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Toan Thang

"SAIGON (MACYV) — Follow-

- ing the wrap up of Operation

Quyet Thang (Resolve to Win)
April 7, Headquarters, Military
Assistancée Command Vietnam
announced April 8, the kick off
of another massive allied opera-
tion named Toan Thang.

The new operation involves

more than 90 U.S., Vietnamese .

and Free World Forces’ battal-
jons and includes all troops in
the ARVN III Corps area and

V'the II U.S. Field Force zone of
L/ Yietnam.

Operation Toan Thang is
nearly twice as large as Quyet
Thang, which had more than
50,000 U.S. and allied soldiers.
In that operation allied forces
killed 2,658 Communists in Sai-
gon and its five surrounding
provinces during 27 days of
fighting.

Toan Thang is a coordinated
campaign -involving the Repub-
lic of Vietnam’s Armed Forces,
U.S., Australian and Thailand
troops and is oriented to elimi-
nate the enemy forces through-
out the 11 provinces in the III
Corps tactical zone,

Units of the Free World
Forces taking part in the new
massive sweep are the U.S. 1st,
9th and 25th Infantry Divisions,
the 3rd Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division, the 199th Light Infan-
try Brigade and 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, the 1st Aus-
tralian Task Force and the
Royal Thai Army Volunteer
Regiment.

Vietnamese units taking part
are the 5th, 18th and 25th ARVN
Infantry Divisions, 5th Ranger
Group, ARVN Airborne and Ma-
rine Task Forces plus RF/PF
troops and the National Police
force.

Provinces involved in Opera-
tion Toan Thang are: Tay Ninh,
Binh Long, Phuoc Long, Long
Khanh, Binh Tuy, Phuoc Tuy,
Bien Hoa, Long An, Gia Dinh,
Hau Nghia and Binh Duong.

During the first few days, the
operation was characterized by
light and scattered actions. As
of April 15, after seven days of
fighting, Operation Toan Thang
units had killed 586 Commu-
nists and detained 270" suspects.
Allied losses were 85 killed and
430 wounded. : :

Money Limitations
Effective May Isi

Story by PFC Jack Burke
Art by Sp5 Darrel Hill
LONG BINH (USA) — The

$200 per month limitation on

personal currency transactions

involving military payment cer-

tificates (MPC) goes into effect

O}'{ednesday, May 1.
W/ Unfortunately there is still a

good deal of confusion on just
what this limitation will mean
to U.S. military personnel in
Vietnam.

First, why the limitation?
What good does it do?

It is a measure taken by the
Military Assistance Command
Vietnam (MACV) to control the
black market and hinder  cur-
rency manipulation.

-Does the limitation mean that
military personnel are limited

to spending $200 each month in

the PX, or in Vietnam?

There will be no limit fixed
to the amount of money that
may be spent in the PX or any-
where. else in Vietnam. For ex-
ample, there is nothing to pre-

~vent you from buying a $300
tape recorder.

What is the restriction on
then? -

The limitation concerns itself
with money orders, treasury
checks, and Traveler’'s checks
in excess of $200 each month.
The reason behind this is the
fact that the quickest way to
change MPC into U.S. dollars
is to buy a money order with

i MEC w_hich is }hcn redeemable

>

L] L]
in US. currency.
_T_he underlying reason for the
limitation is to prevent money
manipulation.

MPC in itself can only be
used. by authorized personnel
and can not legally be used on

the open market.
The $200 limitation will put a

ceiling on the amount of money

that can be sent cut of country
and exchanged in this manner.
Also, it will discourage the ex-

change of U.S. dollars for pias-:

ters and MPC. :

What if your family has an
emergency or your wife needs
money?

If this occasion arises, you

can obtain the permission of

your commanding officer to
send home an amount in excess
of $200 if needed. :
What about the restrictions on
buying items in the PX?
What this means is that start-

ing May 1, a computer record
will be kept of the large money-
(Continued on Back Page)
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ONE MORE RUN—AnR Air Force jet dives in for one last hombing run before combined Viet-
namese-U.S. troops assault an enemy-infested ireeline near Saigon. Elements of the 25th
ARVN Infantry Division and the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment's Third Squadron were
participating in Operation Quyet Thang (Resolve to Win), :
: (USA PHOTO By: First Lieutenant David L. Foriney}

Hoi Chanh Given Record Award

LONG BINH (II FF) —The
largest award ever received by
a Hoi Chanh has been paid to
Nguyen Van Lieu in a ceremony
at the Phuoc Tuy province Chieu
Hoi Center.

Mr. Lieu received 1,088,000
piasters ($9,222) for leading
U.S., Australian and Republic
of Vietnam soldiers to what is
believed to be the largest Viet
Cong weapons cache ever found
in Vietnam.

He turned himself into the
Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Center
last September, after. serving
seven years as a Viet Cong.
During his Hoi Chanh re-
habilitation training, he ad-
vised government authorities of
the two cache locations,

Weapons and supplies found in
the cache included more than
1,000 rifles, 60mm mortars, light
machine guns, grease guns,
bangalore torpedoes, large
amounts of ammunition, TNT
and other explosives, and more
than 1,000 kilos of rice.

Mr. Lieu is a native of Phuoc
Tuy province and lived there
until 1958 when he left for three
years of commercial art train-
ing in Saigon.

“When I returned to Phuoc
Tuy in 1960 the Viet Cong told
me they would kill me if I didn’t
join them,” he said. “They
promised me many things if I
would follow their cause.”

He said seven years later that
he still had received very little

from the Viet Cong except ex-
cuses and more promises.

“Even when I asked to be
with my pregnant wife for the
birth of our child, they refused
me,” he complained. “It was
then that I decided to leave the
VC and return to my wife and
family.” ;

When asked what he planned
to do with the award money, he
said: “Now I can finally buy
my wife and I a home in Vung
Tau. Then I want to buy a busi-
ness and establish a good future
for my family. This has been
my dream for many years.”

Mr. Lieu indicated that he
also planned to share a portion

of the money with his fellow .

Vietnamese who have experi-

enced suffering and losz in the
war.

“I plan to contribute 100,000
piasters w the Tet Aggression
Relief Project (TARP) in Phuoc
Tuy province and 100,000 to
TARP in Saigon,”” he announced
proudly.

Three other Hoi Chanhs also
received awards for leading

allied troops to other Viet Cong.

weapons caches. Nguyen Thanh
Binh received 110,000 piasters
($932); Huynh Phien Kiet ac-
cepted 25,200 piasters ($213);
and Nguyen Van Tam receive
18,500 piasters ($156). All the
men reside in Phuoc Tuy prov-
ince. -3

They too, contributed shares
of their awards to TARP.
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| | It's A Good Life

Every month thousands of Americans put on the
uniform of their respective services and devote a few
hours of their time to attending training and drill periods
of their reserve units. These are men of the Ready Re-
serve, available for call to active duty in any emergency
declared by the President or Congress.

The value of a strong Reserve was readily apparent
during the crises in Berlin, Cuba and, most recently,
"Vietnam. The show of force needed to help keep the
lid on world trouble spots such as these can be provided
only by a strong regular force, backed by a trained,
ready reserve force. :

Where actually called to active duty or not, the mere
existence of a strong, trained, available reserve force is
significant factor in our world military position.

Of course, everyone who entered the military service
before his 26th birthday has a statutory obligation to
serve a total of six years in the Armed Forces. This obliga-
tion may be met by six years of active service or by
serving varying periods of active service combined wizl
service in either the Ready Reserve, the Stand-by Re-
serve, or both.

Members of the Standby Reserve, although they
can be called to active duty only in the event of war or
national emergency declared by Congress, do not serve
on active duty or active duty for training under normal
conditions.

Ready Reservists receive pay for training and drill
periods and for active duty for training. Promotions are
made in the Reserve just as in the regular establishment.

While you're in the Reserve and advance in rank or
move to warrant or commissioned status, you have a
source of substantial and dependable income. Then when
you reach the age of 60, and have met the necessary re-
quirements, you become eligible for retirement benefits,
including pay. (AFPS)

Know Your Code

1st Code Of Conduct
. I am an American fighting man. I serve in the forces
which guard my country and our way of life. I am pre-
pared to give my life in their defense.
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Commission
Offered For
Leadership

WASHINGTON (USMC) —
Enlisted Marines whoe demon-
strate outstanding combat lead-
ership under fire, and staff non-

commissioned officers, includ-
ing Women Marines, who ex-
hibit exceptional leadership po-
tential are eligible for commis-
sions,

‘Regulars and Reserves can
be appointed. Staff Sergeant se-
lectees qualify for the ‘‘excep-

tional leadership potential”
commissions.
Selectees will be . commis-

sioned temporary second lieu-
tenants, USMC or USMCR. :

The commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps is convening a per-
manent screening board at
Headgquarters to consider
recommendations. Nominations
will be command-initiated.

Candidate requirements are:

U.S. citizenship.

PFC or above (combat leader-
ship) ' SSgt (SSgt selectee) or
above (leadership potential).

Twenty ‘years of age, or not
have reached 37th birthday by
end of fiscal year in which re-
commended.

GCT or AA of 110.

Requests for waivers will be
considered.

Reserve SNCO selectees would
serve on active duty for two
years.

Marine Corps Order 1421.7B
contains detailed information.

Bloéd Offered
By Red Cross

SAIGON (ARC) — U.S. serv-
icemen in Vietnam or any over-
seas station can obtain whole
blood through the American
Red Cross to meet blood re-
quirements for members of
their immediate families resid-
ing in the United States.

Blood for family members of
U.S. servicemen is furnished by
Red Cross regardless of whether
or not they reside in a commu-
nity covered by the American
Red Cross Blood Program. In
areas of the United States not
covered by the blood program,
the Red Cross will, upon re-
quest, replace the total amount
of blood used by the service-
man’s relative. However, the
Red Cross will replace only the
amount of blood used, even
though some commercial blood
banks require two or even three

units to replace one unit of
blood they provide for the
patient.

The American Red Cross does
not sell blood. Hospitals, how-
ever, may pass on a processing
charge to the patient as well
as a charge for handling and
administering the blood. These
charges vary widely, depending
on the hospital.

In the Pacific Command and
all other overseas areas where
the U.S. Forces are located,
whole blood is collected only by
the U.S. military.

Any member of the U.S.
Forces having questions about
the American Red Cross Blood
Program should contact his lo-
cal Red Cross field director.

HI THERE—Her name is Karne Huston, She is an actress with
20th Century-Fox, and is currently featured in the studios
picture the ‘“Boston Strangler”’, starring Tony Curtis and Henry
Fonda. We all agree it is a picture to see.

(Photo Courtesy of 20th Century-Fox]

SAIGON (MACYV) — This
headquarters has received
many letters in support of the
Free World effort in Vietnam
and Southeast Asia.

Occasionally the OBSERVER
will publish such letters of ap-
preciation for the forces fight-
ing to maintain freedom here.
The following is from a scroll
signed by 973 students and 66
faculty members of Fayetteville
Senior "High School, Fayette-
ville, North Carolina:

“We, the undersigned stu-
dents of Fayetteville Senior
High School, are very grateful
for what you are doing to in-
sure our freedom, Not all the
young people of the United
States burn draft cards, dodge
the draft or demonstrate
against the war in Vietnam.
Only a small minority behave

Letter Of Support
Backs Servicemen

in this manner, although they
obtain a great deal of publicity.
We feel that you should know
that we deeply appreciate what
you are doing for us.

“We consider it a privilege to
live in the United States and to
enjoy the democracy which it
provides, and we also know that
it is necessary to protect that
democracy whenever any situa-

tion theatens it. You, fighting -

men, are risking your lives so
that we can live in a free and
democratic society. All of us
thoroughly understand what you

are fighting for, the importance |

of your efforts, and also realize
that we are greatly indebted to
you.

“Please accept our most sin-
cere expression of gratitude.”
Signed: Students and Faculty.

Fayetteville Senior High School *

Time To Watch Out

While riding along roads that
might be mined, be alert for
sticks or other objects that look
as if they might have been put
there deliberately. The VC use
these sticks to line up a moving
vehicle so they’ll know when to
activate a time-detonated mine.

Hit The Ground
Too many men kneel or squat

when receiving or returning

Advice From The Field

sniper fire. Remember to hit the
ground, crawl when maneuver-
ing, and when you get into a

good position don’t delay in lay- ¢

ing down a good base of fire.

Trap Trash

Sometimes when the VC set
out punji stakes in a hurry, they

kick the trash to the side of the
path. Learn to look for bamboo

cuttings and scraps of wood by

the trail, and then walk- with
extra care. (AD)
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BIG GUN—The commander of the 2nd ARVN Division, Colo-
nel Nguyen Van Toan, tries out the new M-60 Machine gun
at the division’s Quang Ngai training center. The new guns
will add the needed fire power the division has been seeking.
(MACV PHOTO)

‘Cobra’ Gunships
Sink VC Cratft

CAN THO (USA) — Recently
a heavy fire team of the 235th

-This was one of the largest
caches of erew-served weapons

Armed Helicopter Company, fly-

ever to be found in the Delta.

.wards the markers. It was a

P TR 1

<« ily laden sampan on the first

ing the new attack Huey Cobras,
teamed up with the 221st Army
Reconnaissance Company and
dealt the Viet Cong near Rach
Gia a smashing blow.

Also included in the bounty
were numerous small arms,
ammunition, and Chinese “C”
rations . for a battalion size
mess. :

Former Viet Cong Elected
Chieu Hoi Hamlet Chiet

DA NANG (USMC) — Hgo
Dinh Chi used to be a Viet Cong
tax collector. Now, he is the
newly-elected chief of a hamlet
growing on the white sands of
Red Beach, north of Da Nang.

Residents of the hamlet find
nothing unusual about having a
former VC as their chief, be-
cause not so long ago, they were
also Viet Cong or VC sympathiz-

ers. Now they .are building a
new life as the fellowers of the
Republic of Vietnam govern-
ment in Hoa Khanh, a Chieu
Hoi (Open Arms) hamlet.
Since opening in December,
1967, the hamlet has become the
home of over 100 Chieu Hoi
families. Granted amnesty by
the government, they are com-
ing to the hamlet from all

Ranger's New Rifle

(III CTZ) — Two of the Viet
Cong’s greatest fears joined
forces this week in the III Corps
Tactical Zone in an alliance
which can only mean more
grief to the enemy.

The elite and highly respected
3rd ARVN Ranger Group were
issued the “black death”, the
VC slang for the M-16 rifle.
Each of the six battalions of the
group received enocugh weapons
to arm every combat ranger.
The unit received 3,492 M-16s.

ARVN Rangers can now more
effectively compete with the
Russian model AK-47 presently
in the hands of most of the
enemy units. Prior to receipt of
the new weapons, the scrappy
rangers were armed with car-
bines and were often outgunned,
but never outfought.

Maximum effective range of
the M-16 is 210 meters more
than the carbine. This added
range will enable the rangers to
engage the enemy with fire at
greater range thereby increas-
ing the effectiveness of their
famous final assault charge.

The greatest advantage, how-
ever, according to Major Johnny
M. Moses, is that the new weap-
on will give ARVN a sustained
rapid fire weapon. In fact, each

Increases VC Fear

combat ranger will have this
capability. In the past only

those armed with the BAR had

this capability.

The major summed it up with,
“giving these tough little fight-
ers the M-16 will greatly in-
crease their effectiveness.”

Phu Bai Renamed
Camp Hochmuth

PHU BAI (USMC) — The
Phu Bai military complex has
been designated as Camp Hoch-
muth in honor of the former
3rd Marine Division command-
er who died in a helicopter
crash last November,

Lieutenant General Victor H.
Krulak, commanding general,
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific,
presided at the commemorative
ceremony.

Major General Bruno A.
Hochmuth, who became the Di-
vision commanding general on
March 18, 1967, was killed in
the crash of a UH-1E Huey cop-
ter northwest of Hue along
Highway 1. Three crew mem-
bers, a Division staff officer and
a Vietnamese also died in the
accident when the helicopter re-
portedly exploded in mid-air,
breaking into two parts.

Flying support for elements of
the 21st ARVN Division, the
cobras were working the canal
system northwest of Rach Gia.
Suddenly one of the craft dipped
its nose and let loose a volley
of marker-rockets.
 Then, the cobras headed to-

large convoy of enemy sam-
pans, hidden along the shore
line of one of the main VC
infiltration routes. o

“They seemed to be loaded
with crates of all sizes,”” said
ene of the cobra pilots, “‘and we
knew if we didn't stop them,
they could play havoc with the
local outpost.” .

The three attack choppers
went in on a rocket and mini-
gun run and destroyed one heav-

pass. ;

They continued their attacks
as more of the camouflaged
boats were detected. By the end
of the day’s operation they had
sunk 30 of the Viet Cong resup-
ply vessels. One chopper crew
was credited with sinking 12 of
the sampans.

The following morning ele-
ments of thée ARVN division
were air lifted into the area and
found that some of the damaged
sampans had had their contents
removed and neafly stacked on
the canal bank. This enemy
cargo was captured by the
ARVN troops and air trans-
ported to the base camp at
Rach Gia for display.

Seized were six 5Tmm recoil-
less rifles, five 12.7mm anti-
aircraft weapons, five 82mm
and six 60mm mortar tubes.

h‘ L s

corners of Quang Nam prov-
inces. : :

With money given them by
the government and with the
aid of the Civil Affairs section

. of the nearby Force Logistic

Command (FLC) they are build-
ing - homes, finding jobs and
becoming responsible citizens.

The people represent a cross-
section of the Viet Cong military
and guerrilla infrastructure.
Some were VC hamlet chiefs
while others had lesser jobs.
One admits carrying a captured
M-14 rifle and taking part in
several fire fights against Ma-
rine patrols. ;

One of the biggest problems
faced by the returnees is finding
work. The impact of large num-
bers of ralliers on small farm-
ing communities makes it dif-
ficult. Some Hoi Chanhs have
been given jobs with Armed
Psyops Teams (APT) in an
effort to persuade the families
of known VC to cooperate with
the South Vietnamese govern-
ment. ;

While all cannot work with
Psyops units, many are given
jobs by the U.S. military.

“When there is a job opening
at Camp Books, I always give
the Hoi Chanh priority,” said
Captain P.R. Caldwell, FLC in-
dustrial relations officer. *“*Their
people have come to us on their
own and I feel they deserve

every opportunity to prove
themselves."
Recently, a nearby Seabee

unit built a medical aid station
for them. Navy Corpsmen con-
duct a clinic three times a week
for the Hoi Chanh. Two former
VC medics assist the corpsmen.

Since the Chieu Hoi program °

began in 1963 less than one
percent of the ralliers have
changed their minds. :
In the near future, with the
help of FLC civil affairs special-
ists, the hamlet is to get a
school in which to teach the 144

" school-age children.

MEDEVAC—Members of a helicopter support team rush a wounded Marine fo a medical evacuation

helicoph.ar.. :
(USMC PHOTO)
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~ 87th Engr.

Battalion

Trains Viet. Nurses

CAM RANH BAY (USA) —
The public health program here
is much improved since the 87th
Engineer Battalion’s surgeon be-
gan training local Vietnamese to
serve as nurses on the  unit
MEDCAP team. :

The surgeon is Captian Ron-
ald Roth. Previously, Doctor
Roth and his medics visited the
island villagers of Binh Ba and
Binh Jung on Cam Ranh Bay.
A Vietnamese Navy junkboat
would drop them on a beach
where they set up their treat-
ment area and medical supplies.

There was much crowding
and pushing among the curious
people, anxious for medical at-
tention. Large numbers of
healthy children and adults
would also congregate, hoping to
receive gifts and medicines.

In order to offset these diffi-

culties and be able to treat more
people, Doctor Roth decided to
integrate Vietnamese personnel
into the MEDCAP work.

Both male and female trainees
were soon taught basic nursing
techniques at the Battalion Aid
Station.

As a result of the new pro-
gram, Doctor Roth’s MEDCAP
team is better staffed to handle
what was formerly an overflow
patient load. Nearly 400 people

.can now be treated in a single
afternoon.

Presently, nearly 90-percent of
the people treated on the islands
are handled by locally trained
Vietnamese.

American medical personnel
treat only those patients which
represent diagnostic or treat-
ment problems to the Vietnam-
ese nurses. ]

Would You Believe
Beaucoup Returnees?

CHU LAI (USA) — Tt is not
unusual to see a lone Vietnam-
ese or even a small band of
people waving Chieu Hoi passes
in the field. But what do you
do with 79 persons waving them,
nearly all of whom are women
and children?

This was the problem that
faced a company commander
from the: Americal Division’s
196th Light Infantry Brigade on
a recent operation.

Captain John Connolly was
leading his unit on a clearing
operation when his attention
was drawn to ‘an old man and

two women with Chieu Hoi
passes.

“We stopped and my inter-
preter questioned them,” said
the captain. “They wanted to
be evacuated out of the Que
Son Valley, and there were
more like them."”

The old man led the company
to his friends. By the time they
were all assembled, there were
79 refugees. Helicopters were
called in to airlift both the re-
fugees and the company to a
refugee center.

Each refugee was given
enough food to last until they
were relocated.

| He Only Skins ‘Big Ones’ |

VUNG DAT AM (USA) — “I
only skin the big ones,” said
Sergeant First Class Don Nel-
son as he told of his unusual
taxidermic exploits, making for
some leisure moments in this
war. :

When not busy supervising
roadway construction in the
Highlands of Vietnam, the 4th
Engineer Battalion platoon ser-
geant fancies snake hunting.

As of last count, he has col-
lected 111 reptiles ranging from
big black pythons to grass

snakes a few inches long. He

skins the big--ones while dis-
missing the small ones. Wield-
ing an old carbine rifle with a
sawed-of butt, the engineer re-
sembles a pirate on the high
seas, :

His prized kills include a 15-
foot long python and a huge
king cobra, killed earlier this
{_ear and placed in his collec-
ion,

“Snake hunting is a lot of
fun,” stated the sergeant, *‘and
besides, it keeps me sharp with
my rifle.”

