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ARVNs, PFs, RFs

Viet Forces Diversified

PHUOC VINH — ARVN, VC,
RF, PF, NVA, NPFF, CIDG —
it is getting to the point where
one can’t tell friend from foe
without a program.

Everyone knows that ARVN
stands for the Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam — they’re on
our side. The VC, Viet Cong, and
the NVA, North Vietnamese
Army, are the enemy.

But what is an RF or PF? If
you were told CIDG elements
were in the area, how would you
react?

levels eof counter-guerrilla mili-
tary activity.

The Popular Forces (PF) are
drawn from the villages and
hamlets, receive ARVN basic
training, then return to their
homes to defend them.

.The Regional Forces (RF) are
similar to the U.S. national
guard. They also take ARVN
basic training, then return to
their district or previous units.
They wear the ARVN green fa-
tigue uniform with blue beret —
the beret is the key to recogniz-
ing most fighting units.

Of course, the nation’s prima-
ry defense mechanism is the
Army. It has a three month bas-
ic training period, a six month

fight with, talk to, or at least see gg(s) %%l;?.gl i?ngls?) gmfiugfogg;
members of the various defense - cadat ool e \Xlest
elements during your tour. It

= Point. .
g)‘;gyh;rgf helpful to know who “ 'y pp PF and ARVN troops

are all paid the same. They are
South Vietaam has three basic all ¢n active duty.

...For God
And Country

By Chaplain (CPT) Patrick J. Boyle
2/8 Battalion Chaplain

The wise person does not judge and choose according to rebel-
lious instincts or misguided opinion—he chooses according to the
teachings of God and in reference to his final end, which is to see
God face to face. :

He sees God’s will in all things—in sorrows as well as in
happiness—and surrenders to God’s will in all things.

He chooses God’s way freely and generously and not merely
when God’s will is in accord with his own.

Moreover, wisdom leads the man to be content with God’s favor
and guidance and not to ask for signs and wonders to prove His
presence and power.

Wisdom puts charity above everything. Truth and justice alone
are not sufficient, for they are never complete without charity.
“‘Charity is the bond of perfection.”

The wisdom-orientated individual sees the meaning and the
eternal value of love for God, and he uses every opportunity to
express this love by prayer and by helping his fellow man.

.All of these forces can be
found in the FIRST TEAM’s
area of operation. It is quite
likely that you will work with,

‘Four elite fighting units have
been created, operating on a
higher pay scale. ;

Each wears tiger fatigues and
a distinctive beret — red for Air-
borne; brown for ‘Rangers;
green for Marines; and dark
green for Special Forces.

Everyone wears a beret. In-
fantry and artillery personnel
wear light blue, while the mech-
anized units wear black berets.

There is still another fighting

group — The Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG), profes-
sional soldiers of various nation-
alities. They work closely with
U.S. Special Forces and wear ti-

ger fatigues but no green beret.

This leaves the NP, National
Police, the NPFF, National Po-
lice Field Force and the RDC,
Revolutionary Development
Cadre.

Actually, the RDC is not a de-
fense group but rather similar to
VISTA volunteers stateside.
These volunteers live and work
with the villagers in an attempt
to improve rice yields, school
systems and other problems.

.The National Police is found in
large cities like Saigon, direct-
ing traffic, catching thieves or
carrying out other duties nor-
mally associated with police
work.

The NPFF is a military secur-
ity force usually operating in the
large cities. Dressed in brown ti-
ger fatigues with M-16’s brased
against their hips, they stand
guard at hotels, public buildings
—-:la(nywhere terrorists might at-
tack.

Airborne Sandbags . . .

Second Lieuienant Robert

(U.S. Army Photo by PFC James McCabe)
Krause

(left) and Sergeant

Thomas Gutierrez, both of Company B, 8th Engineer Bat-

_talion, guide a load of sandbags to the roof of the TOC

(Tactical Operations Center) at Fire Support Base Buttons,
home of the 1st Air Cav’s 2nd Brigade.

Red Cross

By SP4 Ron Wright

FSB BUTTONS — 1st Air Cav
Red Cross representatives play
an important role in Vietnam —
acting as a direct liaison Dbe-
tween Skytroopers and their
families stateside. :

Robert D. Means, assistant

Traffic Jam . ..

