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The I.ong Wait . . .

(U.S. Army Photo by SP4 Tom Benic)
Specialist Four James Johnson keeps his M-79 grenade
Jauncher at the ready during a recon mission by Company E,

5th Bn of the 7th Cav, near Song Be.

‘It will never happen to me.”

This seems to be the way
many of us think when warned
about serious accidents or dis-
eases such as malaria in Viet-
nam. We never seem to wake up
to the fact that it can happen to
us, until it is too late.

Malaria is one of the most
common and disabling diseases

Vietnam. It is caused by a mi-
croscopic parasite carried by
the female Anopheles mosquito.
The malarial parasite attacks
the red blood cells of the body,
causing chills, fever, headache,
nausea and weakness.

After the victim is bitten by
the mesquite, he feels no reac-
tion for 10 te 16 days, but then
suddenly develops a high fever
accompanied by severe chills.

fever breaks 12 to 14 hours later.
Diarrhea and backache are also
common during this perlod Fi-
nally, the individual experiences
extreme drowsiness and usually
falls into a deep coma.

The cycle lasts one or two
days and then repeats itself until
body defenses or drugs arrest
the parasitic condition. In many
cases, without proper treatment,
the patient may die.

Ist Cav Association

Lite Membership Fee Reduced

The 1st Air Cavalry Division Association is
composed of Cav veterans who are proud that
they served with the FIRST TEAM during their
overseas duty. The Association is proud of the

FIRST TEAM’S esprit, traditions and record in

battle.

To become a member of the Association and
receive all the benefits of membership, Sky-
troopers need enly fill out a membership form
and enclose a one time $10 membership fee to
become a life member of the Association.

During October, the usual membership fee of

Cav Memorial . ..

Mrs.

$11i was reduced to $10 to help offer every Sky-
trooper an opportunity to join his Association.
For only $2 you ean become an associate

-member for a one year period.

All members receive a membership card,
issues of the Association’s Saber News, division
history and all the privileges of membership,

‘which includes attendance of the Association’s

annual convention in the states.

The .Association desires members who want
to maintain friendships they acquired during their
military service, and who want to support the
division.

o
(U.S.
Donald Radcliffe (center) and Sherman Haight, 1st Cav Association president, place
a wreath on the 1st Cav’s memorial at the Georgia Welcome Center at Ft. Benning, Ga. Mrs.
Radcliffe is the widow of Major Donald Radcliffe, the division’s first casualty in Vietnam.

Army Photo)

encountered by Skytroopers in

The only sure way to prevent
malaria is by strict adherence to
the following ‘Malaria Pre-
vention Measures:

All personnel should use mos-
quito nets at night.

Sleeves should be rolled down
at dusk (6:30 p.m.).

Insect repellent should be ap-
plied whenever there is a risk of
mosquito bites.

Aerosol insecticide should be :

used: in billets and in bunkers.
All personnel should take
Chlercquine-Primaquine pills

: (orange) on a weekly basis (usu-

ally Monday), and Dapsone pills
(white) on a daily basis, ‘“with-
out fall'” :

Simple Precautions Keep
Skytroopers Malaria Safe

Personnel departing for R &
R, leave, etc., should have suf-
ficient pills to cover the period
of absence.

Malaria can be prevented by
good malaria discipline. Taking
the pill is not something the
commanders in the 1st Cav feel
would be ‘‘nice’’” for all Sky-
troopers. USARV Regulation 40-
4 states that commanders ‘‘will
insure that persons in their com-
mand take the prescribed ma-
laria medications.”

Take the malaria tablets and
practice malaria discipline and
avoid a lifetime of chills, fever
and enemia. Don’t take malaria
home with you.

Heavy sweating occurs as the |

...For God
And Country

EDITOR’S NOTE: Four years ago this month, the 1st Air
Cavalry Division engaged in its first combat action since arriv-
ing in Vietnam. Operation Shiny Bayonet sent three battalions
intec a VC infested valley east of ‘the division’s new base at An
Khe. Writing a column for the Cavalair at that time was Cha-
plain (Major) Edwin R. Andrews. A powerful writer, Chaplain
Andrews always told his story for ‘“God and Country’ in a
unique manner, as-this column so eloquently testifies.

