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Information given to CORDS/WV by Dr. John W. Taylor, Minh 
Quy (Pat Smith'•) Ho•pltal. Pleiku 
Addreas: c/o 67th "F'vacuatlon Ho•pital. APO 96318. Plelku 
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Ben Het ia an ARVN Ranger border camp in the tri-border area 
manned by ARVN Ranger•. with Z U.S. advl•ora. The location la 
in Montagnard territory, occupied entirely by Montagnarda where 
the majority of fighting wa• ■taged in the Kontum offenalve. Right 
now there are 1400 Montagaard refugee• who have come to this 
border camp and they are expecting a total of 1700 before the 
refugee• atop conung. There are no facilltiea for houaing, food, 
etc. • and all the Montagnarde are desperate to get out. The area 
i• etill inaecure. getting frequent incoming rounda. 

The medical aituatlon. M.any people are in poor ahape and can't 
walk out--lt la mlle• from anywhere. Mlnh Quy Hoapital ha■ 
three Moritagnard health worker■ in the Ben Het Camp for the 
refugee•• the 4th waa wounded and had to be moved out. In addition. 
there la ,Tom Cole•. director of the hoepltal'• village health worker 
program. He haa alao been in the Ben Het Camp. The activitie• 
of theee people ha.-e included running a alck call and giving 
medication. They currently have 200 people charted who need 
medicine• every day. plua another 100 needing dreaaing• every day. 
May of theae people need hoepltalisation and they are broken down 
into three prloritie• for evacuation. The elck patient• in the three 
categorle• are divided 1eographically ao if a chopper come• in they 
can be evacuated. They are orderly and ready to go at all f\me■• 
bat the problem i■ traneportation. >. n epidemic of meaale• ha■ 
just broken out. plague la in the camp but not a big problem yet. 
The idea i• to get e•eryone out to Kotltum or Plelku. taking the 
•ickeat people firat. The American Ranger Command in Pleiltu 
baa been quite helpful in getting ■mall Huey helicopter• into the 
area when they can. but they are limited in what they can do becauee 
of the volume of people there. VNAF ha• given Yirtually no air 
support ca Chinook• to the operation. even though it aeem• to 11a that 
they are available in the Pleiku area. 

U.S. authoritle• in Plelku are reluctant to lncrea■e their effort 
without aome sort of reciprocation by VNAF. The medical facllltlea 
in Kontum and Plelltu, and the refugee facllltle• in theae two area•• 
are adequate to handle the load. 

What we would like to know i• who ie re•pon•ible to get the people 
out of there. 




