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"Scalps' Viet Cong 
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Charlie 
Ground 

Goes To Happy Hunting 
To Join His Ancestors 

AN KHE - Operation· Crazy Horse began May 16 
as a company-size action and before a week had 
passed it had mushroomed into one of the 1st Cav. 
Oiv.'s toughest battles. 

Company B, 2nd Bn., 8th 10-12 feet high, The moun-
Cav., had been ' depfoyed 
some 15 miJes to the north,­
east of the Div. 's base camp 
on May 16 to seek out a Viet 
Cong force reportedly plan-

. ning an attack on a E:pecial 
Fo1rces 9'IDG camp in the 
Vinh Thanh Valley. 

Company B made shari) 
and heavy contact with the 
Viet Cong force and in a 
matter o.f hours it was evid­
ent that the company was 
pitted agajnst an enemy 
Bn. 

Company A, 1.st Bn., 12th 
Cav., was .sent.; into the bat- ' 
tle that night. The two O::i..v . 
companies were in heavy, 

' contact with the Viet Cong 
un.t :,l 8:30 p .m. TWenty-eight 
Viet Cong bodies were count~ 
ed that night, and ma.ny 
more bodies were heard be­
ing carried away through­
out the night . 

ta.ins and ridges are steep; 
so ste.iep that one helicop .. 
ter toppled over after dis­
chargting its passenger load. 

The jungile growth wasi so 
thick that hand grenaaes 
and M-79 grenades; reiport. 
ec:IJly were bouncing back 
into the oav. positions. 

At the end of the week's 
fighting, the Cavalry.men 
had killed more than 2011· Viet 
Cong, captured 8, and de· 
tained 21 suspects. 

Also captured were 43 in. 
dividual weapons, 7 crew­
served weapons, 16 morta~· 

round~\ 37 grenades, 5 recohl.­
less rifle rounds, ~nd 2,522 
rounds of small a.rms am" 
munition. 

Intelligence gathernd from 
prisoners cond'irmed. the pre-

• ' sence of at least four enemy 
Bn. 's in the :fight. I 

Two Bn.'s were indentified 

NIGHT OR DAY - Choopers of the 1st Cau. are always on the ready. At anytime the.r/ 
can bring hetp if trouble arises. This ability causes Charlie many a sleepless night. 
(U.S. AR1lIY PHOTO) 

Early the n ext' . m,orpiQJ~:. 
-the tw~ compani~s we.i;e a.t­
tackeict by .the Viet Cong a.n.d 
the 1st Bn., 5th Cav., and 
2n:d, Bn., 12th Cav., were 
commttted into action, 
along ·with the remaining 
companies of the 1st Bn., 
12'tih O'av. 

· a·s belongi?J.g · to t~e Quyet 
Ta:r;n Regiment, a N orth 
Vietnamese unit. The other 
two Bn's were a paJ:"t o;f a 
main force Viet Cong unit, 
the Quyet C'hin Regiment. 

TV#o-Fold Opera·tion Helps 
Further Medica·I Know·tedg.e 

' By PFC RICHARD BIEVER 

Within three days1, the 
Cav. Div. had· committed 
its 1st Airborne Bde. against 
the enemy forc.e, now esti­
mated as a reinforced regi­
ment. 

CAMP RADOLlFF,-Maj. Vietn~ in the future.n the collectibn co·uld c1>nta.et 
Norman ; M. Rich of Tu-. 
bac, Arizona, a doctor at 
the 2nd Surgical Ho1srpi:tal, 
is coinducting a two-fo[d 
operation. 
The ~ first part of his 

undertaking is collecting 
.mis&iles and fra.gmentS1 tha·t 
are removed from wounde(l 
so1dierSI. The second and 
most important step is anal­
ysing the damage done by 
different types of mi·ssfiles. 

The 2nd Surg. iS in support 
of the Air Cav. Div. at An 
Khe. 

cc:\Vie feel by study~ng the 
missile!;. and the amount of 
resulting tissue damage, we 
can better care for the 
wounded s1>ldlers;» said 
Rich. «The knowledg,e we 
ba.ve · gained and stand t9 
gain can b,e passed on 
through surgical ~pers 

that will be presented to 
civilian doctors and to the 
docto~ th~t wi.U cmpe tQ 

Rich added, «We have taken 
color slides and X-rays of 
wounds to. help in the stu­
dy.>> 

Rich sta.rtect his study in 
January 1966 and now has 
more than1 250' missiles and 
fra.gments. 

Anotl1er of Rich's prnjeds 
is the coJlection of Viet 
C<lngi weapons. So far his 
collection cons.tis.ts . o~ prunji 
stick, grenades, home-made 
booby traps that utilize 
small arms ammuniUon, 
and a ha4d written Viet Oong 
medical book. He also has 
a Russ!i.an AK-47 ·assualt 
rifle and a Chinese Com­
munist; 7 .62 light machine 
gun. 

Rich said, that in October 
t.he collection will be donat­
ed to the Army Medical Mus­
eum in Washington, D.C. 
and any:one who has some­
thing t.bat might enhance 

him in reg;i\rds to contribut-
in.gi ·the item.. 

CONTEST RULES 
See page eight for 

the particulars on a 
great cc·.,test, with a 
first prize everyone' In 
the DI vis i on would 
love to v.,n. 
- -- - ·· - ------

! tn Memoriam: . . ,. 

The Cav. was fighting 
in .some o!f the toughest 
terrain it had encountered 
since arriving in Vietnam 
last August. 

Th13 area n:oirtheast o.f the 
Vinh Thanh Valley is 'cover­
ed with a double-canopied 
jungle. and elephant grass 

The' Death Of A True Friend 
l he meo of the 1st Cava I ry Division are sor'row­

ed by the death of Mr. Sam Castan, · LOOK MAG­
AZINE S,e. ior· Editor, who was killed in action on 
May 21st. 

Mr. Castan, the first. newsman killed with the 
Ca•alry, was a gentleman, a fine reporter, and an 
example to all Americans serving in Vietnam. 

According to eyeVfitness reports, Sam Castan, 
though wounded, and an unarmed civilian, asked a 
wounded cavalryman for a weapon and fought like 
a trooper until he was killed. 

