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For Action Near DMZ

Two Marines Earn MOH

WASHINGTON (USMC)—Two
Ma_rine leaders who inspired
their units throughout battles
with enemy forces of great
numerical superiority were
awarded the Medal of Honor
recently by President Lyndon
B. Johnson in a dual ceremony
at the White House.

It was the first such dual
award for Marines since the
Korean conflict,

The Marines, Major Robert
Modrzejewski and Second Lieu-
tenant John McGinty, III, were
cited for their heroic actions
during Operation Hastings in
the Republic of Vietnam in July
1966. Major Modrzejewski (then
4 caplain) was serving as com-
manding officer of K Company,
3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regi-
ment, and Lieutenant McGinty

(then a staff sergeant) was
acting platoon leader of K Com-
pany’s first platcon.

Their company was landed
near the Demilitarized Zone to
provide a blocking force at a
major enemy trail network. A
short distance from the land-
ing zone, the company encoun-
tered an enemy force in rein-
forced positions. Major Modrze-
jewski directed the seizure of
the position and for the follow-
ing three days successfully di-
rected the defense of the area
against numerous assaults by
larger forces of North Vietnam-
ese,

Despite being painfully
wounded, Major Modrzejewski
continued to move among his
men during the fierce fighting.

His citation reads in part:
“. . . he crawled 200 meters

to provide critically needed am-
munition to an exposed element
of his command and was con-
stantly present wherever the
fighting was heaviest. Despite
numerous casualties, a dwindl-
ing supply of ammunition and
the knowledge that they were
surrounded, he skillfully direct-
ed artillery fire to within a few
meters of his position and cour-
ageously inspired the efforts of
his company in repelling the
aggressive enemy attack.

“On July 18, Company K was
attacked by a regimental size
enemy force. Although his unit
was vastly outnumbered and
weakened by the previous fight-
ing, Major Modrzejewski reor-
ganized his men and calmly
moved among them to encour-
age and direct their efforts to

(Continued On Back Page)
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on Underway

SAIGON (MACV)—Headquarters MACV announced
March 15 that a multi-division operation named Quyet

Thang (Resolved to Win) was initiated on March 11. It
is the largest combined allied operation of the Vietnamese
war and is conducting massive sweeps around Saigon and

five adjacent provinces.

The combined force includes elements of the 1st,
9th and 25th U.S. Infantry Divisions, Vietnamese units
participating are elements from the 5th and 25th ARVN
Infantry Divisions, an ARVN airborne division task force,
a Vietnamese Marine Corps task force, elements of the
5th Ranger Group and National Police forces.

After the first three days
of sweeps, 215 enemy were
reported killed and 22 sus-
pects detained plus numer-
ous weapons and ammuni-
tion discovered in two
caches. U.S. losses were 11
killed and 94 wounded.
ARVN casualties were list-
ed as light.

This coordinated operation is
being conducted by II Field
Force Headquarters, and III
Corps Headquarters as a com-
bined regional operation in the

- five provinces.

The overall mission of the
operation is to search out and
destroy enemy elements within
the operational boundaries which
take in Gia Dinh, Long An, Hau
Nghia, Binh Duong and Bien
Hoa provinces that surround
Saigon. i

In one significant action, 28
enemy were killed March 14 in
an area near Ben Cat 25 miles
north of Saigon. Three U.S. sol-

diers were wounded in that
action,
Also, two major caches of

weapons and ammunition were
discovered in Hau Nghia pro-
vince 12 and 24 miles northwest
of Saigon during the operation.

The cache closer to Saigon
contained: 4,500 AK47 rounds, 51
rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle
ammunition, 53 fuses for 82mm
mortars, 528 rounds of 82mm
mortars, 20 rocket motors for
122mm rockets and 182 charges
for 82mm mortars.

This same cache also con-
tained 96 rounds of 60mm
mortars, 14 RPG-2 (rocket pro-
pelled grenades) 277 hand

(Continued On Back Page)

General
Commands
Huge Force

SAIGON (USMC)—With more
than 163,000 men under his oper-
ational control, Lieutenant
General Robert E. Cushman,
Jr,, now commands more
troops in combat than any other
Marine general in history, ac-
cording to sources at III Marine
Amphibious Force headquar-
ters.

All U.S. services are repre-
sented in the huge command,
the sources said. The I Corps
command headquarters said the
figure included 82,000 Marines,
53,000 Army troops, mainly with
the Americal and 1st Air Caval-
ry divisions, more than 22,000
Navymen, mostly Seabees, 63

Air Force personnel and 163
Coast Guardsmen.

The 2nd Republic of Korea
Marine Brigade also contributes
6,300 men to 163,000 figure,

Largest previous number to
operate under Marine field com-
mand is believed to be the
136,000 troops of two Army and
three Marine divisions, and a
brigade under Lieutenant Gene-
ral H.M, Smith in the Marianas
in 1944,

USAF Helps ROKS
Guard Coastal Cities

NHA TRANG (USAF) — The
Republic of Korea's 9th Infan-
try Division is using tactical
air support to great advantage,
according to U.S. Air Force
men here.

The Air Foree men are for-
ward air controllers (FACs),
radio operators and aircraft
mechanics from the 21st Tacti-
cal Air Support Squadron at
Nha Trang air base. There are
98 airmen in the group and
their job is providing air sup-
port for Korean ground opera-
tions from Tuy Hoa in the north
to Phan Rang in the south.

Classified as a tactical air
control party (TACP), the air-
men live with the Koreans and
help plan their operations. They
also accompany them into the
field.

Twelve of the TACP mem-
bers—the FACs—are pilots who
fly small, unarmed planes,
They divide their time between
going on reconnaissance mis-
sions and directing air strikes
in support of Korean ground
troops.

Just prior to an air sirike,
FACs mark targets with smoke
for faster, heavily armed at-
tack aircraft. After the strike,
they swoop low over the target
to check results.

Air Force radio operators are
on the ground with the Koreans
to provide the communication
link between ground command-
ers and the pilots in the air.

All of the TACP members say
they enjoy working with the Ko-
reans. There are indications
that the feeling is mutual.

“The Koreans freat us as
honored guests,” commented
Major Leslie G. Jackson, ‘“‘and

they do everything they can to ..

help us. For example, we use
to do all our own cooking until
they invited us to eat with them
in their dining hall, The Ko-
reans prepared a special menu
for us because they know from
experience, their own food is a
little too highly spiced for most
American servicemen.” :

Major Jackson, who flies
about 10 FAC missions a week,
observed that while the Ko-
reans are using air support ef-
fectively, they tend to rely on
it somewhat less than compara-
ble U.S. units.

“After all,” he said, ‘“close
air support is a relatively new
tactic to the Koreans. We have
had to show them that we could
be of significant help. Now they
are starting to use us (FACs)
more and more.”
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DA NANG (USN)—A five man
Navy Civic Action Team is help-
ing the Vietnamese turn a
civilian hospital here into a
modern care center.

The team is attached to the
Civic Action Section of the Naval
Support Activity in Da Nang.
The Navymen are doing every-
thing from installing a new
internal plumbing system to
building artificial limbs.

“We've still got a long way
to go,! said Yeoman First
Class Jim Morris, commenting
on the progress of the work.
Yeoman Morris is the team
‘leader on the project.

When the team began the pro-
ject, the hospital was without
potable water or hot water
heaters. Water was heated out-
side in large buckets.

“Now a plumbing system is
being constructed that will pipe
potable water to the hospital’s
more than 460 patients,” Yeo-
man Morris continued. ‘“The pro-
ject also includes the installa-
tion of two hot water heaters
that will service the hospital’s
eight buildings.”

The Navymen are receiving
assistance on the plumbing phase
of the project from the Army’s

| who was shot by the Viet Cong.

AF Helps Viets Rebuild

Crew Aids

espital

29th Civil Affairs Battalion.

‘‘Besides installing plumbing,”
said Seaman Robert Maglione,
“we're. construeting a number
of buildings, including a dormi-
tory for 25 Vietnamese student
nurses.”’

Yeoman Second Class Thomas
D. Dunn is building an examin-

| ing room for the doztors. ‘“The

hospital never had one before,”
he said. :

- When he completes the ex-
amining room, he has been

- ‘asked by one of .the doctors to

make a wooden leg for a boy
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Teamwork is used to install a new plumbling system.
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TUY HOA (USAF)—The 820th
Civil Engineering Squadron at
Tuy Hoa air base is helping re-
build homes for Vietnamese
civilians, that were destroyed
during the Tet attacks.

The project is being conducted
in cooperation with the Phu
Yen province chief and the Civil
Operations and Revolutionary

- Development Support (CORDS).

The site is in the northwest corn-
er of Tuy Hoa City which was

the scene of heavy fighting dur-
ing the Communist attacks.

Firing in the area had barely
ceased when Air Force men
from the 820th moved in with
dozers to clear the rubble, fill
craters and provide a smooth
foundation upon which. the new
homes could be built.

The Vietnamese also are being
provided with material and tech-
nical assistance in this effort
and most of the labor is being
done by the residents.

AR

A 175mm gun crew fires a round at ‘Charlie’ from one of the largest artillery

Want ‘Quiet’ Job?
Join 175mm Team

CHU LAI (USA)—Loading and
firing one of the largest artillery
pieces. in Vietnam is a com-

- paratively quiet job—ftrue or
false?

If you answered this question
“false’”, you are dead wrong,
according to Corporal John W.
Smisl. And he ought to know

st

pieces in Vietnam.
(USA PHOTO BY SSgt Al Wilson)

because he’s a  cannoneer be-
hind one of the 18th Artillery’s
175mm guns.

““The best place to be so you
don’t hear the report is behind
the gun,” the corporal sug-
gested.

However, he later admitted,
“At first I used to stick my
fingers in my ears. But you're
really too busy to keep them
there, and after awhile you get
used to the noise.”

Six men are needed to load
and fire the big 37-foot gun: a
gunner chief to supervise, two
gunners to adjust and aim the
piece, a ground man to carry
the 60-pound powder charges, a
number-one man to load the 147-
pound shells, and a number-twe
man to lock the breech and pull
tl.e lanyard to fire the gun.

“With good teamwork, we can
get five rounds off in a minute,’
the corporal said ‘“Noise seems
to be only a minor distraction
for us.”

Other than the noise factor,
he said his erew showed more of
a reaction toward the 175's
powerful six-foot recoil.

Specialist 4 James C. Rowland,
one of Smisl’s teammates, bash-
fully confessed, “The first time
I fired the thing, I fell off.”

He also confessed that he used
to have trouble sleeping while:
the artillery was going off. But
he no lenger has that problem.

“The maximum effective
range of the 175mm piece is
about 25 miles,” he explained,
“As long as that gun is firing,
I sleep peacefully with the know-
ledge that ‘Charlie’ is still miles
away.” !

The 18th Artillery provides
fire support for elements of the
Americal Division operating in
Southern I Corps.

Chu Lai Orphanage

Mirrors Cooperative Eftort

CHU LAI (USA)—The Chu Lai
Orphanage has been called a
model of cooperative effort. Viet-
namese civilians and U.S.
sources have contributed hearti-
ly to this effort—designed to
make life a little easier for kids
without parents.

Located just outside Americal
Division headquarters, the or-
phanage was built early last fall
by Navy Seabees and Marines.

That done, five Vietnamese
sisters of the Order, Love of the
Cross, staffed the orphanage.
The number of their charges has
grown from 35 to 135.

A hospital corpsman serving
with the Marines, HM3, J.P.
Moran, makes daily visits to
patch up the children’s minor
ills and to watch over their gen-
eral health,

Food contributions come from
the Civil Operations for Revolu-
tionary Development Support
(CORDS), and several Americal
Division mess halls.

Americal’s small Air Force
contingent recently took a col-
lection and provided the or-
phanage with $168.

Local Vietnamese Catholics

also provide funds through

monthly collections.

An Americal Division chaplain,
Captain Fideles Forrester, helps
obtain additional food and house-
hold goods. He also keeps an
eye on the general development
of the orphanage, ever alert for
areas needing improvement.
Volunteers from the 23rd Admin-
istration Company, Americal Di-
vision, furnish the manpower
for the chaplain’s work projects.

The orphans themselves have
demonstrated that they know
about self help. They now raise
their own pigs and ducks, and
have started a small vegetable
garden,

28 Nha Trang Airmen
Are Pari-time Fathers

NHA TRANG (USAF)—
Twenty-eight men of the life
support section, 14th Field Main-
tenance Squadron Nha Trang
air base, have become part-
time fathers to five needy young
lads of the Ba Ninh Catholic
boys school here. >

The idea was originated and
spearheaded by Master Ser-
geant Joe J. Congi, NCOIC of
the survival section.

‘“‘We're going all out to pro-
vide these boys with everything
they need to get a good educa-
tion,” said the sergeant. “All
we ask of them is that they
apply themselves conscientious-

ly to their studies.”

The men selected the five
neediest boys in the school,
some of whom lost fathers in
the war, who were hard-pressed
to continue their education be-
cause of financial burdens.

The life support section is
paying for the boys educational,
medical and clothing expenses
as well as teaching them sports,
hygiene and English.

Recently the section gave the
boys a tour of the air base in--
cluding a sentry dog demonstra=
tion, lunch at the non-commis-
sioned officers, open mess and
a glimpse of the flightline,
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Operation Stable Door Underway

SAIGON (USN)—To safeguard
the ports where many of the
men and practically all of the
equipment and supplies enter
South Vietnam, the U.S. Navy
has developed well-equipped and
efficiently operating harbor de-
fense units.

Engaged in Operation Stable

Door, the Navy’s Inshore Under-

sea Warfare Group-One (IUWG-
1), Western Pacific Detachment,
has established harbor defense
units at major seaports of the
eountry.

The defense units are located
at Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Nhon,
Nha Trang, and at Vung Tau in
the Cape St. Jacques anchorage,
where ships await permission to

“gail up the Long Tau River to

the capital city of Saigon. They
are responsible for the protec-
tion of Free World shipping at

i

anchor in the four harbors wait-
ing to be unloaded.

Originally, defense of these
harbors rested with the Mobile
Inshore Undersea Warfare Sur-
veillance units which are home-
ported in Long Beach, Calif,
and are part of the Pacific
Fleet’s Mine Force. These units
are designed for short deploy-
ments to harbors in hostile
areas.

Within the past year and half,
the Western Pacific Detachment
units of TUWG-1 have relieved
the mobile units, setting up semi-
permanent installations in the
harbors. Each of these four units
is comprised of a harbor en-
trance command post, harbor
patrol element, and an explosive
ordnance disposal (EOD) team.

In the command posts, which
are located atop the highest

i

This Navy “Boston Whaler” skimmer speeds across the water of an inner harbor.

points overlooking the harbors,
a 24-hour vigil is -maintained
over all movements within their
areas. Using radar and visual
surveillance, the control post of
each unit knows, at any given
time, where each and every ship
is located within the anchorage
area, as well as what other craft
are near them.

Contact with the patrolling har-
bor boats is maintained by the
command post with two-way
radios and flashing light signals.
These command centers have
overall control, and direct the
harbor defense of each loeation.

While the command posts are
the nerve centers of the IUWG-
1 units, the armed harbor patrol
boats provide the muscle that
safeguards the ships at anchor.
It is their job to prevent infiltra-
tion of potential saboteurs into

i

the area. To do the job, they are
equipped with 36-foot personnel
landing craft (LCPLs), 16-foot
Boston Whaler skimmers and-
45-foot picket boats—each carry-
ing machine guns, grenade
launchers and small arms.

The third and completing ele-
ment of each harbor defense
unit is the EOD team. In. con-
junction with the command post
and patrolling craft, these teams
make daily inspections of ship
bottoms and anchor chains.
Theirs is the job of disarming
any explosives devices which
the enemy might attach to an
anchored ship in an attempt at
sabotage.