MEDICAL TREATMENT—The old and the young alike of Ky Hoa Island receive medical treat-
ment when Navy Lieutenant John A. Emery and his team of Navy corpsmen visit the island.
The MEDCAP team from the 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion at Chu Lai, visit the
island villages three times every week. The team travels from their home base to the island

via landing craft.

Missilemen’s MEDCAP

(USMC PHOTO)

Medics Treat Islanders

CHU LAI (USMC) — A Navy
doctor and his assistants have
won the friendship and respect
of the people of Ky Hoa Island
through their work with the is-
land’s sick,

Smiles appear on the island

when Navy Lieutenant John A..

Emery, of the 2nd Light Anti-
Aircraft Missile Battalion and
his crew of Navy Corpsmen
drive their truck down the ramp
of a landing craft and onto the
beach. The team travels from
their headquarters at the Chu
Lai Marine Air Base three times
weekly to visit the island’s six
hamlets.

On the beach they pick up
two boys, Kim and Tom, who
act as interpreters and guides.
They then move along the nar-
row roads to An Binh hamlet.
Smiles and waves greet them
as the truck travels across the

island and many of-the children
call out “hello” their one word
of English.

At An Binh the sick gathered
as Lieutenant Emery and his
men quickly set up their treat-
ment center. Because of past
experience, they know what
medicines and drugs to bring
for treating the majority of
cases on the spot. ;

The doctor’s time is spent ex-

~amining patients and advising

the corpsmen. Soap is distribut-
ed to cut down cases of skin
infection,

“The medicine we practice is
simple but effective,” he said.

After the ‘last patient was
treated the fruck is loaded and
house calls are made to wvisit
bed patients. Anyone in need of
surgery or special care is taken
along to the 1st Hospital Com-
pany at Chu Lai.

ROCKETS AWAY—An Air Forc

e F-100 Supersabre jet fires streams of rocl;eis towards an ene tion in S |
The 15-year-old fighter-bomber is carrying a big share of the close ai larasdloton; féle
i outh. The 31st Tactical Fighter Wing F-
of the Vietnam war. The 800 mile per hour aircraft can carry varie

i i
uth Vietnam.

r support and supply interdiction role against the
100 pilots recently registered their 30,000th combat sortie
d mixtures of conventional or nuclear bombs,

(USAF PHOTO)

When the house calls are fin-
ished the team returns to the
beach to wait for the ferry and

the trip back to Chu Lai. But

they know there are more peo-
ple to be treated, and in the
process more = friends to be
made on Ky Hoa Island. They
will return.

Infantry Co.
Barricades
Vital Plant

DI AN (USA) — Defense of
one of the most vital installa-
tions in the Saigon area, the
Thu Duc thermo-electric plant,
is the responsibility of Compa-
ny C, 1st Battalion, 18th Infan-
try.

Around- the plant, which sup-
plies most of the electrical pow-
er to Saigon, the 1st Infantry
Division unit has built a protec-
tive circle of bunker fortifica-
tions. The defenders know they
are protecting a- major Viet
Cong target.

As one U.S. advisor stated:
“This has to be a major target
because the plant is supplying
85 per cent of the electricity for
Saigon. Also, the water purifi-
cation plant in Thu Duc is de-
pendent upon the plant for its
power,” 3

Built by American engineers
for the Vietnamese as part of
the U.S. Foreign Aid Program,
the plant cost $6 million and
took two years to complete. It
was finished in December 1966
and has five U.S. advisors and

. 265 Vietnamese employees on

its staff.

The division’s troopers also
are responsible for the defense
of the USAID rice warehouses
which hold millions of pounds
of rice that is distributed
through the Revolutionary De-
velopment Program.

4 T
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LONG BINH (IFF) — High-
rises with magnificent views;
big “homes’” with sunken living
guarters; igloo-styled trench
homes — any or all of these
fine accommodations can be
yours here in Vietnam.

If you can’t stand being hit
by biting bits of shrapnel or a
spray of rounds from an enemy
machine gun, then we’re sure
that you’ll consider either build-
ing or inheriting one of these
fine homes pictured on -this
page.

But aside from all those ter-
rible thoughts and the protec-
tion these block houses can af-
ford you here is another advan-
tage or two that might persuade
you fo seek out one of these
shelters,

These abodes can provide you

0 R

For the suburbanite, it's this igloo-styled trench house offering

ome Is A Bunker

magnificent views of your sur-
rounding estate, or provide you

" with excellent accommodations

for you and your buddies. If you

-go in for two-story homes, we've

got the answer.

Most of these refuges come
sculpted of vinyl green sand-
bags filled with Vietnam's
choicest dirt and sand support-
ed by a frame of large timbers.

Many of the edifices have bay
windows providing uninterrupt-
ed vision, and give the resi-
dent a eclear shot of neighbor
“Charlie’” just in case he tries
rushing your front yard.

The penthouse on stilts pro-
vides the dweller with plenty of
dust-free fresh air. The bonus
in owning a high-rise is the ex-
tra exercise you get climbing
the ladder to the top.

If you don’t mind digging-in

Sunken Livingroom

. high-rise penthouse,

The Igloo-Trench

St 2

then investigate the possibilities
of the igloo-styled trench house.
You have less sandbags to fill
during construction but need a
sharp entrenching tool for the
basement portion of this hut.

Whether your ehoice is a
a sunken
igioo or a large five to eight-
man home, we are sure that all
types can be found in Vietnam.

If you can’t find any vacant
structures to inherit, then rest
assured that Uncle Sam will
give you a government loan to
start your own place. The loan,
of course, will be hundreds of
sandbags, timber and plenty of
sand and dirt.

USA _Photos
By
Sp5 Jerry Cleveland

protection during storms of indirect fire if you don’

e

‘Big House'

o s

‘Penthouse Manor’

i

s

t mind stooping when entering.

Want a large “home!"? Try this massive two-story dwel!ing.

I-éuiu'ring a sundhug-g}een .exterior, this epartment has sunken living area and sleeps five. Keeping you high and dry is the purpose of this “‘penthouse.




Red 'Cross volunteers in a refugee center pass out servings of rice to Saigon homeless,

i

Of Hue's 145,000 residents, 60,000 of them—Iike the f

amily shan here crossing the Perfume

SAIGON (VFS) — Eight out
of every 100 South Vietnamese
are refugees from war’s terror
and devastation. Nearly 1,330,-
000 men, women and children,
mostly the old and the young,
are living with friends and rela-
tives or remain in crowded re-
fugee camps and temporary
shelters.. They come from
Quang Tri at the 17th parallel
to Ca Mau below the 10th par-
allel. Never has the burden of
caring for the displaced of the
nation weighed so heavily on the
Saigon government.

At the beginning of 1968 the
solution of its long-standing re-
fugee problem seemed in sight
for the Republic of Vietnam.
Some 794,000 refugees remained
uprooted, but resettlement pro-
jects were underway in a nums-
ber of provinces to give many
of them permanent homes. And
for the first time since the tem-
po of war speeded up in mid-
1965, the rate at which refugees
were being returned to their
homes or were being resettled
in new homes was considerably
higher than the rate at which
new refugees were being gen-
erated by battles.

Then came . the communists®
wide-ranging Tet offensive.
Striking at 102 cities and towns
during the Lunar New Year
holidays, the Viet Cong and the
North Vietnamese Army left
misery in their wake. Nearly

lar's Deva

River—became refugees during the 25-day battle.

their homes. As the

returns to normail,
] resume employment

20,000 civilians were killed,
wounded or kidnapped in th
first wave of the attack, mor

than 101,000 houses were razedifhe shelters. As super-

and 656,000 persons fled to joi
the ranks of the nation’s restpe chiselers will be
fugees. ut. But a hard-core
About 120,000 were able to red refugees will remain,
turn to their homes within five@s many as 250,000 —
weeks as the government reesi no homes to 80 to,
tablished military control ofthem have been F“‘Wlu
their areas. But the numbers r~+5.000 to 10,000 piasters
maining unsettled — 102,400 & (US $42.40 to $84.80)
Saigon’s 67 refugee centerpse-ial Welfare ministry,
alone, were great enough tohieets of aluminum roof-
pose an almost insoluble prohial and 10 bagsz of ce-
lem for the government. stocks %mlfﬂitfid.b)’
Across the nation, hundre g:)g?::gt) 01;;;;{1] gﬁgsaé
of thousands had their home malierials'they Thar
razed in the flghting or at th 1 rebuild ’thei].' homes
hands of arsonists. Other thou o the old acsisted
sands fled to refugee shelters, beshBars and o
not because their homes 'were?s al‘g A ailablere Boy
destroyed, but because their oldiers, Revolutionary
neighborhoods were battlefieldsyo, ¢ toams. efc. Re-
and their houses too dangerousy . .0ind the nation
to live in. Others stayed in r ch rebuilding already
fugee centers because their johs, Bit' & ‘nomber. of
had disappeared with the offen: .refugees will not go
sive, and they had nothing m&‘their old sites: many
eaf. Some undoubtedly Wertyjire anew somewhere
chiselers, job-holders living in
refugee ccéntehrs so1 they could
partake of the relief supplies
and food handed out by the Min bry & Photos
istry of Social Welfare and Ret By
fugee Affairs and by charitable § ;.
groups. ; s_Vletnum

As  security conditions = imyfyre Service
prove, many refugees will req

* the refugee program

ients clean up their lots prior to rebuilding their homes, Schools were turned into emergency shelter¥ to care for th

e victims of the Communist's Tet offensive.
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. Beside these normal duties, the Aussie

nurses alse clean wards and change bedding.

Team Answers Call

LONG BINH (II FF) — Viet-
nam has many problems, l_)ut
one of the most serious facing
the 17 million South Vietnamese
is the shortage of professional-
ly trained doctors.

In a nation where acupunc-
ture, “‘bleeding,” and herb re-
medies are still commonplace
“cures,” the presence of the
three Australian surgical teams
at Vung Tau, Long Xuyen and
Bien Hoa is life-saving.

A surgical specialist inspects t

Probably the busiest of the
teams is the one at Bien Hoa,
headed by Dr. Tom Sale. The
17member team, all from
Queensland in Australia, are
volunteers, most for a year-long
tour. Five specialists rotate
every three months because,
says Dr. Sale, ‘“They can’t af-
ford to be away from their pri-
vate practices for a longer pe-
riod of time.”

The group at the Bien Hoa

he,head X-Ray of a.Viet boy.

Hospital arrived in October.
They run the surgical, pediat-
rics and orthopedic wards as
well as the operating reoms on
a 24-hour basis. They also visit
the nearby Bien Hoa Mental
Hospital twice a month and‘ fly
to the Ben San Leprosaurium
(25 miles north of Saigon) twice
a month.

Conducting more than 500 ep-
erations a month, the team’s
records show only three deaths
in nearly 1,600 operations.

One reason for the abnormal-
ly low mortality rate is their
reinstitution of a World War I
and II technique for treating
battle wounds. Called ‘‘delayed
primary suture,” the technique
requires leaving a wound open
for two or three days and treat-
ing the infection before closing
1

Another reason, suggests Dr.
Sale, is the fact that all ef his
team are ‘‘first rate chaps —
experts.”

Pointing to one of his nurses

Story & Photos
; By
Il Field Force

B e

who had just assisted in an op-
erafion and who was now clean-
ing the post-recovery wa_rd
floor, Dr. Sale commented with
classic Australian understate-
ment: “We just get on with the
jOb."

Although they conduct some
on-the-job training for the Viet-
namese nurses, the feam’s role
is not one of advisors. ‘“We're
here to answer an acute need,

to put out a fire,” said Physi- -

cian Barry Smithurst, one of
the specialists who left in Jan-
uary after completing his three

e i s

Australian bedside manners are displayed by nurse Hagen.

month tour. “The job of creat-
ing a professional medical
corps in Vietnam is beyond our
capability, but it is a job which
must be done soon,” Dr, Smith-
urst said.

The Australians are reluctant
to admit to sentimentalism
when discussing their motives
for volunteering for the assign-
ment. They give a variety of
reasons but their main one
quickly becomes apparent:
They're professionals and had
heard there was a desperate
need for their skills in Vietnam.
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U.S. Artillery Supports Ranger Gp.

"PHU LOI (USA) — A forward
tactical operations center (TOC)
was set' up near Binh Chanh,
about seven miles southwest of
Saigon. The center was like a
gridiron eleven in close-T for-

mation — except that it was

composed of soldiers, not play-
ers, from different leagues and
countries.

The men of the TOC, in a
two-day allied operation, coor-
dinated closely to harmonize
Vietnamese air strikes, Ameri-
‘can artillery fire and Vietnam-
ese Ranger ground sweeps.

Sometimes the communica-
tions was so intense in this bunk-
er that housed the operation’s
brain center that a bystander
would wonder what would come
of a scene with a half-a-dozen
radios cufting in and out and
huddling men. But the allies
fought with precision and this
was only half of their war team,

From this communications
network, at the end of one sound
wave, was First Lieutenant
Thomas B. Leonard and Spe-
cialist 4 Robert G. Rados, a two
man liaison team from the 2nd
Battalion, 13th Artillery, and
were in the rice paddies near
Saigon adjusting artillery fire

for the 35th Ranger Battalion
of the 5th Ranger Group.

The artillery observers made
contact with a Viet Cong force
which was dug deep into bunk-
ers and funnels. For 30 minutes
both artillerymen and rangers
were knee-deep in mud and
pinned down by a hail of Com-
munist gunfire.

Five Viethamese Air Force
strikes preceded 75 rounds of
105mm high explosives to crush
the entrenched Communists, The
howitzers of Battery C, 2nd Bat-
talion, 13th Artillery ‘‘splashed’”
the explosives on the enemy's
position from a fire support
base at Phu The Race Track
near the heart of Saigon.

Before dark the 35th swept
the objective and counted 21
enemy bodies and found 15
bunkers destroyed. The rangers
also captured one light ma-
chine gun, two AK-47's, 10 B-40

rocket rounds and 30 grenades. '

Friendly casualtiés were light.

During the night and the sec-
ond day of the operation con-
tact increased and the artillery
was called on more often. About
8 p.m. the Reconnaissance Com-
pany of the 5th Rangers spotted
an estimated VC company mov-
ing into a complex of more than

Chaplain Stays On
For Needy Cause

DA NANG (USMC) — A Navy
chaplain here has extended his
tour in Vietnam to continue his

, - work with needy war refugees.

Lieutenant Commander A.C.
Volz, a priest for 25 years and
a chaplain for 16, has extended
his tour to further his work with
the Phouc Thanh Orphanage
and the Hoa Khanh Children’s
Hospital. Both are near the Ma-

fAF_’_Paper’ Sgt
Aids Students

PHAN RANG (USAF) — Air
Force Civic Action monitor Staff
Sergeant David W, Kinney re-
cently headed a project of dis-
tributing 1,100,000 sheets of pa-
per to 23 elementary schools in
eight towns and hamlets near
Phan Rang air base,

Most of the 2,200 reams of
paper will be used as drawing
paper by approximately 6,000
students. Teachers will use the
rest for student examinations.

He said the paper, which ex-
ceeded base needs, was dis-
tributed on the basis of one ream
for every six students.

The civic action worker, with
Pwo assistants, spent two morn-
ings delivering the paper in a
truck, and covered a distance
of 50 miles. Sergeant Kenney
said the school officials were
“very, very grateful.”

rine Force Logistic Command’s
Camp Books headquarters, north
of Da Nang. -

Though deeply interested in
helping the refugees, Chaplain
Volz was unable to devote much
time to them when he first ar-
rived. Y

“‘During the early months of
my tour I was serving 17 units in
addition to the Fleet Logistic
Command. Most of them were
1st Marine Division uniis who
were short of chaplains,” Com-
mander Volz explained,

When his workload became
somewhat lighter, he
working with the churches and
religious organizations in Hoa
Khanh village. 3

Most of the aid consists of
clothing and personal items
donated by families and or-
ganizations in the United States.

“Right now,” Father. Volz con-
tinued, “I am _corresponding
with 26 groups and dozens of in-
dividuals who have sent more
than 500 boxes of needed ariicles
to the refugees in the past
year.”

He said most of the donors
learn of the hospital and or-
phanage through letters from
Marines at Camp Books.

Chaplain Volz answers each
gift with a letter of thanks with
the idea that once people know
their gifts are being used wise-
ly, “they are more willing to
give.”

Dragonship

PHU CAT (USAF) — An Air
Force AC-17 Dragonship crew
based at Phu Cat air base, was:
credited with 36 enemy killed
recently in defense of Tuy Pha
near here,

The Dragonship was scram-
bled in defense of the village
w}!ere enemy mortar fire was

€ing received from two sides
of the town.

. Arriving over the target, the

Spooky” dropped flares and
b_egan firing on the enemy posi-
tion north of the village. All
enemy fire ceased immediately
and the FAC (forward air con-
troller) reported the enemy

Spits Death

withdrawing into a cluster of
trees, The FAC then gave the
new coordinates.

Once again the Dragonship
crew poured thousands of
rounds of mini-gun fire into the
enemy position. After several
passes, the aircraft was
diverted by the FAC to a road-
way, apparently being used as
an escape route by the Viet
Cong, and the Dragonship fired
at the enemy’s escape route.

Confirmation of the enemy
killed in action (KIA) was re-
ceived the same day by the
ground forward air controller
located in the area.

began |

100 bunkers.

“We called in artillery and
got them just like that!” said
Sergeant First Class Manuel S.
Valadez, U.S. advisor to the
recon company, with a snap of
the fingers. “The next morning
we saw a lot of blood trails on
the way in and made contact
with the enemy right away. We
moved back and saturated the
area with artillery , . . it was
perfect!”

The sergeant, a stern-faced.

pro in conflict with three wars
and several skirmishes under
his belt, told how this type op-
eration jelled. :
*“The artillery put fire in and

PHU THO FIREMEN—Another 105mm round on its way towards the enemy.

moved it where we wanted it.
If we didn’t have the artillery
we would have lost many men
. . . those guns saved our day.
Those men (rangers) are hard
and energetic, each man a de-
termined dedicated fighter.”

From the second day’s con-

tact made by the recon com--

pany and the 30th Ranger Bat-
talion, the allies accounted for
23 dead VC, six prisoners, 14
individual weapons, two B-40

rocket launchers with 16 rounds
and enemy documents,

Artillery fire killed five of the
enemy while Vietnamese river
patl_'ol boats ki_lled two of the

Viet Cong. Friendly casualties
were light.

The effect of U.S. artillery in
direct support of the 5th Ranger
Group is difficult to measure
by enemy body count or the
number of allied lives saved,
vet the artillery did both.

From January 31st through
the middle of March, 5th Rang-
ers inflicted a heavy toll on the
Communist which includes: 788
enemy killed while they have
captured 17 VC and taken 450
suspects, 52 crew served weap-
ons, 500 pounds of TNT, 300 gre-
nades and numerous enemy
documents. During this time
ranger casualties were light.

(USA PHOTO)

A Ticklish Situation

Marines Engage M

DA NANG (USMC) — ‘“We
were definitely in the middle of
a mine field,” said Lance Cor-
poral Steven D. Harding, ‘“The
enemy had planted booby traps
everywhere.”

Corporal Harding, an Air-Na-
val Gunfire (Anglico) commu-
nicator assigned to the 2nd Re-
public of Korea (ROK) Marine
Brigade, related the incident
which occurred on a recent
combat sweep, northwest of Hoi
An.

Troopers of the Korean Ma-
rines’ 2nd Company, 1st Battal-
ion were escorting four amtracs
of the 3rd Amphibian Tractor
Battalion alongside a rural road

to a .new position.

The ROK Marines spotted a
North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
flag flying in the middle of the
road. Suspecting road mines, the
Korean force elected to travel
off the road surface and in
the fields,

The Leathernecks had moved
for a short while without trouble
when one of the amtracs hit a
concealed mine while fording a
stream. Although the amphibi-
ous vehicle was disabled, there
were no casualties from the ex-
plosion,

“Several ran up to see if any-
one was hurt,” confinued the

corporal, “and someone else’

inefield
tripped another booby trap.”

In the resulting explosion, six
people were hit including Cor-
poral Harding. Everyone froze
in their tracks except for the
corpsman who treated the casu-
alties, g

Three more traps were discov-

ered by the Leathernecks as
they started clearing the area.
The Korean Marines uncovered

another eight enemy explosive
devices as they searched

through - the brush. Engineers &

were called up to blow the ene-
my mines in place,

Te rari, W
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WHAT A WILOW—Beautiful and seductive Raquel Welch uses all her charm, (37-22%-

35%) in leading a young man astray while starring in the 20th Century-Fox production of
“Bandolero”. The 5" 6", 118 pound, brown eyed beauty plays a young Mexican widow who
is kidnapped by outlaws after they murder her husband. She co-stars with James Stewart
(PHOTO COURTESY 20th Century-Fox)

and Dean Martin.

Aviators Compile

1350 Missions

PHAN RANG (USAF)—Three
Air Force pilots in the 352nd
Tactical Fighter Squadron who
put together a total of 1,350
combat missions, ‘recently com-
pleted 18-month tours in Viet-
nam.

Captains Michael E. Sexton,

David A. Dreifuss and Gary L.

Dana, spent six months each as
forward air controllers and the
rest of their time in Vietnam
as F-100 Supersabre pilots at

_ Phan Rang air base. Each left

Vietnam with 450 combat - mis-
sions to his credit.

The three men came to Viet-
nam as lieutenants in August
1966, after
gunnery training together at
Luke Air Force Base, Ariz.
They volunteered to become
forward air controllers (FACs),
adding six months to their com-
bat tours.

Although the three pilots fin-

completing F-100 .

v

ished up their tours in the F-100,
they all agreed that their ex-
perience as FACs helped them
lead combat missions more ef-
fectively. They passed their
knowledge to other fighter
pilots.

Captains Sexton, Dreifuss and
Dana took part in major opera-
tions such as Attleboro, Junc-
tion City and Paul Revere IV,
and carried out air strikes in
battles at Loc Ninh, Dak To,
Bu Dop and Khe Sanh.