\ 
The O'av. had fought these 

regiments in February 
and March at Bong Son 
during Operation~ Ma,'3iher 
and White Wing. And dur'­
ing Operaition Davy O'rockett 
at Bong Son last month. 
The Cav.'s 3rd Brigade had 
annihilated the Quyet Tam 's 
Sith Bn. 

During the first days o! 
Operation Crazy Horse, the 
Viet C<:mg fought stupborn,.. 
Iy; as stubbornly as the Iin­
dian renegade afteL· whom 
the operation was named. 
The enemy positions were 
well fortified, but not sUf­
.ficiently to repel the Oi.v. 
assaults. 

Hand-to-hand cmnbat. was 
a common occurence dJur­
ing Crazy Horse. A company 
of the 1st Bn., 8th Ca.v., 
aSlSaulted an enemy-held 
hill, killingi 30 Viet Cong. 

Coo;rdinated ground at­
tacks, supported by tactical 
air, aerial rocket artillery, 
a.Ild conventional artillery, 
spon weakened the Viet 
Cong forces and it then be­
came a pursuit for the Oa.v. 

(See Page Elpht, 
CRAZY HORSE.) 
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1 -
PERSUASIVE WORDS - A Viet Cong pris0ner is inferagated after beinq , turned /info 
governmen't hands during a central highlands Cav Operation (US ARMY PHOTO By Sp!/. 
Ulen Rasmussen) 

On The Ho Chi Minh TraiJ: . . 

Cav Troopers 'T,ake A Vacqtion' 
In . A Viet° Cong Luxury Hotel 

By PFC Bob Zolto 1 . 
AN KHE - The infamous Ho Cl:ii Minh trail is really a series• of roads , 

and trails which lead down from North Vietnam, through Laos 
1
tind Cam- ' 

ho dia, then cross over into South Vietnam. · 
These trails are used to 

infiltrate men, ammunition, 
equlp.ment, and weapons to 
the North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong units operating in 
the South. 

At intervaJ.s a1ong these 
ltrai!ls are way stati'ons and 
resting . areas where the 
enemy soil.dier•s and their 

.. human pack trains may stop 
to rest - thei jO<Urney is a 
long one and it's almost 
entirely by foot. 

One of these stations was 
;vis(ited lately by a group of 
sdldiers from the lstl Air 
Oav. Div.'s 2d Bn.,, 12th 
Cav. 

The 2d Bde unit was on 
one of the most unusual 
operattions of an un'LffiuaJ. 
war. Dubbed Operation 
LeWi:s and Olark, the heli­
borne ail'!mobi!le troopers 
hoofed it fI'lottn an area 
north of Kontum called 
Plateau Gi to about 14 killo­
meter.s southwffit of the An 
Khe base camp, a distance 
of some 72 kHometers. 

S!Jpportli:ng artillery and 
engineer u.n:its were leap­
frogged"'by helicopter behind 
the advancing ai.tj cavaJ.ry­
men, proVi:ding cointiinuous 
fire support. 

T.he reconnaissa-nce pla­
toon of D C9. found 
the V:iet Cong way station -
three sleeping huts, a mess 
hall a.nd a dispensairy. 

The trooperrs came across 
clothing, three radios and 
a pile of pr:opaganda mate-

rial for use in nearby Vil­
lages. 

The entire area was honey­
combed wirth tunnels and 
12 foQ/t deep bomb shelters. 

Running water was avaii­
lable through the use of 
bamboo pi~. which led to 

a dammed-UJP stream. Trees 
h,ad been bent out of shape 
by the use of vines to 

\ -
camoUJflage the huts. rn 
smne cases trees, had beien 
entirely uprooted and set in 
new pla.ces . . 

Cav. offilcials said this 
was to <:onceaJ the com­
pound from the prymg eye!!' 
of U .'8. planes and helicop­
ters. 

The entire compound was 
burned by the cavalrymen, 
after they had photograph­
ed everything of intelli~nce. 

value and taken the radios. 

THE CA V ALAIR is published week-ly under 
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Cavalry· Division (Airmobile) and is an·1\11J;,horized 
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Pa trio ti c Ci vi I i a n Se rv ice 
Award Received By Columbus 
Georgia Newspaper Reporter 

CAMP RADCLIFF - Newspaper . reporter Charles 
Black of the Columbus, Georgia Enquirer, received 
the patriotic Civilian Service Award from the Oept. 
of the Ar.my in a brief ceremony held at Nha Tra:ng 
recently. 

Black, known to his hun- . cc ••.• this is the highest a­
d.reds of service acquiain.. ward which .can Qe' given 
tances as <~Charlie,» accept- without congressi~nat' ac­
ed the certificate from: Maj. tion. It comes fr~ the 

. Gen. Harry W. 0. K:i1;mard, theatre c1>mmander (Gen. 
former ist ..A..iri Gav. Di'v. Waters) and . you are the 
commander, who presented .first and . only man to ha.ye 
it iin the name of Gell(. - received this · aiward in Viet­
J ohn K. Waters, the com- nam. It is the first and only 
mander of U.S. Army Pa- one that- has been given 
cific. .here.» 

Ktnnard 'is temporarily 
the commander of Fi.eild 
lForce I, until ·Maj. Gen; 
Staniiey Larsen, the regular 
C. G., returns from a 
month-long leave. 

Black, who followed the 
1,st Air Oav. Div. from it"s 
earliest beg'innings as the 
U11h AiT Assall/lt Div., at 
'Fort Benning, has establish­
ed -a. reputatti.cm !or sk:iiled 
reporving under even the 
most h::i.zar;do~ combat sit­
uations. , His accounts of 

life. in the Oav. Di·v. were 
read avidly by the thcru­
sands of dependents in Co-

lumbus, and he becam.e 
will kno\vn · by literalil.y 
hu,nrlreds of CavaJ,cymen 
from GenernJ. tol private. 

As. he presented the a­
ward, Gen. Kinnard said 

Black siaidi eel feel o,verly 
honored·. These are my 
friends over here. I've ·

1 
c&v­

ered them on ma~uevers 

and in Vietnam for so long­
thait ~ fell a deep kinship 
Wfi'th 'them. !JI don't r.ea.Uy 
feel this is something rve 
earned, ... but it is 'soopething 
I will try to live up to .» 

