
then tnere . was a beginnin g, 
seperation, a.Dd c ertainly sane ex..lU.lera­
tion aboc1t the l ong trip ahead , but more 
t.'iail arryi;h-i n g else, t l ere •·~as sadness . 11 

Eay 26 , 1969 : Things Here a litt le 
stilted a.:ro"J.nd hone t~:at mornin~ . We e.te a 
light brea:.d'ast 2I1d t l:e tuo h -,1rrs before I 
was"lD leave f or t he air-)ort _;assed q1dcl:ly. 

Kathy was dressed in her cute, red and 
blacl: nini- dress . She loQ:(ed beautiful as 
always. :;.:om l ooked st1~il:ingl;y- uell-dres sed 
and. Dad had :tsuitec1-up 11 for the occasion. 
Randy 2.Ild Ronny uere dressed for school , 

· mere we left t he:.'11 after sa2·"ing the not-tc­
anticipated 11 Good-by e and see you later.:i 

We p-;.ill.. ed i nto E;_.J:)le'J about 8: 00 a. m., 
as izy flig ht i-ras s ci1 ec1.uled for 8 :50 . We 
dranl: coffee lmtil just before b oarding, 
the.Tl ) roe ~eded to boarcl.ing 1:;.::.te t9 . 

On ce agcin :3..t uas tiT,1e f :;r s ori1e soft 
W::J:-C:.s a.rid las·i:, i~e-a3 slira.nces . These 1·10 '<--.l.d 

·.ave -;:.o last for c:.. ~'e2I' , so t h ey hac5. to be 
,good ones . 'l'he rest of my i!:r.~1ediate f~nily 
·, -h 'oee·• '..,.., s-i -'-ed -~he ni· 0·•1 t 'oe·<'o·r·e "'o :::1,1· s .. O.\,,.;.. J. ... v -· - v - ~ .. _ 0- - .J.. ~- ' u \,/_ ... 

elped om~ c2.use c.. 1i ttle oit . · · 

l~a.t!1~· ~ : e·:J ·C 

been _;re~-:: c:::'i:; ,; 
for sor.1e -::.ir.!c . 

a sti ff u ~) er lj_ ; , as 1·re t c!. 
o·.:i·selvcs for this mor:ent 
~ ~o:·.: 3 . .ncl J a G. conscien"Gious2.2· 

co::·c:-.01=.ed. ·t~1ci1 .. e::.ioti .J~1s , :-,1.D.2::~nG the l o.st 
; e1·: .... c;:~ents ~ :-l t~- 22}_ of -Gl1~·.1 a l ot e3.sie:c . 
: 1::.1 nev er i or ::;et ·(,hc..t :Jc;:.~i1in .:i; . '.L'l1o.n~:s to 
t~1cir ef~ :-rts , .:_ t ~;2.s :~1l1c~1 easie1~ ·G~10-n I 
:::ad. t~1~uj.-1·~ it r--~_ c;:-.. t be . 

I t >.::::n u~J..::ec!. <:..ooarci. ·c,nc -: niteC. Air-
1:..ns ~~a:..Eli:1G:.~ ,;:7 ,:.( , 1d. th ·(,_1e r.iost 0.::_st~.n-c ~ 
c e:c- -:2.:i_nly tnc lon~cst clur<:..tion, and.possibly 
the most a0.vcn-0ui·ous t:.·i) of m;:r short li.:'.> . 

:· e::--e in ; i c ·i:,1ir es o.nd ~-~01·ds is ro8 ..: rd.e~·­
r:ry c.c coun·t:, of !IQne Yee:c :C:::o Victnai:i . :1 It ' s 
a tas~: tl1c:.t :1<:..s been lmc~.ert22~on c:.s a timo­
pc..::::se:r , and c..s a .ersona_ !li.:::;tory of this 
bc..ttlc- s carred l o.nd t_mt I "'ds:i.ted froLl 
!·~ch 25' , l~'69 ·co !::a.rch 20, 1970 . 
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CIVIL ACTION··· 

Father Bui ' C a~~ n"nb~r~ of 
the 1s t Bri.~adc c h ck n:-o 'r:r .ss 
on t he construction of 11on:· .. 
Son Refugee Center . 

ci <?::-n ' t sto'!') a rrnic1' 
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were some ski resorts below us 
picture was taken, obviously not visible 
an altitude of 20,000 feet, however. 

This picture shows the harbor which skirts the 
San Francisco InternationaJ. Airport. Note that the 
wing flaps have been lowered for the land in&• I 
didn 1 t think we were going to hit le.nd when we were 
approaching the airport, as we were only 100 feet or 
so off the water just before touching dmm in the 
sunny state of California, IV first visit there was 
to become a pleasant experience. 



-~~IL 
\ 

1:'his nicture shows the- inside of the nice 
bo.rra;ks in which we were housed for about 
2 days. I mffi'12..ged t o escape f r om as many 
details as possible while here, and managed 
to ryet into-San Franci sco for one night's 

b • . 

entertainment . ~he bunk barely showi ng in 
the picture wa s mine, mren though I. got t ~ , . 
sleen in it for a total of 8 hours in 2 ni3n~s . 
3ut I was luc1cy . Others !'.1.aX<lly s l ept in t heirs 
at all. 

--------------------------

Here we a.re still dressed in our g.ceen uniforms , 
and are in one of innumerable lines at buildi!l{S 
number 640 Oakland Reception Station. We were 
receiving ~ jungle issue, consisting of two 
pair of jungle boots, 5 sets of fatigues , 6 sets 
of underweer, ha.ndl:.:erchiefs, t°'1els, etc. My 
jungle fatigues fit better than stateside fatigues~ 
because a Negro ldd there took t ime to make sure 
that our clothese fit well. Yippee l 

first sien to meet me in Oakland was the 
one pictured above . We turned in the gate a t 
the station, and there it wa.S--Ugly!~Overseas 
Replacemeiits. j We were then u shered into a 
massive buildi ng , bare rafters and all, which 
was to l ater be our home the night we left by 
Flying. Tiger ,!.irlines for Viet nam. Ho :!.)ictures 
were allowed t o be t aken i nsi de , s o I could not 
record how it looked inside , but it wa sn 1 t l ike 

information boa..-.U at Travis 
Air Force base, outside Oakland. Our flight was 
booked for 7 :30, and at 7 :30 we were b9arding the 
11 Freedom :Bird," but we were going the .Yrrong way. 
Our freedom wo.s being left behind. Bu·t l ater, 
much later, I'll get another pictu:ce of the big 
freedom pl ane , when I retu.rn t o CONUS. 
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here it is, "The Freedom :Bird. 11 It was e.n This is a view of the ocean off the coast of 
mrfU].ly large plane, with approximately 180 California, as we flew wer the top of the 

angers on boe..rd for our flight to .Alaska, world, through Al aska and Japan and on to the 
Japan a_Tld finally--Vietnam. "land of the risine sw1. 11 The picture was 

- ' taken from approximately 28,000 feet, and it 
looks like the horizon--not water--The clouds 
drift listlessly around, but seem to be standing 
still and not moving at all when viewed from a 
plane. 

t1zy- first glimpse of the snowy peaks 
mountains in Alasl'"..a. I 1 d just woke up from 
a 3 hour snooze, and managed to fumble around 
long enough ~ to take this :picture. The white 
portion in the middle is, of course, a cloud 
formation moving through the area. Just below 
us, there was vast amounts of huge lakes, rivers 
and that sort of thing. It really was a pretty 
sight, but this pictures doesn't do it justice • .................... .,., ...... _ .. 

Bel ieve i t or not , thin is 

pictures I took while 
to Vietnam, but I nessed it up by gettine 
finger over a portion of t~e leBSe. I 

that I was setting in the middle of a 
COlu.mn, and had to lean over this · g.zy- to 

-11 ll\Y' pictures. That 1 s my excuse ani I'm 
to it. Okay? 

:;:. portion of n. coff'oe cup I 
us 0d uhile D ;.ri n.: · 0 :1 "Fl "in.~ 
'I' :i. gcr .·:.irlincc 11 fron ~::r['.·,• :i. s , 
.·.r.:13 to :'.:~icn j"fo:->., !{ q:•. 



Ev eryone 11ho c rn:i~s to Vie tna.rn i s in-L t-Lal J y a f<'NG-­
a no l ite a bbreviat ion f or 11 Llilny New rruy . " 

You r fi -r .1 t few He eks are usua lly thr- tour~ho::;t . YoUT. 
mi.nd i s filled with storie . ~ you ' v e heu.rd f r om Vi e tnrun 
v eterans in JJasic an d Advanc ed Jn~hvidual 'J1n.in i n .r: , or 
perhap s f 1:orn a buddy b :i.c1c h ome ' who ,j us t return cl r ·om 
his Vi etnam tou:r . 

You arr ive in - c oun t ry a t ~: ro -1l~co ·ncmt c cm tor . 1.!hile 
str'.nclin r~ i n on0 of mn.ny m:'..nc:_tto~"Y l' o r.nti onr; , ;\~Ou he ·.i.I' et 
~ Ki.::rnin ..,. GI yel l " ::Jhor t l " .. n 1 • rr-i .: ,.0 d·1.Yr; -~ i 1 1 i n :-; ! 11 

n 11cr-: o o.:r:-0 ter1:1s whic nr~o.YJ not)lj_n,... to :··011 ;::..t t 'w TIO .. en t <"'.nd 
add to your r:rmrir1 p; au ., de s·i on m ill con [t:~;·i on abont the 
months ahead . 

Af ter several day s of c:e t~il s and nroc e s ::;jnr; , you 
fj nalJ y rc~ceive y our ord.0r s to 11 t"O forward . 11 C:;i:r 1· ;vi.nr: a 
duff el h at'" with y our life ' s belonp:jnp,s , y ou ' r e t~kon to 
a nea r.b;y a irstrj n, mr-i.nifr:stod. for a fli r;h t on th '~ 1mi tinr. 
C- 130 and sent on the next ler: of your ;i o rPe:,r t o " thP 
f :i e l d • II 

Hh~ C.o they call it "th e fi e l d '?11 you asl-.: yourself . 
1:Jho.t 1 s it r.roinr; to b e J i k e ':' 'l'hese aw! other o p, c; b om~ 
t os s in your mi n • J n the tcrr:l.d hel".t , :ro , oc oron s ~ 

m·reat soaked clothes :r.emi_n n :v011 of >'Our h i -'>:h s chool lock ­
er room after a t mwh f ootb .'.1.ll ;rci.m0 ••• :-i scr.on 0 ti., ,, t s0ons 
not ~ ~ o v er>r l on,,. 2.?·o . 

'[i'inalJ.:r , a fter A. fl ' ,•)1t th..., t le<).Ves :''011T f · tc· · 1 ~ cl1 1J i S(' t 

a:r.rl ~ro1rr head ::" " ~'" '~ in-· , tl'r- -, 1 ::.n0 i ~~, r1s • • • w'·)eJ"' ':· Y011 (lon ' t 
b101·1 ?.11 <1 n o one b otl~ P.rr; to t el l yo11. 'T'he " f'ollo-.: thP 
cr rn-: <1 " i.m:;t -i..11 c t tal~e"' over ari<l vo11 r1ov e off the ri..:m· ay to 
2. s t.~ .. :'i.n.r: [.1.I'88. whe~ · e :ro '.1 1r n t old t lr'. t :;ron t l J re ] P.8.Vi.Ti i"'' 

i !'l t hr<--e hou r s • 
11 S t2,~r hP.re ••• d 0n I t \J<.).i1(1 e r .').T01.li[(L ~ II i. p, the r r) ·r- r. ti_n!l' 

:;ou r P. c P. i · 0 a s yo 1 f'C'ti:J.0 r1oun on :r011:- r11Jf2 e J b u:-· :in t '10 

hot s 1.n . Yon try to ''"<: t r' o~ 1e ;; l P.P. '1 h ' t anti c j ' 1 ~i·j rn1 1:0.P. ~ 

:r011r ~ :i . 1a E!.lt:rt . Y< 11 P.i t J i '." t0n·i ~w +.:" ~Tnr f,-, 1] n1: !~i-f\i s 

sn0cnla t c 2.b 0 1t t h P. co·-,:i r1 ,... _rp,-,l~ s . 

'f' hp \lo t ta.r l!O.V~·l"r>+ r1n1' '."':; thp 8 .i :!'.' 8.T 011Ylr'l ·"O' c c.ypn . 
TI10 T 0 ~ t ~ f'ljn n· 0 ~1h :•"E'f' h rnn•s hr.r, r1F)f'\ fj y 0 ;tY! r -fi n .J.J v \T(P"ri 

. (> 2.cfi c:-- ' rOl' - - "0111' f 'l j,,.1 t. ·jr · ,... " • 

Arra:in " 0" ~1j 1>ib ,.., i10·,.,..d -J-h n bi,.,. c .<i;,nn -i' 1 ·v·,-, r1 hiT·;I ~" ,,. t, 
l ookr: so -f;;.r b~hi:nc'! in ;:,: ,i_~er.-:i.f' t Cl'-'::: -' ''il tl-i;'.t ' " ll ' ;_rn11.lPr !im.' 

it I? re -:" "'P.tf" Off t) J0 ~' ('l ' Yl' ' • °P11t i t '~ 0"':i • [l.nr' IY'J (' ':" f-t"'' 'i '1 

: ro11 8.r "' i rp e.t a n rmkn rn·rn r1 0 r: ~;·in ,.., ti t.Jfl , ..,,... :·10. lr>.J,r}in r Zf11'J.P. 
sor.12 -rh0rP . 

fl'lh,., 11"Xt t r <-' 0 i;n fr-·1 r rlf'Y8 .,.l'C' b i.1:-n l " l 11v t 2i1 1i Yl "' to 
a c ·11wj _J1t von v i t ll V:i <' tna r1 n.r rl c o11 dj · t ~ c:"1'' -.;''f"T'(' . "rm 
d ·i RCOVr->r t h.., t mo s t of it i s rit":r·plv a :r, vi 01-r 0-f t '' " jr1st-r·11c ­

t·i 0n h ·,,:1-:- i ::1 t h 0 'ito.t~~ . bit ni· " Jl von li --: i.."n · th·; "l l: i--i-­
t~nt , ,.,~»a-1 ~- vou 111 ] r>::>."'n snrv- t hi.nr• tl-ni. r1·j ·- 11t r·;~.v0 "0- "" 

J ife 12.ter on . 
Yo1 1 e ~n0rienc0 \.'b.ta. t i t 1 s 'l ih1 to r~_·, · 101 f.,...n!'l a /10 1 r,ot 

top0r· . r• n 'l rl i s c ov e i·\,' '" ri o · ,..,:-: h ;vl ::;; ·it sn1»1d --: (Y"] ,01 - " . 

;) till •rm h ()T)A :r011 J1P V CT' hc:l.V () to '1 () ·i t l ~'i(lrn• (' 01"".:J.'I' Cl"Y1(li ­
t i 011'" . 

'.fith c·1ivjs im1 t.rai 1: ·ii1• .. ov0r , , -011 r r»1 "" t t 0 v o-c'" " 'l·i t h".Cl' 
rl n ,.,., r- 011th . ,;h n r 0 :ro11 :i1·1r; t. r .,. )nn r1·nT'1 . Yon c-i ,--, ·into , ,.0 ir 
c.n i.t . anrl 7> <1avs J ,..,te ..... . "on 1·rp 11n 1. o..., ..,. ~'VT.fr~ . h 11 t l1r• v f> , ,,, 0 0n n 

a :; _r,a,. v 0tnr a :ri . 1-1h 0 " ai t p fo.,.. th" next li'l:f('. tn r: nn1,.., ; ,., "' 0 

Y0 1 11J no J on~er h 0 t'l 0 J on r·- t.i1np-r ;,., t }in 11n-i+ . 
Bad Trip· 

D~fecfor in the.., H~·~sehold 

l 

I f01 n t.hi.s li +tl0 le~c-md d n . ft m pn...P:inc .. I w?.s -re ;v'Unno iYJ. 
J\nl'il, ' h_"le t hP'Y'(' i n Viet ri ron>.- I rcht .i prott;Y ·Tell denictec'I 
tr 0 r.l o ~ "' fP.1 ilv t infl J.iri + ,., .. ,,, n .,..cvf'l<.:>ri-i; i · h e PP A Pi~ . .., nnonJ. ,., . 
F'nrnil;· ti n :-- h:n rr- n"·ol-Ki.'J J." r, !'rn :' n hP • 1 ('rJ.~h br t n , " rT ' s , b PC '." lJRe 
.... h 0 v 0 r-- ""'PY' Tl"'On lP 1·rh o · .. ,r0""k rt. ~ T'TTW i rr:-t·n.11'."ti on« -t-1, ,, ,.0 , ~-r0 
+ !-i t:! 0110 ~1 ' ·Tho n.,..ov:i r'l P j nfo"'T:'l~ +ion t o " l;h::i-rl ~ o" , P.n1/0 .,.. 4:!1 ,, ''1.f'\ . 
P r-'Y'h P.f>:"' mn:ri.v of' t;lip r:o P, .'11n0 p r-o~ l lP 8,T'r> th r. l}nr•J11'' , r-..l r-r . 

f\. 3Rrf11T.JT,:R I s D-;;;il0TJ: 01T 
A ViP.t'lA.TTIPf'C L ("~n'.'1 

>-Tr-ti arii:l T~a ' s f"' tf-ter d.i c'l '-'11 r:ld.e-.,1; r wi th9ut mak · n.no out 
8. w · 11 - 11a ::i-a:i , h '?;nr-r t "" ol0. 0r h-rother , t ool:: ri.11 t l: e 
non0y 1:irl nrouer ~r f or hirn!:'0 l f . na we.s 16±"+ wj .h r:0~ '1 i :ri....,. 

h~~-i; a ::L"'.S"T'R':ll·:? hi a :1d a -pif' c of ,_._ro-::-thl """8 l a:1rl . ~ 
~. l thmwh rTai "'"' ~ unf"'..i .,... oi-rarrl h · ~ hroth ~r, h e "'P.fl 

yc. -r; r PE'n" -r.011~ +0 h;::; TTJ<>.n~r f y-i 0,., .-1.., . \.Jp ; 18 ,':ri.f' r: ,..,... .10 ..,0 t 
· ~vi .. l~ ..,..r"" -7.,.nrl , . ,. t-pr ho "TTfl. ~ ~r:' lr ·j 11~ -f4 0 hi r ~ -i " ~4 - ~ " ? ~ c-i' l':)l -'- o 

hi ~ ni::"Y'l 'hro-: i,n ..... . 
TTno '1 ..,..('-:- i ..,..n-i ..,_,.,. 0 1.,r- c'.a;• f' ..... 0'11 tho v ·i 11"-"',..: • n::t; fo-,..-ir'l h;; 

1-ri -f c c r;:r i J'l ."'. out ;i ~ C1 t >i e .i r h 0 ' .1 "'p . 1-1' is wif p P.YTll:ij r-r1·i ~; hat 
':.rh ~ l r:> hn \·~R R nonn P 8 QG{''.Cca r hqiJ C0'."18 a'1 d 1 ·T~ :i l n i:; l1 9 i .~q,s 

~et t i n~ him so~8 foori ~ he tri~~ t o st~~l somP clothos . In 
he.,.. an :;er , she st r uc'lc him ,,,; tli. A. h a mboo '.'; tti i:: k A.'1 '.3 h. iled 
hi.m. She wram:i"'d. the 11or'ly in a m.o..t an0 rirb:.<rrJ'~0. j t 011 t.~ i dP. 
S o'TlP.01'11" i·rro« '1 "' <:>r'lr>r' + ,., h.1 -r;· i t , bn t the;'" r.oi.110 not c<>ll 
t h e vj llPJ"0 Dianrl a:ri n f'o.,... fr: .'\~ } o '.·'011lr'l ,,., 0 + 11:1.il ('.,..,,. .... P.,.,,1 tl i":J t 
she hPrl ~i ll n ~ th. P h 0 -"' " 8 r h~ · Rr r.ir'l~ ..., + . 

