


The· FIRST TEAM . 

2nd Bn, 20th Aerial Rocket Artilley engages · 
target 

CH-47 "Chinook" airlifts 105 mm 
assualt howitzer 

CH-47A "Go-Go" ship, heavily armed 
Chinook, awaits mission 

• • In Action 

UH-ID "HUEY" brings 1st Cav Skytroopers 
on combat assualt 

CH-54 "Flying Crane" ~oves 
155 mm howitzer during Operation 
Pershing 

. Armored Personnel Carrier ( APC) of 1st Bn, 
50th Mech tests flame thrower. 
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COMMANDING GENERAL'S 

INTRODUUTION 
It is with pride that I wl-ite 

these words commemorating the 
first issue of the "THE AIR 
CAVALRY DIVISION". 

The articles and pictures you 
see on the following pages tell 
the story that you helped write 
-the story of the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) in action 
for the past year. 

Portrayed against the back­
drop of sandy beaches, steaming 
jungles, and swollen streams, 
and accentuated with gun fire, 
the sagas of Phu My, the Cre­
sent, Bong Son Plains, An Lao, 
Due Pho, Son Re, Dak To, Que Son, Phan Thiet, and Tuy Hoa, 
portray you, for whom this magazine was originated, at your best. 

As should be expected, since 21January1968 the FIRST TEAM 
has been blazing a new trail, conducting full-scale operations in the 
northern I Corps Tactical Zone in the Jeb Stuart area of operations, 
from Hue to Quang Tri City. 

The challanges will no doubt be many and the way often frustrating, 
but you and your predecessors have set a pattern under similar 
conditions. The outcome. will be no different. . 

For many, this is the last issue you will receive here. I hope you 
will treasure it as you reflect on your service as a Skytrooper. 

For others, it will be but the .first of four. "THE AIR CAVALRY 
DIVISION" will be published quarterly and each issue will depict 
another chapter in the epic of THE FIRST TEAM. 

I join you in looking forward to them. 

. ~J ·~ 
JOHN J. TOLSON 
MAJOR GENERAL, USA 
COMMANDING 

lST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) 
MG John J. Tolson, Commanding General: BG Richard Irby, Assistant Division Commander; 
BG Oscar E. Davis, Assistant Division Commander; Major William Willers, Chief of 
Information and History . 

THE AIR CAVALRY DIVISION is an authorized publication of the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). It is published for the benefit of all Skytroopers serving in Vietnam. Views 
and opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Department of 
Army. This publication is printed at Dai Nippon Printing Co., Ltd , Tokyo, Japan. 



OPERATION 
The 1st Cay in 
BINH DINH PROVIENCE 
Feb. 1966 to Feb. 1967 PERSHING 

On February 12, 1967, the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division launched Operation 
Pershing in Binh Dinh Provence. The 
fourth combat oper·ation conducted by 
the "FIRST TEAM" in the Battle for 
Binh Dinh, Pershing encompassed the 
Bong Son Plains, the fertile Crescent 
area, the Phu My Valley, and the An 
Lao Valley. · 

The rice rich areas of Pershing had 
long been communist controlled, power 
having passed directly from the Viet 
Minh to the Viet Cong. As Operation 
Pershing drew to a close in January 
1968, power had been wrested from 
the Viet Cong infrastructure and the 
enemy had been severely battered . 

The first division-sized operation 
conducted by the Cav, Pershing pitted 
the Army's unique airmobile division 
against the 3rd North Vietnamese Army 
Division, a very unequal match which 
cost the communists over. 6,000 killed 

during the year long operation. During 
previous operations in the Bong Son 
and Crescent area, the quick reacting 
Cav had engaged battalion size ele­
ments of the 3rd NV A DIV on eight 
different occasions between September 
and December 1966. For much of the 
year, only two brigades were in the AO, 
as the Cav's abi li ty to react quickly as­
sisted beleagured allies at Kontum, 
Que Son, Dak To and Due Pho. 

Suffering from the earlier defeats , 
the enemy refused to actively engage 
the Skytroopers, but was hounded 
relentlessly as the Cav dogged his foot 
steps. Only once during Pershing would 
the enemy stand and fight, at Tam 
Quan in December, and then he would 
lose 650 men from the 22nd NV A 
Regiment. 

Operation Pershing was largely un­
glamorous, as the Cav began the 
monotonous task of cordon and search. 

operations that would break the VC 
political stanglehold in the villages . 
Skytroopers surrounding a village, the 
National Police Field Force would 
sweep through and search the area 
for VC. The Cav troops would capture 
or shoot anyone trying to escape. The 
process of physically rooting out th~ 
VC infrastructure had begun, and over 
2,400 prisoners were taken during the 
year. 