Award Announced 
" AN JQ{E,' ~· A unit oi . q1e 

1st Da,v. Div.'s 1st Bde has 
been awarded the Combat 
:tnJfil¥1try Streamer. 

The Uillit, HHC of the 1st 
Bde. (Airborne},. was aw.ar:dr­

ed the coveted blue banner 
because 65 per cent of i.t's. 
ai.~thorized strength has 
been awarded the Comba.t. 
Infantry Bad·ge. 

·From Georgia, . With · Love ..• 
CAMP RADCLlff - When Charlie Black left the 

Columbus, Ga., airport on the first leg of his trip 
to Vietnam, he carried with him a present from the 
people of Ge·orgia to the men of the 1st Cav. Div. 

The pr.ooent was two 
flags, one the Georgi.a St\ate 
coll.ors, the otlher the Col.UiIIl­
bus city fla.g. 

lt ·was t~ first time that 
there ·had Vver been a Co-

lumbus flag. Mayor B. Ed. 
Johnson &.ndi the six com­

missioners Qf the City Com­
mission had una-nimously 
app,roved a resoluti'on adopt­
ing the Anµy;'s o~ly air­

mobile div., and decre.cd 
that a city flag be sent ac­
companyin.g the resolution. 
A little investigation reveal­
ed that although a design 
for a fiag existed, there had 
n,ever been· one made. A 
cra,sh project was initiated, 

and a flag was create"d 'for 
the oeeasion. 

,.,.<' 

The Oolumbus Enquirer's 

chime Black, who has re­
ported the activities of the 
Div. since tt'si creation as: 
the then 11th Ail" · Assault 

•IJiv: at ' Fort Benning, Ga. .• 
some three years ag01, was 
selected to r,e1present the 
people of CO'lumbiw, aJJd to. 
deliver the flags. 

The state flag was ' sent 
b.v the le~Sl.a.ture in At­
lanta, and the law makers 
had aJ.so appro~ec:I: thei 'cons­
truction of a monument to. 

the Div. When the 16,0:JO 
man Div. departed from 
(Fort Bennli.ng last swnmer-. 
same 4,000 . dependent fa­
milles of the Cav. troopers 
remained in IJ.ea.J"by Oolum.­
btm, and the entire . com­
mlllility has maintained a 
h i.gh level of ~nterest . in 
the activities of the Div. 
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Mountain Youth 
To Grow Up And 
Fight the 'Viet 

Wants 
Help 

Minh' 
By PFC John White 

AN· ~HE - Kim tai-Tboia, 14, is now on the road 
to Enakmg a better per1>on c.1f hi,mself thanks to the 
U.S. Army . 

. During a patrol IS miles south of An Khe, in the 
hill country inhabited by Montagnard tribesmen a 
group of Americans came across the young boy. The 
patrol returned to the 1st Cav. Div base camp and 
brought the boy along. He was taken to the I Sth Med. 
Bn., where he had his first haircut and was introduc­
ed to a shower. 

After a few weeks passed Duoc Vu, if they could adopt 
with the· IMedics, «Toi» as the boy. Vu said that he had 
he was now called, was as­
sisted in returning to hio 

family. The trip was tiring 

because of the bad wea.ther 

and tihe fact that a chop. 

per could not land in the 

jungle terrain. After the 

groUJp reached the area 

where the boy was found, 

·Toi COIUld not locate his 
home or h is family. 

planne•d .t'o send Tc•i to the 

orphanage in Qui Nhon but 

would allow the boy to stay 
with the team. 

Toi ha.cl never attended 
scho•otl - he speaks «Ba­

naar, » a montagnard dia­

lect, and a little Vletaa;nese. 

E:e is very observant, and 

very quickly learned to use 

toilet facillities proper'l.y, 
sho·wer daily, and brush 'his 
teeth after every meal. 

END OF THE LINE - Viet Cong priso,ners captured during Operation Davy Crockett are 
' interegaled - by a <.:av troo-per: 1'he V.C. are part of a Battalion which was pracLicallg 

anihilaled by the 3rd Brigade. (PHOTO BY MAJOR CHARLES SILER) 

As the men were return­

ing, Toi gav'e way to ex­
hauDtion and E.p5 Ja:mes 

Hill, of LiLli.ngton, N.O., 

who is a.ttached to the Div .'s 
Medical Eva.cuatiO'Il. helicop­
ter company, lent a help­
ing hand by carrying the 

boy for the resit of the trip. 

He has been enrolled in 

a summer schooi so that 
he can learn to speak Viet­
P..1-ri:lere. E:ii.nce his arrival 
with the advisors, T oi has 
become a full-fledged mem­

ber O•f the «i3ong Ba» Boy 
S1cout troop. The team has: 

purchasled clothes and a 

scout u.rtiform for the boy 
to help ltim fit in with the· 
other chilldren. 

Third Brigade ·S-3 Officer 
Promoted And Awarded Medal 

AN KHE - Maj. Gregory 
P. Dillon of Tl.IBcaloooa, 
Ala., was the recipient of a 
double honor recently when 

New Zealand 
Ambassador 
Visits c ·av 

CAMP RACLIFFF, - The 
most recent vistor to the 
1st Cav. Div. was Maj. Gen., 
Sir Stephen Weir., the a-m­

rbasslal~o~ ,to Vietnam frQm 
New Zealand. He was accor.m­
panJieci on his visit by ten 
New Zealand governme:ht of­
ficials. 

Gen. Weir was met at 
the An Khe airport by oa.v. 
Div. Chief of Staff, Coil. 
George S. Beatty. 

The ambassador and his 
nartY received briefings! on 
fu.~1gience, logistical oper­
ations, an:d civic affairs b(Y 
division s~afi officers. 

Later in the day WeJ.r and 
his pa:rtt'Y toured the weap­
ons museum. SMaij. Chester 
Westenrelt acted as hi.s 
gUJide. 

After the touri was com­
pleted, Mr. Weir and his 
party went to thei An Khe 
air'field from which they 
departed for their next stop. 

he was promoted to his pre­
, ·sent rank a...TJ.d was awardeci 

the B~'Qnze Sitar Medal with 
«V» device for herotillm. 