T·Ton0 of' P q_i 1 s f"":i " "1'1 c: ' •TC11.1ld h'?] ri h. i :rJ .._.,,,.,.., r thr h f'.,.P'C-'.,... • 
HP k!'ocl,-0(1 in \rr> i ,., <>.+. do0.,.. .:i..f+n,. ~oo.,.., h•1t · ·r. hp f'.,... ;,,,.,n r: ho 

)1<> rl Cllll en lJPOYl fir~+ hr-v1 RP "'RJ'i "'. l-,r> ... 0.,..'1 . ' Al J. r'lrir '"R np·r.-, 

l"'l ')c:8r'. • ,\ i; 1·1s.._ . Tj~~i. f.iJ .,..n r-n t o h i S r ""ot.l1 r.>.;. Pn ;- !1r.>l 11 , ,\ fi·c.,.. 
li "'a r; ,.,,.... n a; ' c: <·+ o ....,_r _. ~R 0 -ff'"r"'r hi"'· h r. l ' ) · .._h t ~ 1 . • '· ' ·.n l 011 P. "' "~ OY1r R 

h. 0 si. t.gt,i ori . 'T'h n~ r ho+- h ,. .., .. i.r,..,n i111ti. l lori ..,. D!il-c: ·"; rr.j r'l 11 j r-t, + 

cor~ 1Jl 0ti n "' th ,, 1111nl"P."'ant. +;:i.~1".' . " 
I 

"~l-i':' nc.y+ ffi O"'.'T'i rir- 1.)2, i. an~l h j "' wj f e W~T" . ll r.ltn Onc.>i to 
t.hP mA.nr'!a1'.'i,., ' c; hous e . 'Ra wnr- l"o siPnrrio n P.ri . 

'11f1t:> Tfl n.'1.fl ~:_ T' i n Ch n.:-.n<e-1_ tl:"!r.1 ''' l th Tml'r"r'l 8 .... . :l-frt ; I P, f ri n'10P 
1·rn r'l i:ip·•np~ i · hn!11 i.n . nhP. m:ind a '!'in i s ti .. t.ir.tr>r1 l·[aj to lo~trl 
+ 1-. "m t o '1 n hr-.n<rrR.r ' f' OT'f''\_r0 s j t"' . 

H\rr.>!':''Or' c. , ,,,...,t t 0 "t h,, fo..,..est rt'1c1 t hn .(f"Y'~vn v a .., o ... r n"'n . 
n .. 1t + n f1 \1 "' ·r-ronr.. 1 f' ~,, ~T';j f"n 1 ,rl1(:'"n : · l1n nr~ ~ .. "~ ; in1.,,,_ol lr-.r1 , P.11 
+ i,-- + '' ': .... ; ..., i 4 "' WA.P .'1 coru sr> 0f' R. hirr bl0 c lr rio .... . 

~. lJ. r-~ rt> c; t 11- ·., r-o 4 t. o n!l j t :'l 1:Ti f'r-o . C)hr- h·1f1 -:i l a ,.,nn4 .._Ir> nPCf'U-
+;on +. r- " ho'-' h,,.,.. hi ".li" '1r'l U1 ~.-t h ""ot l: " .,...l" J.oY. .rri.p ~r.-on a'1d 
l· olv . 

r;i.,..nrn thn+ .... ; f'l " 0 '1 ~r8. ; n114 1l8 1 ii.r r>4 l i )rr. :t .,.,,,., l1.,...o+. 1ir­
siY" '"r1C'. 0irp:r;r .io;• a n r'l Po-r r o1.· w ·t h PP ~h o-'.: lir-r . rii i,; " 1·' H S 

!'l " "'";..,,. 4:. o fJ:i :i 1 P. Fi f'~ , rli o~ (' rl"".r0 .,.. t-ri~ 1 • h ."l.d hrou.o:ht 
to1·0th"'r . 
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of i-l:n • 1ui)b. ~ ::1..t~_o;,_ , +,1-i _ _., t c-~xt :.-::i.s :.;.cc '"'n ~a:ii"r'l. !)v 

tl1e follo-,ri."v; "'x··1J.2.n...,t01~v no-':0 : 
rn .{P. la:r bt:fo;.-0 ou-:- reader :-; t~1 i. s ''lO,..ni .. '"'" +,h ~ 

' J,n::-rl ' s ·n!'r>.,,,..,r , ' b<>::i.citifnll ;r ''2.ra111'lr2.sP.rl ; n t0 an 
.;i,cr.on t:i_c ~ b:r 'l~h~1.nO'> '.~ t1.i:"' :l0va,'1t, .J:::- . , 8. ~1J lrl;_ "'1~ i '1. 

t>0 " :~th ·.:),..,_.-,.; r1cw1·i:, TT"lite<l c;t::;.tP.s Tn -f".,_,,_ ~:r" , ::;v~ 

·nri~'P:.'?r or 1:/P . . iY' t r~e "ro1r~_:1c~ o-? Tr," T),.... ,_ r ;p:f"!_ .~1 .r:J:"J • • n 

· ~ oT-=-: . ~ t,n,..._:_-;:--_l. P..11 .. i rri.· 1; ~ .... ··, 'ho f'C'll· _;;;;-_ , -: .~ ""·-=;_T __ ,.,2· 0 :'1e. ~L ,)p_ 11. i ,_;i-.--- · · - · - · - -· - ~-
'J , ' . .L - ~~l _-\? l: ) ·r'!2.:{a ,,<:4 • '1 ~ ..,:l~ i; f- ,1 ~ . ·,,....11 · ' i ... ,-

r 

li'NP:{~~- o" J.:i.··'·1t. : rn-.rst0r' ou" 7Je·i.t.' : 
'f'iO a.r t th,.., ->:re<1,t T .\.m. t ~1c l n nt , ;:i.nrl fi:r:-st, 
AR'l1 ri .r;:1 t eous , holy , mr::-rc ' f,,l o..n.n .just, 
"PT realri'> o" :-lor:r , :-;c ,,nP.s ':Th". e an.o;e ls sin er , 
m~.-.~1T i.s t ly~ rli-m llin.~ -. )lac P. o f 0, od our ~(i.n.o: . 

' 7,~ 1 .) ,Q' "~') 'l_' h:.r r12~·1 ,.-, , ':T;., i.c :1 cl0th all '1.:'l.ITIP.S t :r:o.rtSC8YlU , 

!1 ~ 1rhon a cl cir.P.rl, 011 .r,i •c':L t ;\l -ii c;h t y "?ri enr1 .• 
rp :f( .<)'lOr.y s : i.i. :1. P. ~; b<":'TO~"~ c ·reat-i_on 1 G S 3.C~ , 
H· i.-,-~ ·. i n t·~'"' y10'~ o-" ;ju:::t7.ce a!' nf ,,...a cn. . 
'i"TY 1d.n n:c1.0"1 t"· r0rs be:ron ll ti10 S ~ :.!.TV SC'L~ S : 

K1.TfGIX"1.f ~:J.tr1 .. "1 ·i.c f··ll:-; , but ri'hiYl8 sh ..... 11 ris~ , 

C: C""·R J ..... t 'T'hiYl"' c~., , i ~r; , 0 '!.'hem Hol',r One , 
rpr ry r:-rr;1t ::i,i-rl ev1;rlastiri~ ·.1 i. ll be d one , 
'·!TLL ,0 11 r.if!,icn 1::.n.mm ri.:::; 1ri 11 . TTj.s no1 ·0r: d:i snl?.,:r : 
R~ ·[. t tr , ,., "1nrk 0 1 i:~o rtn.1::-; t o obny . 
1) •'!7T"~ ~ ~-; t 11". 0c-r;·1:b , t h "' ··ro11( 1r;-:-- f"1 ·.rnr k of' lov0, 
1 )"f r;~i.] V ",rv 1 ~ Cro:;s 1 fr; di ell , l.J'i t rei ""'18 abov e . 
•,,\l'?' t'~: b0.:.rs · tlie r ec .Jr rl. ·i.n ' 1

1nv holv '.1or<l , 
i\ <...'. 11"<Lv0 · ~ ml l) - es 'i ' ll~r lov0 , 1--t O" th , () Tio1'.' t1 • 

T r;hiJ10!-"~ t;-r c-a~~f"; CP.', rlcn, .L i r1 'ilh,, 0 t #T"TI "'l 8 1' l~s ' 

T -J n,..a.i.~P. rl in ·[8P.ven : fo~ 1ml th , Sav;_onr (lei;.; . 
l ' f s0--1r-s -L :-~ortal an~l:; lr 1i:l Tf is ne\'I~, 

Tr' •"! ~ V ·"! · f r; J10 rtf; ,.,; ti-1 .' o. r . :1'!'!<., :> ;->. in J;s ~I i~ ; lov nroc l ". ir1 . 
r}TY-.-: iy: 0 T.o-:-,l . o-..i.,... f 1J o<l , nor c 0rt:JP. to .r;:i ·re 
if'.) of that i·ood on w i c '' 01 sou lr; f. <',y live ; 
'J'HTS be O U' b0r tocl.a~ r , n.n rl rla:vs t" C'l''l" , 
1) \Y ' T' c out r m ' 

.ls ::::1 •i. ly fl'.'om · ~ , · to ' a,v , 
ri.::; .:;1.s:L 1 ,r1 ·~i_rl_ 11~ ··1!1"' ., ..... a .. :r. 
~a... ,...,., .,..,....,. .... ..... "' .... 1.... .,.r-+ T.n.,..rl _ rpi,., , 1""\lt:lQ~il"'lrr 11"' . d . 

"'°' ':IG~ift;:. o·.1.r s; ~1:-; , ,_,,-~i c '' in ri0s tr1 c ~ iu-. i1 l»,c ·~ 
018 f ol li0:i , fr;1i ts , c,r ,., t,.,,.P,suass0"' ft) . . r;-:i. ve , 
n -:·"!B':i'S uhic '1 ':TP. n0 ' rn: c cm ~ n,y, or '11!10u r e c ei VF!: 
AS ':Te , O L0rd , 0 11r n0 ·i_,r~hbou.rn 1 fw.tl t s () ' ei' l oo'-:: , 
. r;~ b n rr 'J'l1011(l •st blot ones froT'l '11 h :v nemory boo'< , 
-&\ ·1t.tnJV~i! 011r ~,., ,"')mies , exten,,1 r11 h;,r r;. ... ··,.,.c8 
OTfR p,nul s tn pavP. , 0 1 All ·\rh .1'l 1 s r:ui l tr r a c e . 
T)~~'i\JnS to 'flheo in r;ratitu,ie anrl lov~ . 
i\~P) in thr.- rln·~~" nai 't b;r sgi nts n.hove . 
T,11;,·,:J ns frofll sin , aY1r1 h 1 '11hy mercv r a cP. 
US fror:i th~ tc-m it er an'l hi.:i hellis T:vr.-.., 
HO'l' i_n our o:m, bi1t i n If-i s n·,ne ·.'ho bl.; d , 
IiJ'I:O 'rl1 in<: ear He nOl.IT OU..L' 8 V 8l';'f rt0Cd • 

~' :f<] .£!.> 1 r A1rIO! f' s fa t a l c •1·1 rn1s heln n~ t0 shi m 
RU'r may be c onnu er t ln·nu n;h 11.'h'r cono1 wrin c;: .·ion ~ 
·1) i~LIV'B. us f. om all 1.rld.cll c n.n rurn oy 
us i.n t his worlc.l , ;:mi~ rnay 01.l sn1.1l ~: clest ·oy . 
PRUT1 all c a l nmi tin:=; ':rh i c h E1e;1 oeti r1 (~ ' 

::<;VTI, anrt di:>ath , 0 t v:rn on~ f n 1t ad·i.'lP. . 

Ti' . •H we are r10rt'l.l Hn .,..rr . rv1d cl.e:we to clqy; 
r1~ l [IllE 1 t is to rule . ; nrl 1, oc-t"i.ls to o1 r:y . 
I . i not 'Phy mP.rcy , Lord , <P'ev e:r: frer: ·1 

'l' l f1~ T"oln c c~ati. on lmmrs n o r..or1 bi. t '11 heP. . 
K !' HG"DUH arv1 empire i n 'l'hy nn~nenc . f a ll; 
'l'IE'! Kin g eternal rei:- '1.s t!J"' "(in,n; or etl 1.. 
PO I~:J.?. is \r· t :1 'l'he ~' , to 'rhce he ,-;lory c;.' vc . 
AJ!') be 'L'h ." no.mo ·i.dorcd b " car.th ~'.n<l hrmvcn ; 
nJ,lJ_~y to 'L'he(; , the ev :r· lasbin•, l)nr: , 
11\ .irr .. v.~n be 'i'lly triune n ur.ie acl() r eu : 
!l:t·,:n liomuma 1 Blesse rl h'1· t e Lorcl l 

0cni ves "holy co1'1T'l mi on" i.n ;_eJ..d . 
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'l'h0 t~ams v j sit tit v~ lln.r;0s and h"'.TrU(")tS rer.:,illarl~._ The:v 
offP.r a varict.v of thinr;s --mcdical hcJ n , con~t ucLion mn.tcrial , 
n.ncl ;nuc!1 .or{'.l s1r1T) o t . 'i'h0 '10onl0 ·1atc h fo t.1iN1-- t~te e)0o :r , 
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gr:q on the. left was really a fi~ kid. 
._ vas DSllizy' Anzuras, and he was quite a smooth 
t&lWng, Spaniard. I really enjoyed meeting him. 

... an 11-B, and therefore, we soon went our 
..,a.rate v~s. He was from outside Phoenix, and 
~ ae his address, . but I lost it. The guy on 

tar right with the funny look on his face 
· · named Bob. He, Daney and I went to San 

f'rtmcisoo the one night we got passes while· at 
Oekland. Recention Station. We went to a Disco­
ib9que called 11 Sergeant Peppers Lonely Heart's 

There was a. popular tune, which later 
a nation-wide hit by the same name. I 

t9"1l7 enjoyed their comparzy-, as it was good to 
f1Dl others in the s rune ill-suited predicament. · 

had a 13 month old daughter, and a very :pretty 
•· Danny had 4 children (can you believe it), 
Tolunteered far Vietnam as he had something to 

-- to himself, . or so he thought. 

This was the scene the night we got our orders 
move to An Khe, and the Division Training Center • 
I'd estimate that approximately 600 guys moved to 
their respective divisions on that d ay alone. .A.s 
I recall, it was the 31st of :March, and we were to 
fly on a C-130. I later took a picture of the inside 
of the C-130, but it didn't turn out, so will t:c.;r to 
get another before I leave. There were a lot of very 
sad f aces everywhere you turned, and there were a lot 
of happy ones, too, as a great marzy- Gis were to le~ve 
the next morning to catch the 11Freedom Bird11 for home 

M-16 PM INDICATORS 
FOR INSPECTORS 

.AJST LIKE "'4Y ptfCf OF EOU.PMENT, THE M• ..,,,. K 

CHl"attD f![!!! PAX TO KEEP IT ,.MNG. THEM ISN'T ANY 

WHIT! Gl.OVIE tlll'f:CTtON n>ft THIS BAaY - YOU HAVE TO 

LOOK Heft 0V£" Cl09E AHO OET 9CME OIL 
1 

ON YOUR K4NDS 
TO TELL IF TH£ OWNER IS TREATING HER Riqt-IT. AFTER AN 

IMTIAL CHECK FOR GENERAL APPEARANCE AHO 01MOUS OE -

FECTS, MAKE SURE YOU. 

l ~ THE BOLT CARRER, 

IT SH01A...O BE LUBEO WITH LSA 

Tt-£ INSIOE OF THC KEY SHO..l.0 

BE CLEAH AWJ ORY 

2. =·~ £C~L~UP ~i 
fT ~TS TIE SPRING t9 
PR08A8L Y TOO W£N<. OtEO< 

THE FACE OF THE BOLT FOR 

PITS ANO EL.ONOATION Of THE I' ' · 
FlRt«i PIN HOLE. .., 

(20 SEPTEMBER 1967) 

DEP ... RTHENT OF THE ;.RHY 

SPECL.L ORDERS 
NUMBER · 94 

HE ... Dr:;;u;.RTERS 1 ST .-.r'Tt G-."X .".LRY DIVISION 
;_po Sc:.n Francisco 96490 

EZTR.'.CT 
4 .~pril 1969 

38. TC 250. Fol indiv ho.ving been asg t his stu./org a r e FUR ;.sG a.r" indic. Fol 
de.ta c.ppli~s lE'lOI NDC. Rel fr: US •• RV Trans Det ;._fO 96384. Rept d '.te: · N.:. Grc.i.de : 
?VT E2 DEROS.: JO}'i..e.r?O Scty Clnc: X Pf SC: A CO..:".: IL Lv d~'. t.:i. : N.~ Dop!1 : V 
Sp Ins~r: Indi v . n. tch to Rcpl Det, 15th . C.min Co for a~)prox t br-:ie ~«·.;rs and l i:::V ~ • ~: .. : 
~~! f~!'- 2.ppr~x fiv~ days for r~ts and qtrs~ff do.t~ of t his order. EDC.S . : 1 (;~-~~J:-..< . '} 

Fur asg: 42nd FID Det (WGRK;~;:.J.) 
Di.VID 1~ RL68046755 (485-50-4141) Sf'4 71Q20 Jyrs I'.:ay68 May71 

After our thrilling C-130 ride to An Khe, we 
piled on busses again, and went through some 
desolate loolr.ing country. :But it wasn't that 
bad there, because we 1 d left the sultry humid 
heat of th~ south and had come to the less arrid 
portion of Vietnam, the central highlams. It 
was actu.ully further north than that, as we were 
within 70 miles of the . DHZ (demilitarized zone). 
Another replacement detachment welcomed us this 
t . ' ime the 1st Air Cavalry Division 90th Replace-
ment Detachment. We had finally arrfved at our 
division destination, but we still ha'.a. some 
training and processing to do. I was at An Ehe 
for approximately 7 days. 1 

.r 
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Hi~ ~top t hls hil:l: (Hong Kong Hill) , there 
1 
s a 

giant Cavalry patch, since removed when _ the Cav These -young gentlemen are Monta~d Villagers, 
' moved down to the III Corps area in the south. who are training with the U.S. J.\:rmy to combat 

You can barely make it out. A signal unit is the communists, (pronounced MOUNTAIN-YARD). · I 
stationed up there with vast radar equipment got their attention and they are looking rather 
and housing, etc. The buildings in the ~ore-. pleased at having their picture taken. They are 
ground are part of those that we stayed in while a shy people, but evidentally make some of the 
at An Khe. best fighters for the Anny of the Republic of 

Vietnam--ARVN. 

Now they . are turning us into soldiers. They · are 
issuing us our M-16 rifles, and the dude behind 
the counter· was from Minneapolis. Funny how you 
remember insignificant stuff like that. The one 
guy in the middle is wearing a Ranger Airborne 
patch, so he obviously is a rough-ridin' SOE. 

Another day of IJrC (Division Tramn±ng Center) 
us listenins to a lecture by an F-8 sergeant, 
platoon leader in the field, who knew what he was 
talking about. The lecture concerned the vast rrumber 
of ways the VC have of boob-trap~pg! gates, fences, 
villages, etc. 
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~ (Y~. .. ..... {" '"""r r•1·"""_Y", r r1 C-.. t-~ • 
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1'~.tt~ '"H'ASL'.: KLA W IL, 
Vietnam <Special) ~ In 
Long Dinh, a ,chaplain usecl 
them for an altar. In Ta n 
An a civil affairs offfrer 
made them ·into 'desks for 
Vietnamese schoolchilclren. 
And at Fire Support B~se 
Klaw II, artillerymen u"'e 
them for almost everything. 

Probably the · mos t. · valnablc 
pieces of trash in Uw Arm y. 
1hey ' re empty lO:lmm howitz1·r 

, ;rn11nunition boxes. 

"We C'an mak<' just about an ~·­
; thing out of them ," said Spec. 4 
l David Harris of Ashvill e. N.C .. a 
· cannonccr with-C Btry., :!rd Bn .. 

34th Arty. ' 
· He knew what he was talkin :.! 
:. about, for almost every thing ~l 

this base owes its existence 10 
1 ,the invaluab le pmpt.y boxes. 

1 " Th ey 're wh<tt we eat out or. 
! sleep on and hj de in,:.:. w.a:i..Jl1c 
. way fellow caunoneer Sp1:c,. 4 
: .Jack Bur!1ham; of Bastrop , J'Cx .. 
· summed 1t up . . "\hey evctt make 
~ good clothes lockers." " · 
· Situated in the middle of wide 
: open rice paddic~, Kl~1W:\ II was 
~ built from !1erateri=:· Filled wilh 
I • sapd, the boxes malle good 
h mnkers and are now used for 
l parapets to protect th e how­
' 'Jtzers. 

