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NEWSLETTER 

POWDER PU FF 4 ... THAT COULD WELL 
be the Callsign for the Brigade logistics office with 
one of its recent additions ... Captain Joan L. Barnes, 
a WAC officer. CPT Barnes, single, brown hair, in 
her twenties, is from Miami, F lorida. She formerly 
worked with the USARV Administrative Section for 
G-4, and hits DEROS in J anuary. In her first line 
job, she says " I like being with the Brigade very 
much. The job put me back in my specialty-supply." 
She has been detail ed to the Quartermaster Corps, 
which is an extremely rare situation so early in a 
WAC's career. She entered the service on graduation 
from Florida State in 1964 and served at Fort 
McClellan Alabama and at the Walter R eed Army 
Medical Center before assignment to Vietnam. CPT 
Barnes' fiance, Major Peter Benoit is presentl y at­
tending Command and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth , K ansas. 

IN-COUNTRY TRAINING ON THE LETHAL 
AH- 1GHueyCobra is now under 1st Aviation Brigade 
administrative control. The new AH- 1 G Training 
T eam has been assigned to the Brigade under the 
operational control of USARV. 

Until its p lacement under the 1st Brigade, the 
team was known as the AH-1G New Equipment 
Training Team (NETT), and was under the control 
of the US Army Aviation Command, St. Louis, Mo. 

Major Ronald Gray commands the new training 
team which will consist of 27 enlisted men and 12 
p ilots. 

The HueyCobra NETT has been recommended for 
the AUSA outstanding aviation unit award and the 
valorous unit citation with the 145th Combat Avia­
tion Battalipn. The old team chief, Captain J erry 
Childers, has been nominated for the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce 1968 Ten Outstanding Young Men 
award. 

HAWK 

A CH-47 "CHINOOK" FROM THE 147TH 
Assault Support Helicopter Company recently per­
formed what was no doubt one of the quickest 
crash rescues of the Vietnam war. 

F lying back to Vung Tau after an ammo resupply 
mission, crew chief Sp4 James Choate spotted a 
forced down Air Force BirdDog. Sp4 Choate alerted 
the pilots, who landed the Chinook in a clear area 
near the crash site. 

The injured crewmen were assisted from the 
wreckage and taken to a Vung Tau medical faci lity 
just 15 minutes after the crash. 

THE U.S. ARMY HAS ORDERED 900 NEW 
UH-1H Huey helicopters. The Army Aviation Ma­
teriel Command awarded the $60 million plus con­
tract to ·Bell Aerospace Corporation. The contract 
calls for delivery of the aircraft by 1970. An addi­
tional $3!h million worth of contracts for Huey 
rotor blade and tail boom assemblies was a lso made 
with Bell. (ANF ) 

THE NEW 4H-56A "CHEYENNE" WILL 
have a built-in computer directed electronic system 
to aid the two man crew in a wide range of activities. 

The electronic system, using data processed by a 
computer, will give the rigid-rotor gunshijJ the capa­
bilities of precise navigation and flight control, fire 
control, and built-in line check out and in-flight 
failure warning. 

The advanced navigation system will enable the 
p ilot to fly unerringly from takeoff to landing with­
out ref erring to the ground, during darkness and 
bad weather as well as in clear daylight. 

Through use of automatic fire control, the crew 
will be able to bring its weapons into instant play 
for first round hits. Th e co-j1ilot/gunner may use 
either a periscope or direct sighting. I n addition, 
the pilot will have a s.ight mounted on his helmet. 
Wherever he looks, a gun points. ( ANF) 



Editorial: 

MAIL CALL 
How many times have you gone to the company mail room hoping 

that the letter you have been expecting for a week or two will be there? 
But when you check the mail room- nothing. 

As a soldier, you know all too well that empty feeling when you 
have not heard from your wife or family for a while. You're moody, 
tenci to become less efficient, and lose interest in your job. But have 
you ever stopped and thought: "Have I been writing to them?" 

Everyone knows how lack of mail affects a soldier's morale, but 
wives, friends and parents are human too, with the same feelings you 
have. They also need to know about you, where you are and what 
you are doing. And if they do not hear from you for a while, it is 
only natural that they begin to worry. Sometimes, they think the worst, 
and wanting all the facts begin inquiries. Soon a slight lack of concern 
to sit down and write a short letter has snowballed into a problem of 
major proportions. 

All of these problems: loneliness, frustration and anxiety, could easily 
be avoided by taking some time every few days and writing the folks 
at home. The small amount of time it takes to write a letter is more 
than rewarded when the mail clerk calls your name. 

CHAPLAIN'S 

CORNER 

Chaplain ( CPT) Dick L. Mull 

52nd CAB 

You probably are acquainted with the TV prograin "To Tell the 
Truth." A panel tries to identify a person who has been described. 
But three people on the show all claim to be that person. The panel 
asks questions to try to discover the person and uncover the two 
imposters. Finally the moderator says, "Will the real-please stand up." 
After a moment of suspense, the real person arises. · 

This game is not confined to TV. You and I play this one often. We 
put on different masks to different people and in different situations. 
"This is the real me," I say to a group on one occasion. On another 
occasion under another mask, I say, "This is the real me." Observers 
may be fooled for a long or short time. But a moderator finally com­
mands: "Will the real you please stand up." At that moment one 
stands in the presence of God, for He is the moderator. At that moment 
each of us is seen as he really is. Evasive and misleading tactics fail. 
No mask will hide you. 

The TV moderator knows the three real identities all the time. He 
is under no illusions. God is under no illusion. He sees us as we are, 
not as we seek to be seen. To see ourselves as we are, we need to seek 
to gain God's vantage point. From there we see most clearly. 
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From the 

CAREER COUNSELOR 
Today's Army is a new and con­

stantly changing Army. It is an 
Army in need of leaders-men 
who are willing to learn and 
desirous of work. Because the 
Army has a growing need for more 
leaders, Officer Candidate School 
presents a timely advantage for 
the man who desires to become a 
commissioned officer and share the 
responsibilities and privileges of 
leadership. 

OCS is a strenuous, fast moving, 
pressured and proving manner for 
a man to earn a commission. And 
the admission standards are as 
rough as the program. Only per­
sonnel with the highest qualifica­
tions - mental, physical and moral 
- can attend OCS. 

You must be a high school 
graduate or have passed the high 
school level General Educational 
Development Test. College work 
will greatly enhance your chances 
of selection. 

You must be at least 18 Y2 years 
old but not have reached your 28th 
birthday. 

You must attain a minimum 
score of 300 on the PCPT and 
meet the moral, medical and 
training requirements as specified 
in AR-350-50. 

OCS, the path to a comm1ss1on, 
is open to. those who qualify. Take 
advantage of the opportunity now 
to earn your "bars of gold." 

HAWK 



E & E TIP GEAR 

aoma TLYINO? THE THINKINO MAN ooEs NOr BURDEN HlMSELF 
DOWN WIT~ UNNECESS.AllY SURVIVAL OE.AR. 