While the day to day footwork of 
the infantry lacked glamor, the spec­
tacu lar flying of the I st Squadron, 9th 
Cavalry and the Brigade's scout heli­
copters made up for the drudgery the 
infantry must endure. As the 3rd NV A 
rice gathering elements attempted to 
steal the crops, reconnaissance heli­
copters would engage the enemy and 
the pattern of aerial death was estab­
lished. After being spotted, the enemy 

ALL IN A ROW, Huey's from 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion prepare to drop troopers from 5th Bn, 7th Cav on 
landing zone. 
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MAP KEY 
OPERATION PERSflING. 

- AREAS OF 
MAJOR CONTACT 

FIRST TEAM 
FIRE BASES 

&Z--ENGHSH- t 
LZ TWO BITS 

LZ UPLIFT 

LZ LARAMIE 

LZ MUSTANG I 
LZ GERONIMO 

LZ PONY 
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Operation 

PERSHING 

Moving through the jungle, you 
stay alert and keep quiet. 

Skytroopers assault from Chinook. 

Lift ships approach landing zone during combat assault on Bong Son Plains. 
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Cav Medics normally don't make house calls, but this one makes an exception 
· during cordon and search operations near Bong Son. 

could expect ae rial rocket art illery, 
tube art ill ery, infantry, and the slash­
ing mini -guns of gunships to descend 
upon them. A frequent mi take of the 
NVA soldiers was shooting at a Cav 
helicopter, whic h guaranteed sudden 
death. T he l / 9th a lone accounted for 
over l 700 enemy dead . 

Importa nt rice produc ing a reas we re 
closed to the enemy. In the An Lao 
Va lley, t housands of refugees were 
relocated from the valley, depriving 
the VC and NV A the crops that wou ld 
have been rai sed in their fo rmer 
stronghold . The Kim Son a nd Suoi Ca 
were a lso made de nia l a reas, fo rcing 
the VC to the p la ins in search for. food . 
Artill ery fires pounded the den ia l area 
at night, a haza rd the NVA cou ld not 
face. 

Though onl y a dozen and a half 
majo r engagements were made during 
Pershing, the Cav took a heavy toll of 
the enemy as the gu n hips caught food 
prod ucing units moving down from 
the mo_untains . As hunger gripped the 
NV A, entire compa nies a nd battalions 
attempted to leave their hiding places 
fo r the lowlands a nd were interdicted 
by swift movements of the Skytroopers. 

As the pac ificat ion program pace 
increased, the Cav physica ll y blocked 
VC attemptes to re-gain infl uence in 
the vi ll ages. The Pershing a rea of 
operation extended over J 600 square 
miles, a nd the "FI RST TEAM's" abi li­
ty to hold such a large area d isp layed 
the capabi liti es of a well dep loyed air 
mobile div isio n. Artill ery battered ene­
my position s and was a prime force in 

M-42- "Dusters" fire over M-55 "Quad Fifties" during night interdiction at Landing Zone Willie 
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Operation 

PERSHING 

· denying the 3rd NV A elements move­
ment and access to the fertile areas. 

May 31st saw 100 enemy from the 
9th Bn, 22nd Reg. killed as they came 
down from the mountains to the west 
of the Bong Son .Plains. In June both 
the 2nd VC Reg. and 18th NV A Reg. 
took heavy losses at Dam Tra-0 Lake 
and the Soui Ca. 

By early summer the Cav faced a 
highly demoralized enemy. Chieu Roi's 
and prisoners spoke of the terror that 
ARA and armed Helicopters created 
and of the rapid decay of morale among 
the VC and NV A. Throughout the · 
summer, the sky rained death for the 
NV A as the I/9th Cav made contact, 
and arlillery and air assualting infantry 
would quickly inundate the fleeing 
enemy. 

The 1st Battalion (Mech), 50th 
Infantry joined the Cav in September, 
providing a heavy punch against heavily 
fortified enplacements as their APC's 
rumbled against the NVA in 506 
Valley, Dam Tra-0 Lake, Soui Ca, 
and Bong Son Plains in a quick intro­
duction to combat for the fresh·from­
the-states mechanized battalion . 

The 6th to the 20th of December 
saw the 1st Brigade return from Oper­
ation MacArthur at Dak To to engage 
the Headquarters, 7th and 8th bat­
talions, and supporting companies of 
the 22nd Regiment in the much pub­
licized battle near Tam Quan. 

Door gunner keeps wary eye for Viet Cong. 

In the An Lao Valley, Skytroopers from B Co, 5th Bn, 7th Cav direct artillery support. 
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B Battery, 2nd Bn, 19th Arty fires in support of battle at Tam Quan. 

Two scout helicopters from l /9th 
spotted a hut sporti ng an antenna, 
and when they wheele.d to investigate 
were engaged by machine gun fire . 
Two infantry platoons from the sq uad­
ron were inserted and quickly became 
heavily engaged. 

The Cav's ready-reactionary force, 
B Company, 2nd Battalion , 8th Cava lry 
air assualted into· the area and were 
later joined by l /50th APC's, which 
proved to be the equalizer for assualt­
ing the bunkers and entrenchments of 
the NVA. 

