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i.1ti' Rn OF 'Il-Ll rnonz.:: STJ.R !'·£DI ... L FOR HEROISH 

TC 439. 'Ih.:: f -11· wing .i..RD is r nncunced. 

icPfl..::RsoH, ~ -,.·~vIN D. 
,Jlo . 9t-485 .·N 

WOl lOOB H Trp, 10th hir C~w (WHNFhil. A) 

: .w~rd...:c: Brr rrz._ Strr ; .. red 0 l (First Onk Leaf Cluster) with "V" DL:vice 
J)rt,_; :: f s ervic1.;: 26 J r-.nu;:-.ry 1973 
'Ih..:rLr: ~..:public c f VL::trrm 
.'.uth·.:ri ty: By dir'-!cti' n : .. f the LT C;Sident und.:r the prevision ~f ~xecutive 

Oro..:r 11046, 24 J.u.:,ur;t 1962, : .R 672-5-l c.nd US/.JW Supp!L;ment 1 to 
• .P 672-5-1 c. ~ t -XJ 10 ~•U/IUSt 1970. 

P...:;:-s ·.n: F .)r her·: ism L1 c .nn.::cti :-.n with militrry c perr-.ti<:ns ~g: L1st r hostile 
f ·.re _, : V rrr nt O<:'ficcr i-icPh..:rs n distin:suish.:d hiins-:!lf by 
.:xc ..... pti ( n:-l lJ" r l .. r ·. us ' ctic ns whil.:: serving :-s pil , t ~ f r. 
light •. tse::rrti ~·n h-11C' pt-::r in suppcrt · f :.'..divided Vfotnrmese 
1 ng r r- n3c rec .mnr issr;1c..: pc tr: l in c'.".ntrct with r.n .... n~my f . rc.:., 
Una_,:r ..:nemy fir..!, \tl:-rrrnt Offic..:r :licPhers .. n ch .. s..: t o r tt .... mpt 
:- pickup ,-,f t..11.e smr ll'"r . f t•,• '~ fri endly clements. Wnilc rt :--
h ·: v<::r 'bet"Ween th-- tr..;~s th:-- t surrcunded the pickup r- r c.:r , his 
r ircr~ft t c.r k num::.:r . ll S 11 i ts c~nc when climbins r-.h.",Vd tl1c.: trees 
the r ircrr ft continu..:d t ._ tcke dir~ct hi ts which cr.us 1...d fr c..m 
the '-'ngin~ com!X'.rtmcnt. While l'!lf'neuvering his r.1rcrr.ft f'.Ild 
prs s.;;n,::ers mry fr .. m ~nerny prsiticns, he rc.djustcd r o ck.:;t fire 
suppcrting Cubrr- 's int'. the cent...:r c f the ..;nemy concentrc.tions, 
inflicting ~nemy er S\U'.l ti-.:s. With his c0ckpi t r ::;.pidly filling 
with sm• .. ke rnd his visi'tility diminishing, Wrrrc,nt Officer 
~ . cPh..;rscn cr .. ntinuc.:o evr- sive c ctiGn until his r_ircrc.ft engine s"U;pp:;·-:. 
rt is 'ircrdt crr.sh~d intc the trees. Ignoring his injuries, 
Wr- rr:-nt Officer Mcf':.1..:rS \ O r.ssisted twc Vie tzrmese s 0ldi;;rs 
fr m th ..: wr..:ckc.g..: :mo then returned to help his cbserver whc 
~ s pinn..:a b,,rkr th th'-' r.ircrr.ft. The r"..ircr::>.i't w..s burnin3 r nd 
h~ ~ ttemptG..-d tim..: r nd cgr- in to shift the helicopter in c.rder tc 
lif t th..; tr~nsmissi : n frcm his crew member. His c.ctic ns wer0 in 
L'"pin.::· w1 th the high'-'st trc.di tis ns cf th~ mili tr.ry service end 
r'-'fl ..: ct gr.::r . t cr'-.C it upon himself, his unit o..nd the Uni t cd Ste tes 
1-.rmy. 
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