BUT. BE SURE YOU CARRY THE REQUIRED ARTICLES: 
1. DD FORM 5Z8 - GENEVA CONVENTIONS m CARD, 
Z, DD FORM ZAI' - ID CARD 
l. DD TORM 737 - SHOT RECORD 
4. El.E KIT· (BLOOD CHITS, EVASION CHARTS ANO POINTEE-TALKEEI 
5, SURVIVAL VEST OR CHAPS 
6; 000 TAOS 

ALL OTHER ARTICLES AllE OPTIONAL. TAKE ONLY WHAT YOU TEEL 
YOU NEED AND ARE CAPABLE OF CARRYING, JUNGLE TRAVEL IS 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT I 111 

OR THIS? 

"HELIP AD OF THE FUTURE" . .. 

The engines roared to a fevered 
pitch and the downwash whi pped 
the hats off spectator's heads as 
twelve Huey UH-ls lifted off the 
pad simultaneously. This was made 
possible by a new concept in " heli­
port" design wh ich a llows 10 to 12 
helicopters to become airborne 
simultaneously. The concept has 
been put to the test under the most 
rea listic combat conditions at Phu 
Hiep Airfield. 

The Army Engineer design is 
being tested in II Corps Tactical 
Zone by the 17th Combat Avia­
tion Group's 268th Combat Avia­
tion Battalion headquartered at 
Phu Hiep. 

The concept includes the latest 
advancements in anti-mortar pro­
tection for helicopters as well as 
a complete ly new design in ultra­
fast refueling which is critica l dur­
ing emergency tactica l situations 
demanding a quick reaction hcli­
borne force. 

II \ \VI-. 

NOW AT PHU HIEP 
by CPT Joe Lewels (17th CAGIO) 

The experimental refueling sys­
tem designed by a USARV Avia­
tion team is capable of replenish­
ing the fu el supplies of 10 aircraft 
at one time. 

This Airmobilc -refueling capa­
city lends itself to the massive air­
lifts employed by the 268th Combat 
Aviation Battalion in which as 
ma ny as 3000 South Korean troops 
arc heli-liftcd in one operation into 
encmy-occu pied territory. 

The reve tments arc placed a t 
45 degrees angles to the para ll el 
hover lanes so tha t if a mortar 
round shou ld ever strike any spot 
in the complex, there wou ld be no 
more than one helicopter damaged 
in the exp losion. 

The a ircraft arc provided easy 
access to the heliport 's 62 rnortar 
revctrncnts via five hover lanes 
which were constructed in such a 
way that every hclirnptcr is able 
to enter or depart its stall without 
th e dangerous proced ure of hover-

ing bac kwards. 
A total of 400,000 cubic yards 

of sand, decomposed gran ite and 
rock, as wel l as more than 102,000 
man hours went in to the const rue- · 
tion of the modern a ir facility. 

Captain Dav id F. Sapp, Staff 
Engineer for the 17th Combat 
'Aviation Group, commented that 
" it is one of the best designed 
helipor t complexes in South Viet­
nam today. It has succeeded in 
a ll ev ia ting the congestion and 
hazard> normall y induced by. such 
a large number of aircra ft. The 
greatest adva ntage that the design 
provides is the mu ltip le lift capa­
bility which gives the tactica l com­
mander greater Acxibility." 

A series of such complexes lo­
ca ted a t strateg ic areas through­
out Vietnam cou ld be inst rurncntal 
in ra pidly reacting to and crush ing 
any large sca le Viet Cong "Tct" 
li ke offensives, .keep ing the air­
mobi lc forcc3 fl ying. 
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Thirty miles southwest of Ban 
M e Thuot in the southern tip of 
the Centra l Highlands lies a bend 
in a narrow jungle road which wi ll 
never be forgotten by the column 
of US armored and a ir cavalrymen 
or by the enemy who waited for 
them in ambush. · 

The column was led by four 
·armored personnel carriers (A PCs) 
from B Troop, 1j 10th Cavalry 
(under operational control of the 
4th Infantry Division ). Twenty 
heavily a rmed vehicles from D 
troop, 7/ 17th Air Cavalry Squad­
ron followed close behind. The 
column was en route to a rendez­

officer of D Troop, ordered the 
APC's which were under his con­
trol for this mission, into fl anking 
positions on both sides of the road. 
The vehicle-mounted recoilless 
rifles continued down the road to 
where their counterfirepower raked 
the first line ambusher's 20 two­
man fo xholes. 

As the APC's proceeded to cut 
deeply into the enemy fl ank, Huey­
Cobras and Charlie model Huey 
gunships from A Troop of 17th 
Combat Aviation Group's 7/17th 
ACS swept over the retreating 
enemy and selected their targets. 

The helicopters, which had been 
awai ting the co lumn's expected 
arrival a t the rendezvous point, 
were led in by an OH-6 "Cayuse" 
light observation heli copter within 
five minutes after the ambush 
beg.an. 

The onslaught of rockets and 
minigun fire broke the enemy's 
forward line while the advancing 
APCs flanked their rear defensive 
pos1t10ns. Air Cav, ground and 
heliborne, worked as a team to 
turn the tables on the enemy, 
while the armored Cav cut off re­
treat. 

vous point five miles down the road .Once the Air Force began its strikes, the 7/17th Cavalrymen took cover. 
during "Operation Fearless' in II 
Corps. This was a search and 
sweep mission of three enemy in­
filtra ted hills and surrounding vii-

' !ages. 
As the first APC sloughed 

through the axle deep mud at a 
bend in the road, two recoilless 
rifle rounds blasted from concealed 
NVA roadside positions and slight­
ly damaged the vehicle. 

While automatic weapon and 
B-40 rocket fire tore into the road, 
Captain Anthony X. Hoyen from 
Haverstraw, N.Y., commanding 
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from the 7/ 17's A Troop airlifted 
the detainee to the squadron's 
forward base camp for further 
interrogation. 

Veteran Viet Cong recuiter discovered in a village is detained for questioning. 

The nearby villages were check­
ed out and the past effectiveness of 
the recruiter's presence throughout 
the area . became apparent. The 
Montagnard village chiefs said that 
it was common for North Viet­
namese Army troops to spend the 
night in the vi llages and leave in 
the morning with rice plundered 
from the people. The departing 
enemy's words were invariably that 
the villagers had no choice and 
that resistence would be suicidal. 
The villages were being watched 
at a ll times by "Someone." For 
the present, "someone" is neither 
recruiting nor watching the vil­
lagers, thanks to the two Cav units. 

After 15 minutes of close com­
bat, the Cavalrymen withdrew 200 
meters as Air Force jets struck 
the exposed enemy. 

When the air strikes tapered off, 
the enemy survivors fled into the 
dense jungle abandoning their dead 
in the ambush site. Captured 
equipment included two 57mm re­
coiless rifles, one B-40 rocket 
launcher and field gear. 

R egrouping on the road, the 
men of the 7/ 17th and 1/10th 
moved out past the ambush site 
and on toward their rendezvous 
point, aware th.at in this as in 
other jungles throughout the world, 
the hunted sometimes become the 
hunters. 

Shortly thereafter, the column 
rolled into the village of Chi Lang. 
Suddenly the unnatural quiet 
which had hung over the clearing 
was punctuated by three rifle shots. 
Scouts leaped from their vehicles 
just as six men disappeared into 
the dense foliage of the jungle. A 
search of the vi llage revealed a 
man squatting in a dark corner of 
a grass hut. At his side lay a 
briefcase and a pistol. H e offered 
no resistance. As a veteran Viet 
Cong recruiter with six years field 
service, he realized his time had 
just run out. 

