
add to the beauty of the area. 
Major Craig feels that if the 
residents of Bae Lieu can be 
urged to take pride in the 
appearance of their places of 
business and houses, their 
morale will be improved, so 
store-fronts and apartments 
are being painted, roofs re­
tiled and the streets improved. 

As the pacification pro­
gram spreads from the 
town Itself Into the sur­
rounding villages, road 
travel has become pos­
.slble, and a ne.w high 
school began operation 
for the first ·time In Sep­
tember. 

"Our problem before was 
that there weren't enough 
students in Bae Lieu alone to 
support a high school,'' expl­
ained Capt. Paul D. Smith, 
psywar officer for the sector, 
whose pet project is the new 
school. "But now that the 

. roads are open, they can 
come from all over. This year 
they are only giving the first 
two years, but next semester 
the third year will be added." 

Materials for the school 
were furnished by USOM, 
some texts presented by JUS­
PAO and the cement walks 
built by the senior students 
with USOM cement. ~ 

Everyone In the sector 
advisory team Is working 
at peak efficiency In his 
fob, according to Mafor 
Craig. Psywar teams work 
around-the-clock to pro­
duce and disseminate pro­
paganda designed to fa- . 
vorably Influence the po­
pulation toward the cons-

(Cont'd on P-11, Col. V 

W AT1!R POINT-A commwtity water tap on the outskirts 
of Bae Lieu was inadequate for the needs of the area, so 
USOM drilling equipment was brought in ~ a well sunk. 
Capt. Paul D. Smith, of the Bae Lieu sector advisory t~ 
and a Vietnamese friend check a concrete cistern and spigot 
installed as a temporary measure while a distribution systm • 
is being completed to the houses in t~ area. · 
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I-Vietnam News Wrap-Up -I * IJ 

Explosive Charge Hurled At Da Nang BEQ * 
Two communist terronsts hurled an explosive charge at a U.S. 

-World News Summary- ll 
Marine BEQ late Wednesday mght, Jan. 12, in downtown Da Nang. * 

The terrorists sped past the billet on a motor scooter anu 
threw what was believed to be a grenade inside a paper con­
tainer at the compound. 

The package landed near the wall of the compound and explo- * 
ded harmle ,sly. The Vietnamese guard fired several shots at 
the fleeing pair but was unable to stop them. 

Blaze Covers Square Mile 
Two Americans were injured Tuesday, Jan. 11, while assisting 

~refighters put out a b laze that ravaged a square mile of build­
wgs and homes in Misu~a. Japan. More than 5,000 persons were 
left homeless and an estimated Sl m illion damage w as reported. 

Flames, fanned by 45 m.p.h. gusts of w ind, gutted an estimated 
130 buildings in the heart of the cit)"s busimss district. The 
blaze ~as caused by a defect in a gas range in a gelleral mer­
chandise store ~ yard" from the main gate off the Misawa Air 

Two Die In Aircraft Mishap 
Two crew m embers of a U.S. Air Force B-57 were killed when 

their craft caught fire aud exploded on take-off at the Da Nang 

Force Base. · · 

Air Base Wednesday Jan. 12. , 
Three Special Forces m embers at a camp at the end of the * 

runway were slightly injured by flying shrapnel. No damage 

* More than 700 Americans, living in private quarters off the 
base, were evacuated to emergency shelters on the base. An 
estimated 2,000 Air Force men joined the 350-man Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force to battle the blaze. 

was done to other aircraft or to the runw .y. . 
The B-57 was carryiug a load of 750-pound bombs, one of * 

which exploded. 1 he cause of the fire is unknown. 

Combined Operation Nets 131 VC Killed 
The comb ined "Operation Crimp" with elements of the U.S. * 

Army's 1st Infantry Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade and 
the Royal Australians, added another 31 communillls killed 
Wednesdav, Jan. 12, to bring a five-day total of 131 enemy dead , * 
in a search-and-destroy operation 20 miles northwest of Saigon. 

Ooe element of the 173rd \irborne Brigade, after a skirmish 
with the enemy, used a riot control agent against a tunnel which 
resulted in the capture of 58 communist suspects. * 

' The entire task force continued to probe tunnels, bunkers 
and trench systPms uncovering enemy caches of ammunition, 
weapons, medical supplies and documents. * 

In addition to the 131 ent>my killed, the joint force also cap­
tured 80 prisoners and detained 796 suspects. Friendly casualties 
during thP operation were light. 