“Lord, help me.”

The voice, shrill with pain and panic, broke the peaceful silence
of the moonht midnight. Chaplain Weldon Wright, the 1st Airborne
Brigade’s staff chaplain, hurried to the door of the medlcal clearing
station tent as the litter was carried in.

‘“Help me, help me, God.”

The desperate cry came from lips brlght with' blood from a
gaping wound of throat and chin; the moving redness glittered
under the surgical light as doctors and medics clustered around
to staunch the flow. And again the plea went up for a higher power
than they.

“When are you going to help me, Lord?”

Chaplain Wright, waiting in-the background while the doctors
worked, was almost unheard as he asked the medic: ‘“What is this
man’s rellglous faith?”’ ;

“None,”” answered the medic.

Unable to believe his ears, the chaplain turned to the register
where the soldier had been logged into the clearing station, and read
opposite his name—“Unit:" 1st Bn, 12th Cavalry; Reason for ad-
mission: GSW, face and throat; Religious faith: no preference.”
The chaplain shrugged; when'a man gets in trouble, he thought, he
may have no religious preference—but he still calls for help.

A space opened in the wall of bodies around the table and
Chaplain Wright stepped into it. His right hand was stained red
as he slipped it gently under the trooper’s head. Before he spoke,
the chaplain turned the soldier’s dogtag to the light and read,
again, “Religion—No Pref.” And again the hysterical call went up.

‘“When are you coming, Lord?”

The chaplain spoke, calmly and firmly, as he assisted medical
personnel to tie off the bandages.

‘“The Lord is here,” he said. The soldier’s eyes, shiny and
bulging with fear in a face now covered with running sweat,
sought the chaplain’s face and steadied there; his struggle gradual—
ly ceased.

“I want you to trust in Him, believe in H1m > Chaplain Wright’s
challenge pierced the veil of terror He asked “Can you believe
that?”’ ;

“Yes—yes, I know that.
eagerly, almost breathlessly.

There was time for only a few more words. The now-quiet
soldier was moved on the litter to a waiting helicopter; it lifted-off
in the early morning darkness toward more extensive medical at-
tention.

As they raced through the lovely night sky toward the dawn,

.I believe it.”’ The response came

the young soldier died.
e
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PZ Huey Hob i

(U.S. Army Photo by SP4 Bill Ahrbeck)
Specialist Four Eugene Mitchel (center) directs pick-up bird into clearing while CIDG troop-
ers on a recon mission with the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry’s recon platoon run through the
rotor wash to the ship. The pick-up climaxed a combined U.S5.-CIDG mission.

Pink Teams, Blues Battle
NVA in Ambush Attempt

QUAN LOI—What started as a small ambush

fire from the three-sided ambush attempt.

The

by a reconnaissance patrol in the 1st Air Cav’s
3rd Brigade turned out to be a bad day for
Charlie.

A Long Range Recon Patrol (LRRP) killed

one NVA in an ambush about three miles north-
east of Fire Support Base Wescott. They suspect-
ed there was a larger NVA force in the area
and called for the Quick Reaction Force (Blues)
of Troop B, 1st Squadron of the 9th Cav. The
Blues were 1nserted and pursued the enemy to
the north.

“] was walking behind the point man when
I spotted an NVA, lying on the side of the trail
with a .30 caliber machine gun,” said Staff Ser-
geant Richard B. Herron. ‘I shot him and then
Staff Sergeant Perry Glover bumped into another
NVA, knocked him down and shot him.”

By this time the Blues were pinned down by

lead element threw smoke grenades to cover
their positions, and the Cobra helicopters over-
head easily spotted the smoke. i

‘“We took fire on every pass we made,” said
Warrant Officer Mark Somerville, pilot of one
of the Cobras. “We were taking so much fire
that the LOHs were covering us when we broke:.”

The door gunner on one of the Light Observa-
tion Helicopters (LOH), which was covering the

escape route from the ambush site, killed five

NVA.

“We spotted them huddled together,” said
First Lieutenant William H. Barnhorst, the LOH
pilot. “It looked like the enemy was trying to
decide what to do when he got all of them.”

