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In'Dan,ger 
Out To Cut' Red 

, s~~~!I;A~,in~sM~d 
than 3,000 U, S. Marines I 
and South Vietnamese in­
fantrymen backed by ' an 
American armored colul;:n 
are pushing another major 
counter offensive_ south .of I' 
the demilitaried zone, .'. 

~a- I 

l!Ie allied 
troops 

cal1"lC'ea ""U prison. 
Ameri-

reoort.!d killed and 64 
wounded. the . allies' maio 
purpose is _, to cut ,North Viet­
namese supply lines from Laos 
into South Vietnam. 1.;'.' \ 

objective I 
is to cut from ' La~ 
into Soulb U,S. patrol 
have sighted North Vietnames 
self·propelled artillery iu 

, '., l ,. 

Turn ~aPISoA, Slory No, 10 , 
.............. ik."ty'B"oq .,-11 I 

• • -1>.";'" ..... 
from w!I!eIl. " eOuId ..fount at. , 
tacks on 1'11: ' }Ijo"r provindal : 
capitals, . 

On Suoday, tile U,S. Com· 
mand took the security wraps 
off another offensive, MasS.lebu­
setls striker, which le'llr"IiillPe 
tb1i~ericaD p.a~trns>p. 
ers into 1be1\: Sll'iuCOV'aney:"3S' to. 
40 Miiw scum Of If"-! Maine 
Crag operattonal ~rea. The val­
ley is Ibe biggest North Viet· I 
n8mese supply base and staging 
area in South Vietnam's north-
ern quarter. ) 

HelIcopters landed troops ' of. 
the U,~ 1~lst Airborne Division ' 

I 
in the valley on Marcb 1 for the 
Ibin! major allied invasion of 

lthe are~ in less than a ye~r . ... ~1 
. But contact has been llght"and 

sporadic since the offensive 
kicked off, indicating that the 
paratroopers have encountered I 
only rear guard and supply 
troops. U.S. headquarters re­
ported that 61 North Vietnamese 
soldiers and 23 American para­
troopers have been killed so far 
and 53 paratroopers wounded. 

U.S. headquarters also .lindi. 
cated a North Vietnamese build. 
up in the eXtreme .. Dprthwest 
comer of South Vietnam, 212 tol 
3p1ile. soulb of the DMZ and ' 
within three miles of the Lao- i 
Uan border. It said U,S, Bs2s 
dropped nearly 400 tons Of l 
bombs On . North Vietnamese 
troop .1'" concentrations, base 
'camps and bunkers in that area. 

South Vietnamese headquar­
ters reported a grouod figbt be. 
low the eastern end of the DMZ 
Suoday 'and said 43 North Viet. 
namese were killed. ''Seven 
South Vietnamese soldiers were 
wounded. • 'T ! 

In the third big American op. 
I eraUon whicb has .~en an· i 
llOuoced, In the area. Of the I 
Micbelin rubber plantaUon 45

1 

miles northwest of Saigon, U.S. 
spokesmen said 400 enemy 
troops had been killed during : 
!be past week. Only sca~red ! 
flgbting was reported over the ' 
weekend. The sweep by 10,000 
ADierican soldiers is aimed at 
keeping troops of the NOrIb ' 
Vietnamese 1st and 7th divisions 
from pushing down the Saigon 
River towan! the capital .. 

Suoday nigbt and early today, I 

more than 40 B52s pounded posi· I 

tions around Saigon with OVer 
11,200 tons of bombs in Ibe con· 
tinuing campaign to ward off an I 

I 
attack on the capital. Some of I 
the raIds were 19 miles from the 
city, the .closest in three weeks. 

Three sharp figbls were reo 
ported Suoday In the Mekong 
Delta, 18 to 70 miles southwest I 

of SaigOn, In one, U,S. infantry. , 
men from the 9th Division reo 
ported 132 Viet Cong killed, 
most of them by air strikes and 
arUllery. U.S, headquarters said . 
American casualties were four 
killed and 19 wouoded, 

The Allied cOmmands said the 
enemy made about 25 ' rocket 
~n mortar ~ttacks overnight on 
allied bas .. _ towns, but total 
casu~ ~ :damage were 
lighL 

NUMBEltl0 
. (ConllDuea' Fro;"; 1'age One/ ~

:M'target'~air bases 
a1 pa Nang, Ba.n · e Thuot and 
K~"tum, South' lVieinamese 
~~. _ 8'f!:JQuarters said five mortar 

.'~~ls landed on a Buddhist or. 
·~~nage near Quang Ngai City 
li:ilhng one child and wOUOding 
2 others. . 

The U.S, Command an. 
nounced. that four more Ameri. 
can helicopters were shot down 
over ~e weekend, killing seven l 

All:'erlc~ns and wounding eight. 
This raIsed to .2,457 Ibe number 
nf U,S, l,>.elie6DlJOJ§ reported lost 
m l!Ie wi!¥! .1 "eJ"""'-. 
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