SWIF-Ts Deployed On 17-Day Operation * 
Two SWIFT boats left An Thoi, Phu Quoc Island Friday 

morning, Jan. 14, for a thousand-m' le, 17-day trip to the 17th 
parallel. This is the first long-rang operational deployment of * 
small boats lo be conducted in Vietnam. 

The operation is designed to test the capability of the SWIFTs 
in patrolling with destroyer escorts and minesweepers station- * 
ed along the South Vietnam coastline. . 

Communist Ranks Dwindle By 808 
Although communist-initiated incidents decreased throughout * 

the country, contact with the enemy forces increased du •ing a 
week-l nng reporting period ending midnight Jan. 8, with Viet 
Cong losses .at 808 for the period. .. 

Of the totill, 714 of the enemy were killed and 94 captured 
while Free World forces losses stood at 57, 43 of which were 
Americans. In addition to their personnel losses, 348 enemy 
weapons were taken by the Free World Forces . * 

The IV Corps D,,Ita area continued to have the highest number 
of VC-i.,itialed incidPnts. Terrorist activity was most prPvalent 
throughout all the Corps areas and in the Capital Military * 
Region. ' 

Indonesia Bars American Newsmen 
Indonesian President Sukarno Tuesday, Jan. 11, issued orders 

that all American newsmen be barred from that country. 
The Indonesian leader complained about the news of his. 

country that appeared in American newspapers and magazines. 
He said that he had forwarned th P foreign press lhat he would 
take such action if they continued to print such "lies." 

Indian Prime Minister Dies 
Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri died of a heart 

attack while in Tashkent, Russia, conducting peace talks with 
Pakistani President Ayub Khan. -

The 61-year-old Shastri had 12 hours earlier signed a decla­
ration with Pakistan renouncing the use of force between the­
l wo nations. 

He was stricken shortly after returning from a farewell ban­
quet given by Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin who acted as in-
termediary for the talks. · 

New York Transit Strike Ends 
New Yorkers breathed a sigh of relief 1hursday, Jan. 13, as. 

subways and buses began running after 13 days of "footing it" 
to and from work. 

The strike settled for an unprecedented 60 to 70 million 
dollars, incurring the anger of President Johnson for giving the• 
strikers a wage hike of 15 per cent over a two year period. 

At a press confereMce in Washington, the Chief Executive said 
he did not consider the settlement "in the national interest" but 
admitted he could do nothing but voice his displeasure. 

Mudslides Kill 200 Persons 
An estimated 200 persons were killed and more than 1,000 

injured when torrential rains triggered a mudslide on Rio de· 
Janeiro's slum-rid ten hillsides, Tuesday, Jan. 11. 

Thousands of others remained homeless as 10 inches of rain 
fell in 18 hours. Ambulu1ces and fire fighting units were working 
wi thout pause, answering emergency calls. 

POWs To Be Relea,sed 
The government of the Republic of Vietnam announced that 

on the occasion of the New Year, it has decided to release a 
number of prisoners of war from PAVN (North Vietnamese 
regular) units who have inflilrated into the South. 

Lawsuits Brought Against Schools In five States 
The Federal government issued lawsuits against several schools 

in the Deep South Tuesday, Jan. l l in the first of a series of 
steps to insure complete integration by next fall. 

Seven legal actions have been brought against schools in five * states, the largest number ever filed at one time. 
The states involved · are North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama., 

Georgia and Louisiana. 

U.S. Expels Burundi Ambassador A representative of the International Red Cross in Vietnam * 
has been n0t,fied and given a list of the prisoners who will be 
releasf"d. The prisonns to be relea,.ed will be given complt tr' 
freedom in I he selection of the area to which they will be sent. 

The United States Tuesday, Jan. 11, requested that Burundi 
promptly recall its amha~sador to Washington in retaliation of * the American ambassador having been expelled from that country. 

Joint Action Enters Third Day-
F Operation Mallard, a combined U.S. Marine and ARVNsearch­
and-deslroy operation 16 miles southwest of Da Nang. entered 
its third day of operation Jan. 13, wilh only light contact thus 
far reported. 

The Marines have accounted for 11 enemy killed and four 
captured with 50 suspects rletained. The operation was highlight­
ed Wednesday, Jan. 12. with an air strike by B-52 Strategic Ajr 
Command bombe~s in the area of operation. 

