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..For God
And Country

By Chaplain (MAJ) Irving C. Njus
1st Brigade Chaplain

Consciously or unconsciously each of us assigns priorities to
the things we would like to do; we feel we should do; and we
must do.

Usually, the priorities are determined by the tasks and obliga-
tions, which because of our position or job, we feel are most neces-
sary to our immediate situation.

God speaks of priorities also, and in so doing seeks to direct
us in our approach to the tasks and responsibilities we are continual-
ly confronted with. In the First Commandment we are made aware
of God bhefore all things.

He is the source and sustainer of our lives, both physwal and
spiritual. God requires and teaches that we must have sincere con-
fidence in Him in all things. This awareness is necessary lest
our labors become an end in themselves rather than a means
whereby we continue to give expression to our faith.

In the Gospel according to St. Matthew (6:25-34) Christ
challenges our priorities in that they often do not begin with God
but rather have their beginning and end in anxiety and dissatis-
faction.

God, if allowed to be the first priority in life, will give meaning
to other priorities. “. .. Give first place to His kingdom and to
what he requires and He will provide you with all these other
things.” (Matthew 6:33, TEV)

Extension Offers
150 Days ‘Early-Out’

Members of the FIRST
TEAM, particularly inductees.

eign service tour up to 150 days
prior to his ETS, and return to

and first-term enlistees, should
be aware of the advantages of
extending their tour of duty in
the Republic of Vietnam.

In accordance with DA Mes-
sage 870626, dated July 1968, an
individual may extend his for-

FIRST TEAM
Magazine Keeps

Wife Informed

If the other wives of the men
in the 1st Air Cavalry Division
are like me, they prefer reading
FIRST TEAM than Vogue
magazine.

My husband is a Cobra pilot
with Battery B, 2nd Squadron,
20th Artillery. He sends me your
magazine quarterly and even
those published before he ar-
rived in Vietnam.

Through reading FIRST
TEAM, I have a much better
idea of what our men are trying
to accomplish in Vietnam. I also
see how well integrated each as-
pect of a fighting team is and
must be.

Thank you for bringing my
husband a little closer to me
throug!l your - very excellent
magazine.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Greg Snilgrove
Liberty, Texas

| Awards |

SILVER STAR
BURCH, SP4 Kenneth E.
Co H (Ranger), 75th Inf
SOLOMON, SP4 Robert G.
Co C, 1st Bn, 8th Cav
RUTHVEN, CPT ARLIN C.
Co A, 1st Bn, 12th Cav
BUXTON, PFC Delos R.
Co A, 1st Bn, 12th Cav
BASS, PFC Jackie D.
Co C, 2nd Bn, 8th Cav
DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CROSS
CHURAN, 1LT Ronald B.
Trp B, 1st Sqdn, 9th Cav
MARTIN, SGT Richard V.
Trp A, 1st Sqdn, 9th Cav
DEFFULL, SP4 Edward M.
Trp C, 1st Sqdn, 9th Cav
ANDERSON, W01 John E.
Trp C, 1st Sqdn, 9th Cav

the states for immediate separa-
tion from active duty.

Although he is being_separated
five months earlier than normal,
the soldier is given the same ac-
tive duty credit as those who
have served the full two or three.
year commitment.

In addition, if the extension re-
sults in a period of three months
or longer, the individual is en-
titled to an additional R - & R
during that extension. If he ex-
tends for six months or more, he
is entitled to a 30 day ‘‘Special
Leave” to any designated loca-
tion in the free world. This leave
is non-chargeable and all travel
expenses are covered by the
government.

Good Daily Health Care

Prevents Foot Problems

Care of the feet in the hot, hu-
mid tropical Vietnamese climate
is one of the soldier’s most im-
portant health concerns. A few

days of neglect and wet, dirty
feet can turn into a painful in-
fection and loss of duty time, so
vital to - any combat unit’s
strength.

The best way to avoid diffi-
culties with immersion foot is to
change the wet boots for dry
ones if this is possible. Socks are
not really necessary because

without them, the boot dries ias-
ter. The really important thing
is to take time to dry the feet. If
nothing else, wipe them off with
a towel and massage them, but
preferable they should be dried
out in the sun. Foot powder is
excellent for daily use.

The second problem common
to this part of the world is fun-
gus infection. Ordinary ‘‘ath-
lete’s foot’”’ which appears be-
tween the toes is the most famil-
iar example of a fungus in-
fection. The best defense against

this ailment is a change of socks
daily and the use of foot powder.