HAWK 

When questioned by the recon­
naissance scout's interpreter, the 
man responded in frenzied tones 
declaring loyalty to Ho Chi Minh. 

Within 20 minutes, a gunship 

Once again the column moved 
on toward their destination. For 
the Cav, it is a ll in a day's work. 

The cava,lrymen know that they are never alone as long as there are helicopters 
available. 
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In any war it is important for 
a soldier to be able to distinguish 
friend from foe. H ere in Vietnam 
this become quite difficult at times 
since there is no essential visible 
difference in physica l character­
istics between the average Republic 
of Vietnam soldier and his Viet 
Cong adversary. 

Therefore, the ab ility to identify 
fri endly troops by their uniform 
becomes a crucial factor in many 
of the close combat situations that 
arise in the field . By this year, many 
members of the R epublic of Viet­
nam Forces had been issued Ameri­
can type fatigues. Yet, the uniform 
worn by a large portion of the 
Armed Forces are in general similar 
in design to those employed by 
French troops who had previously 
been stationed here . 

Since the replacement of F rench 
advisors with American ones, U.S. 
Army influence has been predomi­
na nt in modifi cations adopted on 
these uniforms a lso. This influence 
has extended to a number of arti­
cles of the uniform, including 
service caps, helmets, boots, and 
fatigues. 

While olive drab co tton gar­
ments a re worn most of the year, 
woolen uniforms are available when 
necessary. Camouflouged uniforms 
are worn by marines, a irborne 
troops, special forces, and some 
rangers, both for tactical reasons 
and as a mark of distinction. Self 
D efense Corps personnel normally 
wear the familiar black uniform 
so common to a ll South East Asia. 

Numerous distinctive berets are 
awarded to particular type units 
as marks of recognition. Rangers 
wear maroon berets, Airborne 
scarlet, Armor and Special Forces 
black, Marines green, Civil Guard 
blue, and Navy either ultr: marine 
or white. 

Shoulder patch es in various dif-
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ARMED 
FORCES, 

PART II 

********* 
BRIGADIER 
GENERAL 

GENERAL 

COLONEL 

LIEUTENANT 
GENERA L 

LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL 

MAJOR 
GENERAL 

MAJOR 

CAPTAIN FIRST 
LIEUTENANT 

SECOND 
LIEUTENANT 

ASPIRANT 

ferent shapes denote the type of 
unit or headquarters to wh ich the 
inidivdual is assigned. Colors may 
vary but carry no specific signi­
fi cance. Oval patches stand for 
Joint General Staff, round for 
Army and Corps level ; shields are 
used for combatant units, and 
pentagons for technical services. 
Triangles are employed to indicate 
a variety of subordinate unit types. 

The structure of rank in the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force broad­
ly resembles that of the correspond­
ing French Forces, though since 
1962, changes based on the U.S. 
systems have been incorpora ted . 
The normal duties and responsi­
bil ities of officers and en listed men 
in the various grades para llel those 
in the American Forces today. 

There are no Warrant Officer 
grades and on ly very few senior 
General Officers on active duty. 
Due to its small size, the Navy 
is commanded by a Captain. The 
Army being the predominant ser­
vice element, has more senior 
officers on active duty in both 
command a nd staff positions than 
any other service. 

No matter what unit you are 

MASTER SERGEANT 

~ 

~~ 
CORPORAL FIRST CORPORAL 

CLASS 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 

with, or what job you are assigned 
to, some time during your tour in 
Vietnam you will have to deal with 
a Vietnamese counterpart. It will 
be to your advantage to be able 
to recognize him. 

HAWK 
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HAWK HONEY 



The fire is set in a simulated typical Vietnamese village of wood and cardboard. 

The timberland fire crackled and 
sent its debris far into the air. 
Intense hea t at th e base of the 
fire prevented trucks and other 
conventional equipment from ap­
proaching within effective range. 
None of the men fighting the fire 
were worried. The rhythmic sla p 
of rotor blades signaled the ap­
proach of the man-made rain. 

A helicopter neared the edge of 
the fire and slowed to about ten 
knots. A hundred feet above the 
fire the chopper pilot activated the 
doors in the bottom of the huge 
bucket beneath his ship. A short, 
well-timed downpour moved across 
the face of the fire and cooled it 
enough to a llow the approach of 
the trucks. Soon the fire was under 
control. In a little whi le it wou ld 
be out. 

H eliborne bucket brigades have 
been in use by the U.S. Fores try 
Service and other civi lian agencies 
for nearty a decade. Usua lly lifted 
to the fire by the civilian equivalent 
of the CH-34, "Choctaw" heli­
copter, the buckets have proven 
highly successfu l in use against 
timberland fires m the Pacifi c 
Northwest and other logging a reas. 
The bucket may completely douse 
a small fire, or more frequently, 
reduce the heat of a la rge blaze 
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to faci litate the use of heavy 
ground equipment. 

In the cities of South Vietnam, 
often subjected to rocket and mor­
tar attacks, fire is an ever present 
specter. Building materials in the 
high population areas of these 
cities are typically wood, cardboard 
and other highly flammable ma­
terials. Fires often start in small 
areas and spread with a random 
and terrifying speed. Conventional 
fire fighting equipment may be 
stymied by terrific heat. More tragi­
cally, fire fighters are blocked by 
milling crowds of suddenly home­
less, terrified people. 

The 450 gallon bucket is made 
of lightweight fiberglass. It is con i­
cal in shape and has two electrical­
ly operated butterfly doors in the 
bottom. Along the sides of the 
bucket are several plastic plugs of 
about 8 inches diameter. These 
plugs regulate the bucket's capa­
city. The bucket is s·irnple to oper­
ate. The pilot fills it in fifteen 
seconds while hovering over a 
water source. Several helicopters 
bearing sling loaded buckets a re 
able to make sortie after sortie in 
rotating fash ion, providing an al­
most continuous downpour on the 
fire area. Design and manufacture 
of the buckets presents little pro-

AIRMOBILE 

blem. It cou ld be produced a lmost 
anywhere in the world at reason­
able cost. 

Army experts have been experi­
menting with the bucket in con­
junction with the U.S. Depart­
ments of Defense and Agriculture 
and the U.S. Forestry Service at 
Yung Tau, South Vietnam. The 
experiments are the result of U.S. 
concern over the plight of South 
Vietnam's homeless. Actions were 
formulated jointly by the Science 
Advisor's Office of the U.S. Mili­
tary Assistance Command, Viet 
Nam and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development's For­
estry Service. 

Experts · feel that the bucket's 
value in combating urban fires in 
Viet Nam lies in saturating sur­
rounding areas and preventing fires 
from spreading. A single bucket 
ideally douses a 120 by 30 foot 
area. 

The CH-47 "Chinook" can easily carry 
900 gallons of water. - -:.r-----

HAWK 

BU .CKET BRIGADE 
Story by SP4 Alex Trapp III 
Photos by CWO Jay Goldsberry 

was a bit off center. In spite of 
this, the fire was reduced consider­
ably. Observation of the water pat­
tern released clearly demonstrated 
the bucket's effectiveness. Happily 
for people living in the urban areas 
of South Vietnam, the sudden end 
of sudden fire may be signa lled by 
the fami liar slap of rotor blades 
in the distance. 