E 3 (U.S. Army f’hoto b:,-w SP4 Tom Bénic)
Traffic gets a little heavy sometimes as 1st Air Cavalrymen await their turn for a haircut

at Jose's Barbershop at Fire Support Base Vivian. Specialist Four Jose Ontiveros handles

up to 20 ‘“‘customers’’ daily.

field director for 2nd Brigade
Red Cross, is no stranger to the
problems of the fighting man.

- He spent four years during
World War II flying P-51 pursuit
fighters and is well aware of the
need for services Red Cross of-
fers.

..The Red Cross handles 33,000
messages a year between: ser-
vicemen and their homes. Some
1,500 a month come from the
Cav.

“We handle everything from
birth and illness to family con-
cern for the individual soldier,”
said Means. ‘“Welfare of the im-
mediate family is our primary
concern.” i

When an emergency arises,
the Red Cross is quick to act. A
man with an emergency at
home can be there within 24
hours of the time he receives the
notice.

.“In one case, we had the man

Links GI to ‘World’

on his way three hours after the
emergency was reported to his
hometown Red Cross,”” Means
recalled.

The Cav has Red Cross offices
in each brigade with the division
office operating out of Phuoc
Vinh.  There is also an office at
AG rear in Bien Hoa, where
emergency leaves are approved.

‘“The Red Cross can only be
efficient if the soldier knows
how tc use it properly,” Means
said. “If his family knows to
centact the local Red Cross rath-
er than writing to the service-
man himself, we can have him
on his way the same day rather
than forecing him to wait until we
contact the home chapter from
here, not to mention the seven
day delay caused by the mail.”

With the Red Cross nearby,
the Skytrooper knows he’s only
a phone call and a 19-hour ride
from home if the emergency is
demanding. :
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Analysis Team
Checks Craters

PHUOC VINH — Its tech-
nique may not win plaudits from
scientists, but the 1st Air Cav-
alry Division’s ‘“‘crater analysis’’
team gets the job done.

The 1st Cav’s 1st Battalion,
30th Artillery, crater analysis
team, whose job is totally unre-
lated to the test tube and stuffy
lab atmosphere of science, goes
to work the minute incoming
rockets start hitting.

The team — Sergeant First
Class Hugh B. Jackson, Staff
Sergeant Selwyn R. Thompson
and Specialist Five Alan J.
Nickerson — examines craters
left by incoming rockets to de-
termine the type of round, angle

of impact and direction of ori-
gin.

The information, often gath-
ered while other incoming
rounds are hitting, enables artil-
lery units fo get an accurate
idea of the enemy’s location and
to engage it with effective count-
erfire.

Speed 'is an important part of
the team’s job.

“Usually, we’ve gathered our
information within 10 minutes
after the round has hit and we
have passed it along to artil-
lery,”” Sergeant Jackson said.

Hearing the sound of incoming
rockets overhead, the team
doesn’t run for the cover of a
bunker but for its jeep and the
area of impact.

‘“Most times, the remains of
the incoming rockets are too hot
to handle when we reach them,”
said Specialist Nickerson.

Laundrymen
Don’t Scare

FSB BUTTONS—Five tons of
clothes and more than 12 thou-
sand gallons of water are
enough to scare any laundry
man.

But it’s all in a day’s work for
1st Air Cav Quartermaster Ser-
geant Lucas Gatson and the 12
men who work with him.

Lccated at Fire Support Base
Buttons, heme of the 2nd Bri-
gade, the laundry serves two
battalicns in the Seng Be area.
The huge volume of laundry
keeps the shop open 20 hours a
day.

Sergeant Gatson insures that
laundry brought in by individ-
uals, platoons or companies will
be clean and ready for pick up
in two days.

“It’s a big job but we have the
equipment to handle it,”’ Ser-
geant Gatson said. ‘“Yet we’re
ready to move out on an hour’s
notice.”

Cache Found—

(Continued From Page 1)
tion when I spotted two SKS’s
and a rusty AK-47 laying on the
ground,” Specialist Four Bill
Meyer, pointman for the second
platoon, said. ‘“We moved in for

" a closer look and saw what ap-

peared to be an old NVA bunk-
er.”

It turned cut to be a 15-foot
square underground arsenal,
fully equipped with a bamboo
floor and shelves.