They were frequently cited
for their outstanding work as
both forward air controllers and
Supersabre pilots.

The three combat veterans
have been reassigned to Luke
Air Force Base, where they will
be instructor pilots in the F-5
Freedom Fighter program. It
is the sixth consecutive shared
assignment for the three offi-
cers.

Six Alpha Project

- CAMP ENARI (USA)—“With
the unquestionable success of
our Six Alpha Project,” re-
marked Major Richard Mow,
4th Infantry Division’s civil af-
fairs officer, “we are going
ahead and starting a new con-
solidated village.”

Now named Plei Chi Teh, the
project has involved the mov-
ing of several Highlander (Mon-
tagnard) villages into one easi-
ly defended community.

The villagers have built bunk-
ers, a strong barbed wire per-
imeter and are now actively en-
gaged in learning the funda-
mentals of village defense. The
highlands community soon will
be manned by a trained force
of accomplished townsmen as-
sisted by ' U.S.-advised liaison
personnel.

“We have been surprised by
the highlanders’ - eagerness to
accept our suggestions,” eon-
tinued the major, “‘and under
the supervision of the brigades
reaction force, they have creat-
ed a fortified hamlet, or as I
call them a ‘super village!’”

On paper, moving a village
simply requires a blue printed
change of location but the actual
job requires a lot of back-break-

M-16 Makes
Wicked Club

- LZ ENGLISH (USA) — Spe-
cialist 4 Charles Lewis does not
claim to be an Arnold Palmer,
but there are two Viet Cong
who will testify that he swings
a mean club.

The specialist, a 4th Infantry
Division soldier, was searching
a tunnel when his platoon began
taking heavy sniper fire. He
emptied his M-16 at the snipers,
then leaped into a ditch.

" Unfortunately, the ditch was
already occupied. Specialist
Lewis landed right on top of two
unsuspecting Viet Cong.

He clubbed both of them un-
conscious with his M-16 rifle be-
fore the two VC could react.

His heroics did not pass un-
noticed by the men of his unit,
Bravo Company. He is now
called *“Slammin’ Sammy”
pretty fair swinger, golfer Sam
Lewis in deference to another
Snead.

Farmer Leads Infantry

Soldiers Collect Weapons

CHU LAI (USA)—A Vietnam-
ese farmer led an element of
the Americal Division’s 196th
Light Infantry Brigade to what
he thought was five hidden
enemy weapons, but instead it
was a cache of 54 weapons.

‘‘We had just set up our night
defense when one of my men
spotted a farmer with his water
buffalo,” said First Lieutenant
Douglas J. Greenlaw, a com-
pany commander.

The lieutenant said he
stopped to talk to the farmer.
He told the officer he wanted to
move his wife and three chil-
dren out of the area, but could
not afford such a move.

“He said he knew where the
Viet Cong had hidden five
weapons and he would lead us
to them,” Lieutenant Greenlaw

explained, “but the farmer
wanted assurances for the safe-
ty of his family (against Viet
Cong retaliation).”

Early the next morning, the
farmer took the soldiers to a
clump of rocks on the side of
a nearby hill close to Hon Tau
Mountain northwest of Tam Ky.

Under the rocks, they found a
natural - five-foot high cave
which was heavily camou-
flaged.

A thorough search revealed
53 Russian K-44 rifles and a
light machine gun, all of which
were in cosmoline and had
never been ‘fired.

Air Force Pilot Gets Army ‘Lift’

CAN THO (USA) — A downed
F-100 pilot was plucked from an
enemy stronghold near here re-
cently by a gunship from the
13th Combat Aviation Battalion.

The jet pilot was shot down
by ground fire while on a bomb-
ing mission against Viet Cong
mortar and recoilless rifle posi-
tions near Can Tho airfield. He

ejected from the burning fight-
er only to land near enemy po-
sitions.

His parachute was spotted
from the sky by Warrant Offi-
cer Steven E. Nixon and his
gunship crew.

“When we found him, he
seemed mighty glad to see us,”
Warrant Officer Nixon recalled.

Moves Highlanders

ing work and plenty of sweat,
according to the civil affairs of-
ficer. ;

Staff Sergeant Glen Alld-
redge, a civil affairs NCO with
the division’s 1st Battalion, 22nd
Infantry, supervised the move.
He spent his days relocating the
houses as they arrived on Mon-
tagnard ‘“‘campers” (a 2}a2 ton
truck complete with roof and
all of a family’s household
goods).

“It’s a job that takes a lot
of work,” remarked the ser-
geant, “but as the new village
takes shape, one can actually
see his daily achievements.”

Though the village is new-
born, already the Highlanders
are looking forward to the day
when they will be able to de-
fend their community against
the Viet Cong who have so
doggedly plagued them in the
past.

Firm Fixes
Vital Bridge

DA NANG (USN) — Behind
the protective shield of First
Marine Division heavy tanks,
civilian workers of the RMK-
BRJ construction combine la-
bor in the midst of war to re-
pair the vital Cau Do bridge.

The 300-foot structure was
heavily damaged in VC attacks
and is a main supply artery
linking Chu Lai and Da Nang.

Fallen sections were lifted
from the river bed and barged
to another area for repair, then
floated back to the bridge site
for reinstallation.

Since the bridge site lies di-
rectly in the path between im-
portant U.S. military installa-
tions and a favorite Viet Cong
mortar and rocket firing point,
work often goes on with artil-
lery whistling overhead.

Sniper fire also can be heard
ricochetting off bridge metal,

and Marine guards frequently

engage in fire fights with VC
patrols who advance within
sight of the bridge.

But despite the danger, weld-
ers, riggers and construction
equipment operators are movs
ing ahead with the job of re-
pairing the span. Meanwhile,

traffic is routed over a tem-.

porary pontoon bridge.
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|_ American Forces Vietnam |
Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week of April 24-30, 1968)

(Saigon Area)

April 24
News ' Headlines
Lost In Spoce
Mews-Sports-Weather
Hey  Susie

Insight

Information Feature
Addams Family.
Carol Burneft
Sports

Halftime Headlines
New Headlines

2300

Thursday

1830 Mews Headlines
Voyage To The
Bottom Of The Sea
Mews-Sports-Weather
Hey Susie

Insight

Wednesday
1830

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200

April 25

1930
2000

2005 Information Feature
2030 Dick Van Dyke
2100 Kraft Music Hall
2200 Perry Mason
2300 Updafe News
2305‘ Jerry Lewis
Friday April 26
1830 Mews Headlines
wild Wild West
1930 News-Sports-Weather
~ Hey Susie
insight
Information Feature
Bewitched
The Lucy Show
Big Picture
Star Trek
2330 Update News
2305 Joey Bishop

Saturday

1230 News Headlines

The Quiet Revolution
Andy Williams Golf
1500 Sports

Quest For Certainty
Roy Acuff

Everett Dirksen's Washington
Hey Susie

Twiggy In Hollywood

April 27

41 1530

i §

Seventh Fleet

My Favorite Martian
Jackie Gleason
Gunsmoke

2300 Update News

| 2305 Feature Movie

Sunday
1230~ News Headlines
The Christophers
Sacred Heart
Prince Of Peoce
- Sporis
Feature Movie
Pat Boone Special
Johnny Midnight
Flying Fisherman
Donny Thomas Hour
News-Sports-Business
. Hey Susie
Window On Vietnam
The Etfernal Hope
Ed Sullivan
Bonanza
Update News
2305 Dean Mortin
830

Monday

1 News Headlines
Daniel Boone
News-Sports-Weather
Hey Susie
Insight

In Town Tonight
My Three Sons
Hollywood Palace
Mission Impossible
Update News
2305 Tonight Show
Tuesday

1830 News Headlines
Big Valley
News-Sports-Weather
Hey Susie
Insight

Biography

Green Acres

Red Skelon

2200 Combat

Updote News
Feature Movie

2030
2100
2200

April 29

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300

April 30

““Up Country”

AM T A"HAWK OR
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(AFPS Feature)

1. Who are the seven pro golf-
ers who have banked $100,000
Or more in official winnings
last year?

2. What four teams are in the
NFL's Central Division?

3. Who devised the baseball
diamond?

4. What pro foothall player
holds the NCAA major college
record for most field goals

kicked in a season?
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Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker
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WHERES BEETLEZ!

ARE THESE

THAT'S FUNNY - HE
WAS WEARING THEM
A SECONP ABO!

) King Fratures Syadioatn, lur. D900 Wicll sighs pasarvad. |

D Kisg Foarwres Spadisare, boa, 1060 Waild tlghta possrvod.

Peanuts

(OHY, THANK U, LUCY, THANK 400
VERY MUCH..T APPRECIATE THAT
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, 40U 6ET
OPPOSITE OF WHAT 40U PRAY FOR|
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I DONT HAVE TO...I'M
JUST 60IN6 TO PUT THE

BOOK UNDER MY PILLOW..

A

'SICK [N BED ALL WINTER..HIS
Sps HES y
RIGHT, BUT TO 6ET OUT IN THE SIN,,

(AS THAT KID WHO's

GONG T0 BE ALL
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Air Crews Play Big Roll

NHA TRANG (USAF) — Dur-
ing January and February near-
1y 2,000 of the enemy have come
over to the side of the South
Vietnamese Government. There
is much evidence, that psycho-
logical warfare played an im-
portant role in their decision.
For example, recently a Viet
Cong defector was asked why he
turned himself in. His reply
was, “The little airplane in the
sky told me to.”

The . psywar messages, both

printed and recorded, encourage
Viet Cong to return fo support
the government.
Headquartered at Nha Trang
air base, air crews from the 5th

and 9th Air Commando Squad-
rons (ACS) fly from every ma-
jor air base in the Republic and
drop millions of: leéaflets” and
broadcast tape recorded mes-
sages daily. L

. The ‘two squadrons. have di-
vided South Vietham in half in
order fo cover the ‘eountry more
effectively. The 5th "ACS oper-
ates from the Mekong Delta to
south of Phan Thiet, while the
9th ACS flies from Phan Thiet

to the demilitarized zone

(DMZ).

Captain Michael S. Cox, a
courier pilot with the 5th ACS,
spent - several months in the

Mekong Delta before coming to.

Nha Trang. He explained, *“We
usually fly two or three times a
day over a target area and
saturate it with leaflets and then
broadcast a psywar message
over the same area.

“It’s when we broadcast that
we attract ground fire,” he
continued. ‘“Most of it is from
small arms.”

Captain Cox feels that when
he broadeasts, it really hurts the
enemy.

“When we play messages we
can sometimes see them mak-
ing noises such as banging pots
and singing to drown out the
broadcast. This ‘is especially
true in some of the villages.

“It’s a different. story with
leaflets, though. Sometimes as
soon as they hit the ground they
are gathered and burned. This
is especially true where groups
of people are gathered. The
individual -is afraid to read the
leaflet because he might be
turned in to the local Viet Cong
unit,” said the captain. 4

The pilot said one method of
preventing
leaflets is to drop them along
canal and road lines where an
individual walking alone can
pick one up and read it in
private.

Both the 5th and 9th Air Com-

destruction of the

Psywar

mando Squadrons fly the World
War II vintage C-47 Skytrain in
conducting psywar operations.
Other aircraft in use are the 0-
2B Super Skymaster and the U-
10 Courier. '

The C-47, however,
mostly for dropping leaflets be-
cause of its capacity to carry
more cargo than its smaller
counterparts.

As many as 20 boxes of leafs
lets are carried in the C-47,
each weighing more than 350
pounds. S :

fire eight-inch guns are indeed awesome,
Dragon Gun Fire missions. The Newport News arrived on statio
fired her guns in anger. She will soon be joined in her role of fire

THE BUSINESS END—The biggest, and fastest, guns operating in the Gulf of Tonkin belong t
they have a range of more than eight miles. Her g
n in mid-October of last year,
support by the newly recommissioned battlesh

z i?’f‘“ﬂ-
o the heavy

U.S. cruiser Newport News (CA-148). Her rapid
uns pound North Vietnamese targets daily in support of Sea

2 3

‘and this is the first time in 19-years of service that she has

ip the USS New Jersey. -
(USN PHOTO By: JO1 Willard B. Bass, Jr.l_

Money Limitations Explained...

(Continued From Page 1)
value purchases that you make
at the PX. This will include
items such as cameras, televi-
sion sets, refrigerators, fans,
automobiles and airline tickets.

The underlying reason for the

limitation is to prevent money
manipulation,

These are generally the sort
of items that find their way to

the black market. There will be
no added restrictions on buying
such items, but a careful record
will be kept of the number of
such purchases on a computer
card,

Are there any excéptions to
the $200 limitation?

Certainly. When your tour of
duty in- Vietnam is ended, or
when you go on leave or R&R
you are allowed to convert as
much cash as you have, regard-

‘less of amount, provided you

can satisfy your commander
that it represents military pay-
ment certificates legitimately
acquired by you.

If your pay is going into a
checking account, the checks
that you write will not come un-
der the limitation. You will re-
ceive a savings account rate of
five per cent interest but you
also can write checks on you
account, which are payable in
U.S. dollars outside of Vietnam,
or MPC in Vietnam.

The best way to avoid being
placed in a position where you
will have too much MPC to con-
vert into U.S. dollars is to re-
duce the amount of across the
board - pay you receive to an
amount within the $200 limit.
This may be done in several
ways. T ;

You can arrange to have
portion of your pay transferred
into U.S. Savings Deposits,
which will reduce the amount

of pay you actually receive on
L] L L]

Sec. Brown Lauds Airpower

WASHINGTON (CD) — Sec-
retary of the Air Force Harold
Brown has credited airpower
with a large role in the con-
tinued defeat of aggression in
South Vietnam.

*Mr, Brown told a meeting of
the Michigan Aeronautics and
Space Association in Detroit,
that “largely as ‘& result of

the mobility and firepower of
our aircraft, the enemy has
never been able to claim a major
victory” since U.S. troops were
committed to Vietnam.

“We are defeating a guerrilla
war aggression with a ratio of
forces less than half that usually
required,” he add

- L] L]

pay day and earn 10 per cent
interest. Another way is to con-
vert some of your pay into U.S.
Savings Bonds. L

Remember, the $200 limita-
tion does not restrict your abili-
try to buy. It is designed soly
to hinder the operation of the
black market and money man-
ipulators,

[ Marines Use Air, Artillery;

Rout Dug In

DA NANG (USMC) — Leather-
necks of the Seventh Marine
Regiment have killed 167 enemy
troops and captured an assort-
ment of weapons in two weeks
of stop-and-go fighting.

The action centered in the
mountains 20-miles southwest of
Da Nang and involved the 1st
and 2nd Battalions, Seventh Ma-
rines.

Fixed-wing close air support
and artillery missions were

1 frequently called upon to rout

North Vietnamese soldiers from
their heavily fortified, mountain-

NVA Troops

top bunkers. A search of the
hilltop positions revealed bunk-
ers as large as 8x12 feet and
shallow caves containing enemy
rockets, utility uniforms, medi=
cal equipment, and in one case,
an NVA pay roster with 90
names.

Newly dug graves were dis-

covered which contained the’

bodies of most of the 165 con-
firmed NVA dead. Two Viet
Cong guerrillas were killed later,
which brought the total count to
167. The Marines also detained
two NVA. 7
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Rifle shots rang from the
Mekong Delta jungle and two
Yabuta junks swung toward the
sound.

In answer to the signal the
big, gray, oriental craft slid
through mud and came to rest
on the riverbank, The long
prows pushed through the thick,
green growth and the eyes,
painted on the red bows, seemed
to search the surrounding jungle
for lurking Viet Cong.

Vietnamese sailors, carrying
an assortment of weapons,
jumped into the knee-deep water
and mud and began moving
into the jungle. With them was
U.S. Navy advisor, Lieutenant
(junior grade) Harry B. Traum-
bauer.

The men were joining an
ambush team sent out earlier

in the day from their Viet-
namese Navy Coastal Group 35
base. The team had made
contact with the enemy and its
commander was bringing in
reinforcements.

Joining up with the ambush
team, Lieutenant Traumbauer
and the Vietnamese command-
ing officer, Lieutenant (junior
grade) Nfu} en Si, were led to
the ambush site.

They searched through the
dead Viet Cong's personal effects

and discovered that the ambush

team had killed a VC tax col-
lector. Among the effects were
a book of tax receipts and a
hand grenade.

This action was typical of a
day’s work for Lieutenant
Traumbauer and other U.S.
Navymen who serve as advisors

‘A. Brown all

Adyvisors and Viethamese Navymen work together in planning an operation against enemy uniis.

to the Victnamese Navy’s junk
forces.

The licutenant is assistant
advisor to Coastal Group 35
located near the mouth of the
Co Chien River some 69 miles
south of Saigon,

Saﬂor advisor to the group is
Lieutenant Jack T. Hankins. The
engineering advisor, Engineman
First Class Robert L. Wiggins
and Seamanship advisor, Boats-
wain's Mate Second Class Robert
share in this
unusual life of conducting land
operations and riding junks in
the waterways along the Delta
coast.

Patrol takes up a great deal
of their time as they normally
operate two-day (48-hour runs).
They roam up and down the

rivers and along the coast and

search for enemy troops or
supplies moving on the water-
ways or along the banks and
shorelines.

There are two areas heavily
infested with Viet Cong in the
group’s patrol zone.. “In these
places during the rainy season,’”
said Lieutenant Traumbauer,

“it’s not rare to get into thl‘ee
firefights in 12 hours.”

The two enlisted advisors
recently took out a patrol which
was typical of that activity.

The men rose bhefore dawn
and boarded a Yabuta junk. The
craft was armed with a .30 and
.50 caliber machine guns, a
mortar and individual weapons.

On the way to one of the

enemy-infested zones, the Navy
junks (there were two on this
patrol) searched a few

river

Under sniper fire Viethamese sailors cha

_They received no return fire,

Ids toward Viet Cong positions.

craft but found nothing unusua

As they sailed along near
enemy island, the junk sailony
could see bunkers half hidden b
the jungle growth. They saw nig
sign of aectivity and decided
take ' the initiative. Lining
junks’ sides the sailors openeg#
up with all weapons sending
bullets and grenades flyi
toward the enemy positions

In addition to riding the junks:
perhaps the strangest part @
the job experienced by the U.
Navymen is accompanying theli
Vietnamese counterparts
Army-style land combat oper
tions.

Another duty performed
the group is its active partici
tion in psychological warfare i
the area. ]

One junk has been convertd
to serve mainly as a floafin
“psywar’’ station. Aboard th
junk are a loudspeaker systen
posters on the pilot house, boxe
of information pamphlets anf
banners strung along its entit
length. i

“We run as close as possiblg
to the beach, especially wher
the enemy is concentrated,” sai
one U.S. advisor, “‘and broats
cast appeals calling for the V&
to join the Clueu Hoi (Op
Arms) program.’

In a recent 10-day period fol
Viet Cong turned themselves in
to the junk sailors, Two of thest
brought their weapons. This wa
a record for the province duril
a three month period.

‘The junks also engage
MEDCAPs (The Medical Civi
Action Program). The uni
escorts and provides security o]
doctors, dentists and medic
personnel while they are visting
outlying villages accessible I
the waterways.

As full modernization move
down the Vietnamese Navy ling
the junk forces may someday bt
phased out of existence. Bil
until that time or until the wal
is ended they will provide #

strange and unforgettable lif
for the lucky hundred or so US|
Navymen selected every 3e.=u |
advise them.

J

Story By
JO1 Bill Rozier
Photos By
PH1 L.R. Robinson

nk smlou and advisors iar.kle mfuniry-type operutwns. ? Junk crewmen inspect traffic on Delta waterways for enemy supplles or personnel being illegally irunsporte !
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_;'Murines waiting to board an Air Force C-123 Provid

er transport at Khe Sanh take cover behind an

off-loading ramp and metal box.

(USAF Photo)

Bﬁroviders Provide

Leathernecks race to board a C-123 transport plane at Khe Sanh.

VYol. 6. No. 49

FIRST IN VIETNAM

Saigon, Vietnam

April 10, 1968

(USAF PHOTO)

" C-123 Crews Brave Mortars

PHAN RANG (USAF) — Air
Force C-123 Provider transport
crews of the 315th Air Com-
mando Wing, here are defying
enemy mortar barrages direct-
ed at their aircraft every day
as they deliver troops and vital
cargo, including food and mail,
é{) tlﬁe Marine installation at Khe

anh.

- A Marine at Khe Sanh said
that C-123s landing on the small
a_ir strip attract an average of
six enemy mortar rounds each.

He noted that as many as 26
Providers have landed on the
strip in one day.

To avoid being hit, the C-123
pilots keep their aircraft on the
ground for only one to two
minutes, during which the en-
gines are kept running. The air-
craft remain in motion exeept
for the few seconds it takes to
shove pallets of cargo off the
aireraft and take on passengers.

The air strip and off-lcading
ramp has been zeroed in by

LONG BINH (II FF) —
More than $18,000 has been
contributed to the Tet Ag-
gression Relief Project
(TARP) by units assigned,
attached, and under opera-
tional control of II Field
Force Vietnam. The figure
includes contributions
through March 21.

TARP is a program initi-
ated by General W. C. West-
moreland to allow American
servicemen to donate money
to aid Vietnamese civilians
who suffered losses of their

Il FF Donates $18,000

homes and belongings during
the Tet aggression.

Contributing to the $18,000
are personnel from Head-
quarters, II Field Force Viet-
nam, 53rd Signal Battalion,
CORDS III CTZ, U.S. Army
Advisory Group III CTZ, 1st,
oth and 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, 101st Airborne Division,
199th Light Infantry Brigade,.
11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, 12th Aviation Group,
and the 23rd and 54th Artil-
lery Groups.

enemy gunners. People getting
on and off the aircraft do so on
the double. Marines boarding
the planes remain in nearby
bunkers until almost the last
moment, and then dash for the
C-123s a split second after the
cargo is off-loaded.

