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Pleiku 
23 JUDe 1972 

near IPUia• 

M -roa mentioned ln hla lut letter. our ~ontua real estate has sus­
tail1ed some damage u a reeult ot the recent fighting. TO usees the (1...., 
age, r -.de a tdp up laet ,-ek, with the Minister 0£ Health. '!be £lndiQCa 1 

HOUM - -.au of bullet holea, U loob like a clri.1 war battlefield 
relic. "AiW have broken into e'NCy rooa and taken or deatroyed everytbiag 
of value, iacluding the lightine £lxturea. A new photographic enlarger 
bou&ilt by -rca and Olen wa ruating on the porch, di.uantlede 

Mew HOuae - Slight dulaa'e due to lt• proximity to a •Jor air 
operation. co1>ra £ire strafed the eut roof, breaking DU11eroua tilea 
and mld.zag holes in seYeral interior wa11a. otherwise, tbe bouse looks 
finished a.D4 ready .for mving ln1 except electricity• and now valu, aa 
the bishop•• water tower wu demolished in the air atri.ke. 

preaent noaplta1 - Despite it• nearness to the heariest fighting, 
the daiiige was aurprGlDgly sll.ght:. ~OUII bullet boles, and one rocket 
round to the kitchen wel."e all the acus 0£ battle. NOile of the etaff ws 
injured, thougll one .... taken mo later eacaped and ls now back at wort. 
X think, bad tbe eftCuatloa not been .... w might haw eu££ered aoae 
cuualtlea with the increued nulllber of people at the hoapitale 

M~ - aooves of the pba.ract, -.rehouses A and B were hit by 
rocket r~ and will need repair. ••►m theH atructura were tin, 
and ahould be easy to flxJ the tile roo,-ea had no damage. .,...sau.., by 
the ARVN, according to the villqers nearby, accounted tor the rHt of the 
damge. and aza ARVN unit now occupies the grou:nda. 'the balN• both ware­
houses, and the hospital wre broken into and ransacked. ID the •dlcal 
supply -.rebouae, formerly stacked to the ceiling wltb full abelwa, 
there is one shelf left. '!be floor la a aea of aoggy bandage• an4 ruined 
equipment, permeated with the atendl of human esrement. the collection 
is al1110St a loot deep. A slmil.ar situation is .found in the houee, though 
no damage ,... done to the atructure itself. It ia of intereat that the 
sanitary block, newly finished and with complete toUet la.cilities, was 
not appropriated for its intended purpose. '!he hospital itaell bu suf­
fered little damage, though I ha,-e heu'1 that the x-ray aaacbine was da,a,­
aged. sewral of the rooms are carpeted with loose pW. of all sorts, 
mixed with feces. A microscope wa.a beins used u a toy \lllen J was there, 
and in retroapect, I should have confiscated it. M&l1Y windolil\ also were 
broken. 

I propose the foUowi.Jle action1 
a) A pictorial record of the damale ia enclosed. please haw these fil.1118 
processed by a JCod&k agent, and haw slide• made, plus aDf print• of 
appropriate sise that portray the damage, please feel free to make dupli­
cate· slides for yourself. (one of the £ilma vu taken before, but I an,.. 
aged to llllx thea up.) please forward the prints so th~t they can be en­
closed in 1 



·, ~...._ _. 

b) A latter to ,reaident '11lleu oatendbly ln.fondng hill 0£ the situation 
and read.ndinc bla of the aacri£icca that have come froa Kiah (1-lY o-ver the 
yeua. 'ttlia lettu woul.d contain a request £or, 

1) A auperviaed AR'ftf WDl'k detail to clean the sroUllda 
3) ae.aoval of all troopa oo hospital property 
3) A local NODtagnard force to be atatiooed nearby (one of 

pat•• projecta for a long ti.met to provide aecurity 

,k-iNo copy survives; details not recalled. 
t underatand that a rather deiiaor&lized, handw-itten letter to pat 

-.nqed to reach the DIP. Pleaae accept 1llf apoloci ... 'l1le letter we 
not intended to reach the seattle group. aa lt reflected probleaa that 
were known to bo only teJll)O&'UY setbacka. 1.1i• light and w.ter are back 
on. and w haw taken the liberty to appropriate bOUH fund.a to eat our 
•al.a at MACY (the reuon for the high budgetary allot•nt to HOUH .-md). 
tndeed, now spirit• are lllldt better• and aoat ot the probl- •ntioned 
in the letter to or. Olcllaa, of 'llllich you should haw recelftd a copy, 
haw been a.liorated. we are no longer receiving caaualtiee.-,nd moat 
of the old onea are well on the wy to recovery. 'lbe figure of S00 
new patient• -.. a cUJ&llathe total, and at DO time wa our lnp&tient 
census higher than i.,o. 'lbi.uc• now look lawr&ble for the 110ft back to 
i:ontia. perh&pa within the next math. It ehould be a ,ooc1 deal easier u 
than the inltlal evacuation. 

.Ny peraonal plane involve a short in-country recuperatlOR as aoon 
u pat arrbea (one M.D. ia eaaUy sufficient now)• followed by return 
tll the states men the JIOve back to t.ontua la accompllsbed. I hope to 
work in an eiaergeucy rooa until the first of the year, catching up on 
eoae reading, gett~ my weight back up, and preparing £or some teach­
i.uc and prewntin madlcine liQl'k on a second tour. M the VPVN program 
will be ending next JUne, thla second tour will be in spri11g, 19731 and 
be 0£ ahort ter•. ,tie philosophy I expresaed to you in my last letter 
require• that the Nantagnarda now assume the brunt of total pa.tient 
ca.re and adminiatration. 111>r thl.a reuoo, I could aot accept a return 
tour with Midi~ lf the preaent attitude of western doaina~ion wre a 
allowed to persist. pollowing the •econd tour, l hope to aettle dOlijl1 
to a happy relatiOD8hip with Group Health in seattle. 

please give my beat to Gwen and to KHP• 

wu•at personal re garde, 

John williaa Taylor, M.D. 




