
, 

VOL. I NO. II FEBRUARY 1969 

COMMENTS FROM THE 
BATTALIOO COMMANDER 

While I'm writing this issue of the 
"Bushman"!j"Review", the battalion is en­
gaged in one of the most challenging and 
enterprising operations of the entire 
Vietnam War. We are operating in the 
southern portion of Quang Tri province, 
over thirty miles south of our home port 
at Vandegrift Combat Base. 

Tel ~ the "newbee", thirty miles does­
n't seem like much, but to you, the 
bushman, thirty miles is a long way when 
the weather '~s you socked in and the 
chow is running low. Thirty miles seems 
like trirty thousand when your only 
means of resupply or evacuation, the old 
reliable "46", is ,grounded at Quang Tri. 

You, the magnificent bastards 
of a new generat\ on, have experi­
enced this "sorry, socked in again 
todai' felling, and, like the 
troopers of an older generation, 
have cinched up your belt and said, 
"So what." 

It was a long hungry spell 
from the 30th of January until the 
8th of February, and colder than 
sin, at that. To make matters 
worse, Charlie was there- good old 
Victor Charlie, in his shorts and 
tennis shoes, harrassing the hell 
out of you. Well Marine, in spite 
of these odds, you the "new breed" 
came through again, "shining like 
a rose," just like the legions of 
your ancestors did in those "other" 
wars. Charlie knew we were there, 
invading his heretofore sacred 
domain. You're damn right he knew 
we were there, and while this is 
being written we are still there. 
I have something else to tell you, 
so listen hard-we are going to stay 
there just as long as it takes to 
kick the bejabbers out of the VC, 
or NVA, or any other damned initials 
they decide to throw our way! 
Charlie knows that he's fighting 
Marines, the 9th Marines to be exact, 
and to be even more specific, 3/9, 
the world's finest! 

This was evidence by the mess­
age from Hanoi Hannah around the 
9th of February sending greetings 
to the 9th Marines on Co Ka Va 
(FSB Cunningham). 

We will fight him in the jungles 
in the mountains, or in the rice 
paddies of Leatherneck Square. This 
Battalion has fought in all of thill 
terrain and fought like "the tin 
caris of hell" were tied to your 
taill So I say "bring on your 
Charlies, damn it, 3/9 hasn't even 
started to war ' up yet!! I 

. - -.~. 



BRCN ZE STAR WlNNER 

The President of the United States 
takes pleasure in presenting the BRONZE 
STAR MEDAL ':to HOSPITALMAN DOUGLAS CLINT 
COLE UNITED STATES NAVY for service as 
set forth in the following paragraph. 

"For heroic achievement in con­
nection with operation against the 
enemy in the Republic of Vietnam while 
serving as Corpsman with Lima Company, 
Third Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third 
Marine Division. On the morning of 15 
September 1968, Company L was conduc­
ting a search and destroy opeation in 
the Quang Tri Province when the explO­
sion of a command detonated mine 
initiated a North Vietnamese Army am­
bush which pinned aown the lead Marines 
wi th a heavy volume of small arms and 
automatic weapons fire and caused 
numerous casualties. Immeadiately 
moving forward and initiating treatment 
on an injured comrade, Hospitalman Cole 
voluntFered to aid in the rescue of the 
two men. Disregarding his own safety, 
he fearlessly exposed himself to the 
hostile fire and, crawling twenty-five 
meters across the fire-swept terrain, 
reached the Marines, one of whom was 
wounded. Oblivious to the hostile 
rounds impacting near him, he courage­
ously administered plasma and first aid 
to his injured comrade, and as he was 
finishing his treatment, Hospitalman 
Cole was wounded by fragmen~ of an 
explodon! el'leW grenade • . Ordered to 
withdraw and seek medical assistance, 
be crawled a short distance to the 
hazardous area to assist any other 
casualties until he was again ordered 
to return to the company aid station. 
His bold initiative and unwavel'ltng 
determination inspired all who obser­
ved him and wre instrumental in savini 
numerous Marine lives. Hospi talman I 
Cole's courage, aggressive fighting 
llpiil:\. t and steadfast devotion to dut,. 
in the face of great peJ1Sonal danger 
were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps and of 
the United States NaTal Service." 