The Third Br:gade &-3 Of­
ficer was participati..ng in 
Operation Dayy Crockett, on 
the Bong Son coastal pilain 
fifty · m:i:les north of Qui 

Nhon, when he received a 
phone cal'.l from Ool. Tho~ 

mas W . . Brown, fortnier 
3rd Brigade Conunan:deT, 
informilng him of his pro­
motion. 

At an awards ceremony 
recellltly held ini the <<Garry 
Owaru> Brigade Headquar­

ters area, he was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal for 
l1Jis persona.I actions during 
the ba.ttJ.e of the Ia Drang 
River Valley last November .. 

On November 15th, while 
his Ull1ilt, the 1st Bn., 7th 
C'a v., was engagec:IJ against 
a . superior force of North 
Vietnarp.ese Regulars near 
the Ohu Pong; ~ol\.Ultain, 

Maj. DNJ.on biJ."!aved int,ense 
enemy fire while plac:iJilg 
signal smoke and landing 
panel markers foc resupply 
h elicopters. Three times dur ­
ing the day he exposed him­
salf to heavy automatic 
weapons 'fire to guide in the 

badly needed _supipilies. 
Gol.. Hal 'Moore, , Third 

Bde. 0.0. presented the 
award to Maj. Dillon. 

After he ·spent a few days 

wt th the Cav. , Advisory 

Team 2.'7, the team asked the 
Dlsitrict Chief, Mr . Tran 

Special 'Numba' For Charlie .. 
BONG SON - A 1st Cav. Div. Arty. Bn. fired its 

100,00Uth shell while in support of lhe third Bde. 
on Operation Davy Crockett. · 

The 1st Bn., 21st Arty. used the round while firing 
an offensive concentration in support of the 1st Bo., 
7th Cav " 

A 105mm howitzer outfit, the battalion has earned 
itself the nickname of ·"Terrills Mountain · Raiders., 
by ·airlifting its weapons to almost every sector of 
the South Cel;ltral Highlands. Lt. Col Ernest P. Ter­
ril.Ii Jr". of Chickasha, Okla., is !he Bn. C.O. 

The 100,000th round was.loaded by Col Terri]) and 
fired by Col Williani F. Brand, .Div. Arty. Cornmader. 

In another effort to find' 

the boy's parents, the team 

recorded Tai's voice on tape 
and had an Mr'plla:ne fly 

over hlis mountain home 

area with a loudspeaker 
playing a voice message for 
his parents to come fo.J. .. 

him, buJt there was no suc-­
cess. 

T<Jli. mis.sles his pa.rents,. 
and at first didn't likei t0> 

go to school, but now the 

frowns are turning into 
smiles. 

One day, T(}i announced, 

«When I gr0tw µp, I want 

to be an American sold.ier­

and return to fight the Viet 

Minh.» 

L'tke many people in the 

mountaiih: areas without ra­
dios or, modern communic­

ations, Toi • believed that 

the Viet Minh were still 
figihting in South Vietnam 
and didn't even. know that 
tihe Viet Cong existed. 
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I ' That long Sandy Beach 
.~ ~ 

Cava lrY. T mopers Beco~e ., Flyi·Og ' · 
Porpoises 4t l\n Khe' S

1 
Swi .. mjng ·H,ple 

AN KHE - Water, Water everywhere, but not a bit to drink. The Sky 
troopers of the lst Cav. Div .. · are turning· into regnlar airborne porpoises as 
they ignore the old Air Force song, "Up we go iu lo the Wild 8lue Yonder." 

These modern Sky Troop- sa.fety pro·giram · has · been the safety program and 
ers, even though they lov·e installed. what it involves. The waters 
to give cha;r'1ie the short end In spea.king of water safe- of the Ba are treacherous, 
Qf the order they lov:e ty, it might- be a good thing caution and safety s.hou:1d 
to get back down to earth to check with your units on be exercised. and practiced. 

once ancL a while. What bet­
ter way to keep in a «Fluid 
c;tate,» than by diving, 

sp~ashilngj, dunking, a.rrd 

just lazily floating in their 
own prirvate swim.ming po?l. 

The pure source of the 
pool hasl been around 
since as long as anyone 
cares to ram.ember. In the 
form of the River Ba, it 
wi.•nds its way slowly t o-

warcl, the b1g daddy of all 
swimmingi pools,' the Paci.fie 
Ocean. It .took the men of 
the 70Ch'. Eng. Bn., 1st Gav. 

Div., and the determined 
1ng~nud:ty of The American 

soldier, to move the moun­
tains of soil and tame the 

• I 
mighty . Ba into /°' <(Cav. 
Water Wonderland.» 

Spec~! Services has re­
cruii ted life guards, and 
-some benevolent person, 
with a bit cf luck, turned 
up a ten h ors:epower ou.t­
boardi motor boat. Where in 
the Oentra.l Highlands • Gf 
:Vietn,iaim this was . found, 
oillly this benevolent 'persion 

cOUild know. Floats have 
been installed and a water 

Bronze 
For Cool 

Star Recommended 
Headed Trooper 

By SSgt Charles Jameson 
CAMP RADCLIFF, - A machine guns and small 

cool h eaded Cav. artil­
leryman who stayed at his 
post 1.llilder heavy ft.re has 
been recommended for the 
Bronze Star MedaJ. 

SFC Adrian E'.:l.rgeron, of 
CloiLUIIIlbUiS, Ga,. , the Chief 
Surveyor for Cav. Div. Arty., 
was in ~· ten vehicle convey 
near Pleiku when one of .the 
trucks struck a land mine. 

' Bargeron jumped out a[ 

his t r uck and rushed l(o the 
disabled truck, where he 

· found th~t six oif his men 
were wounded. , 

While he gave first aid · to 
these men, he directed the 
rem'.ainder to .take up defen­
sive positions, since h e fear­
ed the Viet Ocmg might at­
tack the stalled convoy -

· ~nd sure enough, within 
minutes a squ ad of the 
.guerillas were , seen mo1vin5 
'through the jungle. 

+s the VC attacked with 

arms, Bargeron giot on the 
radio a.nd called fo~- Aerial 
Rocket Artillery support. He 
stayed on t he air, exposed 
to enemy fire, while the con­
vo'y command~, c,a,:pt . . ~i­
ley J . MoVey, led ' 1 ccU,n­
ter attack against the am-
bushers. . ~" . · 
, As the rocket-lafiln heli­

' copters, gud.ded .. by~· Barge­
ron:s rad.ioed P:\rectiohs, 

~ smashed the Viet Ooi;i.g t he 
communists took flight into 
the jungU.e. 

