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August 6, 1971 

I <'-~ a ci vilio.n physidan , newly assi[ined to your command. 
I have been active fol· several years in dissent abou.'t the kar. 
I have re~ently been drafted, but my application for conscientious 
objector status has been refused (without reading) by my local 
draft boo.rd. This letter is to notify:,you of my intentions re­
garding Service with your command. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to you in Februa.ry,1969, 
resigning my commission as medical officer in the US Navy Reserve, 
Since then, my beliefs have evolved somewhat, and are fully stated 
in the enclosed copy of my application for conscientious objector 
classification. The publication of the "Pentagon Papers" has con­
firmed some of the governmental qcception suggested by my earlier 
readings, It 1 S clear to me ~dt t.he Executive •Branch of the Uni:­
teu States Governnent is not wo:tthy· of the trust or support of 
its co~stituents in such ~rave ~at~ers , 

Thereiore , I intends 

a, ·b continue r~sistin~ the US µ:i.rt.ic:l.]'.0.tion in Southeast Asia 

b, to offer no cooperation whatever to Ufi goals in Indochina, or 
-to the Uni-tcd ~~-i-4,tcs milit. 'ary 0.::;bblishment in {';eneral, 

Sinr.erely , . . 
I • '. /~ 

. ~ 0 .,\.\lat"" (;.. t t{( ( •, ~ - r I r, (]) 
(tonn hllian Taylo1 '1J,, 
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Sent to Chief of Naval Operations. Admiral Elmo Zumwalt. 
My future wife , Ann Williams (whom I met four years later) cared for Adm. 
Zumwalt's son during his fight with cancer a decade later. Her help is 
acknowledged in the Zumwalts' book My Father, My Son (MacMillan , 1986). 
see: http://www.amazon.com/My-Father-Son-Elmo-Zumwalt/dp/0026336308 
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