Above all, the problem of ath-
lete’s foot should not be ignored
because it can quickly develop
into something much worse over
here should a bacterial in-
fection, the third major prob-
lem, resuit as a side effect.

The important thing is to take
care of the feet, keep them dry,
use foot powder and seek early
treatment at the unit aid station
or dispensary before the prob-
lem becomes disabling.

Instant Chowline . . .

(U.S.

rmy Photo by Sp4 Tom Benic)

Skytroopers and members of the 9th ARVN Regiment gather around an improvised chowline
at Nui Ba Ra. The Americans and Vietnamese have joined forces to guard a vital communi-
cations outpost at the top of Nui Ba Ra moun tain. Skyiroopers are part of the 5th Battalion,

7th Cavalry.

Carrying the Load

U.S. Army Photo by SP4 Tom Benic)
Troopers from the 5th Bum:hon, 7th Cavalry take boxes of

ammunition out to their bunkers atop Nui Ba Ra after the
long bird brought in the day's supply.

Life Members Enjoy

Association Benefits

One the biggest bargains in
Vietnam is offered right here in
the 1st Cav Division. It’s a life-
time membership to good fellow-
ship in the 1st Air Cav Associ-
ation.

For only $11, Skytroopers can
join a distinguished roster of
present and former cavalrymen
now enjoying the benefits of Cay
Asseociation membership.

Being a “lifetime member”
offers Skytroopers a perfect way
in keeping up with the Cav’s ac-

tivities and keeping in touch
‘with buddies after your tour
with the Cav is over. Included in
the $11 life membership are
%uarterly copies of the Saber

ews sent to your home, a copy
of the division history, lapel pin
and lifetime membership card.

So, keep up with the Cav, join
the Association today by con-
tacting your Skytrooper Chapter
representative or stop by the Di-
vision Information Office in
Phuoc Vinh.

The CAVALAIR is published weekly under the supervision of the
Information Office, 1st Air Cavalry Division, APO SF 96490, and is an

authorized Army publication. The command newspaper is printed by Paci-

fic Stars and Stripes, Tokyo, Japan.

Opinions expressed in the CAVALAIR are those of its editorial stafr
and not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.

Commanding General .
Information Officer
Press Officer -

Publication NCOIC .........
Production Editor ...........
Layout Editor .. .. ....... Rl

-----------

...........

........

MG E.B. Roberts
. MAJ J.D. Coleman
CPT J.T. Kallunki
SGT Roger Ruhl
SP4 Al Persons
SP5 Ed Freudenburg
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Perched Bird . . .

(U.S. Army Photo by SP4 Tom Benic)

On top of Nui Ba Ra, a Chinook lands on a narrow ledge pad for resupply of the strategic
outpost which overlooks Nui Ba Ra 2,000 feet below. All supply to the rugged firebase is

done by helicopter.

Four Day Battle Rages

TAY NINH — It was a small
but fatal mistake when one NVA
tried to get a good look at a
night defensive position of Com-
pany C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cav-
alry. He was spotted, along with
his unit, and four days of hard
fighting followed, resulting in 65
enemy deaths.

The first day’s contact began
soon after the company, oper-
ating in War Zone C about 18
miles ' northeast of Tay Ninh,
reached its night defensive posi-
tion and began setting up per-
imeter defenses.

‘“Three of us went cut to set
up the claymere mines when I
saw an NVA scldier pop his
head cut of thick bamboo to take
a good leok arcund,” said Pri-
vate First Class Andy Grant. “I
reperted seeing him and the
cempany recoenned by fire. Then
everything broke loose.”

“They threw in ‘Chicom’ gre-
nades, B-40 rockets and used
AK47 and SKS rifles along with
at least one machine gun,”’ added
Specialist Four Donavon Hold-
eread. “The enemy covered the
whole western side of our per-
imeter.”

The firefight continued until
well after dark. Airborne light-
ing guided bright red streams of
lead from Huey Cobra minigun
support overhead.

After a lull in the early morn-
ing hours, the enemy again at-
tacked the Skytrooper’s position
with hand grenades. While Com-
pany C remained behind cover,
artillery pounded the enemy po-
sitions and two light observation
helicopters (LOH) dived in with
mini-gun fire.

The fight continued after scout
birds assessed enemy damage,
calling in more artillery on the
area. The artillery barrage was
adjusted onto the target by Staff
Sergeant David W. Osborne, one
of the closest men to the enemy
positions.

