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Dear Louie, 

Cot ;roar letter todq, and it vaa good to hear troa ;rou, 
though the others on the ataf'r ban not yet received their copies. 
S<>rr7 ror the laok or comaiunicatione, but ve 're both probably 
having the 88lle pr-obleu with overvork. 

1h1.nge are relatinly quiet here and 1n :lontua, both var-vise 
and eickneea-viee. Here 1n Pleiltu, ve have about 75 inpatients, 
llOat or them ot more ohronic t)'p&a - vounda and •lnutrition 
aecondar;r to forced 11-ving in the jungle tor sneral 110nihe. In 
addition, our outpatient load 1a nov running .30-.40 a 4&7. 

In lontm, the inpatient population ie rnnn1ng about 120 or 
110, vith a generally JIION acute protile, though the)" are seeing 
a good deal or the jungle ref'ugeea. Their outpatient clinics 
ha-ve been incredible - ~ to 220 a da7 laet veek - but seem to 
be slacking orr &0119vbat: Fev var caeualtiea are cOlling 1n to 
either location arxr aore. 

At the old hospital aite, the ARVJI have moved out, leaTi.ng 
a Montagnard unit there, and ve ban approached the Prodme 
Chier to ha-ve a local aontagnard unit pe:rm.nently aeaigned near, 
though not on the ground• tor aecuri ty reaaou. Ber ore the .&RVJI 
lert, though, the7 a.naged to steal moat or the bede and cabinet&, 
a good deal ot · the electrical and pluabing r1xturea, and other 
aesorted item. We hope to ban vork crew begin the repair job 
vi thin the next tvo VHka, and ban already ordered rooting 
material through VNCS in Saigon. '!be nev house 1a nearly read7 
ror ocoupe.t1on1 and our naeroua rriend■ 1n HHa Trang (Barb 
Heinl'e)contacta) have already delinred tvo C-1~ load• or 
good t'urni ture. Ve have the WI& or a eeoure warehou■e here 1n 
Pleiku, nov, and are about to masa~iroulate a Jaster scrounge 
list and cover letter to fferT wi1 t ve can 1.JDagine, to till this 
varehoWte until ve can JIIO't'9 back. 

Weatern at.arr nov inolm•• Rita, Sue, and Barbara - · liYing 
1n Irontum and superTiaing u neoea■al')', tl')'ing to put 01,1r supplies 
back in orderJ Toll - ror the last veek and a halt 1n Ben Bet 
providing care for a group or retugwe■ that deacended o~ a tire-base 
there (Hopetally he'll be t.sed here or 1n lontua 1n ffie future, 
aa refugee health 1n the w.riows Clllllp8 nearb7 H81118 a more preeaing 
need) . Beth 9.irke has becoae ( or alva)"a w.a ) a ••ter serounger, 
and 1a responsible tor JDOst ot our innuaerable -.aluable contacts 
here in Ple1ku 0 She8ll be going hoae short~, a■ she planned be­
tore she oaae · to us. A n.v an, Barr:, Hartwig, just arr1Ted today, 
ready to vork. He 1• the n:-eupp~ orr1eer from 67th, nov out or 
the Arrq, and baa approached ue ■everal tilllea 1n the past. He is 
as~ing only li-ving expensea ror hiaeelr·ana his -rianc" - &110unting 
to about $40/mo - which I promised hi.a. He ■hould be a ~ an 



to onreee the hospital reconetruction and ·mke the beat or our 
aeemingly ertenaive acrounge opportunitiae. M,r role is changing, too, 
as the demands on the Pleiku operation are d1miniahing. The entire 
busineee ot round.a and clinic can be completed in a rather hectic 
morning, and the uaualq ready availabilit)r ot choppers allova me 
to go to Kont1Dl tor clinic, and ·return in the eTening, oonaulting 
on problem patients in addition. Thie procedure is not as tiring 
aa it ma7 aeeJD, and prc,yidee a velcoae relier troa the incredible 
bored011 of the PleUu operation. The hepatitie baa left complete~, 
and I reel good, vith normal enm-u and appetite. Western morale 
eeeJU genera~ a good deal higher than the last time ve wrote, 
tleapite the 1.nceeaant rain and mildev. I think the drop in load, 
along vith the increased. at.art and the nov-erteneiTe contact vith 
lontua (whioh even has a good deal of sun these da:,a) 1a respon­
sible tor the lift in epirita. 

Montagnard atart 1a carr;ring the ball ae ever, but with t,he 
drop 1n work load; thN• vbo are more inclined to goot off are 
beoOlling apparent. To tr,' to balance need vith staff aftilabillt,-, 
ve are encouraging eelectin return of staff to lont\lll. In 80118 
instances, thia require■ separation troll families atill ata7ing 
in Plaiku, but the concept vu suggested by' Pea and apprond bJ' 
Vincente, and baa not aet vi th ally' reeiatance. Ona an haa bean 
fired for contimlou poor pertol"llaDOe, and tvo others ban re­
ceiffd warnings in the tona of pa7 cute. Montagnard morale in 
lontua ae .. mueh ilapro'Hd bJ' the increued .American presence there, 
but the de-emphaaia here ie making the Pleiku workere a bit more 
disinterested parhape. 