The biggest menace to ship-
ping at anchor, is the swimmers.
Enemy frogmen, carrying mines
and other explosive devices,
take every available opportuni-
ty to damage or try and sink
the supply ships. Because of
the threat of these saboteurs,
the patrol boats and EOD teams

" must exercise extreme care and

duplication of efforts to deny
success to the enemy.

Another hazard to the ships
at anchor comes from enemy
small craft bent on destruction
of the vital supplies within the
holds of the ships. Using sam-

pans and junks, the enemy tries
to sneak swimmers and other
agents into the harbors for the
purpose of directing whatever
destructive means they have at
the floating warehouses, To the
enemy, it would be much easier
to eliminate the supplies while
they are still afloat, than to wait

until they are off-loaded and

tansported overland.

Because of this threat, each
and every craft entering the har-
bor must be stopped and
searched. Only in this way can
the possibility of the enemy
slipping through be eliminated.

The Stable Door units are re-
sponsible for only the ships at
anchor. Once the ships have tied
up to a pier, they become the
reponsibility of Port Security.
Because of this responsibility,
the harbor entrance command
post must maintain running logs
of ship arrivals, movements and
departures. And, with the large
number of ships entering a har-
bor, anchoring, moving to the
pier ‘and departing within a
months time, the command cen-
ters are always a beehive of
activity.

Story By JO1 E.T. Tompkins

T et it
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SAIGON (USAF)—When U.S.
aircrews take off on a combat
mission anywhere in Southeast
Asia, they know that, if their
plane should become disabled as
a result of enemy fire or other
mishap, a force of highly dedi-
cated, skilled and resourceful
airmen stand ready to bring
them back to safety.

The organization the men be-
Jong to is the 3rd Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Group
which, from headquarters at
Tan Son Nhut air base near
Saigon, provides search and
rescue support for an area of
more than a million square
miles.

The most heartening evidence
of the group’s capabilities was
the recent announcement that it
has passed the 1,000 combat
save mark in rescues of person-
nel since it began operating in
Southeast Asia in December
1964.

“When the history of the war
in Vietnam is finally written”
Secretary of the Air Force
Harold Brown declared recent-
ly, “‘the story of Air Rescue may
well become one of the most

/ outstanding human dramas in
the entire history of the Air
Force.”

There is no lack of drama,
courage, teamwork and per-
severance in the stories that
have been told about rescuing
personnel from deep within ene-
my territory, almost invariable
under hostile fire, and often in
adverse weather.

Teamed with Vietnamese Air
Force A-1E Skyraider fighter-
bombers, whose mission is to
locate the downed pilot and sup-
press enemy ground fire, Air
Rescue helicopters have ranged:
from within the Mekong Delta
in the south to within SAM mis-
sile range in the north to carry
out Ttescues of airmen of all
services, as well as Vietnamese
military and civilian personnel.

On many occasions they have
pressed a search for days be-
fore effecting a rescue. There
are instances too, in which
pararescuemen, lowered to the

An Aﬁ Force HH-43B ‘Huskie hcﬁirs over a downed pilot.

ground te search for and assist
injured pilots, have themselves
been wounded or killed by -ene-
my fire, or have waved away
their helicopters when heavy
ground fire endangered the en-
tire crew.

It is indicative of the risks
they take, as well as of their
skill and perseverance, that Air
Rescue personnel have received
more decorations for valor than
any other group of their size,
including 11 awards of the Air
Force Cross, second only to the
Medal of Honor for heroism in
combat, 104 Silver Stars, 532
Distinguished Flying Crosses,
88 Bronze Stars and 2,426 Air

 Medals.

The group’s Joint Search and
Rescue Center controls and co-
ordinates all rescue missions in
Southeast Asia. Search and Res-
cue controllers obtain tactical
mission plans and, after careful
analysis, pre-position rescue
forces accordingly.

The successes that have ‘been
achieved by the Air Rescue
team in this theater of opera-
tions would not have been pos-
sible without the complete sup-
port of all other combat ele-
ments, for the rescue of downed
or stranded personnel takes
precedence over all other mis-
sions. For example, when a
fighter pilot is forced to abandon
his plane, others on the mission
with him remain in the area,
keeping him in sight and fight-
ing off enemy ground troops
until rescue helicopters arrive
to hoist him to safety.

Thus rescue is, in every sense,
a team effort among all who
fly. In addition to the 1,000 com-
bat saves more than 430 non-
combat saves have been made.
The men of the 3rd Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Group are
proud to spearhead this effort,
carrying out the motto and tradi-
tions of ARRS — “That Others
May Live.”

Story and Photos by:
U.S. Air Force

This HH-3E Jolly Green Giant pulls

up to the refueling drogue.
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VNAF and USAF co'rnmunicuiion-s personnel work side-by-side at Binh Thuy air base.

(USAF PHOTO)

QUAN LOI (USA) — The tiny
Highland (Montagnard) village
lay in quiet solitude in the sur-

rounding jungle. So small was
the hamlet that it had no name.
Its people were very poor, living
solely from the jungle.

They seemed content with
their quiet life, having no cares
except perhaps where the next
‘meal could be obtained — a
crosshow and a short trip into
the jungle usually provided the
answer.

One day something happened
to change all this. It was de-
cided by the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion’s 1st Brigade commander,
Colonel George Newman, that
these people were not safe
where they were.

Their nearby position restrict-
ed friendly firepower in that di-
rection. Also the Viet Cong could

gain access 'fo the brigade’s
perimeter through the restricted
zone of fire.

An interpreter was sent out to
discuss the problem with the

villagers and with surprising re- |

sults found that the people
understood the problem and
were ready to move. In fact,
they began to move the follow-
ing day. Three days and some
20 truckloads later they were
situated in a village west of
Quan Loi called Thu Bon.
Captain Douglas Kauffman,
who is the civil affairs officer
said, “The people seemed right

_at home in their new neighbor-

hood and were immediately ac-
cepted by the other Highlanders
who even lent a hand with their
home-building.”

Once the people were settled,
a MEDCAP was conducted by

-~ Inf. Relocates Highlanders

Company C, 1st Medical Bat-
talion. “The MEDCAP is the
most impressive part of Civic
Action to the people,” the cap-
- tain commented. “We are estab-
lishine a sound friendship
through -the medical and dental
care we give them.”

AF Men, Viets
Call Delta Shots

BINH THUY (USAF)—In a
dimly lit room 80 miles south
of Saigon, 12 U.S. Air Force
men and three Vietnamese Air
Force (VNAF) personnel direct
air strikes, follow flight paths
and provide advisory service on
artillery and enemy locations
to more than 1,000 aircraft fly-
ing. over the Mekong Delta
daily.

Erected in 1954, Detachment
3, 619th Tactical Air Control
Squadron’s (Paddy Control)
radar has been sweeping the
skies over 12 Mekong Delta pro-
vinces, directing aircraft to as-
signed targets and giving flight
guidance to other aircraft.

At the present time Paddy
Control is located at Can Tho
Army airfield, 4 miles southeast
of Binh Thuy. In the near future
the site will move to its new
location on Binh Thuy air base.

Radar used is a mobile type,
supplemented by VHF and UHF

" radio. The radio is as essential

as the radar in controlling low
flying aircraft. The site is also
equipped with a beacon assist
device to aid aircraft navigation
over the Delta.

The workload is shared among
the U.S. and Vietnamese airmen.
An on-the-job training program
has been in existence since the

LONG BINH (USA)—It has
happened before and it will
undoubtedly happen again, but
for Corporal Carson E. Perice
and Private First Class James
A. Goodale of Company B, 720th
Military Police Battalion, it was
the first time they had helped
to deliver a baby.

While on routine patrol in the
city of Bien Hoa, located ad-
jacent to Long Binh Post, what
should have been the quiet early
morning hours brought to the
eyes of the two MPs the sight
of a woman lying painfully in
the street.

Diagnosing the situation quick-

the pregnant woman in their

MEDCAPs
Get Mixed
Reactions

CHU LAI (USMC)—U.S. mili-

tary medics treat young and old
alike in the countless Medical
Civic Action Programs through-
out South Vietnam.

Often they must travel peril-
ous roads and jungle rcutes to
reach patients in the more re-
mote villages scattered through-
out the countryside.

Long Phu, located west of the
Marine air base at Chu Lai, is
one of these villages. The MED-
CAP team that serves the vil-
lage is from Marine Aircraft
Group 13.

Whether it's cleaning  dirty
little ears or examining and
treating the tired eyes of the
aged, medical teams draw mixed
reactions from their patients.

Navy Hospital Corpsman
Third Class Keith A. Smith; Jr.,
is the ear cleaning medic at the
left. Lieutenant Bruce A. Mallin
is the doctor giving the eye
examination.

(USMC PHOTOS By Sgt. R.R.
Keene)

ly and correctly, the MPs placed -

Gls Meet Stork Halfway

vehicle and started in the di-
rection of the Bien Hoa Pro-
vincial Hospital.

Mother and child, however,
did not have the ride timed
properly, and the baby was
partially delivered upon arrival
at the hospital, where the de-
livery was completed.

The two MPs were rewarded
with the satisfaction of knowing
they had helped to bring a 5%
pound haby boy into the world.

site was built. In addition, some
of the VNAF personnel have
had formal training at Tyndall,
Air Force Base, Fla.

Through the training program,
VNAF personnel have learned to
run their own A-1H Skyraider air

strikes in addition to handling

Air Force, U.S. Army and
Navy aircraft.

Their training includes air.
defense coordination, radar
scope reading, . flight control
procedures, maintenance, sup-
ply and administration duties,

Engineers Halt
Dust Menace

THANH AN (USA)—A new
asphalt surface for an unpaved
highway section has brought re-

lief from the thick, brick-red -

dust clouds that once plagued
3,000 residents here.

The men in the 584th Engi-
neer Company, 20th Engineer
Battalion, 937th Engineer Group,
laid the surface in six days. It
covered a three kilometer sec-
tion of Highway 19, the main
supply route between Pleiku and
the Cambodian border.

Before the surface work,
steady streams of traffic sup-
porting infantry units in the
area created a heavy canopy
of lung-choking dust which hung
over unhappy villagers night
and day.

Frequent respiratory problems
were rampant, and working and
eating in the midst of the red
powder increased grievances
from the villagers.

Recognizing the urgency of
the problem, engineers worked
on the highway until 11 p.m.
each evening until the project
was completed. # ;

The village chief later pre-
sented a plaque to the engineers
to express the town’'s apprecia-
tion.
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101st Spreads Good Will

Rebuilds

PHUOC VINH (USA) — A
home destroyed in the recent
Tet attacks by the Communists
was rebuilt in An Lanh four
miles south of here as a gesture
of good will by paratroopers of
the 101st Airborne Division’s
3rd Brigade.

Joint efforts of the brigade’s
civil affairs staf’ and their coun-
te parts of Military Assistance
Command -« Vietnam (MACV),
and II FField Force were respon-
sible for making the homeless
family happy again.

Major James S. Brewer, bri-
gade S-5 officer, arranged for
four helicopter sorties to trans-
port the necessary materials to
rebuild the house.

The popular forces outpost
commander, Duong Van Bue,
welcomed the work crew and
the rebuilding began.

Out of nowhere swarms of
little childven flocked to the site
to watch. Like American young-
sters trying to view the after-
noon baseball game they sat
everywhere imaginable — in
trees and atop haystacks.

The men completed the foun-
dation before night fall and
started back to the outposts for
the night, but Buec and his
assistant, Vuong Chi Con, had a
surprise for them — a dinner in
their honor.

Air Force
Brings Aid
To Villages

PHAN RANG (USAF)—Three
members of the 35th U.S. Air |

Force Dispensary, at Phan
Rang air base, have carrvied out
91 Medical Civie Action (MED-
CAP) missions to aid Montag-
nard and Vietnamese villagers
in 15 hamlets near here.

The trio of volunteers con-
sists of: First Lieutenant Tim
C. Matthews, chief of nursing
services; Staff Sergeant John L.
Terry, co psman; and Sergeant
Charles E. Shearer, adminis-
trative specialist.

The dispensary sends teams
of doctors, dentists, corpsmen,
and other volunteers into the
hamlets four times a weeck to
treat villagers and to work with
hamlet officials to improve
health and sanitation programs.

Lieutenant Matthews, a wvet-
eran of 60 MEDCAP missions,
has gone on more of these mis-
sions than anyone else at the
dispensary. ‘‘Aiding the villag-
ers has meant very much to
me,” he said. “I'm sure the
people do appreciate it.”

Twenty-five MEDCAP mis-
sions have been carried out by
Sergeant Terry. He aids doc-
tors by cleaning and bandaging
the sick and injured, adminis-
tering medication and giving
immunization shots. Noting that
the ailments of villagers range
from colds to malaria, the
medie commented, “I think we
are making progress and are
thus gaining their respect.”

Sergeant Sheaver, who has
completed six MEDCAPs, re-
cently capped his efforts by de-
livering 40 pounds of clothing to
children at the site of one of
these missions, a vocational
school in the hamlet of Go Den.
The clothing was collected by
Girl Scouts in Houston, Tex.,
and then mailed to Vietnam by
the sergeant’s mother.

In another civie action pro-
gram members of the 35th Ar-
maments Electronics Squadion
at Phan Rang, have recently
builg a _pew school for Vietnam-
ese youngsters.,

welling

Soft drinks were served with
mounds of rice, bacon, chicken
and soup.

After dinner the men talked
of many subjects, the building
of the house, the meal, families
and the assistance to the village
since Major Brewer led the first
MEDCAP team into the hamlet
two months ago. Conversation
drifted to the gallant stand of
the Popular Forces outpost
against a battalion of Viet Cong
during the recent offensive.
They also spoke of the peace
they hope to establish for the
Republic.

Next morning the civil affairs

‘team Arose to finish their work.

After a cup of Vietnamese cof-
fee they returned to the work
site where they found the chil-
dren already assembled.

The structure began to take
shape rapidly and soon the roof
was set in place.

A family which had been
homeless two days before,
moved into their new home as
the Americans boarded helicop-
ters to return to Phuoc Vinh.

Airmen

PLEIKU (USAF) — The quiet
in Central Security Control
(CSC), occasionally broken by
the plotter’s movement of mini-
ature aircraft and vehicles on
the scaled plot-board, was punc-
tuated by the field telephone
bell, A clipped voice brought
the men to life. “Foxtrot to
Defense — flashes at two seven
zero, four to five out,”” then
almost as an afterthought, the
veice continued, ‘“here they
come again.”

Men dived into trenches, bunk-
ers and gutters to escape the
rockets and their deadly spray
of shrapnel.

In minutes a base at rest be-
came a retaliatory machine. At
CSC, the combat operations cen-
ter became a beehive of activity.
Members of the 633rd Security
Police Squadron at Pleiku air
base moved frem bunkers to
reinforce the perimeter line of
defense by forming into Quick
Reaction Teams. for instantane-
ous deployment. Base aug-
mentees, nicknamed ‘‘Minute
Men’* stood in ready reserve.
Sentry dogs, already alert,
scoured the fence line for move-
‘ment in the rice paddies.

This is the story of the U.S.
Air Force at war, but not a war
in the air. This is a story of a
ground attack counterforce,
primed to meet the enemy at
the most fundamental level of
cenflict—a man and his rifle—
at the trenches.

The Lunar New Year in Viet-
nam cease-fire abruptly ended
with major ground assaults on
military installations throughout
the Republic. :

The Air Force security mis-
sion was to deny the enemy
entry. Tasked with combat roles
bordering on ground reacticn
forces and the employment of
heavy weapons, the 633rd Secu-
rity Police Squadron, command-
ed by Major Richard Boken-
kamp, was well prepared for
any attack.

Chief Master Sergeant Donald
A. Janak, had the job of main-
taining liaison with the Viet-
namese Regional Forces, and
providing the squadron with in-
telligence regarding distant pe-
rimeter security.