RECCOMMFliDED FOR SILVER STAR 
Cpl. Michael J. Joyce 2445426 

is a squad leader with 2nd pIt, 3d 
Battalion 9th Marines, Lima company. 
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Cpl. Joyce showed conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepity in act while 
operating against the enemy in the 
Republic of Vietnam. On 17, Feb-
ruary 1969, during the early pre-
dawn hour'S during operation Dewey 
Canyon. Lima company was providing 
security for a large fire support b 
base adjacent to the laotian border 
and the Ashau valley. wllen it came 
under fire and an all out assualt ·by 
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an NVA force of unknown si11:e. During 
the exehange of fire Cpl. Joyce con­
s~antly moved from position to position 
distributing ammo and directing fire 
of his squad. Upon observing that 
bunker, in which his M-79 men were 
located had been overrun, with dis­
regard to his own safety Cpl. Joyce 
immediately began to maneuver toward 
the beleaguered posi~ion. At this 
time 7 of the enemy who had surrounded 
the bunker began firing on Cpl. Joyce I 
in an attemp to keep him from linking 
up with the two Maitda trapped inside 
the bunker. He immediately dropped 
to the ground and took the enemy under 
fire killing all seven of them. He 
had saved the lives of his fellow 
Marines. Cpl. Joyce's determination I 

and Heroic act under heavy enemy fire 
inspired his fellow Marines and con­
tributed significantly in repul,sing 
the enemy at tack. By his unco.lllfnon 
leadership, courageous act and self­
less devoition to duty, Cpl. Joyce 
up held the highest traditions of the 
Urn ted States Marine Corps and the 
Naval Service. 

"Oomftel'. I'. 10l1li& !ive .,.. a 
.,bance t' write an' tell ye'l' 
JI'olka 10" ''1'8 the at .... n in 
our platooa.-



MARINES OF THE MOm FOJt P'EBmJARY 
• 

India Co; Marine of the Month. 

While on a search and clear 
operation a few miles north of 
Dong Ha, India company was sub'" 
jected to sporadic sniper fire. 
T~e 1st. plt. was assi&nedto 
envelope and assualt the sni­
per. As the 1st. plt. ne&l'ed 
the vicinity of the snipers, 
they suddenly, were brought 
under an intense volume ot' 
small arms, automatic weapons 
and mortar attack, and the 1st. 
platoon started sustainin8 cas­
ualties. Sgt. Powell, reacting 
immediately, took charge of"a 
fire team, constantly exposing 
himself Sgt. Powell maneuvered 
and advanced his team far fortf 
ward of his own lines within 
35 meters of an ene~ mortar 
8:\,~, Sgt. Powell and I/Cpl 
Brown assualted the mortar 
position ,thrOwing hand gernadel 
and opening up with small arms 
and automatic weapons fire as 
they rushed forward. S&t. 
Powell and his team wiped out 
the en~ 82mm mortar Site, 
killing 2 NYA and,routin& 4 
others. Sgt. Powell and his 
team continued to pursue the 4 
NVA, when they were hit by 
heavy small arms and automatic 
wealJons fire, mortally woundinc 
one Marine. Sgt. Powell and the 
remainder of his team continued 
the AllSualt, and then PFC Olson 
was seriously wounded. 5,;t. 
Powell <w:hthoul;l regard f,or his 
own life, having only one maia­
zine remaining, ran througl) a 
hail of eM~ fire to an exposed 
positioni~ order to give more 
accurate covering ,fire;fQDfa 
corpsman. Upon reaching the ex­
posed Sight, ~t. Powell wae 
wounded by a, gunshot wound to 
the chest ,., blit still conQio\1ll:l!, 
he cont1n,.v.edtodeliveracclttat.e" 
fire, silenci1nt;'ena l«Aauto.t'ic 
~apon po'ltll!on, bef't>l'ebe~ 
fatally wounded. " -

Continued next Column. 

Continued From Column One. 

Sgt. Powell gave his life valorollllly 
and in the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps. By his courageous 
actions, the lives of many Marines 
were saved. He was the determinin& 
factor in the death of 4 NYA. Sgt. 
Powell's family was award.d the 
Navy Cross. 