When full , the bucket weighs 
4,000 pounds. It can be lifted by 
a CH-34 or a UH-! Huey with 
slight electrical and mechanical 
modifications. The medium cargo 
CH-47 Chinook can lift two 
buckets suspended on an "X" 
frame. Military pilots and combat 
aircrews can be trained in the 
bucket's use in a short time. 

Recently, the bucket was demon­
strated publicly at Long Binh Post. 
Two buckets were used on an "X" 
frame benea th a 147 th Assault 
Support Helicopter Company CH-
4 7 Chinook. The demonstration 
fire vvas set in a complex of wood 
and cardboard structures not un­
like the homes in the high popula­
tion areas of typical Asian cities. 

The blaze was set. The Chinook 
approached, slowed down about 
200 feet above the fire and re­
leased the water. The pilot had 
made a slight miscalculation, and 

The two buckets release a deluge by electronic command from 
the pilot. 

HAWK 

The Chinook cargo-four tons of water, could prove to be a 
boon to the urban residents of Vietnam. 

-.. ... 
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. . . a pulsing Waikiki at twilight ... 

Story by SP5 Daniel Guild 

. . . a traditional hula dance on 
the beach ... 

HAWAII IS. 

Sixteen hours from the hard reality of warfare 
lies an island where for seven days a man can forget 
and where a man can remember. 

To those who select Hawaii as their R & R spot, 
the islands become a state of mind where every 
question seems to have an answer. 

There is fun in the sun, relaxation on and below 
the surrounding blue waters, restaurants offering 
multinational menus, and the daily pageantry of 
living. · 

For men reunited with their wives or loved ones, 
the island takes on an enchantment that the mumble 
magicians of Madison Avenue try to capture in their 
flashy ads but cannot. To those who have been there, 
two words are sufficient to describe the islands­
HA WAII IS! 

Night time in Honolulu when seen from the 
panoramic view atop the Hawaii Kai Hotel is a 
visual seduction of the senses. Life begins at sunset 
and bubbles with vitality throughout the evening and 
into the early morning until the freshness of sunrise 
promises another new day. 

Hawaii is a wish granted for every serviceman who 
visits her. It is the awareness that after long months 

HAWK 
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in an alien cu lture and foreign country, he is "home" 
on American soil for a few days. The air, scented 
with flowers and fruit, often mingled with the bitter· 
sweet odor of papermills; the streets teeming with 
bright and cheerfu l people, proud of their place in 
the sun; and the warmth of knowing that this is 
your country, makes the serviceman aware of the 
excitement and adventure that surrounds him. 

The flavour of the islands reflects their historic 
situation as a crossroads of the Pacific. Polynesian 
foods, Chinese cuisine, J apanese fish and meat dishes, 
Hawaiin roasted pig and American steak are all 
only an order away. Paradise Park, Sea Life Park, 
the lush verdant .valleys of Mona, the grandeur of 
volcanoes, the prescence of the past, the pink sand, 
the shouts of surfers "hanging 5'', steak and cham· 
pagne on the beach a ll add up to 7 days of sheer 
enjoyment. These are but a few of the many wonder· 
ful aspects of Hawaii. 

Whether you stay in Honolulu or visit the hinter· 
land, stay on the large islands or explore the islets, 
your short trip to the land of "Aloha" wi ll leave you 
with a million reasons to return . 
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. .. a beautiful sunrise over 
Diamond Head . ... 

... catching the perfect wave ... 

... a bustling city by day. 



COLONEL CONRAD TO LEA VE BRIGADE 
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Having served in the pos1t1ons of both Deputy 
Brigade Commander and Deputy Brigade Command­
er for Administration, Colonel Eugene B. Conrad is 
leaving the 1st Aviation Brigade November 1 to 
return to the United States. Colonel Conrad is depart­
ing Vietnam to take command of the 10th Aviation 
Group at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Arriving at the Brigade during a period when it 
was undergoing rapid growth , Colonel Conrad helped 
guide it through the myriad of administrative pro­
blems invo lved in an expansion from 17,000 to over 
26,000 men and from two to four groups. 

Never satisfied with the ~tatus quo, he was con­
stantly on the go, visiting subordinate units and 
advising their commanders. H e was particularly in­
strumental in reducing the number of aircraft acci­
dents and improving the aircraft accident prevention 
program. 

With Colonel Conrad's departure, the Brigade will 
lose an extremely valuable leader. The men of the 
Brigade wish him a good tr ip home. 

HIGH FLIERS 
Awards of Silver Star and above awarded June 23 to .July 30, 1968 listed in order by date awarded. 

WO Ross 0. Barlow, l 16th AHC 
(Posthumous) 

lL T William A. Baker, D Troop, 7/ 1 ACS 
WO Donald E. Klotz, 336th AHC 
COL Daniel G. Gust, 16th CAG 
CPT Charles W. Phillips, 212th CSAB 
WO Robert E. Bell, Jr. , l 18th AHC 
lLT Gray W. Joyner, C Troop, 7 / 1 ACS 
CWO Wade L. Young, 190th AHC 
lL T Eric N. Bundy, A Troop, 7/ 1 ACS 
SGT John E. Batiste, 117th AHC 
CPT Jam es J. Mills, B Troop, 3/ 17 ACS 
CPT Gregory Barlow, 22 lst RAC 
MAJ Albert F. Rodriguez, C Troop, 7/ 1 ACS 
CPT Norman D. Carter, 200th ASHC 
CPT Lynn C. Hooper, 189th AHC 
SP/4 Thomas]: Lanorith, HHT, 3/ 17 ACS 
SP/4 Anthony G. Rocco, HHT, 3/ 17 ACS 
CPT Robin K. Miller, 114th AHC 
CPT Jerry M. Thiels, A Troop, 3/ 17 ACS 

CPT William C. Childree, C Troop, 7/ 1 ACS 
WO James R. Wills, A Troop, 3/ 17 ACS 
SGT J ames H : Stewart, D Troop, 7 /ACS 
CPT Lorenz~ Eady, D Troop, 7 /ACS 

(Posthumous) 
lL T Samuel R . Gardner, 176th AHC 
WO H enry D. Elier, 118th AHC 
lL T Walter F. Bammann, C Troop, 7/1 ACS 
CPT Chadwick Payne, 120th AHC 
CPT Kenneth R . Collins, B Troop, 7 / 1 ACS 
CPT Walter J. Chrobak, 134th AHC 
CPT Lincoln H. Shibao, !20th AHC 
CWO Johnnie J. Spearman J r. , 188th AHC 
SP /4 William R . Sondey, 188th AHC 
SP/4 Pa trick L. K elly, 119th AHC 
WO Gene L. Peery, 119th AHC 
SP /4 T erry Montanye, 119th AHC 
CPT John G. H eslin, 119th AHC 
lLT Johnny D . Shelton, 119th AHC 
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"ESTABLISHING THE ST AND ARDS!" 
11th Combat Aviation Battalion 

October 1943. Propellors roared 
as ·J apanese fighters barreled down 
the runway into the sky fro m the 
strategic Phu Loi Airstrip. The 
J apanese High Command knew a ll 
too well tha t control of the a ir 
space over V ietnam was a neces­
sary factoP for the success of their 
offensive in Southeast Asia. 