Battle casualties and refugees
are among those airlified out of
Khe Sanh by the airmen.

During a widespread enemy
offensive, C-123 crews of the
311th ACS airlifted 650 Viet-
namese refugees from Khe Sanh
to Da Nang, and then delivered
them to Quang Tri City.

Like the Marines stationed at
Khe Sanh, the air commando
crews wear flak vests and hel-
mets whenever their aircraft ap-
proach the air strip.

“T think the men of the 315th
have done a tremendous job at
Khe Sanh,” said Colonel Robert
D. Brown, wing commander.
“Khe Sanh has been a major
target of enemy action, and the
isolation and type of airfield re-
presents one of the toughest re-
supply jobs that we have faced.”

Joint U.S. Effort
ets 1533 Kills

SAIGON (MACV)—Air Force
tactical air power and combined
ground forces have been credit-
ed with 1,533 enemy killed in a
recent 19-day battle at Phan
Thiet.

The 3rd Tactical Fighter Wing
from Bien Hoa air base and
three other Air Force tactical
fighter-bomber wings, flew 114
combat sorties in support of the
Army’s 3rd Battalion, 506th In-
fantry. The sorties accounted for
the destruction of 203 military
fortifications and substantial
damage to 152 others.

High praise was heaped upon

the strike pilots by the 3rd Bat--

talion’s air liaison officer and’
forward air controller, Air Force
Major James A. Pratz. In a
letter to Colonel George W. Mc-
Laughlin, 3rd TFW commander,
he said: “I would like to extend
my sincere gratitude for a close
air support job well done by a
goup of professional fighter
pilots, under trying conditions of

heayy automatic weapons fire,
from an enemy in extremely
close contact with friendly
troops.”

While 3rd TFW pilots were
being praised for their role in
the 19-day battle of Phan Thiet,
another major operation in
Quang Tri province was being
terminated.

The name of the operation
was Scotland, a reinforced regi-
ment size surveillance and spoil-
ing action which began last Oct.
31.
Controlled by the 3rd Marine
Division, Scotland was conduct-
ed by the U.S. 26th Regiment,
5th Marine Division This unit
was reinforced by elements of
the 9th Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division.

An ARVN Ranger Battalion
also operated in close coordina-
tion with the Marines, and par-
ticipated in the defense of the
Khe Sanh combat base.

Cumulative results of Opera-

(Continued on Back Page)

Excess R&R Money
Helps Aussie Cause

SAIGON (MACV) — Vietnam
bound American servicemen re-
turning from R & R in Austra-
lia, now have a worthy cause
to which they can donate their
leftover small change in local
coin.

They are dropping it into
strategically placed collection

CAMP  FRENZELL - JONES
(USA) — An unarmed 199th
Light Infantry Brigade lieuten-
ant recently charged from
Where he swam in a canal to
flatten a Viet Cong, using the
unique weapon....a right-hook to
the jaw,

First Lieutenant Joe Lowke
Was leading a reconnaissance
})latoon of Company E, 2d Battal-
!:m, 3rd Infantry, when it am-

ushed a group of several
motorized Viet Cong sampans

four miles south of Saigon.
After the ambush, the U.S.
patrol found 23 Communist AK-
47 assault rifles, 10,000 rounds
of ammunition, 82mm mortar
equipment and grenades.

The patrol had been in posi-
tion along the Kinh Song canal
for about two hours. “We heard
motorized sampans, and got
ready for the Viet Cong,” said
Sergeant Charles Sandberg
“As they entered our Kkilling
zone, the VC shut off their

Lt. Clobbers ‘Charlie’ With Rig

engines and we opened fire on
them.” Three Viet Cong were
killed instantly.

The fire quickly emptied the
sampans, which were carried
by the current to the opposite
bank, 30 feet away.

Lieutenant Lowke and Ser-
geant Francis Murphy swam
unarmed across the canal’s
strong current to recover and
search the boats. Their platoon
covered them with machinegun

ht Hook

fire as close as three feet from
where they were swimming.

“I had just looked into one of
the boats, when I saw a VC
jump up from the canal bank,”
said Sergeant Murphy. “I
velled to the Lieutenant, and
he charged after the Viet Cong
and belted him.”

Supporting light fire teams
and artillery blasted the area
wh;re the other enemy had
fled.

boxes at the R & R Center for
a volunteer organization called
“Legacy”’, which cares for wid-
ows and children of deceased
Australian servicemen,

The currency rate of ex-
change is $1 Australian to $1.12
U.S., and amounts which would
convert to less than one Ameri-
can dollar, -are not reconvert-
able to military payment cer-
tificates or U.S. green.

“Legacy” chairmen, R.C.H.
Mason, expressed the organiza-
tion’s gratitude to American
servicemen for their contribu-
tions in a letter received at

U.S. Military Assistance Com-

mand, Vietnam headquarters.

, “Our sincere thanks to all
those men who supported our
cause after a brief leave in
Australia,”’ the letter read.

It said the donations were &

““magnificent gesture” on the

part of U.S. servicemen.
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Editorial

Let's All Vote

We're only a few weeks into the year and the 1968
elections are already a major topic of conversation. There
is little doubt that this is a political year and courses of
action of national and international importance will be
decided at the polls.

Your right to vote is one of the strongest pillars of
our free society. Throughout the course of history, men
have given their lives in order to have a voice in the
affairs of their government. :

Unfortunately, many of our citizens fail to realize
the importance of voting. They neglect this all-important
privilege and obligation and attempt to justify their

5 -

T,

ference anyway.”

When one uncast ballot is multiplied by the hund-
reds, or thousands, of eligible voters who stay at home,
the total reaches staggering proportions and could make
the difference in the outcome of an election.

It’s obvious then, that every vote does count. But
how do you, the man on military duty, ensure that your
vote is counted?

The first and most important step is to make sure
that you are properly registered to vote in your home
state. With state primary elections beginning as early as
April, right now is the time to register and begin compil-
ing all the information you will need to vote intelligently
when the time comes.

Remember, the time factor is extremely important
in registration and voting. Requirements vary from state
to state as to when to apply for registration, when to
request your ballot and when you must return your
ballot.

Don’t let the time slip by so that you will not be
able to exercise one of your most valuable and important
privileges and responsibilities as an American citizen.
See your Voting Officer right away and find out what
you must do to vote in the 1968 elections.

The liberty we enjoy and for which thousands of
Americans have given their lives can be lost if every
citizen does not express his opinion through our system
of free elections. (AFPS)

JustIn Case
Not Heard

# ] #

Conn. Bonus
For Vietham
Era Veterans

WASHINGTON — For each
month of military service (no
matter where) since Jan. 1,
1964, the State of Connecticut
will pay a $10 bonus to its
veterans — up to a $300 maxi-
mum. To be eligible, honorably
discharged veterans must have
at least 90 days service and
military personnel need a mini-
mum of 30 months in service.
One year’s domicile in Con-
necticut immediately prior to
active duty is a must.

Eligible next-of-kin of service-
men who die on duty of service-
connected causes may collect
the $300 maximum. ]

Survivors of honcrably dis-
charged veterans will be paid
according to the span of counta-
ble service, i

The bonus will be financed by
an - $18 million dollar bond
issue.

Claim forms are available
from: Office of the Treasurer,
Vietnam Bonus Division, 15
Lewis St., Hartford, Conn. 06115,
(VNL)

AF Enlisted
Promotions

Promotions in the Air Force’s
top six enlisted grades continue
to show improvement, accord-

sonnel officials.

‘“‘Promotion opportunities,” of-
ficials said, are now the best
since the Korean War,

Statistically, top six promotion
allocations planned for FYG68

will reach more than 167,000.

New G. I. Bill Serves All Veterans

With 181 Days’ Duty After Jan. ‘55

WASHINGTON (AFPS) —
Benefits of the new G.I, Bill are
not limited to Vietnam Veterans,
but apply equally to veterans
who served in the Armed
Forces anytime after Jan. 31,
1955.

The Veterans Administration
explained that veterans who had
at least 181 days’ active duty
service, any part of which oc-
curred after Jan. 31, 1955, are
eligible for these G.I. Bill bene-
fits:

Educational Assistance

Full-time payments for -col-
lege type training range from
$130 a month for a single
veteran to $175 for a veteran
with “two dependents, with $10
extra for each additional de-
pendent.

High School

The same payments are avail-
able to a veteran while he com-
pletes high school without los-
ing any G.I. Bill eligibility for
advanced educational benefits.
Apprentice Or Other OJT

Payments (based on six month
period) begin at $80 per month
in the first period for a single
veteran with added payments
for veterans with dependents.
Farm Cooperative Training

Includes ins’itutional courses.
Payments range upwards from
$105 a month.

Vocational Flight Training

Payments cover 90 per cent of

the established charge for flight
training for veterans who have
tha equivalent of a valid private
pilot license.
G.I. Loans

VA guarantee: a portion of
loans made through commercial
lenders. On home loans the VA
will guarantee up to $7,500 of
the loan; on farm real estate
loans up to $4,000 and on nen-
r-al estate farr. loans up to

$2,000. VA will make direct
loans for homes in .certain
cases.

. Medical Care

VA provides hospital care for
all veterans who served in the
Armed Forces after Jan. 31,

1955, (whether their service is
classed as wartime or peace-
time) on ‘he same basis as for
veterans of earlier wars. Top
priority goes to men needing
treatment for service-connected
or service-aggravated disabili-
ties. If a bed is available,
veterans inay be admitted for
any ailment requiring hospitali-
zation if they are unable to pay
for the treatment in a private
hospital.
Severe Disabilities

An allowance of $1,600 toward
purchase of specially-equipped
automobiles {or veterans with
certain severe disabilities suf-
fered while in service,

E
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Fem. Ste
Well

NANG (USN) — The
le Support Activity here has
introduced a new element into
the business of cargo handling
in Vietnam . . it’s spelled
 W-0-M-E-N!

A W'I?h]eu support activ_ity’s Viet-
pnamese Administrative Train-
jng branch is sponsoring a pro-
gram to turn out qualified wom-
en cargo handlers, an art nor-
~ mally not associated with the

distaff side of Vietnamese life.
~ GSome of them will drive fork-

Wr
Engages
Big Tree

: TAY NINH (USA) — There
~ is an old saying that has made
the rounds for years about peo-
ple “‘going out on a limb** for
one reason or another.

To the crew of one LOH-6A
Observation Helicopter of Troop

~ C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cav-

alry, this is no longer just a

figure of speech. They not only

went out on a limb but went
through the tree and brought
back the limbs as well,

The craft, piloted by Warrant
Officer G.A. Loyd Lamonte was
on a visual reconnaissance mis-
ion approximately 20 miles
iortheast of their base camp

when they suddenly spotted 15

Viet Cong. They were sitting in

a small clearing apparently

taking a break.

Quickly circling the area, the
ship prepared to mark the tar-
get with smoke for nearby gun-
ships. As they swooped down at
tree-top level, automatic weap-
ons fire engaged the ship. As
the pilot fought to keep control
of the aircraft, he found himself

- confronted by a large tree. Un-
able to avoid the tree, the ship

CINDY, CINDY—Seventeen-year-old Cynthia Ferrare came
Hollywood and earned herself a movie contract. She also hol
made photo album covers for “The Challengers" and “Frankii
Randall” and is currently co-starring in “The ImpossibhE

Years.”

(Photo Courtesy of 20th Century Foidsf;'

crashed through it, losing the
right landing skid and most of

A trooper brand new to Viet-
nam was in a hurry to visit one
of the villages and talk with
the people.

“How bad’s the language bar-
rier?"" he asked a buddy who
had been in-country several
months.

“There isn’t a language bar-
rier,” he was told. “We com-
municate perfectly.”

The new GI and his buddy
visited a local village and went
into a small shop to look
around. The girl who ran the
shop knew the second soldier.
“Allo, Joe,” she greeted him.
“I go Saigon. You gimme go,
okay?"’

“Sorry ‘bout that, no can do,
coe,”’ said the soldier.
“Papasan have bike.
here. You gimme go.”
“No. Same-same me,” replied
the GI. “Jeep for honcho bac-
sit?’

He no

“No sweat, GI,” she coaxed
him.

“Ah, no — beaucoup sweat.
Now you souvenir me cigarette,

_okay.”

“Neva hoppen. You numba
ten, beaucoup dinky dow.”

“I no dinky dow. I numba
one soldier. Look. I deedee now,
come back later.”

APO 96220

COMUSMACY ... ... b «ver.. Gen. W.C. Westmoreland, USA
Information-Officer .................. . Brig. Gen. W. Sidle, USA
Chief, Command Information ... ... Lt. Col. T. A. Costello, USA

- L] L L] -

N(J‘()IC ............................... £ JOC W.W. Polk, USN
|00 171 ke aisainenie srs i whide e s 0t fis TSgt G.C. Sterling, USAF
Assistant Editor ........... e S SSgt C. T. Owen, USMC

As the two soldiers left the

Language Barrier?

it emerged the chopper had
several large tree limbs in the
cockpit.

“I would like to know what
-the Viet Cong thought when
they saw us going through the
tree,” said Specialist 4 Larry
Nowlin, the ship’s observer.

Miraculously uninjured, the
crew was then faced with get-
ting the heavily damaged plane
to a safe landing area. Flying
at low altitude WO Lamonte
piloted the ship to the 25th
Infantry Division’s First Bri-
gade base camp at Katum,
~ some 15 miles to the west, and
o landed safely by resting the
- skidless right side of the chop-

r the plexiglass cockpit cover. As
i
|
i

shop the amazed newcomer ask-ih?
ed his buddy, “Man, where'd yo
ever learn to speak Vielh
namese?”’ (A!Jlt

4

Stable Tour
For Army

WASHINGTON — A 12-monli§ -
stabilized tour at station JL
choice in the Continental Unites

vedore?

y Not...

lifts capable of handling 4,000-
pounds. They will also be taught
to operate winches and act as
signalmen who direct cargo
loading on the docks.
One of the Navy coordinators,
Boatswain’s Mate First Class
Eugene West, said the ladies
will complete their course in
three weeks. “The first week of
the course is spent on forklift
operations, and the last two
weeks are spent on cargo
handling procedures,” he ex-
plained.
According to Petty Officer
West, the women are often
better workers than men, But
he gave one other distinct ad-
vantage of hiring women.
“We were losing two or three
men a week to the Vietnam-
ese Army. We don’t have that
problem with women,” he said.
Petty Officer West planned
the course of instruction for all
of the stevedores trained by the
support activity’s Freight Ter-
minal Section.
A Vietnamese,
Thieu, teaches
classes. 47
Originally, the idea of hiring
women to do stevedoring work
came from the Industrial Rela-
tions Department in Saigon, ac-
cording to Boatswain's Mate
West. ;
“If our pilot program is a
success,” he added, ‘“we’ll
probably be hiring more wom-
en.”

Phan Tan
most of the

S

BM1 Eugene West explains the controls of a forklift to a woman student.

(USN PHOTO)

States (CONUS) is being offerel per on a large mound of dirt.

Enemy Parts

Cpl. Harris shows path of bullet which parted his hair.

(USA PHOTO)

as a reenlistment option foi
overseas returnees. Requirth
ments: completion of normil
overseas tour; minimum 4-yearf
reenlistment prior to returif
request for option 90 days befor|
départure; and available slot a*
desired station.

Exceptions: soldiers returndf
through hospital channels
days before normal complefiti®
of overseas tour may elect thf
same optien when available forf
duty; soldiers with four years:
or less service returning ¢
CONUS for separation may usé:
reenlistment option upon retur =
or within three months of sep¥ &
ration, Full details may be o &
tained in Department of heFE
Army message 837370. (AD).

PHU CAT (USAF) — Words
of high praise have been heaped
upon two pilots of the 416th
Tactical Fighter Wing at Phu
Cat air base here. '

The pilots are Captains Wil-
liam R. Hockensmith and
Howard H. Jones, II, who re-
cently were diverted from their

preplanned target to support a
Teconnaissance platoon in heavy
contact with an enemy force
southwest of Hoi An. The plau-

ts came from Lieutenant Colo-

nel Dean F. Skinner, air liaison
officer with the Americal Divi-
sion. :

“The aerial skill and profes-
sional competence displayed by
these pilots was a classic exam-
ple of airpower,” the colgnel
remarked. “Their air strikes
routed and discouraged the ene-
my, allowing the Army unit to
move to a more favorable posi-
tion for extraction.” :

A low overcast and mountain
peaks hidden by the clouds were
two of the hazards the pilots
met as they streaked in to hit

Army Officer Praises Pilots

the enemy’s ridge line position.

The first bomb landed about
150 meters in front of the friend-
ly unit, exactly where a forward
air controller aircraft had
marked the strike zone.

A ground commander then
directed the two pilots to move
their ordnance toward ‘the
friendlies until at one point,
bombs were falling within 50
meters of their lines. 3

“Such a precision bombing
performance,” declared Colonel
Skinner, ‘“‘deserves the heartiest
‘well done’,”

PHU BAI (USMC) — Corporal
William H. Harris of Marine
Observation Squadron-3 claims
to be the only man in his squad-
ron who no longer has to part
his hair.

While returning from a mis-
sion near Phu Loc, the UH-1E
Huey helicopter in which he was
an aerial gunner was diverted
to an emergency medical evac-
uation of three wounded Ma-
rines.

Within one minute of the call
for help, Corporal Harris heard
on the radio, that instead of the
original three casualties, there
were now nine. He said, _"I
knew right then we were going
to be in for a world of trouble
when we set down.”

“As we touched down, I
swung my door gun back and
leaned out to signal for the
infantrymen to bring the casu-
alties in on my side of the
chopper,” stated the gunner.
“About that time I heard a loud
thundering sound and my ears
started ringing. My first thought
was that I'd been hit, hug I
felt no pain, not even a burning

sensation, which I thought
would surely come from a bul-
let wound.”

Once back in the air, the
corporal leaned over to _look at
one of the wounded marines on
the floor of the chopper. “I had
my sun visor down and I yelled
over to the crew chief, ‘My God,
look at the blood on that guy.’
I felt kind of foolish afterward
though, for I realized that what
I saw was my own blood on the
inside of my wvisor,” he ex-
plained. I felt no pain, just got
a little dizzy now and then, so
figured I had accidently
scratched my head.” A

Arriving at the Phu Bai medi-

Corporal’s Hair

was about to get back into the
chopper when the pilot told him
to turn himself in for treatment
of his wound. 3

Corporal Harris was treated
for a minor wound and returned
to his unit for duty. Smiling, he
remarked, “Besides having the
distinction of being the only
man in the squadron with a
permanent part in his hair, I've
also been tagged with the nick-
name, ‘Ricochet’ The round
that hit me entered the front of
my hard hat, ricocheted off the
top of my skull, and ripped out
through the back of the helmet,”
he said.

Gets Hair Cut
With Punch

SAIGON (USA) — When Air
Force Senior Master Sergeant
Burton Phillips of Traffic Man-
agement Agency recently asked
his barber for a short trim, he
got a close shave as bonus.

While Sergeant Phillips was
sitting in the barber chair get-
ting the trim, a stray round
from an M-14 rifle tore through
the tin wall of the barber shop
in the Saigon Port, struck him
on his belt and fell to the floor.
“Choi-0i! (wow) exclaimed the
startled Vietnamese barber.
Surprised, but unshaken, the
sergeant picked up the slug and
took it back to work with him,

The sergeant is the NCOIC of

the Airlift Division of Traffic
Management Agency. :

Sergeant Phillips theorized
that the round was nearly spent
when it reached the barber shop

- because he never heard the shot

cal aid station, he assisted in
unloading the wounded men and

fired and it caused so little
damage.

B
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Downed Helo Crew
Saved By Air Cav.

NHA TRANG (USA) — Ele-
ments of the 7/17th Air Cavalry
Squadron, 1st Aviation Brigade,
rescued a downed helicopter pi-
lot and his wounded observer
from the midst of North Viet-
namese occupied bunkers near
Kontum recently.

The rescue was effected de-
spite dense jungle, a high con-
centration of enemy troops, and
heavy automatic weapons fire.

The cavalrymen, called to the
rescue from a search and de-
stroy mission 10 miles south of
Kontum, hdcked through the
jungle, guided by one of their
squadron’s Cayuse (OH-6) re-
connaissance helicopters,

Heavy automatic weapons fire
halted the rescue operation until
its source could be located, and
destroyed.

The pilot and observer, find-
ing themselves in the middle of
enemy occupied bunkers,
jumped into an empty bunker,
and waited.

The rescue team, after silenc-
ing the enemy fire, evacuated
8 e

Ground troops are d

roppe

the downed men to a makeshift
landing zone where a medevac
helicopter flew them to safety.

Air strikes were then called
in on the enemy positions. Soon
the positions were saturated
with rockets, mini-guns and
tljo‘ops from the 4th Infantry Di-
vision,

Reconnaissance chopper.

Support Group Alpha

Marines Assist Viets

PHU BAI (USMC) — Despite
the fury of expanding war in
northern I Corps, the Force
Logistic Command’s Support
Group ‘“‘Alpha” Civil Affairs
team in the Hue-Phu Bai area
is making steady progress.

Combined efforts are directed
toward increasing public facili-
ties and the opportunity for eco-
nomic growth in Thuy Luong and
Thuy Tan villages. Instilled with
the principle of self-help, the
villagers provide manpower for
projects and the Marines advise
and assist them in obtaining
necessary materials.

“To build even as we fight,”
is the team’s motto. *“Whatever
war has destroyed, we rebuild,”
‘said First Lieutenant Jim Uhl,
the unit's civil affairs officer.

The teams’s MEDCAP (Med-
ical Civic Action Program) is
geared to train people in hy-
giene. Shower units, capped
wells and concrete toilet facil-
ities were among the first con-
struction projects undertaken by
the group. Preventive medicine
instruction is given to approxi-
mately 600 villagers cared for
weekly. Some 1,500 refugees
were treated in Hue alone by

the team.