BULLETIN ' 
Due to fhe Rapid 

rotation of 1st Cav Per­
sonnel, Life Guards for 
the New Pool are at a 
Premium. Afly One Who 
is a Qualified L if e 
Guard Should Contact 
Special Services as soon 
as Possible. · 

* 

The sign reads 
'

1 d a n g er d e e p 
water," and the 
sign is as true as 
can be, the pool 
is nothing but the 
river Ba. 
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Another Use For An Air Mattress 
Photos By Sp5 MARV Wolf 

The Swimmer 

Think I'll Just Catch Forty Winks 

* 

* 
* 

' 

t 
A flocit in the 

middle ·ofth~ pool 

becomes a place 

to co n g r·e g a t e 

and frolick. 

CAVALAIR 

" 

Cool, Cool Water 
.. 

I• 

~· -·-- ------··· 

I Love To Swim! 
/ 
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CAVALAIR 

STEADY H4.NDS - Doc/op; of the 2nd Mobile Surgical Hospital (MASH) .operate on. a 
wounded s6ldier of the 1st Cav. The hospital has opernted on over 950 soldiers since zts 
arrival in Vietnam. (U.S. ARMY PHOTO) 

Mobile Hospital Cares 
For A Variety Of PatieOts 

By PFC Richard Biever 

CAMP RADCLIF - The 2nd Mobile Surgical Hospital sometimes called. the 
'2nd MASH, a unit serving with 1st Cav. Oiv., has received their 1,000th pahenL 
The .2nd MASH came to to the An Khe area early last November. ' . 

s:n.ce then they have 
"reated m.a.rey patients that 
didn't belonig to the U.S. 
AmlY~ 

T~1ey've handled Air For­
ce patients, &>uth Vietnam­
ese, ar.:d even Viet Cong. 
'Capt. Daniel 'J. A:co~a.. 
30, of K.allam.azoo, Michie. 
gan, the hospital adju:tant, 
said, «We've even treated 
two V..C. One was shot in 
the chest with an M-16 rifle 
but he recovered fully.» 

The hoopi.tail bas enough 
bed space to take ca.re of 
140 men. They have eight 
femaJe and nme ma.le nur­
ses, and 15 doctors. The ba­
lance of the sllaff include 
tlhree Med.ioo.J. SerVice Corps 
Officers and 114 enlisted 
medics. 

According to Acosta, after 

patients are received , they 
are moved to the·· pre-ope1·­
ation room or the X-ray 
ward, andl then to the 'Sur­
gi~ department if an 
operation is required. <eWe 
have a post-operation room 
w:here the pati~nt can ht> 
kept until he can be trans­
ferred to the 85th Evacu­
ation Hospital at Qui Nhon. 
The pat~ents aTe not kept 
here any longer than ne•::es­
sary ,n said Acosta. 

There is a heli-pad adja­
cent to the hospital and, 
according to•Oapt. Acosta, 
this and the excellent equip­
ment and dedicated person­
nel have contributed to the 
success of the hospitaJ. <cl 
think our equipment is just 
as good as that in the non­
com bat areas. We have ah 

excellent iiboratory and 
pharmacy as wel~ as many 
m4ildica1! books f~ tp.~1 "doc­
tors.» 

The MA.SH has perform­
ed more thami 950! operations 
since it's arriva:I. in the 
Oamp Radcliff area. «On 
one occasion,)) said AC'0'S1ta, 
«the mess• crew brought the 
supper down to the hospital 
so that the doctors wouldn't 
have to leave while they 
had patients to be taken 
ca.re of.» He added that 
«Once we had 75 patients 
within six bouts and within 
twelve hours they had all 
been operated on.» 

The 2nd Stlirgacal Hospi­
tal is commanded by Col. 
lFra.nc:i.9 Dimond, Jr., of Au­
gusta, Ga. 
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During Hand To Hand Figting: 

Cav·. 
vc 

Troops 
Suicide 

Rep~lse 
Attacks 

CAMP RADCLIFF - A company from the 1st Air 
Cav. Div. 's 2nd Bn., 8th Cav. was on a mission in 
the Vinh Thanh Happy Valley area recently. Their­
mission was to make contact with what was expected 
to be a platoon of North Vietnamese. 

Contact wa:s made, for us like a bunch of Indians , . 
there were hard core North and with a terrific am()IUilt 
Vietnamese tP,ere, "but il 
~urned out to be a regiment. 
capt. J. D. Qoil.eman, the 
0.0. of «B» company, wa:s 
leading his men on ppera­
tion Crazy Horse~ capt. Co- . 
~emans' 1st Sgt. is Ronald 
.A. Koebbe, 35, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Koebbe ·said, «I've got 19 
years in the Army and I 
hope I never get into th:l.t 
sit;uation again.» 

«We landed in Happy Val­
ley and started up the DlA>Ull­

tain by platoons, we ran into 
punjii sticks, booby traps, 
and coomnU!llication lines,» 

said Koebbe, ciWe never 
realized 01111' suspected pl:v 
toon was a regiment until 

they opened fire an'.d pinne:l 
down the first platoon. 1We 
were going to withdraw and 
call in the artillery fire but 

. we couldn't ].eave the first 
platoon. The North Viet-

/ 

namese were using mC>rtars, 

, M-79's, reoo.iless rill.es and 

hand grena~.es to keep ·us 
pinned down. Finally «A» 
company came in to rein­

force us.n Koebbe went to 
say, «MY hig;geSlli shock of 
the encounter was when two 
Vietnamese interpreters and 

a Special. Forces Sgt. who 
were lying shoulder to 

shoulder with me, were hit 
by, machine gun :fire and I 
wasn't touched.>1 Koebbe did 

recei:ve a sniper rouiil.d in 
the upper J.eft arm and had 
two :rliibs broken, later on .. . 