T wenty-five years la ter on the 
site of tha t same a irfield, heli­
copters of the U.S. Army's 11th 
Combat Aviation Battalion lift off 
to search for the V iet Cong in 
the battle to safeguard the R.e­
public of South Vietnam from 
communist agression. Today the 
principles of a irmobility have en­
abled Free World Forces to bring 
.this battle to the very doorstep of 
the V C. 

A veteran unit in Vietnam, the 
I 1th CAB, comma nded by Colonel 

Wi lliam F . Bauman , provides Army 
Aviation tactical support to US, 
Vietnamese and Free World M ili­
tary Assistance Forces within the 
III Corps T actical Zone. 

Proud to be able to live up to 
their motto of " EXEMPLE PRO­
PONE" (Estab lishing the Stand­
ards ), as Colonel Bauman pointed 
out, " the battalion's professiona l 
cha llenge is to set and maintain 
the highest advances and examples 
of duty performance within the 
combat support a rea." 

Since their arr ival in the Repub­
lic of V ietnam nearly three years 
ago, the ba tta lion's combat sup­
port record has been officia ll y com­
mended during a number of oper­
ations such as Attleboro, Cedar 
Fa ll s, O verlord II, Junction City, 
Man ha ttan and the T et Offensive. 

Lieutenant Genera l W.E. DePuy, 

Slicks from the 11th Battalion's three Assault helicopter companies bring the infantry 
to where Charlie is. 

HAWK 

by SSG Edward Cannata 

then Command ing Genera l of the 
1st Infantry D ivision commended 
the battalion's role in the a irmobile 
assault on Ben Sue in official cor­
respond ence da ted J anuary 13, 
1967 saying: "This was the most 
succesful helicopter operation tha t 
I have ever seen. T he assault 
ach ieved complete surprise. All of 
the 60 helicopters involved in the 
lift discharged their troops in seven 
prescribed landing zones in one 
minute and thirty seconds, a ttest­
ing to th e thorough prior planning, 
coordination and split-second tim­
ing by av ia tion, a rtillery and in­
fantry. Results to da te, which is 
on ly the beginning, are 63 Viet 
Cong KIA, 189 suspected VC 
deta inees, 6,8 19 black uniforms, 46 
sampans, the seizure of 26 wea­
pons, large stores of cloth, ammuni­
tion, sup plies, and misce llaneous 
equipment, as well as the success­
ful evacuation of Ben Sue. This 
operation was an example of pro­
fessionalism of the highes t order." 

Comprised of the 128th Assau lt 
H elicopter Company (Toma­
hawks) located a t Phu Loi, the 
162nd AHC (Vultures ) at Phuoc 
Vinh , the l 73rd AHC (Robin 
Iioods ) stationed a t La i Khe and 
the 213th Assault Support H eli­
copter Company (Black Cats) at 
Phu Loi, the en tire batta lion and 
its Pa thfind er Detachment was re­
cently comm itted to one operation 
in support of a combined push of 
elemen ts of the lst In fa ntry Divi­
sion and the 101st Air Cavalry 
Division in an a rea a pprox imately 
17 mi les north of Saigon. 

The fo ur av ia tion companies re­
presented a combined strength of 
30 troop carrying slicks, 9 gun­
ships, l srnokeship, l cornma nd a nd 
control ship and 7 Chinooks. 

As th e slicks prepared for the 
fi rst of two lif ts ou t of La i Khc, 
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PHU LOI- The Site 

of a WWII Japanese 

Airstrip; Now the 

Home of· the 11th CAB 

In one operation, 60 battalion helicopters discharged their 
troops at seven LZs in one minute and thirty seconds. 

were directed in by two small hand 
lanterns, the best that the infantry­
men could afford to use in the 
tight tactical situation. Even with 
tha t minimum show of light, the 
Viet Cong, homing on the engine 
sounds from the aircraft, began 
lobbing mortar rounds into the LZ. 

the gunships prepped th e three 
landing zones. When the LZs were 
secured, the slicks moved in with 
their troop loads. As the first slick 
entered th e LZ, intense .50 caliber 
fir e burst from hidden enemy posi­
lions. The gunships roll ed in and 
sil enced them with machine gun 

· fire and rockets. 
The entire h elicopter force trans­

ported over 1,600 troops into the 
LZs with three major lifts. While 
these lifts were progressing, the 
2 I 3th Assault Support H eli copter 
Company, working with its assign­
ed nine Pa thfinders, transported 
arti llery units into fire support posi­
tions. With precision timing and 
professional efficiency the 213th 
ASHC moved two complete arti l­
lery ba tteries, one from the 2/33 rd 
Artillery of the 1st Infantry Divi­
sion and the other from the 
2/3 19th Artillery of the lOlst Air 
Cavalry Division. 

During that successful operation, 
the enemy was outma nuevered a nd 
overwhelmed by the ba tta lion's 
"professionalism of the highest 
order." 

Hot resupply missions a re the 
specialty of the 213th ASHC. R e­
cently, as the US Army Specia l 
Forces outpost at Bu Dop was be­
ing hit by Viet Cong morta r fire, 
a call went out for an emergency 
resupply of ammumt1on. Two 
Black Cat Chinooks scrambled to 
Qua n Loi where the supplies were 
loaded for the flight to Bu Dop 
which was still being assaulted by 
82mm mortar and 122mm rocket 
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fire. 
The first drop was made during 

a sudden lull in the battle action , 
enabling Captain Willia m Wiard 
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, who was 
in charge of the lift, to fly an 
emergency medevac for the out­
post in conjunction with his return 
to Quari Loi for a second load of 
ammunition. 

Ca pta in Wiard then returned 
with an externa l load of small arms 
ammunition and an internal cargo 
of illumination flares. The external 
load was dropped without incident, 
but before the fl a res could be un­
loaCled ," mortar rounds again began 
dropping a round the Chinook. 

The crew struggled to get the 
flares off the ship while the enemy 
round3 began to burst nearer. 
"They tell me tha t haste makes 
waste," said Wiard, . " but that 
didn' t concern me a t a ll this after­
noon! Those advancing rounds 
were close enought to make believ­
ers out of a ll of us." 

Thinking that the mission was 
the las t for the day, Captain 
Wiard headed his team for Phu 
Loi. Before he had gone far , a 
radio call informed him that the 
tactical emergency still existed and 
that a third Chinook was on the 
way to join him at battle site. The 
newcomer, piloted by Chief War­
rant Officer Frank Smith from New 
York City joined Capta in Wiard's 
two Chinooks as they headed back 
to the resupply point at Quan Loi. 

Arriving a t Bu Dop as darkness 
settl ed over the area, the pilots 

The rounds came close. One 
was close enough to the lead 
Chinook to throw Specialist Five 
Dilmar Leedom of Hansell, Iowa 
from his prone position on the floor 
of the ship, where he was directing 
the descent of the aircraft, against 
the .side of the aircraft. A swift 
unloading was followed by an even 
more hasty departure. 

Fina lly after 9;;2 hours of flight, 
the three Chinooks were released 
and headed for Phu Loi and the 
next mission. 