Senior Master Sergeant Ro-
bert G. Humphreys, was given
two days to develop a system
for prompt and accurate illumi-

i

i

EDY ALL THE WAY !!'—This delectable home-spun beauty is none other than Edy Williams,
one of 2(?!!1 Century-Fox's newest actresses. A beauty contest winner, Edy admi
her television and screen roles because of her outstanding dimensions (5 feet, 7

i i

e

ts she won
inches, 37-

24-37, and weighs only 130 pounds). She was discovered by director Curt Conway when she
co{rr_:e to the studio’s commissary wearing a low-cut Mod dress.

(PHOTO COURTESY 20th Century Fox):

ire Minutemen

nation of a heavily foliated sec-
ticn of the perimeter. He learn-
ed enough basic artillery to call
in mortar illumination from a
nearby U.S. Army mortar illu-
mination team, and implement-
ed the squadron’s first field
artillery detail. Their call “Sun-
shine,”” became a byword when
light was needed.

During the Communist Tet
offensive, Pleiku air base sus-
tained one mortar and two rock-
et attacks. Adjacent installations
were penetrated. Close-in fight.
ing in Pleiku City was mounting.
The offensive threat to the air
base required the support of
nine tanks and three armored
personnel carriers. Security po-
licemen rode on Army tank fur-
rets, directing xenon spotlights
onto targets in the surrounding
area.

Forced to interdict movement ;

outside of the range of the M-60
machineguns, a mobile fire
team of volunteers was formed
and a .50 caliber machinegun
was mounted on the back of a
truck and secured with sand-
bags. The first 633rd SPS ‘‘Spe-
cial Missions” section was born.
Its first test came when 50 Viet
Cong men and women approach-
ed the main gate waving a flag
of fruce. The mobile machine-
gun rolled inte firing position
and the VC dropped the flag
and started to flee. Detainees
from the group were found arm-
ed with weapons hidden under
their clothes, the women with
hidden ammunition.

The  unit’s engineering capa-
bilities were challenged when
the same volunteers who man-
ned the mobile fire team, under
the leadership of Staff Sergeant
Verbal A. Keith, with the help
of 10 Montagnard villagers, built
more than four miles of exterior
roadway and perimeter fencing.

The Vietnam war has produc-
ed more than its share of anom-
alies. Soldiers in gunboats, sail-
ors in aireraft, and airmen in
foxholes. The 633rd SPS learned
it the hard way, by infantry
sweeps threugh rice paddies,
directing
launching mortar flares
building roads.

Meeting the enemy as he at-
tempts to set foot in their peri-
meter takes a maximum effort,
and the men of the 633rd SPS
have been equal to the chal-
lenge.

and

Engineer Bn.
Rebuilds Mart

"LONG BINH (USA) — The
people of Tan Uyen, exhibiting
both tenacity and initiative in
the face of adversity, are pres-
ently rebuilding and improving
their marketplace with the help
of the 92nd Engineer Battalion
(Construction), 159th Engineer
Group.

Located about 20 miles north
of Saigon, Tan Uyen was recent-
ly attacked, overrun and held
for a short while by a Viet Cong
terrorist force of some 600 men.

Although the aggressors were
swiftly driven back into- the
thick jungles by ARVN infantry
and U.S. gunships, the damage
to the town was heavy. The
marketplace—hub of virtually
all economic and social activity

—had been left a smoldering
pile of rubble.
Responding immediately to

the call for aid, the 92nd Engi-
neers arrived at Tan Uyen (0
survey the situation and assist

| in the reconstruction efforts.

Within two days of the attack,
the Vietnamese townspeople,
ably assisted and advised by
the construction engineers, ha
cleared the entire area of de-
bris, and restored business t0
its usual brisk pace.

tank artillery fire, "

March 27, 1968

‘The OBSERVER

Page 11

| American Forces Vietnam |

Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week of March 27-April 2, 1968)

2030 My Favorite Martian
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1830 News Headlines 2200 Gunsmoke %
Lost in Space 2300 Lafe News
1930 News and Sporis 2315 Feature Movie
2000 Insight Sunday Mar. 31
2005 Iniormation Feafure — >
2030 Addoms Fomily 1230 MNews Headlines
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2200 Sporfs (Re-Run) 1300 The Answer
27300 Loate News 1330 Feature Movie
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1830 News Headlines 1830 Danny Thomas Hour
Voyage To The 1930 News and Sports
Bofforn Of TheSea 2000 Window on Vietnam
1900 Flying Fisherman 2905 Bob Hope Show
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2000 Insight 2100 Ed Sullivan
2055 Information Feature 2700 Bonanza
2030 Dick Van Dyke 2308 Late News
gue, kot Juste tiall 2315. Dean Martin Summer Show
Perry Mason
P00 Late. News Monday Apr. 1
215 Jerry Lewis 7 1830 News Headlines
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1. What horse won the 1967
Kentucky Derby?

2. What major league baseball
club had the best record during
the 1967 exhibition season?
3. Who won the 1957 Phoenix
Open Golf Tournament?

4. Who was the top free throw

shooter in college basketball
last season?
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|Beetle Bailey

~ By Mort Walker

WTTLE
JERK /S

'S THAT WAY, |
You stuPio [

TM SORRY,
SarRse. you
LOOKED S0 SMAlL LS

AND INSIBNIFICANT
FROM UP THERE

i

UP SARGE AND TELL

WANT TO S4AY GOOD Ni

HIM BEETLE AND PLATO

OHMYGOSH.!

HE'S ACTUALLY
DOING [T
GHT

TIMES. . JE SLAVGHTER 400 TWICE IN
APRIL, SMASH 40U THREE TIMES N

My TEAM PLAYS YOUR TEAM TWELVE

MAY AND RUIN 40U ONCE IN JUNE..

WE MURDER 400 TWICE IN JULY,
ANMIHILATE 40U THREE TIMES IN
AJIST AND POOKD U ONCE NSEPTEHER

THIS YEAR WERE
‘GOING TO 5TRESS

PROPER
COMDITIONING..

ik

T WANT EACH PLAYER TO DO
TWENTY PUSHUPS EVERY DAY !

HOW ABOUT ONE PUSHUP
EVERY TWENTY DAYS ?

(WITH JUST FIFTEEN OR MAYBE

(WELL, MAYBE DU SHOULD START
TEN..LET ME DEMONSTRATE..,

1T’ BEST TOSTA

PUSHUPS CAN BE VERY DIFFICULT IF
OUT OF SHAPE . SOMETIMES
RT WITH JUST...

WELL, JUST T SHOW Y00 THAT [
DO, I'VE FIGURED OUT A WAY FOR
US YO PLAY NIGHT GAMES!

60 AHEAD... 0 OUT ON THE
PITCHER'S MOUND, ANP SEE ..

PLAANG NIGHT GANES,
. CHARLIE BROWN..

ShY YOU'RE PITCHING A LOUSY
GAME, SEE, AND WE (UANT T0 6ET
40U OUY OF THERE....WELL, ALL WE
HAVE T0 DO |5 COME OUT TO THE
MOUND AND BLOW QUT 40UR CANDLE!

" —]

I THINK WE'D BETTER
STICK TO DAY GAMES !

‘worier) pnoid ‘[

ONE OF THE PLAYERS GOT
REAL MAD AT THE UMPIRE AND
KICKED PIRT ON HIM...

400 CAN LEARN A LOT WATCHING,
THOSE GAMES ON TV !
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ARVN, US
Kill 305

SAIGON (USA) — Some 305
enemy have been reported killed
in a single day’s action by ele-
ments of the 1st ARVN Infantry
Division. ARVN units were sup-
ported by U.S. Army and
Marine Corps tactical aircraft,
helicopter gunships and artil-
lery.

The action took place three
miles south-southeast of Gio
Linh where the ARVN elements
engaged an NVA battalion size
unit. Reports from the scene
said the enemy force employed
automatic weapons, mortars and
RPG rocket-grenade fire with
supporting artillery barrages
from north of the DMZ.

It was an array of fire that
caused the ARVN commander
to request help from U.S. forces.
The Marines were first to re-
spond with tactical aircraft,
helicopter gunships and artil-
lery which fired into enemy
positions.

In addition, the Army’s 1st Air
Cavalry quickly joined the ac-
tion, throwing helicopter rockets
and artillery into the battle.

A two day sweep of the battle-
field by ARVN troops revealed
194 enemy dead the first day

and another 111 bodies the
second day.
ARVN casualties were 42

killed and 148 wounded. i
There were no U.S. casualties

in the action.

Maj. Modrzejewski and Lt. McGinty after White House ceremonies.
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Sergeant Makes MARS Call;
Gets A Surprise Connection

CAMP ENARI (USA) — Ser- 1
geant Major Billy Seta was
looking forward to a last minute
phone call with his wife to
check on final arrangements be-
fore meeting her in Hawaii.

He sat puffing a cigarette at
the local MARS station. It was
shortly after midnight when a
clerk rushed into the station’s
waiting room and grabbed him
by the arm.

“The next voice you hear will
be your wife’s,” blurted the

Sergeant Major Seta picked
up the phone. “Hello over,” he
chirped.

“Hello over!” came the reply.

“Sweetheart, did you receive
your orders for R & R? Over,”
he continued.

“What orders for R & R?
Over,” whispered the reply.

“Why your orders for Hawaii,
over,” he answered.

‘“Honey, I didn’'t know I was
going to Hawaii, over,” she
whispered again. “Who is this
anyway? Over.” :

“What do you mean who is
this? It’s Sergeant Major Billy
Seta, 4th Aviation Battalion in
Vietnam. Aren’t you...”

“Well this is Mrs. Bob Baker
in Chicago,” bubbled the reply.

Then a telephone operator
chimed in. “Oh brother! Some-
body really goofed on this one.”

But in spite. of the mix-up,
Sergeant Major Seta finally got
through to his wife later in the
morning. She had received the
orders and everything was
okay.

{(USMC PHOTO By SSgt Zane Wilson)

Two Marines Earn...

(Continued From Page 1)

heroic limits as they fought to
overceme the vicious enemy on-
slaught. Again he called in air
and artillery strikes at close
range with devastating effect on
the enemy, which together with
the bold and determined fight-
ing of the men of Company K,
repulsed the fanatical attack of
the larger North Vietnamese
force.

Lieutenant McGinty’s platoon
was providing rear security as
the command terminated its
mission in the area which had
been under attack for three
days. The platoon took the brunt
of an enemy assault which

lasted for four hours as wave
after wave of enemy troops
tried to overrun the Marine por-
tion. During the heaviest part
of the attack, two of Lieutenant
MeGinty’s squads became sepa-
rated from the rest of the pla-
toon. His citation reads in part:
“With complete disregard for

his own safety, Second Lieu-
tenant McGinty charged
through intense automatic
weapons and mortar fire to
their position. Finding twenty
wounded and the medical corps- .
man’ killed, he quickly reloaded
ammunition magazines and
weapons for the wounded men
and directed their fire upon the
enemy.”

clerk,

Largest

(Continued From Page 1)
grenades, 27 war heads for
122mm rockets, 181 RPG-7
rounds and 200 pounds of C-4
plastic explosives.

In the second cache there
were 37 AK-47 rifles, five in-
dividual weapons, 31 Russian-
made carbines, two .30 caliber
machineguns, one 60mm mortar

tube and one 82mm mortar plus

Al | .
100 rounds of RPGs and 25 hand
grenades.

In addition, 18 complete 122mm
rockets were discovered buried
in a rice paddy dike near Hoc
Mon, 10 miles north-northwest
of Saigon.

Eighty-one Communist were
killed March 15 by troopers from

the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment and the 25th ARVN In-
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fantry Division 6 miles south-
west of Cu Chi. The allied force,
a part of Operation Quyet Thang,
was supported by U.S. Army
artillery and helicopter gunships
and Air Force tactical aircraft.

While killing the 81 enemy,
the Allied force took only light
casualties and there were no
U.S. fatalities. There were 21

_U.S. troopers wounded in the

engagement. Three crew-served
weapons and 21 individual enemy
weapons were captured.
Elements of the 25th ARVN
Infantry Division found 18 enemy
bodies five miles northeast of
Duc Hoa March 15. They were
believed to have been killed by
friendly aireraft ordnance.
Elements of the U.S. 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment
teamed up with the 51st ARVN

IC U
Ranger Battalion March 16 and
killed 95 enemy in a 6% hour
battle four miles northeast of
Due Hoa. Again, the Allied
forces were supported by U.S.
Air Force and Army gunships,
tactical aircraft and artillery.

Another 40 enemy bodies were
found later in the vicinity of the
battle area bringing the total
enemy dead to 135. There were
no U.S. casualties and ARVN
casualties were light.

Fifty-five enemy were killed
by ARVN and Popular Forces
(PF) units March 17, nine miles
west of Hoc Mon (17 miles north-
west of Saigon).

® Helicopter gunships and tac-
tical aircraft supported the
ground elements until contact
broke with the enemy. In addi-

tion to the enemy killed, three

derway

suspects were detained. Nine
crew-served and seven individual
weapons were captured plus a
variety of ammunition: 1,600
small arms rounds, 60 RPG
rounds, twenty 75mm recoilless
rifle rounds and seven 82mm
mortar rounds were captured.

ARVN and PF forces sustained
very light casualties and there
were no reports of U.S. Casual-
ties.

The cumulative results of seven
days of fighting in Operation
Quyet Thang are 821 enemy
killed, 165 suspects detained and
315 individual and 69 crew-
served weapons captured.

There have been 32 U.S. sol-
diers killed and 291 wounded.
ARVN casualties have been re-
ported as light. 3
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| pAY NINH (MACV) — A full-

_._scale
' {oday is rapidly removing the

. scar

~ North Vietnamese Tet offensive.

. puilding materials, supplies and
- cash have been distributed to

s L.ong My and Phouc Can which

& ively, by the Communists.

were totally destroyed, while
492 houses were leveled in Phuoc

Cal’l -

reconstruction program

s left in Tay Ninh province
in the wake of the Viet Cong-

. provincial officials said that

779 families in the hamlets of

flivere hit Feb. 17 and 23, respec-

In Long My, 280 of 1,000 homes

Reconstruction is well under

CHU LAI (USA) — Less than
48 hours after it had been land-
ed by helicopters from Chu Lai,

" the 198th Infantry Brigade’s

First Battalion, Sixth Infantry,
was in its first head-to-head
encounter with the NVA since

~arrival in Vietnam.

Action was so heavy that after
the first 24 hours of battle, the
enemy body count had reached

" almost 160 and after 48 hours

the total enemy dead was 262.
The battalion was called in as
y part of the 1st Marine Divi-
"ion's Task Force Miracle to
stop a determined NVA aftack
on the huge Da Nang military
complex 35 miles north of Chu
Lai.

As each company arrived at
the Marines’ base camp, it was
moved out in the darkness and
placed into blocking positions.
~Although unknown at the time,
two of the newly arrived com-
panies were moving straight into
the middle of an enemy force
estimated to be about 1,000 men
strong.

While erossing a swamp, one
of the companies suddenly came
under intense fire from an ene-

- my force of an unknown size.
With his forward elements pin-
ned down in the open, the com-
pany commander called for heli-
copter gunships, which swept
thr_‘ough enemy .50 caliber ma-
chingun fire and allowed the
pinned down platoon to. escape.
A short time later, the other
company was hit by heavy
automatic weapons fire, mor-
tars, small arms fire and rock-
ets near the village of Lo Giang.
After pinning down the U.S.
company, the estimated NVA
regiment came charging out of

(Continued on Back Page)

way in Long My, located on the
outskirts of the provincial cap-
ital of Tay Ninh, and work has
begun at Phuoc Can, three kilo-
meters from the Cambodian
border.

