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!Date approximate: 20 August 1972 

Dear John, 

I am sorry not to have written sooner, hut kept thinkin~ I would 
be back there within a week or two, all the time I've been here. 
However, it now looks like it will -:·)e at leac t 2 to 3 weeks lon.:,;er 
...,efore I can ,Tet away, and possibly lone er yet. This all hc1.s to do 
with proble!'!!s with ~etting the boys settled here which wer e unantici­
pated. I obviously can't leave them 11ere wi t "!'lout r,eing sure they are 
in a ~-i roper spot, and what seemed to be an ade , uate arrang·,ent has 
fallen through very suddenly. I will not bring them back to Viet Nam 
until they can t r avel on US passports -- otherwise, I can envision 
a situation within the next few ~onths where I and other US citizens 
might be order· d to leave, and they not pe rmitted to leave, being still 
VN citizens & I can't tolerate that idea. i;'ly lawyer is working on the 
possibility of a special bill t 1ru congress to make t ~em citizens 
faster, but don't know how lor:c; t hat will take. I'm also attempting 
to make ot···e r arra11gements for · them to ;:; tay her e so that I can be 
back in Viet Nam as soon as pos Pible. 

Thanks very ·nuch for holding dow•-( t :1.e fort during my prol onged 
ahs ence. I hope your bout wit h hepatit i_s was a li r~h '; one & you're 
now recovec-ed? I ju,, t had a lett er fro '.n Barbara, w!': ic"h sa:vs t!:.e 
Weste-rn nurses a l'.'e now :tll stayinis in Kontum. "iihat would be t he ob­
j~ction to ~oving e veryt~ing & everyone back t ~ero? (I c qn ima 7 ine 
lots of them -- such as road now open ,t helicopfers or planes not 
qvailable, etc.) Howe ver, if it looks feasible to move back e ~ti~ely 
to Kontum, pleas e feel free to ma1<e the decision -- in co ·'.sul t8.tion 
with friontagn::i.rd staff (;: the 3is "!-1 op of course. 

If I get s tuck here still lon~er than anticipated, would you be 
willing to s tay on? And if so, what would -'. ·e your limit? I think 
I'll ~e able to ~et t h ings squared away within 3 to 4 wee ~s, but 
I :,,_onefltly can't rironise that at t 11is time, and, of course, ar--i very 
inter "" S ted in bein~ ~ure that t >in _r.-:s are under control in 'i'1Y ab~~ence. 
How does t ~e gener~l milit~~y & po •itical pi c ture look in the hig ~­
l ~nds? News here is zero. I'm s till pesn imistic about anything long­
ra>1g e for any pa:.t of Viet Nam, but would like to keen :ilin~t-..iuy g oing 
as long as possible. And I will ce:i:-tainly be bar: k as soon as I caYi 
possibly ma~e it. 

'.I:na111rn a~ain. -:ope to 1:.e~r .fro ""'.1 you soon. 

Jincere ly, 
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