Successful missions exact a price 
in courage, pain and sometimes 
death. From January 1, l968 
through M arch 31, members of 
the battalion were awarded 3 Dis­
tinguished Flying Crosses, 20 
Bronze Stars, 5 l Army Accomen­
dation M edals, 3 Purple H earts, 

A doorgunner watches as one platoon 
sets down in the LZ. 

ll AW1' 
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11 Air Medals with "V" device, 
282 Air Medals and 29 awards 
from the Republic of South Viet­
nam. 

The ba tta lion contributes to the 
counteragress ion effort in numer­
ous different ways. For example, 
a 21 3th ASHC pilot's inventive 
genius resu lted in a "Dust Sup­
pressant Apparatus" for con trolling 
dust raised by helicopter rotor-
wash. 

For yea rs, helicopter pilots have 
sought methods to reduce visibi li ty 
disadvantage of landing in areas 
where swirling dust sometimes ob­
scures obstables or an advancing 
enemy from pilots' and doorgun­
ner's vision. 

While assigned as maintenance 
officer of the 213th ASHC, CWO 
H erman L enhardt of Lawton, 
Oklahoma, dev ised a rig consisting 
of a half inch pipe, rubber hosing, 
two fuel bladders and two 100 
gallon-per-minute pump3 that 
sprayed peneprime, a thick oil- tar 
mixture. 

The first successful testing was 
conducted on a dusty road between 
Phu Loi and Di An, the second 
at one of the 1st Infantry Divi­
sion's dustiest fire support base3, 
and the third, conclusive test dur­
ing a combat support troop move­
ment. 

CWO Lenhardt and his mainte­
nance crew flew to the first of 
four selected landing zones before 
the troop carrying Chinooks ar­
rived and sprayed the area with the 
heavy suppre:sant. Within the 
h :)U r, the remaining LZs were 
similarly dust controlled and the 
helicopters were inserted with 
minimum dust and improved visi­
b:lity. 

Civi l Action is another effective 
facet of the battalion's EXEMPLA 
PROPONERE. In the war raveg­
ed vi llage of La Trang, there was 
a church with neither a bell tower 
nor a bell to summon worshippers 
to prayer. The church served not 
on ly as a place of worship but a lso 
as a meeting place where villagers 
could hold meetings and as an 
orphanage for the young victims of 
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213th ASHC Chinooks give artillery the mobility necessaiy to interdict Viet Cong 
movement effectively. 

the bitter Tet Offensive. 
The aged village priest had seen 

a life of fu lfilled spiritua l missions, 
and now as his last mission, he 
wanted a bell tower and be ll for 
Ia Trang. In Saigon he was ab le 
to at last purchase a bell with 
savings painstakingly ga thered over 
a period of years . The bell was 
ordinary in appearance, weigh ing 
only 140 pounds, but its tone was 
a melody to his ears which no 
other bell cou ld ever match. When 
the bell arrived at Ia Trang, the 
priest was overwhelmed by the 
volume of voluntary labor and 
material that he received from the 
men of the 162nd Assault Heli­
copter Company and its support 
unit, the 407th Transportation 
Detachment. 

The men acquired over 175 
metal powder cannisters and ap­
proximately 200 metal fram es to 
be used as bracing and legs . The 
assembled raw materials were then 
taken to a welder a t the 34th 
Engineers and the bell tower began 
to take form. 

When completed, it was hauled 
to the village and with in minutes 
its toll echoed across the valley 
floor. 

The belltower stands today, lo­
cated just off the western end nf 
the runway at Phuoc Vinh in the 
village of Ia Trang, as the realiza-

tion of one man's dreams and the 
efforts of the men of the 162nd. 
These men will recall in the years 
to come that their tour of duty 
in Vietnam involved not on ly a 
fight for freedom, but also the 
act of friendship in providing a 
Vietnamese vi llage with a call to 
prayer and a n old priest with the 
realization of a lifelong dream. 

In the a ir and on the ground, 
fighting the enemy and working 
as a team, the men of the 11th 
Combat Aviation Battalion have 
created a hard record to beat. 
"The Battalion," noted L TC 
Bauman, "is proud of its recorded 
yesterdays while performing to­
day's mission in a nti cipation of 
tomorrow's opportunities to estab­
lish the standards." 

II' conBAT AV ATION OATIAUON 

!l! 
ROBIN HODOS 
BLAC~ 

LTC WILLIAM F OA Ul1AN 
COHHAHDINC 

The units of the 11th CAB are out " To 
Set the Standards." 
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BRIGADE TRANSITI 

145th Trains VN AF 

Aviators on UH-lD 

The fina l examination for the V N AF pilots is a live combat 
mission. 

United States Army experience 
in Vietnam has taught some invalu­
able lessons in mobile warfare. The 
ability of the helicopter to move 
quickly and effectively against 
nomadic guerilla force has been 
proven time and again. Therefore, 
in preparation for the clay when 
the United States may cut back 
its military commitment in Viet­
nam, the 1st Aviation Brigade has 
begun to train Vietnamese Air 
Force pilots on the UH-lD Huey 
H elicopters. 

The 145th Combat Aviation 
Battalion, located at Bien Hoa Air 
Base has an enrollment of six 

students for the transition course. 
All of the students have previously 
undergon.e helicopter training at 
the United States Army Aviation 
School, Fort Rucker, Alabama, but 
Hueys were not included in their 
train ing. Three of the pilots, 
Captain But and First Lieutenants 
Tuan Nguyen Cao and Tuan 
Nguyen Van, require only three 
weeks of instruction as they are a l­
ready highly experienced pilots. 
The other pilots, . .Second Lieute­
nants Chu, Cho and Nguyen, are 
to undergo a full 90 clay, 150 hour 
flying curriculum. Seven of the 90 
days are devoted to ground school 

Major Harold B. L ewis instructs VNAF students on helicopter ro tor blade align­
ment. 
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instruction, including subjects such 
as emergency procedures, rotor 
track ing, transitiona l lift , and 
operating procedures and limita­
tions. Regu lar aviator personnel of 
the 145th provide a ll the neces­
sary instruction. Since the students 
a ll speak fluent English, there is 
no problem of a language barrier. 

The pilots are enthusiastic over 
their new course of study. "We 
studied for one year in America 
(Fort Rucker ) where we first 
learned to fly a helicopter," said 
l L T Tuan . · " When I was there in 
1963," added Captain But, "I 
learned to fly in the H-230." After 
initial tra ining in the H-23, a light 
observation hel.icopter, a ll VNAF 
pilots were transitioned in the CH-
34, which they Rew on their return 
to Vietnam. Comparing the UH­
lD to the other craft he had flown, 
2L T Chu said that the Huey was 
more modern and more complex 
and that "it has far more fire­
power. " 

The last c:lass and final examina­
tion for the g raduating pilots will 
be a live comba t mission against 
the Viet Cong. L TC Garald E. 
Waldron , com mander of the 145 th 
is a strong supporter of the tra in­
ing program . Stating his views on 
the matter he emphasized that the 
Vietnamese Air Force must learn 
how to utilize the Huey in combat 
operations. "The flying of combat 
missions is the fina l test of the 
transition course. When the Viet­
namese have a fu ll complement of 
Hueys and Huey pi lots, one of the 
fina l steps toward this nation's self­
defense will have been taken." 
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ONS ALLIED PILOTS 

Enthusiastic ROI( Pilots 

Pupils of" 17th Group 
The Kor~ans have a lready earn­

ed themselves a page in history for 
their outstanding performance in 
II Corps, Vietnam. But, until last 
year, they were entirely dependen t 
on American avia tion units for a ll 
aeria l support. Then, in Septem­
ber 1967 , th e 11th ROK Avia tion 
Company was formed in Nha 
Trang to provide some organic 
aviat ion capabi li ty. Now, nearl y 
one year later, the 1st Aviation 
Brigade has ins tituted a regular 
incountry train ing program to help 
bolster the Korean aviation effort. 