Lieutenant Colonel Ho Due
Trung, Tay Ninh Province chief,
is credited with spearheading
the counter offensive that routed
the Communist from both ham-
lets and also with rapid action
to get ‘‘Operation Recovery”
into high gear.

Lieutenant Colonel Ray C.
Podesta Jr., deputy senior U.S.
advisor, said that Colonel Trung
recorded tape instructions and

[ the two hamlets immediately
after learning that the enemy
had infiltrated them.

Colonel Trung, accompanied
by Vietnam Information Service
officers, went into Long My
with sound jeeps playing the
tapes, urging the residents to
evacuate their homes.

encouragement for residents of

TARP

Tet Aggression
Relief Project

159 Enemy"deped“

- DA NANG (USMC) — U.S.
Marines killed 159 North Viet-
namese Army regulars and cap-
fured 24 weapons during a

. search and destroy operation
south of Da Nang.

The two days of heavy fight-
ing was triggered by an enemy
_assault on a compound of the
3lst ARVN Regiment near
Highway 1.

: _Elements of the 3rd Battalion,
Fifth Marine . Regiment were

E‘——==—n«——_..__.___

dispatched to the battle site to
assist the Vietnamese.

Two companies from the 2nd
Battalion, Third Marine Regi-
ment joined the operation and
began a joint sweep with the
3rd Battalion Leathernecks.

Contact was heavy the first
day of fighting and continued
late into the night.

Marine air support and artil-
lery played a major role in the

battle. Enemy positions were

Then elements of the 199th
Brigade of the U.S. 25th Infan-
try Division joined with Region-
al and Popular forces to kill 105
of the enemy in routing an
estimated battalion of VC who
had occupied Long My.

The residents left homeless
were immediately relocated in
the compound of the Cao Dai

Holy See where they are being
provided with shelter, food and
medical care by the First Philip-
pine Civic Action Group. Many
have already returned to the
hamlet to rebuild their homes.

In addition, 15 Revolutionary
Development teams are assist-
ing reconstruction in both ham-
lets.

The Government of Vietnam
(GVN) and the Civil Operations
and Revolutionary Development
Support (CORDS) agency have
distributed 10 corrugated roofing
sheets, 10 bags of cement and
5,000 piasters to each of the
families.

“Colonel Trung has stated that
he expects to have all the de-

\GVN, US. Help Province Rebuild

stroyed homes in the two ham-
lets rebuilt in 30 days,” said
Colonel Podesta. ‘“And I think
he is going to accomplish his
objective.

“He and the Vietnam Informa-
tion Service did an outstanding
job, and their prompt action in
the hamlets undoubtedly saved
the lives of a large number of
civilians. The VIS prepared leaf-
lets that were rapidly distribut-
ed to keep the residents fully
informed and assured them that
the GVN would provide not only
temporary relief but also long-
term assistance in rebuilding
their homes,” concluded the
colonel.

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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- Marines Assist ARVNS

continually hit by Huey gunship
fire, fixed-wing airstrikes and
artillery rounds.

In one of the final actions of
the operation, an estimated 30
enemy kills were recorded as a
force of NVA was spotted mov-
ing into a treeline in the early
hours of the morning. Artillery
was called in on the position
.and heavy Marine small arms
fire blasted the area.

Enemy field equipment, uni-
forms and 2,300 rounds of am-
munition were captured in th
action. 13

Doctors Sew Up Heart
Punctured By Shrapnel

DA NANG (USN) — The tall
U.S. Navy doctor stripped the
surgical gloves from his hands,
wiped the perspiration from his
brow, and smiled.

said to those who had gathered
outside the operating room.
Little more * than two hours
earlier, a small boy had been
brought into the Da Nang, Viet-
nam’s Surgical Hospital. The
child’s heart had been punc-
tured by shrapnel, which had
then passed through his liver
and lodged in his abdomen.
Navy Lieutenant Commander
Bilvert . T. Herod and " Doctor

“We sewed up a heart,”” he

Robert N. Neilson decided to
attempt the operation. If suc-
cessful, it would be the first
cardiac operation performed in
Da Nang during Lt. Command-
er Herod’s 18 months tour and
possibly a first for the hospital.

The boy was immediately
given intravenous fluids and
blood. His breathing was irregu-
lar. A tube was put down his
throat and the doctors
“breathed for him” through the
tube.

Once the chest cavity was
opened, the doctors found that

the shrapnel had left an inch-
(Continued on Back Page)
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Editorial

Your Vote

Congress has tried to perfect it, soldiers have died
to protect it, yet this year about half of you probably
will neglect it. It's absentee voting—your chance to fight
with ballots as well as bullets.

Soldiers haven’t always had that right. Congress
gave them the vote in the Civil War. Then during World
War II Federal Post Card Applications (FPCA) were
provided so they could vote back home while serving
overseas. Ballots are delivered personally to soldiers
wanting them, even in frontline foxholes. :

With the presidential election coming up Nov. 5, an
some state primaries being held as early as April, the
time to prepare yourself for voting is now. 5

Where is your home state? How do you register to
vote there? What's the deadline? Which are the bi3
issues back home, and how do the candidates stand
on them?

FiLL OUT BOTH SIBES OF THE CARE

Such questions are a starting point for intelligent
voting. A careless choice may do more harm than good,
so be informed. Let your ballot represent your best
interest.

Scan the newspapers serving your home state. Ask
your family to forward political columns, clippings of
speeches. If you want more information, there are non-
partisan organizations which provide it.

The League of Women Voters, for instance, can give
you information based on the candidates’ records and

opinions expressed on pertinent issues. Just write to
League headquarters at 1026 17th Street NW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20036. Along with your return military address,
be sure to include your veting address. Then the organiza-
tion can provide factual data which involves your parti-
cular area. - '

Once you've made your choice, don’t let carelessness
~void your ballot. Read all forms carefully and follow
directions. Most states have both registration and voting
deadlines, so begin registration procedure richt away.
The first step is to determine your residence. All
states have citizenship requirements, but the voting age
varies from 18 to 21. :

Generally, the state in which you are qualified to
vote is the state from which you entered service, but you
can change this if you want. Military members can regist-
er in any state if they can fulfill the legal requirements
and intend to reside there permanently after leaving the
service.

Don’t forget, though, that registering in one state
voids your right to vote in another state’s election. One
enthusiastic GI recently tried to participate in two state
elections at once. The result? Neither vote counted.

To cast your absentee ballot, get a FPCA (Standard
Form 76) for yourself and any qualified dependents. Some
states use this card as an application for registration and
a ballot, while other states consider it as a request for
their own application forms. ;

Print or type all required information clearly, include
your complete home and military address, and sign it.
The FPCA should be certified by a commissioned officer
or, if the state allows, a warrant or noncommissioned of-
ficer. Mail it as soon as the state allows: it will be sent
free.

When you get the actual ballot, read the instructions
before opening the envelope. Some states require the

ballot to be opened in the presence of a commissioned
‘officer or some other authorized person. (AD)

Just In Case
You Have
Not Heard
DOD Explains

Deployment
Modifications

WASHINGT".. — The Depart-
ment of Defense was asked to
explain the pelicy modifications
which apply to the deployment
te South Vietnam of approxi-
mately 10,500 additional ground
forces.

DOD’s response was that these
forces are composed of both
Army and Marine Corps person-
nel—a brigade of the 82nd Air-
borne Division and a Regiment-
al Landing Team of the Fifth
Marine Division.

The Army objective is to pro-
vide 25 months between tours in
Vietnam or other short tour
areas. For the deployment of
this brigade task force, this
policy has been modified.

Personnel were eligible for de-
ployment with their unit, pro-
vided that on the readiness date
(Feb. 14, 1968) they had more
than 60 days remaining until ex-
piration of their term of service
and had been back from a tour
in Vietnam longer than 60 days.

The Marine Corps objective is
to provide 24 months between
assignments to Vietnam. Tem-
porarily, and for this deploy-
ment, ' this policy has been
changed, reducing th. state-side
tour to 12 months before re-
assignment overseas. (DOD)

Write Cindy
For Letters

Cindy Hawk, the weathergirl
of KZAZ-TV in Tucsen, Ariz.,
has initiated “Operation Mail-
bag” for the men in Vietnam
who are not receiving mail and
wio desire to have pen-pals,

Miss Hawk writes:

“We ask that any serviceman
who wishes mail te write me a
short note, along with a few
particulars about himself, in

- care of:

Cindy Hawk

KZAZ Vietnam
(Channel 11)

2445 North Tuscon Blvd.

Tucson Ariz. 85716

“I will see to it that they get
letters, either from me or my
wonderful viewers. . . .” (MACV)

Mail Bag

Need Release
Before Selling

WASHINGTON — Active duty
servicemen and veterans who
sell a home bought with a GI
loan are still legally liable for
the loan, according to the Vet-
erans Administration.”

The only way the seller can
be released from personal
liability for the loan, according
to a ‘VA spokesman, is to have
it paid off in connection with
the sale, or get a written re-
lease from the VA for all future
liability.

People selling a home pur-
chased with a GI loan are urged
by VA to contact the office
guaranteeing the loan and get
the current data on how to be
released from liability to the
VA. .

The release must be obtained
before the sale contract is
signed, according to the infor-
mation released by the veter-
ans’ organization. (AD)

DONT LET HIM BOTHER YA TOP/._THE
. REALLY DANGEROUS SNAKE OVER Here
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1S A LITTLE BITTY JOB ABOUT THIS LONG/

Red Cross Serves You

SAIGON (MACV) — March
1958 is Red Cross Month. It is
a time for Americans to pause
and pay tribute to an organiza-
tion dedicated to the welfare
of fellow Americans all over
the world. Here in Vietnam,
every month is Red Cross
Month. Serving our men on the
battlefie!ds here in Vietnam, the
American Red Cross is a hot-
line to the folks back home, an
oasis in the heat of battle, and
a comfort during hospitaliza-
tion. Dedicated directors work
twenty-four hours a day along-
side our fighting men from the
demilitarized zone in the north
to the delta in the south.

erate our growing fleet of cluh. ©

mobiles and popular recreation
centers. ] {

The Red Cross also keeps
open the serviceman’s vital
communication artery to loved
ones at home. The caily flow of
emergency telegrams and ai
mail messages is
channeled to our men all ové
Vietnam.

All commanders here are vi

tally concerned-with the morale
and welfare of their men,
Speaking for these command-
ers, I commend the American
Red Cross for its unselfish and
indispensable service to our
servicemen in Vietnam.

efficienf

Red Cross specialists serve at
all major military hospitals, as
well as on our hospital ships
USS Repose and USS Sanc-
tuary.

Over 110 volunteer Red Cross
girls from all over America op-

Local Language Tips

SAIGON (MACV)—‘You don't have to speak the language. . .”
a popular ballad proclaims, but servicemen in Vietnam know from
experience that some knowledge of Vietnamese helps. Here are
some common greetings in Vietnamese that may help smooth the
path of communications:

W.C. WESTMORELAND

General, United States Army
Commanding

Vietnamese Phonetic American

Chao Anh Chow Anh Hello (to a yvoung man
or a soldier) ;

Chao Ong Chow Ung Hello sir (to elder man)

Chao Co Chow Ko - Hello miss

Chac Ba Chow Bah Hello ma’am

Chao Trung Uy
Chao Dai Uy
Chao Dai Ta

Chow Trung We
Chow Die We
Chow Die Ta

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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Hello Lieutenant
Hello Captain
Hello Colonel
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CONTACT MINES—Two of six Viet Cong contact mines found
on the Long Tau River are separated by Chief Warrant Officer
Bobby L. Henshaw, USN, officer-in-charge of the Nha Be
aval Base explesive ordnance disposal (EOD) team. The
‘mines, first of their kind known to be used by the VC, each
contained four 75mm recoilless rifle rounds which would be
detonated when the “horns” struck a solid object.

(USN PHOTO By JOT1 Tom Walton)

1,250

Homelass F

amilies

Get GVN, CORDS Aic

BIEN HOA (MACV)—Some
1,250 families in Bien Hoa pro-
vince northeast of Saigon got a
new lease on life recently,
through the efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Vietnam and the
American Civil Operations and
Revolutionary Development Sup-
port (CORDS).

The families, totaling about
6,800 people of Bien Hoa's 650,-
000 population, were leff home-
less as a result of the Viet Cong-
North Vietnamese Army Tet of-
fensive. They began receiving
funds and materials to build new
homes in their hamlets, and
coupons for rice and cooking
oil fo help sustain them for the
next six months.

Lieutenant Colonel Tran Van
Hai, Bien Hoa province chief,
‘presented 19 families in Phuoe
Loc village of Long Than dis-
trict sheets of metal roofing and
bags of cement to begin recon-
struction of their homes.

Each family also received 5,-
000 piasters (about $42 in Amer-
ican money) for other necessi-
ties. Representing the U.S. at
the ceremony were Army Lieu-
tenant Colonel Erik G. Johnson,
Deputy Senior advisor and Ma-
jor Myron E. Lyman, Distriet
advisor.

Soon the same assistance is
scheduled to be given 24 families
in Bao Hang and 37 families in
Bac Noi hamlets in Duc Tu dis-
trict. Colonel Hai is slated to
make similar presentations fo
30 families in Binh Than village
in Cong Thanh district.

The project will continue until

Bien Hoa’s homeless are again
sheltered. Initial presentations
were in material and monzy. As
the project continues, family
heads will receive coupons for
the material which they will
obtain from Vieinamese supply
points.

Government of Vietnam’s
Ministry of Social Welfare has
allocated 5,460,000 piasters
(about $45,000 U.S.) for the Bien
Hoa province rebuilding pro-
eram. CORDS has obtained suf-
ficient supplies to furnish each

family 10 sheets of roofing and
10 bags of cement.

Nearby U.S. military units are
furnishing lumber, and the gov-
ernment also will _distribute
blankets, mosquito nets and
cloth to each family.

Processing of claims has been
condueted by the province's re-
fugee service, with cadr> of the
Social Welfare and Refugee
Service making damage assess-
ments to determine the amount
of assistance ultimately to be
given fto each recipient.

Unit Renovates School,
Uses Dunnage Lumber

SAIGON (USA) — The 125th
Transportation Command’s

Headquarters and Headquarters
| Company is furnishing supplies

and technical assistance in the
refurbishing of classrooms at
Saigon’s Vinh Hoi Primary
School.

Since the inception of the self-
help program in late Novem-
ber, the 33-room, 7,000-pupil
school has had two classrooms
completely refurbished with
two more almost complet-
ed. The company will continue
to provide supplies and assist-
ance for renovation of additional
classrooms,

To date, the soldiers have
provided the school with more
than 3,000 pounds of dunnage
for the renovation project. Dun-
nage is lumber used in secur-
ing and storing cargo in ship’s

holds. At times, the material
accumulates in vast quantifics
in the Saigon Port area.

One of the long range projects
plamned for Vinh Hoi is to pro-
vide fill and pavement for the
school yard. During the rainy
season, 14,000 feet have no trou-
ble turning the school yard into
a quagmire. ]

Vinh Hoi School recently held
a party for 2,000 pupils. The
children presented skits, songs
and dances. Each of them re-

ceived a gift from the men of

the company. The gifts ranged
from candy, toys and soap to
school supplies which were so-
licited from various areas in
the United States.

Chaplain (Major) Howard
Marsh and First Lieutenant
Thurmen Jones were primarily
responsible for the gifts being
sent from the States.

€AM RANH BAY (USAF) —
The U.S. Army’s 61st Medical
Battalion dispatched ambulances
and the 12ih USAF Hospital sent
a disaster control team when a
flatbed trailer, loaded with Viet-
namese workers, overturned
near Cam Ranh Bay air base
recently.

At the accident scene, the me-
dical team systematically sur-
veyed the eniire group and be-
gan separating the more serious-
Iy injured.