I haven't rea~ talked to the others yet, but I think that, 
in viev of the understandable personal probl8118 that a tour tor· 
7ou vould entail at thia tilles 70ur coming nov is not neceaaar:,. 
(We all have aincare:i,- anjo78d working vith 7ou here 1n Yietnaa 
in the past, nonetheless) To have a011eone take the Pleiku oper­
tion would be nice, but ve can manage 01 a.a things at.and nov. Your 
stabilising inrluence vith the 1111' sema 110re critical nov, with 
the increased. demand on stateside aupportera. 

Concerning Pat (and otf the record, please), va are all quite · 
disappointed 1n the intere■t aha haa ahovn since the 24th of April. 
I have not felt it appropr-iate to give her the slight.eat semblance 
or preHure to come baok, u her choice 1a bard enough. lot knowing 
when, and haTing aerioua doubts u, she .intends to C0118 back ia the 
1110at rruatrating aspect of' working hare. Significant, I think, 1a 
the f'aat that ve have not .had a single paraonal cODllUJlication troa 
her since she lert Saigon. We are lame ducka. Minh-QtQ-, in our 
eatillation need• varioua reforM that could ftl7 well be reveraed 
b:, Pat on her return - so vh:y bother? Glen bu auggeated, and I 
agree with him in principle, that ve should go ahead vith whatever 
ve feel 1a neceaaa17, •inc• va 're here. It ve vera planning to 
sta7 at Minhllflu1' onr the long haul, I teal ve should go ahead 
with whatever ve d ... aaaential. Aa Pat is reall1' the o~ one 
committed to more or leas permanent ■ervice here, I feel ehe ahould 
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haTe a part in &UT -Jor changes in hospital pol1c7. Yet, until she 
demonstrate• an intention to onoe again participate in Minh..Qto', 
vhether in person or bT •11, ve are addled vith a groHq untair 
pay &7ste11, for u:aaple, lased on pereonaJ. loyalties and deempba­
daing •kill, reliab1lit7, and motiw.tion. \lb.at do ve tell the 
•ontagnarde when ~87 aak about the future? Thq deserve to know, 
one va1' or another. The repeated, Tague, indirect and nrioue 
btpreaeio1111 of Pat's current thinking do nothing but lean us, and 
especially the aontagnards up in the air. What we need 1• a direct 
statement f'roWl Pat, intended for both Western and aontagnard staff, 
of her future intentiona regarding Minh..Qto'. We all feel that ehe 
should not return until her affairs in the Skte■ are executed 
eatistaciorily, but ve do need eoae reliable g114■UM■ tor planning. 
,-,pe +Ai contezt 

Personally, a major aource of frustration cent.era around the 
profeeeional stagnation I aa currently experiencing. >er da,. 1e 
spent puahing penicillin to a traendous -.olum or patient&, with­
out really adequate tbte tor reflection or reading. Thie 1e tine 
as long as I .. doing Minh-Q\17 a aerrlce, but -:, etf'orta nov will 
-.Jee Tery little difference in the long run. U I can start in­
structing, the reward• will
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prolabq balance the proteea1onal aet­
backe, at l••t teaporariq. Perbape one solution 1e to try to 
keep a VPff ueigned to the Pleiku operation. (Please don't put 
:,ourself' in that positions ve need ,-ou 1n Seattle.) I&et lllOnth 
ve had one, but bad to request that he be reu■igned, due to groH 
incompetence: Like Pat, I find personal atf'aire draving • aVB.7 
trom Vietnam: Though not •• easily definable, thq are nonetheleH 
just •• real. I vill stay to see .._ Minh..Qu;y through this difficult 
tbte, but vould like once again to make clear that I have nenr in­
tended to stay here long tera, regardleea of Pat's plana. l"aaily 
and friend•, IIOdern jmriaan Jledicine, peaoe, the mountain•, and 
all my lacrosse buddie■ are vhat I ban waiting for me, and make 
the tour here that much more difficult, particularq the marking-
tillle of the present. 

Iteus 
1) Rouse fund expenditure• to date (food and toiletr1eat) ban 

come to t1i 5, taken out or my checking account. Pleaee ■end reblburse­
ment check. Toa hae aleo spent some or his .t'unde. (6 people now) 

2) How are the Jiioto■ cOlling? Pleaee send J.f1' COPJ' of the 
elides (original) to rq parent•. 

3) What 1e your jmone nuaber? We •7 be able to get a call 
through eometillie, I hope. 

Well, that'■ what'• on..,. ■ind this particular nights I'• sure 
you' 11 be get ting other ■entblente from the rest of the atarr. Pleaee 
conny, a• you see tit, the text andlor the content to Pat, and en­
courage a rep~. I hope 70u vill forgiTe the trankneaa, the nuabling, 
and the inconsietenciee, but these are rather contuing tblea. 

Beat regard.a, 




