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The U.S. government is not doing all it should in behalf 

of the Vietnamese children who are casualties of the war. 

MARJORIE HOPE 

=If Offl·I + IN SOUTH VIETNAM hundreds of children 

are dying- some with their limbs blown off, some 

with gunshot wounds, some covered with burns 

from head to foot. The burned are treated with 

vaseline or not at all. The wounded may never see a 

doctor; today there is only one Vietnamese physician 

per 100,000 people to minister to the needs of 

civilians. The few existing hospitals are overflowing 

with patients; two or three people often share the 

same bed. Flies circulate freely on children who 

,have been skinned alive, for in most provincial 

hospitals there are no facilities for hygiene, no air 

conditioning, no fans. Mattresses are stained with 

-blood and urine; hospital buildings are infested 

with rats; sick babies die in heat that often goes 

beyond 105 degrees. 
In Switzerland an organization known as Terre 

des Hommes (World of Men) procured 400 hospital 

beds in Europe last fall, sent representatives to 

Vietnam, and began making plans to bring in 

1rounded children for treatment. Because of its lim­

!tcd financial resources, the organization sent to Pres­

iden! Johnson a request for the loan of military 

hospital aircraft or use of unoccupied places in 
,. American planes . 

I 

The White House issued a letter on January 17, 
1_966, sympathizing with "all efforts to aid the vie­

: ~l - of Communist aggreMion in South Vietnam" 

; and as&uring the Swiss organization that the Ameri­

can government would consider aid for needy per-

. labs within South Vietnam. Then it categorically 

~fed that "U.S. military aircraft cannot be pro­

~ for airlift to Europe of Vietnamese children 

~ may need medical treatment," because of "our 

· ~ that the most effective way of extending aMist­

'111cc is on the scene in South Vietnam whett chil­

~ and others can be treated near their families 

_. in familiar surroundings." 

What att these "familiar surroundings"? They :r be the hospitals - described by the Swiss team 

lor pl.aces 'With the atmosphere of slaughterhouses 

. Ptopie." Two Dutch doctors who visited Viet­

\_ 111111 ~ almost the same time said the h01pitals were 

;lldescnlaable," and added: "'Thousands of people 
-~ ttOll1 untt.ru.kd bums arrive from the in-

• ,~c~lioi,,g in Nn, Tm dtJ. 

,..a 

terior of the country. Most people are tended by 

members of their own families, who usually sleep in 

the hospital, under the bed or next to it, anywhere 

where they can find room." 
But more often the children's "familiar surround­

ings" are desolate straw huts, for most of the burned, 

wounded or sick do not even get to a hospital. They 

are never found, or the roads are impassable, or 

bridges have been shot away, or conditions are so 

chaotic that there is no transportation. These chil­

dren suffer and die without care "at home." 

What does "near their families" mean? According 

to one neutral source, at the end of 1965 there were 

at least 11,000 orphans and thousands of abandoned 

children in South Vietnam. Nearly a million ref­

ugees were without homes . 

II 

In a courteous but spirited reply to the White 

House letter, Terre des Hommes declared: "We are 

all in agreement with respect to the principle that 

local work is most desirable, but who has done it 

efficiently and sufficiently since the beginning of the 

war? . . . If it is so easy to save locally by modem 

means thousands of burned, wounded, and sick 

people, why has this not already been done?" 

Terre des Hommes is an international nonpoliti­

cal, nondenominational organization founded in 

196o for immediate help to child victims of war. 

Between 1g61 and 1g65, it placed 1,159 children 

(most of whom had been wounded in the Algerian 

war) in clinical institutions and foster homes. It has 

never criticized U.S. military policy in Vietnam but 

has limited itself to humanitarian aid. The organiza­

tion needs funds to support the work of a nurse who 

is seeking out seriously wounded or burned chil­

dren, for a clinic it expects to open in Saigon, for an 

intensive care center at the Nhi-Dong hospital. and 

for pharmaceutical products now being sent to two 

of its doctors in Kontum. At the moment, however. 

the most pres.sing need is for planes to tnmport 

drugs, doctors and children. 

At the beginning the project received cncour­

agun~t from all sides. including American ofticiah, 

A letter noauaring from the International Rat 
Croa Olmmittec la.st September first brought the 

plight of these children to the attmticm oi Terre da 
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enthusiastic. A representative of the state depa!t­
ment at the U.S. mis.sion in Geneva appeared qmte 
open to the plans. He suggested that Terre des 
Hommes contact a Dr. J. (an American general) in 
Vietnam. The latter favored the propasal. Yet the 
request transmitted to President Johnson was re­
[~d. 

III 

Why this refusal? Why this distinction between 
projects within and outside Vietnam? . . 

It can hardlv be because other orgamzat10ns can 
£u1611 the task .' O\·er 30 groups, including the Inter­
national Red Cross and some American army med­
ical teams, are doing what they can in Vietnam, yet 
the situation grows worse every day. Terre des 
Hommes originally planned to use unoccupied 
places in commercial planes. The airlines, however, 
said they feared their customers would feel a bit 
uncomforuble dining on steak and champagne be­
fore the eyes of burned and wounded children. The 
organization has managed thus far to bring in 32 
children at its own expense - $1,500 per child. At 
this rate, few children can be helped and reserved 
hospital beds will remain empty. 

