





) MARINES OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY

-

India Co: Marine of the Month.

While on a search and clear
operation a few miles north of
Dong Ha, India company was sub«
. “Jected to sporadic sniper fire,

The lst, plt. was assigned to
envelope and assualt the sni-
per. As the lst, plt. neared
the vicinity of the snipers,
they suddenly, were brought -
‘under an intense volume of
small arms, automatic weapons
and mortar attack, and the lst.
platoon started sustaining cas-
ualties, Sgt. Powell, reacting
immediately, took charge of a.
fire team, constantly exposing
himself Sgt. Powell maneuvered
and advanced his team far forw
ward of his own lines within
35 meters of an enemy mortar
‘@ipe, Sgt. Powell and L/Cpl
Brown assualted the mortar
position throwing hand gernades
and opening up with amall arms
and automatic weapons fire as
they rushed forward, Sgt.
Powell and his team wiped out
the enemy 82mm mortar site,
killing 2 NVA and routing 4
others., 5Sgt. Powell and his
team continued to pursue the 4 -
NVA, when they were hit by
heavy small arms and automatic
weapons fire, mortally wounding
one Marine. Sgt., Powell and the
remainder of his team continued .
the amsualt, and then PFC Olson:
was seriously wounded. Sgt.
Powell withdlht regard for his
‘own life, having only one maga-
gine remaining, ran through a
~hail of enemy fire to an exposed
position in order to give more
accurate covering fire.forwa
corpsman, Upon reaching the ex-—
posed sight, fgt. Powell was
wounded by a gunshot wound to
the chest, but still conaionsy .
'he continued to deliver acciate: -
fire, silqnodng ons N¥A - automaﬁiu
weapon' posltiion, befbre being
fatally wounded, ,
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Sgt. Powell gave his life valorously
and in the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps. By his courageous
actions, the lives of many Marines
were saved, He was the determining
factor in the death of 4 NVA, Sgt.
Powell's family was awardéd the
Navy Cross,

Lima Marine of the Month

: CQrporal Pavid W, Mauldin joined
Lima's Lizards on 26 March 1968. HNe
arrived at Company "1L" a PFPC and has
since been promoted twice and is now a
Corporal squad leader. During Operation
Dewey Canyon, Corporal Mauldin's squad
was part of a larger force which moved to
the valley flook to get some much-needed
water, This water detail was fired on by
the enemy. As usual, Corporal Mauldin
was everywhere, shouting encouragement

to hie men and supervising the return
fire,. Ne then had his squad briug

the wounded to the landing zome and set
up a 360' defensive position around it
until the wounded were safely evacuated.

. Por this, and other similar actions,

Corporal Mauldin has been chosen as Lima's
Marine of the Month,

M3 Companies Marine of the Month

L/Cpl. Juan Ortiz, gunmer in the
81mm mortar platoon, has shown outstanding
leadeirship ability and courage., Therefore

~ he has been chosen as H&S companies
‘Marine of the Month.

During the recent operation Dewey
Canyon, Ortiz wap called to his gun
many times when our position was being
assualted or haressed. On the night of

" February 26th, during enemy 60mm mortar

incoming on our night defensive position,
L/CBk, Ortiz manned his gun and fired with

.accuracy at the enemy tube knocking it
-out with the first round. ¥He then con-
‘tinued to play havoc with the enemy

positions all the while keeping his gun

crew calm and efficient,

"Ortiz has shown time and time &zﬂln
that he can be depended on in a glutch
sjtiation. Congratulations to I/Cpl Ortiz
on a job well done,









WOULD YO LIKE TO
ATTEND A “F DAY REUNION
WITH ALL YOUR BUDDIE S?

Join The 3“’”8!“;1\!6 Division Associa Y ON |

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
PRESERVE THE MEMORY
OF YOUR EXPERIENCES ?