The 40th ARYN Regiment blocked 
to the north and south of the enemy 
headquarters at Dai Dong Village and 
elements of I/8th Cav began assualting 

the fortifications in the village. 
Returning from D ak To, !st Bn, 

12th Cav kept the pressure on the 22nd 
Regiment, and again the Skytroopers 
over ran the fleeing command post. 

As the enemy slipped back to the 
Cay Giep Moutains, the 2/8th got a 
new fix on the NV A across the Bong 
Son River and quickly engaged the 
remnants of the 22nd Reg. headquar­
ters. U.S . and AR VN forces had 
killed 661 enemy. 

Army Chief of Staff, General Harold 
K. Johnson , visited the Tam Quan 
battle site and highly praised the 1st 
Brigade and the 40th AR VN regiment 
for their ability to take the battle to 
the enemy, disrupting the NV A's plans 

for the TET offensive in the Bong Son 
Plains, and for the exceptional per­
formance of the 1st TEAM in OPER­
AT ION PERSHlNG. 

The Vietnamese civilians, most of 
whom had been raised under the Viet 
Cong, witnessed a great transition as 
Operation Pershing crushed the VC. 
Under the direction of the Saigon 
Government, elections were held for 
the first time, and schools, hospitals, 
and refugee centers were constructed. 
Perhaps even more important, High­
way One was opened for commerce 
through Binh Dinh for the first time 
in many years, and the civilians could 
travel to the major cultural centers. 
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Operation 

PERSHING 
7th Bn, 13th Arty advanced party 
hits LZ Cannister for artillery raid 
west of the An Lao Valley. 

Even the muddy An Lao Valley 
water doesn't stop a quick battle-
· field shower by men of B Co, 5th 
Bn, 7th Cav. 

2nd Bn, 5th troopers scramble to helicopters !>rior to combat assault. 
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RECON BY FIRE as men of 2nd Bn, 8th Cav move 
across graves into sniper infested tree line during 
Operation Pershing. 

Mine sweeping by C Co, 8th Engineers is a ticklish job. 

. Loudspeaker accompanies.5th Bn, 7th Cav during sweep 
of An Lao Valley, Psy-Ops people talk NYA from 
caves. 

The APC's of D Co, 1st Bn (Mech), 50th Inf move 
forward with 1st Bn, 12th Cav during battle of Tam 
Quan. 

1st Bn, 5th Cav soldier blasts sniper in trees. 

Smoke surrounds artillerymen during artillery raid . 
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3rd Brigade . . . 

OPERATION WALLOWA 
In early October, 1967, a soldier 

from the 21st North Vietnamese Army 
(NV A) Regiment became a Chieu Hoi 
in Quang Tin Province, in the center 
of South Vietnam's I Corps Tactical 
Zone. 

He was tired , he said , his morale 
was low, and his unit had insufficient 
medical supplies for its casualties . But 
the main re,.ason he had become a 
Chieu Hoi was that he had heard that 
the !st Air Cavalry Division was 
coming to Quang Tin. His leaders, he 
said, had told him the lst Air Cavalry 
Division was the best unit in Vietnam, 
and he wanted to get out while the 
getting was good . 

The soldier's intelligence network 
was good in all counts. The l st Cav's 
3rd Brigade had entered Vietnam's 
Quang Tin and Quang Nam Proviences 

during the first week in October for a 
three and a half month stay that 
ultimately cost the 2nd North Vietna­
me.se Army more than 2400 men killed . 
Three times during the brigade's oper­
ation, 20 or more members of the 
Viet Cong infrastructure would do 
decided damage to the VC structure by 
becoming Chieu Hois due to the 
refentless pressure brought by the 
Cavalry air and ground operations . 

On October 2, the Cav's 3rd Bde 
began the 125 mile move north from 
its Binh Dinh Provience headquarters. 
In the area 20 miles southwest of Da 
Nang, "Operation \.Vheeler/Wallowa" 
had begun . 

During October, the NV A never 
new what had hit them. Cavalry 
companies " ·popped up all over the 
area of operations, dessimating the 

North Vietnamese that tried to escape. 
The Cav helicopters and gun ships 
from 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry created 
havoc among the NV A. 

"On my first day flying here," 
recalled Major Lewis B. Beasley, then 
B Troop's commander, "I saw a 
column of NVA walking in the open 
with weapons and packs. Right away, 
I knew that we were going to do some 
business in this area." 

The NV A simply were not prepared 
for helicopter reconnaisance and gun­
ship tactics, much less the spectacular 
habits of the 1st of the 9th. Flying at 
treetop level, B troop gunships and 
OH-13 scout helicopters dogged the 
NV A's footsteps. Soon the company 
size element was accounting for half 
the 3rd Brigades kills. When the 
operation was three months old, B 

D Company, 2nd Bn, 12th Cav assaults into the Que Son Valley, 25 miles south of Da Nang. 
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The 1st Sergeant from C Co, 2nd Bo, 12th Cav keeps low as fire fight breaks out near LZ Leslie in Que Son Valley. 