Nailed to a w~ll . they're great 
~helves or on the ground, th<'Y' re 
foot lt>ckcrs. When it comes tim e 

! to panel the 'walls or make a 
' floor, the boxes nr.ed only he 
' torn apart to do the triek. 
' With a little bit of work the 

artillerym t·n turn th<'m int;1 1'1-

*:~~ 

" EMPTY-105M1i°'HOWITZER SHHL BOXES ARE USED TO BUILD PAR.APETS TO .PROTECT THE BIG GUNS AT .FIRE BASE .KLAW II . 
;,. - ' -. • - ' ' • " I t • '• -

bles and desks . Vietn;imesc ci-vil­
ians gladly cut them up a nd 
make chairs in trade [or a (1 :w 

PX1Ta empties. •' 
" The Victname~e know what to 
do with them; they go a Littl<l 
further and build an cnti re build ­
i110. 

'rhe two rounds in .. a ch box 
are wrapped in plasli c and tar 
paper to protect tlwm rrmn 
moisture. The !Ith Tnf. Di v. a rtil ­
le rymen turn right around and 
11se the plastic to cover thei r ta­
bles or to make windows, while 
the tar pap c 1· helps make 
shingles and water-proof the 
crude bunkers. · 

Not' to -bc overlooked are the 
nails. hinges and lalch<' S, whi1·h 
1·ome on the container. The hin•.(­
l's hrlp make doors and the nail s 
are used everywherP. 

"When f get to thPse \!'mpora-

ry fire ·.support bases , lhe boxes 
are most .. convenient " said 
Capt. =Richard · B. Be~onis of 
Philadelphia , the Division Cath­
olic chaplain. "I use them for al­
tai·s ·frequentl y." 

·:When 1st ,Lt. John La Due of 
Tucso11 . Adz.·,- got hold of the 
b·oxes, th'ey ' were quickly tm·!1ed 
into dt'sks for needy Vietnamese 
sd1oolchildrcn. 

.Lt, Col. Robert • Dirmeyer , the 
commander of the 2nd Bn .. 4th 
Arly, came up with the idea and 
before h.e knew it, his unit had 
completed a very successful civ­
ic action project. 

There is little doubt that the 
boxes are worth their wei ght. 
empty or fuli. As long as artil­
lerymen need to build .~otnL'­
lhing, the ammo boxes will nev­
er be thrown away. 

They ' ri · just too valuablP -.twn 
r•mpty . 

- p~aise the lord -a.Id 

Pass the Ammo -Boxes 
,»*;;" 

Pfc. William ll'lmilton of Porl~mouth. Ohio, uses his emp~_r. ,J 
sh1•1l boscs as clolhi.1l> lm:k1•rs-hu11g on the wall of a bunkct· bu~ 
of th<' useful aah•s. (USA Photos hy Spec. r, 8111 Wagner) 
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ever something. The ·-tower was slightly 
less than 40 feet high. We were harnessed onto a rope 

a series of entangled ropes that went through our 
legs, v.:ith · a heavy steel hook that attached to the 
rctpe lee.ding off the tower. The ladder to the top 
vas the scariest part , us it shook, gave way, etc. We 
all made it safely, and could now be classified, '' Airmobile." 

not horrors, though. On Easter morning, we 
wire given the opportunity to hop in the back of a 
2-2--ton truck , and we v?re transnorted to :Saster 
Sundey Services. I was tremend~sly moved on that 
bright, sun-shiny dey--per haps by my circumstance, 
but mostly because I knew everything was going to 
turn out all right. That afternoon, we returned to 
our trainine , end marched 3 miles to the rifle range 
(it was located outside the green line wire, and gave 
s our first taste of being unprotected~, where we 

zeroed our weapons, night fired, etc. It was quite a 
different way to spend my Easter Day, 1969, believe 

This is a job to be avoided, 
I managed to acq_uire the job while at Long Binh, and 
it's not the type of job the uneducated can not do. 
I felt it to be a very degrading job, but not as 
difficult for me to accept as is KP. It sure does 
stink, though. 

' night it was possible for us to visit the local EM 
Club, generally having cntertainr:ient provided to us. 
In thi s picture you see a Korean Rock group, who ma.de 
some pretty good sounds. The Y01ll'JC ladies were r at her 
cut e, but so very small and petite that they could 
hardly be considered women in the t1n.1e sense of the word. 
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kid, 11 0le Dave enjoying one 
of many beers in Vietnam." If it weren't for this one 
1 UXUX'J it em, things weuild rave been much ha.rd.er t o get 
t~oug.'1. But it 1 s surprising how soothing and relaxing 
a nice cold beer can be. You should try one sometime. 

This is another class on booby-traps, pungy stakes 
(bamboo stuck in the ground), nails in boards that 
collapse around your ankles, etc . As you can very 
easily see from the tremendous attention being given 
by the lad in the rear, it was awfully education.::'l.l. 

Now our week was past, and it was time for us to finally 
move to our respective units of assignment. I was headed 
for Phuoc Vinh and the Division Information Office. I 
was lucl:y, as many were going to infantry tli visions and 
companies, which is r1ot my wEzy of spending a "Year in 
Vi etnam. 11 We are :passing our time away at the An Khe 
Airport, wai tin~ for another C-130 r ide back down $OUth 
where we'd a lready been about a week earlier. 

- J1 C '"!~.ir :~r1 .i..i,i ') 'li. 0.J-;i1 ·~0 

0-t:' S~ "'.· ~Y'IJ"'. 0,,,_ TTilJ: r1 11"""~- i1.r • 

11~r 3~-:'r1 :l.CY'1~h. i~ 1:7;'"'I'1 • 

. T 1J1~ ,, .u cui:: , :'~ .tY ·:::i:-.:Tr 

o ') 1 0 r:-; .1Wl ".)0rl ::1C ·r.s., 
t 11.rcn ,...:,...11 ~-r fi::is.!.. (1 · i..-r:J 
O'T~~ t~ 1c~ c 1ytr .. r:i t:L :1r:: 
J .. o ne . j "",r fr~·.1il: ' . .-:.:1 .. 
of c ourse , ~~·:.th~,-, '.:.:.l "lo 
':· .otc [1.. c r o:""'.t rl0~cl -­
in f n..c t , I ::!'.'0c civ1'd :o.. 
l c)t t er fro~1 l ~.~.t~1,V :1o~r­
l y o~rcr.;: d;->y ' e~:co·;+, 

'lfl0'1 t.h~ 'm'1...'i.l r1i.dn ' t 
h :'.__, _ C 1 'X1 
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in Viet M , the - -- -- - - - -that - ernains h11 frl'.'C <'l tnesR a ,j t owPrn of onc e 
t hn c;. icstion8 i:iro!'lper ous coas.t . 1 cities . 'Ph0 P10.n ~re ~:; 1 i. l·r. t '.l P Viet­

are th0se f orcip;ners 

c'l o 

i nclj ridi.1al 

1 free~ o:r . 
'I' e p eople are mainl~r Vi r.tn mesc ~ f'o:::incrl;ir knrn·m A.s 

nname se or Annwj_tes, and speak a t ona l l anr,ua,c-re , 
much inf l uenced by Chinep.e . Chances are he is a Bud ­
dhist , with hjs relip-i on "bas ed on the <::hine s v er s i on 
:!'at he than that of JndiR . 

The " omen are ·st r ikinrr , ·rce.rin11· the urj.'1 e 11 a o da] 11 

(pr onouP.ced 11 ow- zi 11
), wci,l kinrr alon'': t he bon l evard. or 

i ·DP' a bicycle~ whi l P. ;1r011 won'1 er ho-.' she l)r0vents hc:.­
a ti -re fro"l tari.:;linr i n the s11okc~o.f the wheel. 

lso amonr; the mil li on:=; of Vietnanr.s e in t11e ern1blic , 
, thee a.re sevc7re.l mino . ity p.,-r:n111s . The:rc ar0 , for e'alil'.ll e , 

a l mos t a milli on Chine ~e . rrihe vaRt maj ori t.;i.r of them 
c n be fo n(I_ i n th0 u rhan c e:n e r s of t he nu th , pe:r-ti cu l arl ,. 

1 Cholon , Sai{"on ' s h.ri-n. c it~ ·· 'P o a ;"Ter:>.t e~nr the 
hincs<> are the •1rim2ry bvsiTIP.8<:: l e :'.o e2' 8 of t h 0 c rn ri t r;i: . 

'i'hi:; Montwma:rd ::--a l most 700, onn 0 f tiJ PTTl-- a;-0 for 
the Il' o:t n'"' -r- t . f '"' :n11ers . A, l ~: hon "h t h:::> ::::-P A.T'"' fl,'" mqnr R.s 

0 -t o ;5 
"Dl tea11 , 
~ah~., :r . 

'l:i s-'.;j ~""'ct Hortar·0~' . r·l ,..,..",'P"' i r_l-i p.bi.tj !!"' t 1~ 0 c e'lt rP.l 
the princina l r~-r o1 i.:i'" a ""r. th'? P>i::i.c " , Jarai and 
Vi""':.rsi. c2.l J.~r . t h0i· T1 0TP "?"1"' "'.rl; ' .,.. ,.,:=: 0r:ir l c J"rir3 on ":=: · ::in~ 

. i'?t"1 ~~e?0~ hP"'."" i~rio ~. '."'")'"\ n-r+ s.J#'=lt,_,_.,.. t· . lirr!·1t !:1"":i 11 ~ rtn~ " ·Ta~'" 

b l :o.ci- 1.,2.i .,.. . 1' a ."'i cal and r e J_ i rr .; r ' : ro h".' 1 ; .._f' ~ .; 1,, f l ,, -TJr.e the~. r 

c.ili· li•re : -- in £' 1"'...,.,; l" niritt f',.." "ml p•· ~ +i," .; ..,.. f'nrMir1p ITJr.thocs . 
Th V.:'.'l en: arc of thr: sP.rn0 cth.,.....:i c stoc:k" a s CambocHans . 

Compared t o t h i?. Viet118.r.es 0 . t.h 0 Yhmer fr s l · -:-ht l y t al l e r 11.nd 

e o e 'he t '"arkr.r i n corrpl exi o n . 'J'he i r e;rw· hn.vc a p?'onounc ed 
Mon~oloid. a}_)peP.ranr.e , anri TTJR~; r h<>v~ wmn~ ha · "!:' . '!'he C'..1st oT1P r,'T 

. ) ess of both me:?: an.n F O!'l r1: in a +.1P-h+ . . 1:oicl-:e t b1~ :ton"d nrnm 
~ - the f.,,..OD and a S.fl oT'-:- of' r.'1·i .,,.. +: i_.rj +,}, +i,-; l ower Pn(l h:r.011.o·ht. 

fo:!:.••:!a"'.'c. b etwr>':!r: t..h0 ln"'!" nrr +.ucknc'! i.r a h'?lt at Hie w~ist . 'Phe 
approx · mi:>.tel~ · 37~ , 00C' Yhncr "' l :i rr' -- for +h0 most ria:!'.'+.-- ..,car t he 
Ca1'1boc' i::>!"' r ol'.'r'l '? a ::'"'r '. '1'1 Ph1ioc i i r1.h , 'Pair hTi nh nrir1 1 n Xi.1~.ren 
P::::-ovi n e . 

Another mi:nori •.r p:ro11u tho. Ch a.ns , l ·iv0 in rillares in 
the c e t r n.l lo•.-1l R.nn .. cgast , nc?.r Phan !1a. 1· , Hoa na , ann. 
aroun T~r Ninh and-''.sha.1, Phn . Onl~ y; , Oro ChaMs 

, r ema·n fTo!11 what waR'"o .r. e a l ear in;i: :influcmtial clan. ThP 

I 
people can be traced bnck t o a "iph c i Yi l.' z a t i o which r ul d 
~ co~sta~ e:np_ir~ l u::-t_.' n{" for 1 , 500 vearn . Now, all 

nrurtesc , 1 n t t h" woTTlr?n we-' r n. k"l -J rm("th , loon c f i tti.n{" 
t1J~j c wi t h t i P,ht 8 lr. cY0 ~ OV"r n lonri:e r nC'tti coat , n.rc' o f <'n 

' w:ran thr:i:r h er>.d :=; in :=;ilk r>c aY'"l.ros . Unlik e' th,.., b e l"ncc of th 0 
"l')C'Onlrs o.f Vi 0tnam , !?r;c ri t a nil inhr:ri t:~n~<' :-trc th .,..ou.n:h 
the fcmr-i l e l i ne . rrhe !llaj ori ~·· of Chm!!. a re Mr.rnbers o f tlie 
anr-i.cnt rahJrlanist rf'? li~i_ 011 , th o1 ph s oM<=> ar t·"oRl em . 

How a r e thPse peopl e di f'fr.>r0~Tt f'"l"'O'l' j1m0 .,..i c-n.n~ ? T!lc c11 l tu,..Pl 
di f'f0 "!:'cnces a rc rw .. m' , blJt there 2-.rc s o..,c :- ; 'llililari t i eR t oo . 
Just as ,'OU are .flatt ered when someone a!"lks ab o1 t y our h ome 
and fa.rd l ;,r , the Vietnamese arn f'J pt.tcrcd uhcn ;v-011 sh ow i!!i:r.r,.., :--t 
in or unde rfl tand ing of th0ir cm1toms, r '?l i r,i ons or l a n ., fl.f0 . 

· I n dr:i.y- to- day c onta i: , s ome of th0 l :! .h~s a nr'! d:i s l ikcs 
h c comc t?.uick l ;r appa rent . If ~r011 beckon a Viet:namese in the' 
t~ri:iical Arneric R.n f ::i.shion o f crook; nr' a firirer , he is ins ll ·P.ri . 

In Vi etnam , snch a r;esti.1rc> repre~crit s the wa. a per~on wo1Jlil 
he~kon Fm ani mal . ri'he fre> st. ~re t o f'.Ct ~or:ie o !! 0 t o c o!lle t o : ·oi..1 
i~ mor e lik e a g ood- bye wave . 

The c a e r:Kmy such cus t.o!!IB which sh01.tl.d be recognized 
t o insure a e;P-i ns t offe rdj ne th.e VietnP.mene . In order f or 
a s oldier t o :'7.d a lonr. weJ.l with the -peo-ple \·rhi l e in Viet­
n..-'J.l;i , i t is a. nece " sit~r thP.t l1c 2ti1 r1: r thcirua~rs A.no ac-:_nRint 
bimsPlf a s W<"'ll as p oss:!l1lP. 1 • .r .. t h t 11esc n eopl 0 . 

1-r1: 0-reas Jll o~t 1\mc>ri cr>..n:i a rc> Christians or ,Jewi8h . mo:=;t 
1 Viet n:w1ese a -re Buddhist~ . 'r l-iP ma.i ori t :r of tho :=; e w11 o are not 

"R 1rlr1 hjs-'.;s arc C8.tholic . NoTI'lHll;r, Bud<lhjs t reli.P:ious· l ean_­
e,,., can be "_Uickl~r identifiec. b;r thej r 0.i 8t · nc -l:i Ye r e d or 
vellou robe~ . Ann , l.~ke :-1.mericans of n.Jl f'ai ths , thP 
Yi"t ?.mcf!e R.-re> ~ui c lcl;• o "f.:'0n<lc~ ~- rheTJ O'lt:> T'l:'..kes furi of t11e i r 
T'Pb.P'im1s bel ief s . 

I f tl! t?i.::- ct~:=;toms a T.'e s o different f:ro~ our:=; , 1-i o··r do I 
rrr>t a lo"'"lc? ~'ol itely . 

American ::: r 1 r. {':P t a lon:". nice lv b;.r t:!.· FJ.+;:i. '1 t" t h e Vi 0tn::i,rrnr,0 
wj ~; h tl:c s 2.Jn.e rcsvect. thA;'' w011 l d 2.not.h P .- 1meric2..11 . ~1nd hv 
bP . n ": '.v:i 11 :i.n:"' t o ~8-:' ' "Xi n Loi II ( pronouricer~ II sin- 1~ r" ) w},.el" 
n0r<"f'SA.r;• . "Yin Loi" means " I a-.:i s orr:r . 11 

Ac ti om ~-.rh ich c o11t.,..Jb11-'.:o t o r:n.1 t1 o.l iinc ·::>rs1: ~"l,1i n "" will 
01".hR.l'l~ f" ou_.,.. r"' l~+. .; 0 1'1'"' vi -!-1., thP Vi 0t>~::-8e!'"' " !>001'.)li; anr1 will 
fi):".'th0r the U. S . e f'fo r o c;~cl ,...e their frc:-edom. For ex2.mnl0 : 

• . RePl embe .,.. , Americ:m s a r C' ei.10p t c; j n Vi etnam rmcl shoul d ~al:e 
no d emand s and seetc no sneci:1l t i:.·eatrrent . 
•• Join with the peopl e ! . Umer s tr:>.nC. tl1e·r l i f'c, use ph r ases 
from their l a n f,'1.Jl1.ffe , anc'l. "tionor th::: ~ r C'' ::' t orns ana l aws . 
•• 'l'r.Pat wor.-icn with pol itenef's ancl re'"'nt>ct . 
• • Hake per s onal fr ienns amon,c-r +.h0 ~nlr'\ icr.s a n'.1 the neo-010 . 
•• Al m..;,rs pi Ye thP Viet n"Jllese tho r j P'ht of Fa:• . 
•• 1)on ' t 11.ttra ct atten i on hy loiin , rudP , or unn c;ur:tl h P­
hP.. ri m· . 
•• l1v0j a s epa:r-ati ll['. ;iroc rs ~lf f'rom thr> ne oul e b;ir a i spl a;r of 
wealth o:r p r ivile{"e . 

Ah oi:e all el se , y ou find ;yourself in the mic1 c1l e of a wat' j ne; 
strur:c l e . We nmst , therefor e , a c t in accor anc e with the nory.iqJ. 

1 standaTds of good c onduc t and cou r t esy . 
. . ·- -1. 

I 
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How long- isa year? H o\v -high Is up? 
~- .U/1lU!J., 

]refer to his remalning time in months . 
jalways be __ days remaining, although 
aware of the decision . 

_IL_~lf!a.111!1!__ -· .. ,-·-
From here on , it will ! 

he i sn't conecicnti9usl~ For some a year is 100 firefi ghts, while for others in 
Vi etnam, it r epresents--agai n at the i ndividual level--
10,cno pieces of paper handl ed . For both it start s at 7JC; 
a t ot .'3.1 of J65 days and a like number of nights . 

By the t ime a new troop arrives at .the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division Trainir).g < Center , the awesome reali zation of the 
meaning of the word "year" has struck him in a way t hat can't 
escape att ention; he has a full year to do here . When he 
graduates and si}a:rts t he series of troop move71'ient s that will 
take him t o hi s iunit, t hi ngs brighten . H~ving been here an 
entire fortnigh~, he informs himself t hat there are only 
350 days t o go. '. From here on he will mark his helmet, his 
cal endar, and spend endle :3 s hours count i ng the rerr.c;.ii~ing 

days without evei- r oachi ng t he same t otal twice . 
Being t hrust into an eli0n envier onment helps . By t he 

time he has conditioned himself to expect the unexpected, 
learned new words t nat woulci never be under stood at home , 
3.nd h:;.~ cecome accustomed to . the routine that things begin 
to seem humdrum; the 50 days have slippe(l away . Only 299 
to go. 

At this point his helmet, his calendar and his letters 
home r efl ect that he i s i n his third month. Nine more to 
go. Although he lrnows that he os only five days into his 
third month, and he ha s nine months and 25 days remaining, 
i~ seems t o help if he ignores the odd number of days and 
deals instead with round mont hs . For the next 100 days, 
t he calendar is 'marked religiously. Only he knows the 
precise number of days, and he isn't telling anyone, iUld 
.especially when short-timers are arou..~d. If asked, he will 
reply with the seemingly fewer number of months, or not 
reply at all. 