" The final toll in the hard fought battle included
eight NVA killed by helicopters and six other
killed in action with the Blues.

Skytroopers Help Train RFs

FSB BUTTONS — Five imen
quietly maneuvered outside the
night perimseter to set up listen-
ing posts (LPs) on a company
sized operation deep in the
jungle near Fire Support Base
Don. Three of these men had
never set up an LP before, but
they were learning.

They were members of an 86-
man Vietnamese Regional
Forces (RF) company being
taught the normal operational
techniques of a cocmpany patrel

by the Cav’s Blackhorse Brigade
during a cne-month leng pericd.

Their instructors were season-
ed Cavalrymzn from Company
D, 2nd Battalion of the 12th Cav-
alry’s first platoon.

“We showed them how to re-
con by fire, how to secure a trail
and how te set out night szcur-
ity”” said Second Lieutenant
Thoemas Trow, platoon leader
for' the first plateon. ‘“The first
night, the RFs were cocking
cver bamboo fires. We showed

Sproings, Reds Bug

Truck Riding Troops

FSB BUTTONS—Reds? Long legs? Sproings? Riding on three-

quarter-ton trucks?

Sproings, reds, long legs all travel with Troop D, 1st Squadron,
9th Cav as it patrols the area around Fire Support Base Buttons,
home of the 1st Air Cavalry Division’s 2nd Brigade.

Spreings are spiders—and they jump; hence the name. Reds
are the red ants which almest all Skytroopers have learned to avoid

after their first meeting.

As the trucks of Delta Troop turn off the road in the Song Be
area and begin to plow through the thick undergrowth along the
sides of the road, the men riding in back of the trucks receive a

constant shower of small bugs.

“Busting forest’’ brings the heaviest barrage of minute animal

life onto the troopers.

Jumping contest between sproings provide some entertainment
during breaks in patrolling. So does tossing reds at the truck
driver, otherwise protected from the bombardment.

After the entertainment is finished, the bugs are returned to the

jungle to await the next troop.

therm hoew to cut dewn on the
light with the usz of heat tabs.
Light and noise discipline was
one of a few small problems we
enceuntered and solved.”

Bee Swarm

Assaults FSB

FSB BUTTONS — Why pop
smoke when you are neither
calling in a helicopter nor mark-
ing your position?

On Fire Support Base Buttons,
home of the 1st Cav’s 2nd Bri-
gade you do it to .chase away
swarms of bees.

At least twice a week a cloud

of buzzing insects combat as-

saults onto the fire base. Their
progress arcund the base can be
traced by the explosions of
brightly-cclored smoke canis-
ters, as the men of the 2nd Bri-
gade Headquarters and head-
quarters of the 5th Battalion, 7th
Cav, grab whatever smoke gre-
nade is near at hand.

The bees are apparently not
interested in any one location
and any color smoke will dis-
courage their landing. Half an
hour after the attack begins, the
black swarm heads back into
the sky — apparently looking for
an LZ which is not so “hot”’.

The units have not yet named
a ‘“Bee Control Officer” and, at
last report, the periodic ‘‘as-
saults”’ were continuing.

Buses Speed Travel

A new bus service has been added at Bien Hoa Army Base for
the convenience of 1st Cav ‘Skytroopers doing business on the post.

Four buses are now connecting the Division Support Command
Headquarters, local processing facilities and the Bien Hoa Air Base
passenger terminal. A regular bus schedule is in the process of
being distributed to all unit orderly rooms.

According to Major Robert Bently, division transportation of-
ficer, the basic purpose of this new bus service is to allow Sky-
treopers processing through Bien Hoa to do so with speed and eas

(U.S. Army Photo)
Speclullst Four Randolph Tipten (left), assistant truckmaster,
and Specialist Four Elbert Jacobs, DISCOM S & T Company
dispaicher, add a Cavalry touch to one of the four DISCOM
buses serving Bien Hoa Army Base.

Ellis Tops Contest

Sergeant Bill Ellis, the “Cav Balladier,” won first place in the
III Corps finals of the 1969 Vietnam Entertainment Contest.

The contest, staged for all units operating in IIT Corps, attracted
30 entries at Bien Hoa Army Base.