Scout helicopter from B Troop, 
during Mini- Cav operation. Trophies from a fire fight. 

----~·:-

~/ 
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Troop had killed 834 NV A, roughly 
ha lf a regiment, whi le losing three men. 

The 3rd Bde's " regular" air mobile 
tactics brought similar results. Spotting 
a would-be ambush, 1st Bn, 7th Cav 
assualted into the area instead of 
walking. The prepatory artillery bar­
rage had sent the enemy fleeing and 
I/7th killed 72 enemy without losing 
a man. 

Throughout October, 5/7th Cav and 
1/7th Cav took turns chasing an NVA 
regiment up the South China seacoast, 
twice killing more than 100 men in a 
single day. · . 

The 2nd Battalion , 12th Cavalry 
was clearing the rugged Que Son area, 
where the costal plains spill into a 
series of river valleys bordered by high 
hill s. Using their massive arti ll ery sup­
port to bludgeon snipers and NV A 
units, 2/ 12th Cav went out hunting for 
the enemy. C Battery, 2nd Battalion , 
20th Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) 
flew extensively at night , blasting the 

enemy as he moved . 
On December 5, B Troop had its 

most significant day when. a 17 enemy 
recona issance party was killed whi le 
performing surveilance on the battalion 
CP. The infantry landed , and collected 
5 pounds of documents that identified 

1 

among the dead the 2nd NV A Division 
political officer, division intelligence, 
operations, and rear services officers 
and 3rd NV A Regiment commander. 
In the documents they found an 
operations order for attacks on all I st 
Cav bases beginning around Christmas. 

The attack s indeed followed , but the 
Cav inflicted heavy casualties during 
the two weeks of preparation. 

A single scout helicopter killed 51 
(of 130 killed that day) enemy who 
were attempting to gather rice. Three 
days later, 5/7th Cav killed 73 inore 
NV A and VC. The brigade lost only 
one man in these actions. 

After careful preparation by dig­
ging-in and stocking supplies, the 

attack started on January 3, 1968 
as rockets and mortar, coordinated 
with ground attacks, struck LZ Ross 
and LZ Leslie. After repelling the 
enemy, the 3rd Bde settled down for 
two weeks of harrassment. ln the Que 
Son Valley, viscious anti-aircraft fire 
restrained the freewheeling helicopters . 

The brigade responded to the enemy 
pressure with almost incredible courage. 
Individual heroism saved the day on 
numerous occasions. 

At the end of the Que Son oper­
ation , nearly every infantryman in the 
brigade had been in heavy fighting, 
and every helicopter had been shot at, 
shot up , or shot down. ln 100 days, 
the I st Cav's 3rd Brigade cou ld say 
they had eng:;i.ged and battered a divi­
sion in some of the heaviest fighting 
the brigade h'ad seen, then taken the 
enemys wor~t counterattacks and 
stopped them .. 

A SEA of cannisters from the extensive artillery fires by 1st Bn, 21st Arty during Operation WaiJowa. 
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1st Brigade at 

OAK TO 
In I 967, for the third time in as 

many years, large North Vietnamese 
Army Forces infiltrated across the 
Cambodian and Laotian borders during 
the month of November to threate n 
U.S. outposts in the highla nd jungles 
of Pleiku and Kontum Provinces. On 
each occasion the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division's I st Brigade was called upon 
to respond to the threat. 

The enemy target for I 967 was the 
large U.S. base camp at Oak To. 
An enemy force estimated to be four 
well-eq uipped regiments had maneu­
vered into positions around the camp 
and were being engaged by elements 
of the 4th Infantry Division a nd I 73rd 
Airborne Brigade, when the first 

Skytroopers arrived. The !st Brigade's 
1st Battalion , !2th Cavalry was called 
for rapid deployment to Oak To. 

Within 24 hours the battalion had 
responded and was relieving be­
leaguered 4th Division units on hill 
724 west of the Oak To camp. Together 
with a. platoon from Company A, 8th 
Engineer Battalion , the men of D, 
I/ 12th worked throughout their first 
day and night to improve the hills 
hastily constructed defences in perpara­
tion for further communist attacks 
which soon materialized. 

The 1st Brigade Headq uarters and 
the 2nd Batta lion , 8th Cavalry soon 
joined the First of the Twelfth in 
sup port of Operation MacArthur a nd 

together with its attached units as­
sumed responsi bility for its own area 
of operation. 

The major action for brigad e ele~ 
ments came in an a rea 9 kilometers 
east of the Oak To camp on a series 
of jungle-covered hills overlooking 
Highway 14, the camp's la nd supply 
route. Massive firepower from air 
strikes, tube artillery and a rmed heli­
copters made the difference as the 
Second of the Eighth methodically 
ga ined first one hill and then another 
from the NV A. 