A member of the rescue team stands ready with his

Despite improvements in
health standards, the 30,000 vil-
lagers of Thu Luong and Thuy
Tan are susceptible to tropical
diseases. To counteract this
problem, the team instituted a
mass inoculation program. The
first to receive the shots were
the children. To prevent duplica-
tion, shot cards were issued and
records kept of the child’s age
and weight. With this data, U.S.
Navy hospital corpsmen now
can tell which child has what in-
oculation,

Another encouraging factor
the team has uncovered is that
adults want their children to
have a better education than
they themselves had. To help
provide this the civil affairs per-
sonnel sponsored a school-build-
ing program and the Govern-
ment of Vietnam is providing a
teacher.

Team members teach con-
versational English and because
the English language is especial-
ly difficult for Vietnamese, stu-
dents and teachers alternate in
singing songs in English. This
quickens the learning process.

Sergeant Paul Smith, acting
platoon sergeant and licensed
veterinarian, is the brains be-

M-16 rifle.

aenaes oo
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The wounded crew member is

hind the team’s stock-raising
and agricultural
projects.

With a background in farming
and ranching and a degree from

Texas A&M, he is persuading &

the Vietnamese to try new me-

thods: rotate crops, use marginal
- land, berry bushes for hedgerows

and cultivate orange and citrus
trees.

Each member of the team has |
his own specialty. Nguyen Vong,

better known to his Marine bud-
dies as ‘“‘Henry”, is a former

hard-core VC. Since rallying to [

the Republic, he has been de-

corated by the Government of &
Vietnam on several occasions &

while serving as a scout. He
senses the needs of the people
and is an invaluable member of
the team.

“We are doing everything we
can to help these people. Our
aim is to help the Vietnamese to
help themselves and to solve
their own problems,” explained
a team member.

The team is living up to its
motto in many ways.

Tots Received
Gifts From AF

PHAN RANG (USAF) — Dur-
ing the past few weeks, approxi-
mately 1,500 youngsters in eight
Montagnard and Vietnamese
hamlets near Phan Rang Air
Base have received toys and
clothing from members of the
882nd Communications Squad-
ron under a program called
“Project Father.”

Captain Donald Terrell, tele-
communications officer of the
squadron, said the toys and
clothing are the gifts of people
in the United States who were
cnrlltacted by squadron person-
nel.

The sorting and distribution
of the toys and clothing was a
big job carrried out by several
of the officers and men of the
squadron. In addition to distrib-

‘ uting the gifts to the hamlets,

the men also distributed gifts to
the Protestant mission center
and the Buddhist charity house
in Phan Rang City.

S R R

hoisted into the chopper.

i
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Rumbling like an express frain,

Khe Sanh 'Lifeline’

DA NANG (USAF) — The Khe
Sanh airdrop — it has no fancy
code name — is now the largest
airdrop in history for a _30-dqy
period. Before it ends, it will
undoubtedly be the largest air-
drop ever in terms of tonnage.

To the Marines, the Khe Sanh
airdrop is a life-sustaining pipe-
line that feeds them ammuni-
tion, fuel and rations. To the C-
130 Hercules crews from the
315th Air Division, and the C-
193 Provider crews from the
31ith Air Commando Squadron
at Da Nang air base, the Khe
Sanh airdrop is the most chal-
lenging, but the most rewarding
mission they fly. To the airmen
of the 15th Aerial Port Squad-
ron at Da Nang, and the Army
parachute riggers of the 109th
Quartermaster Company, C?m
Ranh Bay, no job is more im-
portant than the proper prepara-
tions of cargo bundles for the
Khe Sanh airdrop. !

In the first 30 days of this
massive airdrop, tons-upon-tons
of cargo have been parachuted
to Marines at Khe Sanh. Most
of these supplies have come
from cargo stockpiles at Da
Nang air base.

On an average day the C-130s
and C-123s will drop several
tons of supplies into Khe Sanh.
Each C-130 and C-123 will unload
its cargo as it passes over the
drop zone.

During the last leg of their journey,

Most of the cargo for Khe Sanh
is airdropped from a low al’tl-
tude. However, some supplies
are delivered by the LAPES or
Low Altitude Parachute Extrac-
tion System. When LAPES is
used, the C-130s set up a normal
landing approach for Khe Sanh’s
4,000 foot runway. Without fouch-

“ing down the aircraft flies a few

feet above the runway and pops
out a large chute that literally
pulls the load out of the airplane.

A specially built skid absorbs
the shock as the load hits the
runway and comes to a stop on
the aluminum matting. Most of
the materials the Marines use
for building and re-enforcing
their bunkers is delivered to
Khe Sanh by the LAPES sys-
tem.

C-130 crews will normally

make two drops a day at the

outpost. Back at Da Nang's
busy cargo loading ramp, the
Hercules load and take-off in an
average of 20 minutes. This re-
markably quick “turn around”
time is a tribute to the skill of
the loading crews at Da Nang’s
15th Aerial Port and the fine
support they get from Army rig-
gers. It takes only two hours
for an empty C-130 to make a
round trip from Da Nang to Khe
Sanh.

When this aerial pipeline start-
ed in early February, the weath-

er over Khe Sanh was zero-zero

the supplies are lifted onto trucks by

most of the time. This did not
stop the life-sustaining flow of
supplies. Using radar and dop-
pler navigation systems, crews
from the 315th Air Division con-
tinued to deliver the goods ac-
curately without ever seeing the
drop zone.

During the first 30 days of the
Khe Sanh airdrop, 90 per cent of
the missions were under blind
conditions. Out of 68 airdrops
made during one week, only
two missed the mark. Both of
these were due to unavoidable
chute malfunctions. ;

Making an airdrop over Khe
Sanh is no ‘“milk run.” Each
aircraft is greeted by a hail of
enemy ground fire as it ap-
proaches the drop zone. But
despite the ground fire and bad
weather, the aircrews continue
to supply the goods.

Even without a fancy code
name, the Khe Sanh airdrop is
earning a special niche among
famous airdrop operations of the
past. It has already earned a
special place in the hearts of the
Marine Corps.

Story & Photos
By
U.S. Air Force

tons of cargo clears the C-130 aircraft four seconds after their releuse..

Marine crews at the drop zone and are taken to Khe Sanh base camp.
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Emphasis is placed on the concept of “cross-training” as a U.S. Navyman gives instructions.

Swifts” For

AN THOI (USN)—Seventy-one
Vietnamese Navymen recently
completed six months of inten-
sive training here and began
coastline patrolling in four 50-
foot Swift boats,

These patrol craft are the
same type the U.S. Navy is us-
ing to patrol the coast of South
Vietnam in Operation Market
Time—a series of anti-infiltra-
tion patrols which prevent the
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
from moving supplies and men
into South Vietnam by sea.

According to Lientenant David
C. Brown, commander, Coastal
Division Eleven, the unit or-
ganizing and conducting the
training, the Vietnamese use
the Swift boats to patrol’ two
area near here originally pat-
rolled by U.S. Navy units. Later,
as more Vietnamese crews are
trained, more boats will be as-
signed until all of the Market
Time inshore stations—from the
DMZ in the north to the Cam-
bodian border in the southwest
—are taken over by the Vietnam-
ese Navy.

Of the 71 Vietnamese sent
here for training by the Viet-
namese Navy headquarters in
Saigon, 48 are being trained es-
pecially as boat crews. The re-
mainder will serve as reserve

5

i

Four of these 50-foot §

crew members and maintenance
personnel.

The training started in mid-
October when the first increment
of trainees, about half of whom
had graduated from the Naval
Training Center in Nha Trang,
arrived at An Thoi.

After the usual check-in period
and a survival swimming test,
all were organized into crews,
said Lieutenant (junior grade)
Dan Ustick, coordinator of train-
ing and a Swift skipper himself.
Then a few days later all were
taking a familiarization ride
aboard one of the high speed,
staunchly-armed craft.

Then the schooling really got
underway with a month of class-
room instruction—*‘‘the heart of
the entire program,’” said Lieu-
tenant Ustick.

During this classroom phase
of instruction, the Vietnamese—
taught by other Vietnamese
Navymen who had received
training earlier under U.S. Navy
crews aboard the Swifts here—
learned to operate the radar,
the various radio circuits, how
to fire the weapons and all the
other things they need to know
to step aboard and effectively
operate a Swift boat.

This completed satisfactorily
and a comprehensive review and

examination given, each crew

o

of six was broken down into two
watch sections. :

Then each section of three men
was assigned to a U.S. crew for
one month and became function-
ing members of the crew. With
the Vietnamese aboard, a U.S.
crewman was eliminated. Dur-
ing this underway phase the
Vietnamese began putting to
practical use the lessons learn-
ed in the classroom. Special em-
phasis was placed on the con-
cept of ‘“‘cross-training’” — the
system whereby every crew-
member is familiar with the oth-
ers’ primary jobs—the key to
the successful combat employ-
ment of small patrol units.

The officers who have trained
these men aboard their boats
have nothing but the highest
praise for them.

According to one U.S. Navy
officer, ‘‘the people I have
aboard are as well-trained as the
U.S. sailors who come from nine
weeks of training at Coronado.
If the other watch sections are
as good, they will form tremen-
dous crews.”

Story & Photos
Lt (jg) T.S. Storck

wifts are being operated by the Vietnamese Navy which

e
i o
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is now participating in Operation Market Time.
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Training aboard the Swift includes operating the 81mm mortar.
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LONG THANH (USA) — Bud-
dhist monks, laboring for more
than 10 months, have construct-
ed and recently opened an or-
phan’s village for children whose
parents fell to the Viet Cong.

Situated two miles from the
oth Infantry Division’s Bearcat
base camp, the village now
houses more than 275 youngsters
in an eight building complex.

The monks are continuing

PFs 'Stop’
Viet Cong
Tax Men

PHONG DINH PROVINCE
(USN) — Tax collectors, are
not popular people in the
United States nor in South
Vietnam, especially if they
are Viet Cong.

When two of the enemy
tribute collectors were killed
recently in this Delta pro-
vince, local residents were
quick to identify them as VC
tax men.

The pair was cornered by
Popular Force troops in a
ditch near a small canal 75-
miles southwest. of Saigon.
The VC were pinned down
from the sky by Navy Sea-
wolf helicopter gunships
when they tried to escape.
They tried to fight their way
out with grenades, but were
killed by the Popular Force
troops in the attempt.

Commandos Fly

Mercy Missions

NHA TRANG (USAF) — Five
mercy missions to Pleiku and
Ban Me Thuot were flown re-
cently by crews of the 14th Air
Commando Wing to deliver
much needed rice for families
of Civilian Irregular Defense
Groups in that area.

Each flight averaged about
4,500 pounds of rice. Volunteer
crews flew the missions, which
were a joint effort on the part
of the Air Force and the Army’s
bth Special Forces. The Army
supplied the rice when the local
supply at Ban Me Thuot was
depleted as a result of in-
creased enemy activity in the
area at the time,

| 9th Inf Division
- Assisting Monks

their work until 42  buildings
and a pagoda are completed.
Units of the 9th Division are
pitching in with material and
medical help.

Recently, Division Support
Command (DISCOM), the 9th
Medical Battalion, Division Ars.
tillery and the 86th Engineers, a
Division ~ support unit, began
civil action projects at the site.

A large kick-off program was
held recently to express the
division’s intentions to help.
Children were entertained by
the band, received soft drinks,
candy and fruit while the monks
were given quantities of wood,
shovels, cots, roofing tin and
other materials.

Weekly MEDCAPS also are be-
ing conducted. More than 120
children and orphanage person-
nel received care at the first
one.

As one of its initial projects,

DISCOM passed out more than
250 tubes of toothpaste and
brushes, then taught the chil-
dren to use the items.
- Nguyen Van Su, director of
the orphan’s village, said that
the village will expand to more
than 6,000 acres of land owned
by the Buddhist Institute of Gia
Dinh Province,

The land is being entirely
cleared and developed by 70
monks. Presently, the -eight-
building orphanage contains
classrooms, sleeping areas,
shower points, a large dining
area, a kitchen and religious
shrines.

It is now staffed with six
teachers, three nurses and at-
tendants for the children.

As the complex grows, its
needs will increase. As a result,
the 9th Medical Battalion will
help build a dispensary and train
the Vietnamese to run it. Al-
ready the medical units has re-
stocked and reorganizad and
existing aid station.

The engineers are currently
putting up a playground. An-
other Bearcat unit is providing

a teacher to conduct English

language courses regularly.
Although the orphan’s village
needs many supplies from Sai-
gon each week, its only trans-
portation is a small bus. The
9th Supply and Transportation
Battalion will solve that prob-

-lem by providing two and one-

half ton trucks once a week for
transportation.
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DOG-GONE REPLACEMENT—Lieutenant Colonel T.R. Hill, commanding officer of the 1st Mili-
tary Police Battalion, presents a puppy to ARVN First Lieutenant Nguyen Van Quang and
his daughter. The puppy was to replace the family’s pet which was killed a few months
ago when it attacked a U.S. patrol. The following day the colonel visited the family and

. i
promised to replace the dog as soon as one coul

d be obtained.

(USMC PHOTO By Sgt A.M. Chambers)

Sp4 Makes Tots Happy

DUC HOA (IiI CTZ) — Eight
hundred Duc Hoa Elemenfary
School children were happier
and Specialist 4 Edson M. Wig-
gington, MACV Advisory team
99 with the 25th ARVN Infantry
Division, saw the fulfillment of
a dream.

It all started several months.
ago when the 21-year-old special-

ist experienced a jeep break-
down near a hamlet about 10
miles west of Saigon. While
waiting for help to arrive, he
noticed a Vietnamese mother
crying by the roadside. Viet
Cong had shot her husband and
her children during a night
raid,

The real losers in any war,

LETS GO!—A VC suspect is rushed to an awaiting helicopter during a 196th Light Infantry Bri
5 3 ¥ ¥if 3 : 2 : -
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gade operation. (USA P

reflected the specialist, were the
children and he decided to bring
a little happiness to some Viet-
namese children before he left
Vietnam.

He selected the 800-children
school of Duc Hoa near his U.S.
compound and started buying
candy and gum for them. Soon,
however, he realized he needed
help. His buddies were happy to
add their resources to the cause
but the goal still seemed too
distant,

Reading the labels on confec-
tionery wrappers one day, he

got the idea to write to the .

manufacturers for bulk price
list. Letters also were sent to
his folks and to the mayor of
his home town of Saint Joseph,
Mo., to ask for additional con-
tributions.

In traditional American style
his pleas for assistance received
prompt and generous support.
Letters from manufacturers and
church groups pledging candy,
toys, gum and school supplies
flooded in from the U.S. The
mayor of St. Joseph endorsed
the soldier’s letter by placing it
in a local newspaper, and more
pledges were received.

Two months later there were
enough gifts for all of the
children.

After presenting the gifts to
the children, Specialist Wigging-
ton exclaimed, “I knew it was a
worthwhile porject — I can see
that by expressions of their faces

— now I can go home.!

'!
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é6th {\RVN Rggiment

\

TAM KY (USA)—A unique
doctor, a resourceful G.I. and a
desire to help are reasons that
are making the 6th ARVN Regi-
ment’s MEDCAP team click.

First Lieutenant Duong is a
rarity in Vietnam—he is a Mon-
tagnard from the Nung tribe—
the first to become a doctor.

Canine
Courage

BIEN HOA (USAF) — “A
dog is a man’s best friend,”
and in the case of Sergeant
Louis J. DiFiore Jr., this
statement has a personal
meaning.

Segeant DiFiore, a sentry
dog handler with the 3rd
Security Police Squadron,
Bien Hoa air base, was on
duty with his German shep-
herd dog. Hunde, recently
when the base came under
an enemy rocket attack.

“We were out by the flight-
line when the first rounds
started to come in,” he ex-
plained. “There was no
bunker around, so my dog
and I sought protection in a
gully. Hunde laid down next
to me and placed his head
over my neck.

“A rocket exploded 20 feet
from us, spraying shrapnel
all over the area,” the ser-
geant continued. “My dog
was hit in the neck and side
by the sharpnel and was.
dead within a few minutes.”

“I probably wouldn't be
alive today it weren't for
Hunde; he saved my life that
night,” concluded the ser-
geant.

This is another example
of why dog is man’s best
friend.

Doc Is Unique

The Nung ftribe is in North
Vietnam on the Red China bord-
er. His family left the north be-
cause his father decided he did
not want them to live under
Communist domination.

“MEDCAP is a continuing
project with the 6th—often held
minutes after the villages have
been cleared during operations,’
said Doctor Duong.

He explained that many times
the team has gone into a vil-
lage and received hostile looks
and had a hard time convinecing
the people that they were trying
to help them.

‘“‘However,” he added, ‘“‘after
a few people have come forward
for treatment and the villagers
have seen the benefits of MED-
CAP, they are most apprecia-
tive and receptive to the team.”

Sergeant First Class Dirk
Oliverson is medical advisor to
the Gth. :

“I'm proud of this medical
team, mostly because of each
individual’s desire to help his
fellow man,” stated the ser-
geant.

He pointed out that in addition
to his regular duties as the
Regimental Surgeon, and his
MEDCAP visits, Doctor Duong
also has set up a dependents
medical program for the men
assigned to the regiment.

When Doctor Duong arrived,
the unit did not have a dispen-
sary, but with Sergeant Oliver-
son and his men, they built one.

Another thing that makes
this team different is the serv-
ices of Navy Dental Technician
First Class Ronald F. Laqua.
He is a member of MILPHAB
N3 based at the Tam Ky civilian
hosaital.

The navyman has started a
program of dental hygiene for
the villagers.

Tooth brushes and paste are
handed out to the children and
proper brushing technique is
explained.

Leathernecks Build
Children's Hospital

DA NANG (USMC)—U.S. Ma-
rines and Vietnamese officials
teamed up in March to turn over
the first shovel of dirt in sym-
bolic ceremonies to start con-
struction on a new home for the
Hoa Khanh Children’s Hospital
at Camp Books, near Da Nang.

The new building, which will
replace the present, inadequate
structure, is slated for comple-
tion in the fall of 1968.

The hospital, the only one of
its kind in the I Corps area,
has already expanded from its
original 11-bed clinic to a 70-bed
unit.

Plans for the new facility in-
clude a general ward with 120-
beds, an isolation ward, modern
operating and emergency rooms,
X-ray equipment and an inten-
sive care section.

Lieutenant Colonel Le Tri Tin,
Quang Nam province chief, ex-
pirressed his gratitude to all in-
volved in the tremendous growth
of the hospital and spoke of the
material and  spiritual involve-
ment of his people.

Construction of the hospital
was made possible through the
efforts and contributions of local
Marines and Seabees and
numerous civic and social or-
ganizations throughout the U.S.

A women’s club in Gary, Ind.,
recently bought an air condi-
tioner for the hospital's new
operating room. A $500 check

from Mrs. Josephine Stackhouse
of Oklahoma City, Okla. also
was presented at a fund raising
kick-off here last month.

Another big boost to the build-
ing program is the 41,000 bricks
needed to build their new hos-
pital which are being made by
the people of Hoa Khana.

i

POLKA DOTS—Jan Sutton is her name, she can be seen at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas.

(PHOTO By Las Vegas NB)

Launches War On Waste

LONG KHANH (USA)—Seven
American soldiers are fighting
a war on waste in the heat of III
Corps Tactical Zone's Long
Khanh Province. These hand-
picked specialists from the Llth
Armored Cavalry Regiment
make up the two-month-old
Logistical and Administrative
Advisory Team (LAAT).

The trouble-shooters, working
side by side with their Viet-
namese counterparts, are as-
suring the province's Regional
and Popular Forces a steady
flow of personnel, supplies and
salaries to maintain top readi-
ness and performance. When a
problem crops up, the team at-
tempts to guide the units in
submitting requests and reports
through the proper channels for
the speediest handling of their
work.

The LAAT headquarters is the
Administrative and Direct Sup-
port Logistics Company, or A&L

Company, just south ot Auan
Loe, the Long Khanh provincial
capital. At this home base they
check and chart incoming per-
sonnel and logistics reports for
discrepancies and outgoing sup-
plies for deficits.

When a LAAT advisor dis-
covers a problem, he tells his
Vietnamese counterpart about
it. Together they work out a
way to remedy the situation,

“One of the main functions of
LAAT is to carry the influence
of the A&L Company to the
field,” says Major Roger T. Mac-
Leod, team leader and deputy
province advisor for Administra-
tion and Logistics. So contact
teams of Vietnamese and LAAT
advisors from the A&L Company
visit the RF companies and
PF platoons throughout the
province.

On these trips they check for
missing and needed equipment,
adjust A&L rosters and reports

that are not up to date, repair
as many deadlined articles as
possible and arrange paperwork
and shipment for equipment that
must go back to the A&L Com-
pany for repair.

Some of the field units have
difficulty picking up new or re-
paired equipment of part from
the company. When this hap-
pens, the LAAT advisors try
to get helicopters to fly the
supplies out to the field.

Besides keeping frack of the
province's administration and
logistics, the team also shares
the defense for the Xuan Loc
MACYV compound and helps the
A&L unit to upgrade their own
defenses. g

The team is under the opera-
tional control of the Military
Assistance Command Vietnam
(MACV), and receives instruc-
tions from the Long Khanh pro-
vince senior advisor,

Engs. Give
Viets Hel

BIEN HOA (USAF) — Person-
nel of the 3rd Civil Engineering
Squadron, Bien Hoa air base,
recently took up a collection

within the unit to aid Vietnam-
ese employees who lost homes

and relatives during the Com-
munist Lunar New Year offen-
sive,

In a brief office ceremony,
Lieutenant Colonel Airus E.
Bergstrom, squadron command-
er, presented checks to the vic-
tims.

“The decision to take up a
collection for the Vietnamese
was spontaneous on the part of

the men in our squadron,” the
colonel commented. ‘‘Vietnam-
ese employees make up rough-
ly two-thirds of our organization
and we feel that they are very
much a part of our unit.