It is difficult to see why the richest nation in the 
world t:annot make a hospital plane a\'ailable. Ac­
cording to a .\'eu: rork Timt's dispatch on August 9 
of thu ye.u. seriuusl~ wounded G.I .s get fast flights 
to sutaide hospitals on jets where " . .\ir Force nurses 
will be aboard with me<lirines and soothing words, 
.-nd a mns iteward will sen-e meals from the plane's 
ebborate gallev." \(orcovcr. American planes have 
been used in the p;ast to transport Hungarian ref­
ugca and to pro\·ide airlifts from Cuba. 

Tht Terrt' de-. Honmws rcph- to the White House 
lttta dtc:d the American tr:1dition of humani~trian­
~ , pt.)intin~ out that Eurupeans had "good reason 
not to fori;tet Lh.!t part o( the world owes its libera­
tion from Hitler c:x.c:nttioners to the American peo­
ple: · But it added : "Without making any judgment 
,lt all 1)0 thc direction of this war, we feel that the 
J.rtDtd forcn of the l' nited States. inrnlved in acts 
which h..l,·t' mutil.ll('tl nm little ones. can in no way 
sheet that 11\\111\c:mrnt wh<'n it is an ur~ent question 
of 5.lYinl( lh<- hH:1 1:>{ those rhildren ." 

Rnc:nt ,tont'-1 nt "mi..,1;1ken .. bomhin~ (or simplv 
bombing, from an :1ltitude at which no pilot can 
datinituish t~t1,,·ccn " frit>nd-." ,md "enemies"\ make 
it u-i.:rc.J.Sin~h dnr that hundrcih nf innocrnt Vic:.t­
n.1nioc nHli.m., arl' betnl( k.illt"<l or maimed b,· U.S. 
fon:" . \(,.>H·0 ,cr . . 1 l.u~c:- n11mt>n of wh:it the \Vhite 
Hou~ ktt.~r ,·.1li:i. " \l1:lim~ ,1{ C,)mmuni-1t J~C3-

~ no ,1,c \ 1c:tnam~ jutfenng ftom bum!\ c.1t1.~ by 
n2pa lrn .and 1>lh,er ptoJucu of .\mc."Tic.m rC'iearch. 

\ ·('n f~w .-\mn1.::.u1s or Eurup,t:ms ba~ ~nr sem 
• ·h.Jt n..ip.tim d°"--, In hunun ~in~ lt is a highl1 
tba.wubk sti,d. y jdh wh.-.h dings to anything it 
touches .md hunu with 1oc.b heat I.hat all O:lygffl in 

the area is exhausted within a split sewnd. Death is 
either by roasting or by suffocation. 

Some American journallsts have reported that tht 
[1 

most effective use for napalm - the most popular 
bomb in Vietnam - is to terrify peasants in Viet­
cong-controlled areas into moving to American-con• 

1 
-

trolled areas. They quote Special Forces officers as 
saying that this strategic bombing kills " ten civilians 

Us• 
for every VC." And they have described women 0ui FAn 
arriving at medical stations holding children whcr.c Loto's 

legs had literally been cooked by napalm. They hm Transl; 

also reported - as Charles Mohr of the New York le Row, 

Times pointed out in a television program on Au- W~ 15 l 
h

. h h d . . . d. Conol 
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ages reports on napalm. . $4.50-
In keeping with its nonpolitical, purely humaru- + LOIDI 

tarian purpose, Terre des Hommes has no formal tilled an 

connection with any group in this country. How• as thoro1 

ever, it welcomes the cooperation of all who wish to nnt. m 
help. Its president, Edmond Kaiser, stresses the ur· ~P~_ t 
gent need for physicians to volunteer their services ~: 
at the project's hospital in Saigon. He also says that in the 10 

war-wounded children should be brought to tilt Go&pels. 
States - one of the three countries in the world that CD!relatio 

have the knowledge and the resources for treatment 1• pr.yer a: 

of napalm and other serious burns. =, 
A number of Quakers have launched an appeal 111 C3Ch 

for sponsors of Terre des Hommes in this country, llandabc 
,1embers of Women Strike for Peace are sending 1?°'5 (an, 

documentation of the issue to all congressmen. So111( ~~ ab 

f 
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0 o~r senato_rs and representatives have expre:.lC" ~ 
c?ns1derable mterest in the problem, and it seems Cod to , 

likely that they will bring the question to th~ ~~1 actinry. 
of Congress: How are we fulfilling our respans1bilil! The P'11 

for these small victims of war? I :~; 

The Counselor 

+ YOl: wonder why I listen to your words, 
The whining wind, the thunderclaps 
That bring the damp confessions of a 5tatJJl 

That never really struck, but passed 
And left behind untested fear. 
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You wond~ why I offer stem advice, i ~ 1 

The cold imperatives I carve ! '-" b, 
From stony trials I calmlv say I met i ~ soii 
\-Vith ·t d ·11 ' : Ult ,,_ ) ur Y w, and solemn trust l -r, .... ., 
Th · ' •atoi; 

e tnals I know are undetermined vet. ~ I . . {. ~ 
know the counsel that I o-ive to \:OU } ?.,at_ 1 

I need o· , • ~ 
, to curb my appetites, . !1f 

And so I c t · .._ , " . au ton other restless men -,., to 1 

~t the never distant storm, : · ~-~ 
· guLst the cloudy pressure of my doubt. It• "4 ' 

You wooder why I listen to your words- . -~ 
. :a. 
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