Veteran noncoms in the battalion 
said the fighting was remeniscent of 
the tactics they had used in Korea as 
the Cavalrymen advanced directly be-
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Oak To··· 
h[nd their supporting fire to push the 
enemy from the strategic high ground. 
The men fought through some of the 
most rugged terrain in Vietnam, crawl­
ing through dense bamboo and under­
brush to within ten meters of the enemy 
positions before they could bring ef­
fective fire on the communist soldiers 
concealed in camouflaged bunkers and 
lashed to the tall trees . 

Nine enemy bodies were found on 
the ridgeline when the five days of 
fighting were over. Blood trails leading 
off into the jungle indicated the enemy 
had paid an even higher price for his 
brief stay on the hills . Two mortars, a 
rocket launcher and seven individual 
weapons were left behind the fleeing 
communists along with mortar, rocket 
and small arms ammunition, grenades, 
demolition supplies and other equip­
ment. 

The 1st Brigade's roll in Operation 

MacArthur was concluded after only 
eleven days though the First of the 
Twelth remained in the area under 
operational control of the 4th Division. 
During the eleven day period brigade 
elements were credited with 17 enemy 
killed by body count plus numerous 
weapons and supplies captured from 
the enemy. Brigade losses were five 
killed and 17 wounded. The massive 
attack planned by the communists 
against a major U.S. installation never 
materialized. 

Crane of 478 Aviation Company moves 8th Engineer bulldozer for clearing operations. 
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The mark of pacification was already 
heavily imprinted over the war torn 
villages and hamlets in Binh Dinh 
Provience as the 1st Cav ended Opera­
tion Pershing. During the year the 
operation was conducted, a great 
change came over the Vietnamese 
civilians as the Communist hold was 
broken. The Cav's Civil Action Pro­
gram involved rooting out the Viet 
Cong infrastructure and keeping it 
crushed, then assisting the Saigon 
government physically in ·rebuilding 
the economic and political structures 
of the Phy My and Hoai Nhon Dis­
tricts. 

Phu My now sports a busy market 
place, open from the first time after 
years of Viet Cong. domination. The 
Phu My District is one of the most 
successfully pacified aeas in Vietnam, 
with Popular Force troops protecting 
the villages and hamlets as the AR VN 
and 1st Cav troops screened the area 
from VC and NV A. 

In Bong Son, a new bus terminal 
.stands crowded with people who how 
have places to go. 

The Phu My market place and the 
Bong Son bus terminal are just two 
of the signs of economic growth that 
result from the re-opening or Highway 
One. With commerce again moving 
along the national highway, old shops 
have been rejuvinated and new business­
es spring up along the only tie between 
cultural centers in Binh Dinh. While 
the road was previously little better 
than a continuous narrow pot hole, 
the bridges have been strenghtened 
or replaced and the road 's width 
doubled by Army Engineers. 

Though the signs and posters have 
faded since September's elections, 
throughout the Pershing area of opera­
tion election posters lined streets and 
highwars as the first national and local 
elections were held. As the Skytroop­
ers watched for VC movement and 
terrori sm, 96.9 per cent of the 87,000 
voters in the AO went to the polls in 
the local balloting, striking a heavy 
blow at the Viet Cong. Th is was l 6 per 
cent higher than the Binh Dinh average. 
During the national elections, 86 per 
cent voted, nearly 16 per cent higher 
than the national average. The peo ple 
had solidly swung their support to the 
GVN . 

Much of the success of a civil affairs 

Refugees are moved by Chinook with their possessions. 
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CIVIL ACTION . .. 

Father Bui Due and members of ~ 
the 1st Brigade check progress on 
the construction of Bong Son 
Refugee Center. 

24 

~ Lieutenant Cameron Lee of 41st 
Civil Affairs Company, delights 
children of Bahnar Village with 
basketball antics. 

No snow for Christmas last year, 
but girl of Van Cang Village 
doesn't mind with present from 
Major Clarence Woliver, A Btry, 
2nd Bn, 20th ARA. 



~- .... The people of Hoai Due Village 
and members of B Battery, 2/20th 

" · ARA discuss plans for building 
l I, dispensary. 

n~ 
11 ~ Dispensary walls go up quickly as 

entire village joins in on project. 

program is measured in qua ntities, a nd 
the FJ RST T EA M did things in a big 
way. 

183,000,000 leaflets a nd Chieu Hoi 
passes were dropped during Pershing 
to provide demoralized VC a nd NV A 
with the o ppo rtunity to retu·rn to the 
GVN . Under the C hieu Ho i or Open 
·Arm s progra m, over 1700 former 
enemy left the VC a nd NV A, a nd a re 
now supporting the Saigon gove rn­
ment. 