Lima Marine of the Month 

,CQrporal'llavid W. Mauldin joined 
Lima' s IJ,zards on 26 March 1968. lie 
arrived at Company "Lit a PFC and has 
since been promoted twice and is now a 
Corporal squad leader. During Operation 
Dewey CanyOn,' Corporal Y.auldin's squad 
was part of a larger force which moved to 
the valley floo1: to get some much-needed 
water. This water detail was fired on by 
the ene~. As usual, Corporal Mauldin 
was everywhere, ilboutiD« enco1ll'IlIement 
to his men and supervising the return 
tire,. .. theD bait hill squd bl'~ 
the lIOunded to the lanci1n& 10 ... and set 
up a 360'defensive position around,it 
until the wounded were safely evacuated. 
10r this, and other similar actions, 
Corporal Jfauldin has bewn chosen as Lima's 
Marine of the Month. 

H!cS Companies Marine ot the Month 

L/Cpl. Juan Ortiz, &UJIIler ~ the 
8lmm mortar fIlatoon, has shown outstanding 
leadership ability and courage. Therefore 
he has been chosen as H!tS companies 
Marine of the Month. 

Durin« the recent operation Dewey 
Canyon, Ortiz WIl!l called to his &Un 
many, times when our position was being 
aaeualtedor hara-'iled. On the ni&ht of 
February 26th, during enBIIIT 601llll mortar 
incom1nc on our night defensive position. 
l/epL Ortiz manned his &Un and tired with 
accuracy at .the enemy tube knock1nl; it 
out with the first ~ound.Hethen con-

. tinued topla), havoc with the enell\T 
positions all the While keepiD« his &Un 
crew calm and' efficient. 
, Ortiz has shown time aDd t1meap%h 
tha,t he can be depended on in a ~utch 
.. u"tion. Congratulations to l{Cpl Ortiz 
on a job'well done. 
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FEBRUARY'S MERITORIOUS PR()!()TIONs 

Kilo Company. 
Meritorious fromotion to Cpl. 

L/Cpl. Gabel is the 2nd squad 
leader in the 2nd platoon of Kilo 
Company. He has been a squad leader 
since 20, November 1968. Duri~ 
which time L/Cpl. Gabel has out­
Btandin! demonstrated hie ability as 
a leader to his superiors. Duri~ 
operation Dewey canyon, his coolness 
in handl1~ his squad while under 
constant enemy fire, instilled his 
men with the confidence and moral 
support they needed throu~bout the 
lont; hard foU!;ht days. L/Cpl. Gabel, 
is "invaluable" in the field because 
of his loyality and his ability to 
complete all missions assi!ned. In 
the !arri.on, he is constantly 
!ivin! his squad classes on military 
subjects and field problems. L/Cpl. 
Gabel has proven himself as a Marine 
worthy of a . squad leader, and worthy 
of being aniNCO in the United States 
Marine Corps. 

PFC. Peter A. Paul is the 1st. 
squad leader in the 2nd platoon of 
Kilo Company. He has held this 
position since the 15th of November 
1968. Duri~ this time he hae 
!ained the confidence of his super­
iors and the admiration of his men 
for the fine outstandin! job he has 
done. PFC Paul has led his men on 
over 20 combat patrols, and his 
ability to execute, and accomplish 
his assigned missions has proven 
him an alile leader. In operation 
Dewey canyon PFC. Paul's ability to 
control his men during timee of 
stress has proved him to be II VIllu­
Ilble r.An without whom the entire 
Company as well as the 2nd platoon 
would be Itt II dertnate loes, in 
every respect this Marine has proved 
himself an able leader and has qual­
ified himself for meritorious pro­
motion to L/Cpl. in the United States 
Marine Corps. -4-

India Company. 

They're surrender passes, 
alri!ht. 

Meritorious Promotion to S~. 

Cpl. Duncan has been in the Re­
public of Vietnam since 25 November 
1967. Upon completion of his first 
tour in the RVN, he immediately ex­
tended his overseas tour of duty for 
six more months~ Durin! this period 
of time he has proven himself to be 
an unquestionable leader of men. 

Cpl. Duncan has served as a 
squad leader in the third platoon, 
Company I since 22 July 1968. On 
some occasions, he has acted as the 
platoon ri!ht t;U1de, at all times, 
Cpl. Duncan demonstrates a hi!h de­
competence that is uncommon for his 
ate and rank. He utilizes his per­
sonnel in a manner to achieve the 
best from their skills and develops 
their potentialities. His appreciation 
and knowledge of terrain, tactics,and 
the enemy make him an invaluable 
asset to the Company. Cpl. Duncan has 
demonstrated qualities which can be 
envied by any mmber of the Armed 
Forees of the United Sta~ and his 
sterlin! leadership abilities are a 
rare quality which are seldom seen 
in anyonecbut the finest of leaders. 