Two 82mm mortar rounds had
been set up as booby traps
guarding the entranceways to
the cache. Specialist Meyer,
quick to spot the booby traps,
warned the Skytroopers of their
presence.

The weapons were removed
from the bunker and humped
back to the forward observation
base by the Air Cavalrymen. It
took four hours and seven sort-
ies to move the weapons from
the jungle to Fort Compton.

The remaining munitions
along with the two 82mm mortar
rounds that had been set as
booby traps were destroyed in
place.

Candlepower . . .

¢U.S. Army Photo by PFC James McCabe)

Slashing through the night with 120 million candlepower, Flashlight One, operated by the
1st Air Cav’s 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery, destroys the enemy’s cover of darkness from high
atop Nui Ba Ra mountain. Specialist Four Ed Olenik makes sure that the light will operate

properly later in the night.

Searchlight Cuts Defense

By SP4 Ron Wright

FSB BUTTONS — Carrying a
torch for Charlie, Flashlight
One, situated atop Nui Ba Ra
mountain puts 120 million can-
dles into action at the flick of a
switch.

Slashing through the darkness,
the searchlight cuts the last de-
fense of the enemy against the
firepower of the 1st Air Cav’s
2nd Brigade — night.

Shining from a height of 1,000
feet above Fire Support Base
(FSB) Buttors, home of the 2nd
Brigade, the searchlight beacon

Test Fire . . .

Skytroopers from the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, test fire the M-60 machinegun to insure

that it will function properly in a real firefight.

(By U.S. Army Pho

can illuminate a large circle

zround its mountain perch.

Both maintenance and oper-
ation of the light is the responsi-
bility of a team from 3rd Pla-
toon, C Battery, 4th Battalion,
60th Aerial Defense Artillery,
presently under operational con-
trol of the Cav.

‘“This is the best of our sta-
tions,”” said Private First Class
Roger Phillips. ‘It gets dan-
gerous on ground level bases,
shining a 'light through the
smoke of an attack — the light
is an obvious target for enemy.”

The mountain-top searchlight
is one of several spotlights oper-
ated by the platcon. Teams

switch from one to another ev-

ery few weeks.
In addition to the visible light,
now familiar to the defenders of

FSB Buttons, the light can pro-
duce an infra-red light used

‘primarily for the defense of the

mountain top.

From its relatively secure

-position high in the air, the team

puts its beam into action each
night when one of the bases call
on it to light up the defensive
perimeter.

Only an occasional complaint
— ‘“Hurry up, it’s cold up here”
— comes over the radio from
Private First Class Donnie

-Leonard, as the cold mountain

breeze shares the night with the
light.

But the defenders of FSB But-
tons and other firebases around
Song Be know they can depend
on the men atop Nui Ba Ra for
light anytime it’s needed.

RVN Native Heads
‘Bird’ Repair Crew

By SP4 Barry H. Bjornson

BEARCAT — A Vietnamese
leading a team of Americans?

It’s a familiar sight for the
men of the 1st Air Cav’s 15th
Transportation Battalion sta-
tioned at Bearcat.

Nguyen Huu Uy is the fore-
man of an 11-man civilian avia-
tion team working with Sky-
treopers in the Cav’s helicopter
maintenance battalion.

They perform major over- -

hauls on CH-47 Chinooks of Com-
panies A and B of the 228th As-
sault Support Helicopter Battal-
ion (ASHB).

Uy left his native Vietnam at
age 17. He spent 12 years in the
United States, working for his
aeronautical engineering degree
at Northrop Institute in In-
glewood, Calif. He worked sev-
eral years for Boeing in Penn-
sylvania.

He returned to Vietnam with
the Lockheed aircraft mainte-
nance team because he wanted
to aid in the struggle for peace
in his country. Two of his broth-
ers serve in the Vieinamese
armed forces.

The employment of -civilian
teams to work on the mighty
Chinooks is a new idea. Former-
ly, all Chinooks were sent back
to the States after 1,800 flying
hours. There they received com-
plete overhauls, coming back to
Vietnam a new aircraft.

Due to the cost and lost flying
time, the aircraft are now over-
hauled here after completion of
1,800 air time. ;

There are 24 Lockheed teams
working throughout Vietnam.
Another team will soon arrive in
Bearcat, due te¢ the Ilarge
amount of work.