Koebbe said, «What saved 
us was our company com­
mander', Capt. Oo.Ieman. He 
never flinched or changed 
his voice during the whole 
encounter. He just stayed 
on the telephone and kept 
the men's moraJ up by tell­
ing us that reinforcements 
were on the way.n 

At one point «B» company 
set off' a smoke screen 
around the perimeter of 
their defense so that rocket 
ships coUlld get help into 
them, but the enemy 

thought it was a shield for 
the Ameiricans' retreat. 
Koebbe added, «This is 
where the real 'fighting be­
gan. They came charging1 at 

of' fire power we were able 
to turn them back.» «Some 

I 

of the men that we ex.tpected. 
to be wise gtzys and b!:g-

mouths turned out to be our 
best ·soldiers when the going­
got tough.» <<B» company 
can be proud of the}r men 

because not one man panick­
ed, everyone did th'€! job 
that was expected of . htm.» 

1st .Sgt. Koebbe has been 
reoommended for a Silver 
Star for hts efforts in the 

_encOlll.Ilter. Koebbe's wife 
C'o[etta anq five chUdren 

· live in Cincinnati, Ohi.o. He 

also has 191 brothers and 
·sisters living in the Oinc~n­
nati area. 

PX Order House 
Opens At An Khe 

AN !KHE - The newest 
joy in this part of Viet­
nam is the PX order house. 
and the lst Air Gav. Div. 
PX has opened it. 

The Ca v. tro.ops will b.e able 
to order anything fro.m :fish­

ing tackle to new cars_ 
There are presently 19 s.epe­
rate catalogs to choose from, 
and will soon be many 
more. 

A few of the things that 
may be ordered now are: 
China, cameras, jewelry. 
radios, tape recorders, Hi-' 
Fi equipment, binoctilars, '"i 
T.V.s 'fisihing tackle, silver-1 

ware, jewelry boxes, and 
many other attractiv:e and 
usef'Ull. gilts. The excharrge 
plans to .start . sellillg new 
cars in the near future. 
along with cu1Stom m~de 

SUJitJs a.ind! othe>r concession­
aire items. 

Whatever is ordered may 
·be delli'Vered either here or 
in the States. The one ~catch 
is that '1.nythingi manufac­
tured in the United States 
must be . delivered outside 
the U.S. 

SSgt. Richard Allen, of 
Muncy, Pa. will. run the or­
der. house and it will be O,Pen 

from Monday thru Satur­
day, 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
and 1:00 PM' to 4:00 PM. 
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. AN K HE C UTTIE- Capt. G,eorge Willimore, the civic affairs officer with the 11th aviation 
group sags "Hi" to ol\e of his young friends. (U.S. ARMY PHOTO by Sp5 Marv Wolf) 

A Fact Of History: 

.One Way To A People.s H0art 

.Is Through Their Stomachs 
By Sp5 Marv Wolf 

CAMP RADCLIFF...- Napoleon Bonaparte wrote that an army travels on its 
~~omach. M_ao Tzse Tuag said that an army should swim among the people 
like a fish m an ocean. 

Both were referring to the 
.problem of feeding the 
troops. 

The stomachs of the North 
Vietnlaniese ~ and the Viet 
Cong-peas1aht so:i.dliers must 
be :fillled with rice, and the 
vast majority of that rice · 
musti come from .the people 
of the SOIUth 

AccO!rding to a recent a.r-
1 °tiole in Comm.anders Digest, 

,an: official Depantment of 

Defense publ1rat~on, it takes 
about two pounds of rice 
.a day to. feed a North Viet­
namese 'OI'I Viet Cong -
or a ton a day foT an enemy 
regtimen.t. 

Th;.SI riqe in the past was 
taxed from the local farm­
ers in whatever area the 
unlit was operating in. Ih 
:order to per,suade the poor 
peasant(:) ,tQ grlye up part od' . 
the.ir only source -of incQlllle, ,' 
the cOiffimu;nis~s used., at 
var'ious times, pers~asive 

appeails to the loyalties of 
the farmers, various taxes 
:for wh:ich ·ooane service, like 
protectli.on frtoirn the govern- 1 

ment forces, was to be given 
in return, and extortion. 
The ex:Uortion ran from 
'.Simple threats tOI mass eX(e­
~UltiCU'lS and wholes~le con­
tfj.scatioin of a village or 
hamlet'.s entire rice store. 

hlliildreds of local peas.ants 
were iJID.pressed as human 
·pa<:k anli)rn.aJ.s and the rice 
taken a CO\Il.Siderahle dis-
tance :iinto the mountains. 

The rice m.igtht be in ba.gs, 
or it n;llght be loose, but a.II . 
the same the cache was 
usually welJ. hi!dden - a.nd 
since the porters who car­
ried w:ere usually WOil:kej 
dunngi the hours of · da.rk­
nkss, guided by a few armed, 
hard core· communists, ll10 

one in the viJl.lages ever 
knew exactily where the 
rice was. 
W~en the lSJt Air Cav. D~v. 

arrived in Vietnam last. fall, 
they immediately stai.1;ed 
.offensive operations aga:inst 
the commulilists. Large area;s 
of formerly Viet Oong con­
trqlled territory ~ere 

broug:P,t back ~nder nation­
al government . prot,t,ection. 

Thi's led to the discovery 
of the locaa caches of vc 
rice, since the local popul­
ace generallly knew where 
it was kept and would lead 
the cav<alr:hmen to the site. 

Bong Son, near; the coast. 
putblic, air Cavalry un:its 
have found! more than 750 
tons !Ji! rice, according to 
div.i.Slio..n oifnCUals. 

When possible captured 
rice is evacuated, and :usual­
ly_ turned O'V"etr to the pro­
vince Qir di.Sltrict chief for 
dii.sftribiuJt:ipn to the needy, 
esipeci:ally . the ref~aes, 

many o~ whom arrive at go­
vernment relocaton centers 
with litt!I.e more than the 
cJ:othes on their backs. Of~ 
ten, the very same Villagers 
who were forced to give up 
their rice as Viet Cong ta.xes 
get it back thr01Ugh thisi lo­
cal official of the central 
goverllim.ent. 
~ured enemy food-. 

stuffs tha,t can't be qUJickly 
evacu,ated are usually burn­
ed - but in either case the 
storage area.s a.re destroyed 
and the rte~ denied to the 
enemy. 

Sev.en hun~d.,fi,fty tons 
is enowgh to fill the long-, 
canvas sacks the communi'st 
sOtldiers . carry over their 
shou14ers as a weeks ration 
more than 1,000,000 times, 
or feed a North Vietnamese 
regim.ent for 'two years. 