At the hospital, a team of
dociors, nurses and technicians
were seiting up a sorting area
outside, near the helicopter pad.
Surgery, X-ray and the labora-
tory facilities were alerted to
prepare for the patients.

O When the patients were
brought to the hespital, they
were sorted according to the
degree of their injuries. Minor
euts and abrasions were examin-
ed and treated. Workers with
broken bones were X-rayed and
the fractures set.

Eight of those injured needed
Immediate surgery. Their blood
type was recorded and all the
necessary preparations for the
Operations were completed.

_ “The response was so well
organized,” commented Colonel
Jerrald L. Wheaton, USAF hos-
pital commander, in respect to
the immediate reaction of hos-
bital personnel, ‘‘that the hos-
_Pital was able to care for all
6 cases within five hours.
“This requires professional
knowledge and a great amount
of teamwork,” stated the colonel.

Accident victims were cared for by Air Force hospital t

S e

e ﬁ% i

e.n.:i'n.nicions while awaiting X-rays of their injuries.

USAF, Army Medics Treat Accident Victims

(USAF PHOTO)
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They Didn’t Cut It Off

-~ Medics Fix Child's Arm

LONG BINH (USA)—Nguyen
Van Sang is six years old and
lives in the refugee village of
Cao Thai. As young boys will
occasionally do, he fell recently
while roughhousing and broke
both bones in his right forearm.

Although the 92nd Engineer
Battalion provides MEDCAPs
for the village, the young lad’s
family felt sure that, because of
the very bad break, the Ameri-
cans would only cut off the
youngster’'s arm.

So, the family wrapped the

arm with wet herbs, sticks and

cloth, and then waited to see
what would happen.
Fortunately, word got back to
the battalion the same night
that the youngster had been

hurt. Appreciating the family's

reluctance to turn the boy over
to the medics, even to those
they had learned to trust, both
the battalion commander and
the sergeant major went to Cao
Thai.

After much persuasion, the
family consented to treatment,
but only if the mother could ac-
company the child.

For an apprehensive little
six-year-old, it was rather hard
to follow. There was a jeep ride

to the battalion's aid station
where the surgeon, Captain
John M. Lowenbergh, examined
the arm and made some phone
calls while the medical staff
gave the boy some shots.

His ‘arm hurt less now. They
had him. lie down and put a
sling on the arm. Then there
was an ambulance ride to the
24th Evacuation Hospital where
Captain = Rufino H. Gonzalas
straightened his arm and
wrapped it in a white thing that
became hard,

The little boy then went back
to his mother.

Next, of course, came a long

period of waiting, during which
time Captain Lowenbergh
would come to Cao Thai and
check the boy and his arm
weekly.

Finally, Nguyen vent to the
hospital once again. An' ortho-
pedic team cut the cast off so
that the X-ray specialist could
take more pictures.

Nguyen really doesn’t know
what to think of all this, nor do
the people of Cao Thai; but they
will in three more weeks, when
the splint comes off for good
and a badly broken arm has be-
come well, strong and straight

Gets in Jump-time

WASHINGTON (USN) — High
overhead a parachute pops and
“Snoopy”’ floats gently to the
ground.

Snoopy, the mascot of the
Air Delivery Force Logistic
Command, has made four jumps
out of helicopters with his mas-
ters. The platoon’s job is to
parachute supplies to isolated
Marine units anywhere in I
Corps. They have also helped
train Vietnamese parachutists.

Private First Class Frank

once again,

‘Say, You've Got My Name!'

CAMP ENARI (USA) — Re-
miniscent of a “‘Ripley’s Believe
It or Not"” column, a bizarre
dialogue quietly began in the
4th Division Staff Officers Mess
recently when two lieutenants
casually introduced themselves.

“Glad to meet you. I'm Bill,”
the tall, thin lieutenant began.

“My name’s Bill too,” said the
other, shaking his hand.

“Where are yon from?”

“The Bronx in New York,” he
replied.

‘“You're kidding. I'm from the
Bronx too. What school did you
go too?"

“Rice High School,” the black-
haired Bill answered. “That's
north ofi e

“That’s where I went,” the
other added amazed. ‘“Maybe I
know someone in your family.
What's your name?”’

“Gorman.”

“That’s my name — William
Joseph Gorman.”

“What? My full name is Wil-
liam Joseph Gorman too.”
- Separated by only a year in
high school, the first lieutenants,
one from the G-5 staff and the
other from the 4th Administra-
tion Company, had never met or
heard of each other until that
revealing evening in the mess.
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Vietnamese Snoopy|

Infantrymen

Catron bought the pup from g
Vietnamese for 10 packs of chey-
ing gum and a box of washing
powder. : :

After hearing so much about
a pooch that was continually
bailing out of airplanes, naming,
the pup was no problem. Ong

of the platoon’s parachute rig. (4

gers fashioned Snoopy a harness |
of web materials. A 64-inch car.
go chute was attached which

‘opens automatically when he

jumps from the aircraft.
Not knowing how he would

take to jumping, the men first [

dropped him off a lower tower,

“We were afraid it would
scare him but he came running
to us wagging his tail and since
that day he goes everywhere we
go,” PFC Catron said. ;

To make sure they could keep
their mascot, the Marines gof
him all the necessary vaccina-
tions. ‘‘One of the shots knocked
Snoop out for about five hours,”
PFC Catron added. “If there hag
ever been a dog with a hang-
over, it was he.” ;

Fifth Marine Regiment Leathernecks set up their recoilless fifle in a classroom during the battle for Hue. (USMC PHOTO)

Div Helps
Viets Move

CHU LAI (USA) — The Amer-
ical Division’s 6th Civil Affairs

Platoon went into the home-moy-

ing business recently when Ly &
Tin District officials in Quan; |
Tin Province asked for help.

The people of Ky Chanh —
about three miles north of Ly
Tin District Headquarters —
asked the government for secu-
rity from Viet Cong harassment
and intimidation. Their selection
of the Chu Lai New Life hamlet
left government "officials with a
moving problem.

The Americal Division offered
assistance and the Civil Affairs
Platoon moved pots, pans, food,
pets, children, clothing and tons
of personal belongings. Thatched
roofs, walls, front steps and fam-
ily heirlooms joined the convoy
as the soldiers and families
alike teamed up to bring peace
and security to the Vietnamese
families.

Sergeant First Class Arlen C.
Williams, Platoon Sergeant said,
“Thanks to the Division Trans-
portation Section and the 23rd
Supply and Transport Battalion
everything went smoothly.,

Marine Train PFs In Combat Tactics

CHU LAI (USMC) — Marine
combined action platoons are
in operation throughout the I
Corps tactical area of South
Vietnam. Working in conjunction
with the Vietnamese govern-
ment’s revolutionary teams, CAP
Marines are training Viet-
namese Popular Forces troops
in defensive and offensive tac-
tics, so that the native inhabi-
tants can answer the intrusions
of Viet Cong with their own or-
ganized militia.

A direct result of this military
effort is pacification. When a vil-
lage of Vietnamese people pro-
vide their full suport in the
battle against insurgency, paci-
fication has taken a step upward
in that village.

Combined Action Platoon L-5,
of the 1st Combined Action
Group, has reached this pin-
nacle in its relations with the

6,000 people of Phuoc Thien
village, located southeast of the
Marine air base at Chu Lai,

At night, the Marines and PFs
conduct various ambushes, pa-

trols and raids on the Viet Cong

operating on the perimeter of
Phuoc Thien. Their .success
against the enemy has been ex-
ceeded only by their profitable
relationship with the 4,000 na-
tives and 2,000 refugees of Phuoc
Thien.

According to Sergeant Donald
E. Williams, NCOIC of CAP L5,
the mass of people located just
outside the small Marine com-
pound have demonstrated every
possible sign of support,

One small example occurred
Jan, 27, two days after the Ma-
rine and PF unit killed 10 Viet
Cong who had harassed the
villagers in the past. A feast
was prepared for the 12 Marines,

Chicken, duck, fish, rice, corn
and all the trimmings were ar-
ranged in festival fashion by the
best cooks of the village.

And while they enjoyed their
pause from the normal routine,
the Marines did not fear for the
security of the area. There is
no better security source in Viet-
nam than the villagers them-
selves, said the NCO.

Sergeant Williams’ best as-
surance that he has the support
of the villagers is their willing-
ness to participate in combat
maneuvers. He recalls several
instances when his squad had
completed a combat mission
miles down the coast from Phuoc
Thien, Fishing boats with motors
were waiting for them off the
coast, ready to bring the Ma-
rines home by way of a safer
route than marching back
through Viet Cong infested

countryside.

According to Sergeant Wil-
liams, “They know that we don’t
expect this of them. Gasoline
costs them 40 cents a liter and is,
therefore, a luxury. They have to
refill their outboard motors
several times during one of these
trips.”

The sergeant emphasized the
problem with refugees at Phuoc
Thien. Earlier in January, raids
in the area of Binh Duc village,
south of Phuc Thien, revealed a
high density of Viet Cong. The
people were constantly haras-
sed by roving bands of VC until
their removal from the area
became necessary. Two thousand
people had to be moved.

“I discussed this problem with
the chief of the village,” the
Marine said. “As soon as the
equipment could be readied, our

neighbors organized a fleet of .
35 boats, all with motors. We
moved down the coast, attached
tow ropes to the boats of the
refugees, and brought them fo
Phuoe Thien.”

The Marines provided nothing
except manpower for protection.
The villagers organized their
own resettlement program, and
helped the refugees in whatever
way they could. The sergeant
stated this program is still in its
building phases, and 2,000 more
refugees have been scheduled to
undergo the same operation.

The sergeant offered one finql
example confirming the sinceri-
ty of the people. “We try to
vary our attack procedure as
much as possible to keep the VC
from predicting our moves. This
is the way they fight, and it’s the
way I like to beat them—at their

.L—.—_‘ e
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. ivision's 2d
HI (USA)—Members of the 25th Infantry Division’s
..C [({e Ere c(onducting a rigorous fraining program for Vietnamese
E&l;:trymen of the 25th ARVN Division’s 49th Regiment based in
i ;
shia Province. 2
Hausl:bg: three of the regiment’s four battalions have completed
the ﬁve-w’eek course conducted in the rice paddies and forests
3 illage of Duc Lap.
amu'lq\gotg?fizzrsgand 11 enlisted men from the 27th Infantry and 5}_h
fantry teach the course, which is a combination of US basuf
Ain ed individual training courses, 'Il;l}e two principal areas
i tion are weaponry and general subjects.
mssljglj]:cts covered include inst;uctions on the 81 mm and 60 mm
mortar, the .30 caliber and .50 caliber machine guns, the BAR,

* M1 and carbine, the .45 caliber pistol and the .45 ealiber sub-

—

machine gun, the 57 mm recoilless rifle and the M-79 grenade
er. ¥ et

iaung}lnlaneral subjects consist of map reading and 'l_am‘l navigation,
ines and booby traps, first aid, airmobile familiarization, field

E:-tiflications, patrolling, and offensive and defensive tactics from

mpany level. , : -

squaﬁc‘loio :uglgdu};tion exercise, the entire battalion condgct_s a
three-day operation—including sweeps, search and destroy missions
_and at least one day of airmobile combat assaults.

5 A SR
ot greup during pracfice.

o =]

Sgt Larry Cheeks marks a sh

Story and Phoiqs by:
Sp5 George Pullen

Instruct Viets

i

Silas Moses,




* Americal Div Helicopters Airk Refugees

L

CHU LAI (USA) — The bel-
lies of Chinook helicopters from
the Americal Division’s 178th
Aviation Company bulged with
Vietnamese refugees recently.

About 1,500 Vietnamese were
airlifted from their temporary
home at Sa Ky on the An Ky
peninsula to the more secure
surroundings - of the Phuoe
Thien Resettlement District
near Binh Son:

Throughout August and Sep-
tember, refugees -arrive at Sa
Ky from several Vief Cong-

dominated areas. Here, 35 miles
south of Chu Lai, they were re-
assembled into hamlet groups.

Village chiefs were assigned

iy .Both the young and old alike wait for their turn to be airlifted to the resetllemehl.distrlcl near Bih Son.

to coordinate plans with TU.S.
Army civil affairs personnel
and Civil Operations and Re-
volutionary Development Sup-
port (CORDS) representatives.

By early January more than
1,500 refugees and tons of per-
sonal belongings. were amassed
on the peninsula. Ten miles to
the north, plans were well un-
der way to receive the villag-
ers.,

Then it arrived. Moving day.
Giant Chinooks swallowed 26
tons of firewood, tents, rice,
baskets of personal effects and
hundreds of Vietnamese. Both
old and young alike made the
airborne move. Several days of

continuous shuttle flights were
required to move the unique
cargo.

Bob W. Resseguire, a CORDS
district representative, lived
and worked with the refugees
and arranged plans for the re-
location.

“We'll resettle the refugees at
Phuoe Thien and maintain the
hamlet configuration and lead-
ership. Hoes, plows, rakes and
other goods will be furnished as
well as complete repair of the
32 village fishing boats moved
up the coast by the Navy,”
commented Mr. Resseguire.

“Qur primary reason for mov-
ing these people is to get them
in an area where we can pro-

vide constant security. Now
they’ll be able to fish and farm
in peace.”

A village school and other
projects are planned for the
immediate future. Fifty-seven
tons of additional materials,
food and other essential goods
have been flown into the com-
plex to support the new resi-
dents.

Now settled in their new
home, an air of ‘renewed hope
and activity prevails among the
villagers.

Story & Photos By
PFC Bill G_uerrunt

3

s

new home.
. et E

i

Y things to hold their interest.

Childrn, aboard the helicl d man during the resettlement
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Navy Airman Wondell Max-
well Jr. holds his M-69
machine gun.

Airman Robert Nunes loads the ammo box for M-60 flex-guns.

A quy helicopter fire team looks over a section of the Mekong Delta.

Pilots Expect

VINH LONG (USN) — ““All of
our scheduled flights are rou-
tine,”” insists Lleutenant Com-
mander Sam Aydelotte. But he
insists with a smile, because
“poutine,” in this case, only
means that his Seawolf pilots
can expect the unexpected on
each flight.

They not only expect if,
get it.

Lt. Commander Aydelotte is
the former officei-in-charge of
U.S. Navy Helicopter Attack
(light) Squadron Three (HAL-
3), Detachment Three, at Vinh

they

“Long in the Mekong Delta, 55

miles southwest of Saigon.

He likes to point out one re-
cent flight by a two gun-ship
light helicopter flight team to
illustrate what can happen on
a “‘routine’’ mission.

“It began as an hour-and-a-
half reconnaissance mission
over Viet Cong-occupied terri-
tory on the northeast bank of
the Co Chien River, about 20
miles southeast of Vlnh Lcm 22
he explained.

“By the time we returned,
over four hours later, we had
been involved in three separate
firefights, survived a mortar
attaek and an attempt to blow
up the depot where we were

refueling,”” he said.

The basic job of the Sea-
wolves is to serve as a unit of
the Navy's Task Force 116 (Op-
eration Game Warden), which
has as its mission the prevent-
ing of Viet Cong movements on
the rivers of the Mekong Delta
and the Rung Sat Special Zone
swamp area surrounding the
shipping ehannel to Saigon. The
flicht referred to was part of
this job.

Lt. Commander Aydelotte,
whose call sign is “Seawolf 35,
was the pilot of the lead ship.
He was followed by *‘‘Seawolf
33, with Lieutenant (junior
grade) Mike Peters at the stiek.

At 9:30 a.m., about 30 minutes
after the two choppers took off,
a report was received from the
Ben Tra sector advisor concern-
ing a Vietnamese Army unit
which was under fire by an es-
timated platoon of VC in an
area about 45 miles southeast of
Vinh Long.