CPT John Geurin givts student CPT Ki H wan Kim.some 
tips on pre-flight inspections. 

Four Korean aviators have now 
completed the instructional portion 
of this flight tra ining program in 
the UH-J D / I-I Huey helicopter. 

The program was conceived by 
Major Genera l Robert R. Williams, 
Commander of the 1st Aviation 
Brigade and the R epub lic of 
Korean Army, Vietnam Comman­
der Lieutenant General Chae 

CPT Kim, prepares for flight mzsszon 
' with instructor. 
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Mung Shin . 
Training began on .July 6th by 

the Brigade's 17th Combat Avia­
tion Croup at their headquarters 
in Nha Tra ng. For the past two 
yea rs th e 17th Group has prov ided 
a ll th e Anny avia tion support for 
the Tiger and White Horse ROK 
Arm y Divisions operation in th e II 
Corps Tactica l Zone. 

The program is broken clown 
into three phases . T he flrst phase 
consists of a seri es of briefin gs and 
ground instruction. Then, the U.S. 
instructors coach their pupils 
through fli ght rn anuevers 111 simu­
lated combat conditions for two 
weeks. 

Satisfactorily completing th ese 
two phases, the students are then 
assigned to various batta lions with­
in the Group. For two months 
they fly as an in tegra l part of the 
unit's actua l combat operations. 

Most of the students have a l­
read y qua li fied in the H-23 Obser­
vation helicopter prior to begin­
ning Huey training. Capta in Ki 
Hwan Kim pointed out that "we 
have litt le trouble with the Huey 
because of its simi larity to the H -
23 in whi ch most of us have a t 
least 60 hours of flight time." 

Whil e they are knowledgeable 
of Engli sh in its wr itten form , 
ma ny of the pi lots have some dif­
fi culty conversing in it. This, ac­
cord ing to Lieutenant Colonel 
J ohn C. Thorpe, Croup Opera-

tions Officer, "may be a contribut­
ing factor to their aggressive and 
diligent a ttitude in memorizing the 
entire flight procedures prior to 
each mission." 

During the train ing mis3ions the 
Koreans undergo nea rl y every con­
ceivable air manuever including 
autorotations, emergency land ings, 
confined area opera tions, sli ng 
load ing, pinnacl e fl ying, and nigh t 
fl ying. Firs t they are taken through 
the manuever by the instructor 
un til they are fami liar with the 
procedures. Then, whi le still under 
th e scrutin y, of the instructor, the 
stud ent takes th e con'Tols until he 
can perform the manuever smooth­
ly. 

Cap'ain Ki Sun H an no ted tha t 
",1·he confined land ing·; were very 
diffi cul t, but th e Huey is a good 
aircraft and I had confid ence in 
it. " 

All this is behind now for the 
first students. Th ey have a lread / 
begun to accru e hours A· ing with 
the 10th Combat Aviation Bat­
talion in support of th eir own 
gro"ncl tro '.)ps. 

Th ese av i ato ~s, and those \\"ho 
fol low them in traini ng, will ulti­
ma telv be ass i~ned back to •he 
11th ROK Avia tion Company in 
Nha Trang. H ere they wi ll com­
p lete their Vietnam tour fl ··ing 
their Hue·:s in supporc of ·heir 
40,000 countrymen fi ghting in II 
Corps. 
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MOS Spotlight: 

RADIO TELETYPE SPECIALIST 
In modern warfare, it is ac­

knowledge tha t to be victorious, 
a n army must deploy its troops in 
the most exped itious manner, 
equ ipped with superior fi repower, 
wh il e still kee ping each unit in 
consta nt communication with the 
others . In other words, a powerful 
army is one tha t can move, shoot 
a nd communicate. 

In the Vietna m conflict, with 
its Auid battle lines and no fixed 
fron ts, the a irmobile concept has 
proven the most effective method 
of getting a la rge nu mber of troops 
in to a comba t a rea in the minim um 
amount of time. 

T he 1st Avia tion Brigade, with 
its U H-lD troop transport heli­
co pters, p rovides the necessary 
mobility fo r a la rge number o f the 
F ree W orld Forces in Vietna m. 
T he B a nd C m odel Hucys a nd the 
AH -l G HueyCobra have . proved 
withou t doubt tha t a helico p ter 

can serve as a hi crhl y effective 
aeria l gun platfor m. No one ques­
tions tha t the Brigade can move 
a nd shoo t. 

But the clement of surpnse is 
a lso a nother facto r in the success 
of a n a irmobilc o peration. T o ac­
complish thi s, ra pid a nd secure 
communications a rc necessary. If 
the ba ttle pla ns for a ny operation 
a rc discovered by the enemy, the 
operation is cl cstinccl to be less 
tha n a com plete success. In ord er 
to deprive the enemy of this in­
fo rma tion, a secure means of co111-
111unica tion 111ust link every unit 
of the Brigade. 

C lass ifi ed in fo rma tion can be 
passed from co 111pa ny level to 
Brigade headquarters, without th e 
fear tha t it is be ing rnonitorecl 
by the enemy, by using the secure 
Radio Teletype network. The ma n 
responsible fo r the 1r1 ovement of 
class if-i ecl infonn a ti on is the Radio 

The Brigade H eadquarters has mobile radio teletype mounted in jeep to complement 
the bunker system. 
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T eletype Spec ia list. 
The Rad io T eletype Specia li st 

(MO S 05C ) is q ua li fie d not onl y 
in rad io te letype opera tion, but 
voice rad io and morse code as 
wel l. To become qua lified in these 
various as pec ts of milita ry com­
munication , a so ldier must com­
plete two AIT courses tota ling 19 
wee ks. 

First, a seven wee k course a t 
Fort Orel teaches the so ldier vo ice 
com munications procedure, 1r1 orsc 
code a nd operating signa ls, uni­
versa l abbrev ia tions tha t mean 
specifi c things to a ll radio opera -
tors. 

After gradua tion from the · seven 
week course, the rad io opera tors 
at tend the Radio Teletype opera­
tors course a t Fort Gordon, Ga .. 
Th ere they develo p their typing 
speed to :l5 wo rds a 111inute a nd 
their mo rse code sending a nd re­
ceiving s.peecl to IB wo rds a minu te . 

" Probably th e mos t diffi cult 
thing we had lo maste r at Fort 
C ordon was learn ing how to ' tune' 
a radio," said Spec ia list Four 
Sta nl ey Kra mer, a Radio Teletype 
Specia list at the communica tion 
center a t Brigade headqua rters a t 
Long Binh . 

Each rad io, while tuned into a 
speci fi e frequency, sometimes tends 
to drif t off the assigned frequency. 
When this ha ppens, it is up to the 
radio operators to correct this d is­
crepency. 