As he and the third platoon
started out of the perimeter to
check out the area, they were
pinned down by AK-47 small
arms fire. Howitzers shelled the
area again and the enemy was
silenced.

- Ammunition was flown into
the company area. Machetes
made quick work of downing
nearby trees, providing over-

head cover for foxholes.
The cover was put to good use

after dark when automatic
weapons fire was traded back
and forth between friendly and
enemy positions.

The third day in the area,
Charlie Company moved 700 me-
ters to the southeast and dug in
again for a fight.

On the morning of the fourth
day, the company’s resupply
helicopter drew sniper fire and
prevented the company’ from
moving to another position for
the night. Again overhead cover
was _constructed and more air
strikes were called in.

“Just about dark,” said Ser-
geant Rupert Helleman, ‘“we
were told to stay by our holes.
Moments later we heard mor-
tar tubes. They walked rounds

right arocund the perimeter.
Then they fired auteomatic weap-
ocns for about an hour from all
sides.” ; 2

“They popped most of our trip
flares and cut some of our clay-
more mine wires. We kept the
return fire going, threw plenty

of grenades and marked our po-

sition for two Huey Cobras and a
flareship. The next moraing, all
that was left of the enemy were
bodies and blood trails.”

Two days later, a weary Char-
lie Company was happy to see
the barbed wire and bunkers of
LZ Grant. They had inflicted
heavy casualties on the enemy
and had captured a light ma-
chine gun, two AK-47 automatic
rifles and two SKS assault rifles.

Mountain Top Post
Links Communication

LZ BUTTONS — The men who
run the 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion’s 2nd Brigade radio relay
station have a great perspective
on the war.

The station is atop 2,200 foot

" Nui Ba Ra mountain which rises

majestically above Song Be and

nearby LZ Buttons, the base
camp of the Blackhorse Bri-
gade.

These men from the Brigade
Communication Platoon spend
their days and nights on top of
the mountain. Working for two
days before a replacement ar-
rives, the men live and work in-
side a conex container which,
through the door, has a spec-
tacular view of the entire- bri-
gade area of operation.

Acccrding to Sergeant Mark
W. Taylor, “With the battalions
of the brigade right in the area,
we are needed for relay only to
contact helicopters and te¢ call in
MEDEVAC’s.”

Meanwhile, the bank of radios
inside the cone keep up a con-
stant chatter — even if there is
no business for the relay, they
must monitor the radios in case
there is traffic. To do this, the
men on the mountain work eight

“hour shifts, although the shifts

actually amount to 16 hours
when there is heavy radio traf-
fic.

The scenery from the top of
the mountain is spectacular. The
area around the brigade relay is
less picturesque. A forest of ra-
dio antennas clutters the sky.

During the hours of darkness,
cots are set up in the cone, while
cne man takes care of the ra-
dics. Television reception, de-
spite the interference from the
many pieces of radio equipment
is good, and although the relay
team has nothing but C-rations
for food, life on the top of the
mountain is not bad.

Lost Major Scouts
Trail Back to Camp

By PFC Dennis F. Herrick :
QUAN LOI—A point walking Major, who wandered tl!rough
the jungle around Quan Loi for three weeks, finally found his way
back to his unit’s basecamp and was greeted with a bowl of
chow and a pat on the head from a sergeant.

Major is a scout dog.

“] had really given up hope that Major vqould get back on
his own after all those weeks,”” said Sergeant Richard Taylor, the

dog’s handler.

SGT Taylor and Major have been working together since
November when Taylor came in-country. They became se_parated
during a combat patrol about three miles north of Ql_lan Loi, whelje
the 34th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog) is located with the 1st Air

Cavalry Division.

A few days later, a 1st Cav helicopter pilot reported spotting
a dog, apparently Major, about three miles south of Quan Loi.

Three weeks later, Major was found sitting in a jeep in the
middle of Quan Loi—figuring it was time to ride for awhile.

The dog’s weight had dropped from 75 to 50 pounds during the

three week trek.

Grand Opening ...

(U.S. Army Photo by 1LT Darrell Matz)‘

Red Cross girl Ann Copeland (left) checks the schedule of events with Major General E.B.
Roberts, division commander, for the opening of the new Red Cross Recreation Center at Bien
Hoa. Helping in the grand opening are “Donut Dollys” Karen Long and Judy Nichols. The
center is equipped with game rooms and ping-pong and billiard tables. It is open from 9
a.m. to 10 p.m. and is located in front of the 15th Medical Baitalion in the Consolidated

Supply area.

