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EUGENE F. MCELMEEL, M. O. 

~X".llt~K$){9(; 
SEATTLE 98~ 

 
August 1 5 , 19'72, 

Dear Dr.Taylor: 
Please accept ~y apology ior the informal nature of t h is letter. But 

as a memeber of the Board of Kontum rlospital Fund I feel as tho I actually 
knew you ~e rsonally. But suffmce it to S d Y that I am de0ply i mpre ssed by your 
sense of responsibility a nd assure you t r,,, t ::,cu of f er •~ie a shriekinz; c -, allenge 
to promote the co use f or ·,·,hi e:, you. have 1Jnci. are s-i vint .:, O ,r.uch . Be asr:; ured. also 
of our ~aily prayers. J n a ble to nractice ~edicine even here in the c o~fort of 
Seattle due to t he usual coronary ~roble~s, I a m try ing to sti~ul a te int e rest 
~~ ere ever possible in supp ort o f you and cf course ~r.'Fat', snti all the rest. 

·,·e are currently in t ri e p lanning; sta;;es for 'the Penr,ies for Pat• p ro­
g rao and consequently a~ most interested in ahy informa tion you could send ~e 
in a brief let 1.er ah;; .i .Lc: y<:'J. have the time to write about ;; ow thin ,·s a.re going. 
The news in the papers is so ge neral and I have learned , so unreliable, that I 
felt ttat I shoul j g o directly to you a~d ask how best to picture the state of 
affairs to the ~3ny I h ope tc ~ ave out distributing t h e •cans' for Pat et al. 

ihere is no question t ~at ~r. Smith has put in a Lrmend ous ~tint ~dd tw 
we un~erstand thKt h er ajded responsibilities(now that s t e i b a 'Kother')ha ve 
altered he r point o f view and t hrown a tre:nendous load on you ii.DC. t h e others ?: ID 

r emai n behind. Since we haver.ad no communications with you or anyone and since 
we have to counteract the public suggestions by the newspapers that all is now 
grinding to a halt, I would deeo it a g reat favor to na ve from you some review 
of ycur 

present 

currents needs at,d how the fina nces are dok11~ v,e cant ·oe lik e the ever 
politician w::o fe e ls free to offer t11e sky, n:e ll you t ha t whatever you 
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~ 'Jt&atev-e~ !,l!a!II. need or war; t will promptly oe forthco rr. ing, but we do realize 
that under t h e present circu~stances you mus~ have special challenges 9nd if we 
were a little ~ore conversant with t ~ em we could ~e rhans ~eve our benefactors 
to l";reater 3.ctivity. 'l'h e Board too 1rn11ld lil-:e to c e able to res pond to your 
needs in a ~ ore r~alistic way, ~ut with no reports we have noL h ing specific to 
act upon . It may seem t hat ~e should know without being told that you need every­
thing we could thiM of, but since tr.is is a le gally constit~ted .ltund, we are of 
nevessi ty obliged to try to kee :,: cur L"eut as to where wn::1 tever ;ve send is g oing. 

This may a ll sound heartless, but believe ,ae it is net intended to be. 
There are rules by which we a re e overned and the I.R.5. expects us to be able to 
exp lain where the funds tnat ane inane trust are spent . This l know is not news 
to you but I oLly repeat it so you wi ll see t La t we do need more information . 
And I a:n consti:intly beine; asi<.ed what, the future of i•lin :i,uy is j ud e; ed to be and 
tho I know you cant answer □e that, still even to know wh~t the present ie wo uld 
be a g reat help. Dr. Pat's indecision has also ~&de us feel(I should say made me 
feel)that we must h ear from you about the project . 

The p e rmit for the distribution of the cans for 'Pennies for Pa t'runs for 
three months begin~ing with September so naturally we are busy now encouraging 
various 5 rou~s to g et to work. Cons equently tho I know you have plenty to take 
up _y our time, I would a ppreciate at least a pae;e or two written some time betwEEn 
da wn an• dark so that I can reassure these previous performers t hat the M. Q. 
Hospital is still a real i ty and in even more desperate need of t he ir help. 

A~a in let me assure you of everyone 's loyalty and enthusiastic support. 
Nothing would give any of us ~ore satisfaction than to be g iven enough information 
to pe r r'.li t feeling that we were in so ~1e way at ~ part of t he grea t work you 
are dcing . lt would gi ve us all a lift and b 

~ ith best wishes to all, I most resJ 
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