The two gunships scouted the
area for 35 minutes, maintain-
ing contact with a ground forces
advisor but finding no activity.
Just as Lt. Commander Ayde-
lotte requested permission to
depart the area because of an

impending fuel shortage, Lieu-

: The door gunner of an urmed gunshap sﬂs poased over the Mekong De}tu.

~ tenant

(j.g.) Peters received
sniper fire from the tree line.

A smoke marker was dropped
in the area of fire and both
helos attacked the tree line
area with automatic weapons
and rocket fire. :

Later, a scramble message
was received reporting that a
river patrol boat had been hit
by recoilless weapons fire in the
Ham Loung River, direetly
across from the town of Ben
Tre. A U.S. Army L-19 aerial
observer repoerted an estimated
300 VC in the area. There also
was a request for medical
evacuation of one of the. nine
U.S. Navymen weunded in the
battle.

At 11:30 a.m., the helicopter
team was joined en route to
Ben Tre by another Seawolf
helicopter piloted by Lieutenant
Bill Barnes.

Four - minutes later the lieu-
tenant commander made a
short automatic weapons run
on a tree line from which small
arms fire had been received
across the river from Ben Tre.

His erew chief dropped a pur-
ple smoke grenade marking. the
area. Fire from the ‘helos”
was light because of the pres-
ence of friendly personnel in

' the area.

Inexpected”

Lieutenant Barnes went in to
recover the seriously wounded
man, escorted by the other heli-
copters. The wounded man was
taken to Dong Tam, while the
remaining choppers then made
several more runs on the area,
firing automatic weapens and
rockets. Two other PBRs were
on the river still attempting to
aid the stricken wvessel, but
were held off by fire from the
river bank. One of these also
received recoilless rifle fire on
its port side.

At noon, 36 minufes after the
three Seawolves first entered
the battle, permission to secure
for refueling, re-arming and to
clear the area for an impending
air strike, was requested and
granted. The ships broke off the

‘engagement after calling en two

Air Force F-100s to continue the
air strikes and flew to Ben Tre
airfield, where they were as-
sisted in their refueling by Viet-
namese Army personnel.

Story by
SJOC Dick Rose
Photos by
PH1 Dan Dodd

Crewmembers refuel and re-arm their craft.
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Platoon Claims

5 Lucky Men

KONTUM (USA)—Five lucky
men in one 4th Division platoon
recently looked death in the eye
and then walked away.

As Company A, 1st Battalion,

929nd Infantry moved up Hill 634

the soldiers were attacked by a

sizeable force of North Vietnam-

ese regulars.
Private First

Class Larry

Thompson was soon to be the
first man admitted to the exciu-

sive’ group.

As the young private moved
along as pointman, an enemy
sniper opened up, knocking him
to the ground. Grabbing his hel-
met and scrambling for cover,
PFC Thompson saw that a bul-
let had gone through the steel
pot and had partially lodged in
his helmet liner.

An assistant ammo bearer,
Private First Class William Sor-
rell owes his life to the very
belts of machine gun ammuni-
tion he carried.

Moving up the hill, PFC Sor-

rell was hit exactly where the

two belts of cartridges crossed
his chest.

Working with the platoon, a
dog handler who was too busy
to- give his name had a bullet

.rip through his helmet and slam

halfway around the inside be-
tween the steel shell and the
liner,

Spen:lall';t 4 Ru%ell Littell had
just lifted his rifle to fire when
an enemy bullet cracked into the
flash suppressor, peeling it back
like a banana skin.

The last soldier to be admit-
ted to the select bunch was the
platoon leader, First Lieutenant
Jim Hascal.

As he directed the platoon’s
advances, the lieutenant felt

something strike his side but
~reaching for the wound he found

nothing,

Later, thirsty and tirad, the
lieutenant reached for a drink
of water only to find a hole in
his canteen. Inside the . little
plastic jug was an AK-47 round.

He was still thirsty, but very
happy to be alive.

New Team Created;

LONG THANH (USA)—The 2d
Battalion, 39th Infantry has
created an IMPACT TEAM to
upgrade the defenses of military
outposts in Dinh Tuong Pro-
vince. : y

Second ' Lieutenant
Meads,

John A.
a platoon leader for

Company C, has been assigned

to head the project.

The team will take villagers
drafted by the Vietnamese gov-
ernment and train them in
military tactics. The villagers
then will be responsible for ex-
amining existing fortifications
and classifying them into cate-
gories ranging from ‘A" the
the lowest.

The “A” outpost should afford
good overhead coverage, ideal
fighting bunkers, automatic
weapons for defense, barrier
wire, perimeter mines and early
warning devices, 500 meters of
clear fields of fire and artillery
and communication support

Upgrades Outposts

from adjacent posts.

Eventually these villagers will
be assigned to defend roads,
villages and bridges.

Since most of the men have
had little or no military train-
ing, they receive @ lessons in
marksmanship, ambush and
patrol tactics, employment of
trip flares, claymore mines and
grenades. Also they are instruct-
ed in proper communication
procedures, use of artillery and
first aid. ;

The team will supply neces-
sary materials to the outposts
such as sandbags, concertina

-wire, flares and grenades. Also

they will supervise the construc-
tion and improven;em program,

Currently, four ‘outposts near
Trang Bom are under reno-
vation. The ultimate goal of the
whole plan is that every outpost
in the Dinh Tuong Province be.
a fully combat ready bastion f01'
any type of attack.

RECEIVES CLOTHES—In the same hand that she is holding her child, this Vietnamese mother
is holding a child’s playsuit and other articles of clothing donated by the residents of Clarks-
ville, Tenn., and Hopkinsville, Ky. The contributions were distributed to refugees at Tan Phu
bv paratroopers of the 101st Airborne lesaoa following the Communist-Tet attacks.

(USA PHOTO)

Unit Revisits Battle Site

DONG TAM (USA)—A 9th
Infantry Division unit returned
to the scene of fierce fighting—
this time not to do battle, but

PERSUASIVE VISIT—Capt Calvin Moore, commander of Company D, 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry
of the 196th Infantry Brigade, persuades this Vietnamese mother that she and her family
will be protected from the enemy by his men during Operation Wheeler/Wallowa west of
(USA PHOTO By 2nd Lt Philip. Niklaus)

" Tam Ky.

to bring friendship and help.

The last time the 3d Battalion,
47th Infantry entered Quang
Sung District in western Dinh
Tucng Province, they engaged
the Viet Cong in one of the
largest battles the battalion has
fought in the Mekong Delta.

Recenty, however, the Mobile
Riverine Force unit loaded as-
sault patrol boats with medical
teams instead of rifle companies
and traveled to the area along
the Rach Ruong Canal.

The team, led by Captain
William H. Jones, civil affairs
director, disembarked at a
small hamlet and was met by
an apprehensive chief.

“We asked him if there was
a suitable place to set up,” the
captain said. ‘“He told us we
could use his house, though I
must admit he seemed very
wary of the whole project.”

As the medics prepared the
supplies, a naval interpreter
used a loudspeaker to announce

to the villagers that a medical °

team was there.

According to Captain Thomas
A. Hickey, battalion surgeon,
patients came hesitantly.

“But as soon as the first
patients were freated and re-
leased, word spread,” he ex-
plained. “Soon, we became the
center of attraction. Even those
who needed no care camé: to
watch,”’ o e

Helps Villagers This Time

Apprehension quickly dis-
appeared. The scene became
one of merriment as waiting
crew members climbed from the
boats to pass out candy and
play games with the children.

Meanwhile the medics were
treating complaints ranging
from routine illnesses to wounds
from Viet Ceng booby traps. By
the end of the day more than
155 villagers had been treated.

Finally, as the team prepared
to leave, Captain Hickey noticed
an old woman standmg beside
the house.

“I recognized her as one of
our first reluctant patients,’” the
captain said. “We treated her,
but still she looked hesitant
about something.”

Then, as they prepared to
walk out, the old woman ap-
proached them and pulled on
the captain’s sleeve. In her hand
was a small package, The inter-
preter told the officer what she
had in mind.

“Please, sir, accept this small
gift,”” the interpreter relayed.
““She has no money to pay you."

Inside the package was a half
dozen eggs.

“She must have felt something
for us,” the captain said, ‘‘The
hen that produced these eggs
is probably one of the few things
she owns. This was am open
gesture of the impact we: made
on these people.” {
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By Mort Walker

| American Forces Vietnam |
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LONG BINH (IIFF) — More

than 500 pounds of food were
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€ivil Affairs Company to help
six families left destitute by the
Communist Tet offensive.

The families were chosen by
the Reverend Father Tien, priest
of Ke Sat parish in Dong Hai I
hamlet, of Ho Nai village. Dis-
tribu,ﬁ.t? was made at the parish

church with a ceremony marked
by speeches in English, French
and Vietnamese.

chief of staff for eivil affairs,
accompanied the platoon mem-
bers. Colonel Pietsch made a
speech in French, followed by
speeches in English and Viet-
namese by Reverend Tien.

The food distributed consisted
of 200 pounds of riée, 150 pounds
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camouflaged sampan moving
down one of the streams locat-
ed in the area.

Platoon Distributes Food

of Bulgar wheat, 150 pounds of
blended food and five gallons of
cooking oil.

Dong Hai I hamlet,
Khac Hoa, vice chief.

In a meeting after the cere-
mony, plans were made for the
platoon to provide sheet metal
for construetion in the hamlet
and barbed wire for hamlet self
defense.

and Chu

perimeter, his was
cool. .

Two months later, the villag-
ers had learned what the medic

offered was very valuable —

reception

G.l. From Viet Cong

down and plucked its prize find
from the rice paddy.

Highlanders Accept Medic

fection for the people.

Besides freating them medi-
cally, he frequently lugged ex-
eess rations down the path from
his company area to the village

eaten away by some infection
or long-ago accident. He built

“I put her back on her feet,”

the company and ask for the
‘“‘bac-si’’.

doesn't look like a gamble at all. Instead we think she is a
sure bet to be a big box office winner in 20th Century-Fox's
“The Sweet Ride.” Born Linda Carol Dickens in San Antonio,
Tex., she decided to change her name to Gamble because she
felt the studio was so noble in taking a gamble on her. All

we can add to this is we are happy they did.

(PHOTO COURTESY 20th Century Fox)
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(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week Of March 13-19, 1968)
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Danny Thomas Hour
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Monday Mar. 18
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News Headlines

2315 Tonight Show

Tuesday Mar. 19

2100 Red Skelton
Combat

2300 Late News
2315 Fealure Movie
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- ship?

most consecutive games by a
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WELL, THEN;

reasited

Tana 1947, Whild sighes

41

ST0P ALL THIS SILLY WORRYING ¢

R g

THE DacToR
i [in

T0O MANY THINGS...

MY STOMACH HURTS...THE MORE
MY STOMACH HURTS, THE
MORE T (WORRY....
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defensive fire used to shieldmu C-130 iranspc.;.n on its departure from the Marine ba

se at Khe Sanh.
(USAF PHOTO By Sgt M. L. Ray)

10ls¢ Airborne Division

Mauls VC At Phan Thiet

PHAN THIET (USA) — Para-
troopers from the 101st Airborne
PDivision’s 1st Brigade killed 415
Viet Cong in 35 days of fighting,
here recently and denied the en-
emy control of this coastal city.

Before the Communist Tet of-
fensive, the airborne troopers
killed 13 Viet Cong in scattered
actions while supporting I Field
TForce Revolutionary Develop-
ment projects near here.

During the first 27 days of
February, the airborne bat-
talion stalked enemy forces in
the northwestern sector of the
city, and killed 402, including
193 in eight days.

On the heels of the Tet at-
tacks here, the troopers conduct-
ed a joint operation with the
3rd Battalion, 44th ARVN Regi-
ment against enemy fortifica-
tions.

The combined force attacked
from the northeast and forced
the enemy to leave their forti-
fied areas and seek other defen-
sive positions in a treeline out-
side the northwest sector of
the city.

Supported by 106mm recoilless
rifles, vehicular mounted .50cal-
jber machineguns and tactical
air, they chased a company size
enemy unit across an open field
near the banks of the Ca Ty
River,

Doctors...

(Continued From Page 1)
long hole in the boy’s heart.
The child’s mother stood by
as the two-hour operation pro-
gressed. Once the doctors had
finished sewing the heart, they
continued the incision to the
abdomen to stop the flow of
blood from the liver. Then it
was over. The shrapnel was
removed and the heart and
liver sewn. The patient was now
on the road to recovery.

“*“It’s a gratifying thing to
accomplish an operation like
this and know the patient will be
alright,” said the Naval officer.

Air strikes claimed 15 Viet
Cong and the soldiers killed
another 15, They also captured
two AK-47 rifles, one B4 rocket
launcher, four rucksacks with
surgical equipment, malaria tab-
lets and medicine, and  seven
tons of rice.

Officials said sweeps of the
area indicated the enemy sus-
tained heavy losses, but actual
bodies and equipment were car-
ried off during darkness. iy

Six paratroopers died in this
action and 99 were wounded, 63
of which were treated for minor
wounds and returned to duty.

The airborne’s enemy body
count rose to 301 by Feb. 15, as
the paratroopers conducted
search and destroy missions for
suspected VC base camps and
blocked all routes of withdrawal.

On Feb. 20, the battalion
mounted another attack on ene-
my positions inside the city and
encountered stiff resistance.

Companies B and C were heli-
lifted from the south into the
northwestern sector of the city
while Company A took up block-
ing positions a quarter of a
mile west of the attack along
the Ca Ty River.

Company A troopers killed 11

enemy when a platoon size unit
tried to cross the river by boat.
Paratroopers from B and C
Companies accounted for 28
more enemy kills inside the city.

The next day the airborne in-
fantrymen from Company C air
assaulted to a new position along
Highway 1, south of Phan Thiet.
They joined Company A in a
sweep to the northwest to elimi-
nate pockets of resistance.

The attacking elements en-
countered sporadic contact. Both
unit commanders reported the
enemy had withdrawn, leaving
delaying forces despite two days
of extensive artillery and ground
attacks.

Results of the day-long sweep
were 15 enemy killed, 33 bunkers
destroyed, three crew-served
and individual weapons cap-

“tured, plus three detainees.

An additional 60 enemy were
killed the following week in
cleanup operations around the
city. -
Early on the morning of Feb.
95, paratroopers of Company B
secured the airfield following a
mortar attack. By mid-morning
the runway was fully operation-
al. The airborne infantrymen
killed two Viet Cong in sweeps
of the area.
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‘Engineers Come Through

Build ‘P.G.’ Bridge

. PLEI KHOIH JET (USA)—The
civic action team from the 20th
Engineer Battalion (Combat) re-
cently solved a truly unique en-
gineering prchlem.

‘The Montagnards living in Plei
Khoih Jet, a hamlet just outside
the engineer’s perimeter, had
seen their cattle path obstructed
months earlier by a rifle-grenade
range put in by the 4th Infantry
Division. When the tribesmen
asked the engineers to construct
a cattle bridge over a ravine on
an alternate route to the water
point, the Civic Action Team was
glad 'to help out.

But the draftsman had put no
more than a few marks on the
paper when a very important
question posed itself. How much
weight would the structure have
to support? :

The heaviest “‘vehicle’” it was
decided, would be a pregnant
water buffalo. But how much
does an expectant water buffalo
weigh? Well, if you have ever
tried to weigh a pregnant buf-
falo, you know it is not the
easiest thing in the world to do.

The question was finally set-
tled by Lieutenant Colonel
James H. Phillips, past com-
mander of the battalion. When
asked for his opinion of the class
of the bridge, Colonel Phillips
assumed a thoughtful pose for
then grinned and
said, “Well, I'd say a pregnant

Class 314.”
From then on the “Class 3%

Pregnant Water Buffalo” type
bridge went up smoothly. With
technical assistance from the
engineers, the villagers con-

structed the triple-span 48-foot =+

bridge in two and a half weeks. _ JI

If you are ever near Plei

Khoih Jet, it would be worth

your while to drop by and see

the only “Class 3% Pregnant °
Water Buffalo’”” bridge in Viet-

nam, :

‘Charlie’ Uses
Bobby Socks

CU CHI (USA) — “I really
couldn’t believe my eyes . . .
all the Viet Cong were wearing
white bobby socks,” remarked
Sergeant Dave Robbins, “They
looked like a basketball team
taking the court.”