"Sometimes th i5 is caused by 
weather cond itions," Specia list 
K rarn er sa id, "and you have to 
di agnose the prohlcrn- ' Is it the 
equiplll ent, sta tic or the weather ?' 
vVh en the cause is discovered , a ll 
th ree cmnponents, the a nte nna, re­
ceiver a nd tra nsmi tter, have to be 
synchro nized ." 

Wi th the tra ini ng fro111 th e two 
Arm y schoo ls, the Radio Teletype 
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Specialist can operate a ll of the 
equipment in the commo center. 

There are two teletypes in the 
Brigad e com mo •center, one is 
strictly a radio teletype, and a land 
microwave radio teletype which 
is the basis for the secure network. 

The messages typed by the Radio 
Teletype Specialist on the secure 
tel etype are electronically "scram­
bled" and sent by land Jines to 
Long Binh control. A:t the control 
center, the impulses from the 
commo center are converted to 
microwave signals and beamed to 
any one of the four Group head­
quarters, where they are "un­
scrambled" and printed on the 
unit's teletype. 

There is a special open micro­
wave circuit to each of the four 
Group headquarters. This means 
there is secure, instant, 24 hour­
a-day communications throughout 
the Brigade. 

The Brigade commo center 
handles about 60 messages a day. 
Usually they are proposed opera­
tion reports, accident reports, 
operational reports and administra­
tive messages. 

Although most of the com­
munications equipment is safely 
located in the Brigade's· commo 
bunker, the commo section also 
has a mobile communications 
center-a one quarter ton truck 
crammed with all the essenti af 
commo gear. The commo Jeep 
holds a teletype, a radio trans­
mitter and receiver, a rectifier, a 
converter which takes the incoming 
signa ls and feeds them into the 
teletype, and a teletype page 
printer. Even with a ll this equip­
ment there is still room for six 
foot fi ve inch Specialist Kramer. 

"The jeep really isn't a ll that 
crowded," Specialist Kramer said , 
"and what's more important, it 
works, serving as a back-up to the 
commo center. One day we drove 
from Saigon to Long Binh to test 
the equ ipment and everything 
fun ctioned perfectly." 

H AWK 

The radio teletype operator is a vital communications link between Brigade 
Headquarters and subordinate units. 

Although the Army school pre­
pares a soldier for his job, there 
are a lways other things that he 
must learn on the job . . H e has to 
lea rn how to wire the security gear 
to the teletype and other compo­
nent replacement techniques. 

"When something goes wrong, 
you have to know to change the 
component parts in order to get 
the section working again," Spe­
cia list Kramer said. "Also, when 
someth ing comes back from the 
repair shop, you have to hook it 

up on the line and tes t it. " 
Whether it is sending a regular 

administrative message or the basic 
plans for a large a lli ed offensive, 
it is up to Specialist Kramer, and 
the many other Radio T eletype 
Specialists in the Brigade to make 
sure that the word gets passed, 
securely, from the Brigade head­
quarters to th e indi vidual com­
pany. Thanks to the Rad io Tele­
type Specialists, the 1st Aviation 
Brigade can communicate as effec­
tivel y as it can move and shoot. 
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Unfortunately, old baseball 
expression, "Safe at home," does 
not apply to all our aviation oper­
ations in Vietnam. An increasing 
number of our accidents and inci­
dents occur right at "home" or on 
established installations. 

There is a thin line between an 
accident and an incident. For now, 
let's not concern ourselves with 
definitions. Let's just call them all 
mishaps since they all have the 
same effect. They deny the use of 
valuable assets to the unit. 

Recently we have experienced 
several instances whereby we have 
received damages during "hot" 
refueling. I am certain that all of 
us realize that "hot" refueling 
presents some added hazards to 
those that ·we face in any .other 
refueling operation. Conditions are 
ripe for all manners of difficulty. 
We have a ll the necessary ingredi­
ents for a fire. We have the fuel, 
we have the oxygen, and we cer­
tainly have many ignition sources. 

"Hot" fueling does not necessari­
ly have to be hazardous however. 
The best way to insure that it does 
not become disastrous is to follow 
the simple rules that have been 
established for us. 

In every case of a mishap in­
volving "hot" refueling, we find 
that someone followed almost all 
of the rules. Almost just is not 
good enough. The one rule over­
looked was the one that started 
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"SAFE AT HOME!" 
by LTC Jack D. Peavy 
Brigade Safety Officer 

the fire. 
If you are refueling, or begin­

ning to refuel and you grab the 
nozzle in your hand and give a 
mighty tug to bring it to the air­
craft and in doing so you clamp 
down on the trigger- well, that's 
the way we've started a couple of 
fine blazes . Fuel is designed to 
burn. However, it is far preferable 
that it do so inside of the engine 
rather than on the outside. We 
have certainly provided all of the 
ingredients in that situation. 

From the standpoint of preven­
tion, we have left out the most 
important ingredient which inci­
dentally we can't issue and that is 
common sense. Now, of course you 
are chuckling to yourself and say­
ing, "nobody would do that!" They 
not only would, but have-not 
once, but several times. 

Another interesting refueling 
technique that we have employed 
a few times is the inadvertant 
attempt to slingload Vietnam or 
at least a mini-port. This hercu lean 
feat is accomplished by looping the 
refueling hose over the toe of the 
skid during refueling, forgetting to 
clear it and then blithely departing. 
The all too obvious occurs: the 
hose stretches, reaches its limit and 
since the rniniport won't come up, 
the helicopter comes down. Just 
that simple, only, the unit lost the 
use of the helicopter. 

How about this one? An OH-6A 

was refueling at a mm1port with 
the observer doing the refueling 
and the pilot at the controls at 
operating RPM. Along came a 
Chinook hovering by and the next 
thing that the pilot of the OH-6A 
knew, he was at a 50-foot hover ! 
The observer was left standing with 
the refueling hose in his hand and 
nothing to refuel. This time we 
were lucky. The OH-6A pilot re­
covered at 50 feet and landed with­
out incident. 

Another somewhat similar inci­
dent occurred when a CH-47A 
hovered in close proximity to a 
parked 0-lG. Unfortunately the 
0-lG was not properly secured. 
The · unhappy resu lt of this was 
that one 0 -J G was blown into a 
revetment and needlessly damaged. 

We could go on and on in this 
same vein, but I am sure that 
you get the point. It all goes back 
to the adage that the flight isn' t 
over until the aircraft is packed, 
shut down and secured. Only then 
·can you afford the luxury of relax­
ing your vigi lance. 

Most airfields, heliports and mini ­
ports in Vietnam put K ennedy, 
Chicago-Midway and Atlanta to 
shame from the standpoint of 
traffic density. It is imperative that 
we exert every effort to reduce the 
problems, not become part of them. 
This way we a ll will be-"Safe 
at Home." 

HAWK 



BRIGADE WELCOMES NEW DBC 

numerous times to 
fire. 

and Evaluation Task 
-relating to air mobili ty. 

n combat missions 
· viator since 1953. 

A Southerner, he makes is home i11 t. Petersburg, F lorida, with 
his wife, Doris, and seven cluldren. H's hobbies involve team sports, 
baseball, football and basketb1b-:--

On behalf of the officers and men of the lst Avia tion Brigade, the 
HA WK extends its warmest welcome to the new deputy brigade 
commander. 
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