For the next thr ee months, short-tirilers, especially those 
with less than 50 days remaining , seem t o be the most ob­

:r noxious people on earth. They run around all the time 
, yelling, "Short!" Or .11 $011 , "J2", "17", or whatever. He 
: decides, "None of this for me when I get short, 'cause it 1 s 

childish." 
·r After slashing away 165 days from the calendar, although 

its hardly seemed t hat long, he breaks "200 days." Every 
.once in a while he resist s t he urge to yell 11 short," just 
to see how it feels. In the next 20 days he discovers the 
"short-timers calendar," a series of nur.ibers arranged in 
paytern to resemble Charlie Brown, a Gav patch , or a pin­
up. Selecting one, he colors furiously at the days he ;;as 
already completed . From this point on, his short-timers' 
calendar becomes both a love and a hate object . He may 
curse i t for the number of days that remain on it, or cherish 
it for the number already colored in; but he will never, 
never t hrow i t-i· away. 

When he colors out the slot indicat i ng 182, a bell rinvs 
in his head . A day later he r ealizes that bell was the half­
way mark. Six months in--six to go. He . runs around , franti­
cally looking for someone still in t heir 200 's, so he can 
yell; "Short !" Having pas sed this mark , he will n~ver again 

Since he is now shorter than about half of the others in 
,his section or squad, he finds himself waiting for the other 
half to be absent for. a brief ~riod of time, so that he too 

I can yell, "Short !" 
Fron there the game cor..tinues. While keeping one eye on 

1 his multi-colored claenda.r, and the other on those who have 
~ less time t han he, he cries, "Short !" whenever he is the one 
1 with the least t ime remaining . It is considered a faux~ 
l to use this t erm in front of someone wi th less time . The 
lretort, 11 Shor ter! 11 is a much fear ed comeuppance used by those 
who ha1;!) fewer days t o serve . 

The days in the 100 plus categor y seem interminn.bl e . Eut 
1
it i s time: t o t h,ink of R and R, so instead of count ing days 

iuntil his return ; he tries counting those u..~til R and R. 
The b~g day finally arrives and he departs to sample t he 

delights of Hawaii with his wife, or if sin~le to Hong !'Cong , 
Bangkok, Sidney , or other Asi an cities . Approximately 10 
to 14 days l ater, he r eturns--possibly fulfilled if he met 

,his wife; but still much poor~r, probably not too much wiser, 
but just the srune--he returns. · · · 

The wonders of civilian clothing and indoor plumbing are 
still fresh in his ni nd--things he'd almost forgott--as he 
marks off his lOOth day . From now on he calls hims.elf a · 

1
two-digit midget and cries "Short!'" at an increasing fre-

l
quency. 

There are ever fewer to offer him a comeuppance. He has 
savored the opportunity to yell that phrase at least once 
jor ti,tj.ce. , 
j About this time he discovers the "short-timer's letter," 
;which is intended to warn, if a spoofing f ashion, his parents 
jand loved one about the wierd behaviour patterns he may 
display on his not -tto-distant arrival back home. After 
!reading the part t hat say, "Take it with a smile when he 
insists on digging up t he garden to fill sandbags for the 
bunker he's building •••• ," he locates as many copies as he 

' can put his hands on, and sends t hem.to everyone he knows. 
Runnin~ around yelling "short," "50", · "32" and then 

·eventually "17i' he wonders why the guys with 200 or more 
days remainin r. act strangely toward him. - ·· 
i Having decidP.d to quit working three times already, he 
.! s t ill works. Even worki ng beats looking at his watch every 
ten minutes to see if it is yet time to croos out another 

1day. 
Finally , t he much awaited ten-day mark arrives, and here 

our story ends. Having been through all of the above, I do 
not lrnow ex~ctly what l ies on the other side of the ten-
day mark. Besides, I have a plane to catch. FTA (a·. r ather 
rrro ss connotation is inherent to this abbreviation) here, I 
come. It's Flying Tiger Airlines here I come--back to Japan, 
t hen to our 49th state (Alaska), and finaily, be.ck to the 
sunny state of California. From there, it's all down hill 
and back. to Iowa-Nebraska wher e I belong . .-..a,_ __ _ 

I 

II 

., .. 
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A puppy· in· the next tent caught · l1\V eyp .:rc>r?a'l?= ;th~ 
time I was at Lai Khe . I kept wan'f;.ing t o steal him , 
but didn't think I could e:et away ·with it . e wa s 
awfully roll ;-polly when he ·ra s about a week old, 

_t hen he rrr ew so quickly . I s him r ecent l y and he ' s 
not nearlv as cute Cl. S he W"l. S th n , b t t en, that. i s 
vhat -ha~r~ s to s ome peopl e; i sn 't it . 

· sOm;~~·e · ~ "dry .humor is evi'dent here as "t:Jisy ~~k a 
bunker "Subway ," whon it 's only use is inc s e of 
c?.n att ack . Most of this bunker is below the Ground , 
wh 'ch s1ould make it fP-i r l .r s fe from rocket , mor r 
and other f ing object • I had the occasion to isit 
this bunke ·· on onl~r o e oc ::asiom i--- that bein one 
night when we hac~ Rever a l (10) 107 mm rockets land a 
s ort distance fro.IU .our hootch . e. had quite good 
over 1eacl C OVEU: , a nd verv s eldo!ll did we head for a 
bun l".e r rhen we h h infariou-s.....a.nd exh 'ler ating t hi ng 
called, "Incomine U l" As they s.ay __ in the ArJrry , . "No 
sweat , GI.'" . . ~ 

-
. The 42nd PID Detach."l!ent tE'mt at a i Khe 1 a s a . pleasant 
." place to live f or bout 4 weeks . I en'oye Capt ain 
.Zastrow (U. of Indiana profe ssor), George Vindedzis and 

:· Edd ie Koehlein -- wri ter and P oto (l'r aoher . "fl built a 
·. w ale of a bun -cer insic , but- I only ;!ot t o sleep in i t 
.:for about y s . --1'hAt• s hardly \ o:i;th 2t d ~'s of \rery 
, 1 hard wor k , but that ' s the b r:-:i. ks • . \ent t o J rd Brigade , 
jwhere I s tayed.Jor 2 months , or unti l I r eturned to t he · 
divi i on information office t o beco~e e itor of the paper . 
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Lying under my mosquito net 
(above) and Eddie Koehnlein 

· and I in our tent (and civies) 
L~~ - !--ai Khe. 

T ottrnrr,tt:'mic C onnty 
J,oc:'.l ?.o ~ra <iu 7 1234 

, 1 .,_:-1t ~ ro1 i ...... :e~· \., oi.n.:-. . 

Sil .ccrcl ~r 'ro i_rs , 

~~ 
Gener cl G-eo . Cori l i v rroil 
!T)il , ~o:-i.:. ~- f;o'""" ,,,~ . j ~!. !_t"" 

Com·se Rules i:n Eff0r,t 011 

So 1_th Vi tnamese Golf Conrses 
Dnri r: t : e Vietnam Har . 
(1954 to 9??) 

J.) PJ ayers c:-.re ask ed to collect boPlb 
and sheJ.l S""ll i':.ter-=:: to '"'"V" th""s ' "' - """ ,-, . ,,, e uaria.o;e 
c0.us-i JY~ thin,o; from the ua:r of the r:iowe-cz • 

" ) Tn CO"P10ti ti on , C1 11. ·in.r- "1.mfire or 
·Ih i. E~ bomr):-; 2.re faJ Jj n rr; , 11lavers l'la.V 
tP.'-P. C'!over wi tho .it nr->,..,a] tv for ceasing 
to nJ.e.~r . 

3) The nositions of 
hnmbs are na.,..kP.d b:i;r 

reci.sonably , bnt nnt 
rl2.sta11c0 . 

1mm.m delayed- acti on 
red fla"s nlnced a t a 
"1lar2nteed ~ safe .. 

/1 .'\. bn.J 1 l~ri. :'.! .r.; · n a C"r.o, ter ma~r be l ifted 
a': c'l. dro 1ned riot nearer t h.r h oJ e ui thont a 
;i"'!nr.i.J ty st oke ht->in.'"" adiJe<l . 

5) . . hal l !'.loved b'r enen:r a<::tio::c na:i;r be r.e ­
n l '.<.ccr1 

R.S '11.em· 2..R -i:i0:-:si ble to -rherP. :it la:r, 
or 'Lf lo ~1t or clP.sb"o~re0 , ~c hall ~a'r be 
dr0'1 'Y:d not 10e.rer thP. liolrl Hi tho-oi~ ricmal t....,.·. 

r-; ) ~._ ...,1 Fi.VP..,.. Prose st·~n1- ,,, i "' ,:,-('f~c te0; l:i~r t)w 
f;j.rm1 tr-i.110011 <=~ explosion of' a ho rib , r oe cer o .. 
she 1 J , or 0:r mP,.Ch ii1.e - ·-un , r.iav -o :i f\'" an0ther 
h2. l l frrn: the s2 . ...,e '1]_?.CP. . 'Pn ;·! a 1 t:•- rw1p p, ~:,...0' ·e . 

L "SS 0,.., f'~·01:' 11() 1° :V ·i "t:n :-:.rt"'SC P.,.·ovn:.-b 11 : T1Pt I s 

l1ave no l"'lore corr1l :->i.,.1ts .9,11 011 : cari.ri -; es ,...at ­
-l; l :i.11~· cl 11h::: . !'1~1. -:: ..1 : -1 P t=> ':' 
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The Headquarters complex of t he 1st Air Cava'lry 
Division , located at Phuoc Vinh . The ~onnnanding 
~eneral had his office just behind t he sifill that 
can be seen beh · d the jeep , Our captured weapons . 
are displayed out in front , which · nclude: Russian 
mobile artillery piece , Chicora (Chinese Communist) 
mobile recoiless rifle , and others , .Also a large 
cement block with the words "Hue," and "Hanoi" on 
them , It l ooks like a sign used for identifi~ation 
~urposes onf'. a l arge intersection somewhere in the 
northern re~ions of 'Vietnam. I found it historic , 

· 1 

, ____ ., 

Press and Photo· buildin at division IO . Here's 
I work and play a lot of the time. Edi ting , , writing 
and artistic abilities are e i dent .1ere , as there are 
some pr etty t al ented peo:1le rho pass in and out of this 
locati on . It -ras a. nleas1 r e t o work ~.:rit. _ most of these 
peopie . 

ere • s guy standi ng da_ ~u rd with hi s poncho l iner used 
to · protect l _m fro. the un . Bunker !/=35 is jus t e in the 
office . All '·, 8 foot Cyclone Fense is front to p~·o:bect against 
q;r en des thrown by the enemy , Ther e ' s 3 ro·ws of barbed and 
~oncertin9. wir e strotchA out in front t o protect a gainst 
infiltr ation . Llote the nuJnerous sandbags and t he barre~s 
illed wit h dir·t . Cb iousl y the inside i s hollow, and J.t 

mo .c:;1tre approxi-rnatel y 12 feet by 8 feet inside . Host of 
i:.hem f , irly waterproof , but no t all. 



Taken at the offic e· with the corner · of tpf:ii> billet~ there 
shcn.~g on the lef t , 111e bunker wa s converted into a 
television room, . and has a floor, etc , in it , . The truck 

• "6riw7 s water t o the 2:r avita.tional shouers with t e · offi er ' s 
'a!tj NCO' s sing the one sho m to thP tru.ck ' s left . The 
very edge of the E>r s OWf'J:" sh01 s on the r~<-t . The " ;rr een-
1"':..e" 1· s abou+ 100 fe r .. -.t f' th h - h -. .i...u v - rorri , e s ower~ wi . hunkers loc t ed 
ap?J"oxirnately ever~• 150 feet fo'r base defen se , 

Stop sign near the i~forr.ia.tion of ice , 
dtrn the road from t he PX a nd other more i portant 
P aces (i. e .- ervice Club-u~h ~ etc . ) 
Lai" -film wa~ pre~ ty easy t o .~ y , so decided to p t 

• I t ain ' t much , but it ' s something l" 

The pictures show a few s cenes 
around who.t wan then the 1 5th Admin 
Compa.J1Y area. le were later assigned 
to Headquarters and. Headquc.rters 
Compaey . About t~s sc;me time , there 
were serious rumors thr.t we woul d r-.ot 
be pulling IT , ri.s Vietnamese hn..d been 
hired to do this f or us . At this 
uri t inr; , 1-re ue unsure o.s to whether 
or not we will have gu:-..rd duty or not . 
There is r'.. security pl atoon at ElIC 

' . ' w 110 a r c i n c ,k'U' e of !lu lJ.in.c · u',rd; all 
a.round t he perimeter . Luck mip)1t be 
i ·:i th us . Guess we 111 lm01- soon enough . 

~'icture showo several of t he gu:rs 
i n the office one night when we · 
rcro messing around . Everyone i~ . · 
looking a t ~ picturc ·Ron Doss f'ro 
l1.11::: tin, Tex.::.i.s , is holding. He , 
~rcw th.is f'roin a Pl. yboy picturQt: 
c.n put sane clothes ~on her . The 
ot lcrs around him are : Duve V . 
Drew, 1 Persons , Larry Ada.ms, 
D;r"llin, John S::i,ln.ndi, eys<>.lf, o...~ 
Chuck Spicer • 

... ~ .· 

a jeep in the 15th A min , 
pool, irhich .is loc2.ted just 
eet f!'om "-- c;. info !'lation 

1en J first =:ot ·to t he of:'ice , 
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=:.t '.:.. c offic e Yi t , the corner of ":.he L"'i1~ ets 
s:1o~in .,, on ·::.he le:~ +, . ~·· 1P. b n;;:e1·• T - ::i s ,-.r ·~vr.rtP.-' :' . . -;:.o a. 
tele7' i sion r oori., !"1.nd. ~s-~~ ,.., flnc r, ~te . i~ it . ~2:iE' 1.:.r·!.,.C'1: 

:_·r !)\-i . 7.,!l t:.i_ O "f) [t 

one c. i10·-•J'l '.-. 

ver :y ed ,. .. e of the E:-' s~ 0 ... -r· ~ :'~,-.~-::-,... 

l:.ne 11 is <>ho1·t 100 f E> -t p ,.n ,, ".i1 " 

s 11n1 ~~ r~ ~;j_ ~·~ .:. l :~, ;o 

J •• l1.:·' ~ °V' , .:~ i,.... ~ s J e:f:. • 

on . i rn near t"ic j.n 0 .. ~1 ..... i 0n nf.r-i c<=< , 
d m the r oa r: fr (l'."; "" ~10 P . c.n: .-':1"r :::." r ·n :!'.'0 i-- ~m t,,nt 
pl a c e s ( i. e .- ·Sm <,.e Cl1 1--....u :._·1 t e t c . ) 'I\ o~' ·"i.t, nDtn.::: 
Li " 17!1.S :pr s t -Cy G<> ." -':o ;.1"y , - s o c1 Gci '(' to D1' t j't, o·­
f i lm . "It ain ' t l11Ur.1':, b r:- i.t 's so ":lethin~ t" 

'l.'h p i c tt'..rGS s1:.m: [!. f c T GC . llC:-' 

:-xou:.:.d whr.t W<:r: thr:'. the 1 !)th .Q.-Un 
r~on1p:::..-;y 2 .. r c:""'. . · .rr ·rcrc l r..t c r f'.SSi {:;nn 
to · ;c :i:1nn.~.rtcrs .~.~, ;i Jfo:-:.c1,.. .~">"t ors 

Co!!n:--4~~ - . .bo1i_Jc tl1i ;, :J':..""'1.C ti!""le: , t~! ci~c 

1 re:~ - ~ C :!. ... i CU. S rl'.!.107.'f~ ~]1 :-·.:C \ !O '. 701.i_l (~ ~~ot 

l)C : r: -J .. li11.- ~·=, .. , ::fJ ~li 0"t: ~:'...."J.C. f1() _1:-i.d CC11 

J:i:~ r · r~ t o c" o th.is foI.~ 11s . .t. Jc~ 1i.;_; 

\ .Ti~ i~i": , 11r: '""'.Xt: 1i:i :s11r c r.. r. -t o ,_ !!1ct:~1c~-:' 

0r !:('"~ \ ;0 -::ill ~ 1 ;'_.\rG r- :. · ~~., r1i "'"t~~~ o::- :--iot . 
,.,l:crc ~. ; :-' .. ~ t; r,1.:::-.:. .!;-- :-..1 :~ -'~ of'\;~ :-'.-'c ~JIC, 

'\ .::o -. ::.~ i :-. c ' ·r-..7'.' r 'C: O ~ ·-'.i]. J i_ :; r-- :-cl r',:'._' C, ,. ~-.11 
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· cturc s _:>.o ·m SC'Vnr ...... l of tJ~".! •. "n 

i ::. t he of fice' one nir~-t uh e 
.;ere ncnc irJ; "..ro nc1

• ~wc:ryone ir: 
loo' :inc [',t :'. J ict · ~on :Jons .fro=' 
i1 :-t i n , Tm::: ·,p, , iG hold i~ '" • e 
CTC'l'T thi s fron a J'l ~1 ;..rbo;r rictv.rn f 
:.. ,.,,, Til~~t ~ Or.1.f' Cl otJ1cs 011 J1c r • r .1 ~ I 

ot~:?.0rc c..roun him PX<?: i1r:vc Vr. :- · 
Dr r.i r, .'.l I'crr:o .1;; , 
;}l•::lin , John ;;~·.l <· 

<::!1:.wh 

Lr;. . r~r ::..c10J:IG , ~b 
i , r.t·n :: <:lf, r ,-;,'.'f 

GI --o:.·: :s ".rr. o 20e r i Y~ ':h:· l .::; t h_ '-c-:c1in . 
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My Vietnam mustache . 

\ re~ta~ive passport picture 
(never used it) 

Kathy's passport picture 

. ~ . , . ? 
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Wrist band from hospital in Japan , 
---Camp Drake---

J . 
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DIARY OF AN NV A SOLDIER 

His riame was Chau Giang. He was a North Vietnamese 
soldier who had journeyed through Laos and 

Cambodia into South Vietnam and finally to the edge of 
Saigon. 'There he was killed. 

On his body was found a diary kept from March 4 to 
May 10, 1968. From the diary it is known that this soldier 
was very young and an enlisted man draned about a year 
before he died. 

In this personal account, Giang revealed feelings com­
mon to all men in war: his fear that in his first fight he 
might be a coward; his desire to avenge the deaths of his 
comrades; his thoughts of a happier past; his longing to 
return to his homeland; his belief in the righteousness of 
his cau~e; and his hope for ultimate victory. 

For Giang, each day was a day of uncertainty, a day 
of hoping the B-52s and artillery would not strike, a d<1.y 
of hiding from helicopters, a day of seeking water, a day 
of cowering in bunkers (for all traveling was done at 
night) and, most important, a day of trying to stay alive. 

Following are highlights from the diary. -
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March 4 
Today, after many duys o f hesita tion , 
I decided to write my diary .... For six 
mont hs, I moved from North Vietnam 
through the friendly territ o ry to here 
for the struggle. I have walked, climbed , 
swum ... a nd now the day of prepa r­
ing for combat is forthcoming. I ha ve 
thought much about living and dea th . 
Jn combat l may die, but how to die 
deservingly? Since my childhood I have 
been trained for nine years, but now I 
feel I am a coward . . .. 

March 6 
I slept a ll day; my shoulders and thighs 
are hurt. I am hungry but hardly touch 
dinner because I am too tired .... 

March 7 
This morning I woke up la te. I walked 
out hurriedly from the bunkers to ca ll 
some men going to cook the rice for our 
meal s. In the morning, the planes and 
helicopters a lways fly over ou r camp. 
Perhaps they will fire on our location . In 
the afternoon the L-19 aircraft and 
helicopters fly very low to drop the 
bombs a nd fire heavy machine guns 
near our location . 

March 8 
... All day long I stay in the bunker, 
so bored . It is better to go to the battle­
field. Stay ing here we can be killed by 
bombs of Americans. It is too bad to 
die like that. 

March 9 
.. . I aga in dream of M H [name in 
short for a girl]. Six months pass, but 
I always keep the picture of MH in 

my mind . I ca nn o t forget M H. On 
March 8 of las t yea r I was very merry 
at my sc hoo l. I am missing my fri ends, 
my school. ... I have borrowed the 
book Co111i11K Back in the Clorio1i1· 
Vic tory from the Terrible Ball/es. The 
aut ho r of this book is Nguyen Due 
Thua n. The book is so interesting that 
I read fascinatedly and forgot to go to 
wash . I shall wash tomorrow. 