__Boosy TRAP/
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- Network—Channel 11
(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week of April 10-16, 1968)

(Saigon Area)

Wednesday
1830 News Headlines
Lost In Space
1930 News-Sports-Weather
2000 Hey Susie
Insight
2005 Seventh Fleet
2030 Addams Family
2100 Carol Burnett
2200 Sports-Basketball
Halftime Headlines

Thursday

1830 News Headlines
Voyage To The
Bottom Of The Sea

1930 News-Sports-Weather

2000 Hey Susie
Insight

2005 Information Feature

2030 Dick Van Dyke

2100 Kraft Music Hall

2200 Perry Mason

2300 Update News

2395 Jerry Lewis

Friday

1830 News ' Headlines
wild Wild West

1930 News-Sporis-Weather

2000 Hey Susie

g Insight

2005 Prince Of Peocs

2030 Bewitched

2100 The Lucy Show

2130 Big Picture

2200 Star Trek

2330 Update News

2305 Joey Bishop

Saturday

1230 News Headlines
Mike Douglos

1345 USGA 1967 Highlights

1400 Bob Hope Desert Classic

1500 Sports

1700 Roy Acuif

1730 American Profile

1830 Lawrence Welk -

1930 News-Sports-Weather

2000 Hey Susie

Apr. 10

Apr. 11

Apr. 12

Apr. 13

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300
2305

Sunday
1230

Monday
1830

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300

2305
Tuesday
1830

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300
2305

Seventh Fleet

My Favorite Martian
Jackie Gleason -
Gunsmoke

Update News
Feature Movie

Apr. 14

News Headlines
The Christophers
Sacred -Heart
Prince Of Peace
Feature Movie

Sports

Pat Boone Special
Johnny Midnight
G.E. College Bowl
Danny Thomas Hour
News-Sports-Business
Hey Susie

Window On Vietnam
Young People's Concert
Ed Sullivan

Bonanza

Update - News

Dean Martin

Apr. 15

News Headlines
Daniel Boone
News-Sports-Weather
Hey Susie
Insight

in Town Tonight
My Three Sons
Hollywood Palace
Mission Impossible
Update News
Tonight Show

News Headlines
Big Valley
News-Sports-Weather
Hey Susie
Insight
Biography
Green Acres
Red Skelton
Combat

Update Mews
Feature Movie

Apr. 16

|Beetle Railey

By Mort Walker

My 60sH! 600,000
CARS WERE RECALLED
TO THE FACTORIES
BECAUSE OF DEFECTS

S T ]

THAT REMINDS ME~
SARGE WANTS TO

YES, 5IR, T KNOW.
YOUIRE OUT CHECKING
THE OBSTACLE
COURSE
=N

pnig satane g bury O

Up Country

WELL SIR.. T FIGGERED THE BEST WAY

TO CATCH THE GUY WOT WAS STEALIN
OUR BeER WOULD Be To SET UPA

1. What is the record for most
homers hit by a player in his
major league game?

2. What pitchers have won the

most games in a season since
the National and American
Leagues were organized?
Answers
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Peanuts

{T'S KIND OF
NICE NOT BEING
MANAGER..

ON THE NIGHT BEFORE
OUR GAMES T ALWAYS USED
To LIE AWAKE WORRYING...

T WONPER IF OUR NEW
MANAGER |5 LYING
AWAKE WORRYING...

WELL; WE LOST
QUR FIRST GAME

T (JONDER Hou OUR NEL) MANAGER

!

%ara? pod"

)

—
-

UJELL, I'M NOT AFRAID TO SAY !
WHEN A TEAM LOSES A
GAME, I THINK IT'S THE
FAULT OF THE MANAGER !

%

IF 40U WANT, I'LL BE
GLAD TO TAKE OVER

AS MANAGER AGAIN.....

A KiSS ON THE NOSE, AND
I'M OFF THE HOOK!
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SAIGON (MACV) — As of
March 26, after 11 days of fight-

Ling, Operation Quyet Thang —

piggest Allied offensive of
'gi: Vi?etnam war — American
and Vietnamese units have

."U'.S- killed and 604 wounded,

| TARP

killed 1,842 Comimunists, de-
tained 293 suspects and
' captured 518 individual and 129

. crew-served weapons.

Allied losses have been: 69

ARVN has had 92 killed and 232
wounded.

Quyet Thang, which trans-
lates to Resolved to Win, began
March 11, It is a multi-division
operation involving more than
50,000 U.S. and South Viet-
namese soldiers who are
conducting massive sweeps
around Saigon and five adjacent
provinees.

The cumulative results of the

first seven days of fighting were
821 enemy killed, 165 suspects
detained and 315 individual and
69 crew-served weapons cap-
tured.

There had been 32 U.S. sol-
diers killed and 291 wounded
with ARVN casualties being
reported as light.

The overall mission of the
operation is to search out and
destroy enemy elements within

the operational boundaries of
Gia Dinh Long An, Hau Nghia,
Binh Duong and Bien Hoa
provinces as well as Saigon,
Forces involved in the opera-
tion include elements of the 1st,

9th and 25th U.S. Infantry Divi--

sions. Vietnamese units are
elements of the 5th and 25th
ARVN Infantry Divisions and
two task forces, plus personnel
of the National Police forces.

Tet Aggression

Relief Project

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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SALVO—Giant eight-inch guns of the cruiser Canberra

s o %

send 600 pounds of steel toward enemy targets.

Remembers Destruction, But . ..

{(USN PHOTO By JOC R. D. Moeser)

Town Won't Turn Back Clock

LONG BINH (II FFV) — The

village of Ben Suc ‘‘died” a
year ago during Operation Ce-
dar Falls, Scores of articles,
columns and even a book, have
been written about the ‘mili-
tary inhumanity” which de-
stroyed the settlement.

Yet, today, happy villagers
Wwho made the exodus would
not turn back the clock.

Cedar Falls was intended to
raze the area known as the
Iron Triangle, some 25 miles
north of Saigon. The area had
b_Ben a Viet Cong sanctuary
since 1965 and was the political-
military headquarters which
soverned VC terrorist activities
in and around Saigon.

Since the area was of critical
ilitary importance it was de-
cidgd to drain the ‘“sea” in
Which the VC “fish” swam.

- - .

Although there were no hamlets
in the dense jungle area of the
Iron Triangle, Ben Suc, along
with three small hamlets, was
located on the sides of the tri-
angle. A total of 6,000 Viet-
namese were in the “fire zone.”

Two days prior to the opera-
tion, the military sacrificed
surprise to warn the villagers
of the impending actions. Thou-
sands of leaflets were dropped
telling the people where to
gather for evacuation.

On moving day, members of
Vietnamese and U.S. units
worked side-by-side helping
families load their furniture,
bedding, livestock and pets
aboard Navy landing craft and
Army helicopters for the move
to a hastily-built camp which
had been constructed at Phu
Cuong.

As the refugees arrived in the
camp they were given food,
clothing and medical treatment
by Vietnamese and American
organizations.

After living in the camp for
almost four months, the re-
fugees were moved again, but
this time to a carefully planned
village situation on land cleared
by U.S. Army engineers.

The Binh Hoa hamlet, near
the village of Lai Thieu in Binh
Duong province, presently has
800 homes housing approximate-
ly 4,000 persons. Around 80 per
cent of the inhabitants are from
Ben Suc.

The extreme high ratio of
women and children to men is
indicative that most of the men
were either Viet Cong or cap-
tured by the VC. More than
half of the refugees are children

and there are twice as many
women as men. Yet this is
slowly changing as more of the
Ben Suc men return to their
families as official and unoffi-
(Continued on Back Page)

lies Rack Foe In Massive Sweep

Numerous weapons and am-
munition caches have been
discovered. One such cache,
found by the 25th U.S. Division
March 18 was situated 12 miles
north of Saigon. It contained 24
motors for the 7-mile range
122mm rocket and 12 rocket-
warheads.

Elements of the 35th ARVN
Ranger Battalion killed 21 ene-
my March 19 five miles south
of Saigon in a five-hour fight.

“The Rangers were supported by

tactical aircraft and artillery.

Ranger casualties were light.
The 9th ARVN Airborne Bat-
(Continued on Back Page)

PSYOPS
Triggers

Defection

CAMP ENARI (USA)—Acting -
as a psychological catalyst, the
4th Division’s Psychological Op-
erations (PSYOPS) team recent-
ly triggered the 9th Battalion,
66th North Vietnamese Regiment -
commander’s turn to the Repub-
lic of South Vietnam.

The Hoi Chanh, Captain Vu
Nhu Y, was spurred te his deci-
sion by repeated agony and
death in the jungled highlands
on missions for what he de-
scribed as a lost cause. He
checked the leaflets dropped by
the PSYOPS team and listened
carefully to the aerial loudspeak-
er’'s taped recordings of other
Hoi Chanhs. Early in Eebruary,
his decision made, he arrived at
Dak To, willing to explain face-
to-face to local villagers ‘‘the

-NVA pursuit of a hopless strug-

gle and a useless death.”

In his initial interview, Cap-
tain Y said that he was touched
very deeply by Dr. Le Vinh
Can’s recent emotional state-
ment, justifying his turn to the
South Vietnamese Government,
distributed in leaflet form by the
PSYOPS team. Under the staff
supervision of the G-5 section
the PSYOPS team, headed by
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick H.
Foster, plans and coordinates the
tapes and leaflets - statements,
distributing its material in
known and suspected NVA/VC
areas. :

When a Hoi Chanh makes a
statement, it is quickly translat-
ed, then reproduced as a leaflet
with his portrait cs the front
page. Distribution is made by
the 9th Air Commando Squad-
ron, coordinated by the PSYOPS
Support Center in Pleiku.

In his statement, Captain Y
said that his comrades ‘*‘are in
the shadow of death’ but there
is a good life planned by the
South Vietnamese government in
which they will be well-treated; "
in summary he said that “This
is the best method I know of to
end the war.” Since Colonel
Foster has run the PSYOPS
team, there have been 22 major
Hoi Chanhs come in, a strong
record for an important cause.

Viet Unit Issued M-16s

BAN ME THOUT (USA) —
The 23rd ARVN Infantry Divi-
sion here has received an issue
of the much anticipated M-16
rifles.

“We have been waiting for
these a long time,” said First
Lieutenant Larry Stewart”, ad-
visor to one of the battalions
which received the new rapid
firing weapons.

“The M-16 is so much more
effective than the assortment of
weapons the men formerly car-

ried, and they are very accurate
with them,” he continued.

Lieutenant Stewart explained
that the division had a training
program set up to familiarize the
soldiers with their new weapons.
The course requires about a day
and a half for the individual
soldier to complete.

“I think the spirit of the men
in this division went up several
notches when they received M-
16s,” Lieutenant Stewart con-
cluded. 3
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‘Death Souvenirs

American servicemen have traditionally carried home
souvenirs and mementos from faraway places. Little
brothers stare in awe while family, friends and sweet-
hearts behold the unfamiliar merchandise with apprecia-
tion, '

But many servicemen introduce their family and
loved ones to souvenirs that are dangerous, life-taking
munitions not proven free of explosive qualities.

Statistics prove that in hundreds of cases death,
crippling injuries and ' lifelong - anguish have resulted
from these “innocent” souvenirs. How many more lives
hang precariously in the balance is a matter of con-
jecture. .

It may be a harmless-looking grenade or an unspent;
round from a bazooka—it doesn’t matter. The fact re-

mains, death stalks those unsuspecting individuals who
handle this hardware. :

It’s true many of these souvenirs become forgotten
and find their way to rec room mantles, dens or even

L

attics and storerooms. But they are always there, posing
the same threat. The right set of circumstances is all
that’s needed to unleash maiming crippling or even death
to the unwary,

So how does a serviceman avoid harm to his loved
ones? Very simple. Any military police activity can ex-
amine a potential death-dealing weapon and give advice
on its safety. Or they may recommend that proper
ordnance disposal authorities take a, look at it. These
are men specially trained in all types of explosives
used in weapons systems. They can certify the safe or
hazardous condition of any munitions souvenir. They
can also make it safe.

The question every serviceman who intends to take
home a potentially dangerous weapon should ask: “Is
it worth 1t?” ;

“Have I made certain the weapon is free from ex-
plosives?” Have the proper authorities examined the
weapon and certified as to its safety?” Be certain. Be

April 3, 19

Justin Case
You Have -
Not Heard

Second Asidn
Tours For AF

WASHINGTON — Some Air
Force EM undoubtedly will be
ordered to second tours in SEA
(Southeast Asia) sometime in
the spring of ’68. Air Force
states only a limited number of
people in the Munitions Mainfe-
nance (461X0), Construction
Equipment Operator = (551X1),
‘and Air Freight/Passenger
(605XX) are to be affected,

So if you are tabbed fo re-
turn, says Air Force, you know
that it is only because all other
qualified eligibles in your eca-
reer field have already served
a tour’fin SEA. (The Airman)

: & £

Advisory Duty
Combat Credit

WASHINGTON — Army offi-
cer serving as-advisors to com-
manders of Republic of Viet-
nam units o- as advisors to
Province or District Chiefs will
be given credit for command in
combat commensurate with the
advisor’s grade.

Department of the Army has
instructed Promotion and Se-
lection Board to give full recog-
nition to this type of advisory
duty.

Officers assigned as staff,
technical, and school advisors
will not be granted command
credit. (AD)

*

# &

Assignmenf
Policy Fixed

. WASHINGTON—Soldiers with
six months remaining in-service
are eligible for overseas as-
signments or inter-theater
transfer, according teo Depart-
ment of the Army message
848395,

Men with units deploying to

safe. (AEPS)

Vietnam can go if they have 90

Washington, D.C.

top military assignment:

any commander,

his post as Commander of the Militar
nam, to become Army Chief of Sta
Johnson made the announcement at a Tecent news conference § -

General Westmoreland will succee
who is expected to retire when his term expires July 1.
Commander of all U.S. troops in Vietnam since Aug. 1, 19

the general issued this statement on his nomination for the Arm- of %

“This feeling is particularly true in my
befor(_a the battle is over and peace is restored to the people of thif
heau‘tlful lau_ld which has been so torn by Communist aggression

-‘The Vietnamese people will remain in my heart and I si
continue to support eur objectives here to

Top Army Post |
For MACV CG |

“I am henored to be nominated by the Commander-in.Chi
follow such a distinguished officer as General Harold Kt?r.]l (I]lhﬁgtl)?f'
chief of staff of the United States Army, an institution which
have been privileged to serve for almo
tinue fo serve to the utmost of my capability,

“At the same time, I must of course
at leaving my present command—a nat

days left to serve. (AD)

Patriotic Mother's Letter Backs

SAIGON (MACY) This
headquarters receives many
letters daily from Americans

tp al_l the se:vicemen who are
fighting for her family and for
freedom:

and friends around the world

expressing their support for our
men and mission in Vietnam,

Recently Mrs. M. L. Cunning-
ham of Spokane, Wash., a
homemaker with three young-
sters, wrote the following letter
expressing her deep gratitude

To Our
seas,

I am writing this to you as
a gesture of appreciation, for
all you are going thru over
there for us, in o der to main-
tain all we hold dear.

You didn’t ask for this war,

Beloved Men Over-
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THAT "B"

but you are willing to fight and
even die, in order to preserve
the ideals of peace and free-
dom.

There isn’t very much we
back home can do to show our
appreciation to you, except to
carry on, and fight anything
that threatens our beloved coun-
try from within, in order to pre-
serve the homeland, and ideals
here, that you can be proud
and happy to come back to.

Some of us may appear to be
indifferent at times, but please
believe me when I say, I know
that the ‘large majority” are
vevy interested, concerned, and
aware of the heavy hurden you
are carrying,

Everywhere:1 go, everyone I
talk to has you uppermost in
their minds and hearts. You are
our sons, brothers, fathers, and
hushands in a foreign country
fighting and dying.

We live under the shadow af
your enormous sacrifices, We
are a huge family that can nev-
er be complete again, until you
are all home again in peace,
with us, :

U .S.
Altho our ideas may vary as
to the war itself, we are behind

you 100 per cent and are very
proud of all of you.

Even if you are alone and
have no one back home, you
are a mother’s son, and a na-
tive son, that makes you our
son too. You are not alone.
‘Each time we hear of the lives
lost over there, we die a little
inside for them and send up a
little prayer, then send another
for those remaining,

Please believe what I say; I
am bwriting this in all sincerity,
hqpmg . some small way it
will help you to know that your
effarts are very much appre-
ciated by us back home and we
could never turn our backs and
forget you.

We lm_:e you — you are part
of our big family far away from
home. We want you back as
S00n_as possible. You are very
precious to us. May God go
with you, and remain with you
always.

Wl_th_our sincerest love, ap-
preciation, and best wishes.

Mrs. M.L. Cunningham

“Up Country”

RS ; b
WHY NOT £ THE CAPN SAID THIC MORNING
COMPANY NeeDs AN INTERPETER /

Service: LBJ

WASHINGTON — Federall
agencies have been directed by
the President to do the follow:\

ing: ;

1) Expand Veterans Admini :._

stration service in Vietnam.

2) Expand VA counseling 4
107 additional separation basesf

and 66 additional hospitals.

3) Open 20 new
Veteran's Assistance Centers.

4) Double DOD participation

in Project 100,000.

5) Extend Project Transition
to all major troop installations.

6) Continue top priority ef-’
fort of Department of Labor 10|
assist returning veterans with [

personal job-help contracts.

7) Double the VA’s training
program for medical personn
to 80,000 specialists annually.

five levels of Federal
Service of returning veterans
who agree to pursue education
brograms in their spare timeé
These veterans would not have
to compete in regular U.S. Ciyl
Service Commission Examina
tions. (AD)

d General Harold K. Johns

st 32 years and will ¢qg

admit to a feeling of regrg
ural feeling on the part g

case sinee I am leavip

13|

the best of my ability, 3

TR T

vy Assistance Command, Vig "as-is L e hie
ff effective in July. Preside

i The SLF, operating off the

I It was found about 3l miles

© projectiles, and 31—122mm rock-
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| pace Problem

M . .
. DA NANG (USMC) — The
most valuable thing that Marine
edium Helicopter Squadron-363

‘34D Sea Horse helicopter squad-
yon is one of two air components
of the Marine Corps SLF (Spe-
¢ial Landing Force).

coast of South Vietnam, consists
o pattalion landing team and
wo helicopter squadrons that

e

Airborne Unit
Captures Arms

" I CORPS (BIEN HOA)—Ele-
.-~'m:nts of the®th ARVN Airborne
 Battalion participating in Opera-
. tion Quyet Thang, recently cap-

. tured one of the largest enemy
;'-%muhiﬁon caches of the war.

northeast of Hoc Mon in Gia
' Dinh Province. !

] Dl%ll:e huge cache 13—80 to 100
pound cases of TNT and plastic
. explosives, 30—75mm recoiless
" yifle rounds, 138—B-40 rockets,
. 1200—$2mm and 60mm mortar

- et rounds.

On lwo

make up a mobile amphibious-
heliborne sirike force afloat.
Their field of operations ranges
from the demilitarized zones to
southern portions of the repub-
lic.

Home for the squadrons is the
USS Iwo Jima, a specially de-
signed helicopter aircraft car-
rier, Its 826-foot flight deck has
taken over for the more than
3,000-foot of runway used at the
Marble Mountain air facility
where they were the medevac
squadron. :

The problems faced by a heli-
copter squadron in a combat
zone are many but landing on
the pitching deck of an aircraft
carrier with its close quarters is
still another problem. Because of
space limitations, maintenance
‘crews cannot start the engines
below deck, and rotor blade
tests must be done ‘‘top-side’.

When parts are needed, they
must be flown in from Marble
Mountain. :

The squadron has made a re-
cord number of bad weather
radar controlled landings and
night landings since their tour
commenced aboard the Iwo
Jima,

i board helicopters on the USS Iwo Jima.
e o s (USMC PHOTO By Cpl Joe Brand)

. CAN THO (USA) —‘So you
" have just arrived in Vietnam?
. Good luck on your tour. And
~ while we are on the subject of

* Juck, perhaps you will be one

" of those fortunate people who

. receive assignments in ‘‘se-
. cure” areas like Saigon, Vung
~ Tau or Can Tho.

. In these cities and several
others, one can feel relatiwf'ely
safe from Viet Cong sniper

. sights and other natural perils

~ of the battlefield (most of the
- time, anyway).
However, don’t count your

' One Man Secret

lucky stars yet. You too, may
become a cyclo casualty.

What in the world is a cyclq?
Perhaps this short story will
enlighten you. One young re-
placement had been in country
only a few days when he was
Jed  away to the dispensary
suffering from a rare battle
fatigue. He had gone downtown
for 25-minutes on one of many
- missions. But that short trip
was enough to shake his sanity
to the breaking point. He had
become another cyclo victim.

A ecyclo is a one man secret

Joint Effort

NHA TRANG (USAF)—Coor-
dination between an Air Force
Advisory Team, a civilian hos-
pital, the Vietnamese Air Force
and a U.S. Air Force hospital
is credited with saving the life
of 14 year-old Tran Du of Nha
Trang.

Increase VA

one-stop

8) Permit hiring in the first =
Civil

CHEASELERERE L

The teenager was recently
accident and suffered a com-
pound skull fracture which re-
quired immediate neurc-surgi-
cal attention. .

_Unable to provide the inten-
sive care required to save the
youngster’s life, the Nha Trang
Province Hospital contacted Air
Force Advisory Team-Six
(AFAT-6) and asked for med-
ical evacuation assistance.
The only medical unit in the

involved in a serious vehicle

Saves Child
area having the facilities to
help Tran Du was the 12th
USAF Hospital- at Cam Ranh
Bay air base. Arrangements
were quickly made by AFAT-6
through the 215th Vietnamese
Helicopter Squadroh to air eva-
cuate Tran Du to Cam R;:}h
Bay. He was delivered by civil-
ian - ambulance to ‘the Viet-
namese Air Force ramp where
First Lieutenant Nguyen Van
Than piloted an H-34 helicopter
to the 12th USAF Hospital.