No Air Strikes North For 21 Days 
Communist North VietnaJil entered its 21st day free from air 

strikes Friday, Jan. 14. During a four-day period ending Thurs­
day m orning, Jan. 13, U.S. planes flew 1,250 combat sorties 
against enemy concen rations in the Republic. 

Pilots reported having destroyed 1,118 enemy structures and 
damaging another 670 during the four-day period. 

Burundi amhB.ssador Leon Ndenzako was handed a note which 
"protested strongly the action of Burundi," reported Presa * Officer Robert J. McClo skey. · 

Johnson To Pr~us Ahead With 'Great Society' 
"I am determmed to press ahead in building the Great Society•• * in addition to living up to the Nation's military commitments in 

Vietnam, said President Johnson Tuesday, Jan. 11. 
AFL-CIO President George Meany had sent a letter to th~ * White House expressing concern that because of lhe "'ar in 

Vietnam, there might be a cutback in spending on some of 
Johnson's domestic programs. 
· Johnson returned « letter to Meany stating that the 1967 budget * will provide for both thf' U.S. military effort in Vietn}'m and 

maintaining the nation's forward movement in economic and * social programs. 
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Samantha Finds 
Home And Job 
With Paratroopers 
'\ Bien Hoa (USA-10) -
Her name is Samantha an6 
she is an operations specialist 
with the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade. In spite of her 
·pert, youthful appearance she 
has not led an easy life, even 
by a dog's standards. 

Born in the Bien H~a area 
-of somewhat dubious paren­
tage, she had taken to the 
streets at a very tender age. 
She probably would have 
-remained there had it not 
been for the a r r i v a 1 of 
173rd paratroopers in the 
.area. 

She took an immediate 
liking to these men, and 
thtough sheer perseverance, 
made them aware of her 
:presence. 

Sergeant Major George 
J. Gatewood, of S3 . (Oper­
ations), was impressed by 
her natural good looks, out­
go{ng personality, and super­
ior intelligence. He and his 
section quickly adopted her, 
but soon discovered that they 
had a J)roblem on their hands. 

"Sam'.' was not content . 
doing nothing and her interest 
in Brigade operations neces­
sitated giving her a "security 
clearance." This was not an 
easy assignment; her sketchy 
and somewhat sordid back­
ground made investigation 
difficult. Personnel were de­
tailed to watch her, lest in a 
moment of indiscretion she 
should violate Brigade se­
curity. 

It was finally decided that 
"Sam" had satisfied the re­
quirements for a "top secret'1 

clearance. She has been given 
her assignment and can be 
found at almost any hour 
sniffing out security violations 
in the map racks or. sitting 
aloof, scrutinizing visitors to 
the briefing tent. 

A Volunteers 
(Cont'd from P-.9, Col. 5) 

tituted government. 
Medical personnel hold 

sick calls throughout the 
province and advise on 
public health matters. 
, Cooking oil and grain are 

distributed free to the needy 
by· the advisors and ARVN 
troops, with the materials 
:mpplied by USOM. 

"It's a cooperative effort/' • 
said Major Craig. "It has to 
be to get the job done. I think 
Bae Lieu is a model .f@r 
vigorous civic action, and the 
results are beginning to show 
up in our ability to set up 
:new sub-sectors in what were, 
:;i short ,time ago, solid VC 

, . 
areas. 
, "We cq-taiqly explore every, 

possibility for action, and 
once we have another !3roject 
going, we push and shove 
until it gets done. It's paying 
off." 

THE OBSER'¥fti. 
- ••• s~ <,1,-~.,....-

TOP SECRET - Samantha sits biside the briefing tent at 
the 17 3rd Airborne Brigade. Her "top secret" clearance 
affords her the privilege of sitting in on briefings of the 

brigade near Bien Hoa. (Photo by PFC Robert Nasmith) 
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• Hlinois Pays Bonus-To VN Vets 
(Continued from P-ft., Col. 2) 

and (c) he has receind the compensation under Section 
Vietnam Service Medal. Ser- 2 except for his death an& 
vice in the Merchant Marine his death was connected V.?it& 
is not service in the A.rmed such service and resuited 
Forces for the purpose;,; of from St!Ch service during the 
this Act. . time period ~-pecified in Sec-