I 

Or to put it another way, 
it's enOIU.g)h daily rioe to 
su.ppmt all the North Viet­
ttamese, Viet Oong main 
force, Vi·et Cong local force 
and informers, ·symphathi­
sers and agents in all of 

f 
( 
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Chaplains Diary 
By Chaplain Edwin R. Andrew~ 

«Would you come ewer herie, Cha.Pila.in? We ba..ve 
something to show you!» 

The invitation &im.e whire Chapl;a.in. RaJ,ph Curclo 
wi:i.s maki.ing his rounds at Landing Zone POOJY. 'the 
flat, -Sandy spot in curve of the SI.on River where 
Second Brigade was based durin!g tihe Bong So.ti cam­
paign. 

It was late afternoon, and the ~fierce heat •m !tble 
day was ·slowly dying; 'SOlldiers were gia.thered in talk­
ative . clu;ters around their pup tents. relaxing Xrom 
the day's sear~h for the enemy. 

QJ::!.aplain Curcio accepted. the invitation, and joined 
a groop of men giatheredi around the battalion's Viet­
namese interpreter, who had been put to wo-rk trans­
lating from a small book of poems. After listening t0 
seV'eraJ, the chaplain dug a scrap of paper.· out of his 
pock.et and copied the best one; even with metei.· and 
ryme dai."llaged in translation, it still had real meaning;: 

Ra Di: 

I hav~ gone far from my friends, 
Far from home and the face of my mother, 

F;u froni the S()Und of my mother's sing:ing, 

Far from my_ loved ones. 
I went out wishing to be victorious at once, 

Return to my_ hom.e village at onee, 
Return to DlY. beloved home, 

Return to the place wher.e my moflier waits Tor m~ 

In the gathering dusk, one of the soldiers spoke.. 
«You k.nGW, I like that on.e. It - well, these folks art: 
human just like we are. I hate the enemy"s guts 
when I'm in the field, looking down a. rifle barrel at 
him, but - well, like I said, they're huJDan too. Else 
why wouild they· write something like that?» l 

«What do YCl!U'> mean, enenzy.h.~. Ula cha:Pla.i 
«Where'd the book come from?» 

Anothe·r so[dier spoke up. <Ctt's my book, Ohapl.a.in. 
YOIU know we were out on this search and des.tro:y 
missicm this morning? Well, we had to cross a field 
that was pretty well cove1·ed with Viet c ·ong bodies 
- proba.bly from some artillery barrage or air strike. 

«l fou:nd the book of pcems there.» 

Cav 
To 

Soldier 'Courts 
Save Buddies' 

DeatW 
Lives 

CAMP RADCLIFF...- A heroic paralroop'er,. ~{ 
Carl W. Knebd of Jasper, Ind,, assigned to .a .Co .... 
1st Ba., 12Lh Airborne Cav., recenuy proved .the 
meaning uf '"fo cairy on," and in spite of a. seve.re 
ueadwound, managed to safely cover bis men d,uring 
a dramatic withdrawal· 
Th~ 22 year-old fire-team 

leader and his team were 
providing coveri:i;ig fire for 
several wounded soldiers be­
ing evacuated duxing a 
!fierce engagement in , Quan 
Phu My Province on the 
SID'llth China Sea on Februa-J 
ry 24. 

Foilloiwingt the evacuaticm 
af the. wOIUllded from the 
front lines, Knebel ordered 
hiS men to pull back while 
be ail.on~ provided covering 
fire with an M-60 macbin­
gun. 

lWlith th'3 highest degree 
of skill and daring, Knebel 
deliberately exposed him-

enemy fire into himself and 
off his men. 

Firing contan.u.ow: .bursts 
fr

0

om his e:i;:posed position, 
enemy fire was ~om:entra:ted 
on hiS m.achin.e-gun and 
during the course a.f the 
manel.llVer, Knebel was 
wounded in t he head. 

Despite the 
wound, be ce>ntinued to fire 
upon the etnemy positicms 
until the last 'man had mov­
'ed to the rear and safety .. 
at which tilme he himself 
withdrew. 

This rice vlas then hoard­
-ed by the communists until 
the n:eeded it - ·somet'i.mes 
·1n the same vtlla.ge where 
it was taxed, sometimes it · 

·was carriedJ a short distance 
::away and hidden - often 

As the airmoib~1le troopers 
begian to use their mechan­
ical wings in more sophis­
ticated ways, landing near 
the tops ~f thicklY--jungled 
rawr-.s.harp mountai'ns and 
waJ.king down the slopes, 
lager and premusly invio­
late caches wer~ uncovered. 
The lar~t hauJ. by an adr 
cava.Jry unit was moi.·e 
than 90 tons, uncovered. by 
a squad from the 2nd Bn., 
12th cav., in the wilds· ab()!'fe 

South Vietnam for q.early self in order to better cover 
four days. the wi'thdr.awal and maw 

Knebel is curren'tly re­
covering from bis, wo.unds 
in the States. He has been 
awal"dN!d. the Bronze Stair' 
for h.:iroism. 



\ \ 

·, 

Page 8 CAVALAIR 
(~~ 

June 2, 1966 

Super~ Dupper l 
Hootc·h Contest 

AN KHE- A conte~t to. decide on just how ingen­
ous the 1st Cav. f1ghtmg troops really are was 
announced by the Information Office fecently. 

Since the Div. arrived in Vietnam in September., 
along with giving the VC headaches, it has been 
improving Hs living conditions. A cpntest to see 
who has · the best hooch will begin June 10, and 
end June 23. · 

.The w.iri'n~ng photograph~. and the runners-up 
will be run m the June 30th issue of the Cavalair. »· . 
"the grand prize will be an all Expense paid trip to 
tbe . Uniteq States,,on .-yo·ur rotation day.'' 