Cpl. Duncan's continued coop­
oration with his superiors and his 
devotion to duty have been in keepin! 
with the hithest traditions of the 
United States Marine Corps. 



THE FOLLaolING PEOPLE WERE ffiOMO'lll) DURING THE MCNTH OF FEB~UARY 

H&6 Co. Promotions 
To Lltpl. 
Barnett, Larry E. 
Bowman, Dewey Jr. 
Buttjer, Richard E. Jr. 
Goss, Dean L. 
Huges, James L. 
Karsten, Stephen III ' 
Land, William E. 
Martin, Steve L. 
McClain, Andrew ,ir. 
Morales, ~oss 
Ransom, Michael T. 
Reynolds, John H. III 
Stoll, Lury F. 

Promoted to PFC. 

Wardlow, David L. 
Weems, Ernest E. 
Wing, Leroy W. Jr. 
HcC ormack, James D. 
lfcKinney, Raymond H. 
Christiansen" Eric W. 
Best, Danny R. 

Lima Company Promotions 

Promoted to L;tpl. 

, Sanders, William V. 
'::ook, Donald P. 
Johnson, Donald W. 
Lancaster, John W. Jr. 
Provo, Lester F. Jr. 
Robine, John C. 
Sawyer, John T. 
Schmidt, Thomas G. 
Smith, Thomas L. Jr. 
Smith, Wayne L. Jr. 

ProIBOted to PFC. 

Bocll.I, Lavt O. 
Burkhardt, George A. 
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Mike Co. Promotions 
To Cpl. 
wegener, Leroy H. 

To L(Cpl. 
Norris, Martin E. 
Pilant, Dwight E. 
Russell, James p.. 
Bandy, Jimmy D. 
Birchett, Michael T. 
Breland, Rudolph V. Jr. 
Durham, Timothy W. 
Moore, David L. 
Muller, Steven J. 

To PFC. 
Mead, Thomas J. 

,Banghart, Richard J. 

India C:>~ Promotions 
To Cpl. 
Dorlarn F. Books 

To YCpl. 

Edwa~ds, Herbert L. 
Davis, Robert J. III 
ISIIIIIl:md, L. Harvey 
Gritrin~ Richard W. 
Santos, Carlos D. 
~, llIlUI',Y C. 
lucll:ens, James J. 
0' lara , Venson L. 

Perkins, larry 
Starrett, Dusty D. 
Situente$, 'et. ' S. 
Sharpless, John Jr. 

-I need tnree volunteers to 
participate in a happenine ••• • 



" W 0 IJL D YO L IKE," TO ' , 
A T TEN DAD A Y REU N ION 
WITH ALL YOUR BUDDIE S? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
PRESERVE THE MEMORY 
OF YOUR EXPER IE NeE S ? 

WITH IN 3/9· 
'J"OiN The 3rJ

jV\a,.iNe DivisioN AssociAtioN! 

WOUl D YOU LI KE TO 
PERPETUATE THE HISTORY 
AN D T RAD I T/ON S OF THE 
3~J MAR 1 NED I V lSI ON ? 

J"O,'N The,!rJ l'1a,...iNt ~jv:.6iQN AS;~C;8t;ON! 
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'//OULD YOU LIKE TO 
RECEfVE A MONJHLY NEWS 

LETTER ANDA3 MARINE 
DIVISION DECAL? 

;r 0 i NTh e 3"1'1 M Q,. i N e 1);" j .s ; 0 ,.., Ass 0 c. ; Ft t i () N ! 
WOUl D YOU LI KE TO 

CONTRIBUTE TO A 
SC~fOLARSI-1 P FUN D FOR 
DEPENDENTS OF MEMBERS 
OF TH E 3~cI MARl N E DIVISION 
KILLED IN VIETNAM? 

HOW? 
TH E COST IS w200. SEE 
YOUR PAY OFFICER 

---====-"I'm I!;etting ready for the 3rd Marine Division Reunion.-



Lima Papa Lima Papa, Kilo 2,_ This is L11ba,go. Ulo 00 request Wormation 
on 3rd Marine Division Association Drive. K1ilo this is Lima papa, sorry 
but that information is classified, suu;est that you retain a cOPJI of 
February's bushman's Review, thank you Lima, Kilo out. 