"No payment may br, tioa 2, his survivors in the 
made under this sectlr,n d d · this •Secti 
to any person who, thoueh or er name. lll on,. 
In such service did clvlllan shall be pa1d $1,000. Where 
work at civilian pay or a preceding beneficiary fails 
who has received from an- to file a proper claim for 
other state a bonus or com- · be£ • 
pensatfon of like nature compensatlon J.Ofe the ft-

. so provided by this act. nal date set by Jaw for ac-
"Section 3: The widow or cepting applications, suc:a:ed­

widower, child or chidrent ing beneficiaries who have 
mother, father, person sund- properly filed cJaims before 
ing in loco parentis, brothers that time may proceed to 
and sisters, in the order qualify upon submission of 
named, of any deceased J>«SOn satisfactory proof of eligibility. 
shall be paid the compen- :'Section 4 : No right or 
sation to which the deceased claim to compensation under 
person would be entitled this Act may be assigned. 
under Section 2 of this Act. "Section 6 : Any appflca• 
Wh h d tlon f o r compensation 

ere .sue eceased person under this Act must be · 
would have qualified for made to the commission 

------------------,.---------,--. _____ _:_.____ by July I, 1970, and no 

Air Force Snatches ·Downed · Navy Pilot :;!~~!:::~:~::.!i0

:; 

k
. f d the lf!!noJs Yeterqns• Com-f r o m E n e m y J u n _ I n e s t e ·w a t e r s ml,~sio.n bef~re th~t date. 

Further mformatton and 
Saigon (USAF-10)- Air Force Maj· Gleri A. Higginson and Navy Lt. Frank appl~cation forms may be 

Harrington met recently in the South China Sea in the midst of combat and obtamed from the Illinois Vet­
while surrounded by armed Communist junks. erans' Commission, 221 West 

Harrington, an F-8 pilot 
from the carrier Bon Homme 
R1chard, was downeg by 
ground fire while on a strike 
over the communist North. 
He tried to keep his aircraft 
airborne, but battle ·damage 
was serious and he v,as forced 
to eject into the water. 

:} . 11The force of the ejec­
tion broke my face visor 
and my pistol strap was 
torn loose," recalled Har­
rington, "and when I ditch­
ed my llfe jacket was 
damaged a:id wouldn't 
inflate." 

The situation looked dim 
for the Navy lieutenant until 
an Air Force HU-16 Alba­
tross, piloted by Higginson 
flew into the area attempting 
a sea rescue. 

11We were over the Guif 
of Tonkin when we re­
ceived a message that a 
pilot had been forced to 
eject," Higginson said. 
"!AY navigQtor made con­
tact with ti. Navy de­
stroyer who gave him the 
exact bearing and dis­
tance." 

As the Air Force rescue 
plane sped toward the down­
ed pilot, Harrington struggled 
to stay afloat in the choppy 
sea. His hand was \ :ut during 
ejection and this hampered his 
efforts to inflate the life raft. 

Meanwhile, ' overhead, 
fellow _Navy pilots made 
strafing and rocket runs 
on some 50 to 60 com­
munist junks converging 
on ~he . ~trlken Navyman. 

· .' , "My ' co-pilot spotted a 
green-dye sea marker and a 
bright yellow life raft," said 
Higginson. "We dropped our 

• extra fuel tanks and started 
our. approach for a landing. 

"I was sure glad to see 

the Navy Skyraiders keeping 
the junks at bay. The nearest 
junk had gotten 150 yards 
from the pilot." 

The Albatross I an d e d 
within 60 yards of the 
Navy pilot. The radio 
operator grabbed an au­
tomatic rifle and covered 
the right side of the plane 
while pararescue specialist 
TSgt. Raymond Hawco 
lumped Into the water 
and swam toward Har­
rington. 

'·Wave s ~ ;'ere four to six 
feet high, but I swam as 

fast as I could," related Haw­
co. "I tied my tow rope to 
the raft, dropped the raft's 
sea anchor and signaled the 
plane to pull us back." 

"The complete rescue went 
smoothly," stated ,Higginson. 
"Our water time was less 
than five minutes. Each mem­
ber of the crew acted swiftly 
and professionally." 

Harrington was taken to 
the Da ~ang Air Base hospital 
and returned the next day to 
the carrier. 

