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Once again, each Bayonet trooper can take personal pride :i.r. thP- out­
standing success this brigade achieved on OPERATION SILV:&'R BAYOl~Zr, d11 .~i.ng 
the period 9 - 20 November 1965. Through your efforts this uni !; ·hspJ .. r .. iyed 

· a high degree of professional competence as it carried the fie;".: i~ f,o i> bo 
enenw and inflicted the heaviest losses of the Vietnamese wa:::: -.; p<;o. tbc~ 

. best he had to offer. The task was a formidable one, but the ~ .. t1d.cn:.J .. -'..1:'0' .a 
spirit each of you displayed surpassed even your efforts d1.1.ring OPEI<.;~·r:. .i'.·f 
SHililY BAYUNEr, and will always be a tremendous inspiration to your comre,rl::i·~ ­
in-a.rms. You have set the standard by which future brigade opera.tiof' .. si wi .LJ. 
bo judged. Tho noi:'Cworthinoss of your accomplishments· deserves furtl~cr 
examination. · 

Our massive firepi8Wer and superior combat skills accounted fo= ono 
thousand two hundred and twenty-four enemy dead by body 00m1t alone· 
Further more, your efforts · accounted for another one thousand. five r . .._~. cl::-:2d 

, ; and ninety-five estimated killed and wounded in action, and r..j_.r.0t :-sr~ :;1
.:.· • b ­

onars. You confiscated three hundred and sixty-eight individu::i, :!. T.; o:.,:r::·l~.r,<; u 1.d 
ninety-nine crow-served weapons, with an equal number de.st:t.'oycd. . ·.i..o:. pJ .. :.:t-~ 1 ' ~ 

"" 'l'he significance of thesci accomplishments is that you degrad.ed T,i.:r: '· nerJ,yi :.i 

offensive capability in the West central sec.tor of the RepCI0lic 0! ' . .i.,,·:· ,:u:c 
by destroying the combat effectiveness of two · PAVN Re6riments~ Tr,-•,:.:: , -t tcx• .• 9.1 
your combined efforts, we dealt a decisive blow to the enenw tr...at 11e • .. rL:'..1 
long remember. ' 

We treated an estimated six hundred civilians at daily s ick ca~. ::.3 
held during our stay in the area, and large ~mounts of medica l trn~:p} .. i-38. 
and f ood were distributed to the populace. 

Representative of the countless individµal acts of heroism pu:rformad 
by men of the Brigade are the following: 

On 15 November, Staff Sergeant'George ~onzalez wns the senior man pre­
sent when tho Company Commander of D Company 1/7 Cava lry was seriously 
wounded. Ho immediately assumed command of the compe.ny and repelled an. 
enemy attack . ~ven though wounded in the fqce he refused to be evacuated 
oven though ordered to do so . 

On 15 November, PFC Larry D. Stevenson of D Company 1/7 Cava lry 
singlo-ha.ncledly held a 100 t1eter portion of the perime t er until help could 
arrive. 

During the period 15 - 19 November, 2/Lt Cyril R. Rescorla, H Company 
2/7 CavaJ,.ry, with complete dfusregn.rd for his own personal safety, moved 
from foxhole to foxhole encouraging his men. He is pers0nally responsible 
for eliminating two machine guns with hand grenrules . 

' 
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On 15 November, 2/Lt J u 0 JVJar11s of A Gompany 1/7 Cava lry single­
handedly charged a r;iachine gun bunker and killed 18 eneny s o l di ers . 

PEjc Toby Braveboy of .h Company 2/7 Uavalry, a lthough !."'3i:i.t:\;i.s1y 
woundod evaded capture f or seven days in an a r ea infested b,f fi--.. i::Lll 
Vietnruaeso troops~ 

As in past operations, our c ombat offcct i·reness improverl .,_cti~oe,bly 

during t h is engagcr,1ent; pri1'1a.rily because of :p:::·e--r:i. ~ms tra i.1,:i .. 1c; "'·-. '. ::zJY ~-­
i onces .; Tho i nportanc e of the "Nuts c:.ric~ bo 1-;~~3 11 aE:pect of sole -~-"" _·•-~ 1 .r: , >~·~,-­
ever, warrants tho r epetitLm of some :t~::: s P.r.18 !iI'eYiously :.(:arr .,c: :~, "" : 1

-

as po inting out s umo l earned during OP.iiiit!i'r .;:uN sI:..'i.'EH 1.A:~ 0:1.;l,~T. 