The helicopter landed 45 min-
utes after the call from the
province hospital to AFAT-6.

A week after Tran Du entered
the hospital he was still under
intensive care; however, his
condition was considered im-

weapon designed to annoy,
frustrate, baffle and drive thou-
sands of nervous servicemen to
a premature tenure at the Old
Soldier’s Home.

It is a three-wheeled carriage
propelled by either two strong,
wiry legs or by a }wo-horse-
power washing machine motor
mounted on a bike.

Compounding its effectiveness
against American servicemen,
is the fact that the cyclo is
often disguised as a persom}el
carrier for the general public.
Veteran ecyclo watchers have
seen ecycloes carry six to eight
people at one time. They also
have been observed lugging
pigs and vegetables to market,
and hauling empty beverage
bottles and sand bags.

Still, the cyclo is consid_ere_d
a deadly weapon though it is
not a vehicle normally associ-
ated with the VC or the regulars
from the north. Its operator can
send a bolt of fear into the

" heart of the ‘stoutest U.S. mili-

tary driver, whether he _be
armed with such light equip-
ment as a jeep or a heavier
vehicle—like a 5-ton truck.

Their maneuvers are incredi-
ble, feinting in and out, sudden
thrusts here, a jab there and
the motor pool is minus another
set of wheels. As an infantry-
man, you wouldn’t stand a
chance against these terrifying,
traffic tormentors.

proved.

Cyclo operators are trained

' everyone.

in wheel-to-wheel combat, with
rigid tests in the field. To pass
the course, the operator must
be proficient in dodging pot
holes, and at the same time,
cause others to bhog down in
ditches beside the road.

The Cyclo School’s honor
graduate is the driver who can
stage a frontal attack on two
deuce-and-a-halves; make only
one pass causing major damage
to both, and get away with not
as much as a scratched spoke.

Although the school graduates
thousands each year, applicants
are still hand picked. The pri-
mary requirement is that they
must have a total disregard for

How does today’s serviceman
protect himself from these de-
mon Ben Hurs? Simple, you
might say, just stay beyond
their maximum range. Nice try,
but the cyclo force took this
defensive strategy into consid-
eration, and its Intelligence
Section has come up with a
counteroffensive move.

It has enlisted into its ranks
uncountable scores of bicycles,

motor bikes and scooters, and

A eapon Frustrates Gls

the equally dangerous mini-bus,
the Lambretta. Together they
program -their field of opera-
tions in and around hamlets,
villages and towns where Amer-
icans are known to abound.

They attack the unsuspecting
soldier from all sides, overrun
his position, and leave him a
total wreck. After such an as-
sault, some victims rant and
rave, while others just sit
stunned with a look of disbelief
on their faces; just like the time
when they were first told there
was no Santa Claus.

How then do we overcome
this menacing adversary? You
‘could rent a helicopter and fly
above the enemy’s domain, or
you could try the pacification
program . . . learn to live with
them. But the best way to
defeat the dreaded cyclo men-
ace is to use the facilities on
post as much as possible,

Finally, if you are an opti-
mist, you can always cling to
the hope that the cyclo will one
day evolve into some creature
we know how to cope with . . «
like a Yellow Cab. '

Navy Captures

MY THO (USN) — A ‘‘new”
type vessel has joined the fleet
of mighty mite river patrol
boats (PBRs) operating on the

My Tho and Ham Luong Rivers

*

SR

Two members of River Section 534 proudly display their captured Viet Cong sampan,

(NAVY PHOTO By PH3 F. C. West)

VC ‘Craft’

in the Mekong Delta.

Officially, it is known as the
USS Xin Loi to the men of
River Section 534. But chances
are you will not find it register=
ed with the Navy Department.

USS Xin Loi (which loosely
translates “‘sorry about that’)
is a captured Viet Cong sampan
the PBR men use for transport-
ing passengers, mail and light
cargo. ¢

The Xin Loi was picked up
on a recent night patrol in a
small canal off the Ham Luong
River after being abandoned by
jts fleeing occupants. :

Lieutenant R.M. Wolin, offi-
cer-in-charge of River Section
534, selected one of the almost
new, 22-foot motorized sampans
for the section’s ‘‘administra-
tion” boat. It became the USS
Xin Loi after a few minor re-
pairs and a stern alteration to
accommodate a variety of out-
board engines and a traditional
christening,
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Viet Scout Wise
To Cong Habits

CHU LAI (USMC) — Kit Car-

son was a successful scout for

one reason — he knew where
and how to find Indians. Tieu
Viet Ba doesn’t wear buckskin,
but he knows where and how to
find the Viet Cong.

Marines of a combined action
platoon, located near Chu Lai,
boast of their Kit Carson scout
and their pride in Ba is sup-
ported by productive statistics.

Sergeant Donald E. Williams,
NCOIC of the CAP unit, has
grown to know and admire his
ex-Viet Cong comrade as a
friend. According to the Leath-
erneck, Ba became a Viet Cong
as a teenager, fighting for the
Communists for four years.

His success as a VC can only
be measured by his ability to
stay alive. Ba is now 22 years
old. He has experienced the ex-
tremes of both sides of the Viet-
nam conflict. Sergeant Williams
says that Ba does not like to
talk about his life as a VC. He
regards himself as having been
a ftraitor in the eyes of his
country and wants to do every-
thing possible to redeem him-
self. The CAP Marines say Ba
has evened the score since join-
ing them.

As an enemy, he circulated
in the CAP’s a_ea near Chu Lai,
learning the enemy techniques
of warfare and their choices of
hideouts. Since the beginning of
the year, he nas uncovered and
helped destroy more than 50
Viet Cong.

Operating as a guerrilla unit
outside their compound, the Ma-
rines and Popular Force troops
work at night, raiding, patrol-
ling and ambushing the Viet
Cong which Ba points out to
them,

The unit’s primary source of
success this year has been Ba's
old VC rest and retraining cen-
ter. The offensive, according to
Sergeant Williams, was no big
strategic problem. Ba knew ex-
actly how to get there undetect-
ed, and how to sweep the vil-
lage successfully. The CAP unit
did not suffer a single casualty.

veteran of Vietnam, has placed
his full confidencc in his scout,
and explained their operation
this way: !
“Ba speaks very little Eng-
lish. But I was an interpreter
before coming to the 1st Com-
bined Action Group, so we have
no trouble communicating. He
and I plan our offensives ac-
cording to my intelligence re-
ports and his knowledge of VC
tactics and other information.,
“We have 6,000 villagers liv-
ing right outside our compound
gate. They depend upon us for
protection, so Ba easily gathers
what information they have.
“On the trail or in the jun-
gle, he knows his business. We
can harass, overrun, or bypass.
Viet Cong guerrillas with his
Help, depending upon our mis-
sion. I couldn’t want a better

aid, or friend.”

Sergeant Williams a two-year -

RANH BAY (USAF)—
T&A;Ery' of an Air Force sentry
dog would make even the
pravest man cringe. Espec‘}ally
if that dog was Hieno, “The
meanest dog in the Air Force,

' according to his handler Airman
. First Class Morgan C. Hess.
. Hieno, a 99-pound German
' ghepherd, and handler now
- patrol the perimeter of Cam
" Ranh Bay air base. They are
* assigned to the 12th Tactlf:al
Fighter Wing‘sti security police
dog section. :
seﬁg tea%n first met when Air-
man Hess volunteered for sentry
~ dog training. Hieno had estab-
" lished a reputation as ‘bemg
~ overly aggressive. The airman,
2 novice but determined trainee,
took command and won the
dog’s confidence, then his re-
spect. :
p“I..ike all sentry -dogs,” .he
comments, ‘‘Hieno has a ‘mmd
of his own. He is very individual-
istic but he works for me with
no problem because I have
treated him kindly and I never
him fear.”
sh'(I)‘;:e team trained together and
three-year-old sentry dog com-
pleted the obedience, scouting,
post utilization and obstacle
course training without a single
isforfune.
. mﬁgn Airman Hess ‘received
. orders for Vietnam. Policy states
that sentry dog handlers, when
transferred to Vietnam, will re-
train a new dog either in Japan
or the Philippines. Since he had
been the only man able to work
" Hieno, the dog was to be put
away,
Hg wrote Tactical Air Com-
mand headquarters requesting
permission to have Hieno

 Hieno—Meanest
| AF Sentry Dog?

airman said. “I fed Hieno prior
to taking off from McChord Air
Force Base and the airlines
placed him in the baggage com-
partment of the same plane I
was aboard.” :

“Hieno didn’t have a bit of
trouble during the flight. I
thought he might get airsick,
but he came through real well,”
he stated.

The two arrived at Cam Ranh
Bay and immediately went to
work on the outer perimeter of
the base.

What about Hieno's aggres-
siveness? “Well, I am sure”I
won’t have to urge him on.

gg,;
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| a | a r shipped with him to Vietnam.
Headquarters concurred and the
two were on their way to the.

war zone together.
“There weren’'t too many

Ferocious

Story and Photos by:

U.S. Air Force guard on the perimeter,

Helping Orphans

CAM RANH BAY (USAF) —
The Protestant Men of the
Chapel (PMOC) at Cam Ranh
Bay air base are starting an
orphanage for the 400 orphans
living in Cam Ranh City.

Some time ago the group was
looking for a project which
would benefit the people of the
city. Colonel Nguyen Binh Bang,
mayor of Cam Ranh City, in-
dicated that one of the greatest
needs was a home for the many
orphans.

The mayor gave the PMOC
an excellent tract of land for
the construction of the home.
Because of the scope of the
project, it was decided to or-
ganize a formal board of diree-
tors for the orphanage.

Lieutenant Colonel
Brian, 12th Tactical Fighter
Wing chaplain, contacted  the
Reverend Sam James, a South-
ern Baptist missionary in Sai-
gon, who agreed to accept the
position of chairman of the
board of directors. The second
member of the board is Le Tat
Hao, a lawyer in Saigon, who
has been instrumental in work-
ing out the legal details of the
proposed orphanage.

The third member of the

Sam E,

BUY U.S.
SAVINGS
BONDS

board is Tran Huu Ham, direec-
tor of social welfare for Cam
Ranh City. He also acts as the
mayor’'s representative on the
hoard. :

Now that all the legal aspects
of the project are finalized, the
big need is for money. To date,
more than $8,000 has been re-
ceived and construction of the
first unit will begin when the
PMOC has raised $10,000.

Even though the project is be-
ing sponsored by the Air Force
men at Cam Ranh Bay, Chap-
lain Brian recently accepted a
check for $908 from Army per-
sonnel stationéed at Cam Ranh
Bay.

Anyone wishing to make a
contribution to the orphanage
should send it to the Cam Ranh
Bay Christian Orphanage, Box
77, APO San Francisco 96325.

AF Pull Rapid Rescue

BIEN HOA (USAF) — An Air
Force rescue helicopter crew
from Bien Hoa air base needed 1
only six minutes recently to
scramble from their alert pad,
pick up a downed pilot and re-
turn to the base.

The HH-13 Huskie crew, as-
signed to Detachment 6, 38th
Aerospace Rescue and Recov-
ery Squadron, was airborne im-
mediately following notification
that First Lieutenant William
V. Tomlinson Jr. had ejected
from his F-100 Supersabre just
west of the base.

Arriving on the scene, the
crew, commanded by Major
Keaver Holley III, set the chop-

The tubes of 105mm lightweight howitzers are seen firing at maximum elevation.
{USA PHOTO

SAIGON (USA) — An esti-
mated 10,000 people here will
soon be able to sleep with a
roof over their heads and four
walls around them for the first
time since Tet,

An international task force is
working toward this goal at
Petrus Ky Triangle in this capi-
tal city's Cholon section. Viet-
namese, - Americans and Ko-

reans are rushing completion of

per down in a field and rescued
Lieutenant Tomlinson.

Upon returning to the air
base, he was examined by Air
Force medical personnel and
returned to flying status.

“Lieutenant Tomlinson and I
served together at our last
base, Cannon AFB, N.M.,” com-
mented the major, “but this
was the first time we had got-
ten together in Vietnam. Al-
though there didn’t appear to
be any enemy forces in the
area he seemed in a hurry
when he boarded the chopper.”

The lieutenant, serving on a
voluntary extention of his com-
bat tour, has flown more than
400 missions. '

New Units Rise In Cholon

1,500 housing units.

The units will form a semi-
permanent camp to shelter re-
fugees until new multi-storied
housing is completed in burned
out sections of Cholon.

U.S. Army Headquarters Area
Command’s (USAHAC) Civic
Action Office, headed by Lieu-
tenant Colonel James F. Bodine,
has  overall responsibility for
the project. The colonel ex-
plained how the project began:

“At first we supplied security
for civilian convoys going to
Vietnamese warehouses in non-
secure areas of the city. They
picked up food, cooking uten-
sils, and sleeping mats to be
distributed to the refugees.

“Later, we were asked to as-
sist in getting lumber for tem-
porary . refugee shelters. We
managed to procure over half
a million board feet for them.”

The colonel divided Saigon
refugees into two groups. One,
those who will stay in tempo-
rary camps until money and
supplies are furnished to con-
struct their own homes. Group
two, he said, are those refugees
who will be living in the semi-
permanent camps until the new
multi-storied housing is com-
pleted. :

Colonel Bodine continued,

“The 33rd Vietnamese Air
Force Wing donated 10,000
board-feet of lumber, 200,000
piasters, and is constructing 200

wood-frame tents in the camp,
“The U.S. Air Force is pro

viding an advisor. to the Viet
namese group, a heavy road
lg;ader and a rough-terrain fork
ift.

“Koreans are furnishing bull:
dozers and a front-end loader
plus operators for their heavy
equipment.

“Our U.S. Agency for Inter
national Development has given
11,000 pounds of cement and
promised tin and lumber to use
on the houses.

“USAHAC is providing about
eight trucks a day to haul ma-
terial, a road grader, drivers,
power saws, lumber, a cement
mixer and several Vietnamese
skilled labor supervisors. Labor
is being furnished by the re
fugees themselves and different
Vietnamese student groups.”

The Petrus Ky Semi-Permas
nent Refugee Camp is the first
of its kind in the Saigon-Cholon
area, Another such camp i
said to be in the planning stage
now for the Cong Hoa Stadium
in Cholon,
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HILCAG provide bathing facilities for victim

of them children — were made
homeless by the fighting. They
were taken into the Holy See
church grounds and housed in

S

the six building of a Cao Dai

elementary school. There troops

from PHILCAG = shared ad-

ministration of the temporary
refugee setlement with a com-
mittee of Cao Dai elders.

The Filipinos constructed
water distribution points,
latrines and kitchens. They
trucked in bathing and drinking
water, as well as stocks of rice,
bulgur and cooking oil. Also food
was sent by the 199th U.S. Light
Infantry Brigade and the First
Brigade of the 25th U.S. Infantry
Division. PHILCAG assigned a

hRE

A S i

s of Communist attacks.

doctor, a nurse and a dentist
who cared for as many as 300
patients daily in a makeshift dis-
pensary.

The medical team gave im-
munization injections for cholera
and plague to all refugees.

Students enrolled in health
education classes conducted by
PHILCAG doctors at the public
high school joined with Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts in help-
ing to look after the refugees.

CORDS and all provincial
services provided logistic sup-
port and specialized assistance.
The Vietnamese Information
Service published a daily news-
paper for the refugees, produced
informative leaflets and set up

L

Scars of enemy destruction begin to fade from this rubble-strewn village as

A PHILCAG physician examines a

loudspeakers to relay news
broadcasts. A Revolutionary
Development team, one of 15
working in the province, helped
erect supplemental shelters and
went among the refugees deter-
mining their needs.

But the able-bodied among the
refugees spent little time at the
refugee center. Daily they went
back to Long My to work long
hours raking through the ruins
of their houses. Assisted by
their more fortunate neighbors,
they leveled their sites and set
to work rebuilding.

On Feb. 29, the CORDS of-
fice in Tay Ninh received the
shipment of U.S. AID-imported
cement and roofing to enable the

neighbors

refugees to speed up work on
their new homes.

The province chief handed out
the first payment of the 1,495+
000-piaster rebuilding fund pro-
vided by the Government of
Vietnam. On nearly all 280 sites
of razed homes the sound of
hammers and saws and the
shouts of neighbors working to-
gether signified that Long My’s
part of the nationwide Operation
Recovery was in full swing.

So fast is the construction pro-
ceeding that the province chief
and his co-workers from PHIL-
CAG and CORDS are certain the

refugee camp at the Cao Dai

school can be dismantled within
30 days.

work together in the massive tas

refugee at the center set up in the Cao Dai school.

Story & Photos
By
Vietnam

Feature Service

k of reconstruction, .
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Vietnamese Airborne

SAIGON (USA) — The mold-
ing of a young Vietnamese ci-
vilian into a trained airborne
soldier like everything else in
wartime has accelerated into a
tremendous pace.

At the Vietnamese Airborne
Division Jump School (near Sai-
gon) the intensified training is
condensed into a three-week
course of rigorous and extreme-
ly demanding training.

The school is modeled after
Fort Benning’s Airborne School,
and conducts similar training,
in that the classes are divided
into three phases: ground week,
tower week and jump week.
The students are awarded their
jump wings upon successful
completion of the course, hav-
ing made six qualifying jumps
from the C-47 (four jumps) and
C-123 (two jumps) aircraft,

The school currently has the
capability of handling 300 stu-
dents per class.

The school was organized in
1955. Since that time it has
graduated more than 130 air-
_borne classes qualifying nearly
18,000 parachutists. It has con-
tinually met requirements for
replacements throughout the di-
vision although the original fa-
cilities were designed to support
only one airborne brigade of
four battalions. The advisory
detachment, in conjunction with
the MACV Training Directorate

has obtained official
tion of the school.

Another phase of the school
is the Airborne Division Jump-
master School, It is a 17-week
course of instruction. The school
is capable of handling 40 stu-
dents at one time and is far
moze complex than the U.S.
version. The Vietnamese con-
cept of a jumpmaster is a cross
between a parachute rigger,
free-fall expert, and the U.S.
concept of jumpmaster.

The airborne division, com-
manded by Major General Du
Quoc Dong, constitutes the gen-
eral reserve of the Vietnamese
General Staff. Also, it main-
tains a continuous capability of
conducting parachute assault,
air landed, or airmobile opera-
tions throughout the Republic of
Vietnam in support of combat
operations in each Corps Tac-
tical Zone. The division uses
the task force concept of three
task forces of three battalions
each. Also, it has its own artil-
lery battalion of 105mm how-
itzers. The division’s base camp
is located at Tan Son Nhut.

Entirely made up of volun-
teers, - the unit is completely
armed with the new automatic
M-16 rifle. The division has its
own organie 50-bed hospital
which has been expanded to
handle as many as 200 patients
in an emergency.

recogni-

~Story By Capt William A. Knapp, USA
MACV Photos By SFC A.E. Wakefield

-

Patatrooper trainee exiting from the 34-foot tower.

s

S

Inclined ramp fraining is used to sim

Trainin

S

Mock door training teaches proper aircraft jump procedures.
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TUY HOA (USAF) — An Air
Force medical specialist with
the 31st U.S. Air Force Dis-
pensary here, recently went to
the aid of 11 Vietnamese civil-
jans who were injured when the
pus in which they were riding
struck an enemy Imine,

Six other Vietnamese were
killed in the same mishap and
one died later in a hospital.

Sergeant Anthony J. Beasley
was a passenger in the convoy
returning from Qui Nhon when
the lead jeep stopped with
mechanical problems. As the
men were working on the ve-
hicle, a Vietnamese bus passed
the convoy. ‘“‘About ‘a half mile
down the road, it hit the mine,”

- Sgt Treats Viets
. Injured By Mine

the sergeant said.

Racing to the scene, the medic
found that five Vietnamese had
been killed in the initial explo-
sion. “I tried to do what I could
by treating the wounded with
tourniquets and morphine while
we called for medevac chop-
pers,” he continued. Despite his
efforts, one of the wounded, a
small child, died in the medic’s
arms. :

After the helicopters arrived,
the wounded were flown to the
91st Evacuation Hospital at Phu
Hiep near Tuy Hoa for treat-
ment. One died prior to arrival
but the other 10 are alive and
recovering thanks to Sergeant
Beasley.

lll CTZ Reopens Schools

450,000 Students Expected

LONG BINH (II FF)—Schools
in the III Co.ps Tactical Zone
were to have resumed opera-
tions at pre-Tet levels Monday.
This information was relayed to
the OBSERVER last week by
the Education Branch of Civil
Operations and Revolutionary
Development Support (CORDS).

“Damage to schools in the
area is reportedly less than
earlier estimates made after the
Tet offensive,” said Dr. Charles
D. Parker, who heads CORDS
Education Branch in III CTZ.

Half of the schools re-opened
within two weeks after the of-
fensive, and Doctor Parker re-
ported extreme cooperation and
enthusiasm at the provincial
level. Province officials said 65
of the =zone's 430 elementary
schools were damaged.

“CORDS personnel have en-

couraged schools to remain open
and continue implementing their
1968 programs,’” Doctor Parker
continued. “We're expect-
ing more than 450,000 students
back - in school in III CTZ.”

Some of the schools in the
corps area are nov housing re-
fugees. Temporary shelters will
be erected for classrooms until
new homes are .completed.

The Government of Vietnam
has allocated building materials
for those left homeless by the
attacks, but distribution prob-
lems have reportedly delayed
construction.

“We feel that we can recover
with ease,”” Doctor Parker said.
“CORDS is making an all out
effort to assist provincial edu-

- cational officials, the U.S. Agen-

cy for International Develop-

HELICOPTER LANDING—Members of the 9th Infantry Division

are inserted into an enemy-held area on the BeBe Canal.

(USA PHOTO By Sp5 Dave Tyler)

Div Holds U.S.-ARVN Training Program

CHU LAI (USA) — A joint
U.S.-Vietnamese training pro-
gram being conducted in Quang
Ngai is giving soldiers of both
the Americal Division and 2nd
ARVN Division the chance to
gain new perspectives on the
art of warfare.