Jefferson Street, Sringfield~ 
Ill. 62704." (PACAF NS) 

A USO Handles 
(Cont'd fr.om P-1, Col. 3) 

handled as soon as it is pos .. 
sible to get the contact in 
the U.S., the USO club 
director said. 

While calls can be made 
only to the U.S. from the 
USO, those wishing to call 
Japan, Australia or other di!'.i­
tant points, still may use the 
facilities at the Saigon post 
office, Walters said. 

PEANUTS . By Cartoonist-Of-The-Year Charles M. Schulz ./ 
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~l Observer Photo Qf Week I Sm a 11 T a.n ker Performs Navy 
Size J·ob 

AIR FORCE MEN ON GUARD- AJC Gary E. Tuck 
and lames L. Schario guard the 4503rd Tactical Fighter 
Squadron F-5s at the Bien Hoa air base no~th, --of Saigon. 
Air policemen in the Republic of Vietnam pittrol the perimeters 
of air bases as well as stanr]. nightly guard duiy to protect 
aircraft. (U.S. Air Force Photo). 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Answer to Previous Punle 

.ACROSS 

1-0nce around. 
track 

,!J.·caudal ap. 
pendage 

B,Watc;h 
~ ~ pocKe .. · 

11-Girl's name 
12-Conceal 
13-Harves~-
15-Kind of 

pigeon 
17-Beam 
19-Symbol for 

nickel 
':.:J.Writin11 im• 

plement 
21-Witty re- ' 

mark 
22-Man•s nick­

name 
~3-Toward the 

sheltered 
side 

25•Chapf'&U ) 
26-Mound 
:::1.saiior 

(colloq.) 
:::8-Aeriform 

fluid 
29-Everybody'• 

uncle 
:30-Man•.s nick• 

name 
31-Ties 
:33<Symbol for 

calcium 
35-0penwork 

fabric 
31-Period af 

time-
37-lnsane 
38:cook slowly 
"IO-Exist · 
41-Additional 

, 42-Cut 
41-Distresa 

· signal 
-44-Rodent 
45. Babylonian 

deity 
46-Swisa river 
47-ConJunction 
.60-Dehneate 
52-Fruit cake. 
54-Guido'a high 

note 
55-Sodium 

ehlorlde 
SIi-Handie · 
57-Edge 

DOWN 

~- t ·of face 

2-Fuss 
3.very poor 

person · 
4.At that time 
.5. .. Ventilate 
6•Cyprinoid 

fish 
7-European 

dormouse 
a.cook in fat 
9•Faroe Is. 

lands whirl­
wind 

10-Trite 
14-Pellet 
16-Golf mound 
18.Near 
21-Experts 
22,Pronoun 
23. Devoured 
24-Young boy 
25. Possesses 
26-Same as 25 

down 
28.Ship chnnnel 
29- Naho<>r sh~ep 
31-1 ndef,n it~ 

number 
32.Before 
33;Vehicle 

34-'Fruit drink 
35-Recent 
37.Parent 
38-Lean.to 
39-Rips 
40.Chief arte r y 
41 •Smaa l' \JY 
43 - A contit1ent 

(abbr.) , 

44.Girl's .name 
46•Carper,ter's 

tool • 
47. a itter vetch 
48- Man's name 
49 . MaJe sheep 
51.Cooled lava 
~3-lndefinite 

article 

1 2 3 
~4 

5 6 7 ~8 
)( 

9 10 
~ 

11 gs 12 a 13 "' 
15 16 ~ 17 18 '~ 19 

.,._ 20 ~ 21 ~ 22 
QQS 9% 
23 2" ~ 25 ~ 

26 

27 ~ 
28 ~ 29 

~ ~ 
30 ~31 32 ~ ~ 

3-4 

l>OO >00< 35 ~ 36 ~ 
37 

KXx :x.,c_, 

38 39 ~ -40 ~ ,41 

-42 ~ -43 ' ~ .... "" 1M ~ 
-45 ~ -46 . ~ -47 -48 -49 

·-
50 51 ~ 52 53 

~ 5-4 
, ;, 

~ 1:i:1 ~ 56 ~ 
p7 
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King At Da Nang 
Da Nang (USN-10)- Before the sun has fully risen over the massin aviation. 

complex of Ua Nang each morning, a . small Navy ship breaks away from a large· 
tanker anchored off shore and steams toward the Da Nang beachhead. Small 
and often unnoticed on its daily voyage, the tiny ship is performing a king 
size job, for without it the airways over the world's busiest combat airstrip .. 
would be ~tarJdy empty. 