March JO 
When I read the book of Nguyen Due 
Thuan I thought that I am as bad as D, 
a person in the book. He is afraid of the 
hard struggle and a coward. He wants 
only an easy and happy life .. .. Mom 
and Dad I am missing you so much and 
wishing to see you a moment , only a 
moment and my heart can be filled with 
happiness. · . .. Today, the B-52s drop 
bombs near our location . I have just 
washed. It makes me feel better. 

March 11 
This afternoon, some friends and I went 
to take the sugarcanes . .This is the first 
time I have gone to the sugarcane field. 
On the road I thought of long and high 
sugarcanes, but the reality is contrary. 
There a re only the small sugarcanes 
beca use nobody cares for the sugar 
fields . ... In the evening, many airplanes 
fly over our heads. Perhaps the B-52 
bombers will fly here to drop the bombs. 

March 12 
All day long we are worried . In the 
a larm situation we can' t leave the 
bunkers. We are always ready to fight 
and waiting for the dropping of bombs. 
We receive the operation order and 

,,,.,, 

prepa re hurriedly to go to the battle. 
But it is eveni ng, and we are still in 
here . 

March 14 
On the road to buy vegetables I had to 
stop many times to hide because some 
old ladies [N V A term for L-19 air­
craft ) always fly over our heads . ... 
It took a long time to buy seven kilo­
grams of vegetables . . .. l slept the rest 
of the day. Today our company killed 
a cow for food. It made a very delicious 
meal. I have spent 14 days here . 

March 15 
I am reading some stories in the book 
The Last Forrificatio11 . The book js not 
much good, but I can get the experiences 
from it. It is a kind of remembering 

·. book. I compare our present situation 
with the missions of the heroes in the 
last anti-French struggle. I think the 
most important is bravery on the 
battlefield. I am always a fraid of, and 
preparing for, the first battle of my life 
in South Vietnam. 

9 
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March 17 
, We moved all the afternoon of March 

16. Alas! After one month of not walk­
ing, today I can walk no more, 1 feel 
too tired and sick. All the company is 
in the same situation with me. Jn this 
time we wish an old lady or helicopter 
to fly over our heads so we can get some 
minutes for concealment and rest. Our 
great hope is seeing a river .... Walk 
and walk, then at last we hear the news 
we must return to the last location . How 
bored we are! Return! Our bodies are 
hurt and tired. But we must try to walk 
because we cannot stay here to make 
good targets for the helicopters of the 
enemy. 

March 18 
... The battalion will go back to the 
camp at once because it is very danger­
ous to stay here without bunkers; dawn 
is near! ... Water! How fast the news 
of water runs. About 30 meters from 
the roadside we see ·a small well. How 

· delicious the water is. We drink, drink, 
drink, fill our bellies. 

March 19 
... Now I feel how lovely my parents 
are. I ask myself can I go back to North 

10 

Vietnam to live and help them in their 
old age. 

March 20 
... I have heard some news abo ut my 
friends who were wounded in action. I 
hope that I sha ll not be wounded in my 
first battle in South Vietnam. 

March 25 
... The ~it ua tion is grave. The enemy 
is about one hour from us. 1 want them 
to come here to fight. I am ready and 
wait for them. I want to try fighting the 
Uncle Soldiers .... 

March 28 
Now I have been in the Army for one 
year. Three hundred and sixty-five days 
ago, I was still a student with the dream 
of becoming a soldier. March 27, 1967, 
I received the drafting order for joining 
the Army. I had to reject my friends, 
books and pens to take the gun for 
fighting to live. 

March 30 
I had decided to reject sentimentality, 
but that is very difficult. The souveniers 
of memories rise up within me .... At 
night, I often dream of going back to 
North Vietnam and see my brothers, 
my parents and my friends. 

March 3J 
.. . I have a cough, and that is very 
dangerous for concealed movement . 
March is almost over and April is 
nearly come. 

April JO 
In the afternoon, I went to the village 
to buy food and meet Lien, the girl of 
the South I met some days before. I 
like to talk to her because she is very 
merry, truthful and lovely. Perhaps Lien 
doesn't know my true age. Really my 
age is the same as the age of Lien 's 
younger brother. I told her a lie that my 
age is two years older than my true age. 
My dear girl friend! Maybe h.ere is our 

Jast meeting. Each of us will continue 
our separate way. I will never forget 

yo u .... 1 sha ll always keep your pic­
ture in my mind. 

April 14 
... The company leader tells us to throw 
away the heavy things such as books, 
writing pads .... No, I never throw 
this diary away . ... If it is too heavy 
I can throw the. rice away, but not my 
diary because it's my intimate friend .... 
When night fell, we reached a location ~ .. '. 
to rest temporarily. I suddenly received I 
an order to bury a body. When we took i)· 
the shovels and walked along the path, 
we smelled a strong sti·nk from a body 
dead about one month. How terrible it 
is! This is the first time I had to bury a 
body. We buried it at once. Fortunately, 
Thuy stood up and helped us. We put 
the ground on that body. I can ' t sleep 
because tha t terrible image is heavy on · 
my mind. 

April J5 
The operation starts at 6 o'clock. We 
must pass a river, and I see the land­
scape is the same as my country in 
North Vietnam. The fields of South ~ 
Vietnam a re very fertile. We must pass 

1 
the muddy fields and stop to rest near ( 
the break of day. I see the houses, 
children playing merrily, the villages, 
the peasants going to the field .... 
H ow merry the spectacles are! 

April 23 
After over one week of operation, 
today we came back to the former camp, 
and now I can write my diary. In the 
last week 1 have met inany miseries and 
hardships .. .. After one week of en­
durance, we are much older than before. , 
One week of sorrow, lack of food and 
sleep. I had walked from the North to { 
here, but I never knew more hardships 
than when we passed muddy fields. The 
howi tzers of the enemy fired all night, . ;~ 
but fortunately no man of ours was 
wounded. The enemy seemed to know .'Z' i 
about our moving, and they organized ~,, 
many operations to prevent us . ... At ···j.-1 
night I stepped on a piece of shrapnel ._~. 
of a howitzer shell. It caused a long 
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wound in my foot ; my blood flowed out. 
I was very hurt, but I tried with all my 
heart to walk with the unit across the 
muddy fields. 

April 25 
... I think much about the wound and 
want to request permission to stay here 
and continue with another group, but 
I am afraid the cadre will not agree and 
criticize me for cowardice. Especially l 
cannot stay here alone. 

April 27 
Today, we cooked rice for our only 
meal. This morning, the jets bombarded 
so near us that the shrapnel dropped on 
our area. We are so sleepy, but we 
can't sleep with the soun'ds of bombs, 
shells and planes .... rm afraid that 
I don't have enough strength to endure. 
The conference between us and the 
Americans is arranged; so both of us are 
trying to fight, and the ' s ituation is 
becoming more and more complex. 

May I 
This day in last year, my friends and 
I were having the Tet Lao Dong [Labor 
Day] in Thom Bae and Thanh Tan 
[names of villages in North Vietnam], 
and now I am in the jungles to prepare 
the equipment for our operations for 

( 

the next General Attack .. .. If! survive, 
I shall again see my dea r North Vietnam, 
my friends, my parents, my brothers, 
my sisters. How hap py I sha ll be on 
that day!! 

May 2 
I thought that only our unit was in the 
operation, but when we came here we 
met many other units. I see our forces 
are very strong. For two nights the 
Phao [NVA term for arti llery) of the 
enemy fired to prevent our advance and · 
create an important obstacle to us. At 
night on May I, one man in my squad 
was wounded by the shrapnel of a shell. 
The other friendly units are also dam­
aged severely . .. . So many are the 
soldiers; we don't have enough bunkers 
to conceal everyone. 

May 4 
In the morning, when I was sleeping, 
I suddenly awoke to the so unds of shells; 
I think that the concealed place of our 
unit is discovered by the enemy. The 
howitzers fire continuously. Planes and 
helicopters fired violently. If they fire 
in this area. perhaps I will be killed . . .. 
Perhaps we shall spend half a month to 
walk to Saigo n. 

May6 
Last night, when we started the opera­
tion I heard that our forces have begun 
to attack Saigon. We are very glad and 
try to walk faster to participate in the 
battle. But when we crossed a road, 
the enemy fired flares and helicopters 
came to fire and launch the rockets. We 
had to separate to hide, so most of us 
lost our way and our unit. ·.·. 

May 7 
... Perhaps: tonight we shall reach Tan 
Son Nhut. We don't know where our 
principal unit is. We remain over one 
platoon. 

May8 
There are many mosquitoes here, so 
sleep is difficult. ... The helicopters 
always fire near our area .... Some­
times I have a stomachache. I think we 

have many diseases from lack of food. 
... In the evening we met our principal 
unit; simultaneously we heard the news 
about the deaths of some friends! Alas! 
How easily they died. Our unit was 
attacked by the enemy's howitzers. All 
night long we walk to a new location. 

May JO 
Today, there is. nothing to do . In the 
morning I had a deep sleep. I had a 
delicious meal with fish. For days we 
have had only cooked rice and salt for 
our meals. I always think of Khoi , Luc 
... my friends who have died. Dear 
Khoi , Luc ... I shall take blood revenge 
for you. In the afternoon, there were 
some changes in the unit. Hong and I 
became the messengers of the company. 
To me every mission is good. I shall try 
to do my missions perfectly, and I will 
take revenge at any ·cost for my friends 
who. were· killed on May 8. Blood for 
blood! D o not forget! This revenge will 
be taken . 

Art by SP4 R1chord W . McDowell 
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NGu'dI THu'ONG BINI-I CONG SAN 
NAY BA MAY MA'N Bu'Oc QLVNCH 
VA BONG MINH CUUCHUA I<fP TI-IOI. 

LONG NHA~ e~o 
~ - -PHAI auoc BAT TREN . . 

TRACH NHl~M CHf HUY 
V6i phudng ti~n tlti thudng nhanh chong 

bang may bay trl;Jc thang va nhilng b~nh vii)n 
tcl'i tan, QLVNCH va Bong Minh da ctiu song 
9:J% chien sib~ thtldng b chieh trudng khong 
phan bi~t b\J-n hay thu . 

Trong qua khi'.t, ra't nhieu thudng binh 
C9ng Sanda duqc c<tu sO'ng vi QLVNCH v~ 
Bong Minh co day du phudng ti<Jn y khoa toi 
tan. 

Tuy la m(lt thu trubng nhung vi long 
nhan d~o, b~n nen de' cho nhilng thuong binh 
n~ng co m(lt co hQi may ma'n la duqc QLVNCH 
va eo'ng minh c uu chi:Ja cung nhu nhieu th tldng 
binh C(lng San khac da duqc cuu chua nhtl vf!,y. 

lJ.nfe;/cl 
fa 

read 

Qoo 
m9-ngV1 ~#./ 
qua thieu tJhon:~ ----:--__ 
Cac b <il-n co the" hubng . 
phudng ti~n thuoc ·m en day 
d ? _, / b 

u, neu cac ?-Il: 2W> - - ' VIET NAM CONG HOA 
• • 

Trir vif vai chiilh nghia 

l 

"" MOT Cu'U , . :,, ........ 

CAN BINH BACVIET ,,,., ,,... , ,,: 
KET HON VOi MOT 

~ , A' • 
CO GAi MIEN NAM 

Anh Tran Quang Huan, mot ctlu 
can binh Bae Vi~t h6i ~ha~h 
dang chl}p chung vdi ngudi vc:) 

mien Nam, co Cao thi Chau 
V g chong a n h Huan ~ong t'il-.i 
m<?t xa do tren 100 h6i chanh 
vien Ba'c Vi~t thanh l~p. H9 
hi~n gib la cong dan voi day du 
quyen tlj do t <jti mien Nam Viet 
Nam. H~ll 

te...111 ! . ..... 

,,,,,. ...... .........~ 

CAN BO CHIEN ST 
TRONG .. HANG NGU 

CQNG SAN 
Chinh sach di tan thttdng binh 

~n, du c6 dtt9c chap hanh 
inh ciing (t c6 hy v9ng c{tu 
g chien sib! thttdng n?-ng 

n thieu phudng ti~n y te'. 
ong khi do QLVNCH va 

; . inh da dung may bay true 
'di tlm thudng binh nen chi 

t sau, thttong binh da dude 
.- C1i b~nh vi~n gan nha't. vi v~y 
ma kha nhieu binh si C/?ng San b! 
thudng n?.ng a chien trttong da dude 
QL VNC H va Bong Minh cuu song. 

' , 
NHO TAI THu'dNG NHANH 

,,,, - ..... ., 
CHONG, BINH SI CONG SAN 
NAY BA Bu'dc cuu SONG . . 
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Dear Civilin.nfl , Fricnils , Dr nf t Dod[;'C-.r· , N1d othe r tr- .ror l "l. 11 .t co:_nlc : 

In the v er:r ner>.::::- .ft1tiu·p the und rsi ~i.cr1 will once no b0 bncl on t e hlock dr-
hvdrn.tccl ~r'l f0r.ior-:-.liz00 , :::.1 l ;;1ffrrin"" .fron c . .n n.c1tf' nervo 1s con 'ition t r i t;{"cred 
e~sneci[l.11,r a t the s o,_ 111 o±' l oud noi~es , t o t d::e hi s p l .'.1.C ~~;c.ir. o.s ;i unn.r.. bcinr, 

\> i th the well l~no·.rn forr.i.s of fre e' on :md justice for o.11, r•.:1d to crl{;2.{';e i n life , 
liberty and t hr: !" Oracwh c.:t d c l nycd p1.u·sui t of h o.. ):nincss . I:c m:-i.l:in,.,. ~ronr ;jo•r0w> 
nrenr.rations to -rclconc hir.i b r-.c ~ into 0 c·c,nizcc1 r;oci. ct~r ' ' ·ou nir:ht t o.J:c c e . tr.in 
~te;s to m::tke ~dl m-1:::.nces for the crude emriron-ncnt uhich ho.G been his lot for t 1i_ c 
p a st twelve month::; . In ot!1cr iTO::'( s , he mir-)1t be [~ littl e 1·.si;::.tic fron tho v ::.0t n:.:...rio s ­
~tis .:i.nd should be h r . r1 l 'J0 u:i..th C.'l.re . :!Jo n ot b e r.. l :0.rr:iec1 i:'.' h r in infP.ct c 11 1· 1 i~;h :-J. l 
forms of re.re tropico.l dinc2.scs . li ttl c tine in th . 111 "..'!r°'. of the Bi l"" i -

11 
'rill C1~rc 

this r:i::-.l acly . 

~hcreforc , show n o clnrro if at menl time he n.sks for :nl o.stic forlrn , eat ;; ui t!l .in 
fin."ers w 1en the fork brcnks , o..nd o.l w2< s prefers canned fruit in pref ere 1cc tc c t\'"S 
for breal:fast . Nev er su ggest thc:t he hel p with the di:::hes c.f tcr t he r.1ec.l nnl c:s3 ;rou 
have no ob ject ions to y our chin::i. beinr; ml.Shed in the en.rbe.~e C :'..n ui th a. toilet hn: sh . 

:'.:is ]18:!'.'SOru..",l ho.bi ts will ~USO r eriuir e a l ittl e undcr stn.ndir.r; 0::-1 :VOUr pn.r i; . • C p:'.tient 
whi l e he once :::.(;-o.in lcr'..rn;.:; to f l ush the toi l et . Hnv c pl enty of burn ointi:\e;1t on .r:nc1 
for i::-1':1.EY ic.t9 1...We ::-.ftcr he h~:.s tr:.J ~ c 1 c. shouc.r . . .ft r: r n.11 , :i.e 1 s conpl etcl;r n:::.r~ :cr1 out 
of his mindthc c:d:::;tt.:nce o hot uat er . I:1 f '1.ct , incl o m:.' ~ · :1awcrs r .. a-:-r b0 c. l i ttl<' !-:r'.~:'' 
to h i s ncl.lo:t;• , so -t:;:r to sup::-0ss vm'r c•1br'..rr,.,.f:Sr:l0!:+. if h e ri ii:::::..·ohes , izr:1.bs c. b::::r of 
so2u , a!'!d rt.F1:; 011tGir1e c0Dpl0tel " n:nc10 11l1e n it rr.:i.n.s . 

B;r tl l mr>nn;: i r:n or c !1in vocn'hul [' :r;r . 
!1e t'"' .. d for ~he c..::P , b11t T.:.1t J1er rt1s J1 t o 

1 ;)10n h e r.1U."ll)l0:-; GO~'et~1int: c.bout C.1101) ChO'l , d O!': 1 t 
·t; J1c l · ·i · .. cl1e,.., ~ ..... rl bc,,.i·~ ..... .,.. c-)r· ~J· "~" ~''0" (~ rlc " l .. .... u . ~ - - "" -»-- .. ~- - .. . _µ ... ~ ~ '' • .l.. · - .. t· ·~ !. •. (... .. . , _ .. __ , . 

'.::' .. e co:mt c.r:t ~~c :n ntiti o~1 of t he JJh.r 1c.sc , 11r.1_1 .. t 1 s :::. noc;~tivc o:t th: ~ -::; , -" d oc sn ' t ir::hc:--.'cc 
~~- dee_ seeded 7ls: -c ~1olo r:~c~l ri .. 1..:1.ifr;nt :'.~i or:~ of r:e .r:r::t i,ri3: ~~ . ; e 1 s r:1orcl~ .. t c llin .. ,.,. ;.ro1i. 
11

:10 thc.i~: ;,ro11 , : i or "I 1:1 norr:.", th~t 1 :-:: not c orr1:ct . 11 . ~nd if h e con-:::i:J.U0.S to s Gc::i t o 
t:ii. _2: t !1c..t c·vcr;rt l1 i11t', i G ~ "f~o~er ," __ c 1' ....... sr~ ' t cor~r["~cted :irtr visio ..... ~t dise.'"'..sc . ~·:c • 3 
sil:,Jl~ C£rcc.in.j 1ii t~1 :1·

7 0 J.2' str1.tc:-1c1:.t . If !1c 11tt c r :-; us i:1 l oi" 6 011 't \-Tori;.; . It !1:~z ~: .. ;­
s ol· t e l :r not~ ::..1i.r· -~ o r 0 '\ .'i t~1 s i;L.1.inr; . ·_ ~1[1 r~r: re:::- r' e r;" hin t l1c ~1rivilccc of ri:o·i.n..r• t o ~;Ji. 12 

l e.tri:r:.e (lK.:.throon. . Yon v c :r:r u r:ll r.1ir·:1t !1:·.v e '~ h i r: n e s s o:' ~.-our h:!.DC! o:'.'.' Door . 

:~ever e..s ~ : ~'~~ .... - t .l1r' J o :~e s ' :-:o:: hcl ,.~ c:. ~ 1 i r:·:r:r ~: :.:r.l~ t h:-.2-: J1c c1 · r:. ·i..v oi d t ~1r; \.'ords 11 c::t r,nc"":_" 
2..J. "i~co~1in,.... . 11 '!.1 ~ . .. r to cl j_r_li1r-.... t c~ ~ -~~ :.r_:c~1 .n:-.cc cn c.s ~Of1Cib lG fro11 ;ro1r ~!'t\r<l r·o:..,c , i:,,:"'d 
nevc::.."', n0\r ·- r , ,. ,~r..T' r~ ~t::-a, .. J1~t ; .r:~ j_ lc ·. ; o_~:i j1 ,. . i!'l_:rc1l:r r~e~~c .<' !: . !)or:. ' t c..c~l: c-~ iJ. E.!C°ti '_i}l 2 i :'!"'') J1 

t ::erc i s :-;,, no-':; ico.:-.bl c 1 :-.ck o.f UJ1dCrl·TC t'..~' i ::. hi:.-; a irt: · l 'T!X r" . i'. nc.1 1-:::-:::.ciol..:ll" c o::'.';C:-'.t 
·co :pull ~·0:1r tn.':' ~ .-:.t . ~:rr1 , to .~o on ~Jolicc c :-~11 , :-..nc' .. 11cl ?J Fi°c~1 the sc~11db t.~(;t,i. .,.,. of.' th0 
t:t:-=:: r-J:c; . 