SGT Ellis walked off with top honors in the individual speciality
class. The Skytrooper sang “Grunt” for his feature number.
“Grunt’ is one of the songs he wrote and recorded on the FIRST
TEAM album which has been distributed to cavalrymen through-
out the division.

Winners in each of the six classes advanced to the Saigon-
based, Vietnam-wide competition and won a berth on a USO show
which will tour U.S. bases throughout Vietnam later this year.

SGT Ellis, who makes frequent appearances at landing zones
and basecamps for the Cav, is already scheduled to perform on the
USO tour.

Gorvad Coordinator

Lieutenant Colonel James C. Morgan is the new Deputy Instal-
lation Coordinator for Camp Gorvad and Division Headquarters.
LTC Morgan comes to the Cav from an assignment as Chief of
Supply and Material and Airborne: advisor to'the Republic of Ko-.
rea’s Army.

He calls Clarksville, Tenn, home His wife, Jeane lives there
with their three cluldren

5 (U;S. Army Photo)
Lieutenant Colonel James Morgan



Skybeavers Battle Rain, Mortars at Bu Dop

sonnel with the use of heavy equipment brought into the area for the two month operation.

Lieutenant Colonel Scott B. Smith, éth Engineer Battalion Commander, (left) makes a first-
hand inspection of construction progress at the Bu Dop airstrip with project officer First
Lieutenant Thurston McDaniels.

Grading and hardening the soft soil on the runway extension at Bu Dop’s air strip is no problem for\8ih’

Engineer per-

Specialist Five Steve Caldwell
[right) uses his Cat to chew
out a hillside for fill soil to
cover the runway extension.
During construction, 8th Engi-
neer crews were often forced
from the runway by daily air
traffic (below) and enemy
mortar barrages.

BU DOP — Skybeavers of the 8th En-
gineer Battalion fought and won a differ-
ent kind of battle — one with monsoon
season rain and mud — when they set to
work resurfacing and expanding the vital
Bu Dop airstrip.

The platoon of heavy equipment oper-
ators had to cope with ‘“‘rain that would
make any engineering company throw up
its hands and quit,”’ said Command Ser-
geant Major Henry Salazar of the Engi-
neers. “But we worked with what we had
all_rd rain was something we had plenty
0 ')) .

The other problem that hampered con-
struction of the airstrip was enemy mor-
tar fire. Not only would the engineers
have to run for cover when the rounds

crashed into the runway, but would also
have to repair the eraters that began pot-
marking the strip.

“It took my men three days to fill
some of these craters because most of
the work had to be done by hand,” said
First Lieutenant Thurston McDaniels, of-
ficer in charge of the project.

“We could have gotten the job done in
a couple of weeks if it hadn’t been for the
bad weather and enemy mortar fire,”” he
added.

During the runway lengthening, rub-
ber trees had to be blown down tree by
tree. Now that there is 400 more feet of
runway and clear view for take-offs and
landings, pilots will find Bu Dop a little
easier to use for flights into the region.

s

An Air Force C-123 unloads an ARVN Ranger un on part of the B Dop runway kept open for air traffic during
runway improvements added by the 8th Engineers.

Photos &
Story by

SP4.
Ron Merrill

An 8th Engineer grader operator takes a break to watch a sling carrying Chinook deliver
its load at the Bu Dop facility.
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Skytroo

CONTEST RULES: Using the entry blank below, select the
winners of the ten major college athletic conferences listed below.
Print the name of the school on the line opposite the conference
name. The entry listing the most conference champions will be
the winer. In the event of a tie, the entry most closely predicting
the score of the Army-Navy game will be declared the winner.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: Entries must be in the hands of;
Football Contest, The Cavalair, Information Office, 1st Air Cavalry
Division, APO 96490, not later than October 31. Entries may be
mailed (be sure to write ‘“In-Country’’ on the envelope) or sent
through distribution. i

ELIGIBILITY: The contest is open to all officers and enlisted
men of the 1st Air Cavalry Division and attached units. Not eligible
are members of the Cavalair staff, the Information Officer or any

_ of its subsidiaries. and their families.