There are no piers or 
deep-water anchorages at 
Da Nang from which a 
large tqnker can transfer 
fuel to the shore. So, the 
USS Elkhorn, a small gaso­
line tanker, hustles the 
fuel. from tankers to the 
airfields at Da Nang and 
Chu Lal. 

For the· 97 - man crew 
aboard the Elkhorn, the day 
begins at 5:30 a.m. and 
doesn't end until the following 
I a.m. In the pre-dawn dark­
ness they get underway, and, 

dodging a myriad of fishing 
boats and nets, steam their 
precious load of fuel into the 
beachhead where it is pump­
ed into the fuel reserves at ­
the air base. 

Danger is never far away 
from the crew of the Elk­
horn-and the crew stays at 
general guarters through­
out the workday, alert to 
sabotage · threats from 
swimmers and small boats 
In the area. 

At the end of the day· 
when the Elkhorn has been 
pumped dry of the precious 
fuel and the combat planes 
are assured of another day· 
of flying, the little ship• 
hustles back out to the large. 
tanker to take on another 
load. 

F o i Is Bird Dog Pilot 
Enemy Attack On Outpost 

A busy . little ship doing a. 
king size job doesn't give its: 
crew much time for sleep,. 
but the men aboard the­
Elkhorn are proud of the job, 
their ship is doing. When they 
hear the mighty roar of jet 
bombers taking off from the 
air fields and hear the rever­
berations of bombs in the: 
distant hills, they know that~ 
without their long hours and. 
stalwart efforts the defense: 
of freedom would suffer. 

Nani Dong ( USAF-10) - When the Viet Cong 
mounted an all-out assault on an outpost he at­
tacked them with rockets and grenades in his tiny 
observer aircraft. His action surprised the commu­
nists and delayed their timing long enough for the 
outpost defend~rs to concentrate their fire and repel 
the enemy. 

For this action U.S. Air 
Fores Mal. David Rode, 
0-1 Bird Dog pilot with 
the Second Air Division, _ 
received the Sliver Star 
Medal. 

In .June of last year, he was 
flying as forward air con­
troller during a communist 
attack on an outpost at Nam 
Dong, 40 miles west of Da 
Nang. __.. __ _ 

He W <-- . • , ·• •:t, .... .,.,!:ti;.. 
neavy enemy ground fire 
J111- bk light craft to direct 
air strikes when the Viet 
Cong began Ci vigorous 
assault on the outpost. He 
In turn attacked tt,e ene­
my, swooping down firing 
his rockets and dropping 

Prescription Nets 
More Complaints 

Nhoc vang (USA-10) -
The residents of this ·;.,illag'! 
constantly are complaining of 
coughs and colds now they 
have discovered just wl}at 
th.: medics of the I st Batta­
lion, 28th Infantry prescribe 
for the common ailment. 

Capt. Issac Goodrich and 
his staff were treating the 
villagers for tubenclosls, 
m a I a r i a , arthritis and 
other dlsl!ilases while the 
battalion was In th• -area 
conducting O p e r a t I o n · 
••Frisk II." 

The many complaints of 
coughs ard colds came after 
d1e villagers found that the 
med\CS were giving terpen­
hydrate for these ailments. 
The mixture is 44 per cent 
alcohol. · 

The battalion surgeon did 
• not say hew many cures were 

affeC!ted by the treatment. 

grenades on the advanc­
ing communists. 

The Viet Cong paused in 
their attack, surprised at their 
new assailant. The slight 
pause was all that was need­
ed by the defenders who 
concentrated their fire on the 
main attack force and beat 
them into retreat. 

, hough low on fuel, 
Rode remained In the area 
directing a flare aircraft 
and two flg-hter-bombers 
In an air strike· • . · 

Rode was•· also awarded 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for heroism displayed 
during a nine-day period in . 
which he flew low-level re­
connaissance missions almost 
daily, receiving intense ground 
fire on at least three separate 
occasions, to direct air strikes 
for jet fighter p;!ots. 

Mail 

WARM WINTERS- Marion 
Scroggs, Sunken Gardens, Fla.,­
model, likes to spend the winter 
months where the sun is warm­
and he breezes balmy. 
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