The team, consisting of an in-
spector, an electrician, five
sheet metal men and four me-
chanics, does a thorough job on
the aircraft.

The men go over the Chinooks
carefully, dismantling and
cleaning everything. If a part
looks worn, it is replaced. Areas
of high stress get close atten-
tion. :

The effort of the team is a ma-
jor factor in keeping the air in
the airmobile 228th ASHB.
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A member (above) of Combat Tracker Team
No. 1 (62nd Infantry) checks out the bushes
while on a mission with the 1st Air Cav’s
Company C, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry. The
tracker team’s job is to ‘‘re-establish con-
tact with the enemy.” Two trackers (below)
check out a structure, looking for a cache.
This time the Skytroopers came up empty
handed.

Bruce (above), a black Lab-
rador Retriever, and his
handler, lead Combat Track-
er Team No. 1 (62nd Infantry)
and members of the 1st Air
Cav’s Company C, 5th Battal-
ion, 7th Cavalry, on a mission
near Fire Support Base But-
tons. After an uneventful day
(below), the team—one of
four assigned to the Cav—
hikes back to basecamp.

Trackers

\D y
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Charlie’s Steps
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Photo-Story by PFC James McCabe

FSB BUTTONS—On a sharp hand signal from the platoon
leader, the squad dropped into a crouch and froze—everyone,
that is except Bruce.

With his ears perked up and his nose delicately sniffing,
Bruce carefully probed the dense elephant grass for the scent
of the enemy.

Bruce is a blaék Labrador Retriever, a tracker dog, belong-
ing to the Ist Air Cav Combat Tracker Team No. 1 (62nd
Infantry), currently operating from Fire Support Base Buttons.

“Our mission is to re-establish contact,” explained First .
Lieutenant Richard Braumer. “We are normally used, say, if
a unit springs an ambush and some of the enemy soldiers get
away.”

One of four combat tracker teams assigned to the Cav,
Team No. 1 spends three weeks working out of a brigade
headquarters, then returns to the division’s Phuoc Vinh base-
camp for a week.

Operating on a mission basis, the tracker teams receive
their assignments from the brigade. They stay on a mission
as long as they’re needed.

“If we don’t find what we’re looking for in one day,
sure, we’ll stay a week, two weeks, a month as long as we’re
tracking,” said Lieutenant Braumer.

Bruce, the glamorous member of the team, is “worth

somewhere between $1,500 to $1,800,” estimated Private First
Class Walter Phillips, the team’s dog handler.

“From 1965 to 1967, Bruce was used in Borneo and
Malaysia by the British,” said Lieutenant Braumer. “He was
sold to the Americans when they started a combat tracker
program.” :

Since his assignment to Vietnam, Bruce has been wounded
twice. He spent two weeks in a hospital last January recuperat-
ing from a claymore-inflicted injury.

How does the enemy feel about combat tracker teams
and their keen-nosed “point-dog?”

“They know that we are being deployed because they
lay deceptions, backtrack,” said the lieutenant.

“All dogs, visual trackers, have some kind of price on
their heads, but we don’t know how much,” added PFC
Phillips.

Bruce had no comment on that.
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Grunts
Learn

Fast
InField

By PFC Robert Hackney

FSB JAMIE—Lessons on life in the field
come fast and must be absorbed immediate-
ly by the new men in the 1st Air Cav as
Private First Class Jerry Olson and others
soon find out.

“T thought I'd be handed an M-16 before
I got off the plane,” said PFC Olson. ’’That
was the first of my surprises.”

The rifleman from Charlie Company, like
all new men joining the 2nd Battalion, 7th
Cavalry, was first given a welcome and then
a briefing explaining his job by the battalion
commander.

An intelligence report familiarized him
with his company’s past and current activi-
ties, and the job that the battalion was per-
forming in its area of operations.

Then came the field.

“At first I looked around so much to
see what was going on that I didn’t even
know where I was walking,”” said Private
First Class David Burl, another new Sky-

trooper. “But after I saw nobody else was

worried, I calmed down.”

One adjustment the new man faces is
becoming accustomed to the sounds of the
jungle at night.

“The first night I had guard, I thought
I heard an enemy company moving out
there,” said PFC Burl. ‘I just knew they
were going to come charging right at my
bunker.”