__ Qovc , c.11, l:co:.: i 11 ~.:1~1 t 'l·.:t l1c:1ec:.~~l1 J..;~ 1 .. , J.; t ;.1 ~r1c : ~~ -d~Llt-;r:-crl c::to::-io7 i s ~ 11e:--... 1~~ of r.olc! . 
-:::' rcc.t ~1.i :.-: 1l:i_ t ;~ l:i:1J :1cnc , tol e rc..::J.co , <:..nd r•.r! occ:::.sior<1.l fifth of liri or , ;•.nc ~,·01 i!ill be 
o.":::le to :!'.'e!1:'.bili. t<::.tc ·~:1~ -.t u!:ic.1 o 1cc u c..c c. ho.~Jpy., .. ,r,o-luc1:y CLY t. ~_ t L m.: once .:nmr .:mc1 
_ov ed . 

o.st , but no t lc''.f't , scnc'! no T" OT O ::1.:.-.il t o t' _c? .\::r'O, fill t J:c r <:fri,r;c:'.'. J~ o~~ uith b oc!:.· , 
[:et t~1 0 Ci Vi e ::; 0' t of !".~ oi:hhc..lls, fill JC1'tC C''.r -.ri t~l {; C.f; , ;~1d t;'~e the '\T0!.1Cl1 Q..'1cl c::il•'. r cn 
o::f t l1e: ctrc0.:c s ... ..........• ~: !'"; -~-~~r~ r, 1; ~ ~rIT) I S C01 'I1T~r F.01 V": ! l 
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rn to Walk _t o R ri~~t : 
· -~11 , ').?·'?th , .?.n.rl ~'>0-1;!1 

- -· ·--- -

Y' . .td f~om a C.hi nooL, E'nc) 
leu nrca to condu c t :::. 
:0;- i YJ- f or c P. J!l.i rwi o:l ~ to 
r.i t i·o. , or ::; one ot her 
r.icnt . 
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1 "C b II - • . 
, _ o r a , more cor:n-1 01'.l.ly known a s o. 
~n:Jrn , 1l0rlrn out here , a s he "Comes 
in Hot ! 11 

eunnl1i~ f :i_rc:n r..s 
:-.not.her s.hi }) cl ocs t h e =><l."10 -- the;;r e r r: 
rr ~ __ j_n ,i J1 ,,. t l1c 

-· -------- --- ---- ------ - - - - ---: 

Action Army 
- - .. -- -·- ---

... 

.. . 

I ,. . · ~-

Tn ~· - "' Cr>,v P.n :infr"nb.·~r cori1111J1 ~r floPr:n 1 t hnv e to i·!<tJ.k to P. f'i'"".h t; 
-'- h "''· ' r.~ fln•.:n t here, corrrpl i.I;lents of' th-2 .":7-1;1"! , 0?.otli , o.nr'! ??Qth 
.\ "T\ri !"i i: ; (11"' 1'q1i +. F; • 

\ lld f' II f -

L oor gunner' on :.'. Huey slick . !-Ie 
provic1 es suppresoivc f i r e , r efue l s 
the shi p , and hcl !m mc..i.nt~'1-in i t to 
=>oT'le d~crce . 

. urr-:.-:rn "H11c~r " b'" in "'r. ls t Crw . 
'-~k t .oon0rs on c omb:>. t r->.s sn1 1 .J.. • 

- ---- -· 

from a Chinook, and 
:.i.ove into r'. nc · urea to conduc t o. 
rcco: m:).i ::; :::;::.nce- i~i- forcc niPsion; to 
s cnrch 2-nd destroy , or a one other 
tactical -movement . 
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!, . SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) - ~ 
. ·§ ~'Houston .· . ..- Tranquillity Base here. The§ 
~ agle · has~ landed." . . Those -were the first ~ 

. ~words from ihe lunar shrface, from command°§ 
.'.§pilot Neil Armstrong after the touchdown on§ 

· ~ tlie moon. · = . =) J .. ..n. ,)' I J ) -
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AN AUTHOllZID UNOf;ICIAl PUlllCATION 
FOi THl_u.s. AllMID fOICIS Of THI PACIFIC <;OMMAND 

Vol. 25, No. 202 

lPES 
I• Tuesday, July 22, 1969 

EDWIN E. ALDRIN JR. 

SEA O_F TRANQUILLITY I 
The Moon (AP)-Man landed 
and walked on the moon 
Sund.ay, July 20, 1969. 

Two Americans, Neil A. 
Armstrong and Edwin E. Al­
drin Jr., 240,000 miles from 
their home on the planet 
Earth, settled to a dusty land­
ing on the moon's alien soil 
at 4: 18 p.m. EDT and some 
six hours later Armstrong 

Related stories on Page 2 

made th~ first footprint 
that strange globe. . 

· . In a bulky suit that gave 
him . the life-sustaining en­

. vironment of his planet, 
: Armstrong climbed labori­

.. :· ously down the nine steps on 
a lladder at the side of his 

·• spaceship. 
Armstrong's first words 

on the moon were: 
"That's one small step for 

m·an. One giant leap for 
mankind". 

Aldrin, his companion O'! 
this trek of history, waited 
inside · the ship Eagle to , 

(Continued on Back Page, Col. I) 
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· , " .. · .. And where is the prince who could so afford to '· 
cover his country with troops for its defense as that 
10,000 men descending from the clouds might not in 

:.many places do an infinite deal of mischief before a 
force could be brought together to repel them ? " 

· ·., , ~ · ' . BENJAMIN FRANKLIN . 
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Moving 

TROOPERS.HEADED FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA WAIT IT · OUT AT TERMINAL. 

: LEAVING, ALL YOU CAN DO .IS . WAVf FARE~E~~ · AN~ , MAYBE: .SH.E~)~ · FEW .1EARS.: .. 

Experience 

AN OPEN SUITCASE MAKES A COMFORTABLE COUCH. 



fHERE'S NOT MUCH TO DO BUT SLEEP OR MEDITATE-WHeN THE PLANE .GOES YOU HAVE TO BE THERE. . ' 

Yokot~ 
S&S Photos By pH(. , RALPH C IAYNE 

A Id . t h . II hi . hands at a pa so 1er s ares ypnot1c' y, c n I' • ' • 
of white on the red tile floct. The r'ttern IS Pc;1rt1~lly 
>eured by dust that only ho 1rs befor was mud clinging 
Gl 's jungle boots in Vietn•m . 

This soldier is typicci of hi~dreds of servicemen--s 
of them w ifh ·their fam;les_, no can be fou?d at a~y 
of the day-or night-..·waw•g for space ·available fhgh 
Yokota Air Terminql just north of Tokyo. . 

Reading, sler.{ng wri!ing le!t.ers or play!ng cardi 
some ways to IV' ti,,.e while waiting for a fhght . . 

They may} ait a few hours or days . Three :days 
gone by witlYut a person leaving. Another day, a!' 
space avaitr'le passengers have boarded the same air 

With/ II the waiting, Yokota's two pqssenger term 
are an~ing but inefficient, having moved as man 
120,00p persons per month. . . 

I 

THINKING ABOUT FRIENDS LEFT BEHIND. 

' EVENTUALLY THE WAIT ENDS, AND . PASSENGE.Rs· Fi°LE· ABOARD A DCS FOR THE fLIGHT OUT TO THEIR BASE. • ' · ' WITH A LOVED •ONE LE~ ,. 
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No n1an is an Iland, intire of it 
self e ; every man is a peece of 
the Continent, a part of the maine ; 
if a Clod bee washed away by the 
Sea, Europe is the lesse, as well as 
if a Promontorie were, . as well as 
if a Mannor of thy friends or of 
thine owne were; any mans death · 
diminishes me, because I an1 in­
volved in Mankinde; And therefore 
never send to. know for whom the 
bell tolls ; It tolls for thee. 

JOHN DONNE 1624 

- :\T - ·~ 
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VIETNAMIZATION 
.Will Nixon's Plan Work1 

. - --- - - . -- - ---

Looking into the future: U.S. commander General Abrams inspects a detachment of South Vietnamese troops 

VIETNAMIZATION: WILL IT WORK? 
Once again, it is T et in South Vie tnam, 

and in the bustling sidewalk market 
stalls, potted kumquat trees-the ancient 
tokens of good luck- are selling at a brisk 
pace as are plastic toy guns. The Year of 
the Dog begins this week, and along wi th 
the tradition al lotus tea, candied fruits 
and p lum wine, a custom of more recen t 
vin tage is much in evidence: the people 
of South Vietnam and their U.S . allies 
are nervously waiting to learn whether 
the Communists will try to repeat the 
stunning Tet offensive of 1968. 

l3ut what a difference two years have 
made. While it is conceivable that the 
enemy may try to start some thing in this 
lu nar New Year season, there is everv 
sign tha t the Viet Cong and their North 
Vie tnam ese comrades have gone to 
ea rth . licking the deep wounds they sus­
ta i11Z·d since their high-water mark two 
years ago. For Americans, the war in 
Vie tnam has come to mean fewer casual­
ties, a stead y withdrawal of U.S . troops 
and ' a gradua l shift of the battlefield 
burden to the arm ed forces of South 
Vietnam. In one as ton ishing year, Riel1-
ard Nixon has taken the war off the 
front page and tucked it into thP hack 
of most American minds . . Alt hough 
there st ill are man y. doubting T nomases , 
the President has convinced most of his 
countrymen that , through a program 
tac tfully described as "\'ietn amiza tion," 
he int ends to liquidate his nation's mos t 
pressing problem:._even in the total ab-

. ' 
N•·wsw1•ck, Fch ruary 9, 1970 

sence of progress at the Paris peace ta lks. 
The question is: will Vietnamization 

work? Certain ly the President and his 
advisers think so, and a t his news confer­
ence last week, Mr. Nixon insisted tha t 
the process is "irreversible." 13ut even 
the most sanguine of Administration offi­
cials would ·be quick to concede that, so 
far, only the relatively ea.sy part of the 
job has been don e. Las t week, when 
3,000 U.S . marines boarded homebound 
transport ships~ the Administration's 
"third slice" w ithdrawal officially began. 
W hen it is completed in mid-Apri l, U.S. 
troop stre\1gth in Vietnam will be down 
to its I0\"7est level in more than two 
years. A f~w months from now, however, 
the PresidFnt will begin to cut peri lously 
close to the bone, and as he tries to cal­
culate ho~v many more troops can he 
spared from the fighting, he will he 
haun ted by a host of imponderables . 

i 

T he Anny of the Republic of Vie tnam 
(A H\/: ) is one of them. The AR\ 'N 

is unquestionabl y bigger and probably 
be tter than it has ever been. But it is still 
largely untes ted, and until it faces the 
enemy on its own , its report card must 
remain a blank. South \'ie tn a111ese Presi­
d1•nt Nguyen Van Thieu has also been 
measurably strengthened, hut he and 
his frac tious countrvmcn-who arc in thf' 
µ;rips of a profound. social revolution-are 
hardly twin pillars for anyone to lea n rn1. 

And although, as American generals like 
to say, the Communists are "hurting," too 
little is known of thei r intentions and 
capabilities to draw much comfort from 
their present disengagement. "The 
enemy," warns one U.S. policymaker, 
"has it in his power to knock Vietnamiza­
tion into a cocked hat bv noon to1norrow." 

If that should happen, it could .well 
maim .\I r. Nixon's en tire foreign policy. 
for \ 'ietnam ization is the kevs tone of 
what has come to be known as ·the .1\ ixon 
Doctrine. "Simply put, the Nixon Doc­
trin e rejects the idea of our being a world 
policeman, rushing in ground troops to 
fight someone else's war." sa~·s a highl v 
placed Defense Department official. 
" It also rejects 'Fortress America' isola­
tionism. lt is the middle course of provid­
ing a nuclear shield against big-power 
aggression and offering our allies military 
advice and supp lies where needed. But 
the local people have to provide the 
n .. 1anpower to defend themselves." Should 
\ ' ietnamizatio11 fail , it will presen t .\1r. 
:\'ixon with an agonizing choice: to re­
esealate the conflict, thereby re\·iving 
the bitte r domestic discord over Viet ­
nam. or to become the first President in 
American historv to nakedlv lose a war. 

It goes witho~1t saying th.at :t\ lr. :\'ixon 
\\·ants to aH>id painting himself into such 
a corner. and his Administration has 
drawn up a flexible but non ethele.ss ur­
gent time table. In his Pentagon office, 
Secretarv of D efense .\! eh-in Laird hops 

l;; 



out of a maple captain's chair, strides to 
a table and picks up a top-secret chart 
labeled "Visual Conceptual Overview." 
Making sure that his visitor is too far 
away to read the fine print, Laird re­
marks laconically, "It goes to 1973." 

If things go according to Laird's plan, 
the Vietnamization program will be ·car­
ried out in three phases: ( 1) the re­
moval of U.S. forces from ground combat 
responsibilities, ( 2) the gradual disen­
gagement from air, artillery and logistical 
support and ( 3) the assignment of the 
remaining U.S. forces to a purely ad­
visory role. By the end of this year, re-

. ports NEWSWEEK Pentagon correspond­
ent Lloyd Norman, the Administration 
hopes to have withdrawn some 250,000 
to 300,000 troops. E ventually, the U.S. 
presence will be pared down to be tween 
20,000 and 30,000 men. During the final 
transition period, U.S. air squadrons and 
support units will retain bases at Saigon's 
Tan Son Nhut airfield, and a t Bien Hoa, 
Qui Nhon, Da Nang and Chu Lai. The 
las t American combat unit to leave will 
be the First Air Cavalry Division which, 
with its 400 helicopters, will serve as 
a securi ty force to protect the support 
troops . 

So far , however, Laird has not been en­
tirely successful in spreading the 

word on Vietnamiza tion, for many Ameri­
can military and civilian offi cials in Viet­
nam still do not believe that Washington 
intends to wrap up the U.S. role in the 
war at such an early date. In their view, 
has te spells disaster, and many still as­
sume that 200,000 or more Cl's will have 
to remain in Vietnam for several years. 
Thus, when Laird travels to South Viet­
nam next week, he will have a double 
mission : to check up on progress and to 
do some prosel ytizing among his own 
subordinates. 
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Gearino- up: ARVN soldiers practice assauhs from a wrecked 
U.S. helicopter and learn to handle the M-60 machine gun 

The Secre tary of Defense will un­
doubtedly be presented with ample evi­
dence to show that the military side of 
Vietnamization is proceeding nicely. The 
ARVN has been expanded to nearly 
400,000 men, armed with many of the 
latest U.S. weapons. Some of its divisions 
have achieved a respectable level of 
efficiency. Under constant American 
prodding, the officer corps is gradually 
becoming more aggressive and effective. 
"In another six months," vows one senior 
U.S. general, "the ARVN junior officers 
are either going to be dead, wounded , 
fired or experienced." 

Other branches of the South Vietnam­
ese armed forces have also made consid­
erable strides. The 33,000-man navy is 
perhaps the furthest along, for through 
the use of mixed Vietn amese-American 
crews, it has long been a prototype of 
Vietnamization. By this summer, the U.S. 
Navy will have turned over all of its 500 
gunboats to the South Vietnamese 
"brown-water navy" patrolling the inland 
waterways. "I keep waiting for them to 
turn the gunboats into water taxis," says 
an American, "but so far it hasn't hap­
pened ." The South Vietnamese Air Force 
is less Vietnamized, but it too is gearing 
up ; this fiscal year, some 1,200 pilots will 
he undergoing training in the U.S. 

On the assumption that men fight best 
when they are defending their own 
homes, the American commander, Gen. 
Creighton Abrams, is putting his strong­
est emphasis on the South Viellrnmese 
militia, and the effort seems to be paying 
off. The nearly 400,000 members of the 
Regional and Popular Forces have taken 
over much of the security burden at the 
district, village and hamle t level. Behind 
the "Ruff-Puffs" are the most irregular 
of irregulars-the People's Self Defense 
Force, some 3 million ci tizen-soldiers 
who serve as a part-time early-warning 
system for the other branches of the 

a rm ed forces. About 400,000 of these 
men are armed with a motley collection 
of shotguns and World W ar II weapons. 
Altogether, the militia are of varied qual­
itv. In Dinh Dinh Province on the cen tral 
c~as tline, the Popular Forces are valued 
more highly than the t)etter tra ined and 
equipped ARVN, while in Binh Duong 
Province just north of Saigon, only six of 
35 RF companies are considered even 
marginall y effective. "But they don't 
have to be all that good," insists a high­
ranking American. "The VC just have to 
fa ll over them." 

As stumbling blocks, the militiamen 
have contributed to the current success 
of the Saigon governm ent's Accelera ted 
Pacification program. Although statistical 
surveys are notoriously unreliable in 
South Vie tnam, the latest data show that 
92 per cent of . tlw people now live in are­
as considered a t least rela tively secure. 
Jn October 1968, the fi gure was 69.8 per 
cent. And more than 90 per cent of 
South Vietnam's villages and hamlets 
now elected their own offi cials. 

All this is the good news. But the debit 
side of the Vietnamization ledger is 

at least as imposing. For a t their present 
level of development, the South Viet­
namese armed forces still exhibit glaring 
defi ciencies in leadership, morale and 
effectiveness. In all of those categories, 
the showpiece First ARVN Division is 
both an example and a rebuke to its 
sister units. In the grisly battle fo r Ham­
burger Hill last spring, members of the 
division were first to reach the hotlv con­
tested crest. But on the way up, a ·junior 
officer was killed, and the a ttack began 
to stall . Listening in by radio at a com­
mand pos t, one ARVN captain grabbed 
his M-16 rifle and , without any prompt­
ing, charged up the hill to ge t the men 
moving again .. "In an ordinary ARVN 

Newsweek, February ,9, 1970 
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

U.S . A ir Force 

Prize catch: A South Vietnamese pilot dashes to his bomb-lad en 
F-5 fighter; Ruff-Puffs proudly escort three captured Vie t Cong 

division," marveled an American officer, 
"that type of thing would never he done. 
If a general didn't personally get up 
there and order sometiiing to happen, 
nothing would." 

All too often, senior ARVN officers are 
reluctant to act, and this has a disastrous 
effect on the young lieutenan ts and cap­

·tains who have been trained in American 
methods. When Vietnamese graduates 
of the U.S. Army's school a t Fort Ben­
ning, Ga., return home wearing the in­
fantry's "Follow Me" badge, they often 
run into trouble. "You can shout 'follow 
me' in the U.S. Army, but in Vietnam 
you're better off if you say 'I'll follow 
you'," says a young ARVN officer. "If you 
go out and overrun an enemy machine­
gun position singlehanded, you're liable 
to embarrass your superior offi cers. 

. Americans are supposed to do that; Viet­
namese are supposed to survive." 

8 ecause they are in for the duration of 
the war, mos t South Vietnamese 

soldiers work full time at the business of 
survival. Deep in the Mekong Delta not 
long ago, a naive young offi cer from the 
AHVN 21st Division actually yelled "Fol­
low me!" to his men and then, without 
looking back, he charged off through 
scattered small-arms fire toward an ene­
my hunker complex. \ \/hen he got therf' . 
he turned around and discovered that 
he wµs quite alone; his men were still 
huddled back in their trenches. 

The ARYN itself does little to make 
the trooper's lot any easier. The ordinarv 
ARVN famil y lives in a dirt-poor hovel, 
and the head of the household oft en 
must support a wife and several children 
on $25 to $50 a month . T he daily al­
lowance for a soldier's food ra tion does 
not exceed 40 pias ters. That is 27 cents 
at the official exchange rate, or about 10 
cents on the black market, and even a 

Ncw,;wcf'k, Fehr11 i1r~' 9, 1970 

modest food stall in Saigon charges tha t 
much or more for a simple bowl of soup. 
There is scant opportunity for the aver­
age ARVN soldier to increase his wages 
through promotion. And so fa r, the U.S. 
Vietn amization budget contains no funds 
for upgrading these living conditions. 

Small wonder, then, that many ARYN 
soldiers are such proficient pil fe rers. In 
that, they are only emula ting their su­
periors, for corruption and misappropria­
tion are still rampant in the South Viet­
namese officer corps. The commander of 
one ARYN division employs one of his 
precious helicopters to Hy his· wife into 
Saigon to have her hair done. Another 
division commander is using almost a 
company of his men to build himself a 
summer house. At the Thu Due training 
camp outside Saigon, offi cer candidates 
are forced to take up a collection to buy 
food for their superiors. If the recruits 
want 24-hour passes, they must promise 
to scrounge for the officers. One was told 
to bring back two bags of cement, an­
other to round up ten "high class" girls. 
"Why should I risk my life for people 
like that?" asked one outraged recrui t. 
"You feel like you're fight ing for the 
Mafia, not for your country's honor." 