The 12 white-footed enemy
were spotted by Company A,
4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, in
War Zone C, 60 miles north-
northwest of Saigon.

The 25th Infantry Division
troopers had set up an ambush
along a foot path often used
by the Viet Cong.

When the VC moved into the
U.S. position, the company open-
ed up with small arms and
claymore mines killing all 12.

“We don’t know why they .

were wearing the white socks,
but it sure made them easier ..
targets,” recalled Sergeant Paul
Johanovich. :

Inf Kills 262

(Continued From Page 1)
the hamlet. In human waves,
the brown-uniformed NVA
troops swept forward as U.S.
machine gunners, riflemen and
grenadiers met them with a hail
of fire.

So determined was the enemy
attack that its momentum car-
ried it into the company posi-
tions. Hundreds of fierce isolat-
ed hand-to-hand battles swirled
through the rice field as U.S.
soldiers fought for their lives in
individual combat.’

After two hours of fighting,
the company commander was

NVA...

ical evacuation helicopters) were
called in for the wounded. The
seriously wounded commander
radioed that his unit could count

78 NVA bodies—but he also said

two more enemy companies
were now moving to his south.

Again gunships arrived and
blasted the enemy ranks with
rockets and mini-guns while Air
Force fighter bombers swept in
firing 20mm cannons as they
dive-bombed.

By morning the battle was
over. U.S. losses were 21 killed
and 62 wounded and the deci-
mated NVA force had withdrawn
from the area.




Marines Win Impossible’ Battle

CAM LO (USMC)—It was an impossible battle—an
understrength Marine rifle platoon against a reinforced
North Vietnamese Army battalion—but the Leathernecks

é
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won.

They not only bettered the enemy at Cam Lo, but
severely mauled the battalion while killing 111 NVA

regulars and detaining 31.

- The NVA abandoned more than 100 weapons on the
battlefield together with quantities of explosives and

other eguipment.

1

TEAMWORK — Troopers of the 101st Airborne Division firing in support of Operatio

R

n San Angelo.

(USA PHOTO By Sp 4 James Parker)

The fighting erupted at 2:15
a.m. with an NVA mortar and
recoilless rifle assault on the
Cam Lo district- headquarters.

Just one day before, two
squads of the Fourth: Marine
Regiment had taken over de-
fenses of the small outpost. In-
telligence reports had indicated
that the headquarters might be
attacked by an enemy unit of
unknown strength.

“We took about 100-120 rounds
of 82mm mortars right off,”
said Captain Raymond E. Mc-
Maken the deputy senior U.S.
Army advisor to Cam Lo dis-
trict. “Then the communica-
tions bunker took a direct hit.”

The round that pierced the
communications bunker killed
the senior Army advisor. Cap-
tain McMaken made his way to
the bunker to adjust the artil-
lery fire around the compound.

“I worked the artillery right
up to our lines,” the captain
stated. “We ringed the com-
pound completely with fire."”

“Between those tremendous
Marines and the artillery, the
compound was saved,” he said.

Two Army quad-.50 -caliber
machine guns on the southern
perimeter were destroyed in the
initial outburst of NVA fire.
Then the Marine lines to the
northwest were hit hard by
rockets, recoilless rifle fire,
heavy machine guns and small
arms followed by NVA human
wave assaults.

‘“The Marines just stacked
them up on the wires,” the cap-
tain said. ‘‘They were magnifi-
cent. They held the line and
piled up the NVA dead.”

When one sector of the com-
pound seemed certain of being
overrun, five Marines rushed

(Continued on Back Page)

Pilots Kill
150 Enemy
At Kontum

PLEIKU (USAF) — The com-
bined firepower of Air Force
A-37 and A-1 Skyraider pilots
based at Pleiku air base has
been credited with killing 150
enemy soldiers during a recent
attack on the MACV compound
at Kontum.

Ground forces sweeping the
area confirmed the number of
epie:{ny killed by the Air Force
ilots,

Two A-37s of the 604th Air
Commando Squadron and two
A-ls of the 14th Air Commando
Wing were called in to help
break up the attack on the
MACV compound, which had
come under heavy mortar and
automatic weapons fire.

After knocking out the enemy

mortar positions, the Skyraider
pilots went to work on the
machinegun- positions  which
Were within 25 yards of the
Compound’s perimeter fence.

In addition to revealing the
€nemy dead, the ground sweep
1“}5 the area also revealed that

€ pilots had destroyed two
Morfar positions, two automatic
Weapons, and caused two sec-
ondary explosions,

e

The Chieu Hoi Program

Offers Enemy A New Life

DAK TO (USA) — Vu Hong
was a North Vietnamese Army
squad leader. Like many of his
fellow soldiers he fought in the
hills around Dak To. And, like
many of his fellow comrades, he
became discontented with Com-
munist indoctrination, maltreat-
ment, and the way the war was
going.

Today Hong is a free and pro-
ductive citizen of South Vietnam.
He responded to the Chieu Hoi
broadcasts of Specialist 6 Arthur
F. Pagel Jr., who is assigned
to the Company B, 8th PSYOPS
Battalion, 4th Psychologi-
cal Warfare Group.

Working under the operational
control of the 4th Division’s 1st
Brigade, Specialist Pagel has
been spreading the good word
to “Charlie” since early Novem-
ber.

With his command of the
North Vietnamese language and
speaker system ranging up to
1,000 watts, he reminds the ene-
my of their hopeless position and
encourages them to take advant-
age of the Open Arms program.

“We usually go to a village
and collect psywar information,’’
he explained. “We find out

where the enemy is and then
travel to that location, set up
the loudspeaker system and
start talking.” :

The broadcasts also are made
at battalion firebases, company
positions and by air from 02-B
aircraft which also drop Chieu
Hoi leaflets.

In a 32-week course at the De-

-fense Language Institute at Fort

Bliss, Tex., Specialist Pagel was
taught the entire Vietnamese
language, including conversa-
tional Vietnamese, military ter-
minology, names, ranks and
units.

When broadeasting to the ene-

my he tells them how they are*

losing the war; that they have
no chance against our bombs,
artillery and overwhelming in-
fantry; that there is no hope of
defeating the Allies. Also, he
tells them we know where they
are, that they are surrounded
and can not get back to a sane-
tuary without being killed.

“The ones that defect will usu-
ally give up later to an ARVN
unit or at a Montagnard vil-
lage,” revealed the specialist.
“Occasionally they will give up

to a U.S. unit — sometimes dur-

ing or directly after a broad-
cast!

The enemy -soldier that
“‘comes over’’ in the Chieu Hoi
program is then referred to as
a Hoi Chanh. Specialist Pagel

‘talks to the Hoi Chanh as a

buddy, addressing him by his
name and rank, and asks him
about his family.

“My main concern,” added
the specialist, ““is whether or not
they've seen our leaflets or

heard our broadcasts; what the

pamphlets mean to them, and-

whether or not they came over
because of them.”

In one instance, an enemy sol-
dier needed medical treatment
desperately. He threw down his
weapon, came into a clearing
repeating the words ‘“‘chieu hoi’’
and gave up to a U.S. unit, said
the specialist.

After receiving excellent me-

(Continued on Back Page)

Civilian Wounded Treated

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES
(USA) — Immediately after
infantrymen of the 199th Light
Infantry Brigade's 3rd Battal-
ion, 7th Infantry killed more
than 150 enemy soldiers in
house-to-house fighting in Sai-
gon last month, battalion Medi-
cal Civiec Action Program
(MEDCAP) and civil affairs
teams moved into the heavily
populated areas to treat
wounded victims of the Viet
Cong attack.

Between February 12 and 16,
more than 1,300 Vietnamese
civilians were treated by MED-
CAP personnel of the battalion,

Headed by Captain Paul L.
Jones, the team set up opera-
tions just inside the Phu Tho
race track in southwestern Sai-
gon. Medics from the brigade’s
7th Combat Support Battalion
Aid Station also assisted.

Many of the civilians were
wounded during fighting in the
section of the city near the race
track.

During the combat opera-
tions, the brigade’s Psywar
teams recorded nine hours of
ground loudspeaker time and
distributed more than 2,700
leaflets in the capital city.
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Art Of Griping |

All of us know how to gripe. In fact, there is
evidence to support the belief that some of us enjoy it
and have gone so far as to make it a hobby. However,
the degree of proficiency that we have attained in the
art of griping is open to question. The following article
gives some interesting tips on griping effectively.

HOW TO COMPLAIN EFFECTIVELY

Are your gripes effective? All of us have our pet
oripes. Some of us air them frequently and vigorously,
but often nothing seems to be done about them. Why?
Is it because there is a sacred and not-to-be challenged
military way of doing things, or is it just possible because
we have not learned to gripe effectively? Here are four
suggestions for a serviceman with a problem.

1. Before blowing off steam, get the facts. They
may convince you that you haven’t a leg to stand on.

2. If you still think you are right, present your
argument clearly and honestly. State exactly what it is
that you want changed and, what is more important,
carry it through the chain of command up to the person
who can do something about it. :

3. Next, come up with some sound logical reasons 1

for the change you want made. The fact that your blood
pressure is reaching the bursting point may be important
to you, but it isn’t vital to the man with the power
to change things around. He will dsk—why?

Be certain that you can answer and that you can
back your answer with facts. Incidentally, if you can
show him how he or his work will benefit directly by
the change, you will greatly increase the chances for

ready acceptance. .
4. Finally, suggest a solution to the problem. Don’t

expect him to do all the thinking and work out all the
answers. You are the one who wants things changed.

Follow these suggestions and you may be surprised.
It may be that you haven’t a gripe after all. It could be
that you have a “Beneficial Suggestion.” (SO)

Wanted

US Military Units
Up For Adoption’

Headquarters MACV receives many requests
from various groups in the U.S. to “adopt” a military
unit serving in Vietnam. The patriotic groups may
be an elementary school class, ladies club, Cub Scout
Pack or college sorority. Many are small groups of
teen-agers, unmarried working girls and private citi-
zens.

Frequently an individual wants to assist a
small unit of two or three men. A larger group may
be seeking to assist a company of men. Each group
wants to show the servicemen that they are ap-
preciated and supported. Their appreciation is demon-
strated through letters, gift packages, newspaper sub-
scriptions, pen-pal relationships and other acts of
friendship. ;

If you would like to have your unit “Adopted”
encourage your commander to submit the following
information to Hq, MACV, MACOI-C APO 95222:

Complete mailing address of unit:
Number of men in unit:
Branch of service.

Only company size units and below should be
submitted. Small units with ten men or less have
the best chance for adoption. Every effort will be
made to insure units operating in the “boondocks”
are adopted first. (MACV)

JustinCase

You Have

Not Heard
More Money
For Interment

WASHINGTON — The allow-
ances for burial expenses for
deceased active duty military
personnel has been increased in
certain categories effective
Feb. 1. :

Changes in the burial allow-
ances are as follows:

1. A maximum of $250 (it was
$150) when remains are con-
signed to a funeral home for
services prior to interment in a
national or post cemetery.

The allowance remains at $75
when remains are consigned
directly to a national cemetery
for interment.

In addition, for servicemen
who die in the United States or
any other area where the next-
of-kin desire to assume the initi-
al responsibility for care and
disposition of remains, next-of-
kin will be reimbursed in the
amount the same services and
supplies would have cost the
government in the particular
area, up to a maximum of $500
(it was $400).

This care and disposition al-
lowance would not be applicable
to those military personnel who
died outside the United States
where there is no opportunity
for the next-of-kin to assume
initial responsibility, nor would
it apply in ‘any case where the
next-of-kin desire that initial
care an disposition of remains
be handled by a service contract
mortician.

Vietnam Gets
15 New PXs

SAIGON (VRE)—Fifteen new
post exchange facilities have
been opened in the Vietnam
Regional Exchange’s areas in
the past few weeks.

Typical of the new facilities is
the Qui Nhon Main Exchange.
It is an 8,000-square-foot, pre-

fabricated building which re- .

places two quonset huts.

On the Army side of Cam
Ranh Bay, a new full-fledged
cafeteria with a 50-table snack
bar and pizza parlor is open and
serving ice-cold drinks and hot
food to thousands of troops in
the area.

Other exchange outlets recent-
ly established are located at the
following: S aig o n-Advisory
Team 90; Bien Hoa-Long Binh-
Hgs. Advisory Team 94, HHQ
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
610th Maintenance Bn., 520th
Transportation Bn. and 8th Bn.,
6th Arty; Delta-V. Coy, New
Zealand Army; Det. 1, 610th
TCS; Chuong Thien Advisory
Team 58, Xuyen Sector Advisory
Team 59 and First Korean
(ROK) Surgical Hospital; Cam
Ranh-Advisory Team 32; and
Da Nang-Mobile PBR Support
Base One.

NSGLI Covers
Vets For 6 Mos

WASHINGTON — Servicemen
now being discharged from
active duty have the protection
of their National Servicemen's
Group Life Imsurance policies
extended for 180 days at no cost
to them. \

During that period, they are
entitled to apply for and receive
their private life insurance .at
regular rates, regardless of any
disabilities they may have in-

‘| curred in the service.

- COMUSMACY

INTERNAL
REVENUE
4ERVICE.

“Say, didn’t you win the Liars Club award last year?"

DOD Study Evaluates
Effects Of Defoliation

WASHINGTON — A Depart-
ment of Defense-sponsored study
of the effects of defoliation
agent used in Vietnam indicates
there is no lasting harm to
animals, water supplies or the
soil.

Scientists of the Midwest Re-
search Institute who carried out
the research based their assess-
ment on information from uni-
versities, chemical firms, scien-
tific articles and some findings
frem controlled tests in Thailand
and Puerto Rico.

The researcher reported:

—Partially killed or defoliated
trees -exhibit a rapid recovery
and there is ne evidence of ir-
revecable modification to soil.

—Direct toxicity hazard to
humans and animals is ‘‘nearly
non-existent.”

—No firm conclusions on the
effects of herbicides on water,
but direct toxic effects would be
“highly unlikely."”

Concern over the large amounts

of herbicides being used in.
Vietnam led DOD’s Advance
Research Agency to request the
evaluation. Spraying operations,
at the request of the Vietnamese
government, have been carried
out since early 1962.

Three defoliation agents, de-
signated simply as Orange,

White and Blue, have been used/{

primarily around jungle-covered
Viet Cong strongholds and aleng
rivers, canals and roads f
eliminate possible ambush site.
Other targets have been in-
filtration routes and supply trails
in upland forests, the Demilitar-

ized Zone and croplands in re- |

mote areas long occupied by
the VC.

In_ the first defoliation oper- .=

ation, 5,000 acres were sprayed
and 750 acres of cropland were
covered. Since then the pace
has picked up significantly, and
in 1967 enough herbicide was
used in Vietnam to treat neatly
one million acres. (CD)

Airmen Get Good News

HAWAII — A recent all-com-
mand message from Pacific Air
Forces’ (PACAF) directorate of
career management contained
good news for airmen eligible
for promotion.

Quoting a message from Gen-
eral John P. McConnell, U.S.
Air Force Chief of Staff, the fol-
lowing has been passed to per-
sonnel offices within PACAF.

“The Office of Secretary of
Defense has announced approval
of our FY 1969 top six grade re-
quest for 26,744 additional NCO

grades. This program will raise
the number of airmen in the top
six enlisted grades from 481,200
in FY 1968 to 507,944 by June
1969.

