
oe a r John, 

ijinh-QUY 11os pit a l 
Kontum, Viet Nam 
March 20, 1973 

I found your letter awaiting 1,1e on my arrival he re, but have not had much 
time for correspondence up till now. we're keeping fairly busy at the hospital, 
plus having been trying to do somethin~ about getting mines removed at old Minh-QUy 
and the well~ pumped out since the A~VN used it as a latrine in addition to their 
oth-::: r gifts to us. The mine situation seems to be as ,..,ell under control as we're 
going to get it -- it seems fairly certain t hat all are gone in the garden, relativ-2ly 
certain that none were planted elsewhere on our property, almost entirely certain that 
the banks of the creek still have many. The latter appear impossible of removal, and 
I think ,..,e will h"ve to fence & put concertinat: wire on the area, with many warninr,s. 

I •m ho;, ing to get move d back to Minh-ouy within the next 6 weeks. The essential 
repairs at the hospital are one or t,-.,o roofs -- other things can be done aft e r the 
move. 

perhaps you would be interested in assistinG with the move, if the minu1um 
repairs can be completed to allow us to move in the time you are here. \·/hat this 
means, of cours e , is assisting with the organization of the move, since the actual 
moving can be acconplished without much difficulty. 

Of your suggestions, there are three which I think feasible and of value: 
1. Uf most im9ortance, training twa more people to see patients in clinic. 

Although I have or,posed the g eneral philoso'1hy for years, I think we are now at ai: 
point where we must run the OP• by having all patients seen by the Montagnard staff 
initially, and only the referrals seen by the M.D. At present, there is a rather 
ridiculous situation (or rathe r h as been one Fr it will probably obtain again) \'AJ.ere 
the M.D. sees patients along with sr. Gabrielle -- i.e., :i lternative ly and indiscrirainate­
ly. ~\any hospital admissions are not seen by an M.D. for several days, being admitted 
by Gabrielle or a Wes tern nurse. I feel we should get enough Montagnards trained that 
all O'PD patients will be screened by them, with the M.D. s e eing any proble1,15, ,plus all 
admissions to the hosp ital ,..,ith them. The apr roach should be firstly that of the general 
physical exam, with an appreciation of normal f : abnormal; then, the diagnosis and 
OP• treatment of commorut diseases s e en in Kontum. The most important thing is to 
train them to appreciate when they are incapable of taking care of a problem and/or 
when the patient needs hospital admissi on. ( I think this part was very lacking in 
Tom's instruction, judging by what I see of his people's performance at present). 
I think the people to be chosen for training in this regard merit some d iscussion, 
bett ,~r done h e re. 

2. Training a Montagnard for helping in administrative areas. This 111ay not 
be possible to the degree we would like, but deserves some further efforts. Krik, who 
is Thai wal's son-in .. law, and has had some administrative e xperience, will probably be 
hired by us in the ne ar future ft might prove to be quite good in this line. He had 
previously ,,rorked at soroe low- level social worlc in K. Hring under auspices of Save the 
Childr-en Federation. For some months, he has been working for Jlill ~o se, dealinr, with 
distribution of VNCS collllllodities to refugees. The latter job is ending, since llill Rose 
is t e rminating with VNCS• 

3. collecting artefacts and accur a te information in regard to Montagnard 
culture would also be a worthwi.ile encleavor, though I think less iraportant than the 
previous two. This could also be a difficult procedure thes e <lays, when much of their 
culture has already been obliterated, and many interestin~ ar*efacts are not being 
made any nore because of lack of access to ma terials. However, wha t~ver you could do 
0 on the side" could be sor1eth ing of lasting value to the u.s. as well as the Mont a g-na r d s. 
Incidentally, I find it di f ficult to b elieve that Kunstadter has written anything about 
Montagna r d s of Vi e t Nam. He worked as an anthropolog ist in Thailand for s ome time, 
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and may have done s omething about the tribal people there. 11is exposure to MOntagnards 
of viet NaID has ce r tainly been minimal. 

I will probably be seeing you in Seattle in the ne ar future. Don Brazier 
sent in my name for an award offered by the National Council of Women; which demands 
my pres ence at the award c e remony in i•/ashington, D.C. on April 10. I have nos re­
gretted that I said I would be there if they gave me the ..... ~.:d, since I don't relish 
the thought of th e travel involved so soon again. Hov.-ever, I did say I would do it, 
so now J •rn stuck since I •ve turned out to be 11 i t•• -- their list of candidates must 
have been neither long nor impressive. I will probably arrive in Seattle .\pr. 7 or 8, 
go on to washington the 10th, then spend 2 to 3 days with my children, and get back 
to Seattle for a ma tter of a few hours or a day about the 13th or 14th on my way back 
h e re. 

Thin-;s have been pretty quiet here, though the pleiku road is only intermittentjy 
open I: the ARYN - NVA get into it outside of town from time to time. There has b ,~ en 
a little incoming since the cease-lfire, but rarely & of no significance. All the 1eontum 
refugees are being moved tia.ck from pleiku now, some being added to Mary Lou, wher~ the 
others are now, and so1ne being sent to their for::ier villages -- plei Kront; area is now 
considered ••secure" by the ARVN and all f rom that area are being returned. The GVN 
officials sayx that all refug ~es will also be 1ooved back from nanmethuout, but the 
time for this is not definite. It seerns that a large part of the Move is motivated by 
political reasons -- we hav~ hc arcl that if r: when a gene ral election occurs, the 
peopl e from Kontur.1 rrovince ·.-:ould not havc a vote unless they are in Kon tum provi nee 
at the time. 

The Mary Lou refugee car1p is a 1ness, medically spea k ing, but I do no t have 
much hope that any effort out of .Minh-quy will in:1rove it ,rruch. Dr. Brian ~yan, who 
visite d he1·e last year, has been going out th ere f or about 2 weeks, and bringing in 
the worst patients, but his efforts have not really been directed to improving the 
dispensary there , which is staffe d under the dir ection of Province Hospital. There 
are 7 of our VH\'I out tl;ere, who are doing practically nothing. They have not b c: en 
paid since Dec. 31, when Province was supposed to start paying them, and our efforts 
to g et this straightened out have b e en unavailing -- Thach clatbms he doesn't have the 
money for any of 'tom's VHW yet. We could put them on our payroll, but I feel their 
efforts do not warrant this, until if F1 when there is someone who can actively supervise 
their activities -- Scotty, to my mind, is a total flop at any kind of superv ision and 
direction of the VllW• 

All for now. Will try to see you, or least give you a call, whl.!n J'm in seattle. 

Sincerely, 

,­
/ 




