
Dear Sirl 

~ Bollpital 
c/o 6'1th Bfac Hoepital 
.lPO, 96318 
22 quat 1972 

en rq viai.t to Sa1.gm :tut wek, I lett vith 1'l'1 a atatealllt 

concerning the critical refugee ait.uation in Ben Bet, XorltU11 Pro­

vince. 'lh18 note ill t.o amend certain statements 1n the light of 

D8V inf'Ol'!ll&tic:m, and t.o inf'o.rm J'OQ ot J:ll"OIIN98 in the aituatioll. 

In rq recent bri~, I mentioneda •VH.&r baa ginn T1rtual.ly 

no air aupport or Chinooks t.o the operation, ••• • IIJld, •us authori­

ties 1n Pl.eim are reluctant t.o increu• their effort without acme 

sort ot reciprocation b., VNAF." From the n.ntage point of me 

dealing tirectly vith the retugeu inTolTed, the lack of aircraft 

vu aeen as a failure an the part at the unite who opvate the 

hellcopten. As wu pointed out tow, by the Allerican unit. &ho 

J.nvolved in the ettort, the VNAF organisation WU WO eagar t.o 

get the people oa\, ba.t 1Ml"9 rut.ricted by othe Jri,Cll"iti .. utab­

llahed b;y higher ncnuDd. 

All of todq, the majority ot the Ben Bet retuge• ban baen 

evacuated, by a cooperative US/vBAF operaUan, quite utenaiTe irl 

scope. The i'iret day ot ffaOU&tian wu marred, h<Mmrr, by the 

t'l-aak era.ah ot a VNAF Chinook and a VNAF Hu97, with at. least 12 

persona ld.11.ed, in.eluding 4 VNAF arsv -~. In rlev ot W.. 

tragic sacr.ltioa, and the ettort and good vill expmded br the 

VNAl', I teel it 111lpartant. that the matter be claritied. 

Would you circulate copiea ot this letter to all paracm.a 

hm>lTed in the diaaaination ot the prffioua atatement? My-
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