~ . Send a clear print to the Informatiou Office, ATTN: 
. ·Hootch Judge, through your message center. Photo­

graphic service is avaliable by calling An Khe, 172: 

Cav Orientati'on Is First H«Jnd· 
Sp4 Edward Haynes 

. .As ·soon as po$-s;ible, all re­
placements are given. train-

' i/ ing on the <~Trooper Lad-· 

TO KEEP OUT THE RAIN- A young Vietnamese girl begins th'e long task of fashionjng 
straw into bundles for the roof of her home. (US ARMY PHOTO By Sp5 Marv Wolf) 

AN ·KHE - «Welcome 
to the First Gav. Div. 
He.re is your M-16 ri·fle, 
this is your ammunition: and 
here is the rest of you.r 
equipment. L-Oad on the 
trucks, we are going to com­
bat. i.!n ten minu1tes1. Good 
luck.» 

der'.» The trooper -la.cider is 
a piece of eqU!ipment unique 
to the Air' Moibi'le Division. 
Oft.en a heiliCi:>!Pter cannot 
land in the1 dc~nse joogle, so 
it . wi11 hover overhead, pas~ 
sible as hi.ghl overhead as1 65 

.feet, whi.:le the men cli.mb 
down a steel rope laddef 
with atl.uminum rungs. The 
troops also receive ·training 
tn rapelling, which is a 
quicker way ta accompili&h 
the same thing, except the 
men slide down a rope. 

Sweetheart I 
Of The Week . 

WEEK - Eileen Black, the 
charming wife of Sp4 lra 
Black of the 1st Air CavaJ.­
ry'.s Information Office is 

· thi:s week's Oa.vaJ.ry Ou.t"ie. 

EILEEN BLA~K 

All residents of Catnp 
Radcli:fll are eligiblle to enter 
a photo· of their wife, sweet­

heart, slister, rnr whatever, 
and a c:listi.ngu!ilslhed · pane•l 
oif girl watchers in the l'n­
forma.tion Office will make 
a weekly sellection. Any 
olea.r picture, sent to the 

Info.rmat>ion Office, 1Slt Air 
oavatl.ry Div>ision, APO 
964·90, ATTN: Sweetheart of 

the Week Editor, · will: re­
ceitve cons.i.dera.tion . .Ml pho~ 

tos will be reitLµ'n.ed, provid­
ing th:at a 'seUi addressed 
envelope is encJooect. , 

Four Footed Friend 
Saves Two Legged Masters 

'S.p4 NICK PAUADINO' ' ,' . 

AN KHE, - A dog is a 
man"s besr; friend and Lux 
.a patro•l dog. for the 1st 
Air Oav Div'. has made at 
J.east one unlit a 'firm believ­
er in the old saying, since 
he probably saved most ·of 
their lives on a recent oper­
ation. 

Lt .. William C. Comee, Jr., 
a platoon! leader with Com­
pany B of • the Cav.'s 2nd 
Bn., 12th Cav. was leading 
his platoon on( a patrol 
using Lux on the point. 

«We were mo~il1lg, thr'ough 
a draw at the' base of a 
moUJnta:i.n when Lux ' stopped 
and s1ta.rted .bar·kihg,» the 
Houston, Tex., · officer sa.id .. 

' . 
·The;-han.dler, Tran Quang 

Thi.nh, a Vietnames~ soldier , 
attached to the Oav. p"Ullled 
his pistol, but was immedi:i.t­
ely dropped by ap. enemy 
bUJllert. 

He emptied his magazine 
at the VO. A ·medic rushed 
in and carried. the wounded 
handller ta sa.fety a,s the pa.­
troJ. , changed course and 
contact with the enemy .was 
broken. 

T!?-e following day, Lt. 
Comee led bi's men through 
the same area. They found 
a serie~ of bunkers about 50 
meters from where Lux 
staT:ted barking. 

a gttoup of people had re­
cently evacuated the a.rea.. 

<<We'd estilmaie · about 25 
or 30 enemy JoU.diers. had 
been la.yingi in wait :for us,» 
the Lt. said. Comee- sa.i:d 
if the do1g hadn't sound­
ed the alarm he and his men 
would haNe fallen victims 
to a well~Pl¥l.lled ambush. 

The 26-year-oild cavaJ.ry 
officer said he was a little 
doubtfuil. about the worth of 
patrol dogs before this_inci­
dent, but now ne's firmly 
sold on the value of dogl1 
like Lux. 

Almost butl- no1J quite, this 
i's the greeting men get on 
arrival at the replacem.ent 
·detachment before they are 
assigned to · a unit. Their 
unit · wiill COI1'tinue their 
briefing · if circumstances 
pe1~mit. ·The repbcement~ 
get orientaticm on Espiri•t ~e 
Gorps, instruct:i.on and: firing 
the M-16 rifle, and dry run 
patrols when possible. The 
platoon leader and squad 
leader take over anQ. explain 
the new man's job. 

The moist cruciail part of 
his traini.ing wiill be conduct­
ed under the «Bud:dy S\YS· 

tern.», where he will be put 
with an experfonce'd soldier 
·when he .goes into combat. 

The grass was flattened • 
down andl debris was scat­
tered leaving the impression 

PRES~NT FOR Cl/ARLIE - Gav Artillery near the figh­
ting areas prepares to give support to troops engaging the 
enemy. (US ARMY PHOTO) 

Another first on the it.rain,.: 
ing roster is familtarization 
'firing of their· M-16 rifle and 
a.ny othel'I weapon they may' 
be ass1igned. 

Md.st of,_ the replacement 
training is On the Job Train­
ing - Combat OJT. 

Davy Crockett · 
(Continued From Page I) 

Col. John J. Hc~nnesse~, 

1st Bde C.O., s,ensed tha.t 
the enemy , wouil.d attempt 
to escape to the north, inte 
th~ Crow's Foot area ·south­
west of Bong Son, and to 
the easf(;, into the Sou ca 
Valley. 

Landing zones were hack­
ed out of the heavy jungie 
to the north and: east of the 
battle area and Oav. troop~ 
ers set up plucking posd.tions 
in those landing zones Gav. 
un.i:ts tn contact with the 
Viet Gong forces pushed the 
enemy into . the· . ·blocking 
po:Sitions. 

At O'avaJair press tit.me, 
the nu:m.ber of Viet Cong 
dead had risien to 335 killed, 
30 had been ca.prtured, anti 
9'8 suSJpects had' been detain- _ 
ed. ~ 

A total of 76 individ!Ja'.l 
weapdns had been captured, 
plusi nir.ie crew-served weap­
ons. 

\ . 