Weeds Fall
To Airmobile
Spray Killer

LZ BUTTONS — When weeds
sprout around a firebase of the
1st Air Cavalry Division, the di-
vision chemical platoon has a
solution. Diesel fuel spread by a
“mighty mite”” or by truck will,
in a few days, kill the offending
undergrowth and clear fields of
observation around a perimeter.

A recent request for weed re-
moval from the headquarters of
the 1st Battalion, 7th ARVN
Regiment, located near Song Be,
did not have such a simple solu-
tion.

Elephant grass and bamboo
had grown to a height of eight
feet arcund parts of the ARVN
perimeter. An uncharted min-
efield lay beneath the weeds —
thus the usual methed of remov-
al was impessible.

From the 1st Bn, 7th ARVN
Reg the request went to Colonel
Bryon D. Greene Jr, command-
ing officer of the Cav’s Black-
horse Brigade and was passed
on to the 2nd Brigade Chemical
Contact Team. Constructing a
special spray rig for a Company
A, 227th Aviation Battalion heli-
copter, the team operated the
helicopter at weed level drop-
ping the Diesel fuel.

The airmobile spray system
was so successful that the same
method was later used to clear
the area around the Brigade
Headguarters at LZ Buttons.




P

Former NVA sapper Nguyen Von Luong sneaks up to assault perimeter

veteran of four years as a sapper.

Sappers in the Wire!

QUAN LOI — Caked with red
clay and clad only in shorts, the
sapper crawled forward on his
fingertips and toes through three
rows of concertina and razor
wire. There was no sound from
the American soldiers, not a
shot fired.

Beyond the wire he quickly
and silently disconnected two
claymore mines and tied off two
trip flares. He picked up his AK-
47 and dynamite charges and

make a tunnel through a maze of concertina wire in several sapper attacks during the past
four years.

percentages. He surrendered at

trotted upright into Quan Loi.
The sapper was in.

It was the second time that
Sergeant Nguyen Van Phenh
had penetrated the defenses of
Quan Loi. The first was on Au-
gust 12. That night he was the
lone survivor of four sappers
who tried the sharp and thick
wire. His three comrades, dis-
covered and exposed, were
killed. SGT Phenh didn’t like the

e . e

day break.

His second perimeter breech-
ing was a demonstration for
some 100 fascinated officers and
men — including Brigadier Gen-
eral George Casey, the Cav’s
Assistant Division Commander
— to show the wily ways of a
sapper squad.

The observers discovered that
NVA sappers are not super-
human; they cannot walk on air
‘nor are their skins leather. But

defenses. The NVA turned Kit Carson Scout is a

they did see that the sappers are
skilled and patient. Their allies
are darkness, confusion and un-
wary defenders.

And they learned that the sap-
per can be stopped. il

‘“An alert trooper with all his
sophisticated equipment can
spot him easily as he works
through the wire,” said Captain
William Baucum, an intelligence
officer with the Cav’s 3rd Bri-
gade.

Through the wire without a scratch, the sapper races toward his target with his AK-47 rifle.

government. ; '

Ex-Viet Cong platoon leader Do Von Ba cuts a path through a row of concertina wire after disarming trip
flare. Do Von Ba worked with the VC as a sapper for five years before rallying to the South Vietnamese

| Photos By
SP5 P.Sgroiand SP4 Bill Ahrbeck

Ex-sapper Do Von Ba reaches through tangle of wire to disarm a trip flare.

v

Do Von Ba silently disarms a claymore mine with his bolt cutiers in the perimeter defense
demonstration of sapper techniques conducted at Camp Gorvad.

Sergeant Nguyen Van Phenh crawls through tunnel in the barbed wire on elbows and toes while probing for trip wires
guarding the inner section of defensive barbed wire.

7 i
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Skytroopers Find
Munitions Caches

By PFC William K. Block Jr.

TAY NINH — In order for the
enemy to initiate any action he
must be supplied with the essen-
tials of food supply and ammuni-
tion. In a one-week periocd, ele-
ments of the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion’s first Brigade were finding
.NVA caches as soon as Charlie
could put them in the area.

The most lucrative site was

Water Team
Serves LZs

LAI KHE — There’s more to
potable water than finding a
clean stream — often an im-
possibility in Vietnam.