100,531 men, women a nd children 
were tre(l ted during sickca ll s a nd 
MEDCAPS. Countless ba rs of soap 
a nd banda ids la id a base of fri endship 
between the Skytroopers and the poor 
Vietna mese in th·e vi ll ages. This fri end­
ship often bl ossomed into la rge r pro­
jects as the FIRST TEAM started 
rebuilding the first of the 17 school 
projects tha t were conducted during 
Pershing. 

Better medical faciliti es were des­
pea rtely need in the villages a nd ha m­
lets, and di spensaries were constructed 
in severa l areas. 

A proud people, the Vietnamese 
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CIVIL ACTION .... 

restricted the 1st Cav's assistance to 
providing transportation, tools, and 
materia l for roofing. The projects grew 
to completion quickly as the villagers 
often took time . from harvesting to 
work on the schools or dispenaries. 

Blackboards, desk, and playground 
equipment found their way into the 
projects as Division Artillery, 1 I th 
Aviation Group, 8th Engineers and 

many other units picked upthecivilian's 
enthusiasm for the program. 

17 refugee camps were built for 
15,000 ·refugees with the assistance of 
12 ARYN Military Civil Action Teams. 
An additional 75,000 refugees were 
resettled by the Saigon government. 
Jn January of 1968, 10 Revolutionary 
Developement Teams began to work in 
38 hamlets as the pacification program 
switched into high gear. Over 700,000 
pounds of captured rice was distributed 
to the poor during the year. 

Though ever week saw clothing, 
food, and medicine distributed to the 
poor, Christmas firmly cemented many 
close relationships between Americans 
and Vietnamese. 

Cotton whiskered Santas with red 

jungle fatigues and a yellow Cav patch 
descended from helicopters and jeeps 
with tons of presents. Toys, clothing, 
fruit and food had been collected in 
many personal Christmas projects, and 
parties were held in dozens of villages 
and hamlets. 

Important, significant strides had 
been made during Operation Pershing. 
Many villages had a means of defend­
ing themselves against the Viet Cong, 
as the Regional and Popular Forces 
gained a balance against the enemy. 
Combined with the new economic and 
poli tical growth, the Vietnamese have 
made a strong stand against the VC, 
and are now able to assist the GYN in 
breaking the remaining VC infrastruc­
ture. 

A shot of penicillin gets a reaction from the whole family during MEDCAP at Tu Loung Village. 
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The Cay's 2nd Brigade 

PHU MY 
The popula r image of pacification 

in Vietnam has been fixed by the pose 
of a hardy GI bending to pop a vitamin 
or a spoon of cod liver oil in the mouth 
of an anonymous Vietnamese child. 

The Cavalry's 2nd Infantry Brigade 
has ha nded out tons of vitamin pills, 
rive rs of cod liver oil but its efforts in 
Phu My and Hoai An Districts have 

relied heavily on extensive building 
and renewal projects , an effective work­
ing relationship with Vietnamese fight­
ing forces and government officials in 
the area a nd a ski ll fu l deployment of 
brigade infantry units to provide a 
security screen against comm unist 
attack. 

Tod ay the a rea is widely recognized 

Skytroopers begin assault against NV A near Dam Tra-0 Lake. 

as probably the most successfu l pacifi­
cation program in Vietnam . 

When the division first moved into 
the area in September of J 966, the 
Viet Cong and two full-strength North 
Vietnamese Army regiments had tight 
contro l over the area. Regimental 
headquarters for t he enemy uni ts 
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PHU MY ... 

Chinook drops howitzer to waiting 
gun crews. 

Villager supplies refreshing shower to 
ammo-bearing Skytrooper. 
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Some times the infantryman only has his thoughts for company. 

operated from the mo un tains nea rby . 
In Operat ion Th aye r in the fa ll of 

1966 the Cav succeeded in smas hing 
the regimenta l command post and 
pushing rema ining enemy elements to 
th e beaches. In the sequel to Thaye r, 
Opera tion Irvi ng, the Cav pursued 
evading enemy forces ·as they fl ed to 
th e coastal plains area. 

And after the fig hting the Caval ry 
stayed to ass ist in putting the pieces 
back together and to insure that 
pac ificatio n a nd renewa l wou ld be 
permanent. 

The Viet Cong a nd No rth Viet­
na mese had left the a rea in a state 
of wreckage . In the dri ve to com pletely 
subve rt the area and people to their 
control, t he communi sts had sys tema­
tically cut roads, burned schools and 
facto ri es. 

The recovery effort has been in the 
ha nds of the G overnment of Vietn am. 
Th e 22nd AR VN Di visio n com mander 
organized teams consist ing of milita ry 
a nd civilian personn el who get renewal 
projects sta rted and then established a n 
adequate system of loca l defense for 

ha mlets. By the end of 1967 program s 
were und erway in 36 hamlets. 

A market pl ace closed fo r more tha n 
a decade is now the bustling center 
of loca l co mmerce in Phu My. The 
sa lt facto ries are aga in operati ng and 
a score of recentl y built schoo ls a re 
ed ucat ing loca l chil dren. 