“We are currently planning to
make approximately 215,000
NCO promotions in' FY 1969.”

It is emphasized the promo-
tion figures are based on ‘cur-
rently programmed gains ‘and
losses through FY 1969, If ac-

tions are taken which cause €8

these gains and losses to change,
the promotions will be changed
accordingly. (PACAF NS)
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DA NANG (USMC) — A Ma-
rine civie action project l’}as
sroduced over one-half million
pricks for the construction of
schools, orphanages, hospitals,
nd homes for the Vietnamese

The 7th Engineer Battalion,
@+ Marine Division, is justifiab-
{ proud of its 3

‘The structures, made with
bricks produced there, are al-
ready enough to form a small
city.

The 36 workers in the factory
are Vietnamese from the refu-
gee village of Hos Khanh. They
work six days a week and re-
ceive no money. Instead, the
village receives an allotment of
yice, grain, and other food com-
modities provided by the Third
Marine Amphibious Force near
Da Nang.

Utilizing an efficient, inexpen-
sive process, which was devel-
oped originally by the Peace
Corps for use in Bogota, Colum-
bia, the factory produces 1,600
bricks per day — almost enough
to build a house needing only
the addition of inexpensive

- framing and roofing materials.
" The process is simple and
takes only a few seconds. First,
the soil is screened and dam-
pened. Then it is packed into
the brick machines and a pres-
sure of 9,000 pounds is exerted
upon . the block. Before ship-

‘L bricks are baked in the sun for

ment to a building site, the
(c two days.

‘“‘We think that the brick fac-

B Gry is a highly successful civic

¢tion program,” said Gunnery
Sergeant R. E. Maddox, NCOIC
of the battalion’s civic affairs
office, “‘because we are not giv-

'US Marines
Supporting
Refugees

DA NANG (USMC) — Force
Logistic Command is helping
support about 18,000 refugees

near its Camp Books headquar-

ters north of Da Nang. It is aid-
ing Hoa Khan villagers, who
have fled Viet Cong-controlled
areas, with supplies not avail-
able to them elsewhere.

“The refugees in this area
have been here for some time—
some as long as three years,”
stated Major T.J. Smythe, com-
mand civil affairs officer.” “We
are just providing what we can,
but_ it is not on a handout
basis.”

In some instances, the com-
G’!and is using food as wages for

ae work done by the Vietnam-
ese, This method of dispensing
fuo_d eliminates the impression
of it being a handout, explained
the major.

Some of the foods used to pay
the refugees are: cooking oil,
rice wheat, rolled oats and corn
meal,

In turn, most of the workers
supplement their diet by ex-
changing some of the food-pay-
ments for meat, fruit and vege-
tables with other villagers. Also,
C.:EEPEQEWE supplies from
T and the Catholic Relief

2 In emergency situations—such
: g whep a home, school or
Church is destroyed by fire or
C terrorists — the command

steps in and hel i
structure. ps to rebuild the

L.

“brick factory.’”

Factory

roduces Bricks

ing these people anything for
free.” : %

“By working in the brick fac-
tory,” he coniinued, *‘the Viet-
namese are benefiting them-
selves ‘as well as their country.
Their fellow Vietnamese build
homes and hospitals with the
bricks that are produced.”

The factory began operations
in June 1966 with three ma-
chines and a tent. It has grown

in two years to eight machines,

a building and 36 Vietnamese
workers.

When the factory began, the
battalion’s soil lab tested every
type of soil available in the im-
mediate area. Finally they dis-
covered that laterite soil, when
mixed with cement, produced a
building brick that was both
durable and inexpensive. As
time passed, the process was
refined to become faster
superior to the local procedure
of brick-making. b

“These are high quality
bricks,” Sergeant Maddox com-
mented. ‘“The Vieinamese may
obtain them for any worthwhile
project by merely submitting a
request to their District Chief.

“The best part of the whole
program,” he concluded, ‘‘is
that every worker understands
the brick-making process we
have developed and is capable
of starting a brick factory of
his own some day.”

and-

PLEASE GIVE ME SOME—Eager, small hands reach for the

fresh milk Staff Sergeant Richard M. Burt, 101st Airborne
Division, is distributing to the children of Bo Mua village near
Phuoc Vinh. He is a civil affairs sergeant for the 3rd Brigade’s

2nd Battalion.

(USA PHOTO By Sp 4 Michael Sugarl) .

Barriers Being Broken

Vietnamese Learn English

DUC PHO (USA)—New ideas
are among the most valuable
products created through the
meeting of two peoples. When
the United States soldier comes
in contact with a Vietnamese
citizen, each represents an in-
teresting but completely dif-

ferent world. Until they learn to
communicate effectively, there
is little value in their meeting.

Communications barriers are
being broken at Duc Pho by a
cooperative program between
the U.S. Army and South Viet-
namese educators.

AIDING A VILLAGER—Corporal Larry Robinson, a Fifth Marine
Regiment Leatherneck, helps a Vietnamese woman move fo
safety while his unit, M Company, 3rd Battalion, made a
sweep of the area south of Da Nang.

(USMC PHOTO By Sgt F.A, Barreit Ji)

Two hundred and seventy

selected Vietnamese students of
various ages are receiving Eng-
lish instruction from members
of the Civil Affairs Offices of
the 3rd Brigade, 4th Division and
the 11th Light Infantry Brigade,
Americal Division.

Last August, the Due Pho or-
phanage requested that English
classes be given to their stu-
dents. A few weeks later, Duc

Pho Public High School asked | V
. Korean soldiers are

that the classes be extended to
their school. So the Civil Affairs
Office began an English class
program that now covers the or-
phanage and selected students
from each of the four high
schools in the Duc Pho area.

A local schoolmaster, Duong
Ngoc Dong, states that the stu-
dents are eager to learn English:
“They want the classes and look
forward to them.” The more
advanced students are now able
to understand English well
enough to take English-language
classes in history, world bank-

‘ing systems and other subjects

he said.

RF/PFs
Train In
il CTZ

LONG BINH (I FF) — Re-
gional and Popular Forces
(RF/PF) within the III Corps
Tactical Zone (CTZ), whose
units serve as defenders for a
series of outposts throughout
the area, receive infensive
training at one of the ten Pro-
vincial Basic Training centers
in the zone.

Buu Long Training Center,
seven miles west of Bien Hoa,
was / established in 1959 and
trains around 2,500 RF/PF pla-
toon and squad leaders each
year,

Master Sergeant Thomas B.
Connery serves as chief advisor
for the training center. ““The in-
struetors, highly qualified and
motivated, keep the students
keenly interested in the seven-
week course and the three-week
refresher course,” said the ser-
geant, “I consider Buu Long—

which is run by the RF/PF—a

success story.”

The squad and platoon lead-
ers’ course trains the RF/PF
in the proper techniques of han-
dling prisoners, radio and tele-
phone procedures, offensive and
defensive warfare, and basic
sanitation. The lastest cycle of
trainees graduated -in January,
with 2,002 students completing
the course.

In an attempt to centralize
and streamline RF/PF training
in III CTZ, all province centers
will be consolidated into three
basic centers—one per each Di-
visional Tactical Area (DTA).
Buu Long, which will become
one of the three hasic centers
in June, is now preparing for
this changeover. An estimated
1,500 students, instead of the
present 220, will pass through

Buu Long during each seven

week cycle then.

Korean Troops
Study Radar

LONG BINH (USA)—Fifteen
learning
radar maintenance at Saigon
Support Command’s 79th Main-
tenance Battalion at Long Binh.

The six officers and nine en-
listed men are from Korea’s
White Horse, Tiger, Blue Dragon
and 100th Logistical Divisions.
After they learn to repair and
operate various types of U.S.
Army radar equipment, they will
return to their units to pass on
their skills.

The instruction is given by
two members of the Army Elec-
tronics Command and a techn-
ical representative of the Gen-
eral Electric Company.

ARVN, US Army Engineers
Solve Village Road Problem

LAI KHE (USA) — The traf-
fic problem that has troubled
the village of Phu Cuong for
years, and resulted in frequent
accidents, no longer exists, It
was corrected by the engineer-
ing talents of the 1st Infantry
Division and the 5th ARVN Di-
vision. :

The problem was caused by
heavy traffic on Highway 13 —
the most vital resupply route
of the “Big Red One” — and
the main street of Phu Cuong.
U.S. military convoys created a

nearly continual traffic tie-up
along the twisting stretch of
roadway running through the
village.

Some 250 yards of roadway

around the northeast side of .

Phu Cuong was built by the 1st
Engineer Battalion, providing a
bypass for convoy traffic.

U.S. Army engineers worked
with the 5th ARVN Engineer
Battalion, which provided a
bucket loader and dump trucks
with operators. The joint effort
resulted in 1,000 loads of later-
ite fill for the road foundation.

i |
















Page 12

_The OBSERVER

March 6, 1968

ombined Force

Kills 77 NVA

PHU MY (USA) — Vietnam-
ese and American soldiers com-
bined forces recently to maul
an estimated two companies of
NVA regulars near the Central
Lowland district capital of Phu
My, 300 miles northeast of Sai-
gon.

In an example of close Viet-
namese-U.S. cooperation, ele-
ments of the 22nd ARVN Infan-
try Division and the U.S. 1st
Air Cavalry Division killed 77
_enemy while suffering only light

casualties during the day-long

battle.

The fierce fight began early
jn the morning as an element
of the 22nd’s 41st Regiment was
conducting a search and clear
mission some four miles south-
east of Phu My in Binh Dinh
Province.

The ARVN soldiers and their
U.S. advisors uncovered the
enemy force which, after a brief
firefight, attempted to retreat
to the north. The ARVN unit’s
advisor, Lieutenant Thomas R.
Morris, called for and directed
an artillery barrage that
slammed the door .on the ene-
my’s escape.

An armored personnel carrier

Offers . . .

(Continued From Page 1)
dical treatment at the division
base camp, the young Hei Chanh
Jater returned to the brigade to
broadcast live appeals to his
friends.

“Ho Chanhs are not treated
as prisoners,” stated the spe-
cialist. “They give up of their
own free will and . continue to
be free.” At a Hoi Chanh center
they are given new clothes, food,
and spending money.

The Vietnamese government
also attempts to reunite them
with their families while they go
through a period of reindoctri-
nation.

“Most of them say they don’t
know why they’'re down here,”
added Specialist Pagel. “‘They
Jable Communism as ‘all talk
and no action’ and are quite
thankful for the opportunity the
Chieu Hoi program lets them
come over,"”

(APC) company from the 1st
Cavalry also responded to the
ARVN call for assistance and
arrived on the scene shortly be-
fore noon. Cavalry troopers
halted an enemy atiempt to es-
_cape to the west and forced the
NVA back into the Vietnamese
unit’s fire.

By mid-afternoon, the ARVN
and U.S. units linked up and as-
saulted the enemy force which
had fallen back to prepared po-
sitions.

“It was a classic example of
ARVN-U.S. cooperation and co-
ordination of firepower,” said
Staff Sergeant Max G. Boone,
an advisor to the Vietnamese.

While artillery pinned the
NVA in their holes, the ARVN
infantrymen and the APCs sup-
ported each other in the final

assault. As contact broke at
dusk, 37 enemy bodies were
counted.

e

'ALERT FORCE — A USAF alert team responds to a VC attack on Tan Son Nhut air base.

(USAF PHOTO)

NVA, VC Promised ‘Victory’

LONG BINH (II FF)—A vic-

tory more important than Dien

Bien Phu—that is what the NVA
and VC troops were promised
they would achieve in their Tet
offensive when they were told
to attack the Bien Hoa-Long

Binh military complex.

This fact was revealed in a
Viet Cong document captured
by elements of the 199th Infan-
try Brigade. It stated that the
victory would be more impor-
tant to the final triumph of their

SIGHTING IN — Two Marines prepare to fire their 3

i

.5-inch rocket launcher. (USMC PHOTO)

cause ‘‘than the entire preced-
ing 20 years of fighting.”

The enemy troops also were
promised a hero’s welcome by
the people of the Bien Hoa
area.

Infiltrating elements of the
274th and 275th NVA Regiments
fully expected a popular upris-
ing to aid them in overwhelm-
ing the US positions at Bien
Hoa-Long Binh the document
revealed.

Instead, they found them-
selves forced to shoot several
of their own countrymen who
attempted to warn ARVN and
US troops of the impending at-
tack, and in Bui Tieng hamlet
they were attacked by knife-
wielding civilians who banded
together to try to protect their
homes.

Bleak morning light on- the
first day of battle found the
Viet Cong and NVA huddled in
“Widows Village” across from
II Field Force Headquarfers —
their attacks beaten back from
the perimeter, their rocket po-
sitions wiped out before they
could fire a second salvo, their
positions pounded by helicopter
gunships with rockets and mini-
guns.

Their offensive was over; the
rest of the day and week be-
longed to elements of the 199th,
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, and the 552d Military Po-
lice Company, all of whom
swept through the enemy posi-
tions and wiped out nests of
resistance.

Marine

(Continued From Page 1)
across the compound and took
over a machine gun bunker.
They got a .30 caliber machine
gun into action and killed 15
NVA soldiers on the lines in

front of them.

An RPG round struck their
bunker, wounding all five, but
they held their positions.

A Marine in the obseivation
tower along the northwestern
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perimeter was firing an M-79
grenade launcher into the
massed NVA when an enemy
bullet tore through the barrel
of his weapon. Another bullet
pierced his flak jacket, but
failed to harm him.

Lance Corporal Lawrence M.
Eades is ordinarily a company
clerk with Combined Action
Company Papa at Cam Lo, but
that morning he demonstrated
that he was an excellent ma-
chine gunner as well.

When the district headquar-
ters was attacked, Corporal
Eades left 24 NVA dead in front
of his gun position.

“When we were hit, I grabbed
my M-16 and an M-60 machine
gun and ran to my position on
the northwest side of the per-
imeter,” he said.

“You could see NVA all over
the place, running back and
forth along our defensive per-
imeter, Many were carrying
crude Bangalore torpedoes or
satchel charges. I set down the
machine gun and began fir-

”

Ng. %rein :
Then the enemy managed to

breech a 20-foot path through
the barbed wire. They were
within 15 meters of the Marine
positions, and threatening to
overrun the perimeter.

According to Captain Peter D.
Haines, the CAP company com-
mander, Corporal Eades leaped
up on the parapet and began
firing into the enemy who had
crept up to the Marine lines.

“I thought sure he’d be hit,”
said the captain, ‘“he was sil-
houetted against a burning
building. He stood right out
there in the open and mowed
them down.

Wounded by enemy grenades,
the Marine stayed on the ma-
chine gun until a relief force
arrived the next morning. Be-
fore dawn he had fired nearly
3,500 rounds of ammunition.
During lulls in the fighting, he
carried bandages and ammuni-
tion to other Marines along the
perimeter. ¢

According to the young Leath-
erneck, the enemy had crept so
close he could not depress his
sights enough to hit them. The
only way he could shoot them

Platoon Wins Impossible” Battle...

was to climb up above them
and shoot down into them.

Lance Corporal Richard C.
Wall was another stalwart in
the Cam Lo defense. He ran
among his men, exposing him-
self to enemy fire and shouting
orders to the fire team while
firing into a hedgerow to his
front and pitching grenades at
the enemy.

When the firing slackened
near daylight, the Marines re-
distributed their ammunition
and patched up their wounds.
Then a reaction force arrived,
supported with tanks, to begin
the mopping up operations.

Outside of a few U.S. Army
advisors, some Marine engi-
neers and the headquarters per=
sonnel of CACO-Papa, the pla-
toon had been the only defense
for the district headquarters.

The Cam Lo defenders had
practically annihilated a com-
pany of North Vietnamese regu-
lars.

According to Captain Haines,
the North Vietnamese had plans
for a big celebration following
their ill-fated assault.

_
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