PRIZE—An all expense-paid vacation (including transportation,
‘rations and quarters) to the Vung Tau R&R Center.

BIG EIGHT
Colorado
Iowa State
Kansas
Kansas State
Missouri
Nebraska
Oklahoma
Oklahoma State

MID-AMERICAN

Bowling Green

Kent State

Marshall

Miami (Ohio)
Ohio U.

Toledo

Western Michigan

TO: Football Contest Editor
The Cavalair
Information Office
1st Air Cavalry Division

APO 96490
CHAMPION PREDICTIONS X
Big Ten Missouri Valley
Mid American Southwest 7 HRRe
Ivy League Southeastern RS
Atlantic Coast : Western Athletic
Big Eight Pacific Eight
Tie-breaker score: Army Navy
Name ; Rank; & - Wme - SSAN: S e (&
Unit DEROS

er Foothall Contest

Win a 3-Day Cape St. Jacques Vacalion!

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC EIGHT
Arkansas California
Baylor Oregon
Rice (S)regon ‘State
i : outhern Cal
Southern Methodist Stanford
Texas UCLA
Texas A&M Washington
Texas Christian Washington State
Texas Tech ATLANTIC COAST
IVY LEAGUE Clelglson
Brown Duke
: Maryland
Columbia North Carolina
Cornell North Carolina State
Dartmouth %outh Carolina
Harvard irginia
Pennsylvania Wake Forest
Princeton SOUTHEASTERN
Yale Alabama
Auburn
BIG TEN Florida
Illinois Georgia
Indiana Kentucky
Iowa Louisiana State.
Michigan Mississippi :
Michigan State Mississippi State
Minnesota Tennessee
ggrthgrestern Vanderbilt
io State
Purdue WESTERN ATHLETIC
Wisconsin Arizona
Arizona State
MISSOURI VALLEY Brigham Young
Cincinnati Colorado State*
Louisville New Mexico
Memphis State Texas at El Paso
North Texas State Utah
Tulsa Wyoming

Wichita State

* Ineligible for title

Who’s Number One?

3

it her all every second of every working day. How about it, Skytroopers?

. %

Janine Reynaud takes a break during the shooting of ““Succubus,” being put out by Trans m

6

erican Films. Our info says Janine is an aciress that gives
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trooper.

C, 1st Bn of the 7th Cav, north of LZ Wescoit.

Specialist Four Dennis Baker, a medic with Carlie Company,
1st Bn, 7th Cav, bandages a small injury for a fellow Sky-

Mortarmen fote their hardware to ¢d new defensive position while on

Searching for Charlie

Skytroopers from Company C, 1st Battalion of
the 7th Cav didn’t have to ask why they were
combat assaulting into the jungle north of Fire
Support Base Wescott. The Blues from the 1st
Squadron of the 9th Cav had been in the area
the day before and had killed 11 enemy. The
enemy was definitely operating in the area.

The company spent the first day humping
through the dense undergrowth. The ¥irst night’s
ambush netted two NVA and acted as a baro-
meter of enemy action.

Searching the area at first light, Charlie Com-
pany found newly dug NVA fighting holes and

‘fresh troop tracks.

The second platoon hit the jackpot on the
2 £l £ 3

While their Huey hovers only inches aov the landing zdhe,
Charlie Company troopers hop off to begin their long search
for the enemy.

third day. Checking out a narrow path just off
the main trail, First Lieutenant Michael Crow
uncovered a two-and-a-half-ton rice cache. His
men found five more caches and the company
spoiled Charlie’s dinner — seven tons-of it. One
NVA was killed when he got hungry and wand-
ered back to the hidden cache.

The fourth day was spent moving, looking for
fresh signs of the enemy. ¢

The fifth day out weary Skytroopers got fresh
water and hot food from a log bird. Letters
were delivered by the welcome bird, lifting spirits
throughout the company.

But the breather didn’t last long and.Charlie
Company went back to work, humping, looking
—and waiting for the next log bird to arrive.

& 3

%

Photos by SP4 B. Ahrbeck

patrol with Com puy

R _ g A
On the prowl for enemy ftrails is a scout dog team assigned

; to the lead platoon in the company operation.