Also, a new man has to pick up the slang,
nicknames and improvised uses for the load
of equipment the infantryman carries.

He also finds that it takes at least twice
as long to perform simple tasks that the
experienced grunt handles in minutes.

“The first time somebody asked for a
‘38’ (can-opener), I started looking around
wondering if I was supposed to have a re-
volver,” PFC Burl laughed.

But, with the help of experienced vete-
rans, the new man rapidly learns how to mix
his peanut butter and jelly to make C rations
tastier and how to set down his box am-
-munition without making noise, acquiring
the skills and knowledge that enables him
to live in reasonable comfort and security
in the jungle.

RANGERS

2/7’s SGT ‘Ski’ Prepares
Recon Platoon for Patrols

By PFC Robert Hackney

FSB JAMIE—You might call it
“rangerization” but by whatever
name, members of Sergeant “Ski’s”
Ist Air Cav recon platoon are be-
lievers.

Sergeant First Class Thomas L.
Orzechewski took the Company E,
2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, recon
platoon through an intensive nine-
day training period to prepare it to
function like a ranger unit, staying
out in the field for five days, then
coming in for two days to resupply.

Its objective will be to find land-
ing zones and “hot” areas where line
companies can be inserted. And this
is the way Sergeant “Ski” wants it.

“The recon platoon should be
more capable of looking for and
finding the enemy,” the sergeant
said. “The advantage is in being a
small-sized force with greater mo-
bility.

“Long range is no handicap —
the recon platoon can move any-
where in any direction and still
make its objective.”

Sergeant Orzechewski, orphaned
during the Korean War, was
adopted by an American family and
brought to the United States in
1954. He wanted to return to Ko-
rea, so when he was old enough he

joined the Army and served two
years. in Korea as an infantry in-
structor.

His first Vietnam tour was also
with the Cav as a recon platoon
leader and now the nine-year Army
veteran, is back training soldiers in
the FIRST TEAM’s 1st Brigade.

After a day of test-firing and
zeroing weapons, the recon platoon
spends three days practicing tactical
formations such as fire and move-
ments and the quick kill technique
under simulated combat conditions.

Then everybody packed up and
goes on a four-day mission to the
field.

“A quick reaction to contact
situation is most important, and this
must be learned,” Sergeant “Ski”
said. “Once you practice and learn
how to do it, it’s as easy as eating
with chopsticks. At first it’s hard
but after you practice it, you can
catch a fly in mid-air.”

Sergeant “Ski” feels that the
American soldier is not at a great
disadvantage fighting an unconven-
tional jungle war.

“We can adapt to the environ-
ment easily because of our supply
and support,” he said. “But the
key to success is to have devoted
people.”

s : &

Where does a hard working 19-year-old English fashion model go for some sun and sand? Anna Leigh seems to have found the answer on the French
Riviera where she certainly softens up this rocky strand of beach.
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Thanks for

the Memories

%c, Vs
Doe 25, 1969

Sbyosurs. of the 1ot (i Car Division

Cloidtnas, 1969, cna well muvsr friget.

Bob Hope acceptis the iraditional cavalry hat from 1st Air
Cav Sergeant Major Lawrence E. Kennedy following Hope’s
performance at Lai Khe. Members of the Hope Christmas
shew included the Les Brown band, astronaut Neil Arm-
strong, singer-actress Connie Stevens, singer-dancer Teresa
Graves of the ““Laugh-In’’ television show, dancer Suzanne
Charny, the 13-girl dance group ‘‘The Golddiggers” and
Miss World, Eva Rueber-Staier of Austria.

Astronaut Neil Armstrong (left), first
man to walk on the moon, joins with
the Bob Hope Christmas show cast in

singing the finale, “Silent Night.” Cavalalr
Actress-singer Connie Stevens (above) Staff PhOtOS
belts out a tune for Skytroopers at Lai

Khe. Air Cavalrymen also saw Hope /

shows at Cu Chi and Long Binh.
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Civilians Working

In Vital Positions

By PFC David Roberts

FSB BUTTONS — While their
fathers and husbands are fight-
ing the NVA, more than 300
Vietnamese civilians are doing
their part at home by working at
this 1st Air Cav basecamp.

Filling vital jobs, ranging
from kitchen help to construc-
tion of bunkers, the women and
youths are most often working
to fill the economic gaps while
the men of the family are fight-
ing with the ARVN forces.