‘“Usually it takes everything
we have in the way of chemical
and filtering processes to make
stream water potable,”” said
Specialist Four Melvin Thomas,
a member of a three-man water
‘purification team supporting 1st
Air Cavalry Division fire bases
in the Song Be area.

The team set up shep on a tri-
butary of the Song Be river on a
tempesrary basis. They’ve han-
dled the mounting demand for
water when permanent equip-
ment installation was delayed.

‘“We’re been hitting 7,000 gal-
lons a day since the troops
moved into the area,” said SP4
Hunt. “And, we’re still not being
pushed that hard. We haven’t
kept anyone waiting for water.”’

The 8th Engineers have three
teams in the 1st Cav’s area of
operation = supporting isolated
fire bases and occasionally large

base camps when regular equip-

ment is being repaired.

‘“We’re airmecbhile,” said Spe-
cialist Four Perry Watkins, the
third member of the team.
“When someone needs water in
a hurry, we just put the two 500
gallon tanks, the heses, pumps,
filter and chemicals ir. the back
of a three-quarter ton truck and
sling the whole works out ¢n a
Chincok helicopter.”

‘“The process itself is fast and
rather simple,” said Hunt. ““‘Our
water is just as pure as that of
the elaborate operations and we
think it tastes a lot better than
most.”

uncovered by Coempany T, 1st
Battalion, 12th Cavalry, com-
manrded by First Lieutenant Ar-
thur P. Zeller.

On a morning recon mission
about six miles north of Landing
Zone Grant, Private First Class
Randy Nelson spotted a small
munitions cache of B-40 rockets
and 82mm mortar rounds. Then
two bicycle repair shop, with as-
sorted tools, were uncovered,

“We were following a trail lat-
er that day,” recalled Private
First Class: Robert R. Chees-
mond, ‘“when I walked right up
on what looked like a pile of
boxes on logs. They were right
next to the trail and had good
overhead cover. We took the
cloth wrappers off the trail were
two more log pallets full of rice.
They looked like they had been
there for about a month.”

There were 31 250-pound bags
of rice totaling almest four tons.

The rice find culminated two
days of digging which had also
yielded three munitions caches.
Included were 276 B-40 rocket
rounds, 315 mortar rounds, 17,-
300 AK-47 rounds, 1,020 51 cali-
ber machine gun rounds, 60
75mm recoilless rifle rounds and
565 Chicom hand grenades.

During the same period, ele-
ments of the 2nd Bn, 8th Cav.
uncovered 3% tons of rice. The
2nd Bn, 7th Cav, near Landing
Zone Jamie, reported finding 24
rockets, all 107mm and larger.

“Our troops were enthusiastic
about finding these caches,”
said Captain David Milton, 1st
Brigade intelligence officer (S-
2). “They know that everything
they find is cne less round that
can- be fired at them later. For
the enemy te push into central
znd scuthern War Zcne  C.
Charlie must be able tc pick up

these supplies.” >

‘“There are a number of rea-
sons why we are doing such a
good job of rounding up this
gear before the enemy can get
to it,”” CPT Milton said. “We are
systematically probing the
same general areas where we’re
used to finding his stuff. It’s eas-
ier now, I think, because the
NVA can no longer provide se-
curity for their rear service ele-
ments, bunker sites and caches.’

Artillery Fire Class

Given to Infantrymen

LZ ELLEN—How much does the average .infantrymen know
about artillery? Plenty, if he’s with Company C, 5th Battalion, 7th

Cavalry.

Captain John Knapp, company commander, believes in thorough

and realistic training for his troops. So, he went to the local Redleg
authority; Battery A, 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, and arranged
for a class and demonstration in calling in artillery support.

When Charlie Company is in the field, the men are usually
too busy doing their own jobs to pick up pointers from their For-
ward Observer (FO), Sergeant Bob Paul, an artilleryman with 18
months experience in Vietnam. When the ‘‘blues” came back to
LZ Ellen recently, there  was an opportunity to make up for lest
time and make each man an expert in being a FO.

First Lieutenant Charles Cruse, executive officer Battery A,
gave the class to the Skytroopers, explaining the role of a direct
support 105mm howitzer battery to them. He outlined the process of
a fire mission from the initial call from the PO to the adjustment
of rounds. 3

The troopers also heard of the many safety checks with the
Artillery Liaison Officer, at the battery Fire Direction Center, and
on the howitzers.