The Viet Cong a nd North Viet­
na mese have continua ll y shown a 
perchant for symbolic victory. 

Viet Cong and NV A units have 
repeated ly attempted to move back 
into the area a nd deal a leve ling blow 
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PHU MY ... 
to the pacification programs. Not only 
have the communist so ldiers been 
stopped in t heir effort to reach the 
renewed areas but the 2nd Brigade has 
made it increas ingly difficult for them 
to operate at a ll. 

Operating a longside the 2nd Brigade 
in the area are the 41 st AR VN Regi­
ment, the Vietna mese Marines, Civil­
ian lrregular Defense Group and 

National Police Field Force (NPFF) prepare to pull VC from spider hole. 
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local Popular Force and Regiona l 
Force uni ts. Their total strength is 
roughl y that of a division. 

The 2nd Brigade has continually 
supported the Vietnamese forces with 
gunships and artillery support. It has, 
on occas ion, lent them helicopters to 
m ake a ir assaults and when needed, 
put Cavalry troops on the ground to 
a id them during an operation .· 



1st 9th Cavalry 

THE BLUE PLATOON makes combat assualt. 

The 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, the 
"FIRST TEAM's" recon unit, is con­
sidered by many as the Cav's Cav. 

· This unique unit is truly "Airmobile" 
in it's organic structure and has as 
a result, one of the fastest moving and 
quickest reaction abilities in the I st 
Cav. 

The Squadron is· larger than a 
regular infantry battalion and yet 

because of it's breakdown has a very 
small infantry compliment. 

The First platoon is known as the 
Headquarters platoon and is responsi­
bile for mangaement and control of 
the other three platoons. The second 
platoon is the Weapons or "Red" 
platoon, consisting of JO Armed Heli­
copters, both "Huey" gunships and 
the new AH-10 "Cobra" gunships. 

The third platoon or "White" section 
is made up of JO OH-13 "Bubble" 
helicopters and new ''LOH" observa­
tion helicopters. The fourth section is 
the infantry or "Blue" platoon with 
it' s own organic lift helicopters of six 
"Huey" UH-JH's . 

Starting with the scout ships or 
"White" birds, the recon squadron 
investigates areas of interest, whether 
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a suspected enemy troop loca tion o r 
a suppl y ro ute. Covered by the " Red" 
gunships, th e infantry p la too n is in ­
serted to sea rch the area a nd if possi­
ble , make co ntact with the enemy. 
l fa contact does result , th e I st of the 
9th is backed up by a Quick React ion 
Force (QRF), made up of reg ul ar !st 
Caval ry in fa ntry compa nies. 

With its ab ility to react fas t to a ny 
situ a tion , the I st of the 9th made im ­
portant co ntribution s to the "Fl RST 
TEAM's" ca use in Opera tio n Pershing. 
Thi s small but effect ive un it acco unted 
fo r 38 % of the di vision 's kill s d urin g 
the o peratio n and m a in tained a kill 
rat io of 38 to I , one of the highest in 
Vietnam today. 

During Operation Pershing, the 
Squ ad ron ki ll ed 513 NVA , 1,2 14 Viet 
Cong, a nd captured 602 enemy so ldiers. 
They captured 13 crewserved-weapons, 
190 individual weapons a nd 24,927 
ro und s of ammo. 

One of the biggest months for the 
I st of the 9th was the mo nth of June, 
1967. During thi s month , the "Eyes a nd 
Ears" of the Cav started five ba tta li on 
sized ba ttles , accounting for ove r 300 
enem y dead during the month. But 

WHITE PLATOON scout helicopter keeps wary eye for enemy. 

perhaps the best month for the squad­
ron came in Octo ber as two of the 
Air-Cav Troops work ing in Operation 
Pershing killed a total of 514 enemy. 
The third Troop working with the 
America! Division just to the north 
of th e Pershing area of Operation 
claimed a tota l of 350 enemy, bringing 
the tota l for the month of October to 
864 enemy killed by the I/9th. 

·Du ring Operation Pershing, the ! st 

of the 9th can point with pride to the 
fact th at they started over 12 battalion 
sized ba ttles a t the same time keepi ng 
up the daily job of finding , fixing and 
destroying the enemy one at a time. 

This fact of finding, fixing a nd 
destroying the enemy was one of the 
important reasons for the Battle of 
Tam Quan . Started by the 1st of the 
9th, thi s important battle · cla imed 
over 600 enemy. 

RED PLATOON gunship makes low level pass. 
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1st Cay Division 

ARTILLERY 

Chinook drops 105 mm howitzer 
on LZ . . 

The professionalism displayed by 1st 
Cavalry Division Artillery units was 
described well by a young Skytrooper: 
"I sure am glad that the artillery is 
ours. Everytime you need additional 
fire power, it's right there." 

The sense of urgency that keeps Cav 
artillery fires "right there" is no acci­
dent. Continuous practice and cross 
training make every Cav artilleryman 
a real professional. Not only are they 
accurate shooters, but the battery 
members have stamina, often pouring 
3000 rounds on target in a single 
day, often shooting for days on end. 