“They are hired just as they
would be in any other job back
in the States,” said Captain
Bryan J. Fitzgerald, civilian
personnel officer of the Cav’s
2nd Brigade.

A civilian seeking a job at
Fire Support Base Buttens first
undergoes a thorough National
Police investigation which
checks family background and
personal history.

Records are sent from the lo-
cal National Police to Long
Binh, where a security clear-
ance is issued. After a medical
examination, the Vietnamese is
ready to start work.

“The workers range in age
from 16 on up,” Captain Fitzge-
rald said.

Most of the fringe benefits giv-

Youngster

Leads Way
To Cache

By SP4 Ren Wright

FSB BUTTONS — Children
bury the darndest things, as

~ Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th

Cavalry, found out when a 10-
year-old Hoi Chanh directed it to
a cache site containing one ma-
chinegun and two Russian SKS’s
which he buried himself just be-
fore rallying to the government.

‘“We thought maybe we were
being led into an ambush,” re-
called Specialist Four Benjamin
P. Gueverra.

Under the cover of a heavy
ARA (aerial rocket artillery)
prep, 1st platoen combat as-
saulted inte the area of the
cache with the young rallier in
the lead.

The trail to the site led the
platoon through an old Chieu Hoi
Center, across a swamp and
about a mile through heavy
jungle.

“Our guide had numerous lap-
ses of memory about the exact
location of his weapons and this
did little to allay the thought of
ambush,” said Specialist Four
William Wilmer. ‘“But, at last,
the old VC hut in which they
were buried was located.”

The silence of the hump back
to the pickup zone was inter-
rupted by the crack of an AK-47
from the dense jungle.

“It must have been a lookout
from the cache site,” said Staff
Sergeant Robert J. Teague. “He
seemed to be on the same trail
we used.”

Snapping into immediate com-
bat posture, ‘“we threw every-
thing we had at him,”’ recalled
Sergeant Teague, and ‘“we re-
ceived no further fire.”

As Cobras raked the woodline
just in ecase, the Skytroopers
were extracted, leaving the ene-
my short three weapons and cne
young soldier.

en to workers in the States are
also accorded to Vietnamese eci-
vilians. They work an eight hour
day, six days a week, with time
and a half for overtime.

They receive double pay for
working on Vietnamese holidays
and are given medical benefits
and disability compensation. In
case of pregnancy, full wages
are paid two weeks prior to and
two weeks following delivery.

“The jobs give these people
spending power they’ve never
had before,”” said Lieutenant Mi-
chael Olenczuk, assistant civil
affairs officer. Almost 100,000
piasters are paid the -civilian
help at 2nd Brigade every three
days.

Civilian labor frees 1st Air
Cavalrymen for other duties
and, just as important, gives a
boost to the economy of Song
Be, capital of Phuoc Long Prov-
ince.
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ACTION
OF THE
WEEK

By PFC Charlie Petit

PHUOC VINH — 1st Air Cav-
alry gunship crews and artil-
lerymen Kkilled 42 enemy and
chased a large NVA force from
a well dispersed bunker complex
southeast of Fire Support Base
(FSB) Mary in the week’s sig-
nificant action.

Clinging to the complex, the
NVA held out for two days be-
fore relinquishing the position in
the face of superior Cav fire-
power.

The two-day engagement be-
gan when a LOH (light observa-
tion helicopter) from Troop C,
1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, flying
visual recon took light small
arms fire from what appeared
to be a small North Vietnamese
element in the heavy jungle be-
low.

The pilot called in artillery
from FSB Mary and requested
an Air Force bombing run to si-
lence the enemy gunners. The
doorgunner spotted one NVA
half-concealed in a bunker, fir-
ing an AK-47 at the LOH. A
burst of machinegun fire ripped
into the bunker, killing its occu-
pant.

With artillery and fighter-
bombers making runs, it be-
came evident that more than a
few NVA were in the area.

Cobras, LOH’s and artillery
tere into the pesition through the
afterncon. An assessment at
dusk revealed that 15 enemy sol-
diers had died.