Using infantrymen as demonstrators, 1LT Cruse went through
the necessary elements of the initial call for fire, defining each term
by positioning his demonstrators.

By then, Company C had a good idea of the important differ-
ences between adjusting tube artillery and Cobra gunships.

Highlight of the firing demonstration were the air-bursts
‘‘walked” back in toward the perimeter from an initial range of
600 meters. When the smoke had cleared, Redleg had definitely

made a faverable impression.

CFET Knapp said he felt that the demonstration and class would
give his men greater confidence and aggressiveness in the field,
knowing artillery hardware and how to control it.

Lovely model Margot Galbraith, 24, is determined to see the world. She worked in Zurich
for seven months before arriving in London. She’s preity busy on her days off—and her
hobbies are swimming, tennis, dancing and oil painiting.
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Anniversary Day Shows
Tour 1st Cav Firebases

The 48th Anniversary of the
1st Cav’s organization turned
into a swinging show at the
Phuoc Vinh Service Club
when troopers at the division
headquarters were enter-
tained by a Vietnamese rock
group from Saigon.

Cavalair

Staff
Photos

P .. 3 S b

A lucky Skytrooper gets serenaded with a popular Vietnamese
song from a petite Vietnamese singer.

Troopers from the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, gather around Cav balladeer for an impromptu 5 Gy aditionals ietnamese éi;l swings out Saigon style for
concert at landing zone Eagle 1. Ellis was part of an all-Cav troupe which entertained Sky- Skyfroopers who wanted to see some action during the
troopers at four firebases. Phuoc Vinh Service Club’s 48th Cav Anniversary Show.
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UPI Reporter .. .

U.S. Army Photo b\ SP4 Joe Klmahcl\)

United Press International reporter Dave Lamb (left) queshons a Vietnamese while research-
ing a story in Saigon. Lamb has said that the Gls in Vietham are “the memorable and the

magnificent.”

Call Him Papasan

Kit Carson Tracks Enemy

QUAN LOI—His name is Ri, but they just call
him papasan.

The only time his deadpan expression changes
to a smile is when Troop B, 1st Squadron of the
9th Cavalry, makes contact.

Ri is a 42-year-old Kit Carson scout with Brave
Troop. The men who work with him have nothing
but the highest praise for his contribution to the
unit.

“We walked into a bunker complex early one
morning and figured it was deserted,” said First
Lieutenant Don Mitchell. “But papasan said no.
We caught about five NVA eating breakfast. If
it hadn’t been for him, well . . . we don’t know
what might have happened.”

“By looking at the trails,” said Private First
Class Daryle Foster, ‘“he tells us how many NVA

can usually tell us how long ago they were on the
trail. He a smart man and has kept us-out of a
lot of trouble.”

Ri speaks very little English but always man-
ages to get his point across. His senses are so
keen that he can tell what’s in can of C-rations by
shaking them.

Specialist Four Joseph ‘“Doc’’ Gatoe recalls the
night papasan took over.

‘“We had a perimeter set up about dusk when
we started getting fire. Papasan went charging
toward the fire with a grenade in one hand and
his M-16 in the other. We didn’t get any more
fire after that.”

Brave Troop was in Quan Loi on green line
duty, which gave Ri an opportunity to see his son,
who is also a Kit Carson scout with another unit
in the Squadron.

THEY e
vam the CAV

From Ben Het
To Dong Ap Bia

By SP4 Joe Kamalick

In July 1968 the then 28-year-old David Lamb exchanged the
hills, trollies and Golden Gate of San Francisco for a life among
rice paddies, helicopters and jungle. He came to Vietnam for
United Press International to cover the war.

Few soldiers in the field would be willing to trade San Francisco
for Vietnam. But as a writer and as an individual, Dave Lamb is
glad he did. “This year in Vietnam has been the most challenging
and rewarding year of my life, both professionally and personally,”
he said.

“It’s taught me not to take anythmg for granted, and I’ve
gained more perspective towards myself.”

As a reporter looking for the ‘hard news’” in Vietnam—the
progress of the conflict—Lamb has been exposed to the business of
war, the fighting. The “perspective’’ gained from that exposure
has shown him something else: ‘‘I see now how insignificant I am
as an individual, that my life is just as fragile as anybody’s.”

At 29 years of age, Lamb still has the look of the kid next
door, softspoken and with a good sense of humor. Though not
at all the John Wayne type, he gets even more than a soldier’s
share of combat.