With so much on their minds, many 
South Vietnamese units remain enor­
mously ineffective in combat. In the II 
Corps area of central South Vietn am, a 
regiment from the 22nd ARYN Divis ion 
reported setting 1,800 ambushes during 
the May-July period last year. The un­
enviable score: six ·enemy dead and ten 
AHVN fatalities. The inexorable arit;h­
metic of Vietnamiza tion aggrava tes these 
problems. In the northern I Corps area, 
two and a half AHVN divisions will have 
to defend a region th<'y once shared 
with five U.S. divisions. The form ula ap­
parently requires each AHV T regular to 
be worth two or more Americans. 

One of the more elementary conel u-

~-~- - - ~-.-: ..,.,.,_....- -... 

A s!'iOC lated Pres~ 

sions to be drawn from the Vietnamiza­
tion process so fa r is that many South 
Vietnamese units fi ght far better with , 
American help than without it. When 
American advisers are along on an oper­
ation, the South Vietnamese know that 
they will ge t air and artillery support. 
Thev know tha t foo d and water will he 
brought in by helicop ter. And thev know 
that if thev are wounded , thev ~viii be 
promptly evacuated to a clean American 
hos1:lital. When the South Vietnamese 
are off on their own, none of this support 
can be taken for granted . 

Even when American advisers are on­
scene in force, success is far from as­
sured. In the 1'. lekong Delta, where the 
las t U.S. ground combat troops were 
withdrawn in September 1969, there are 
some 26,000 Americans still on hand. Il ut 
it appears that the governm ent's position 
in the delta is already beginning to 
erode. There are as man~' guerrillas in 
the area now as there were in 1963-
some 80,000-and gO\·ernmen t fo rces of­
ten seem reluctant to challenge the ene­
my. Receµ tly, the lack of fi ght ing spirit 
in the Seven th AH.\":\ Di\·is ion prompted 
its American advisers to draw up co11-
tingency plans for destroying U .S.-sup­
plied equipment if some of the units de­
cided to walk out of the war. And the 
21st Division-whose commander, Brig. 
Gen. Nguyen Vinh Nghi , maintai ns a 
priva te zoo a t his headquarters-report­
edly has a serious deser tion problem. 

T he AR\'N's pour combat perform ance 
is a bad enough handicap, bu t as 

\ "ie tnam iza tion mo\·es into Phase Two­
the withdrawa l of support troops-an­
other problem will emerge : the lack of 
logistical capabili ty. "'Their supply chan­
nel isn't good," says one U.S. officer. 
"Withou t our logistical tail , they could n' t 
even do the job they're doing." The 
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South Vietnamese are also short on ad­
ministrative and technical skills. "We 
must familiarize them with problems of 
long- le1m management," says Maj. Gen . 
Boderick Wetherill, who recently re­
turned home after commanding the Del­
ta ivlilitary Assistance Command. "How 
many hours do you fly your helicopters? 
How long do you keep your gunboats 
operating before overhauling? These 
problems will be increasingly important. 
The \ ietnamese will have to learn how 
to manage their military assets ." 

One of those assets, the South Viet­
namese Air Force, will he seriously 
strained. With fewer than 500 aircraft, 
it will be hard put to it to perfonn both 
fighting and supply roles. South Vietnam­
ese pilots will not be flying even half of 
the combat missions in Vietnam until-the 
end of 1971. As it is, U.S. planes mnst 
handle 70 per cent of the ARVN's air­
borne supplies. And Saigon's air arm will 
have scant capability to meet such other 
demands as medical evacuation. "We are 
almost entirely dependent on U.S. heli­
copters," says Brig. Gen. Vu Ngoc Hoan. 
the AH.VN'.s surgeon general. "We need 
at least eight medevac helicopters per 
corps-32 in all-with double that num­
ber eventually." So far , after ' h ard bar­
gaining with the Americans, General 
Haan has been promised only eight 
choppers to cover the whole country, and 
·already Saigon's air force has grabbed 
those for its own use. 

T he Americans have been C<]uall y spar­
ing in other -planned e<]u ipmen t turn ­

overs . "Contrary to what most people 
believe," explains a U.S. officer, "AHVN 
units already have 85 to 90 per cent of 
what they are going to get." And that is 
surprisingly little. When full y equipped, 
a typical AHVN unit will have only a 
third as many machine guns as its U.S . 
counterpart. It will have significantly 
fewer r<'1dio sets and very few of the 
exotic electronic gadge ts that the Ameri-

' cans have used to such good effect since 
Tet 1968. One of the best of these is the 
"starlight" scope, which pe1mits a soldier 
to see clearly under most nighttime con­
ditions. A typical U.S. battalion has 82 
of the scopes; AH.VN battalions are 
scheduled to receive three. 

fvlilitarily, the thrust of. Vietnamizalion 
appears to be an effort to remake th e 

. South Vietnamese anned forces in the 
image of their American patrons. llut so 
far , in terms of leadership, fighting habits, 
equipment and lo istics, it is not a very 
good copy. For e moment, none of 
these shortages d deficiencies are ter-
ribly · important. s long as American 
combat and sup t units are on hand to 
plug the gaps, t South Vietnamese can 
probably withst / d any Communist chal­
lenge. But soon or later, the U.S . with-
drawal will pa e point of no return . If 
it turns out to soone "-as the Admin-
islrat'i~n's tim ' le w Id seem to sug-
gest-then seri may he lurking 
beyond some istant horizo11. 
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Revolution Without Plan 
It is curfew time, and the bars an<l 

massage parlors along Saigon's gaudy Tu 
Do Street are closing. At the doorway of 
The Flowers, one of the more expensi\·e 
establishments, a tall , stunningly attrac­
tive Vietnam ese girl is saying good-night 
to a U.S . airman who has been buying 
her drinks for the past hour. The bar girl , 
who calls herself Madeleine, is a 23- year­
old Saigonese who is not at all unhappy 
about the presence of so many Americans 
in her country. For though she privately 
despises many of her customers, '.\1ad­
eleine does not dislike the Yankee dol­
lar. "Why should I want the war to end," 
she says. ''I've saved enough to make 
most Americans look poor." Then she 
drives off in her pearl-white Toyo ta. 

Such a girl is not uni<]ue. There arc.> 
more than 200,000 Madeleines in 

South Vietnam, and, while few are rich 
enough to drive Toyotas, they all dread 
the prospect of a full-scale U.S. with­
drawal. Ordinary Vietnamese have noth­
ing but contempt for the bar girls and 
the other blemishes upon their h·adition­
al way of life that have appeared since 
the Americans arrived , but they nonethe­
less feel much the same. For the vast 
U.S. war machine has wrought profound 
changes in Vietnamese society. And not 
all of them have been bad. 

There is a great irony in this. From the 
outset of its involvement in the war, the 
U.S. wanted to bring about a social revo­
lution in South Vietnam-but through 
well-planned reforms. For their part, the 

MMr.· ll l ho ud-Ml'll:HUm 

Tel 1970: Toy guns for sale 

Viel Cong have also been stfuggling to 
achieve a social revolution ; indeed, the 
whole point of their war has been to 
change the way Vietnamese' society is 
ordered. But now it appears that, de­
spite the most inspired schemes of both 
sides, a social upheaval has taken place 
which is being shaped by no one in par­
ticular. "\ Vhat's going on here in South 
Vietnam is a revolution in spite of us." 
sa vs a senior U.S. official. "And it is mak­
ing what is happen ing out there in the 
jungles between us and the Communists 
a little passe. What are the VC going to 
do with people who are more interested 
in television than revolution? And what 
are we going to do with all these people 
once the fighting stops? I don't think for 
a moment that anyone has given this 
much thought." 

Thal is not altogether accurate. Many 
American and South Vietnamese officials 
have expressed concern over the rapid 
demographic transformation of the coun­
try. Only a decade ago, South Vietnam 
was a predominantly rural society. But 
the widespread devastation of the coun­
tryside-plus the magnet of easy money 
in areas where U .S. troops were based­
has caused a mass migration to the cities. 
Today, as a result, about half of South 
Vietnam 's 17 million people live in urban 
areas, many of them bustling boom 
towns . Saigon itself is probably the most 
densely populated city in the world . 

This burgeoning urbanization has been 
a mixed blessing for South Vietnam . 

For the first tim e, millions of Vietnamese 
have heen exposed lo modern methods 
and machinerv. Thousands of small busi­
nesses have ·opened up. Never before 
have so manv Vie tnamese made so much 
mon ey and 'bought so man y consumer 
goods-from television sets and refrigera­
tors lo Honda m ot.orbikes. But whe thrr 
this economic boom has done much to 
build a sound and durable economv is 
open to doubt. The Vietnamese who have 
capitalized on the war economy have, hy 
and large, tended to in vest their mcmey 
not in industry or in other lasting enter­
prises, but in hotels, bars, massage parlors 
and residences for Americans, all de­
signed for a quick profit. The upsJ1ot of 
this is that South Vietnam has built more 
nightclubs than hospitals, more luxmy 
apartment buildings than schools . 

In the pursuit of the dollar , a whole 
new class of 11011vea11x riches has hc::>n 
born-Vietnamese either skilled in milking 
the U.S. servicemen or in S<]ueezing more 
than their share from the ramshackle 
wartime econo~ y. Anomalies in wages 
have become bizarre. A poli ceman makes 
the equivalent of only $25 a month; an 
American-employed construction worker 
mav make $300. A civil servant with 
twent y years' service earns $85; the clev­
erer or more attractive among the youn)! 
women who wo~k the bars and red-light 
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distric ts ringing the hases and downtown 
areas can make more than $8.50>a month . 

fan y of Vietnam's intellectuals turn 
tllC'ir ve110m on the America ns for this 
unconscionable stale of affairs . Among 
them is .50-vea r-old novelist Do The, who 
bitterly in;ists that the bigges t change 
the Americans have brought to Vietnam 
is the "industry of the orphanage." Adds 
The unhappily: "This whole generation 
of ·young people is falling into wells of 
depravit y, especially you th from poor 
families. I was sitting in a caft':. A young 
girl ahcm l l .'3 came up to me and asked 
me to buy her a cup of coffee. 'Coddam 
these Americans,' she cilmplained . 
'They've been making love to me .all day 
and I still haven't got any satisfaction'." 
He paused briefl y before asking: "ls this 
Vietnam or California?" 

Sometimes, in downtown Saigon, it is 
hard to tell. For prostitution aside, the 
American influence has undoubtedly 
pla'yed havoc with traditional Vi~tnamese 
manners and mores. The old, tightly knit 
family structure has b een undermined , 
and: a grave generation gap now yawns 
be&>een Confucian-minded parents and 
the new urban rock-and-Coke generation . 
"The young people have lost their faith 
in the · older "generation," .says Nguyen 
Van :Trung; the dean of the faculty of let­
ters ·at Saigon University.· "They have 
seen people talking about revolution and 
then stealing money from.., the people. 
This is why the youngsters have,,given 
up the ·ideal of a.11ife of struggle.hnd are 
now in pursuit of pleasure.'.'. ~ ai · . · . ; · ; 

,;. J J< . ~ : 11 ~;' , ... . -
:· 

I t is also·true that, Vietnamese young peo­
ple, ·like their :American .counterparts, 

are becoming inq~easingly ·independent 
in matters of dress; manners and morals . 
Schoolgirls, who once. would have blushed 
at ' -the mention ·qf ·:sex, now· 'discuss .it 
openly, arrd · virg4'tity :iis not necessarily 
conside1;ed ·a badge.-of -honor. ·Many take 
the Pill. On weekends, in :the downtown 
are~ of .Saigory;' it .sometimes seems as if 
the .. Sunset .Strip"· has., been transported 
across . the Pacific. Well-to-do Vietnam­
ese ·, kids, wearirig tight pastel-colored 
shirts ,hanging out of equally tight pants, 
gather, in · Kennedy Square with their 
Hondas ·and their girl friends. After a 
couple· of hundred·-have gathered , the 
motors begin to rev. Then the boldest 
take off .down Tu Do Street and a great 
!:iike racer.is on, the police, traffic lights, 
MP's, palace guards or pedestrians not­
.withstanding. Later, the cyclists and their 
relates head for one of Saigon's innumer­
able dark nightclu},s lo listen to Viehiam­
ese singers mimic Are tha Franklin. 
. .The impact of social change i11 the 

countryside has been different hut no 
less striking. '.\1odern techniques and 
equipment introduced and financed b\· 
the Americans have all hut transf01med 
large areas of formec;ly peasant society. 
In many places, the' water buffalo and 
the wooden plow have been replaced hv 
mechanized .tools such as trru:tors and 
Japanese-made roto-tillers. Farmers who 
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once believed that onlv the moon could guerrillas do not dare sa bo tage, the p11h-
·rn~ th1;· ~ i;ow use ehei:n,iC<l ic TV sets. In fact, the typical Viet Cong 
fertilizers, 1 ~rf!tation puril'ps ~1nd· fuiprovcd agent has himself hc<'n deeply ~affec ted 
seeds: As a consequence, fomi incoQies hy the modernization process. H e, too, 
have risen sharply, and many farm ers .is riding the economic hooml et and , in 
who would have been satisfi ed -with a the process, ac<]uiring middle-class ta~tes. 
motorbike ten years;: go now own trucks. Th~ .new hreecL9.f- Viet Cong !?ffi cial ha< 
The rural people 9f today also read news- . disqrded ~h~- .Jack peasant garb of t)°ie 
papers , listen to the radio and even travel ·~. past for t1ie . same whill' ~oltc?£ slhr!s 
to the big cities. In Cp~ ·Lanh J?j~~ .~r'~Z":i. !hat the otfi'er prosperous vllla~~rs \ e~r,. 
there ~rQ . now (LS many, t9levision -sets"as-;· rhe rev.o}ulionary zeal of yes teryear rias 
therc •{vcre oil .Jamps twetity years ago." f!- softened."No longer does the '.\faoist vi-

Not a ll .'of rural Vi~'tt1flm, of course";' sion of hordes of.landless peasants cneir-
shares equally in the ,get1eral prospi¢,'flf- cling.;_ e cities and bringing ahou.t their 
Tens of thousands qf uprooted refug(les colJap e seem even remotely feas ible . .. 
still live miserably in\ the wre tched '< ... ··•. ~- . 
camps of central Vietn$pi . Nor do )he •' 
families of the underRAid Vietnamese Tjis does not ' mean that all i~ well in 
soldiers benefit much f(oin the upswing. if. the countryside. President Nguyen 
But for the owner of some fertile land or n Thieu has made !'llany visits to the 
for the prosperous small-town merchant '- ". __ ages in the past t':."'o years, and hi~ 
or shop~~· the r.~.ards of the· u:s: face is familiar in most p;uts of the comi; 
prese~~~~'ve been · gratifying indeed. fry. But a quarter century · o~ politic~ 
. Tha'fiJ5j~'fp, ·prosperity, the grievances tensions and nearly continuou~. warfa~ 
9f the. :(afrfi'ers are no longer basically has left the average farmer higl!lf skepti-

. ... 't; ;~-· ,: ' ~ ~; ... ,~ ~~':· £!;{"' .... , %"" 

r . ·r 

i '.' . .. ~~,. . ··~ ... · ~~ ~~· . . '~ ~~ 
... #;..~t.<'/. l · t . • . '.~ . .,;:· ... . - ~~;..,, ~~.;.:;~;; 
"" ~~.:..."• .. ,.. ~ .. :r.:~.;.....,_~. ·-:' · ... ;. 
.,;.A.......,_ :$.a~ - ~~ ....... .,, ...... ~~~--~"--~ ;- . 

l ~I X1•W1"-W1.•t•k-}o'ran~·oi:o< Su l))· 

New ways/In place of buffa)oes and wooden pJo,~s; l!hc mod ern roto-til1er 
. u :~ ,·~... i!!..... '· ' · . 

economic ones. Land refo1m, for example, cat ,toward .aJI authoril\· outside his own 
is not a burning :issue any more. In large village. "Also, now th.it the farmer has 
areas of the country, the Vie t Cong seen what modernization can do, he-
chased out the landlords and redistrib- like his city cousin-wants bigger and 
uted the land. The government in .Saigon be tter things from the gm·ernment: bet-
has generally accepted the Viet Cong ter education for his children, more med-
land reform as a fait accompli and has ical fa cilities, rural electrifica tion and , 
launched .a sweeping "Land to the Till- a hove all , hones t, responsive oHlcials. 
er" program of its own, designed to \ Vhether the Thieu governm ent c:an 
root out the remaining absentee land- provide all these things is difficult to fore-
lords. As a result of all this-and of the see. For even i( the " ·ar ends favorablv 
migration to the citie..-;-in many province.~ for Saigon. postwar South \'ietnam wiil 
-there is now more cultivable land than · face enormous problems . Can the current 
there are peasants to cultivate it. The economic boom possibl~ · su1'\'ive the U.S. 
countryside today is a labor-scarce, full - withdra\\'al ? \Vhat will happen to the 
employment economy where even 14- people · who swarmed into the cities to 
year-olds can earn good money. work in the bars and laundries and other 

The psychological climate in th e '.Iii- service industries geared to the Ameri-
lages has also undergone an enonno11s ca n troops? Smne, no doubt. will return 
transformation. The traditional Vie l Con)! to the villages, hut mam· will remain , a 
propagandist with a bullhorn must now potential source of economic discontent 
compete with the message hrough~ ,by a and political turmoil. For a revolution of 
dozen ·government radio stations and. lo rising expeda tions has come to Vietnam. 
a lesser degree, the 40. dailies printed in and-like ~Ir. Nixon 's Vietnamization pro-
Saigon. Television· i~ ;.so popular that the gram-it is probably frreversi hle. 
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·. t oo r:-00r" ) ta. en ri.t hic·:1 sneed 
~ic<> " D:i.rf.i 0s ·'!. '"e ·.-:J.si e , if 

on t :1e u Door l ef't h8.nc.1 s ~.r~ E' 0f 
• ""'?. i s 8VidP. ~ in the :•j ctn "" . . 

- · ·----' 

Brazilian money given to 
by a guy who had been on 
R&R to Australia. I'm n 
sure how he got ahold of 
this kind of currency, 
he gave it to me somehow 
It looks like it should 
worth a lot of money, bu 
actually it is almost wo 
less--about ten U.S. cen 
to be more precise. 

• 
~OUTH VTET-N~M 

Land of Contrasts 
South Viet -Nam - a thousand miles long ; its greatest width a seventh of that . 
Sub-tropical heat ; and the bitter nights of mile-high mountains. 

Sophisticated citizens of Saigon , " the Paris of the Orient "; hardy farmers of the 
lowlands; mountain tribes called " savages" by city-dwellers. 800,000 Confucian 
Chinese and more than a million Catholics ; Buddhists , Taoists, Mohammedans, 
and a "new" religion embracing them all. These are its people. 

Villagers distrust central government yet fight vigorously for their country; there 
is compulsory education of children but mountain tribes may not understand the 
language of a tribe ten miles away; tigers and elephants are hunted on high pla­
teaus, and the white sand beaches welcome sunbathers . 

City restaurants with French cuisine also serve coagulated pork blood with chop­
ped heart, liver, and intestines; French wines and rice wine compete on equal terms. 
City streets are used to Western clothing and colorful monks' robes;. and black 
or blue loose cotton shirts and trousers brush against white satin tunics , split to 
the waist, and satin trousers. 

Countrymen carry their produce to market in wicker baskets, suspended from a 
bamboo pole across the shoulders ; but there are aircraft everywhere. Railroad 
lines have rusted away, but oxen pull heavy loads. 

South Viet -Nam - land of contrasts and variety . .. melting-pot of old and new, 
of many faiths and customs, of towering mountains and warm beaches. A land of 
terror and hope. A battleground for the Free World's fight against the tyranny of 
Communism. 

Here is a country with a thousand miles of coastline on the South China Sea, and 
its other border thirty to 130 miles away. Here is a sub-tropical climate in most of 
its area, and bitter cold nights in its mile-high highlands. 