The following morning, a
Charlie Troop LOH pilot brought
his bird down to tree-top level,
searching for signs of activity. A

In Stitches

(U.S. Army Photo by PFC James McCabe)
A former VC sewing machine used for making enemy flags is now being used by Sister
Mary Thomas to teach Montagnard girls to sew. 1st Air Cavalrymen from Company C, 5th
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, captured the machine when they found a VC flag factory and gave it
to the school in Song Be.

Machine Sews Allegiance

By SP5 George Vindedzis

FSB BUTTONS — A one-time
Viet Cong sewing machine cap-
tured by 1st Air Cavalrymen is
now being used to sew up the al-
legiance between local Montag-
nards and the government of
Vietnam.

Found in a cache south of Fire
Support Base (FSB) Mary, the
sewing machine was carried by
Skytroopers through the heavy
jungle to a pickup zone, and
from there, backhauled to FSB
Buttons, home of the Cav’s 2nd
Brigade. y

When Company C, 5th Battal-
icn, 7th Cavalry, came to But-
tons for base defense, company
commander Captain Gerald E.
Knapp approcached Chaplain
(Major) Eugene Allen to see if
he knew of anyone who might be
able to use the machine.

Chaplain Allen did. In the pro-
vincial capital of Song Be, just
north of the brigade basecamp,
Sister Mary Thomas operates a
training school for Montagnard
girls.

The chaplain knew that the

sewing machine would be put to
good use by the nun who tries to
provide the girls with a trade.

“We will have to do a little re-
pairing on the machine,” said
the sister, a native of London,
England, ‘“‘but we will most cer-
tainly be able to use it.”

The black sewing machine
with its silver trim, only a few
weeks earlier part of a VC flag
factory, now rests in the girls’
training center in Song Be, help-
ing to stitch the local Montag-
nards into the fabric of South
Vietnam.

sharp-eyed observer spotted an
unmanned .51 caliber machineg-
un resting in a newly-completed
firing position.

The pilot noted that the area
showed extensive recent use.
Cav artillery destroyed the gun
and wrecked the position.

An hour Iater, as the LOH con-
tinued its persistent search, it
buzzed over a small opening in
the jungle and the crew -saw a
second .51 caliber machinegun,
but this one wasn’t withcut near-
by triggermen.

The bird’s observer spotted

seven green-uniformed North
Vietnamese regulars and 10
bunkers.

As the surprised NVA dashed
for cover and their weapons, /a
Charlie Troop Cobra was al-
ready making a run on the posi-
tion, and Cav artillerymen at
FSB Mary were preparing for
another fire mission.

The choppers destroyed all 10
bunkers, killed three NVA and
counted four enemy soldiers
killed by artillery. The ma-
chinegun was blown apart.

Cav helicopters continued sur-
veillance through the day.
LOH’s and Cobras came under
fire several more times but we-
ren’t hit.

Two Cobras and a LOH were
fired on while checking one of
the Air Force strikes shortly af-
ter noon and killed nine of 10
enemy troops seen moving
through the dense foliage.

The second day’s action left 27
NVA dead. Of the 42 killed in the
two-day fight, 15 were credited
to helicopter crews and the re-
mainder to artillery and Air
Force air strikes.

Wheels Get
Shiny Coat

QUAN LOI — Trailer wheels,
even aluminum ones, aren’t ex-
actly a hot rodder’s dream when
covered with red Quan Loi clay
and a healthy coat of Army O.D.
green paint, but Specialist Four
Don Bentkowski knows potential
when he sees it.

Specialist Bentkowski knew
what he had to do as soon as he
found out that several of the
worn out trailers around the 1st
Air Cav’s 3rd Brigade motor
pool had aluminum wheels,
wheels that would fit a jeep.

“I used to work in a body shop
in Chicago, my hometown, so I
kncw hoew good polished alumi-
num can leok,” he said.

Getting the paint off took all of
Specialist Bentkowski’s spare
time. The process was simple
enough. “I’d just jack up one
wheel at a time, put it in gear,
and hold some sandpaper
against the rim while it spun,”
he explained.

A little touching up the hard-
to-get-at spots and a wheel is
ready for the basic trainee’s
delight — a can of Brasso and a
damp rag.

With the name ‘“Road Run-
ner’”’ lettered across its hood,
. the jeep is ready to do a little
running in real style, thanks to
Specialist Bentkowski’s efforts.

“Now if I can just find an old,

worn out supercharger. . .”