Two-man mobile training
teams (MTT’s) from the Ameri-
cal Division have been training
ARVN cadre in infantry tactics
such as cordon and search,
search and destroy, ambush
techniques and camouflage.

The Vietnamese cadremen in
‘turn take the instruction back
to units within the 2nd ARVN
Division.

“It all started when some
members of the 2nd ARVN Di-
vision trained the newly-arrived
soldiers of the 198th and 1lth
Infantry Brigades in Viet Cong
booby tfraps and mines,” ex-
plained Major Benjamin Cham-

ers, the 2nd Division training
advisor,

. “That training worked out so
well that the Americal Division
decided to start a reciprocal
fraining program in areas
Where the ARVNs requested in-
struction.”

H'I‘he training has already paid

“When the Viet Cong hit the
Quang Ngai airfield during the
Communist Tet offensive, they
were surprised to find the Viet-
namese defenders with M-16
rifles. They had just finished
training on them with an Ameri-
cal team,” the major said.

The VC were repulsed with
heavy losses, the ARVNs gave
much of the credit for the vic-
tory to the superior firepower
of the M-16s. 3

“We have found small groups
of instructors and students to
be the best arrangement, for
there is a language problem
which is increased as the size
of the group is increased,” said
Major Chambers. “We plan to
pull rifle companies of the 2nd
Division in from the field to
our training center one at a
time, so the information can be
relayed to them.”

The major said that the Viet-
namese cadre are selective in
choosing the information to pass
on to their troops.

“What is good for Americans
isn’t necessarily good for the
ARVN troops, partly because
we base our tactics on different
types of equipment than they
have.”

“The cadre take stock of the
information they get and pick
what they feel is applicable to
their operations. This gives
them a more solid background
on which to base instruction,”

he explained.

“Both ARVN and U.S. units
have had different types of ex-
periences and they can always
supplement each other,” he con-
cluded. :

cation.  We plan an immediate
across-the-board return to pre-
Tet standards.” ?

The doctor later explained
how CORDS successfully dealt
with the teacher shortage caused
by the offensive.

“A number of teachers were
caught out of their districts by
the attacks and had no available.
transportation. CORDS spon-
sored a series.of radio broad-
casts to teachers in Saigon, ask-
ing them to report to the Min-
istry of Education for transpor-
tation. Most of the zone’s teach-
ers are back on the job,” he
observed. ; s

Doctor Parker feels the Tet
offensive will not seriously in-
terrupt III CTZ construction
programs scheduled for 1968.
The Vietnamese government has .
allocated funds for emergency
relief, and repair of existing.
schools is not expected to detract -
from new construction. :

“The children themselves are-
very anxious to get back to.
school,”” Doctor Parker conclud-
ed. “Many of them have been
organized into selfhelp groups-
by their teachers and have as-
sisted in recovery activities.

‘Gorilld'
Wartare

PHUOC VINH (USA) — A
pointman for the 101st Airborne
Division’s 3rd Brigade almost
had a firefight with a gorilla
in the jungles east of here re-
cently,

Specialist 4 Terry Anderson
led his reconnaissance patrol
into the steamy iungle looking
for enemy rocket launching"
sites. i

“There was a loud series of
noises from the brush to my
right front, so I switched my
M-16 to automatic and prepared
to fire,” he said.

The paratrooper thought it
was the sound of several people
picking up gear and preparing
to run. :

“As I raised my weapon to
fire, a buddy in the patrol
came up and yelled for me to
relax as it was only a gorilla!
This is the first time I have
seen one in Vietnam,” the spe-
cialist szid.

Other members of the patrol
came up and watched as the
confused three-foot high baby
gorilla ran around in circles
and finally disappeared into the
jungle. ;

HEAD FIRST—This soldier demonstrates the proper technique of entering a VC spiderhole.

(] 1
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(USA ,PHOTO)
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Mother Warns of Enemy

Died For Effort

SONG BE (USA) — A Viet-
namese mother recently ran
out of her house near here to
warn a 101st Airborne Division
paratrooper of nearby enemy
soldiers and died beside him in
the five-hour firefight that
quickly ensued.

“She saved my life,” said
Private First Class William E.
Perry, a point man for the
fourth platoon of Company, A,
Ist Battalion (Airborne), 506th
Infantry. 5

Private Perry said he ' was
coming out of a valley along-
side a row of houses in the
village, followed by the rest of
the platoon, when the woman
suddenly ran out of one of the
houses and grabbed his arm.

“She pointed to several
houses and across the valley to
our left and said, ‘“‘Beaucoup
VC — maybe 90 or 100 — go
back, you die” the paratrooper
recalled.

“I guess she just saw the
three of us who were in front,
because the platoon was so
spread out, and she must have
thought we would be killed be-
fore we saw anything.”

He pushed her back toward
a tunnel, telling her to get into
it, and kicked open the door of
the house. There were no ene-
my inside, but a hail of auto-
matie rifle fire suddenly burst
from the house next door.

He then noticed that another
woman and a little girl were
also in the tunnel. “I kept tell-
ing them -to go back. They
kept wanting to come out of
the hole and get up there with
me,” he said.

After he had fired more than

a half-dozen magazines, he was
removing an empty one from
his M-16 rifle when an enemy
round struck the magazine and
knocked it against his face.

“I put a new one in and was
firing it when I felt her holding
onto my shirtsleeve, and I knew
she’d gotten out of the hole
again,” he said.

“I didn’t even have time to
look around right then. Lead
was flying everywhere, and I
was mad because she had come
out. T was firing and then sud-
denly I didn’t feel her holding
my sleeve anymore, and I
heard the litille girl start
screaming and crying,” related
the PFC. :

The paratrooper said' he
heard, rather than saw, the
Jlittle girl run back the eight
vards from the house to the
tunnel.

“When T was changing maga-
zines again, I looked around
and saw the woman was dy-
ing,” explained the trooper.
“She had been wounded by five
‘rounds from an AK-47.”

The soldier said the shots that
killed the woman had come
from a house across the street.
Within minutes, the U.S. troops

had set that house afire with .

grenades. :

Private Perry said he fired
all the ammunition in his maga-
zines and then began going back
out info the valley to help others
collect and treat the wounded
men. By this time, a counter-
attack by 101st paratroopers
had overrun the enemy posi-
tions and driven the enemy
force from the village.

Medical Team Nips
Outbreak Of Plague

DA NANG (USMC) — It's a
different war, fought with a
gun by a U.S. medical team.
It's the war against plague in
Lang Cau village,

A Preventive Medicine Team
(PMT) from the 1st Marine Di-
visien recently flew to the wvil-
lage in an effort to stop an
outbreak of bubonic plague re-
ported there. -

The reported death of five
villagers accompanied by the
illness of several others alert-
ed Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class
Ron Shedivy of Combined Ac-

tion Platoon-9 located near
Lang Cau.
Corpsman  Shedivy relayed

the information to the 1st Ma-
rine Division civil affairs see-
tion. Their office arranged to
heli-lift a PMT and consulting
doctor, Navy Lieutenant Bruce
Batchelor,
Battalion, to the stricken area.

The local dispensary was de-
signated as the inoculation cen-
ter. The village chief made an-
nouncements to the people as
corpsmen and doctors rushed to
" prepare the center.

Soon hundreds of local Viet-
namese began to crowd the dis-
pensary, and corpsmen worked
feverishly to inoculate them.

With the inoculation process
under way, Lieutenant Batche-
lor. and the Vietnamese-speak-
ing Navy corpsman started
making house calls to reach
those villagers who were too
seriously ill to visit the aid
station. Some 30 plague cases
were treated by house -calls
alone,

The PMT entomologist, Lieu-
_tenant (junior grade) Lance
Scholdt accompanied the doctor
and corpsman. His job was to

from 1st Medical

spray insecticide in the infected
homes. Later, he set traps for
the large, flea-bearing rats in
an effert to determine the cause
of the outbreak.

A specific request came from
a group of village nuns who
had medicine at their school
but no way of knowing what
it was for. Petty Officer
Shedivy translated the instruc-
tiens. G

As the day drew to a close,
a count of inoculations was
taken. The anti-plague serum
had been given to 2,827 vil-
lagers. The next day, 2.373
more were inoculated for a to-
tal of 5,200 out of the estimated
6,000 villagers,

“This is the grass roots of
preventive medicine,” said
Commander L. Richard Kau-
man, officer-in-charge of the
PMT, in summing up the oper-
ation, “Working with people who
are desperately in need is
gratifying.”

BEAUTY ON THE BEACH—Jacqueline Bisset
to see on the beach. The 23-year-old Englis
French barrister. Her dimensions are 36-23
“The Sweet Ride”. The copper-

modeling route,

, is without a doubt a beauty anyone would like
h born lass is the daughter of o physician and o
-36': and she can be seen in 20th Century-Fox's
haired aciress came to British and American films via the

(PHOTO COURTESY 20th Century Fox)

~ 101st Trooper Braves Fire Six Times

QUANG TRI (USA) — Years
from now when paratroopers of
the 101st Airborne Division’s
Company B, 502nd Infantry talk
about brave men, many will re-
member a PFC who braved en-
emy fire six times to rescue
wounded buddies from a rice
paddy, 11 miles southeast of
here.

“It was the bravest thing I
ever saw,” said Staff Sergeant
Lee F. Jones,

PFC Albania T. Small was
moving with the point of his

platoon when they made contact.

“The enemy opened up with
meortars, rockets and machine
guns,” Private Small said, “I
waited to see where the firing
came from and hit the dirt,”

The dirt was rice paddy mud,
Several men in front of the PFC
were wounded and he could hear
their cries for help. He began
crawling on his stomach toward
the first wounded man.

“There was nothing for cov-

er,” he remembered, “nothing
but rice,”

Enemy bullets splashed the
mud around the 140-pound para-
trooper as he dragged the first
wounded soldier to the safety of
a hedgerow. :

“I didn’t think I could make it
out there without getting hit, but
I had to go,” the paratrooper
said. “Those guys out there were
my friends.”

“I knew the enemy could see
me moving, but they never hit
me, he continued. “I stopped
worrying about their guns and

- tried to think about the guys."

The thin paratrooper said he

gave pep talks to the wounded
as he dragged each of them back
some 50-yards to the hedgerow.
After the sixth man was drag-
ged to safety, Private Small and
another trooper opened fire on
an enemy machine gun.
Lieutenant Phillip C. Benn, his .
platoon leader, termed the dar-
ing action ‘“an extraordinary
feat, not only of courage, but of
strength and endurance.”
Private Small’s only com-
ment was: ““Anyone of those
guys would have done the sam
for me.” e
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| American Forces Vietnam |
'Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week Of Apr. 3-9, 1968)

Wednesday Apr. 3

1830 News Hecadlines
Lost - In_ Space
1930 MNews-Sports-Weather
2090 Insight
Hey Susie ;
2005 Information Feature
2730 Addoms Family
2190 Carol Burnett
2230 Sports-Basketball
Halftime: Headlines

Thursday Apr. 4
1830 News Headlines

Voyage To The

Bottom Of The Sea
1930 MNews-Sporis-Weather
2000 Insight

Hev  Sucia
2005 Information Feature
2030 Dick Van Dyke
2130 Kraft Music Hall
2730 Perry Mason -
2300 Update News
2305 Jerrv Lg\'éls

Friday Apr. 5

1830 News Headlines

wild Wild West
1930 News-Sperts-Weather
2000 Insight

Hey Susie
2305 Prince Of Peace
2330 Bewitched
2100 The Lucy Show
2130 Big Picture
2200 Star Trex
23.0 Upduieai;cws-
2305 Joey op. -

Saturday Apr. 6

7230 News Headlines

- Third Man
1300 Crosby Pro-Am Golf
1500 Sports-Basketball
1700 Roy Acuif
1730 -Mr. Dickens Of London
1330 Lawrence Welk
1930 News-Sports-Weather

2000 Hey Susie

2005
2330
2100
2200

| 2300

2305

Seventh Fleet

My Favorite Martian
Jackie Gleason
Gunsmoke

Update News
Feature: Movie

Sunday Apr. 7
News Headlines
The Christophers
Sacred Heart
Prince Of Peace
Feature Maovie
Sports
Pat Boone Special
Danny Thomas Hour
News-Sports-Business
Hey Susie
Window QOn Vieinom
Bell Telephone Hour
Ed Sullivan
Bonanza
Update News
Dean Martin

A
Monday Apr. 8
Mews Headlines
Daniel Boone
Mews-Sports-Weather
Insight
Hey Susie
In -Town Tonight
My Three Sons
Hellywood Palace
Mission Impossible
Update News
Tonight Show
Tuesday Apr. 9
News Headlines :
Big Valley o
News-Sports-Weather
Insight
Hey Susie
Biography
Green Acres
Red Skelton
Combat
Update News
Feature: Movie

Beetle Railey

By Mort Walker
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BUT FIRST I'D HAVE TO

18 YOur
GIRL A LITTLE FLAKEY,
KILLER? I TRIED TO
TALK TO HER AND SHE
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NO/Z 1 HANENT BEEN DRINKING %
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(AFPS Feature)

1. Babe Ruth hit more home
runs than any other ball player
in baseball, Who is second and
how many did he hit?

. 2. In boxing divisions which
Is heavier, bantamweight or
1 featherweight? :

3. Can you name the player
Who holds the National Foot-
ball record for most poinis in
championship games?

4. A current general manag-
s er in the American Baseball
: League succeeded Babe Ruth in
right field for the New York
Yankees, Can you name him?
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Peanuts

By Charles M. Schulz

BEANUTS

COME BACK HERE! qoU
THE SEASON EVEN STARTS !

CAN'TQUIT THE TEAM BEFORE

I SHOULDNT HAVE ACCUSED HiM
OF NOT TRYING.. BEAGLE-SHORTSTOPS
ARE S0 SENSITIVE...

THAT'S THE TROUBLE WITH
THAT STUPID DOG...HE'S ALWAYS
CHANGING RAINBOWS !

B
2
§ 3

i et g e 3y

A

Now
FAMOUS BASEBALL | HAVE T DON
MANASER STANDING

Vg

WH

AT
EZ

THAT S;rUP_lD B%GhE tlg
GOING TO BE OUR NE
MANAGER PNOTHING DoiNG L.

WE BASEBALL

STAND FOR ANY B

=

DoN'T
ACK-TALK !
e

THIS NEW MANASER (5 GOING
TO BE ROUGH TO PLAY FOR!

Sedves.
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Allies Ruck Foe
in Big Push...

{Continued From Page 1)
talion also discovered a signifi-
cant munitions cache March 18
seven miles north of Saigon. It
contained: 31 rounds of 122mm
rockets, 30 rounds of 75mm
recoilless rifle ammunition, 13
cases of plastique and TNT, 138
B-40 rocket-grenade rounds and
1,200 rounds of 82mm and 60mm
mortar ammunition.

Units of. the 25th ARVN divi-
sion and elements of the U.S.
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
killed 142 enemy March 20 six
miles from Duc Hoa. This was
the same area where 273 enemy
were killed between March 15-
17 by ARVN and U.S. units.

One U.S. cavalryman and
seven ARVN soldiers were
killed in the March 20 action to
give a kill ratio of over 17 to 1.
Five U.S. and 16 ARVN soldiers
were wounded.

Also on the same day, the
30th  ARVN Ranger Battalion
made contact with an estimated
enemy platoon three  miles
southwest of Saigon. The Rang-
ers killed 13 while suffering only
one wounded. Another element
of the battalion engaged an ene-
my squad nearby and killed 12
while taking three wounded.

The cumulative result of the
offensive from March 11 to
midnight Ma ch 20 was 36 U.S.
soldiers killed, against 549 of
the enemy. There had been 343
U.S. soldiers wounded and the
U.S. units had detained 165
suspects plus 245 weapons cap-
tured. : .

While killing 50 enemy, 53
ARVN soldiers were killed dur-
ing this same time period.
ARVN forces had taken 155
wounded, captured 38 prisoners-
oi-war and 168 individual and 30
crew-served weapons.

The cumulative totals for the
ofiensive: 89  Allied soldiers
killed and 498 wounded. Enemy

losses: 1,089 killed, 203 suspects
and POW taken, 389 individual
and 74 crew-served weapons
captured.

 ‘More than 34 tons of enemy

food were discovered March 21
by elements of 25th ARVN Divi-

sion ' while sweeping an area |

northeast of Truong Lap. The
cache included rice, salt, pea-
nuts, peas, dried @ fish and
canned goods. Along with the
food find also was a large cache
of munitions, consisting of

60mm and 82mm mortar
rounds, small *arms ammo,
RPG rounds, three CHICOM

radios and two 122mm rocket
warheads.

Two companies of the U.S.
199th Light Infantry Brigade
engaged an enemy force 11
miles  southwest of Saigon
March 24, The enemy broke
contact as, artillery, helicopter
gunships and U.S. Air Force
tactical aircraft hit their posi-
tions. They leit behind nine of
their dead. U.S. casualties were
34 wounded and no fatalities.

Also on March 24, elements
of the 1st Brigade, U.S. 25th
Infantry Division killed 35 ene-
my near Trang Bang some 27
miles northwest cf Saigon. Elev-
en U.S. soldiers were killed and
33 wounded and evaced.

A sweep of the area the fol-
lowing day- resulted in  the
discovery of an additional 29
bodies, 10 individual weapons
and three portable flame throw-
ers. -

Another sweep cf the aréa on
March 26 netted the U.S, infan-
trymen an additional 22 enemy
bodies. :

U.S. and ARVN  elements
killed a total of 284 enemy in a
fire fight which began early
March 25 in the vicinity of
Trang Bang and lasted until
5:30 a.m. the following day. Ten
ARVN casualties were light.

WOUNDED VIET—Two Navy corpsmen carry a wounded Vietnamese to an incoming helicop-
ter. The Vietnamese elder was wounded during a North Vietnamese Army rocket, artillery and

mortar atiack on the Cam Lo District Headquarters near Cam Lo village.

(USMC PHOTOI
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(Continued From Page 1)
cial Hoi Chanhis (returnees).

A recent study was made of
the Ben Suc refugee situation.
The results were surprising.
More than 90 per cent of the
refugees said emphatically that
even if the war was over they
would not return to Ben Suec.
The Binh Hoa hamlet is no
home they said. :

The research team found that
the refugees felt secure from
Viet Cong terror at Ben Hoa,
In fact, there have not been
any VC incidents since the
opening of the hamlet. ;

They also enjoy the quality
of their new homes, which were
partially built of brick and have

amwminum roofs. Kach home
has a sanitary toilet located

behind.

The bricks came from the
refugees’ own cooperative brick
factory which has 12 hand-ope-
rated machines. The machines
compress damp dirt and dry
cement into bricks. Also, the
refugees used the bricks for
other community projects.

Another reason for the re-
fugees’ satisfaction with their
new life is the quality of the
medical facilities. A functioning
dispensary was in operation on
the day they moved in and a
newer one has just been com-
pleted. It needs only supplies
and a medical staff to begin
improved  service.

This dispensary was a civie

action project of the 2nd Bri-
gade, 1st Infantry Division. Most
of the lumber was provided by
the 2nd Brigade. Cement and
fixtures came from CORDS
(Civil Operations and Revolu-
tionary Development Support)
resources. The refugees volun-
tarily built the dispensary, even
though they could have made
more money working for hire,

“The most outstanding fea-
ture of the project was the co-
operative effort to meet a
need,” said Major Peter D.
Booras, officer-in-charge of the
project. Some of the men in the
hamlet are training to be med-
ics in the new dispensary.

The economic opportunities
available to the refugees also
comes into focus as a reason
for the success of the new life
hamlet. Walter Bagley, agricul-
tural advisor for Binh Duong
province, recently introduced a
plan to raise chickens for a
profit. The experiment is now
under way with one refugee,
Nguyen Van Xan, raising 400
under ideal conditions.

Mr. Xan has built wire mesh
cages for the chickens (which
normally run free in Vietnam)
and will soon give 200 chickens
to another refugee to start a
second farm. Mr. Bagley esti-
mates that the farms will pro-
duce a 20,000 piaster ($175)
profit every 10 to 12 weeks.
Other refugees interested in
starting similiar farms will be

offered low interest loans from
the Binh Duong Agricultural
Loan Bank—another innovation.

Some other ventures for the

refugees include livestock rais-
ing and an experimental gar-
den. The farmers will soon re-
ceive training in animal hus-
bandry and livestock care.
Their experimental garden is
progressing well, with such
crops as corn, sweet potatoes
and sargo being grown.

One of the problems facing
the fledgling farmers is the lack

of water. The farmland was a

jungle a year ago. But this
shortage may soon be solved.
A survey team from the Viet-
namese Army Engineering
School at Phy Cuong has re-
ported that an irrigation sys-
tem would be feasible and plans
are being drafted to build one.
Each of the refugee families
will be given land from the
more than 800 hectares (2,000
acres) of cleared land.
Educational opportunities at
the hamlet also exceed those
which had existed at Ben Suc.
New classrooms are being con-
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Vill Not Turn Back Clock...

strueted, and will be furnished

by the hamlet carpenter shop.
The Saigon YMCA also will help
the refugees build and equip a
recreation center.

Construction of a community
center is now underway. The
center will have reading rooms,
a television room, meeting and
game rooms. Outdoor facilities
will include a soccer field and
badminton court.

Life in the community is not
a paradise, by any means.
Problems still exist which need
solutions and some, perhaps,
are insolvable as long as the
war continues, But, in the words
of Charles W. Browne Jr., as-
sistant district director for Lai
Thieu; “The new start given
the former inhabitants of Ben
Suc and the Iron Triangle is re-
markable in its complexity and
originality.”’ g

“We've come a long way
from other wars where the re-
fugee displaced person was
shunted helplessly = from tent
city to tent city, never able to
put down new roots,” stated
Mr. Browne. “It would be easy
for a hostile critic to come here
and find fault for the same
reason that the guerrilla has the
edge in warfare as its easier to
destroy than to build and it's
easier to criticize than to ac-
complish.”
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