Here are diverse peoples: the sophisticated city -dwellers of Saigon, " the Paris of 
the Orient"; simple, hard-working farmers; highland Montagnards with their own 
languages and customs; eight hundred thousand Chinese, largely concentrated in 
Saigon's suburb of Cholon. ' 

Here are Confucians, Buddhists , Mohammedans, Catholics, Taoists, Christian 
Protestants, and a religion called Cao D~i which is composed of many of the others. 

Here are village governments, each composed of numerous tiny hamlets, for many 
years almost untouched by any central government and inclined to be opposed to 
central authority of any kind - government or Viet Cong. 

Here is a country with its railroads inoperative because of guerrilla action, its high­
ways useable only by armed convoys, depending upon airlifts (and oxen) for vital 
transport. 

Here is South Viet -Nam, a land of gentle, peaceful people -- but the battleground 
where the destiny of hundreds of millions will be determined in the war of Com· 
munism against the Free World . 
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EDITION Nol 
FALL. 69 

-F"REE To Gl ,. 

'l'HIS '):S THE FIRST ISSUE OF ~"W G'OT THE' brASS -- PUT C~"?· 2'! 
G'. I.' S, D~S SRTSRS' AND R~ISTr;;RS IN ®ROPE, UNITED FY OVR en, __ ::;_ 
ITION TO THE MINDLESS WAR nr VIET~T:AM AND THE: PA\VN OF THAT W/iR., 

THE U.S. ARMY. We are also unitPd with 'the large- number of 
\io I.' s in the States who have b0 guii to say FTA: C:. I.' s at every 
base are now uniting, ~inding out that the only way to fight the 
bullshit is to get together. This. is their paper too -- the 
paper· of thg Presidio 2T, the G'.I.'s U-nited Against the War at 
Port Jackson, the Fort Hood- 43, th~ American Deserters' Commit­
tees in SWeden, · Franc~, and Canad:a. And the- G'. r. "4' in Japan 
who got sick and tired of occupying a coun~ry that hated their 
presence and deserted. And' ther countless me-n i'n Vietnam who 
died for something they cfidn't unde-rstand'. and th~ many others '-'' 
who have seen that the war is not their wax but the war of a 
handful of fat cats back home, and' have acte~ by taking a perm­
anent R&R in Japan (en route· to SWeden). 

WHAT trn'ITES US IS SIMPLE - the- unwillingness to kill and b~ killed in a war that makes othe-rs rich, that our paretlila pay 
for, and· that· neither the V71 etnamese> or the meJj ori ty of the 
AmeriClln people want. Ancf the d'aify· crpprE"S'sion of life in the 
army, takin rr orders from stupid lifers, lParning the robot 
ct'!scipline that gets us preparpd for life (?) on the outside. 

BUT WHAT DIVIDES US IS STRONG TOO -- the f Par of 
th~stoelclld.9', the isolation, being so far from home, 
and the Feeling that it's impossible to act against 
a monster the size of the U.8. army when you'rP 
alone. But that's no longer true. ~e are no longer 
alone. That is why this paper is your papPr too; 
it is the paper of everyonp who ~Pts fucked ovPr by 
the army and bei;sins to fight back. What • 
we can do is break down the army's news _..... 
blackout of G.I.'s fi~hting back - in this ~ 
is-sue w~ have concentrated ·on printin~ material 
from ~.I. underground papers in the S~ates. 
What you can do is give us more to wr:i te about,. 

ONE. OTBER THING -- the brass kePps tel­
you that the people stateside who demand 
the war! Bring thf' troops home NOW!" are 
enemy. If you bel i eve that the P..nswf'r to 40.-000 

guys. dyin~ in vain is to have 40,000 more die, you can 
probably dig their jive. W~ can't convince anyone that 
he's being f ucked over (that's why w~ don't expect too 
many lifers to dig WE' r; oT TH~ brASS). But many among 
us have bPen stationed in NA111, Korea, JapRrl. And we know that most 
guys are hip to the unending stream of lies from Washington and its 
owners, the corporations. B\reryobe knows tile Paris talks <1.!'<' hnll -
shi t'" - yet guyg get slau'<'htered "li beratin.f?" ffi:irnbur"Ser Hi ll while 
Lodge ann crew live it up in Paris. No mor~ lies about vi c tory , now 
just d1e to help the U.S. sav"' facP. We· hA.ve said no to their r:1 111 ::i':'f t 

.,_-_1111_d..;...· _b_e_"SUD;;,.__t_o_t_ak_e_c_o_n_t_r_o_l_o __ -r_ou__.r..._own __ l_i_v_e_s_. __ J_o_i_n_u_s_! _____ __ ______ _ 
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Statistics on C-SA 

Wingspan: 223 feet 
Fusilage Length: 248 feet 
Height, tail: 65.1 feet 
Cargo Max Weight: 130 tons, roughly 
Total Weight: 765,000 lbs 
Airspeed: 500 MPH ~- . 

" 
Fuel Loadi 49,000 pounds, average 
Troop capacity: 75 seats in upper 

ment was used. 

flight (small car run on that for 100 yrs.) 
deck, additional 360 seats if bottom compart-

Extraneous information: 3 . 

Would hold; 63-ton M-60 battle tank. ~ · 
7 Bell Hueys at once. 
75mm self-propelled gun. 
61-ton bridge launcher mounted on M-60 battle tank. 
Minuteman Missile can ·be carried. 



Poet's Corner 
To My Husband 

It riself .Jvery day, the sun, and winds its i;ays 
.. thro-ughout the garden of my rnind, · 
Until . its. reaching, Jin ye l's have stretched so far 

. · to inalce the day. · · . · 
And children play, and · rain falls, and swnmer 
• . . comes into my garden . • 

• 
And sWl it 1:ises J n another .day, the sun, and 

with it comea the winds to play about the 
. garden of my mind, . ~ _; . . ' 

Until the leaves will fall and blow away.:-
And children walk, and leaves die, and loneliness 

.comes into my garden. 

It 1ises yet in cloth of gray, the sun, and lengths 
of steel . creep round' !J.bout . th~· gorden of 
1ny mind, , 

Un~il I cannot stand in all the .silence and .the 
dark. · 

. And children c1·y, and snow falls, and it's so cold 
here in ·my garden. · 

But then 'it comes once more, the sun, the year 
has passed within the garden of my mind, 

And things will g?·ow and warmth will dwell.' ., . 
The children laugh, and I will cry, for you icfill 

come into my garden. 

Marlene Harris 
( Mrs. Marshall E. Harris) 
Fort Worth, Tex. 





IN THE 
LARDER 

Fresh fruit and vegeta bles are always 
available-bananas, tomatoes , pine­
apples , mushrooms, cucumbers and 
many others . Meat (pork and beef), 
shellfish, and river and ocea~ fish go 
with the inevitable rice. (Right) Every­
thing for dinner in a crowded square. 

Sugarcane goes to market, together with sacks and 
baskets of other produce . This farmer may be 
heading for the kitchen of the modern hotel on the 
square. 

(Left) In contrast, here is a roadside market near 
An Khe. 



(Abo.ve) When sales are slack, there's 
time to discuss the· news . (Right) 
Farmers bring their loads of produce 
to the market. 

WHAT'S FOR 
DINNER? 
Rice , fruit , vegetables , fish , sweet· 
meats and other meats are all to be 
found in Viet·Nam 's markets. (Top) 
A housewife chooses the day's vege­
tables . (Below) A young woman's Don 
Ganh baskets provide complete 
lunches for sidewalk customers . 







RELIGIONS 
OF 

VIEr-NAM 

Buddhist monks, with their begging-bowls in hand , walk through Saigon 
streets . South Viet -Nam is a religious country, with free choice of wor­
ship and (which may seem strange to Westerners) plural religions . One 
may make offerings in a Buddhist temple , but also pay reverence to his 
ancestors according to the teachers of Confucius ; and it is possible to 
find Christ , Confucius, Mohammed, and Buddha all honored in the same 
temp le. 

This is the interior of a Cao Dai Temple near Tay Nigh . Cao Dai is a new 
religion blending Confucianism . Taoism , and Buddhism . 

A Buddhist Temple - the Xa Loi Pagoda in Saigon . Its exterior is pic­
tured on the opposite page, lower outside corner. 



THE PEOPLE 
Vietnamese are a reserved and cour­

teous people, small in stature but well 

proportioned, of many religions and 

occupations - but all intensely loyal 

to family and respectful of the aged. 

The busy upper scene shows many 

manners of dress, from the .women 's 

tradit ional " Ao Dai" of long trousers 

under a long-sleeved tunic sl it from 

hem to waist ,. to the working peop le 

and farmers in their loose black trou ­

sers and conical straw hats. 

The smiling gir ls look and dress much 

like school-girls anywhere , but at high 

school age they will wear the " Ao Dai" 

and become young ladies of the great 

middle class. 

The market scene has, in the fore ­

ground, a farm woman with her " Don 

Ganh" - two wicker baskets sus­

Rended from a pole which she carries 

across her shoulders. The small boy, 

striding so purposefully, could be a 

small boy anywhere engaged in his 

own important affairs . 

City people are much more sophisti­

cated than the farmers and villagers , 

due largely to their long association 

with the French . All . schools teach 

French or English as a "second lan­

guage" , and compulsory education 

for the first three grades is generally 

observed except in the remote high­

land areas. 











This pictures shows the area where our office was located in 
Vietnam. The area outlined is the main office building, the 
press building and one of the two hootches we had for barracks. 
The first building to the immediate left of the outlined area 

the one I slept in for the last 2 or 3 months I was actually 
in "the ' Nam. " 





The American GI in Vi et nam--and hi s 
attitudes- - at about th e time I wa s 

1 

l eav i ng act ive mi litary du ty , as to ld i THE WAR IN INDOCHINA 

.------------------by Newsweek Magaz ine ' s Kevin Buckley . ' ... - - ---------------. ... 
'YOU CAN HAVE 

YOUR OWN ·.,. .. 
LITTLE CAST.~~ .-1 ... 

·~ -~ . ~f::: 

It is an art id~ of fa ith among- U.S. 
Army officers that, whatever .the failirigs 
of rear-area troops, the men .in' the front . 
lines will, in Aimy slang{' "stimd'. tall." To 
test this assumption and assess ~the feel­
ings of the, "grunfs,'' ~ frontline infantry 
soldiers call therri!ielves;~ Saigon £ureau 
chief KevµJ. B,1,1ckley spent,gh,ristmas at a 
First Cavalr · D ivision""Otitp'ost no(th of 
Saigon calle . Fire ase Dragonhead; Be-
low, Buckle~' ~epoit: · ' ~: · ;~ 

.. ..., ' ' 

I t ''.'as cool,~almost cold, _ q~~1Ch~;itmas 
mght anc!.t;; the ' grunts- ·. $ .Fµ-ebastt 

Dragonhead sat in clusters aroftnd ' their 
bunkers. The ·~~cene~ th~t 'th.ei~presented 
were diverse~;pough • t#° " JrR~~i;t '":aw 
opinion abo\}t--:~.the stan~idS .. ~~ ~~ . 
havior of thir ;Americari~'Gi',,.m Sou\:h 
Vietnam. At 'one,,,bunket;. s9lgiers with 
hillbilly twangs-were singin~~~'$ie Green, 
Green .crass of. fIFe,'' aitd~'f9J t~·en\ 'the 
song title undoubt~dly retam~a its . 9?n­
ventional ·meaning. But at 4-another buhk­
er, the title would have ~i:P<!?ced _\vav.~s 
of knowing giggles. Tlfo";Gl's' there ·were . 
listening to hard rock oi). ·a fape cassette,_ · 
And as Iron Butterfly sang,.~In the Time 
of Our Lives," the grunts passed around 
a glowing pipe of "dew,'; . the CL slang 
f 

.. .._, > ~ 
or maniuana. . "~ .: °i;: '~'.:,_ . 

Someone changed the · tape to Jimi 
Hendrix's version· of "Machine Gun" and 
one grunt, with a slight• ·grin ori his 
stubbly face, muttered, _.!'Wow .. ~ wow 
... wow. That really spun my mt'nd." 
A second soldier reached into the bunk­
er and produced ~ sl.eeve which had 
been cut off a fatigue shift. "You put this 
wide part over your nose· and mouth," he 
began to explain. "Then someone blows 
the dew in from the cuff end and it can't 
escape. You're in a world of dew." Sud­
denly a siren sounded; this was the sig­
nal for a "mad minute"-one minute of 
small-arms firing around the entire per­
imeter of the base in case enemy troops 
had infiltrated the area during· the 
Christmas cease-fire. The soldier who 
had muttered "wow· . .'. wow .. . wow" 
slapped his M-16 rifle on full automatic 
and fired into . he echoing underbrush. 
\ Vhen silence 'returned, the aroma of 
cordite mingled with the fragx:ance of the 
powerful Vietnamese dew. · ·-

Outside the barbed wire surrounding 
the base, Claymore mines faced. the area 
from which enemy soldiers might launch 
an attack. But on Christmas 'night at 
Dragonhead that was about as likely as 
the arrival of the Three \Vise Men. En­
emy activity in this area has been so 
slight that the grunts have trouble recall­
ing when they took their last casualty. In 

rF •tf\ ' Christmas, I visited a company from the 

.
•' ~· hase wh ~ch ~,·as on patrol, and while con-
r d itions were differentf no pne was stoned 

-the message was · ~he same. ''.They . 
ought to send over some of those people 
who are for the war," growled Sp/ 4 Ste­
ven Almond, 22. "Send ·some of those 
b rave politicians and hard hats and let 
them· see if they like it so much. I'll 
change places with any one of them." 
Others picked up the chant. "A lot of our 
buddies got kill ed here but they died for 
nothing," muttered one GI. f Our morale, 
man, . it's .so low you can' see it," said 
another. ~ 
, Good Soldiers: Yet, ar!~nd a jungle 
,clearing where the soldie;s rested there 
were indiCatio~ of higher morale than 

·~ the" Cl's might let on. ;For fifteen. days, 
·\ th~ men had .been struggli11g•" through 
•· ·tangled, prickly vines that}tear ferocious­

ly at clothes and skin alike~"wait' a min­
ute" vines, the gnuits:;.Ccill 'theip. Two 

.: .. , _.. Kevin r . Buckley-New•week .. Soldiers . had plaY.fuJly ·\vritten.: "Merry 
Drngonhead 'grlints': Soldiering on Xmas" on · a tree trullk with ·, shaving 

• ~ • . r;'' ; . ~ . cream. And an officer, hardly older than 
fact, for man/~Ohe cq, the real threat the gruQ.ts. in his company/ msi.Sted : 
that night came from withm the base- "Sure they bitch and a lot of them smoke 
from the "lifers," the ca~eer men, and es- .. grass and they don't like it here, But 
pecially the career NCO's, whose atti- , these men are.good soldiers.":":' '. , ..:.· 
tudes so oft~n are diametr}~ally oppose,d -:-· .Aftel;; ta_lkirlg _wit:J:i':'. these §oldie'rs and 
to those pf the young . draftees; As the with many· others,~~I decided that flat 
Iron Buttertly tape moved on .to:-;'Filled ;'·· statemeI;J.fs_;: aoout low grunt- morale are 
With Fear'~)1nd "Lonely Boy~~ . and the I not ac~tirate. As much as they complain, 
dew pipe _was being pas5ed,- someone they. also boast about their work. And 
stood onJookout, whispering from time ijke soldiers iµ. all wars, they recall .ex­
to tirrie: ."Watch it, a lifer."· . .. : plaits, tell . war 'stories, chide and ron­

Agreement: ~ut t}i~· lifers nev~r ap- '. gratulate' ~a_pli'. 1 -other. They are ' proud 
peared, and the ta1k ''turned,.to the war. : of themselves and proud of each'. other. 
Everyone-pot smoker arid _non-pot .. ': "we do .. everything together," 'said one. 
smoker alike-agreed when ,,one stoned ~,'.'It's like being~ brothers {or a year." And 
soldier remarked: "Ybu Jeno~ what this they are proud: fo be "grunts. "Those 
war is like? It sucks: That's just about REMF's don't eyen know what Vietnam 
all you can say. It sucks. There's .nothing ·: is all about," sneered one grunt, using 
good about us being here. Thei:e it is. the derisive acronym [Rear: Echelon 
All we want to do is get out of here al!ve. Mother F------] for men at support bases. 
Morale is bad, marl." , · . ¢. ., An officer described one manifestation 

That, in fact, seemed. to be tht? unify~; ; of t.he grunts' piid.e: "In the field they're 
ing theme at Dragonhead. The day after~ '-. ·always complairiing .. they can't g'et ·hew 

r' ,~ fatigues or have a· shower. But if. they 
1!~1~1~ ever have to go· to the rear, air that 
~ changes. Then all they want is to look 

as funky as they : can ~nd . terrorize the 
p~~pl~~~ . cle~, ~ pr~sse'd fatlgues '~who 
work m ·arr-cond1tioned offices. : . ·'4 · ! -' 
~"':~ Rhapsody: Md. the' field itself-thlf 
"boon~es" -has compensations now·· tl}at 
ili,e' ~~ is win.ding down and ~m~a_t 
perils. ;are less frequent. One grunt at 
Dragonhead, very stoned, went off into a 

' rhapfodical: speech. "Being a grunt ain't 
all bad," he mused. "Sometimes I really 
kind of like the bush. At the end of the 
day ,you ·drop your pack. You hack away 
a little piece of jungle and make a little 
space for yourself. You hang your ham­
mock, you heat up some C-rations and 
maybe mix some together so they taste 
a little different. You put on your cassette 
for a little sound, really low. Maybe 
you smoke a little dew, just to relax. 
Man . that's not bad. Out in the bush you 
can have vom own little castle." 



ma rch toward 
prior to 

.Aga~n, new troops processing. It was great to be 
: goi_ng, !:tome·, and you couldn't help but snicker a 
:lit~ le··. to yours·elf when you saw guys just arriving . 
~nd '~ t - ~as a little sad to see them ha~ing to be 
there, . as well. 

··A.- long-range ·vi ew of Bien Hoa Army-Air Force Base airport. 
We fl ew out of he re on Oversea s Airlines at approximatel y 
10:30 a.m., Marc.1:1 23, 1970. 



Self-explanatory. I was here for processing 
horn~ . 

the "White. House," at 
for return sh_ipment to 

The mama - sans are a ll over. t. !;L= p la ce·, tire d l ooking , 
a littl e dir ty , s ome plea~a n~ =nough, ot he rs a vid 
a nd proclaime d swindlers--:o f cen ou t o f necessity. 



plane hea ding for the world, 
:he day before we left to go to 
:ement Company where we were t .o 
·ior to loading aboard o~i; 

"Gateway to the World" doesn't say enough for this 
place. duys talk of nothing else for ~ full year 
Vietnam . Going home. There's nothing lik~ 'it. 

Final brie fing room before going to ~he 90th 
Battalion at 1ong Binh . It was a 15 minute 

though it would last forever. 

luggage and camera equipment --a full load for one 
with him everywhere for approximately three 



bunker a ·nd. mar~ ,hootches · stand to m~ 
process~?g ov~r and~e were 

smoke js from a plane heading for the wor~d, 
taken late in the ·afternoon the day before we left to go to 
Long B;nh and the 1 90th Replacement Company where we were to 
~dergo r outi ne processi'ng prior to loading aboard 01 r 
"F r eed 



I ' 

Villages and locations 
I visited during my 
"One Year in Vietnam," 
26 March 69 to 21 March 70 

Phuoc Vinh 
Lai Khe 
Tay Ninh 
Tay Ninh 
Quan Loi 
Black Horse 
Song Be 
Xuan Loe 
Bear Cat 

(Fire Support Bases, 
or Landing Zones) 

Dolly 
St. Barbara 
Julie 
Westcott 
Joy 
Rock 
Libby 
Jake--and several 

whose n~mes 
··-



Pi ette· again, and 
His name was Bell 



by a Japanese student 

mer ican d emonstrations. 

} ... 
~ ~- . 

·~. 

os.s 

:i'h r -;Jain of a war s he l1as inhcri ted , 
mir rored mutely

1 
i~- the woeful eycu of a s mFi.11 Vie t names e girF, 

·the innocent victim · . . · 
• " ·. - 1-, . 