In addition to the tube artillery, the 
Cav's 2nd Battalion, 20th Aerial Rocket 
Artillery, provides direct fire support 
that the Skytroopers speak about with 

Gun crew runs to howitzer during arty raid. 

awe. With the 105 mm howitzers of 
2nd Bn, 19th Arty; 1st Bn, 21st Arty; 
1st Bn, 77th Arty; ARA combined to · 
bring aerial destruction to the Viet 
Cong at every turn , Their 2.75 inch 
rockets . head a varied arsenal that 
has struck terror into the enemy. 

The artillery raid, developed by the 
FIRST TEAM in 1966, was used over 
a dozen times during Operation Per­
shing, as 7 Bn, 13th Arty, the "almost 
Cav" artillery battalion, struck deep in 
enemy territory. 

The fine support of 1st Bn, 30th 
Artillery's 155 mm howitzers provided 
additional fire power as two howitzers 
went with the 105s during a unique 
combined artillery raid. 

First rounds on the way. 
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ARA and the 
CAY'S TUBE 
ARTILLERY 

ARA engages target in Soui Ca 
Valley. 

C Battery, 1st Bn, 21st Arty at LZ 
Colt. 

155s shoot landing zone prep. 

Hook on arty raid. 



Operation 

Rice paddies afford little cover from snipers, as men from 2nd Bn, 7th Cav move out. 

The I st Air Cavalry Division's 2nd 
Battalion , 7th Cavalry has ended Oper­
ation Byrd , the operation the batta li on 
commander ca ll s: " perh a ps not just 
one of the success stories, but the 
success story of the war in Vietna m." 

The Cavalrymen of 2/ 7th Cav have 
good reason to be proud . As they left 
La nding Zone Barlett nea r Ph a n Thiet 

in Binh Tha un Province, the Viet­
namese vill age rs ack nowledged t he 
a irmobile batta lion's accompli shments 
with: "Horse Soldiers, number o ne." 

When 2/7th Cav a rrived in Binh 
Tha un Provience, the so uthern m ost 
provience in South Vietnam 's II Corp 
Tactical Zone, th e entire a rea was in 
danger of fa lling into the ha nds of 

two Vi·et Cong Batta lions operating in 
the area. The government had receded 
to the immediate a rea of Phan Thiet, 
the provincia l capita l and center of 
profitable fishing a nd fish-sauce manu­
facturing industries. 

After a Region al Force company 
was ambushed a nd virtually wiped out 
in broad daylight while escorting a 
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Operation 

BYRD 
convoy, the Cavalrymen were com­
mitted to Operation Byrd. At that time 
the provience chief was afraid to ven­
ture out of his capital. 

16 months later, the 2nd of the 7th 
"Gary Owen" troopers 'had run up a 
body count of 924 enemy, while losing 
39 of their own men. 

More important, they had cleared 
the populous "triangle" area north and 
west of Phan Thiet for Government of 
Vietnam admin istrators to begin Revo­
lutionary Development work. Excep­
tionally active, the Revolutionary De­
velopement teams went to work on a 
dozen "New Life" hamlets. 

The roads around Phan Thiet opened 
gradually as the 2/7th operations 
fanned out from the capital, until 
travel to the district capitals was 
possible. 

Perhaps the biggest success of Byrd's 
last two months was the reopening of 
Highway I, which had been closed by 
the Viet Cong for years in parts of 
Binh Thaun Provience. 

LTC Joseph T. Griffin , who has 
commanded the 2nd of the 7th Cav 
Task Force since August, recalled the 
effect of the road 's reopening: "The 
word spread like wildfire. Shops along 
the highway, which had been closed 
for years, suddenly came to life again, 
with goods sent up . from Saigon." 
Lobster, fish , and fish-sauce, Phan 
Thiet's main industries,were on the way 
to Saigon by truck. 

One highly significant military de­
velopement was the progress made by 
two ARYN battalions which conducted 

Vietnamese and Skytroopers combine to root out VC in bunker 
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combined operations with the Cav 
task force. 

In these operations which began 
a year ago, a company of U .S. forces 
and ARYN companies worked together 
on a given mission. A platoon of each 
company was assigned to the other 
company, so that ARVN's were under 
G.J.'s and G.J.'s under ARVN's. 

The 2nd of the 7th men who worked 
with the ARVN's felt the Government 
forces had · improved greatly, and 
praised the "Little People" highly for 
the abilities they displayed during the 
combined operations . 

The fighting is far from over in 
Phan Thiet. As allied pressure has 
built and the resources of the VC 
became less, the enemy is resorting to 
terrorists activities. As the 2/7th Cav 
rejoins the main body of the 1st Cav, 
they leave in Binh Thaun Provience a 
Government of Vietnam force that can 
cope with the enemy. 
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