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1. One month ago today we oompleted OPERATION mlEY CANYON. This was 
a bold operation into an NVA sanctue.:r:y heavi~ defended by anti-air::' 
craft weapons, far from our support base at 1i'andegri:f't, and undertaken 
during the ~lorst pa.rt 0,1: the monsoon. vie were the first U.S. troops 
ever to enter this area.. vie ~lere also the first troo:\&s ever to pursue 
the enemy into Laos. T,he fire support base we oonst~oted and defended 
at Cunningham, was the 'oiggost ever established by the 3d Marine Div­
i5io:1" We oaptured for the first time in this war Rus~lian-made 122m 
field guns ';ith a range of over 13 miles. 

2. This operation was originally plMned to last only :3 weeks. 10[e 
were delayed ma.ny times due to bad weather, onoe for a period of 9 
days. During these oold, wet periods of limited resupply and short 
r8,tiClns, your spirj.ts never failed and you continued to aggressively 
accomplish your mission des1Ji te the trials of weather end" a fane,tio 
onemy. 

3. Enemy losses during the operp,tion were sta.ggering. Over 500 tons 
of er,e:ny ordnanoe trensported (lm;n the Ho CJ:i,i ~lirJl Trail Ims seized 
befo:"e the ~nemy bad en opportunity to use it Q,gl',inst l'S, or e.gaillst 
.Quang' Tri, Hue or DDn8.ng. This was the largest arms Ol'.pture so far 
in this wlJ4'l In addition, the enemy lost over 1500 troops making this 
operation the largest and most imnortant undertaken by the regiment 
during the po,st YCI".J:. NVA Route 548 W/',s oocupied and out thus denying 
the e:l.Omy his main supply route into the AShau VHlley. His ro.dio and 
telG1Jhone commun:_oations ~lere tapped and exploHod to en extent that 
greaUy d£l,lllllged his ability to hit us. 

4. Our suooess on mlEY CANYON was not at small oost to us. our 
Battalion bad 48 men ~lho p~,id the supreme sacrifice. We ~lill al~rays 

honor their deeds and cherish their memory. Also, over 240 Marines 
and Corpsmen from 3d Battalion, 9th Hnrines, were wounded in action; 
some for the second or third time, "fe ~lish them a ~peedy reoovery. 

5~ Your outstanding results lmve not gone unnotioed. The Corps 
Oommander, Lieutenant General STILIPEIL, bas reoommended thG regiment 
for the Army President1&,l Unit Citation for this action. RGoently, 
Major General ,DAVIS reoeived, for the 3d Marine Division, the ViGt­
narnese Cross of Gallantry with Palm (a. unit oitation) tbat rovers the 
period of DEl'1EY CI,NYON. 

6. I wish to oommend eaoh member of the Battalion for his unselfish 
devotion to duty ~.nd his tUltiring efforts. Congratulations on a job 
\qell done, best wishGS for sucoess in the future! . 
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