1. For hygienic purposes as well a s ~ -"-· ~: troop nvruk .. ~:- ·: · Lw': i C• 
clothing changes are important. A barra8l~"3 l~g,g or wg,torpr-:; of hi.g 2houlC::. 
bo us ed by each fire tean to carry a chanv0 of clo ih::i.ng c_.,:_ a(~ G. :i.tione.1• 
s ocks for each man. Thes e bags can be approp:!'..'iate ly !iia.rko C: a.!'lJ 1,-') f t 1:;.t 
t he · Battalion Hoar CP f or transport ation f orward as t he t actical si ;·ua.tion 
allows. 

2. 11. f avorite eneqy t actic is to shoot a t radio --tc~.8phono orp·:- ·, .·o::-:-s 
and t hus ·d isrupt tho c or.1Ii'la!ld and control stru.~ tur0 of n uri ·1 t. il ('_,~ ~ + ~ c ~. :' 1.::. 

soldiers in each plat e.on should be famili ar with z- ai!. ~ o -t oJ•?phorn·; :::.·~:..: l -'·! .. : ' ;>8 

and utilization of TOE signal equipment. 

3.· · PAV~1. truops often would attor.-1pt t o confuse US t ::::-oopr: .x 1. :~1,._- ~_.c-:: :~-!.0. 
at night by yelling "Friendly Forces, J<'riondly Fo::"c es" . 1rh:.:: :c , 1~ 1 c:_._;_:,_-;:: 
c aused I:lonontary c onfus i on among our troops and allov. ccl the ('n.~r·,; re: :- : .";"-' 
fire first or t ake evasive action. .C:ach s o l d ier should be awa~.~ c1 or .,,,_:'; 
eneuiy stratagem. 

4. li.n. extremely successful anti-sniper practice i s, at fir ·;,· ;~ :i_~_gh~. 
and on a g iven signal, f or all individuals t o fire the i:i:' w2s.f(H-..'; c:t a p:ce ­
selected tree, bush or heavy grass that mi ght ha r bor an enorr.;-r ::c·.:'...J' l e man . 

5. Aggressive reaction upon ener;iy contac t is one of tho pr i 1 i?.!'? naxir11s 
of basic combat training in our ariey, provided of course , t hat t he :r;'ri.nc::'cples, 
11.B'IND' EN, FIA.1 Eh , FIIHSH' :J;h" are judiciously employ ed ., Troopers should , 
upon initial eneli\Y c ontact, empl oy these lJrinc iples before conduc t i n;; fire 
and r;1aneuver t echniques. 

6 . The pr oven enemy tactic of c oncentra ting efforts t owards elim­
ination of key personnel r:ia.kes it i mper a tive f or a ll personnel t o know 
how t o c a ll f or airstrikes , ad just roortar and artillery fir e o 

7. Tho rec ent ope~ation ~ndicates t hat the enec~ has excellent canou­
flage d iscipline. During the engagor.-ient, r;1any were c aDouflaged as ":c::ovablc 
bushes " and quite a nunber wore camouflage face nasks. Such t ar gets were 
extrenely d ifficult t o pick up and engage . There is no r eason why we can't 
borrow ~ page froo the enemy's t actics book and i npr0v o our own camouflage. 
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Duririg the next .several weeks tho em:1J~.r::~i.s :i.n the Br i g<.<Je F:i.11 be . 
on training new replacements to take thei:.: :··.J...:i; as ee::nbi;:r3 c l' t>:1 ti::s.D . 
Each fire tea.Li, section and squad has a r G1L:j 1.•J.ing· .:;o": -;;:i :r:~·:::,fr_._, .. ··~ ; , .".!'.1J­
phasis must be placed on basic squad tac t:i.G:J.1 k:1-::JY1Jedg-.J of ~ .:- ... ~ i. ~- - ·11:2} 
and supporting weapons, arid .the basic rii". -:,;.!')ffi.s of f ighting <-'.P '~ .i ·~v-.:..ng as 
a tean. Each officer, NCO and trooper r.T.1 :=:-i; .;;;;P.d his , ev ory 0f'.fc ·r~ j_n ".;he 
weeks i mmediately ahead ·toward this 0nJ, 

Ir ·we apply these recently learr .. c .-:. 2_• ?',,.;:1 , :1 2·~~ ;·.:·~·: 1:··0 r:~: .T.:·:i.. :-._·.:·· .. :..:· . 1~. ~,H) 

even nore successful than those of t :t-.,.L ~ '.: .. '.:°'. : •• !' l\.:f=---~; -·- t.~' •!...·~1·; ·· .. :: =-· 1 ~'~- ·/ v.:"".·: :; 

Troopers for the outstanding job done c1.:. ::. :-~,c7 L}::<-,,~_, .. ,.1;:.i: .:: :-~~:·:· :..~~ "'·¢'.'- " 'i' ~·~ 

I 

THOMl-~-> W .. :Bt~)1fJJ 

Colom:J. , Tnfa"ltry 
Cotmanding 
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