The troops who lived the ordeal of Dong Ap Bia Mountain
did not have to then go through the siege of Ben Het as well.
But Dave Lamb and many other newsmen were in both battles.

Sitting in the air conditioned comfort of the UPI office is Saigon,
Lamb recalled, under prompting, what it was like during the long
hours at Dong Ap Bia, Ben Het and other hills and valleys whose
names and numbers are now famous—or infamous.

“The impression I have from those fights and battles is
engraved indelibly on my mind,”’ he said. ‘“‘And I think every one
would have the same reaction, no matter what their age or
experience.’’

What impressed him most was ‘‘the resiliency and dedication of
the GIs who do a dirty job and do it well.”

‘“Regardless of your feelings about the war, you have to
separate the war itself from the men who fight it. And those men
come under a category that ranges from the memorable to the
magnificent.”’

Lamb last visited the 1st Cav in mid-June to do a story on
the role of helicopters in the war. That role, one of the single
great innovations in mlhtary tactics, is often a favorlte subject for
reporters. .

there were and which way they were going. He

Security Keeps Road

Clear for Convoy

LAI KHE—The air cover of the 1st Air Cavalry Division made
a 50-mile trip by a 519-vehicle convoy as uneventful as a Sunda)
afternoon stateside drive.

The convoy, escorted on the ground by two armored regiments,
made its way from Phuoc Vinh to Song Be and back without
incident.

Planned and operated under the direction of the Light Forward
Command Post of the 5th ARVN Division, it carried supplies to the
Vietnamese-American outpost at Song Be. The cargo included
material to construct a new MACV compound in Song Be, the
capital of Phuoe Long Province.

The route, along QL 14, meanders. across flat countryside.
Although the dirt road passes through numerous towns and small
villages, it winds through areas where the jungle crowds road and
offers excellent ambush locations.

At 6:30 a.m. the first road clearing operation began as the 15th
ARVN Armored Cavalry Regiment worked from Phuoc Vinh toward
Bunard (the approximate midpoint of the route), and the 1st ARVN
Armored Cavalry Regiment worked from Bunard to within 10
kilometers of Song Be.

The Phuoc Vinh Province Regional Forces cleared the remain-
ing area. The 519 vehicle convoy began moving at 10:10 a.m.

Although the enemy tried several small harassing attacks,
there was no major slowdown of the convoy’s movement. In fact,
quick reaction on the part of the ARVN units resulted in a total
of 16 NVA killed along the convoy route. The convoy reached its
destination by 3 p.m.

Cav gunships were not the only helicopters in the air. A Huey
containing Colonel Byron D. Greene, 2nd Brigade Commander, and
Lieutenant Colonel Yem, Province Chief of Phuoc Vinh Province,
hovered over the convoy in the brigade command and control
helicopter.

Their presense on the scene precluded any delay in reacting to
enemy attack.

The trucks were unloaded during the late afternoon and through
the night, and they were ready for the return trip by morning.

The road, long considered insecure, belonged to the Army of
the Republic of Vietnam and the 1st Air Cavalry Division.

Flying Crane..

(U.S. Army Photo by
A Flying Crane drops a bulldozer to 8th Engineers for quick
clearing operations at the site of air strip construction at
Bu Dop.

“Cav’ Scouts

Fly Patrols

QUAN LOI — ‘“We scramble
for anyone and anything!”’

That’s the motto of the ‘“The
Real Cav,” the 1st Squadron of
the 9th Cavalry, with complete
airmobility in three of its troops.

Squadron operations usually
start with the Scout Platoon —
pilots, observers and crew chiefs
who fly the Light Observation
Helicopters (LOH).

Once the enemy’s position is
detected, it’s marked with
smoke and the firepower of the
accompanying Cobra is sum-
moned. The Scouts return to the
area after the Cobra run and
check the damage done by the
air strike.

“You really appreciate these
guys when youre on the
ground,” said Sergeant Robert
Jella, who spent his first tour in
Vietnam with the Rangers and
was wounded while on a recon-
naissance mission. “They called
MEDEVAC, but within two min-
utes a LOH landed and took me
back.”

SGT Jella was recently noti-
fied that he will receive a direct
commission to second lieuten-
ant.

“This means I will have to
leave the Scouts,” he said. “I'd
like to stay. This is a very
unique platoon. Everyone is
here because he volunteered to
fly. i




